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^'.^m&LIFER  Cromwell)  fon  of Robert 
fejs  Cromwell,  and  Elizabeth  Stuart* 
his  wife,  was  born  at  Huntington^ 
on  the  twenty  fourth  of  April \ 
thoufand  five  hundred  ninety  nine. 
His  family,  which  was  confiderable,  I  (hall 
giveforae  account  of  in  the  note  (a). 

He 


one 


.  (  a  )  / /hall  give  fume  acccunt  of  his  family.  ]  We  are 
naturally  inquifitive  about  the  defcents  and  alliances  o( 
thofe  who  have  figured  in  the  world.  Whether  they 
fprung  from  new  or  old  families  ?  whether  their  fa- 
thers were  men  of  renown  ?  or  they  themfelves  firffc 
gave  luftre  to  their  name?  are  queflions  ufually  afked 
by  fuch  as  read  or  hear  concerning  them.  To  gratify 
the  curiofity  of  the  reader  then,  the  following  account 

&  has 


2  THE    LIFE    OF 

He  was  educated  in  grammar  learning  in 
the  Free-fchool  at  Huntington,  under  Dr. 

Thomas 

has  been  collected.- — — — '  That  his  (Oliver's)  extrac- 
s  tion  by  the  father's  fide,  was  from  Sir  Richard  Wil- 

*  Hams,  Knight,  a  gentleman  of  eminent  note  (fays 
'  Sir  William  Dugdale)  in  the  court  of  king  Henry  VIII,, 
€  and  fon  to  Morgan  ap  Williams  (a  V/elchman)  by 
6  lifter  to  Thomas  lord  Cromwell  z?lx\  of 

.    •  *  EJ/ex,  is  not  to  be  doubted.     Who  being  by  his  uncle 

*  preferred  to  the  fervice  of  king  Henry,  was  for  that 
(a) Short.  *  caufe  (and  no  other)  called  Cromwell,  as  is  apparent 
View  of  the «  enough  from  teflimonies  of  credit  (a).'  If  I  have 
trou  esin  ^  mifinformed*  many  gentlemen  of  the  name 
458.  Ox-  of  Williams,  in  Wales,  value  themfelves  on  this  defcent 
tord,  1681.  of  Oliver  Cromwell.    Dugdatis  account  has  been  lately 

conteited  by  a  gentleman  who  thinks  it  6  more  proba- 
'  ble  that  this  family  defcended  by  the  females  from 
c  Ralph  lord  Cromwell  of  Tattenhall  in  Lincoln/hire,  the 

*  "laft  heir  male  of  which  was  lord  High  Treafurer  in 
.*  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  one  of  his  coheirefles  mar- 

*  ried  Sir  William  Williams,whok  defcendents  might  af- 

*  terwards*take  the  name  of  Cromwell,  in  hopes  of  at- 
'  taining  that  title  which  Humphry  Bo'uchier,  a  younger 

*  fon  of  the  then  earl  of  EJ/ex  9  who  married  the  eldefl 
6  of  the  coheirefles,  actually   had,  and   was   killed  at 

(b)  Biogra-  c  Eat  net  field,  fighting  on  the  fide  of  king  Edward 
phiaBriun-  <  \y  t  r^) — -Which  of  thefe  accounts  is  moft  probable 
mca  vol.  j  ^  ^  jeft  {|ie  ;uc|o-ment  of  the  reader. — How- 
Cromwell,  6  ever,  this  is  certain,  that  bir  Kicbard  Lrtmwell  above 
note  (a),     c  mentioned   was  fherifr  of  Cambridgcjhire  and  Hun- 

*  tington/hirc  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  was  a  great  fa- 
c  vourite  and  commander  in  the  wars,  and  had  grants 
"•  of  abbey  lands  in  Kuntingtonjhire  to  the  amount,  as 
c  they  were  then  rated,  of  three  thoufand  pounds  ayear. 

*  'His  Ion,  Sir  Henry,  was  four  times  fheriff  of  the 
c  county.     Sir  Oliver,  uncle  to   ihe  Protector,    gave 

i  6  king  James  I.  the  greateft  feaft  that  had  been  given 

6  to 
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'Thomas  Beard,    a   minifter  of   that  town  5 
from  whence- he  was  fen t  to  Cambridge,  en-  ■• 
tered   into  Sydney-SuJJex  College,  April  23, 
1616,  and  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 

Richard  Howktt     (c) .  Defiderata 

What  progrefs  in  learning  he  made  in  the^0^™1* 
univerlity  we  have  no  particular  account  of,  66.  wood's 
but  as  he  underfcood  fome  Latin,  and  hadihd'ss!" 
a  tafte    for   polite  literature,,  probably    his 

*  to  a  king  by  a  fubjeft,  had  a  great  eflate,  and  was  a 

c  zealous  royalifi:  (d),'  but  '  had  his  composition  re-  grit#  J^f* 
6  mitted  by  the  parliament  for  his  kinfman's  fake  (e).' 
'lis   no  wonder  then  to  find  a  family  of  fuch  a  rank^,^^"^ 
allied  to  the  Hampdens,  the  St.  Johns,   and    the  Bar-  morials,  2d. 
ringtons,  names  of  fome  of  our  moft  antient  and  emi- edit. p.  300, 

nent  families. -Mr.  Coke  tells  us,  '  his  father  being 

4  a(ked  whether  he  knew  the  Protector,  he  faid,  Yes, 
6  and  his  father  too,  when  he  kept  his  brew-houfe  in 
€   Huntington  (f).p     Dv.gdale  will  explain  this, c  Ro- 

*  bert  Cromwell,  fays  he,  though  he  was  by  the  coun-  y*    ^  jC" 
c  tenance  of  his  elder  brother,   (Sir  Oliver)  made  a  juf-  ii.  p'.  57. 

6  tice.  of  peace   in   Huntingtonjhire,  had   but  a  flender LonJ- 1694* 
c  eitate;  much  of  his  fupport  being  a  brew-houfe,  in 
*•  Huntington,  chiefly   managed  by  his  wife,  who  was 

*  firmer  to  Sir  Robert  Stewart  of  the  city  of  Ely,  knight, 

c  and   by  her  had  ifTue   this  our  famous   Oliver  (g).'  ^  short 
This  every  reafonable  and  confiderate  perfon  will  think  view,  p., 
no  difcredit  to  the  family.     For  in  England  trade  is  not  459° 
difgraceful  to  a  gentleman.    The  younger  brothers  of  ouo 
beft  families  engage  in  it,  and  thereby  raife  themfelves 
to  fortune  and  independency,  and   advance  the   riches 
and  power  of  their  country.     A  much  more  honourable 
method  of  procuring  a  maintenance  than  following  the 
levees  of  mmifters  and  favourites,  and  engaging  to  exe- 
cute their  mifchievous  and  fatal  fchemes! 

B  2  time 
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time   was   not  wholly   miiemployed  there 

During  his  continuance  at  Cambridge,  his 
father  dvins:,    he  returned  home  to  his  mo- 


(b)  Hiftory 
of  his  own 
times, 
Dutch  edit, 
j2mo,  p. 
ioo.  1725. 

(z)  Waller's 
Life  prefix' d 
tt>  his  Po- 
ems, p.  30. 
Lond.  1722. 
1 2mo. 


(.*)  Life  of 
Dr.  Man- 
ton,  p.  20. 
Svo.  Lond. 

1725. 


(b)  He  underjlood  fome  Latin,  and  had  a  tajie  for  po- 
Ute  liter ature.~\    Here  are  my  authorities.    Burnet  fays, 

*  he  had  no  foreign  language,  but  the  little  Latin  that 
1  ftuck  to  him  from  his  education,  which  he  fpoke  very 
'  vitioufly  and  fcantily  (/?).'  Another  writer  obferves  that 
'  The  ufurper  loved,  or  affected  to  love,  men  of  wit  — 
c  Mr.  Waller  frequently  waited  on  him,  being  his  kinf- 
4  man ;  and  as  he  often  declared,  obferved  him  to  be  very 

*  well  read  in  the  Greek  and  Reman  ftory  (;'),'  The 
following  paffage  I  give  at  length,  not  doubting  the 
reader  will  be  pleafed  with  it.  *  When  Cromwell  took 
4  on  him  the  protectorship,  in  the  year  1653,  the  very 
4  morning  the  ceremony  was  to  be  perform'd,  a  met 
<  fengercame  to  Dr.  Manton,  to  acquaint  him  that  he 
e  muft  immediately  come  to  Whitehall:  the  Doctor 
'  afked  him  the  occafion  ;  he  told  him  he  mould  know 
'  that  when  he  came  there.     The  Protector  himfelf, 

*  without  any  previous  notice,  told  him  what  he  was  to 

*  do,  /.  e.  to  pray  upon  that  occafion  :  the  Doctor  la- 

*  boured  all  he  could  to  be  excufed,  and  told  him  it 
c  was 'a  work  of  that  nature  which  required  fome  time 
4  to  confider  and  prepare  for  it.  The  Protector  replied, 
4  That  he  knew  he  was  not  at  a  lofs  to  perform  the 
4  fervicehe  expected  from  him;  and  opening  his  ftudy- 
'  door,  he  put  him  in  with  his  hand,  and  bid  him  con- 
'  fider  there;  which  was  not  above  half  an  hour:  the 
4  Doctor  employed  that  time  in  looking  over  his  books, 
1  which  he  faid  was  a  noble  collection  (/£).'  Manton 
was  a  judge, 

Thefe  pafTages  do  not  indeed  prove  Oliver's  applica- 
tion in  the  univerfity ;  but  as  a  tafte  for  books  and 
learning  is  generally  acquired  in  the  early  part  of  life, 
'tis  noway  improbable  that  he  form'd  it  there. 


ther. 


'our- 
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ther,  who  after  fome  time  ferit  him  toLm- 
colns  Inn9  where,  inftead  of  applying  him- 
felf to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  he  learn'd  the 
follies  and  vices  of  the  town  (c). 

This 


(c)  In/lead  of  Jludfng  the  law?  he  learn'd  the   vices 
and  follies  oftbetoivn.]     His  fmall  proficiency  at  Lincolns 
Inn^  we  may,  I  think,  fairly  enough  conclude  from  the 
following  paffage  of  a  profeis'd  panegyrift.     4   He  came 
4  to  Lincolns  Inn ,  where  he  aflociated  himfelf  with  thofe 
4  of  the  beft  rank  and  quality,  and  ths-moft  ingenuous 
'  perfons ;  for  though  he  were  of  a  nature  not  averfe 
4  to   ftudy   and   contemplation ;  yet  he  feemed  rather 
4  addicted  to  converfation  and  the  reading  of  men,  and 
*  their  feveral  tempers,  than  to  a  continual  poring  up-  (/)  pc 
4  on  authors  (/).'     But  this  is  by  no  means  fufficient  to  trainee  of 
give  us   an  idea  of  Oliver  in  his  younger  years.     We  kJL™^. 
are  by  one  writer  furthermore  told,   that  4  the  firft  Oliver, p.  2. 
'  years  of  his  manhood  were  fpent  in  a  diflblute  courfe  ""><>• 
4  of  life,  in  good  fellowfhip  and  gaming  (m).9     Dugdale  *  59' 
is  more  large.     4  In  his  youth,  fays  he,  he  was  for  (m)  War- 
4  fome  time  bred  up  in  Cambridge;  [he  omits   his  be-  wick's  Me- 
4  ing  at  one  of  the  inns  of  courtl   where  he  made  no  ™«1Ss>™ 

D  ■  m  .     .-        J  m  249-    OVO, 

4  great   proficiency  in  any  kind  of  learning ;  but  then  Lond.  170a. 

4  and  afterwards  forting  himfelf  with  drinking  compa- 

4  nions,  and  the  ruder  4brt  of  people  (being  of  a  rough 

4  and  bluftering  difpofition)  he  had  the  name  of  a  Roy- 

4  fter  amongft  moft  that  knew  him;  and  by  his  exorbi- 

4  tances  fo  wafted  his  patrimony  ;  that,  having  attempt- 

4  ed   his   uncle  Stewart  for  a  fupply  of  his  wants,  and 

4  finding  that  by   a  fmooth  way  of  application  to  him 

4  he  could  not  prevail,  he  endeavoured  by  colour  of 

4  law  to  lay  hold  of  his  eftate,  reprefentino;  him  as  a 

4  perfon  not  able   to  govern  it.     But  therein   he  fail-    .    , 

6  ed  (»).'  ^  view,  P. 

Wood  obferves,  '  that  his  father  dying  whilft  he  was  459* 
4  at  Cambridge,  he  was  taken  home  and  fent  to  Lincolns 

B  2  '  Inn 
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This  involved  him  in  expences  which  his 
fortune  would  ill  bear,  and  reduced  him  to 
forne  difficulties.  But  his  vices  were  of  no 
long  continuance.  He  foon  recovered  him- 
felf,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
married  Elizabeth  (d)  daughter  of  Sir  James 

Bouchier^ 

6  Inn  to  fludy  the  common  law,  but  making  nothing 

*  of 'it,  he  was  fent  for  home  by  his  mother,  became 
fo)  Fafti  C  a  debauchee,  and  a  boyfterous  and  rude  fellow  {o).i 
voi.  ii.  c. 88.  Thus,  according   to  tbefe  writers,    Oliver  mifpent  his 

time,  and  fell  into  vice  \  and  tho'  very  probably  his 
faults  are  heightened  by  the  authors  here  quoted,  yet  I 
make  no  doubt  but  there  is  iome  foundation  for  the 
charge  For  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  St.  John,  his  cozen, 
dated  Ely,  13th  051.  1639,  he  has  the  following  ex- 
pressions.    c  You  know   what  my  manner  of  life  hath 

*  been.     O,  I  lived  in,  and  loved  darknefs, -and  hated 
v       6  the  light ;  I  was  a  chief,  the  chief  of  finners.     This 

'  is  true,  I  hated  godiinefs,  vet  God  had  mercy  on 
loe's  State  '  me  (P)''  Which  words  undoubtedly  imply  fomeper- 
Papers,  vol.  fonal  vice  or  other  to  which  he  had  been  addi£ted, 
i.  p.  1.  Foi.  though  we  cannot,  at  this  diftance,  well  tell  what  it 
iond.1742.  was  with  certainty. 

(d)  He  married  Elizabeth  Bouchier— — -who  foewed 
due  Jubmijfion  to  birhJ]  The  Boud'iers  were  antient  as 
a  family;  from  hence  probably  arofe  thefpirit  and  pride 
of  Mrs.  Cromwell,  Whether  thefe  led  her  into  any  in- 
decencies with  refpeel:  to  her  neighbours,  appears  not 
even  from  the  foes  of  the  family.  With  regard  to  her 
.  bufband  fhe  had  merit,  i.  e.  (he  was  affectionate,  obe- 
dient, fubmsilive,  and  defirous  topleafe:  qualities  vaftly 
beyond  any  which  refuk  from  birth,  beauty,  parts  or 
wealth.  What  led  me  to  confider  her  in  this  light,  is 
the  following  letter  to  Oliver,  which  will  be  read  I  dare 
fay  with  pleasure,  efpecially  as  it  is  the  only  one  of 
hers  which  has  been  handed  down  to  pofterity. 

De- 
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Bouchier,  of  EJJix,  knight,  faid  to  be  a  wo- 
man of  fpirit  and  parts,  and  not  wanting  in 
pride  (^),  tho'  (he    ffaewed  all  due  fubmif-  ^  See 
fion  to   her  hufband.     Soon  after  his  mar- i?6^3 
riage   he  fettled    at    Huntington^  his  native  p-  4- 
country;  but  upon  the  death  of  his   uncie2 

Sir 


Defember  the  27th,   1650, 
My  Dearift, 

Wonder  you  mould  blame  me  for  writing  no  we 
oftnir,  when  I  have  fent  thre    for   one  :  I  cane- 
not  but  thenk  they  ar  mifcarid.     Truly  if  I  knog  my 
one  hart  I  mould  afe  foune  negledl  myfelf  afe  to  the 
leaft  thought  towards  you,  hoe  in  douing  of  it  I  mull 
doe  it  to  myfelf;  but  when  I  doe  writ,  my  dear,  I 
feldome  have  any  fatisfactore  anfer,  wich  makfe  me 
thenk  my  writing  is  flited,  as  well  it  mae;  but  1  can- 
not but  thenk  your  love  covene  my  weknifis  and  in- 
flrmetis.     I  mould  rejoys  to  hear  your  defire  in  fee- 
ing me,  but  I  defire  to  fubmit  to  the  providens  of 
God,  howping  the  Lord,  houe  hath  feperated  us, 
and  heth  oftune  brought  us  together  agane,  wil  in 
heis  good  time  breng  us  agane,  to  the  prafe  of  heis 
name.     Truly  my  lif  is  but  half  a  lif  in  your  abfeinfe, 
deid  not  the  Lord  make  it  up   in  heimfelf,  which  I 
muft  acknoleg  to  the  prafe  of  heis  grace.    I  would  you 
would  thenk  to  writ  fometims  to  your  deare  frend  me 
Lord  Chef  Juftes,  of  horn  I  have  oftune  put  you  in 
mind :  and  truly,  my  deare,  if  you  would  thenk  of 
what  I  put  you  in  mind  of  fume,  it  might   be  of  as 
much  purpos   afe  others,  writting  fumetims  a  letter 
to  the  Precedent,  and  fometims  to  the  Speiker.     In- 
deid,  my  deare,  you  cannot  thenk  the  rong  you  doe 
yourfelf  in  the  whant  of  a  letter,  though  it  wer  but  s^Jfp^ns 
feldome.     I  pray  think  of,  and  foe  reft  yours  in  alfpers,  by 
faithfulnife,  Nickoiis,  p. 

«  Eliz.  Cromwell  (rV     f>-  ,FoL 

B4  InLond.x743. 
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Sir  Robert  Stewart,  who  left  him  an  eitate 
of  between  four  and  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  he  removed  to  the  ifle  of  Ely.  Here 
again  it  is  faid  that  he  fell  into  great  ftreights 
and  difficulties,  through  an  excefs  of  fuper- 
flition  j  though  the  accounts  given  of  it  (e) 

are5 

In  conformity  to  the  reprefentations  of  others  I  have 
mentioned  Mrs  Cromwell's  fpirit  and  '  pride  :  how  the 
latter  appear'd  i  know  not.  It  is  not  faid  that  (he  lov'd 
irate  and  magnificence,  that  fhe  was  delighted  with 
flattery,  or  fond  of  power.  Nor  do  I  remember  to 
have  feen  any  addreffes  made  to  her  either  by  the  court 
divines,  or  poets  of  her  age,  though  her  hufband,  and 
her  fon  Richard  had  ftore  of  them.  So  that  I  mould 
rather  conclude  her  meek  and  humble,  than  proud  and 
high-fpirited ;  though  we  have  no  facts  given  us  from 
whence  we  may  draw  the  one  or  the  other  concluflon. 
;  What  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  of  her  real  good 
character  is,  that  Dugdale  and  Bates,  who  have  drawn 
the  moll  ugly  pictures  of  Cromwell,  have  left  hers  un- 
touched, which  I'm  perfwaded  they  would  not  have 
done,  could  they  have  found  any  thing  to  faiten  on. 
Bates,  being  phyfician  to  the  family,  mull  have  bad  op- 
portunities fufficient  for  information;  and  after  the  re- 
itoration  it  was  making  court  to  abufe  any  part  oi  Oli- 
ver's family. 

I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  of  Mrs.  Cromwell^  by 
the  following  paffage  in  LudLw,  which  I  obferv'd  not 
till  I  had  written  the  above,  i  He  [the  Protector]  re- 
c  moved  from  the  Cock-  it,  which  houfe' the  parliament 

*  had   afiign'd  him,    to   take   pofTeflion  of   Whitehall^- 

*  which  he  affigu'd  to  himfelf.     His  wife  feem'd  at  firfr. 
t*  unwilling  to  remove  thither,  tho'  afterwards  fhe  be- 

(f)  Me-       c  carne  better  fatisfted  with  her  grandeur  ($).' 
moms,  vol.         (E)  He  fell  into  fir  eights  and  difficulties  through  an  ex* 
p,4        cefs  of  juperjliticn.^     Let  us  hear  what  is  faid  on-this 

head 
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are,  in  my  opinion,  far  enough  from  being 
probable. 

Cer- 


head  by  writers  prejudiced  againfl:  his  memory.  c  Ado- 
6  lefcens  curn  fsemina  nobili  confarreavit ;  fed  brevi 
poftea  turn  fua  torn  materna  bona,  (pater  enim  ante 
defunclus  erat)  effufus  in  luxum,  funditus  dilapidavit, 
adeo  ut  ad  reftim  propemodum  redigeretur.  Dein 
agens  refipifcentiam,  concionibus  facris,  leclionibus 
piis,  &  mcitificationis  operibus  totus  vacat;  condu£to- 
que  zythf  pfario,  vefat  rem  familiar  em  quam  ante  de- 
coxerat  recocturus,  eidem  dat  operarn,  fimul  &  agri- 
culturae,  Ab  eo  tempore,  avunculoiilum  fummopere 
perolo,  Roberto  Stewardo  equiti,  regiorum  quorun- 
dam  &  clericorum  opera  conciiiatus  eft,  haerefque 
tandem  fcriptus.  Patrimonio  tamen  paulo  poft  ad 
aflem  pefTundato,  (latuit  Novam  Angliam  proficifci, 
omniaque  in  hunc  finem  preparat  (/).'  i.  e.  6  In  bis  (0  Efenchi 
youth  he  married  a  gentlewoman,  but  by  his  profufe  ^otuum 

J      .  .  .  p..    .  -A  •  i       r  naperorum 

and  luxurious  way  or  living,  in  ainort  time  he  iquan-  inAndiaab 
dered  away  both  his  mother's  and  his  wife's  eftate,  Co  Georgio  Ba- 
that  he  was  almoft  reduced  to  beggary.     Afterwards,  teo>dParsfe- 
afTuming  the  behaviour  of  a  penitent,  he  gave  him-  2i9,  8vo. 
felf  wholly  up  to  the  hearing  of  fermons,  reading  of Lond- 1663* 
godly  books,  and  works  of  mortification  ;  and  hav- 
ing got  a  brewhoufe,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  brew- 
ing trade>  and  alfo  to  hufbandry.     After  that  his  un- 
cle Sir  Robert  Stewart,  who  had  an  averfion  to  him, 
being  reconciled  by  the  means  of  fome  clergymen  and 
courtiers,    left  him  his  fortune.     But  fhortly  after, 
having  again  run  out  of  all,  he  refolved  to  go  to  New 
England,  and  prepares  all  things  for  that  end.* 
Dugdak,  after  having  fpoken  of  c  his  mod  formally 
canting  in  their  [the  Puritans]  demure  language  and 
affected    tone,  and    frequenting  the  fermons  of  the 
ficrcefr.  Be  ante  feeing  tells  us    s  he  was   necefiltated 
through   his  low  condition  to  quit  a  country  farm, 
which  he  held   at  6t*  foth  and  betake  himfelf  to 

«  mean 
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Certain  'tis,  he  was  very  regular   at  this 
time  in  his  whole  behaviour,  publickly  ad- 
dicted 


(a)  Short 
View,  p. 
460. 


l(*)  Hiftory 
of  Great 
Britain,  vol. 
ii.  p.  45. 
4to.  Lond, 
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c  mean  lodgings  in  Cambridge  (u).}  This  necefli ty  an- 
other writer  lays  upon  his  overmuch  religion,  which 
induc'd  him  to  have  long  prayers  with  his  family  in  a 
morning,  and  again  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  his 
plowmen. and  all  his  country  fervants  always  attended. 
Mr.  Hume,  after  his  manner,  has  improv'd  upon  all 
thefe  writers.  c  All  of  a  fudden,  the  fpirit  of  refor- 
'  mation  feized  him  ;  he  married,  affected  a  grave  and 
'  compofed  behaviour,  entered   into  all  the  zeal   and 

*  rigour  of  the  puritanical  party,  and  offered  to  reftore 
6  to  every  one  whatever  fums  he  had  formerly  gained 
6  by  gaming.     The  fame  vehemence  of  temper  which 

*  had  tranfported  him  into  the  extreams  of  pleafure, 
'  now  diftinguifhed  his  religious  habits.  His  houfe 
c  was  the  refort  of  all  the  zealous  clergy  of  the  party ; 
c  and  his  hofpitality  as  well  as  his  liberalities  to  the  fi- 

*  lenced  and  deprived  minifters,  proved  as  chargeable 

*  as  his  former  debaucheries.  Tho'  he  had  acquired  a 
6  tolerable  fortune  by  a  maternal  uncle,  he  found  his 
'  affairs  fo  injur'd  by  his  expences,  that  he  was  obliged 
4  to  take  a  farm  at,  St.  Ives,  and  apply  himfelf,  for 
4  fome years,  to  agriculture,  as  a  profeliion.      But  this 

*  expedient  ferved  rather  to  involve  him  in  further  debts 
c  and  difficulties.  The  long  prayers  which  he  faid  to 
c  his  family  in  the  morning  and  again  in  the  afternoon, 

*  confumed  his  own  time  and  that  of  his  ploughmen ; 
c  and  he  referved  no  leizure  for  the  care  of  his  tempo- 
c  ral  affairs  (#)/  There  is  a  deal  of  confufion  in  all 
thefe  accounts,  and  I  believe,  at  the  bottom,  but  little 
truth.  For  who  can  think  that  Oliver,  tho'  certainly  an 
enthufiaft,  had  fo  little  fenfe  as  to  run  himfelf  out  after 
fuch  a  ridiculous  manner  ?  No  man  better  knew  than 
himfelf  that  there  was  a  feafon  for  every  thing,  and 
tho'  he  loved  to  pray,  and  preach  too  on  occafion,  yet 
he  was  never  known  in  any  other  part  of  life  to  neg- 

le& 
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dided  to  no  vice,  "but  a  profeffor  of  religion 
evento  a  degree  of  (f)  enthufkfm,  to  which 

through 


lect  his  affairs,,  Mr.  Hume  mould  have  known  too,  that 
the  clergy  with  whom  Cromwell  aftbciated,  were  not  of 
a  temper  to  ruin  even  the  mof}  hofpieable  :  good  cheer 
v/as  far  enough  from  being  their  chief  object.  But 
waving  all  this,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  thefe  ac- 
counts of  his  poverty  are  to  be  reconcil'd  with  the 
known  fadls  of  his  being  elecled  a  member  ©f  parlia- 
ment in  1 628 ;  and  the  fuccefsful  oppofition  he  ac- 
tually made  to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  and  other  great  men, 
in  the  bufinefs  of  draining  the  Fens  ? 

Sir  Philip  Warwick,  an  eminent  royalift,  lived  fome 
time  near  Huntington  (y),   and  convers'd  with  Dr.  Sim-  (y\  Me- 
cott,  Cromwell's  phyflcian,  from  whom  he  learn'd  many  ™°lrs'  $' 
particulars :  but  he  is  totally   filent  on  this  head,  and 
therefore  very    probably    there  is  no   truth  in  what  is 
above  related, 

bince  writing  the  above,  I  find  Cromwell  fpeak- 
ing  concerning  his  fituation  in  life  in  the  following 
manner.  6  I  was  by  birth  a  gentleman,  living  neither 
c  in  any  confiderable  height,  nor  yet  in  obfcurity.' 
Words  fpoken  to  his  parliament  Sept,  12,  1654,  and 
abundantly  fufficient  to  confute  the  idle  flories  in  this 
note  recited.  Milton  alfo,  fpeaking  concerning  him, 
fays,  c  Is  matura  jam  atque  firmata  setate,  quam  &  pri- 
c  vatus  traduxit,  nulla  re  magis  quam  religionis  cultu 
6  purioris,  &  integritate  vits  cognitus,  domi  in  occulto 
c  creverat' /.  e.  *  Being  now?  arrived  to  a  ma- 

*  ture  and  ripe  age,  which  he  fpent  as  a  private  perfon,  («)  Milton's 

*  noted  for  nothing  more  than  the  cultivation  of  pure  Profe 

*  religion,  and  integrity  of  life,  he  was  grown  rich  at  voiii' 
c  home  (%).' — After  this,  I  hope,  we  fhall  hear  no  more  p.  395. 
of  Oliver's  extreme  poverty.  quarto, 

(f)  He  was  a  profeffor  of  religion  even  to  a  degree  of  en-  s«  alfo7 the 
thufiafm.]     The  reader  who  has  feen  nothing  but  mo-  quotation 
dern  manners,  may  wonder  to  hear  religion  made  part fl0n?  CI.a* 

'  D  r       ,.  rendon  in 

°*  note  (p). 
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'through   the  remaining  part  of  his  life  he 
feemed  greatly  inclined. 

This, 

of  a  great  man's  character.     He  who  fhould  now  even 

bui  make  the  leaft  public  pretence  to  it,  would  go  near 

to  be  ridicuFd  for  a  fool  or  a  fanatic.     The  Brutes,  the 

JVrongheads,  the  Fribbles  have  figured  fo  long,  that  they 

are  become  very  familiar.,  and  deem'd  top  characters. 

But  in  the  laft  century  things  were  otherwife:   a  man's 

being  religious  was  thought  one  qualification  even  for 

(a)  Letters  a  P0^    *n  tne  anKy,  and  mentioned  as  fuch  by  Lord 

andDif-      Strafforde  («),    and  we  well  know  that  the  appearance 

patches,       0f  religion  was  kept  up  by  gentlemen  of  the  mod  dif- 

folLond     tinguifh'd  rank.     So  that  Oliver's  religion  was  merito- 

1739.  rious  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  around  him,  and  tended  much 

to  advance  his  character.,. 

And  that  he  was  really   religious,    feems  to  appear 

from  the  following  letter  moft  generoufly  permitted  to 

be  tranferibed  for  me,  by  the  trudees  of  the  Britijh  Mu- 

feum.     it  is   written  to,  Mr.  Storie,  and  dated  St.  Ivess 

Jan.  11,  1635. 

c  1\  A  R*  Storie,  amongft  the  catalogue  of  thofe  good 
c  J3jt,  workes  which  your  fellowe  citycenes  and  our 
c  cuntrie  men  have  donn,  this  will  not  be  reckoned  for 

*  the  leaf!  that  they  have  provided  for  the  feedinge  of 
4  foules  :  buildinge  of  hofpitalls  provides  for  mens  bo- 

*  dyes,  to  build  materiall  temples  is  iudged  a  workeof 
«'•  pietye,   but  they  that  procure  fpirituall  food,  they  that 

*  buildeupfpirituall  temples,  they  are  the  men  truly  cha- 
6  ritable,  trulye  pious.  Such  a  work  as  this  was  your 
6  ered^inge  the  leclure  in  our  cuntrie,  in  the  which  you 
<  placed  Dr.  Welle  s^  a  man  of  goodneffe  and  induftrie 

*  and  abilitie  to  doe  good  every  way  :  not  fhort  of  any 

*  I  knowe  in  England^  and  I  am  perfwaded  that  fi- 
<;  thence  his  corninge,  the  Lord  by  him  hath  wrought 
6  much  good  amongft  us.  It  only  remains  now  that 
6  lie  whoe  iirft  moved  you  to  this,  put  you  forward 

<  to 
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*  to  the  continewance  thereof,  it  was  the  Lord,  and 
c  therefore  to  him  lift  we  up  our  harts  that  he  would* 
'  perfect  itt.  And  furely  Mr.  Storie  it  were  a  piteous 
€  thinge  to  fee  a  lecture  fall  in  the  hands  of  foe  manie 

*  able  and  godly  men  as  I  am  perfwaded  the  founders 
'  of  this  are,  in  theife  times  wherin  wee  fee  they  are 
6  fupprefled  with  too  much  haft,  and  violence  by  the 

*  enemies  of  God,  his  truth,  far  be  it  that  foe  much 
'  guilt  mould  fticke  to  your  hands,  who  live  in  a  citye 

*  To  renowned  for  the  clere  fhininge  light  of  the  gofpel'l. 
4  You  knowe  Mr.  Storie  to  withdrawe  the  pay  is  to 

*  lett  fall  the  lecture,  for  whoe  goeth  to  warfare  at  his 
6  owne  coft.  I  befeech  you  therefore  in  the  bowells 
c  of  Chrift  Jefus  putt  it  forward  and  let  the  good  man 

*  have  his  pay.     The  foules  of  God  his  children  will 

*  blefs  you  for  it :  and  foe  (hall  I,  and  ever  reft 

6  Tour  lovinge  friend  in  the  Lord, 

c  Oliver  Cromwell* 

*  Commende  my  hearty  love  to  Mr.  Bujjey  Mr. 
4  Beadly,  and  my  other  good  friends.    I  would 

*  have  written  to  Mr.  Bujft,  but  I  was  loath  to 
■  trouble  him  with  a  longe  letter,  and  I  feared 
'  I  mould  not  receive  an  anfwer  from  him, 
4  from  you  I  expect  one  foe  foon  as  conveni- 
6  ently  you  may.    Vale.     To  my  very  lovinge 

*  friend  Mr.  Storie*  at  the  fign  of  the  Dogg  in 
6  the  Royal  Exchange  London,  dle.  theife.' 

The  importance  of  this  letter  to  Cromwell's  charac- 
ter will  excufe  the  length  of  it,  efpecially  as  'tis  an  ori- 
ginal, and  now  firft  publimed. 

But  he  not  only  praclifed  the  external  duties  of  re- 
ligion (real  inward  religion  appears  not  to  men,  but  by 
its  fruits)  but  he  was  carried  away  into  enthufiafm. 
He  fancied  himfelf  favoured  and  diflinguifhed  by  hea- 
ven; that  God  in  anfwer  to  his  prayers  afforded  him 
fupernatural  illumination  and  afliflance.« c  I  had  oc- 

*  cafion  to  converfe  with  Mr.  Cromwell's  phyhchn,  Dr. 

*  Simcott, 


i4 


(5)  War- 

-*VJCK,  p, 

249- 


(t)  Thurl 
•vol.  i.  p. 
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Simeon,  who  allured  me,  that  for  many  years  his  pa- 
tient was  a  moil:  fplenetick  man,  and  had  phanfyes 
about  the  crofs  in  that  town;  and  that  he  had  been 
called  up  to  him  at  midnight  and  fuch  unfeafonable 
hours  very  many  times,  upon  a  ftrong  phancy,  which 
made  him  believe  he  was  then  dying  ;  and  there  went 
a  ftory  of  him,  that  in  the  day-time  lying  melancholy 
in  his  bed,  he  believed  that  a  fpirit  appeared  to  him, 
and  told  him  he  fhould  be  the  greateft  man  (not  men- 
tioning the  word  King)  in  this  kingdom.  Which  his 
uncle  Sir  Thomas  Steward^  who  left  him  all  the  little 
eirate  Cromwell  had,  told  him  was  traiterous  to  re- 
late. The  firft  years  of  his  manhood  were  fpent  in 
a  diiTolute  courfe  of  life — but — when  he  was  civiliz'd 
he  joined  himfelf  to  men  of  his  own  temper,  who 
pretended  unto  tranfports  and  revelations  (£)/— — — — 
The  following  extracts  from  fome  of  Oliver's  letters  will, 
perhaps,  better  than  any  thing  elfe  illuflrate  this  part 
of  his  character.      c  Truly  noe  poore   creature  hath 

*  more  caufe  to  putt  forth  htmfelfe  in  the  caufe  of  his 
6  God,  then  I.     I   have  had   plentiful  wadges  before 

*  hand  ;  and  I  am  fure  I  ihall  never  earn  the  leaft  mite. 
'  The  Lord  accept  mee  in  his  Sonn,  and  give  me  to 

*  walk  in  the  light,  and  give   us  to  walk  in  the  light, 

*  as  hee  is  in  the  light,  He  it  is  that  inlighteneth  our 
c  blackneffej  our  darkneiie.     I  dare  not  fay,  hee  hi- 

*  deth  his  face  from  mee;  heegiveth  me  to  fee  light  in 

*  his  light :  one  beame  in  a  darke  place  hath  exceed- 
'  in^e  much  refreihment  in  it ;  bleffed  be  his  name  for 
c  fhininge  upon  foe  darke   a  hart  as  mine  [c).9     This 

was  written  in  1638.-— —In  a  letter  to  the  lord  Whar- 

tanr  dated  Sept,  2,  1648,  we  have  the  following  paf- 
fapes.     i  I  befeech  the  Lord  make  us  fenfible  of  this 

*  great  mercye  heere  [the  victory  over  the  Scots  under 
6  Duke  Hamilton^  I  fuppofe]  which  furelye  was  much 

more  then  f  #  *  *  %  the  houfe  exprefleth.  I  truft 
%  *  *  *  *  %  £ne  goodnefle  of  our  God,  time  and  op- 
portuniiye  to  fpeak  of  itt  with  you  face  to  face. 
When  we  think  of  our  God,  what  are  wee !  oh! 
his  mercye  to  the  whole  focietye  of  Saindts,  defpifed, 

*  jeered 
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jeered  Sain&s.  Let  them  mocke  onn.  Would  we 
were  all  Sain&s;  the  beft  of  us  are  (God  knows) 
poore  weake  Saincls,  yetSaincls;  if  not  fheepe,  yet 
lambs,  and  muftbee  fed.  We  have  daily  bread  and 
fhall  have  itt,  in  defpite  of  all  enimies.  There's 
enough  in  our  fathers  houfe,  and  he  difpenfeth  itt  as 
our  eyes  *  *  *  *  bekind,  then  wee  can  *  *  *  *  we 
for  him.  I  thmke  thorough  thefe  outward  mercyes 
(as  we  call  them)  faith,  patience,  love,  hope,  all  are 
exercifed  and  perfected,  yea  Chrift  formed,  and 
growes  to  a  perfect  man  within  us.  I  knowe  not 
how  well  to  dirlinguifh  :  the  difference  is  only  in  the 
fubject :  to  a  worldly  man  they  are  outward:  to  a 
Sain£t,  christian :  but  I  difpute  not.  My  lord  I  re- 
joice in  your  perticular  mercye.  I  hope  that  is  foe  to 
you ;  if  foe  it  fhall  not  hurt  you,  nor  make  you  plott 
or  fhift  for  the  younge  baron  to  make  him  great. 
You  will  fay  he  is  Gods  to  difpofe  off,  and  guide  for, 
and  there  vou  will  leave  him  id).'  id)  Thur- 

In  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh^  oe' ™  "  * 
dated  Sept.  9,  1650,  he  thus  writes:  i  We  have  faid 
in  our  papers  with  what  hearts  and  upon  what  ac- 
compt  we  came;  [into  Scotland']  and  the  Lord  hath 
heard  us,  though  you  would  not,  upon  as  folemn  an 
appeal  as  any  experience  can  parallel.  And  although 
they  [the  Scots]  feem  to  comfort  themfelves  with  be- 
ing the  fons  of  'Jacobs  from  whom  (they  fay)  God 
hath  hid  his  face  for  a  time  ;  yet  it's  no  wonder,  when 
the  Lord  hath  lift  up  his  hand  fo  eminently  againfl:  a 
family,  as  he  hath  done  fo  often  againfl  this  [the 
Stuart]  and  men  will  not  fee  his  hand,  if  the  Lord 
hide  his  face  from  fuch,  putting  them  to  fhame,  both 
for  it  and  their  hatred  at  his  people,  as  it  is  this  day. 
When  they  purely  truft  to  the  fword  of  the  fpirit,  which 
is  the  word  of  God,  which  is  powerful  to  bring  down 
ftrong  holds,  and  every  imagination  that  exalts  itfelf, 
which  alone  is  able  to  fquare  and  fitt  the  ftones  for  the 
new  Jerufalem  \  then,  and  not  before,  and  by  that  means, 
and  no  other,  fhall  Jerufalem  (which  is  to  be*  the 
praife  of  the  whole  earth)   the  city  of  the  Lord  be 

'  built, 
I 
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(e)  Thurloe,  c  built,  the  Sicn  of  the  holy  one  of  Ifrael  (e).'  The 
ICQ?  P'  governor  in  his  reply  telling  Crom well  the  Scots  mini- 
fters  faid,  i  that  they  had  not  fo  learned  Chrift  as  to 
4  hang  the  equity  of  their  caufe  upon  events :''  he 
realTumed  his  pen  on  the  fame  fubjecl,  and  writes  as 
follows:  c  In  anfwer  to  the  witneffe  of  God  upon  ouf 
4  folemn  appeal;  you  fay,  you  have  not  fo  learned 
6.  Chrift,  to  hang  the  equity  of  your  caufe  upon  events. 

*  We  could  wifh  blindnefle  hath  not  been  upon  your 

*  eyes  to  all  thofe  marvellous  difpenfations>  which  God 
6  hath  wrought  lately  in  England.  But  did  not  you  fo- 
c  lemnly  appeal  and  pray  ?  Did  not  we  do  fo  too  ? 
c  And  ought  not  you  and  we  to  think  with  fear  and 
£  trembling  of  the  hand  of  the  great  God  in  this  mighty 
fe  and  ftrange  appearance  of  his  ?  But  can  flightly  call 
'  it   an   event.     Were  not  both  yours  and  our  expec- 

*  tations  renewed  from  time  to  time,  whilft  we  waited 
c  upon  God,  to  fee  which  way  he  would  manifeft 
4  himfelf  upon  our  appeals  ?  And  (hall  we  after  all 
c  thefe  our^  prayers,  failings,  tears,  expectations,  and 
6  folemne   appeals,   call  thefe  bafe  events  ?  The  Lord 

.    6  pity  you.     Surely   we   fear,  becaufe  it  hath  been  a 

*  merciful  and   gracious  deliverance  to  us.     I  befeech 

*  you  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift,  fearch  after  the  mind  of 
'  the  Lord  in  it  towards  you,  and  we  (ball  help  you  by 
e  our  prayers,  that  you  may  find  it  out;  for  yet  (if 
c  we  know  our  hearts  at  all)  our  bowels  do  in  Chrift 

(/)  Id.        t  jefus  earn  after  the  godly  in  Scotland  (_/*).'— —Bifhop 
p'  '  Bumet  tells  us,  c  that  when  Cromwell  was  in  the  great- 

c  eft  ftreights  and  perplexities,  juft  before  the  battle  at 
'  Dunbar y  he  called  his  officers  to  a  day  of  feeking  the 
4  Lord.  He  loved  to  talk  much  of  that  matter  all  his 
4  life  long  afterwards.  He  faid  he  felt  fuch  an  enlarge- 
4  mentor  heart  in  prayer,  and  fuch  quiet  upon  it,  that 
c  he  bade  all  about  him  take  heart,  for  God  had  cer- 
'  tainly  heard  them,  and  would  appear  for  them.     Af- 

*  ter  prayer  they  walked  in  the  Earl  of  Roxborougbrs 
4  gardens  that  lay  under  the  hill ;  and  by  profpeclive 
4  glafles  they  difcerned  a  great  motion  in  the  Sccttifi 
4  camp.'  Upon  which  Ct  omtvell  faid,  God  is  deliver- 

4  ins: 
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ing  them    into  our  hands,   they  are  coming;  down  to  (g)  Burnet's 

*  us  (V).'     The  event  was  comformable  to  his  expedia-  .  ,*  °r^°J 

tion.  times,  vol.1. 

Wbit'ock,  who  well  knew  the  man,  writes  as  follows  :  p-  82-  iamo< 
4  From  the  council  of  Hate  C-omwe'i  and  his  fon  Iretcn  c  "  n  eJ-' 

bee  Crom- 

*  went  home  with  me  to  fupper,  where  they  were  very  weirs  letter 
f  chearful,  and  feemed  extremely  well  pleafedj  vve M  Lent!l3'1 
4   difcourfed  together  till   twelve  a-clock  at  night,  and,L"v0e 

*  they  told  me  wonderful  obfervations  of  God's  provi- 
4  dence,  in  the  affairs  of  the  war,  and  in  the  bufinefs 
4   of  the   army's    coming    to   London,  and    feizing    the 

4  members  of  the  houfe,  in  all  which  were  miraculous  ns  M<?- 

4    paflages  (b).'  morialsj 

Thefe  paffages  are,  I  think,  abundantly  fufficient  to  P-  334- 
eftablifh  the  enthufiafm  of  CromivdL  However,  that 
the  reader  may  determine  the  better,  let  him  attend  to 
the  following  anecdotes  which  feem  to  indicate  him  an 
hypocrite.  '  His  rude  cant  and  fpiritual  fimplicity  were 
4  downright  affectation  :  than   which  nothing  can  be 

*  more  evident  from  Mr.  Waller's  obfervation,  and  his 
4  confeffion    to   him.     Mr.  Waller  often  took  notice, 

*  that  in  the  midft  of  their  difcourfe  a  fervant  has  come 
4  in  to  tell  them  fuch  and  fuch  attended ;  upon  which 
4  Crcmvj.il  would  rife,  and  flop  them,  talking  at  the 
4  door,  where  he  could  over-hear  them  fay,  1  he  Lord 
4  will  reveal,  The  Lord  will  help,  and  feveral  fuch  ex- 
4  preffions ;  which  When  he  return  d  to  Mr.  Waller  he 
4  excus'd,  faying,  Coufin  Waller,  I  muft  talk  to  thefe 
4  men  after  their  own  way;  and  would  then  goon 
4  where  they  left  off.     This  created  in  Mr.  Walr  an 

*  opinion  that  he  fecretly  defpifed  thofe  whom  he  feem-  (?)  Waller's 
4  ed  to  court  (/).'  Life,  p.  30, 

And  the  author  of  the  Political  hiflory  cf  the  age, 
thinks  4  the  enthufiafm  of  Cromwell  entirely  affum'd 
c  and  politic  ;  quoting  the  following  anecdote  from  OH- 
'  ver  St.  John,  in  proof  of  it,  viz.  That  being  one  day 
4  at  table  with  his  friends,  and  looking  for  the  cork  of 
4  a  bottle  of  champaign  which  he  had  opened,  on  be- 
4  ing  infoimed,  that  fome  perfon  attended  for  admit- 
'.  tarice  to  fee  him,  Tell  him,  fays  Cromwell,  we  are  (*)MomLty 
4  in  fearch  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (kV  Review,  for 

}     P  C  [  '  Thefe  Aug* I7S7' 
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Thefe  are  the  pafTages  which  feem  to  deftroy  the  en- 
thufiafm of  Oliver  ;  feem,  I  fay,  to  deftroy  it — for  allow- 
ing their  truth,  in  my  opinion,  they  do  not  in  reality  do 
it. — For  what  do  they  prove,  but  that  Cromwell  fome- 
times  talked  inconfiftently  with  his  principles?  or  be- 
ing at  times  lefs  under  their  power,  he  indulged  him- 
fe\{  in  jelling  and  raillery,  to  which  he  was  naturally 
prone  ?  If  two  or  three  cafual  expreffions  are  to  de- 
termine a  man's  character  in  opposition  to  his  whole 
fpeech  and  behaviour,  woe  be  to  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  virtuous  and  good.  Whoever  will  confider 
the  times  in  which  Oliver  liv'd ;  the  part  he  bore  in  the 
tranfactions  of  them  ;  his  real  principles  with  refpecl: 
to  returns  of  prayer;  and  his  opinion  exprefs'd  in  his 
hit.  moments,  will  not  be  long  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
about  his  real  enthufiafm. 

i.  The  times  in  which  Oliver  liv'd  were  times  of  re- 
formation.    Now  c  a  reformation  is  feldom  carried  on 

*  Without  a  heat  and  a  vehemence  which  borders  upon 

*  enthufiafm ;  and   as  Cicero  hath  obferved   that  there 

*  never  was  a  great  vmxv  fine  affiatu  divino,  fo  in  times 

*  of  religious  contefb,  there  feldom  was  a  man  very 
6  zealous  for  liberty  civil  and  evangelical,  and  a  de- 
s  clared  and  aclive  enemy  to  infolent  tyranny,  blind  fu- 
''  perftition,  political  godlinefs,  bigotry  and  pious  frauds, 

*  who  had  not  a  fervency  of  zeal  which  led  him  on 
£  fome  occafions  fomewhat  beyond  the  fober  bounds  of 
6  temperate  reafon.     When  men  are  thus  difpos'd,  and 

*  have  animated  each  other,  and  are  inflam'd  by  oppo- 
6  fition,  peifecution,  and  ill  ufage,  they  are  flrongly 
c  inclin'd  to  fufpecl:  a  divine  interpofition,  and  to  ex* 
'  plain  every   flrange  appearance  that  way.     The  im- 

(/)  jortin's  e  petuofity  fpreads  far  and  wide,  and  feizes  even   upon 

Remarks  on'    children  (/).' 

ecciefiafhcai      Another  ingenious  writer  fpeaking  concerning  thefe 

Tohiu       "times  obferves,  <  That  in  the  high  ferment  of  national 

p.  370.        '  fpirit,  not  only  did  the  animofities  ufual  amid  ft  the 

c  flames  of  civil  war,  fpread  violently,  on  both  fides; 

c  but  that  which  was  peculiar  to  the  complexion  and 

s  temper  of  the  people  .of  that  age;  extravagant  con- 

6  ceits 
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*  ceits  of  a  religious  kind,  operated  in  the  moft  forcible 
4  manner  imaginable.  The  crude  mixture  ofreligi- 
c  ou5  and  political  opinions  which  is  commonly  found 
6  among  the  bulk  of  a  people,  being  then  fhook  to  the 
c  very  bottom ;  it  was  no  wonder,  that,  together  with 
c  the  moft  fhining  instances  of  military  ikill  and  bravery, 
s  of  penetrating  fagacity  and  judgment  in  the  manage- 

*  ment  of  particular  conjunctures  and  events,  ofbold- 

*  nefs,  vigilance,   and  addrefs  in  planning  and  execut- 
c  ing  the   moft  dangerous  enterprizes  5  there  may  alfo 

*  be   difcerned  many  evidences  of  a  wild  and  enthufi- 

'  aftic  genius  affecting  the  manners  and  actions  of  the  (m)  Nation* 
6  popular  leaders  (m).'  al  fPirit> 

2.  Not  only  the  times  in  which  Oliver  Jiv'd,  but  the  "^natural 
characters  he  bore,   and   the  great  and   furprizing  ac-  fource  of 
tions  he  perform 'd,   will  lead  us  very  naturally  to  fup-  political  H- 
pofe  that  he  might  really  think  himfelf  under  the  divine  g^Lond?* 
guidance.     The  age  of  Cromwrfl  was  an  age  of  won- 1758.  ad0 
ders.     The  king  and  his  nobles  were  brought   low;edlte 
the  poor  and  the  mean  were  exalted ;  the  foolifh  things 
of  the  world  confounded  the  wife,  and  the  weak  things 
of  the  world  confounded  the  things  which  were  mighty ; 
and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  were  de- 
fpis'd,  yea  things  that  were  not,  comparatively,  brought 
to    nought    things   that  were.     No  wonder  things  fo 
marvellous,   were  deem'd   by  him  and  others  to  be  the 
Lord's  doings  in  a  peculiar   manner,    fince  they  were 
fo  much  out  of  the  ufual  courfe.     And  as  to  himfelf  in 
particular,   from    fmall  beginnings   he  had  rofe  to  fuch 
heights  of  power  and  reputation,  and  done  fuch  very 
extraordinary  things,    that  it  muft  have  been  very  dif- 
ficult  for  a  man  of  his  conftitution,   to  have  forborn 
thinking  that  he  was  perfonally  favoured  by  heaven  in  his 
undertakings.     c   A  mag-iftrate  convinc'd  of  the  being;  of 
c  a  God  and  a  Providence,  and   confcious   that  every 
€  purpofe  of  his   heart  intends  the  honour  of  that  God 
'  and   the  good  of  the  people  he  governs,  cannot  help 
'   believing  himfelf  under  the  fpecial  care  of  the  Deity* 
6  This  flows  from  the  very  reafon  and  nature  of  things, 

*  andean  never  be  otherwife:  God,    as   furely  as  he 

C  2  '  *  exifts, 


vu^ 
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This,  however,  fpoird  not  his  good  na- 
ture, nor  rendered  him  four,  moroie,  or  fe- 
ver e. 

On 

4  exifts,  muft  necefTanly  favour  fuch  a  man,   and  every 

*  fuch  man  muft  as  neceflarily  be  convinc'd  that  God 
4  does  fo  favour  him, -And  fuch   a  perfwafion  will 

*  always  have  more  or  lefs  influence  on  the  mind,  as 
c  it  falls  in  with  a  conftitution  more  or  lefs  inclin'd  to 
4  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm,  which  is  apt  to  impute 
4  every  laudable  thought,   and   every  fuccefsful   a£iion 

in)  Middle- '  to  tne  special  fuggeftion  and  afliftance  of  heaven,  (w)/ 

ton'sTrads,      3.   Cromwell's    real   opinion  concerning   returns    of 

p.  aco.4to.  prayer  will  clearly  flievv  his  enthufiafm.*     What  follows 

'  on"  /5"*may,  I  believe,  be  depended    on.     4   I  had  heard  from 

4  feveral  (and   it  had   been  confirm'd    to  me  by  Mr. 

4  Jeremy   White,   who    liv'd   at  Whitehall   at   the  very 

'  fame  time  with  Mr.  Howe)  that  the  notion  of  a  par- 

4  tier  Jar  faith  in  prayer,   prevail'd  much  in   Cromwell's 

4  court;  and   that  it  was    a  common  opinion  among 

4  them,   that  fuch  as  were  in  a  fpecial  manner  favour'd 

4  of  God,   when  they  offer'd  up  prayers   and    fupplica- 

4  tions  to  him  for  his  mercies,  either  for  themfelves  or 

'  others,  often  had  fuch  impreflions  made  on  their  minds 

4  and    fpirits  by   a    divine  hand,    as   fignify'd  to  them, 

4  not  only  in   the  general,   that  their  prayers  would  be 

c  heard,  and  gracioufly   anfwered,  but  that  the  parti- 

4  cular  mercies  that  were  fought  for,  would    be  cer- 

4  tainly  beftowed  ;   nay,  and  fometimes   alfo  intimated 

4  to  them  in  what  way  and  manner  they  would   be  af- 

*  forded;   and  pointed  out  to  them  future  events  before 

4  hand,   which   in    reality    is   the  fame  as   infpiration. 

5  Having  heard  of  mifchief  done  by  the  prevalence  of 
4  this  notion,  I  took  the  opportunity  that  offered,  when 
4  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  the  utmoft  freedom,  to 
4  enquire  of  Mr.  Howe,  what  he  had  known  about 
4  this  matter,  and  what  were  his  apprehenfions  con- 
4  cerning  it  I    He  told  me  the  prevalence  of  the  no- 

4  tioo 
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On  the  contrary,  from  moft  indifputable 

autho- 


,tion  that  T  mentioned  at  Whitehall^  at  the  time  when 
heJived  there,   was  too. notorious  to  be  called  in  quef- 
tion;   and  that  not  a  Ijttle  pains  was  taken  to  cultivate 
i  fupport    it;   and    that  he   once   heard   a  fermon 
there     (from    a  perfon  of  note)  the  avow'd  deGgnof 
which    was   to  mainlain  and  defend  it.     He   faid   he 
w<\*  fp  fully  convinced  of  the   ill  tendency  of  fuch  a 
principle,    th\at    after   the    hearing   this   fermon,   he 
thought  himfelf  bound  in  conscience,    when  it  came 
next  to   his   turn   to   preach    before   Cromwell,   to  fet 
himfelf  inuultrioufly  to  oppofe  it,  and  to  beat  down 
that  fpirkua]  pride  and   confidence,  which   fuch   fan- 
cied trnpulfes _.  and  impreflions  were  apt  to  produce 
and    cherifh.     He  told    me,    he  obferved  that  while 
he  was  in  tlie  pulpit,    Gromwellhetird  him  with  great 
attention,    but  would  fometi'mes  knit  his  brows,   and 
difcoyer  great  uneafinefs.     When    the   fermon   was 
over,    he  told  me  a  perfon  of  diftinclion  came  to  him, 
and  afk'd  him  if   he  knew  what  he  had  done  ?     and 
fignifyed  it  to  him  as  his  apprehenfion,  that  Cromwell 
would  be  fo   incens'd   upon   that   difcourfe,  that  he 
would  find  it  very  difficult  ever  to  make  his  peace 
with  him,  or  fecure  his  favour  for  the  future.     Mr. 
Howe  replved,  that  he  had  but  d;fcharg;ed  his  confci- 
ence,   and  could  leave  the  event  with  God.     He  told 
me  he  afterwards  obferved,  Cromwell  was  cooler  in 
his   carriage   to  him  than  before;   and  fometimes  he 
thought  he  would  have  fpoken  to  him  of  the  matter, 
but  he  never  did,  and  rather  chofe  to  forbear  (<?).'       {0Jc^aTmy's 

fr       it  r     •      1  •    "t    n   r    1         r  i  •         t         i    •       JUecnHowe, 

4.  nis  dtlcourie  in  nis  iait  iiekneis  to  nis  wire,  plain-  p.  2,  gvo> 
]y  manifefls  the  enthufiafm  of  his  temper.     Take  it  as  Lond.  1724. 
related  by  hisphyfician  Bites.     <  Sed  nee  animo  folum 

*  aegrotat;   [he   had  been  juft  fpeaking  of  his  domefrJc 
'  vexationsj   febre  fiquidem  brevi  pott  latica   &   lenta 

*  corripitur,  quae   tandem  fpuriam  in  tertianam  dege- 

*  neravit.     Provecto   per  feptimanam  morbo,  abfque 

C  3  *  ullis 
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authorities,    we  are  affured,    that  he    wa< 


cour- 


(/>)  Elenchi, 
pars  ada, 
p.  il$- 


ullis   periculi  indlciis,  (utpote  nunc  iftam  mali  fpe- 
ciem,  nunc  aliam  prae   fe  ferente;)  ut  ne  prohiberet 
fecundo  die  ab  ambulandoforas.   Poft'prandium  auteni 
accedentibus  ad  eum  quinque  quos  habebat   medicis, 
quidam  ex  taclu  pulfum  intermififTe  pronunciat :   quo 
audito  ille  fubito  confternatus  ore  pallet  fudatiunculas 
patitur,  &  fere  .deliquium,  jubetque  fe    ad   leclulum 
deportari;  atque  ibi  cardiacis  refociilatus,  fupremum 
condidit  teftamentum,  fed  de  rebus  privatis  &  dornef- 
ticis.     Mane  furr.mo,  cum  unus  e  casteris  vifkatum 
veniret,  percontarur,    quare    vultus  ei    adeo    triftis. 
Cunique   reiponderet.    ita  oportere,  fi  cui  Vitae  ac  fa- 
Jutis    ejus   pondus    incumberet ;   Vos  (inquit)  medici 
mecreciitis  intermorkurum:  dein  casteris  amotis  (uxo 
rem  manu  comp'eclens)  ita  hunc   affatur,  Tibi  pro- 
nuncio,   non  eiTe  mihi  hoc  morbo  moriendum;  hujus 
enim    certus   Turn.      Et   quia  intention   afpedantem. 
oculo  ad  ifta  verba  cerneret,  Tu  me  (inquit)  ne  cre- 
das  infanirej    verba  veritatis  eloquor,  certioribus  in- 
ntxus   quztm   vobis   Galenus  aut   Hippocrates   vefter. 
fuppeditat  rationibus.     Deus  ipfe  hoc  refponfum  pre- 
cibus  d'edit  non  meis  unius,  veriim  &  eorum  quibus 
arctius  cum  Illo  corhmercium   &  major  familiaritas. 
Pergite   alacres,    excuffa  penitus  a  vultu  triftitia,  me- 
que   inftar  fervuli  tractate      Pollere  vobis  iicet  pru- 
dentia  rerum ;  plus  tamen  valet  natura  quam  medici 
fimul  omnes ;   Deus  autem  naturam   longiori  fuperat 
intervallo  (/>)•'—-  *•  e.  *  But  ail  his  diftemper  was 
not  in  his  mind  alone  ;   for  fhortly  after  he  was  taken 
with  a  flow  fever,  that  at  length  degenerated  into  a 
baflard  tertian  ague.     For  a  weeks  time   the  difeafe 
fo  continued    without   any  dangerous1  fymptoms,  (as 
appearing   fometimes  one,    and    fcmeiimes  another 
kind  of  diiteiTiL.er)  that  every  other  day  he  walked  a- 
broad :   but  after  dinner  his  five  phyficians  coming  to 
wait  upon  him,  one  of  them  having  felt  his  pulfe, 

«  faid 
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courteous  and  obliging,  affable  and  conde- 

fcending, 

4  fard  that  it  intermitted  :  at  which  fuddenly  ftartled, 
4  he-looked  pale,  fell  into  a  cold  fweat,  almoft  fainted 
4  away,  and  orders  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  bed,  where 

*  being  refrefhed  with  cordials,  he  made  his  will,  but 
4  only  about  his  private  and  domeftic  affairs.  Next 
4  morning  early,  when  one  of  his  phyficians  came  to 
4  vifit  him,  he  afked  him,  why  he  look'd  To  fad  ?  and 
4  when  he  made  anfwer,  that  fo  it  becomes  any  one, 
4  who  had  the  weighty  care  of  his  life  and  health  upon 
4  him:  Ye  phyficians,  faid  he,  think  I  mall  die.  Then 
e  the  company  being  removed,  holding  his  wife  by  the 
4  hand,  to  this  purpofe  he  fpoke  to  him,  I  tell  you  I 
4  fhall  not  die  of  this  diforder, — I  am  fure  of  it.  And 
4  becaufe  he  obferved  him  to   look  more  attentively 

*  upon  him  at  thefe  words,  Don't  think,  faid  he,  that 
4  1  am  mad  ;  I  fpeak  the  words  of  truth,  upon  furer 
4  grounds  than  your  Galen  or  Hippocrates  furnifli  you 
4  with.  God  Almighty  himfelf  hath  given  that  an- 
4  fwer,  not  to  my  prayers  alone,  but  alfo  to  the  pray- 
4  ers  of  thofe  who  entertain  a  ftricter  commerce,  and 
4  greater  intimacy  with  him.  Go  on  chearfully,  ba- 
4  nifhing  all  fadnefs  from  your  looks,  and  deal  with 
4  me  as  you  would  with  a  ferving-man.  Ye  may  have 
'  fkill  in  the  nature  of  things,  yet  nature  can  do  more 
'  than  all  phyficians  put  together  ;  and  God  is  far  more 
4  above  nature.' 

Bumet  confirms  this  account  of  the    aflurance  of 
the   divines  concerning   Cromwell1  s    recovery    (g).      I  (?)  Hiftory 
will  reft  the  evidence  of  the  enthufiafm   of  Oliver  here°.fillS0wn. 
(though  many  more  proofs  can  be  brought  of  it)   notp,  lJ,0t° 
doubting   but  it  will   appear  fcrong  and    convincing ; 
and  account,  in  fome  degree,  for  thofe  actions  and  ex- 
preflions  which   we  fliall  meet  with  in  the  following 
fheets  :    account  in  fome   degree,  I   fay;    for  whoever 
thinks  him  wholly  under  the  power  of  this   principle, 
will  be  greatly  miftaken.     Cromwell  ranks  in  this  re- 

C  4  fpe£t 
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fcending,  and  even  ftrongly,   at  times   (g}9 

inclin'd 


(,-)  Me- 
moirs, p. 
247. 

(x)  Memo- 
rials, p.  627, 


(t)  Id.  p. 
384. 


fyeSt  with  Mahsme'i  and  Aureng%cbe,  who  were  great 
mafters  of  themfelves,  though,  by  nature,  flrongly  tinc- 
tured with  enthuiiafm. 

(g)  He  was  courteous  and  affable,  and  inclind  to  buf- 
foonery.]    Here    are  the  authorities.     Sir  Philip  War- 
wick does  honor  to  this  part  of  his  character  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph.     '   In  his  converfarion  towards   me 
he  was  ever  friendly;  tho'  at    the:   latter  end  of  the 
day  finding  me   ever   incorrigible,  and    having  fome 
inducements  to  fufpect  me  a  tamperer,   he   was   fuf- 
fkiently  rijid  (rj.'     tVl/itlock^  even   under  a  fenfe  of 
n  injury  done  him  by  Cromwell.,  owns  he  was  *  good- 
natured  (s).7     His   affability  and  condefcenfion   will 
pp-^ar  alfo  from  the   fame  writer.     '  As  they  [Crom- 
well and  Ire/on]   went   home  from    my   houfe,  their 
coach  was  flopped  and  they  examined  by  the  guards, 
to  whom  they  tojd   their  names  ;  but  the  captain  of 
the  guards  would  not  believe  them,  and  threatned  to 
carry  theft:  two  great  officers   to  the  court  of  guard. 
Iretcn  grew  a  little  angry,  but  Cromwell  was  chearful 
with  the   fbldiers,  gave  them   twenty  millings,   and 
commended  them   and  their  captain   for  doing  their 
duty    (t).'     In  another  pi  .ice   he   writes   as  follows: 
The  Pr'  teflor  often  advis'd  about  this  [The  petition 
and  advice]   and  other  great  bufinefies  with  the  Lord 
Broghill,   Plerpcinty   rnyfclf,  Sir   Charles    JVofely  and 
cthurJoe\  and    would  be  (but   up  three   or  four  hours 
together  in  private   difcourfe,  and  none  were  admit- 
ted to  come  in  to  him  ;  he  would  fumetimes  be  very 
chearful   with    us,  and   laying   afide  his  greatne(s  he 
would    be  exceeding  fa  mliar  with   us,   and    by  way 
5  ofdiverfion,   v/ould  make  verfes  with   us,   and  every 
■   one  mull  try  his  fancy;   he  commonly   call'd   for  to- 

*  bacco,    pipes,   and    a   candle,  and    would   now    and 

*  then  take  tobacco  himfelf ;  then  he  would  fall  again 
i  tQ  his  ferious  and  great  bufinefs,  and  advife  with  us 

4  iq 
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snclin'd  to    pradife   fomc  little  arts  of  buf- 
foonery. 


But 


*  in  thofe  affairs  ;  and  this  he  did   often  with  us,  and 

'  our  counfel  was   accepted  and    followed   by  him,  in  ,  .  Memo_ 

*  moft  of   his    greateft  affairs  (a).'     Thefe  paffages,  riais,p. 656. 
(imply  and  artlefly    told,    ftrongly  indicate  the  chear- 

fulnefs  and    pleafantry   of   Cromwel!^    and    fhew  how 
well  qualified  he  was  to  cos  ciliate  the  affeclion  and  re- 
gard of  thofe  whom    he  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  ,^  See  note 
court  (a-).  [pp?]. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  buffoonery  which  is  men- 
tioned in  the  text.  t  Mr.  Waller  lived  moftly  at  Bea- 
ccnsfitld,  where  his  mother  dwelt  in  her  widowhood, 
and  often  entertained  Oliver  Cromwell  there,  during 
his  ufurpation,  he  being  related  to  her.  But  not- 
withstanding her  relation. to  the  ufurper,  and  Colonel 
Hampden^  fhe  was  a  rcyalift  in  her  principles;  and 
when  Oliver  vifited  her  at  Beaconsfield^  {he  would 
frankly  tell  him  how  his  pretenfions  would  end. 
The  ufurper  us'd  merrily  to  throw  a  napkin  at  her  in 
return,  and  faid  he  would  not  enter  into  further  dif- 
putes  with  his  aunt;  for  fo  he  us'd  to  call  her,  though 
not  quite  fo  nearly  related  (y).  M r.  CovJey  fpeaks  yX Waller  s 
of  '  his  flinging  of  cuihions,  and  playing  at  fnowballs 

with  his  fervants  (zY.' -And  Mr.  Ludlow  relates  («)  Dif- 

that  Crcmwell  con  riv'd    a  conference  to  be  held  in  couri   CT 
KinpJ}ree?i  between  thofe  call'd  the  Grandees  of  the  government 
houfe  and    army,  and  the  Commonwealths  men,   in  ofOliver 
which  the   Grandees,    of  whom  Lieutenant-general  Cromwe  * 
Cromwell  was  the  head,  kept  thenfelves  in  the  clouds, 
and  would   not   declare    their  judgments  either  for  a 
monarchical,  ariftocratical,   or  democratical  govern- 
ment ;  maintaining  that  any  of  them  might  be  good 
in   themfelves,  or   for   us,   according  as  Providence 
fhould  dire6t  us.     The  Commonwealths  men  declar- 
ed that  monarchy  was  neither  good  in  it-elf,   nor  for 

us. Notwithstanding  what   was  faid,    Cromwell 

4  —  pro- 
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But  on  neceflary  cccaflons  he  kept  ftate 


to 


(rt)  Lud- 
low's Me- 
moirs, vol.i. 
p.  240.  8vo. 
Switzer- 
land 1698. 


(l>)  Hiftory 
of  G ret 
Britain,  vol. 
ii.  p.  74. 

(c)  ExacT:  ' 
and  impar- 
tial account 
of  the  Trial 
of  the  Regi- 
cides, p. 

Lond.  1660. 
(<0-Id.  p. 
l6S. 


(e)  Bates's 
Elenchi, 
pars  2da. 
P.   179. 


—  profefs'd  himfelf  unrefolved,  and  having  learn 'd 
what  he  could  of  the  principles  and  inclinations  of 
thofe  prefect  at  the  conference,  took  up  a  cufhicn 
and  flung  it  at  my  head,  and  then  ran  down  the 
ftairs ;  but  1  overtook  him  with  another,  which 
made  him  haften  down  fafter  than  he  defired  (a).' 
Thisfacl  cccurr'd  to  Mr.  Hume,  but  he  could  not  re- 
late it  as  it  was.— Hear  his  words.  'After  debates, 
fays  he,  on  this  fubjed  [government]  the  moil  impor- 
tant which  could  fall  under  the  difcuffion  of  human 
creatures,  Ludlow  teils  us,  that  Cromiueil,  by  way  of 
frolic,  threw  a  cufhion  at  his  head  ;  and  when  Lud- 
low took  up  another  cufhion,  in  order  to  return  the 
compliment,  the  General  ran  down  (lairs,  and  had 
alrnoft.  broke  his  bones  in  the  hurry  (b).y — But  to 
proceed.  At  the  figningof  the  warrant  for  the  King's 
execution,  we  are  fold  '  that  Cromwtll  with  his  pen 
mark'd  Harry  Marten  in  the  face  ;  and  Marten  did 
the  like  to  him  (c)  ;'  and  alfo  '  that  whilft  Hugh 
Peters  was  fhewing  the  lawfulnef,  of  the  faid  execu- 
tion, and,  in  his  way,  exciting  them  to  it  from  the 
pulpit,  he  laughed  (d).'  I  will  add  but  one  paffage 
more.  '  Minores  due-lores  congiariis  frequentius  de- 
4  vincire,  nonnunquam  in  media  cibatione,  fame  non- 
dum  pacata  gregaribs  milites  pulfatis  tympanis  intro- 
mittere  ut  femefas  rapterent  reliquias.  Robuftos  ac 
vere  militares  nocivis  &  validis  exercitiis  traclare, 
veluti  prima  candente  nonnunquam  ocreis  injecT:a, 
vel  culcitris  hinc  inde  in  capita  vibratis.  Semel  au- 
tem  praeludiis  hujufmodi  probe  lafibs  &  rifu  laxatos 
praefedios  ad  cordis  apertionem  provocavit;  eoque 
modo  ab  incautis  elicuit  arcana  qusedam,  quse  per- 
petuus tenebris  optabant  poflmodum  involuta;  dum 
ipfe,  fententias  omnium  fcrutatus,  celaret  fuam  (e).' 
e<  c  He  would  often  make  feafts  for  the  inferiour  of- 
ficers, and  whilft  they  were  feeding,  before  they, had 

1  '  fa- 
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to   the  full  (h)  -,  appear'd  with  the  pomp 

and 


e  fatisfied  their  hunger,  caufe  the  drums  to  beat  and 
c  let  in"the  private  folditrs  to  fall  on,  and  fnatch  away 
4  the  half-eaten  dimes.    The  robuir  and  fturdy  foldiers 

*  he  loved   to   divert  with  violent  and  hazardous  exer- 

*  cifes ;  as  by  making  them  fometimes  throw  a  burn- 
'  ins  coal  into  one  an  others  boots,  or  cufhions  at  one 
6  anothers   heads.     When  the  officers   had  fufiiciently 

*  laugh'd,  and  tired  themfelves  with  thefe  preludes, 
c  he  would  wheedle  them  to  open  their  hearts  freely ; 

*  and  by  that  means  he  drew  feme  fecrets  from  the  un- 
6  wary,  which  afterwards  they  wifhed  might  have  been 
c  wrapp'd  up  in  everla'Hng  darknefs;  whilfr  he,  in  the 
c  mean  time,  pumping  the  opinion  of  all  others,  con- 

*  cealed  his  own.'  Thus  even  diveriions  were  made 
fubferv lent  to  his  policy  ! 

(h)  He  kept  Jl  ate  to  the  full,  and  appeared  on  proper 
cccafions  with  pomp  and  magnificence.']  Cromwell  was  one 
of  thofe  genius's  who  are  oftimes  buried  in  obfcurity, 
through  want  of  occafion  of  being  known.  Thoufands 
fpend  their  lives  in  retirement  who  are  capable  of  great- 
er things  than  moft  of  thofe  whofe  names  are  tofsM 
from  every  tongue,  and  vcic'd  for  wife,  fkilful,  able, 
or  valiant.  In  times  of  peace  thefe  men  are  little  no- 
tic'd  or  known ;  but  they  are  overlook'd  among  the 
herd,  or  treated  with  a  coolnefs  or  difregard  which 
damps  their  ambition,  and  eftablifhes  their  virtue. 
But  when  civil  commotions  arife,  when  the  ftruggle 
is  for  liberty  or  enflavement,  '  then  a  free  and  active 
'  fpirit  is  rais'd  which  overfpreads  the  country  ;  every 
4  man  finds   himfelf,   on  fuch  occafions,  his  own  maf- 

*  ter,  and  that  he  may  be,  whatever  he  can  make 
c  himfelf:  he  knows  not  how  high  he  may  rife,  and 
c  is  unaw'd  by  laws,  which  are  then  of  no  force  :  he 
'  finds  his  own  weight,  tries  his  own  ftrength,  and,  if 

*  there  is  any  hidden  worth,  or  curbed  mettle  in  him, 
f  certainly  mews  and  gives  it  vent.     Accordingly  we 

4  fee, 
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and  magnificence  becoming  the  head  of  a 


ncn 


*  fee,  that  the  genius's  produc'd  at  thefe  times,  give 
{/)EnquJ-  «  great  proof  of  reach  and  capacity,  efpecially  in  politic 
i/flnt°d  '  managements  and  civil  affairs  in  the  largeft  fenfe  {/).* 
Writings  of  Cromwell  verified  thefe  obfervations.  1  will  give  War-. 
Homer.        wick's  account  at  large  as  a  proof  of  it,  efpecially  as  it 

will  afford  pleafure  to  fuch  of  my  readers  as  delight  in 
anecdotes,   as,  I  "believe,  moll  do.     '  The  firft  time 

*  I  ever  took  notice  of  him  [Oliver]  was  in  the  very 
beginning  of  the  parliament  held  in  Nov.  1640,  when 
I  vainly  thought  myfelf  a  courtly  young  gentleman  : 
(For  we  courtiers  valued  ourfelves  much  upon  our 
good  cloaths.)  I  came  into  the  houfe  one  morning 
well  clad,  and  perceived  a  gentleman  fpeaking(whom 
I  knew  not)  very  ordinarily  apparelled  ;  for  it  was 
a  plain  cloth  fuit ;  which  feemed  to  have  been  made 
by  an  ill  country  taylor ;  his  linen  was  plain,  and 
not  very  clean ;  and  1  remember  a  fpeck  or  two  of 
blood  upon  his  little  band,  which  was  not  much  lar- 
ge? 'than  his  collar;  his  hat  was  without  a  hatband  : 
his  ftature  was  of  a  p-Qod  fize,  his  fword  (luck  clofe 
to  his  fide,  his  countenance  fwoln  and  reddifh,  his 
voice  {harp  and  untuneable,  and  his  eloquence  full 
of  fervour;  for  the  fubjecl:  matter  would  not  bear 
much  ofreafon:  it  being;  in  behalf  of  a  fervant  of 
Mr.  Pnrmis,  who  had  difperft  libels  againft  the 
Queen  for  her  dancing,  and  fuch  like  innocent  and 
courtly  fports  ;  and  he  aggravated  the  imprifonment 
of  this  man  by  the  council  table  unto  that  height, 
that  one  would  have  believ'dj '  the  very  government 
itfeif  had  been  in  great  danger  by  it.  I  fincerely  pro- 
fefs  it  leffened  much  my  reverence  unto  that  great 
council,  for  he  was  very  much  hearkned  unto.  And 
yet  I  liv'd  to  fee  this  very  gentleman,  whom  out  of 
no  ill  will  to  him  I  thus  defcri.be,  by  multiplied  good 
fucceffes,  and  by  real  (but  ufurpt)  power  ;    (having 

c  had  a  better  taylor,  and  more  converfe  among  good 

4  com- 
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rich  and  powerful  people,  and  behav'd  luita- 

bly 

*  company)  in  my  own  eye,  when  for  fix  weeks  toge- 
'  ther  Jr  was  a  prifoner  in  his  ferjeant's  hands,  and  daily 

*  waited  at  Whitehall^   appear  of  a  great  and  majefiick  (g)  Me- 
c  deportment  and  comely  prefence  (g).9  moirs,  p. 

Lord  Clarendon^  in  the  account  lately  publifhed  of  his  ^7* 
own  life,  gives  us  a  reprefentation  of  Oliver  s  behaviour  in 
a  committee,  very  little  to  his  advantage.  Here  are  his 
words:  c  Mr.  Hyde  was  often  heard  to  mention  one  pri- 
vate committee,  in  which  he  was  put  accidentally  into 
the  chair,  upon  an  inclofure  which  had  been  made  of 
great  wattes  belonging  to  the  Queen's  manors,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  tenant?,  the  benefit  whereof 
had  been  given  by  the  Queen  to  a  fervant  of  near 
truft  i  who  forthwith  fold  the  lands  inclofed  to  the 
Earl  of  Manch'fter,  Lord  Privy  Seal  ;  who,  together 
with  his  fon  Mundevil,  were  now  moft  concerned  to 
maintain  the  inclofure;  againfl  which,  as  well  the 
inhabitants  of  other  manors,  who  claimed  common 
in  thofe  waftes,  as  the  Queen's  tenants  of  the  fame, 
made  loud  complaints,  as  a  great  opprefHon,  carried 
upon  them  with  a  very  high  hand,  and  fupported  by 
power.  The  committee  fat  in  the  Queen's  court; 
and  Oliver  Cromwell  being  one  of  them,  appeared 
much  concerned  to  countenance  the  petitioners,  who, 
were  numerous,  together  with  their  witnefTes ;  the 
Lord  Mandevil  being  likewife  prefent  as  a  party, 
and  by  the  direclion  of  the  committee,  fitting  co- 
vered. Cromwell  (who  had  never  before  been  heard 
to  fpeak  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  ordered  the  wit- 
nefTes and  petitioners  in  the  method  of  the  proceed- 
ing ;  and  feconded,  and  enlarged  upon  what  they 
faid  with  great  paflion ;  and  the  witnefTes,  and  per- 
fons  concerned,  who  were  a  very  rude  kind  of  peo- 
ple, interrupted  the  council,  and  witnefTes  on  the 
other  fide,  with  great  clamour  when  they  faid  any 
thing  that  did  not  pleafe   them  \  fo  that  Mr.  Hyde 

*  (whofe 


30  THE     LIFE     OF 

ably  to  the  high  rank  in  which  he  had  plac'd 
himfeif. 

Elo- 

*  (whofe  office  it  was  to  oblige  men  of  all  forts  to  keep 
6  order)  was  compelled  to  ufe  fome  fharp  reproofs,  and 
c  fome  threats,  to  reduce  them  to  fuch  a  temper,  that 

*  the  buiinefs  might  be  quietly  heard.  Cromwell  in 
6  great  fury  reproached  the  chairman  for  being  partial, 
6  and  that  he  difcountenanced  the  witneiTes  by'threat- 

*  ningthem  ;  the  other  appealed  to  the  committee,  who 
'  juftified  him,  and  declared  that  he  behaved  as  he 
*■  ought  to  do ;  which  more  inflamed  him,  who  was 
'  already  too  much  angry.  .  When  upon  any  mention 

*  of  matter  of  fact,  or  the  proceeding  before,   and  at 

*  the  inclofure,  the  Lord  Mandevil  deiired  to  be  heard, 
4  and  with  great  modefty  related  what  had  been  done, 
f  or  explained  what  had  been  faid,  Mr.  Cromwell  did 
6  anfwer,  and  reply  upon  him,  with  fo  much  inde- 
c  cency,  and  rudenefs,  and  in  language,  fo  contrary, 
6  and  ofFenfive,   that  every  man  would  have  thought, 

*  that  as  their  natures  and  their  manners  were  as  oppo- 
c  fite  as  it  is  pofiible,  fo  their  interefl  could  never  have 
4  been  the  fame.     In  the  end  his   whole  carriage  was 

*  fo  tempeftuous,   and  his  behaviour   (o  infolent,   that 

*  the   chairman    found  himfeif  obliged   to   reprehend 

'  him  -,  and  to  tell  him,  if  he    proceeded  in  the  fame* 
c  manner,  he  would  prefently  adjourn  the  committee, 
c  and  the  next  morning  complain  to  the  houfe  of  "him, 

*  which  he  never  forgave ;  and  took  all  occasions  af- 
(b)  life  of  c  terwards  to  purfue  him  with  the  utmoft  malice  and 
Lordcia-      c  revenge,    to  his  death  (h)S 

vol.  i.p.  78.  N  one  were %to  judge  by  this,  Cromwell's  manners 
8vo.  Oxford  were  as  rude  as  his  drefs  uncourtly.  But  however,  this 
J?>9'  fame  writer   in  another  place  confefles  the  alteration 

which  was  viable  in  him  after  he  rofe  to  dignity  and 
power.  *  As  he  grew  into  place  and  authority,  fays 
6  he,  his  parts  feemed  to  be  raifed,  as  if  he  had  con- 
6  cealed  his  faculties^  till  he  had  occafion  to  ufe  them  5 

1  and 
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c  and  when  he  was  to  acl:  the  part  of  a  great  man,  he 
«  did  it   without  any  indecency,  notwithstanding  the  (;)  Hift.  of 
6  want  of  cuftom  ({/.'  the  Rebei- 

JVhitlock  has  defcrib'd  him  two  or  three  times  in  his  p°^,I°  '  U 
public  appearances :  an  account  of  thefe  will  explain 
what  I  mean  by  his  keeping  ftite  to  the  full.     His  inau- 
guration was  magnificent.     On  the  26th  ofjfune,  1657, 

*  a  place  being  prepared  at  the  upper  end  of  Wefimin- 
Q  Jier-hall)  in  the  mid  ft  of  it  was  a  rich  cloth  of  flate 
4  fet  up,  and  under  it  a  chair  of  flate  upon  an  afcent  of 
4  two  degrees,  cover'd  with  carpets ;  before  it  a  table 
c  and  a  chair  by  it  for  the  fpeaker ;  on  each  fide  of  the 

*  hall  were  feats  built  one  above  another,  and  cover'd 
■*  for  the  members  of  the  parliament ;  below  them 
6  feats  on  the  one  fide  for  the  judges,  and  on  the  other 
6  fide  for  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  London. 
4  About  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Protector 
4  met  the  parliament,  and  gave  his  confent  to  fome 
4  bills ;  then  the  fpeaker  and  members  went  to  their 
4  places  in  Weft minjicr  Hall^  and  the  judges  and  alder- 
4  men  took  their  places  :  a  little  time  after  this  his  High- 
4  nefs  came  attended  with  his  own  gentlemen,  and 
4  with  the  heralds  ferjeants  at  arms :  the  officers,  com- 
'  mifficners  of  the  feal,  and  cf  the  treafury,  and  his 
4  council :  the  Earl  of  JVartviek  carried  the  fword  be- 
4  fore  him,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  carried  the 

*  city  fword. 

4  His  Kighnefs  (landing  under  the  cloth  of  ftate,  the 
4  fpeaker  in  the  name  of  the  parliament  preferred  to 
4  him, 

4  1 .  A  robe  of  purple  velvet,  lined  with  errnin,  which 
4  the  fpeaker,  affifted  by  me  and  others,  put  upon  his 
Flighnefs;  then  he  delivered  to  him  the  Bible  richly 
gilt  and  bofTed  \  after  that  the  fpeaker  girt  the  fword 
about  his  Kighnefs,.  and  delivered  into  his  hands  the 
fcepter  of  malTy  gold,  and  then  made  a  fpeech  to  him 
upon  thofe  feveral  things  prefented  to  him,  wiftiing 
him  ail  profperity  in  his  government,  and  gave  him  (k\  See 
the  oath  ;  and  Mr.  Manton  (k)  by  prayer  recommend-  n-0ie  [e]. 
ed  his  Highnefs,  the  parliament,  the  council,  the 

4  forces 
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forces  by  land  and  Tea,  and  the  whole  government 
and  people  of  the  three  nations,  to  the  bleiling  and 
proteiiion  of  God.  After  this  the  people  gave  feVe- 
ral  fhouts,  and  the  trumoets  founding  :  the  Proteo 
tor  fat  in  the  chair  of  ftate,  holding  the  fcepter  in  his 
hand  ;  on  his  right  fide  Tat  the  ambafTddor  of  France^ 
on  the  left  fide  the  ambaffador  of  the  United  Provin- 
ces, Near  to  his  Highnefs  flood  his  fon  Richard,  the 
Lord  Deputy  Fleetwood,  C'aypole,  mafter  ofthehorfe, 
his  Highnefles  council  and  officers  of  ftate  ;  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  held  the  fword  on  the  right  Tide  of  the 
chair,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  held  the  city 
fword  on  the  left  hand  of  the  chair;  near  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  ftood  the  Lord  Vifcount  Lijle,  general 
Mouniague,  and  I,  each  of  us  having  a  drawn  fword 
in  our  hands.  Then  the  trumpets  founded,  and  an 
herald  proclaimed  his  Highne/Tes  title;  and  procla- 
mation was  made,  and  loud  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple, God  fave  the  Lord  Protector.  The  ceremonies 
being  ended,  his  Highnefs  having  his  train  carried  by 
the  Lord  Sherwood,  Mr.  Rich,  the  Earl  of  Warwick's 
grandchild,  and  by  the  Lord  Roberts's  fon,  accompa- 
nied by  the  ambaftadors,  and  attended  as  before,  went 
in  ftate  to  Weftminjier  Hall  gate,  where-he  took  his 
rich  coach.  In  the  upper  end  of  it'himfelf  fat  in  his 
robes,  in  the  other  end  fat  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  m 
one  boot  fat  his  fon  Richard,  and  I  with  a  drawn 
fword  in  my  hand;  and  in  the  other  boot  fat  the 
Lord  Vifcount  Lijle,  and  General  Mountagve,  with 
fwords  drawn  in  their  hands  ;  Claypole  led  the  horfe 
of  honour  in  rich  caparifons,  the  life  guard  and  other 
guards  attended    the  coach,  the  officers  and  the  reft 

following  in  coaches  to  Whitehall  (/).' Cromwell's 

eception  of  the  Swedijh  ambaffador  will'  give  us  ftill  a 
clearer  idea  of  his  capacity  for  acting  in  the  pompous 
fcenes  of  life.  Take  it  from  the  author  juft  cited. 
'  His  [theambafTador's]  people  went  all  bare,  two  and 
*  two  before  him  in  order,  according  to  their  qualities; 
c  the  beft  men  laft;  and  next  to  him,  the  mafter  of 
ft  the  ceremonies  next ;  before  him,  I  on  his  right  hand 

4  and 
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Elocution  was  not  his  talent,     His  public 

fpeeches 

*  and  Strickland  on  his  left  hand;  they  made  a  handfome 
€  /hew  in  this  equipage,  and  fo  went  up  to  the  council- 
c  chamber,  where  the  ambaflador  repos'd  himfelf,  about 
i  a  quarter  of  an    hour,  and  then  word  being  brought 

*  that  the   Protector  was  ready  in  the  Banquetting-houfe^ 

*  he  came  down  into  the  court  again,  and  in  the  fame 
order  they  went  up  into  the  Banquetting-hmfe.  White- 
hall court  was  full  of  foldiers  in  good  order,  the  flairs 
and  doors  were  kept  by  the  Protector's  guards  in  their 
livery  coats,  with  halberts,  the  rooms  and  pafTages  in 

*  very  handfome  order;  the  Banqnetting-houje  was  richly 

*  hung    with   arras,  multitudes  of  gentlemen  in  it,   and 

*  of  ladies  in  the  galleries.  The  ambaffador's  people 
6  were  all  admitted  into  the  room,  and  made  a  lane 
6  within  the  rails  in  the  midft  of  the  room.  At  the  up- 
e  per  end  upon  a  foot-pace  and  carpet,  flood  the  Pro- 
c  tector  with  a  chair  of  ftate  behind  him,   and  divers  of 

5  his  council  and  fervants  about  him.  The  mafler  of 
c  the  ceremonies  went  before  the  ambaflador  on  the  left 
c  fide  ;  the  ambaflador  in  the  middle,  betwixt  me  and 

*  Strickland,  went  up  in  the  open  lane  of  the  room ;   as 

*  foon  as  they  came  within  the  room,  at  the  lower  end 

6  of  the  lane,  they  put  off  their  hats :  the  ambaflador  a 
4  little  while  after  the  reft,  and  when  he  was  uncover'd, 
6  the  Protector  alfo  put  off  his  hat,  and  anfwer'd   the 

*  ambaffador's  three  falutations  in  his  coming  up  to  him, 

*  and  on  the  foot-pace  they  faluted  each  other  as  ufually 

*  friends  do:  and  when  the  Protestor  put  on  his  hat, 
c  the  ambaflador  put  on  his,  as  foon  as  the  other.  Af- 
'  ter  a  little  paufe,  the  ambaflador  put  off  his  hat,  and 
c  began  to  fpeak,  and  then  put  it  on  again  ;  and  when- 
'  foever  in  his  fpeech  he  named  the  King  his  matter,  or 

*  Sweden,  or  the  Protector,    or  England,   he   moved  his 

*  hat,  efpecially  if  he  mentioned  any  thing  of  God,  or 
c  the  good  of  Ghrijlendom,  he  put  off  his  hat  very  low  ; 
1   and   the  Protedtor  ftill  anfwered  him  in   the  like  pof- 

*  tures  of  civil  it  v.     The  ambaflador  fpolve  in  the  Swedifi 

D  *  Ian- 


34  THE     LIFE     OF 

fpeeches  in  general  are  longwinded,  obfcure, 
flat  (i)  and  ambiguous :  but, whether  this  was 

not 

s  languages  and  after  he  bad  done,  being  but  fhorr,  his 
c  fecretary  did  interpret  it  in  Latin.'  After  his  inter- 
'*■  preter  had  done,  the  Protedtor  itood  frill  a  pretty  while, 
*  and  putting  off  his  hat  to  the  ambaffador,  with  a  car- 
{  fiage  full  of  gravity  and  ftate,  he  anfwered  him  in  Eng-> 
-  I  ?°g  *  Vfi>  (ffl)>,|J  r  Though  the  ceremonials  on  thefe  pub- 
lic occafions  are,  I  apprehend,  ordered  and  appointed  by 
the  proper  officers,  yet  the  man  who  (having  fpent  forty 
years  of  his  life  in  a  manner  almoft  wholly  in  obfcurity 
and  remote  from  courts,  as  Oliver  had  done)  could  acl 
his  part  fo  gracefully  in  them,  muft  have  had  a  ge- 
nius of  a  peculiar  turn,  and  greatly  fuperiourto  the  com- 
mon clafs  of  men.— Mr.  Waller  feems  therefore  to  have 
had  reafon  for  his  complement  to  him  in  the  following 
verfts : 

*  Oft  have  we  wondered,  how  you  hid  in  peace 
A  mind  proportioned  to  fuch  things  as  thefe  \ 
How  fuch  a  ruling  fp'rit  you  cou'd  reftrain, 
And  pradtffe  firft  over  yourfelf  to  reign. 
Your  private  life  did  ajuft  pattern  give 
How  fathers,  hufbands,  pious  fonslhou'd  live  ; 
Born  to  command,  your  princely  virtues  flept 
Like  humble  David's  while  the  Hock  he  kept/ 

I  cannot  clofe  this  note  without  observing  the  propriety 
of  the  Swidiftj  ambaflador's  making  ufe  of  his  native 
tongue  in  his  public  audience,  and  the  Protector's  reply- 
ing in  his  own  language.  It  fhews  the  value  they  each 
fet  on  their  refpeetive  countries,  and  their  diflike  of  put- 
ting fuch  a  flight  on  them  as  to  imagine  their  idiom  un- 
polite  or  indeterminate.  It  would  not  have  been  amifs 
if  the  example  had  been  followed. 

(i)  Elocution  was  not  his  talent,  &c]     Cromwell's  want 
of  eloquence  has  been  obferv'd  by  many  writers.    ;■  All 

S  virtues, 
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not  partly  out  of  defign,  may  be  a  queftion, 

feeing 


*  virtues,  fays  Mr.  Cowley^ being  rightly  divided  into  mo« 

*  rai  and    intellectual,   I   know  not  how  we   can  better 
judge  of  the  former   than  by  mens  a&ions,  or  of  the 

*  latter  than  by  their  writings  oripeeches.  And  for  thefe 
latter  (which  are   Jeaft  in   merit,  or  rather  which   are 

6  only  the  inftruments  of  mifchief  where  the  other  are 
wanting)  I  think  you  can  hardly  pick  out  the  name 
of  a  man  who  e\ner  was  called  great,  beftdes  him  we 

*  are  now  fpeaking  of,  who  never  left  the  memory  be- 

*  hind  him  of  one  wife  or  witty  apothegm  even   among 

*  his  domeftic  fervants  or  greateft  flatterers.     That  little 

*  in  print  which   remains  upon  a  fad  record  for  him,  is 

*  fuch,   as  a  fatyr  again  ft  him  would  not  have  made  him  rn\  pj^ 

'  &y,  for  fear  of  tranfgreffing  too  much  the  rules  of  pro-  courfe  con- 
'  bability  («).*  «™ns 

Mr,  Hume  fays  that  c  he  was  .incapable  of  exprefling  Cromwell 

*  himfelf  on  this   occafion   [the  crown's   being   offer'd  p.  87.  Prin- 
4  him]"  but  in  a  manner  which  a  peafant  of  the  moft  or-  5d  ^^ 

*  dinary   capacity,  would  juftly  be  afliamed  of.'     And  jn  J2m0. 
after  quoting  a  paiTage  from  the  conference  at  Whitehall  Loud.  i63i, 
to    fupport   this  affertion,  he  obferves  that  c  the   great 

*  defeci   in  Oliver's  fpeeches  confifts  not  in  his  want  of 

*  elocution,   but  in  his  want  of  ideas.     The  fagacity  of 

*  his   aclions  and    the  abfurdity  of  his  difcourfe,  forms 
c  the  rnoft  prodigious  contrafte   that  ever   was  known. 

*  The   collection  of  all  his  fpeeches,  letters,   fermons, 

*  (for  he  alio  wrote  fermons)  would  make  a  great  curio- 

c  nty,   and  with  a  few  exceptions  might  juiily  pafs  for  (0)  r-jift. 
c  one  of  the  mofl  nonfenfical  books  in  the   world  (0).'  vol.  ii.  ?. 
This  gentleman's   great   defects  are  want  of  confiflency  ?9»  So* 
with  himfelf,   and  regard  to  truth.     In   the  paiTage  here 
quoted   he  affures   us  that  c  the  great  defect   in  Oliver's 
4   fpeeches  confifts  not  in  his  want  of  elocution,  but  in  his 
4  want  of  ideas :'    a    few  pages    after    he  obferves  that 
Cromwell  c  was  not   defective   in  any  talent,  except  that  ^  T(j  - 

*  of  elocution  {p).y     That  he  wrote  fermons  is  a  difcovery  90. 
of  Mr,  Name's  own  j  I  believe  no  writer  worth  naming 

D  2  ever 
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feeing  he  could  fpeak  and  write  well  on  fome 
occafions. 

Bigo- 

ever  before  faid  it ;  it  Is  quite  unfuitable  to  his  characler^ 
and  the  times. 

I  have  faid  in  the  text  that  his  fpeeches,  in  general, 
arelongwinded,  obfcure,  flat,  and  ambiguous  :  this  will 
appear  to  any  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  read  his 
fpeech  at  the  difTolution  of  his  fir  ft  parliament,  and  his 
fpeeches  at  the  conference  at  Whitehall,  of  which  I  fhall 
have  occafion  hereafter  to  give  extracts.  The  reafon  of 
thefe  defects  feem  to  be  fometimes  the  enthufiafm  of  his 
temper,  which  produc'd  a  kind  of  expreflion  favouring 
of  cant ;  other  times  his  being  neceflitated  to  find  excufes 
forrefufing  what  he  was  defirous  of;  and  mod  times  a 
willingnefs  to  hide  his  real  intentions.  To  which,  pro- 
,  bably,  may  be  added  his  having  been  little  ufed  to  fpeak 
in  public  afTemblies,  on  public  occafions,  before  he  feiz'd 

the  fupreme  power.- But  defign  I'm  perfwaded  had  the 

greater!  fliare  in  producing  fome  of  his  oddeft  compofi- 
tions.  I  have  feen,  and  (hall  in  the  following  fheets 
produce  copies  of  original  letters  written  by  him,  which 
ihevv  that  he  knew  well  how  to  exprefs  himfelf ;  his  let- 
ters to  the  governor  of  Edinburgh  cattle  before  mention'd 
are  a  farther  proof  of  it ;  and  the  following  fpeech  made 
off  hand  to  the  Swedijh  ambaflador  confirms  it. 

6  My  Lord  Ambaflador,  I  have  great  reafon  to  ac- 
6  knowledge  wkh  thankfulnefs,  the  refpecls  and  good 
4  affection  of  the  King  your  mafter  towards  this  com- 

*  mon wealth,  and  towards  myfelf  in  particular,  where- 

*  of  I  fhall  always  retain  a  very  grateful  memory,  and 

*  (hall  be  ready  upon   all  occafions  to  manifeft  the  high 

*  fenfe  and  value  I  have  of  his  majefty's  friendfhip  and 

*  alliance.  My  Lord,  you  are  very  welcome  into  Eng- 
4  land,  and   during  your  abode   here,  you  fhall  find  ali 

*  due  regard  and  refpect  to  be  given  to  yourperfon,  and 
,'  to  the  bufinefs  about  which  you  come.  I  am  very 
fc  willing  to  enter  into  a  nearer  and  more  ftricl  alliance 
G  and  friendfhip   with  the  King  of  Swedland,  as  that 

'  *  which 
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Bigottry  (k)    made  no  part  of  Cromwell's 


cha- 


which    in   my  judgment  will  tend  much  to  the  honor 
and  commodity   of  both   nations,  and  to  the  general 
advantage  of  the  proteftant  intereft ;  I  (hail  nominate' 
fome  perfons  to  meet  and  treat  with  your  lordfhip  upon  (?)  Whit- 
fuch  particulars  as  you  (hall  communicate  to  them  (q)S.  6°i  ,p* 
Perhaps    a    better   turned   anfwer  than  this  is  not  to  be  Seealfonote 
found  in  England  in  Cromwell's  age ! — it  (hews  what  he  [>]* 
could  do:  though  he  feldom  equall'd  it. 

(k)  Bigottry  made  no  part  of  Cromwell'j  char  aft  er.~\ 
Bigottry  ill  becomes  a  great  man,  if  a  truly  great  man 
is  capable  of  it.  In  a  politician  it  is  a  defect,  in  a  fove- 
reign  a  fault  of  the  firft  magnitude.  Woe  be  to  that 
country  whofe  princes  and  miniflers  are  tinclur'd  with  it. 
There  ecclefiaftics  reign-— and  the  rule  of  ecclefiaftics 
has  been  always  fevere  and  tyrannical.  Bigottry  pro- 
duc'd  the  malTacres  of  Paris  and  Ireland ;  repeal'd  the 
edict  of  Nam%\  annuli'd  the  privileges  of  the  Morifcoes 
in  Spain  ;  drove  the  nonconformists  out  of  England;  and 
depriv'd  Philip  the  fecond  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Thefe  v/ere  the  effects  of  this  fiend,  black  as  the  infer- 
nal pit  where  it  firft  was  produc'd,  and  mifchievous  as 
Satan  its  parent.  May  all  princes  have  it  in  abhorrence  ! 
may  they  keep  its  favourers  and  abettors  far  from  their 
councils ! ,  vain  elfe  will  be  their  endeavours  for  the  pub- 
lic, vain  their  hopes  of  perpetuating  their  fame.  No 
prince,  'tis  well  known,  was  ever  well  counfell'd  by 
priefls.     They  have  themfelves  too  much  in  view  ;  their 

own  order  too  much  at  heart They  cannot  facrifice 

thefe  though  inconfiftent  with  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, nor  can  they  forbear  preferring  them  to  the 
moil:  ufeful  members  of  it.  But  the  bigot  is  the  tool  of 
the  prieft.  He  muff,  be  fo — from  him  therefore  is  to  be 
expected  nothing  truly  generous.  We  know  what  Car- 
dinal Granvall  did  in'  Spain;  what  Laud  in  England > 
but  they  had  never  been  in  a  capacity  of  executing  their 
mad  and  destructive  fchemes,  had  they  had  mailers  lefs 
bigotted.     But  C  ornwell  had  a  mind  fuperior,  he  was 

D  3  above 
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character.     Like  an  honefi  man,  he  profeiYd 

his 


above  the  fway  of  thefe  kind  of  men  ;  there  was  nothing 
in  him  for  them  to  work  on,  they  therefore  either  never 
attacked  him,  or  defifted.  This  will  appear  from  his 
judgment  concerning  the  nature  of  the  miniilerial  func- 
tion, and  the  bounds  within  which  it  ought  to  be  con- 
lined  ;  his  fix'd  opinion  concerning  liberty  of  confeience 
in  matters  of  religion;  and  his  behaviour  towards  men 
of  the  moft  different  and  oppofite  principles. 

I.  CromvjeWs  open  and  avowed  judgment  concerning 
the  nature  and  bounds  of  the  minifterial  function,  clearly 
leads  us  to  conclude  that  he  was  free  from  bigottry.  In. 
his  letter  to  the  governor  of  Edinburgh  caftle  dated  Sept, 
9,  1650,  he  fays,  '  The  miniflers  in  England  are  fup- 
6  ported,  and  have  liberty  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  though 
6  not  to  raile,  nor  under  pretence  thereof  to  overtop 
4  the  civil  power,  or  debafe  it  as  they  pleafe.     No  man 

*  hath  been  troubled  in  England  or  Ireland  for  preaching- 
4  the   Gofpel,   nor  has   any   mimfter  been    rnoieiled   in 

*  Scotland  fmce  the  coming  of  the  army  hither.     The 

*  fpeaking  truth  becomes  the  miniflers  of  Chriir.  When 
fc  minifters  pretend  to  a  glorious  reformation,  and  lay 
'  the  foundation  thereof  in  petting-  to  themfelves  world- 

»*  \y  power,  and  can  make  worldiy  mixtures  to  accom- 

*  p!i(h  the  fame,  fuch  as  their  late  agreement  with  their 
€  King,  and  hopes  by  him  to  carry  on  their  defign,  may 

(V)  Thur-    c  know,  that  the  Sicn  prornifed  and  hoped  for,  will  not 
loe,  vol.,  1.    t  be  built  with  fuch  untempered  mortar  (r).' 

In  reply  to  the  Scottip  miniflers  faying  *  they  had  juft 
c  caufe  to  regret,  that  men  of  civil  employments  fhould 
1  ufurp  the  calling  and  employment  of  the  miniilry  :' 
he  a(ks,  <  Are  you  troubled  that  Chriir  is  preached  ?  Is 
1  preaching  fo  inclufive  in  your  function  ?  Doth  it  fcan- 
4  dalize  the  reformed  kirks,  and  ScotLnd  in  particular  ? 
fe  Is  it  againff.  the  covenant  ?  Away  with  the  covenant  if 
'  this  be  fo.  I  thought  the  covenant  and  thefe  could 
*  have  been  willing,  that  any  fhould  fpeak  good  of  the 
name  of  thrift  j  if  not,  it  is  no  covenant  of  God's 

6  "ap- 
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his  own  fentiments,  and  adher'd  to  the  fe<£t 


f-  approving,  nor  of  the  kirk's  you  mention,  in  fo  much 
the-fpoufe  of  Chrift.  Where  do  you  find  in  Scripture 
a  ground  to  warrant fuch  "an  aflertion,  that  preaching 
is  included  in  youf  function  r  Tho*  an  approbation 
from  men  hath  order  in  it,  and  may  doe  well,  yet  he 
that  hath  not  a  better  warrant  than  that,  hath  none 
at  all.  I  hope  he  that  afcended  up  on  high  may  give 
his  gifts  to  whom  he  pleafe  ;  and  if  thofe  gifts  be  the 
feal  of  million,  be  not  envious,  though  Eidad  and 
Med  ul .  prophefie.- — —Indeed  you  erre  through  the 
miftake  of  the  Scriptures;  approbation  is  an  act  of 
conveniency  in  refpedl  of  order,  not  of  neceffity  to 
give  faculty  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  Your  pretended 
fear,  leafr.  error  fhould  ftep  in,  is  like  the  man,  that 
would  keep  all  the  wine  out  of  the  country,  lead  men 
mould  be  drunk.  It  would  be  found  an  unjuft  and 
unwife  jealoufie,  to  deny  a  man  the  liberty,  he  hath 
by  nature,  upon  a  fuppofition  he  may  abufe  it:  when 
he  doth  abufe  it,  judge.  If  a  man  fpeak  foolifhly,  ye 
fuffer  him  gladly,  becaufe  ye  arev/ife  ;  if  erroneoufly, 
the  truth  more  appears  by  your  conviction  ;  ftop  fuch 
a  man's  mouth  with  found  words,  that  cannot  begatn- 
faid  :  if  blafphemoufly,  or  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
publick  peace,  let  the  civill  magiftrate  punifh  him  c 
if  truly,  rejoice  in  the  truth.  And  if  you  will  call 
our  fpeakings  together,  fmce  we  came  into  Scotland, 
to  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works,  to 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jeius  Chrifr,  and  repentance  from 
dead  works,  to  charity  and  love  towards  you,  to  pray 
and  m  mrne  for  you,  and  for  the  bitter  returns  to,  and 
incredulity  of  our  profeffions  of  love  to  you,  of  the 
truth  of  which  we  have  made  our  folemne  and  hum- 
ble appeals  to  the  Lord  our  God,  which  he  hath  heard 
and  born  witnefs  to ;  if  thefe  things  be  fcandalous  to 
the  kirk,  and  againft  the  covenant,  becaufe  done  by 
men  of  civill  callings,  we  rejoice  in  them,  notwith-  ,^T.  , 
franding  what   you  fay  (*,.' Thefe  are  fentiments  vol.  i.  p. 

which,    however   tinftur'd    with   enthufiafm,    declare  a  l6l« 

'    D  4  mind 
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he  mod  approv'd; — hut  he  fpoke  at  all  times 

with 


mind  free  from  bigottry,  and  incapable  of  being  de- 
luded by  the  cant  of  heavenly  miJJiony  uninterrupted  fuc* 
cejfion^  indelible  character^  and  the  power  of  binding  and. 
looftng  mens  fins  !  Oliver  had  a  fuflicient  prefervative  in 
his  own  underftanding  againft  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  thefe  men  who  make  ufe  of  fuch  magical  terms. 
2.  CromweW s  fix'd  opinion  concerning  liberty  of  con^- 
fcience  in  matters  of  religion,  evinces  his  freedom  from 
bigottry.  No  bigot  has  had  fenfe  enough  to  fee  the  plain 
-and  juft  right  which  every  man  has  to  think  and  a<5t  for 
himielf  in  matters  purely  of  a  religious  nature;  or  to  be 
convinced  that  unlefs  men  freely  and  voluntarily  choofe 
their  religion,  they  can  have  no  merit  in  the  eyes  of  God 
or  reafonable  men  ;  and  confequently  that  they  ought 
never  to  be  debarr'd  from  acling  according  to  their  own 
choice.  The  bigot  is  always  in  the  right ;  every  man 
of  a  different  belief  is  in  the  wrong;  heaven  is  his  own 
portion,  but  hell  and  damnation  attend  thofe  who  think 

and  act  oppofite  to  him.- Oliver  was  not  of  this  caft. 

He  always  profefs'd  it  to  be  his  belief  that  men  had  a 
right  to  think  and  aft  for  themfelves  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, and  that  as  long  as  they  behav'd  peaceably  they 
were  free  to  difTent  from  the  magiftrate  and  the  prieft. 
Mr.  Ludlow  tells  us  *  the  liberty  that  was  to  be  extended 
c  to  tender  confciences,  was  an  engine  by  which  Crom- 
ii.  p.  509.  '  well  did  moll  of  his  work  (*).'  And  Mr.  Baxter  fays, 
00  Reliquiae  t  Liberty  of  conference  he  pretended  to  be  mo  ft  zealous 
by  silvefter  c  for  (&).'  What  follows  will  I  think  plainly  make  it 
part'ii.  p.     appear  that  he  was  indeed  fo. 

205.  Folio.  Mdion,  in  the  following  beautiful  fonnet,  which  I 
believe  every  lover  of  virtue  and  the  mufes  will  read  here 
with  pleafure,  addreffes  himfelf  to  him  as  the  patron  of 
this  mod  glorious  caufe, 

Cromwell,  our  chief  of  men,  who  through  a  cloud 
Not  of  war  only,  but  detractions  rude, 
Guided  by  faith  and  matchlefs  fortitude, 
To  peace  and  truth  thy  glorious  way  haft  ploughed, 

An4 
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with  honour  of  thofe  who  differ'd  from  him, 

treated 

And  on  the  neck  of  crowned  fortune  proud 

Haftrear'd  God's  trophies,  and  his  work  purfued, 
While  Darwen  ftream  with  blood  of  Scots  imbrued^ 
And  Dunbar  field  refounds  thy  praifes  loud, 

And  Wcrcefter's  laureat  wreath.     Yet  much  remains 
To  conquer  ftill;  peace  hath  her  viilories 
No  lefs  renown'd  than  war  :  new  foes  arife 

Threatning  to  bind  our  fouls  with  fecular  chains  : 
Help  us  to  fave  free  conference  from  the  paw 
Of  hireling  wolves,  whofe  gofpel  is  their  maw. 

Cromwell's  own  fentiments  concerning  this  matter  will 
be  heft  known  from  the  following  paragraphs  in  his  fpeech 
at  the  diiTolution  of  the  parliament  in  1654.  He  is  re- 
buking them  for  their  conducl,  and  among  other  things, 
fays,  c  When  you  were  entered  upon  this  government 
raveling  into  it,  if  you  had  gone  upon  that  foot  of  ac- 
count, to  have  made  fuch  good  and  wholfome  provi- 
fions  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  thefe  nations,  for 
the  fettling  of  fuch    matters    in   things  of  religion  as 

to  too 

would  have  upheld  and  given  countenance  to  a 
godly  miniftry,  and  yet  would  have  given  ajuftlibejty 
to  godly  men  of  different  judgments,  men  of  the  fame 
faith  with  them,  that  you  call  the  Orthodox  miniftry 
in  England,  as  it  is  well  known  the  independants 
are,  and  many  under  the  form  of  baptifm,  who  are 
found  in  the  faith,  only  may  perhaps  be  different  in 
judgment  in  fome  lefTer  matters,  yet  as  true  chriftians 
both  looking  at  falvation,  only  by  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  men  profeffing  the  fear  of  God,  and  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  name  of  God  as  to  a  ftrong  tower  ; 
I  fay  you  might  have  had  opportunity  to  have  fettled 
peace  and  quietnefs  amongft  all  profefting  godlinefs, 
and  might  have  been  inftrumental,  if  not  to  have 
healed  the  breaches,  yet  to  have  kept  the  godly  of  all 
*  judgments  from   running  one  upon  another,  and  by 

*  keep- 
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treated  them  with  much  refpedt  and  decency, 

and 


*  keeping  them  from  being  overrun  by  a  common  ene- 
'  my,  rendered  them  and  thefe  nations  both  fecure,  hap- 
'  py,  and  well  fatisfled. 

*  Are  thefe  done,  or  any  thing  towards  them  ?  Is  there 

*  not  yet  upon  the  fpirits  of  men  a  flrange  itch  r  Nothing; 

*  will  fatisfy  them,  unlefs  they  can  put  their  finger  upon 
*•  their  brethrens  confciences,  to  pinch  them  there.  To 
'  do  this  was   no  part  of  the  conteft  we  had  with  the 

*  common  adverfary  ;  for  religion  was  not  the  thing  at 
6  the  firft  contefted  for,  but  God  brought  it  to  that  iiTue 
6  at  lair,  and  gave  it  to  us  by  way  of  redundancy,  and 
'v  at  laftit  proved  to  be  that  which  was  moil:  dear  to  us; 

*  and   wherein   confined    this,   more  than    in  obtaining 

*  that  liberty  from  the  tyranny  of  the  bifhops  to  all  fpe- 
^  cies  of  Protectants,  to  worfhip  God   according  to  their 

*  own  light  and  confciences  ?  for  want  of  which  many 
6  of  our  brethren  forfook  their  native  countries  to  feek 

*  their  bread  from  Grangers,  and  to  live  in  howling  wil- 
'  der  Defies;  and  for    which   alfo,  many  that  remained 

here  were  imprifoned  and  otherwife  abufed.  Thofe 
who  were  found  in  the  faith,  how  proper  was  it  for 
them  to  labour  for  lib. rty,  for  a  juif.  liberty,  that  men 

*  fhouldnot  be  trampled  upon  for  their  confciences  ?  Had 
not  they  laboured  hut  lately  under  the  weight  of  per- 
fections, and  was   it   fit    for   them  to  fit  heavy  upon 

6  others  ?     Is  it  ingenuous   to  afk    liberty  and   not   to 

give  it?  What  greater  hypocrify,  than   for  thofe  who 

;  were  opprefTed  by  the  bifhops,  to  become  the  greateft 

*  oppreffors   themfeives    as   foon   as  their  yoke  was  re- 

*  moved  !  I  could  wifh  that  they  who  call  for  liberty  now 

*  alfo,  had   not  too.  much    of  that   fpirit  if  the  power 

*  were  in  their  hands.  As  for  prophane  perfons,  blaf- 
4  phemers,  fuch  as  preach  fedition,  the  contentious  rail- 
<  ers,  evil  fpeakers,  who  feek  by  evil  words  to  corrupt 
6  good  manners,   perfons  of  loofe  converfations,  punifh- 

*  merit  from  the   civil  magi  (Irate   ought   to  meet  with 

*  them ; 
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and  openly  declar'd  for  their  toleration  and 

encou- 

4  therrr;  becaufe  if  thefe  pretend  confcience,  yet  walk- 

4  ing  diforderly,  and  not  according  but  contrary  to  the 

*  Gofpel,  and  even  to  natural   light,  they  are  judged  of 

4  all,  and   their  fins    being  open,  makes   them  fubjecls  ,x\  whit- 

4  of  the  magiftrate's  fword,  who  ought  not  to  bear  it  in  lock,  p. 

4  vain   (at).' In  a   fpeech   to  the  parliament,   dp.  3,  6l4« 

1 65  7,  fpeaking  concerning  the  provision  made  for  liber- 
ty  of  confcience  in  the  Humble  Petition  and  Advice^  he 
made  ufe  of  the  following  words:  4   As  to  the  liberty  of 
4  men  profeiling    godlinefs    under  the   variety  of  forms 
4  amongft  us,    you    have  done   that,  which   was  never 
(  done  before  ;  and  I  pray  God  it  may  not  fall  upon  the 
4  people  of  God  as  a  fault  in  them,  or  any  fort  of  them, 
4   if  they  do  not  put  fuch  a   value  on  what  was  done, 
4  as  never  was  put  on  any  thing  fince  Chrift's  time,  for  (y)  Thw- 
4  fuch  a  catholick  intereft  of  the  people  of  God  (>-).' —  ioe>  vo1  u 
Thefe  extracts  fully  evince  Cromwell *s  judgment  con-    ' 
cerning   liberty  of   confcience,  and   make  appear  how 
zealous  he  indeed  was  to  reltrain  men  from  injuring  each 
other  on  the  account  of  it:  in  a  word,  they  fhew  the 
man,  the  chriftian,  the  politician.  Imuftadd,   - 

3.  That  Oliver's  practice  was  conformable  to  his 
principles.  Though  he  declar'd  himfelf  an  independant, 
(I  fuppofeas  that  feci  avowedly  appear'd  for  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  in  its  greatefl:  latitude)  yet  he  confin'd  not 
his  refpe£r.  or  his  favours  to  them.  He  had  great  latitude 
of  judgment,  and  conceiv'd  that  as  'twas  very  poilible 
for  wife  and  good  men  to  differ  in  their  opinions  about 
many  points  of  religion,  yet  being  equally  wife  and  ho- 
nefr,  they  ought  equally  to  be  regarded.  We  find 
Manton  praying  at  his  inauguration,  Baxter  preaching  at 
his  court,  and  Calamy  confulted  by  him  on  a  point  of 
importance.  Thefe  were  all  Prefbyterians,  little  affected 
to  him,  but  inclin'd  to  the  royal  interefr.  The  epifco- 
paiians,  many  of  them,  were  treated  with  equal  favour 
and  regard,  though  the  party,  as  fuch,  gave  him  a  good 
deal  of  trouble*     He  fent  for  Dr.  Brovmrig^  bifhop  of 

Exetcr% 
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encouragement.     Indeed   he  conflantly  was 
a    friend    to    religious    liberty,  and   an    op- 

pofer 

Exeter,  and   treated  him  with   great  outward    refpecl: ; 
he    faved    Dr.  Barnard's    life    at   the' taking  Dioghedah? 
and  made  him  his  almoner  ;  he  invited  archbimop  XJJher 
to  him,  and  us'd   him    with   much    civility,  converting 
with  him  about  the  advancement  of  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion  at  home  and  abroad,  and  promifins:  him  to  make 
him  a  leafe  of  fome  parts  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
archbifhoprick  of  Armagh  for  21  years,  and  at  his  death, 
order'd  him  to  be  interred   with  great  pomp  in  Wejlmin- 
{%)  Parr's  fler  ^bby,  where  Dr.  Barnard  to  a   crowded  audience 
Lireofufh-  preach'd  his  funeral  fermon  (z)v     Dr.  Parr,  from  whom 
er>  P'  73'     I  have  the  above  particulars,   imputes  Cromwell's  order- 
lio  eLond°"    *nS  ^is  ^°  honourable  an   interment  of  Ujher's  corps,  not 
1686.  only  to  a  defire  or  advancing -his  own  honor,  but  like- 

wife  to  a  defign  of  punifhing  U/ker's  relations,  by  put- 
ting them  to  a  great  expence:  but  as  he  owns  the  Pro- 
testor contributed  two  hundred  pounds  towards  it,  it  is 
no  way  likely  he  had  any  fuch  view.  He  probably 
thought,  that  fuflicient  for  a  very  honourable  burial- — 
thofe  who  exceeded  it  were  to  blame  themfelves,  if  they 
were   hurt  thereby.— -But  'tis    very   hard  to  pleafe  thofe 

who  are  difpos'd  to  find  fault.- Cromwell's  behaviour 

was   alfo  equally  humane  to    fuch   as  profefs'd  opinions 
uncountenanc'd  by  the   many  in  Britain.     Tojobn  Bid- 
die  who  was  a  Unitarian,  and   the  father  of  the  Englijb 
Unitarians,  in   his  banifhmcnt  into  Scilly,  he  allowed  a 
penfion  of  an  hundred  crowns  a   year;  he  admitted  Je- 
remiah White  and  Peter  Sterry  into   the    number   of  his 
chaplains,    though    few  fpeculated    more    freely  on   the 
ends  and  defigns'of  providence,  or  more  out  of  the  then 
.     ,.-y   -    road;  and  John  Goodwin,  though   hated  by  the  fafnion- 
Mr.  Thom.  able  eccleiiaftics,  continued  constantly  in  his  favour  (a), 
Firmin,  p.        JsJor  were  even  the  Romanics  that   behav'd  well?  de- 
L°\fV°6  Q   ^'tute   °f  it-     Sir   Kcnehn  Digby,  a    man   of  quality,  a 
:      philosopher  and  a  catholic,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Tburlcf>  dated  Paris,  March  18,  1656,  has  the  follow- 
ing 
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pofer  of  fpiritual  tyranny.     No  wonder  there- 
fore that,  in  the  firft  part  of  life,  he  fell  (l) 

in 


ing  pafTages.  4  My  obligations  to  his  Highnefs  are  fo 
6  great,  that  it  would  be  a  crime  in  roe  to  behave  fny~ 
4  felf  fo  negligently  as  to  give  caufe  for  any  fhadow  of 
4  the  leaft  fufpicion,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  might  re~ 
4  quire  an  excufe  or  apology.  1  make  it  my  buflnefs 
4  every  where,  to  have  all  the  world  take  notice  how 
4  highly  I  efteem  myfelf  obliged  to  his  Highnefs,  and 
4  how  paffionate  I  am  for  his  fervice,  and  for  his  honor 
4   and  intereft,  even  to  the  expofing  of  my  life  for  them, 

4  1  mould  think  my  heart  were  not  an  honeft  one, 

4  if  the  blood  about  it  were  not  warmed  with  any   the 


c  leaft  imputation  upon  my  refpedts  znd  my  duty  to  his  ,^  th  >- 

4  Highnefs,  to  whom  I  owe  fo  much  (by     Mr.  Prynne  loe,  vol.  w, 
informs  us,  4  that  Sir  Kenehne  was  lodged  by  Cromwell  P:  592- 
•  at  Whitehall ;    that  he   fufpended    penal   laws  againft  ^ndperrUfea 
6  Romifh  priefts;  and   protected   feveral  of  them  under  narrative  of 
4  his  hand  and  feal  (c).y     'T\$  certain   he  wrote   to  thewhatwas 
governor  of  Virginia  in  favour  of  Lord  Baltimore^  pro-  e°nbe'  ap^d " 
prietor  of  Maryland^  who  was  of  the  Catholic  perfwa-  between 

flOtl(d).  Mr.Prynne, 

I  will  add  but  one  thing   more.     'Tis   well  known  ofcJvle7 
Crcmwell  (though  a  believer  in  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  1659.  4^0,, 
Teftament,  equally,  to  fay  the  leaft,  with  our  modern  wlthout. 

•n    \  Mr-  11  1       <v  r->         name  ot 

controvertuts)  was  willing  to  harbour  the  Jews  in  hng-  D]aceor 
land-,  that  he  appointed  an   afTembly  of  men  of  feveral  printer, 
profeftions  to  confider  of  the  expediency  of  it;  and  that  ^  Thur- 
'twas  not  owing  to  him  or  his  council  that  it  prov'd  loft  p>  l2,  ' 
labour.— — All  thefe   confiderations   will,    if  I  miftake 
not,  abundantly  make  appear  the  truth  of  the  text,  that 
bigottry  made  no  part  of  Cromwell's  character.     It  may 
be  faid  this  was  all  policy  —  If  it  was  —  it  was  not  the 
policy  of  bigots,  who   break  through  every  tie,  human 
and  divine,  in  order   to    promote   their  implanted  non- 
fenfe  and  fuperftition. 

(l)   He  fell  in  with   the  puritans*   greatly   oppreffed.} 
The  controverfy  between  the  prelatifts  and  the  puritans 

will 
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in   with   the   puritans,  greatly  opprefled  on 


ac- 


will  appear  in  the  eyes  of  moil,  in  this  age,  as  very 
trifling  and  infignificant,  and  very  unworthy  of  the  at- 
tention which  was  formerly  paid  it.  They  were  a  ftifF 
kind  of  men,  many  of  them,  of  both  fides;  of  weak 
capacities  or  uninform'd  understandings;  who  impos'd 
unreafonably,  and  refilled  obftinately.  But  on  the  be^ 
half  of  the  puritans,  it  muft  be  obferv'd  that  they  al- 
ways pretended  confcience  for  their  nonconformity,  and, 
probably,  as  they  were  very  great  fufferers,  they  were 
iincere*  This  recommended  them,  as  well  as  their  re- 
gular behaviour,  to  the  favour  of  the  friends  of  civil 
liberty.,  and  the  lovers  of  virtue.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
probably,  faw  many  of  their  weakneffes,  but  they  ap- 
prov'd  their  honefty  and  integrity,  us'd  their  interefr.  to 
bring  them  out  of  trouble,  and  generoufly  help'd  them 
in  their  difficulties.—- — -Another  thing  there  was,  which 
added  not  a  little  to  their  worth  in  the  eyes  of  many  of 
the  moft  coniiderable  perfons  of  thofe  times,  namely, 
an  adherence  to  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church  of 
England^  in  the  fenfe  of  the  compilers,  and  a  itrong 
averfion  to  popery.  The  gentry  then  read  and  wrote 
books  of  religious  controverfy,  and  very  many  of  them 
became  converts  to  their  party.'  But  however,  this 
is  certain,  the  puritans  were  fufferers ;  fufferers  for  con- 
fcientiouily  refufing  to  pracTife  things  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  their  adverfaries,  were  of  no  worth  or  value  ; 
fufferers  from  men  who  pretended  to  be  rulers  and  gover- 
nors in  a  Proteftant  church,  whofe  doctrines  they  dif- 
own'd  in  many  points;  and  fufferers  from  men  whofe 
pride,  ambition,  avarice,  and.  cruelty  had  render'd  them 
odious  to  the  people  in  general,  as  well  as  to  wife  and 
confiderate  men.  Thefe  perfons  here  meant  were  court- 
prelates,   in  the  tinies  of  James  and  Charles  I. 


Such  as  for  their  bellies  fake 
Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold. 


Of 
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.account  of  their  nonconformity,  and  appeared 

as 

Of  other  care  they  little  reckoning  make, 

Than  how  to  fcramble  at  the  fhearers  feaft, 

And  (hove  away  the  worthy  bidden  gueft. 

Blind  mouths !  that  fcarce  themfelves  know  how  to  hold 

A  (beep-hook,  or  have  learn'd  ought  elfe  the  leafl 

That  to  the  faithful  herdfmanY  art  belongs! 

What  recks  it  them  ?  what  need  they?  They  are  fped$ 

And  when  they  lift,  their  lean  and  fiafliy  fongs 

Grate  on  their  fcrannel  pipes  of  wretched  ftraw ; 

The  hungry  fheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed. 

But  fwoln  with  wind,  and  the  rank  miff,  they  draw, 

Rot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  fpread  : 

Befides  what  the  grim  wolf  with  privy  paw 

Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  faid.         Mil  TON". 

This  is  not  meerly  a  poetical  exaggeration.  Soon  af- 
ter thefe  lines  were  written,  a  polite  writer,  who  de- 
clares himfelf  no  puritan,  fpeaks  of  thefe  bifhops  in  the 
following  terms. — c  The  more  our  prelates  enjoy,  the 
more  {till  they  feek  ;  and  all  our  three  kingdoms  are 
grown  fo  Tick  of  their  pride,  injuftice,  and  pragma- 
tical faclion,  that  .fcarce  any  remedy  but  blood-let- 
ting can  cure  them.  We  find  in  Scripture  the  moil 
high  and  holy  offices  of  religion  performed  by  princes, 
even  amonglt  and  above  the  greateft  of  priefts  ;  but 
we  fcarce  find  any  inttance  at  all  where  priefts  inter- 
medled  with  any  ftate  affairs,  either  above  or  under 
princes:  and  yet  with  us  now  the  employing  and  en- 
trufting  of  clergymen  in  temporal  bufinefs,  is  held  as 
politick  as  it  was  in  the  times  of  popery:  although  no 
time  could  ever  juftly  boaft  of  that  ufe.  But  to  pafs 
over  temporal  bufineiTes,  how  violently  have  our  bi- 
fhops been  in  their  own  canons  about  ceremonies,  and 
indifferencies?  and  what  disturbance  hath  that  vio- 
lence produced  ?  They  ftrive  as  for  the  beauty  and 
glory  of  religion,  to  bring  in  the  fame  forms  of  li- 
turgy, the  fame  pofture  of  the  communion-table,  the 
Tame  geflure  at  the  communion,  bY.  in  all  our  three 

6  <  do- 
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as  their  advocate  both  in  the  country  and  the 

par- 

c  dominions ;  as  if  uniformity  were  always  beautiful  • 
6  and  yet  we  fee  all  men  are  created  with  feveral  faces, 

*  voices;,  and  complexions,  without  any  deformity  to 
6  the  univerfe.' — This  is  a  fine  thought,  and  has  been 
frequently  made  ufe  of  by  our  beit.  advocates  for  tolera- 
tion.— The  fame  writer,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  men,  af- 
ferts  that  '  in  the  high  commiffion,  at  the  council  table, 
*•  in  tjie  flar  chamber,  and  the  chequer,  churchmen  are 
6  now  more  active  than  in  their  own  confiitories,  and 
4  yet  their  ambition  further  aims  (as  'tis  faid)  to  the  chan- 

*  eery,  court  of  requefts,  &c.  which  could  not  chufe 

*  to  redound  to  the  fcandal  of  religion,  the  obflruclion 

*  of  juflice,  and  vexation  of  the  fubjecT     If  there  were 

*  not  learned  and  fkilful  men  enough  in  policy  and  law 
Sto  ferve  the  King,  unlefs  divinity  were  depriv'd  of 
'  fom'e  of  her  followers,  there  were  fome  feeming  urn- 
€  brage  why  the  King  might  borrow  of  God  ;   but  when 

f^jDifcourfe  '  God's  more  holy  office  is  neglected,  that  the  King's 
coacernlng    *  meaner  may  be  the  worfe  adminiftred,  the  world  much 
Puntans,  p.  c  gazes   ancj  wonders    at    it  (*).'     We    may    naturally 
Lond.  p'rin-  enough  imagine  men  thus  ambitious  of  power  and  wealth 
ted  for  Ro-^    were  not  overlooked   with1  real  religion  !  and  we  may, 
*-kBQfi       ™n^  ^e  Pr°bability,  conclude   that    pretences  to   con- 
"     fcience   in  their  eyes  had  but  an  odd  and  ridiculous  ap- 
pearance !   and  confequently  that  the  perfons  who  made 
u(q  of  them  to  juftify   their  oppofition  to  their  injunc- 
tions  would  fare  little  the  better  for  them.     I  will  not 
enter  here  into  the  particulars  of  the  hardfhips  and  op- 
preffions  which  the  puritans  underwent   from   the   pre- 
lates, and  the  high  hand  which  was  carried  by  thefe. latter 
over  all  who  oppofed  them.     I  have  given  a   fketch  of 
(/)  Hifto-  it  elfewhere,  and  muil   refer  fuch  as  may  beuninform'd 
^v   r  d  -    tri^tner  (/)■     However,  the  following  fhort  litany  may 
count  of  the  not  be  unacceptable  even  to  thofe  who  are  b£ft  acquaint- 
Lite  of         ecj  with  their  tranfaclions.     It  fliews   their  behaviour, 

Charles  I,  ^    ^     {      {    rnen  ^        had  of  it, 

a,  Z2%» 
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parliament ;    that  he   cenfur'd   and   oppos'd 

the 

A  Jhort    L  E  T  A  N  I  E. 

From  this  prelatlcal  pride  and  their  lordly  dignities '; 

From  all  their  fuperftitioiis  vanities,  and  Popifh  cere- 
monies ;  , 

From  their  late  innovations  and  mifchievous  policies; 

From  the  Curfed  oath  ex  officio^  and  high  commifiion 
cruelties ; 

From  their  Rornifh  clergy,  and  the  peoples  unfuffera- 
ble  miferies  j 

From  their  greedy  gainful  vifitations,  and  the  church- 
wardens enforced  perjuries ; 

From  their  moil  corrupt  courts,  and  their  vexing  Ha- 
veries  ; 

From  all  their  fruitlefs  fhadows,  and  hypocritical  for- 
malities -, 

From  their  hatred  and  malice  a'gainft  ChrifPs  appoint- 
ed ordinances ; 

From  their  needlefly  devifed  and  troublefome  confor- 
mities ; 

From  all  their  illegal  proceedings,  and  oppreffing  ty- 
rannies ; 

From  their  finful  fynods,  and  all  their  papal  hierar- 
chy ; 

From  Abaddon   and  Apollyon^    with    their    priefls,  je- 

fuits,  their  favourites,  and  all  their  furious  blafphemers  y 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us  Qr).  (g)  Short 

View  of  the 

.    From  this  little  fatyr   appears  how   ill    beloved,  yea  church  of 
hated,  thefe  men   were,  how   tyrannical  and  cruel  they  England,  p, 
were  deem'd  !     To  oppofe  thefe   then  muft  have  been  39*  4t0' 
meritorious ;  to  fcreen  fuch  as  were  opprefs'd  by   them, 
humane  and  charitable.     Cromwell  did  this  as   much  as 
lay  in  his  power.     When  the  puritans  were  like  to  come    ^    _ 
into  trouble,  he  would   attend  on  Dr.  Williams?  bifhop  Hps'stife of 
of  Lincoln^  at   Bugden,  and    fpeak   in   their  behalf  [b).  Williams, 
What  his  fuccefs  was  appears   not  :  probably  but  fmall,  P'  29°- .^o, 
for  Williams  being  joftled  out  of  favour  by  the  arts  of  I70(3; 

JE  Laud-) 
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the  court-prelates ;  and  even  preferred  freedom 
in  a  foreign  land  (m)  to  the  flavery  and  op- 

preffion 

Laud,  and  Buckingham^  to  the  latter  of  whom  he  had 
been  a  fervile  tool,  was  fearful  of  fbewing  favour,  left 
his  adverfary  might  get  a  farther  advantage  over  him. — * 
In  the  parliament  1628,  we  find  Cromwell  in  a  *  com- 

*  mittee  concerning  the    pardons  granted  by  the  King 

*  [Charles']  fince  the  laft  feffion,  to  certain  perfons  quef- 

*  tioned  in  parliament.  And  we  are  told  that  he  in- 
6  form'd  thehoufe  what  countenance  the  bifliop  oiWin- 
&  chejier  did  give  to  fome  perfons  that  preached  flat  po- 
6  pery,  and  mentioned  the   perfons  by  name,  and  how 

*  by   this  bifhop's  means,  Manwaring  (who  by  cenfure 

*  the  laft  parliament,  was  difabled  for  ever  holding  any 
c  ecclefiaflical  dignity  in  the  church,  and  confefTed  the 
«  juftice  of  that   cenfure)  is   neverthelefs  preferred  to  a 

(i)  Ru&-  c  rich  living.  If  thefe  be  the  fteps  to  church-prefer* 
worth's  Col-  <  ment  (faid  he)  what  may  we  expect:  (J)  ?'  But  thefe 
Ie£lions,vol.'e|ports  Qc  jj-      as  wej]   as  0f  the  greateft  and  beft  men 

folio,  tond.  in  ^e  houfe  of  commons,  were  ineffectual.  They  were 
3659.  protected  by  Charles,  who  would  rather  diflblve  a  par- 

liament, than  degrade  a  court- prerogative-bifhop. 

(m)  He  preferred  freedom  in  a  foreign  land  to  the  JIavery 
and  opprejjion  which  tvere  continually  increajing  at  home.] 
Charles  I.  and  his  minifters  were  bent  on  introducing 
uniformity  in  religion,  and  defpotifm  in  the  ftate.  They 
met  with  oppofition  in  parliaments—and  therefore  par- 
liaments for  a  long  courfe  of  years  were  laid  afide.  Pri- 
vate perfons  fpoke  and  wrote  againft  the  meafures  pur- 
fued;  but  they  got  nothing  for  their  pains  but  fines,  im- 
prifonments,  or  barbarous  corporal  puniihments.  The 
courts  of  law  indeed  were  open —  but  they  were  pro- 
perly the  King's  courts.  The  prerogative  was  what  they 
maintain'd  and  enlarged  to  the  utrnoft  of  their  power, 
and  no  man  had  a  chance  to  fucceed  in  them,  who 
would  not  fubmit  to  it.  In  fhort,  the  judges  declared 
in  effect  that  the  King's  will  was  law,  and  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fubject,  was  indeed  his.     After  Hampden  s 

fland 
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ftand  in  the  great  cafe  of  fhip-money,  and  the  infamous 
determination  of  the  much  greater  part  of  the  bench? 
all  was  profound  filence ;  a  dead  calm  fucceeded  ;  every 
one  look'd  about  him  for  a  place  of  refuge  and  retreat 
from  the  iron  hand  of  power.  For  it  was  manifeft,  there 
was  no  redrefs,  and  that  the  men  at  the  helm  were  for 
an  unrelenting  feverity.  Let  us  hear  Laud,  in  his  e^ifrle 
dedicatory  to  his  mafter.  '  God  forbid  I  fhould  ever 
1  offer  to  perfwade  a  perfecution  in  any  kind,  or  prac- 
c  tife  it  in  the  leaf!:.—- — But  on  the  other  fide,  God  for- 
'  bid  too,  that  your  Majefty  fhould  let  both  laws  and 
'  difcipline  fleep  for  fear  of  the  name  of  perfecution, 
4  and  in  the  mean  time  let  Mr.  FiJIoer  and  his  fellows 
4  angle  in  all  parts  of  your  dominions  for  your  fubjecls. 
c  If  in  your  grace  and  goodnefs  you  will  fpare  their 
perfons :  yet  I  humbly  befeech  you  to  fee  to  it,  that 
they  be  not  fufrered  to  lay  either  their  weels,  or  bait 
their  hook?5  or  caft  their  nets  in  every  ftream,  left 
that  tentation  grow  both  too  general,  and  too  ftrong. 

Now  as   I  would   humbly  befeech  your  Majefty 

to  keep  a  ferious  watch  upon  thefe  fifhermen, [o 

I  would  not  have  you  neglect  another  fort  of  anglers 
in  a  fhallower  water.  For  they  have  fome  ill  nets  too. 
And  if  they  may  fpread  them,  when,  and  where  they 
will,  God  knows  what  may  become  of  it.  Thefe 
have  not  fo  ftrong  a  back  abroad,  as  the  Romanifts 
have,  but  that's  no  argument  to  fuffer  them  to  increafe. 
They  may  grow  to  equal  ftrength  with  number.  And 
factious  people,  at  home,  of  what  feci:  or  fond  opi- 
nion foever  thev  be,  are  not  to  be  neglected.  Partlv 
becaufe  they  are  fo  near;  and  'tis  ever  a  dangerous 
fire,  that  begins  in  the  bed  ft  raw  ;  and  partly,  be- 
caufe all  thofe  domeftick  evils,  which  threaten  a  rent 
in  church  or  ftate,  are  with  far  more  fafety  prevented 
by  wifdom,  than  punifhed  by  juftice.'  Thus  fpeaks 
the  great  director  of  affairs  to  his  mafter.  A  little  af- 
terwards, he  fays,  '  I  know  it  is  a  great  Qd{s  to  let  every 

K  2,  *  thing 
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at  home.     But  his  intentions  were  fruftratedi 

and. 


6  thing  be  as  it  will,  and  every  man  believe,  and  do  as 
6  he  lift.     But  whether  governors   in  frate  or  church  do 

*  their  duty  therewhile,  is  eallly  feen,  fince  this  is  an 
i  effect  of  no  King  in  IJrael.     The  church  of  Chrift 

*  upon  earth  may  be  compared  to  a  hive  of  bees,  and 
4  that  can  be  no  where   fo  fteadily  plac'd  in  this  world, 

*  but  it  will  be  in  fome  danger.  And  men  that  care 
'  neither  for  the  hive  nor  the  bees,  have  yet  a  great 
'  mind  to  the  honey.  And  having  once  tailed  the 
'  fweets  of  the  churches  maintenance,  fwallow  that  for 

*  honey,  which  one  day  will  be  more  bitter  than  gall 
'  in  their  bowels.  Now  the  King  and  the  prieft,  more 
6  than   any  other,  are  bound  to  look  to  the  integrity  of 

*  the  church  in  doclrine  and  manners,  and  that  in  the 
6  flrft  place.     For  that's  by  far  the  beft  honey  in  the 

*  hive.     But  in  the   fecond  place,  they  myft  be  careful 

*  of  the  churches  maintenance  too,  elfe  the  bees  fhall 

*  make  honey  for  others,  and  have  none  left  for  their 
6  own  neceffary  fuftenance,  and  then  all's  loft.  For 
'  we  fee  it  in  daily  and  common  ufe,  that  the  honey  is 

*  not  taken  from  the  bees,  but  they  are  deflroyed  firfL 
6  Now  in  this  great  and  bufy  work  the  King  and  the 
'  pried    muft    not  fear  to  put  their  hands   to  the   hive,^ 

*  though  they  be  fure  to  be  flung.  And  flung  by  the 
'  bees,  whofe  hive  and  houfe  they  preferve.  It  was 
c  King  David's  cafe,  (God  grant  it  be  never  yours) 
f  They  came  about  me  (faith  the  Pfalm  118)  like  bees. 
*-  This  was  hard  ufage  enough,  yet  fome  profit,  fome 
6  honey  might  thus  be  gotten  in  the  end  :  and  that's  the 
6  King's  cafe.  But  when  it  comes  to  the  prieft,  the 
4  cafe  is  alter'd  ;  They  come  about  him  like  wafps,  or 

*  like  hornets  rather  j  all  fting,  and    no    honey   there. 

*  And  all  this  many  times  for  no  offence,  nay  fome- 
€  times  for  fervice   done  them,  would   they  fee  it. 

*  Now  one  thing  more  let  me  be  bold  to  obferve  to  your 
'  Majefly,  in  particular,  concerning  your  great  charge, 

*  the  church  of  England.     'Tis   in   an   hard   condition. 

■  She 
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and,  with   the    reft  of  the  nation,   he  was 

made 


*  She  profeffes  the  antient  catholick  faith;  and  yet  the 
e  Romanift  condemns  her  of  novelty  in  her  doctrine. 
8   She  pracfifes  church  government,  as  it   hath   been  in 

*  life  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  places,  where  the  church  of 
s  Chrift  hath  taken  any  rooting,  both  in,  and  ever  fince 
c  the  Apoftles  times  j    and  yet  the  feperatifl  condemns 

*  .her  for  antichriftianifm,  in  her  difcipline.  The  plain 
6  truth  is,  fhe  is  between  thefe  two  fail  ions,  as  be- 
6  tween  two  rnilstones ;  and  unlefs  your  Majesty  look 
6  to  it,  to  whofe  trurl  me  is  committed,  (he'll  be  ground 
c  to  powder,  to  an  irreparable  both  dishonour,  and  lofs 
6  to   this   kingdom.      And    'tis  very    remarkable,    that 

*  while  both  thefe  prefs  hard  upon  the  church   of  Eng- 

c  land)  both   of  them   cry    out    upon  perfecution,  like  ,,,  D 

*  froward  children,  which  fcratch,  and   kick,   and  bite,  tion  to  his 
6  and  yet  cry   out  all   the  while,  as  if  themfelves  were  conference 

«  killed  (&).'     Thefe  pa/Tages,  long  as  they  are,  will  be  ™*J^Jel> 
deem'd  curious  by  many.     They  difcover  the  man,  and  Folio. 
his  meafures,  and  Oiew  what  his  adverfaries  had   to  ex-  Lond.  1673. 
pe£t.     Lord  Sirafforde,  though  of  a  much  more  elevated 
understanding,  came  not  a  whit  behind   the  prelate   in 
rigour.     His  own  account   of  part   of  a  fpeech   at  the 
council  board,  in  England^  written  to  his  intimate  friend. 
Sir  Chrijhpber  Wandesford^  mailer  of  the    roils    in    Ire- 
land, will  fully  fhew   this.     1  will  give  his  justification 

of  himfelf,  on  the  accufation  of  rigour,  at  large. -c  I 

c  craved  admiffion  to  justify  my  lei  f  in  fome  particulars,, 
8  wherein  I  had  been  very  undefervedly  and  bloodily  tra- 
8  duc'd.  So  I  related  unto  them  all  that  had  pail  be- 
8  twixt  myfelf,  Earl  of  St.  Albans^  Wihnot,  Mounincrris^ 
8  Piers,  Crqfby9  and  the  jury  of  Galiway,  that  hereupon 
'  touching  and  rubbing  in  the  courfe  of  my  fervice  upon 
8  their  particulars,  themfelves  and  friends  have  endea- 
8  voured  to  poflefs  the  world,  I  was  a  fevere  and  an 
8  auftere  hard-conditioned  man,  rather  indeed  a  ba(ha 
8  of  Buda,  than  the  minister  of  a  pious  and  christian 
8  King.     Howbeit,    if  I  were  not  much  miflaken  in 

E  3  *  my- 
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made  to  feel  and  fear  the  yoke  of  tyranny. 

We 


'  myfelf,  it  was  quite  the  contrary,  no  man  could  {hew 

*  wherein  I  had  expreffed  it  in  my  nature,  no  friend  I 
4  had  would  charge  me  with  it  in  my  private  converfa- 

*  tion,  no  creature  had  found  it  in  the  managing  of  my 

*  own  private  affairs,  fo  as  if  I  flood  clear  in  all  thefe 

*  refpeclis,  it  was  to  be  confeffed  by  any  equal  mind 
c  that   it  was  not  any  thing  within,   but  the  neceffity  of 

*  his  Majefties  fervice,  which  enforced  me  into  a  feem- 
e  inp-  ftri&nefs  outwardly.     And  that  was  the  reafon  in- 

*  deed,  for  where  1  found  a  crown,  a  church,  and  a 
s  people  fpoil'd,  I  could  not  imagine  to  redeem  them 
4  from  under  the  preffure  with  gracious  fmiles  and  gentle 

*  looks,  it  would  coft  warmer  water  than  fo.  True  it 
£  was,  that  where  a  dominion  was  once  gotten  and  fet- 
s  tied,  it  might  be  flayed  and  kept  where  it  was  by  foft 

and  moderate  counfels,  but  where  a  fovereignty  (be  it 
fpoken  with   reverence)  was  going  down  the  hill,  the 

*  nature  of  men  did  fo  eafily  Hide  into  the  paths  of  un- 
controul'd  liberty,  as   it  would   not  be  brought  back 

;  without  ftrengtb,  not  to  be  forced  up  the  hill  again 
;  but  by  vigour  and  force.  And  true  it  was  indeed,  I 
;  knew  no  other  rule  to  govern  by,  but  by  reward  and 
■  punifhment,  and  I  muft  profefs  that  where  I  found  a 
:  perfon  well  and  intirely  fet  for  the  fervice  of  my  maf- 
'  ter,  I  fhould  lay  my  hand  under  his  foot,  and  add  to 
1  his  refpec?c  and  power  all  I  might,  and  that  where  I 
4  found  the  contrary,  I  fhould  not  handle  him  in  my 
s  arms,  or  footh  him  in  his  untoward  humour,  but  if  he 
6  came  in  my  reach,  fo  far  as  honour  and  jullice  would 

*  warrant  me,  I  muft  knock  him  foundly  over  the 
'knuckles,  but  no  fooner  he  become  a  new  man,  ap- 
4  ply  himfelf  as  he  ought  to  the  government,  but  I  alfo 
e  change  my  temper,  and  exprefs  myfelf  to  him,  as 
6  unto  that  other,  by  all  the  good  offices  I  could  do  him. 

*  If  this  be  fharpnefs,  if  this  be  feverity,  I  defired  to  be 

*  better  inftru&ed  by  his  Majefty  and  their  lordfhips, 
6  for  in   truth  it  did  not  feem  fo  to  me;  however,  if  I 

*  were 
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We  know  little   more   of  Cromwell's   ac- 
tions, 

c  were  once  told,  that  his  Majefty  liked  not  to  be  thus 

*  ferved,  I  would   readily  conform    myfelf,    follow    the 
bent  and  current  of  my  own  difpofition,  which  is  to 

6  be  quiet,  not  to  have  debates  and  difputes   with  any. 
Here  his  Majefly  interrupted  me  and  faid,   that  was  no 
feverity,  wifhed   me  to  go  on  in  that  way  ;  for,   if  I 
ferved  him  otherwife,   I  fhould    not   ferve   him  as  he  ,«  Letters 
expected    from    me  (/).'     Thus   it  was  the  welfare  of  and  Dif- 
the  church,  and  the  neceffity  of  his  Majefty's  fervice,  re-  patches,  vol, 
quired  perfecution  and  opprefiion,  and  forc'd  thefe  men,  "•  P'"z  • 
if  you'll  believe  them,  to   act  contrary  to  their  own  in- 
clinations.  But   whatever  was  the  occasion,  the  go- 
vernment,   of  which    they   had  the  chief  direction,   was 
very  fevere.     4   The  fevere  cenmres  in  the  ftar- chamber, 

*  and  the  greatness  of  the  fines,  and  the  rigorous  pro- 
4  ceedings  to  impofe  ceremonies,  the  fufpending  and 
4  filencing  multitudes  of  minifters,  for  not  reading  in 
'  the  church  the  book  for  fports  to  be  exercis'd  on  the 
4  Lord's  day,  caufed  manv  of  the  nation  both  minnters 
4  and  others  to  fell   their  eftates'and  to  fet  fail  for  New 

4  England,  where  they  held  a  plantation  by  patent  from  O)  Rufo- 
4  the  King  (m)S     <  The  Lord  Brooke,  and  the  Lord  Say  ?Torth'  voU 

'      11,    p.  AIO. 

4  and  Seale  had   actually    pitched   upon  a   fpo:   in  Nav 

6  England^    whither  they   purpofed   to  tranfport  them- 

4  felves,  when    the    exceffes  of  the  court  threatned  de- 

4  ftruction  to  the  freedom  of  their  country.     In  1635, 

6  the    two  lords  fent  over  Mr.  George  Femvicke  to  pre- 

'  pare  a  retreat    for    them  and  their  friends^  in  confe-  rn)  Wa'I- 

4  quence  of  which  a  little  town  was  built,  and  called  by  PoIe,s  Cata- 

'  their  joint  names  Saybrookc  (h).'     Among  others,  thus  R^^d 

inclined,  was   the  patriot  Hampden^  and  his  coufin  (fii-  Noble  Au- 

ver  Cromwell  (0)  :  but   being   on    board  they  were  ftop'd  thors,  vol.i. 

by   a    proclamation,  whereby  4  all  merchants,   matters  I'  2,°6*     ■ 

J        .    l  -  n  121110.1759. 

1  and  owners  of  mips   were   forbidden  to  fet    forth   any  (0)  Neale's 
4  (hip   or    mips    with  pafTengers,  till  they  fir  ft  obtained  Hiftory  of 
4  fpecial    licence   on  that  behalf  from  fuch  of  the  lords  [a^s  ""' 
4  of  his  Majefties  privy  council  as  were  appointed  for  vol. ii.  8vo. 

E  4  4  the  Lond- 1733« 
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tions,  (his  oppofition  to  the  draining  (n)  of 
the  fens,  projected  by  a  powerful  nobleman, 
excepted)    till    the     parliament   fummoned, 

through 

f  the  bufinefs  of  foreign  plantations.'  Nothing  could 
be  more  barbarous  than  this  !  To  impofe  laws  on  men 
which  in  confcience  they  thought  they  could  not  com- 
ply with  ;  to  punifh  them  for  their  non-complyance,  and 
continually  revile  them  as  undutiful  and  difobedient  fub- 
jecls  by  reafon  thereof,  and  yet  not  permit  them  peace- 
ably to  depart  and  enjoy  their  own  opinions  in  a  diffant 
part  of  the  world,  yet  dependant  on  the  fovereign  :  to 
do  all  this,  was  bafe,  barbarous  and  inhuman.  But 
perfecutors  of  all  ages  and  nations  are  near  the  fame  : 
they  are  without  the  feelings  and  without  the  under- 
standings of  men.  Cromwell  or  Hampden  could  have 
given  little  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Charles  in  the 
wilds  of  North  America.  In  England  they  engag'd  with 
fpirit  againft  him,  and  he  had  reafon  to  repent  his  hin- 
drihg  their  voyage.  May  fuch  at  all  times  be  the  re- 
ward of  thofe  who  attempt  to  rule  over  their  fellow  men 
with  rigour:  may  they  find  that  they  will  not  be-  fiaves 
to  Kings  or  pried s  !  But  that  they  know  the  rights, 
by  nature  conferr'd  on  them,  and  will  afTert  them!  This 
will  make  princes  cautious  how  they  give  themfelves  up 
to  arbitrary  counfels,  and  dread  the  confequences  of 
them.  And  may  every  minifrer,  who  forgets  or  tram- 
ples on  the  laws  of  humanity,  have  his  character  at  ieaft 
as  much  branded  as  are  &irafforde\  and  Laud's. 

(n)  lie  cppofed  the  draining  of  the  fens,  &c.  ]  The 
fenny  country  reaches  fixty  eight  miles  from  the  borders 
of  Suffolk,  to  Wain  feet  in  Lincohijhirey  and  contains  feme 
rifcMions  of  acres  in  the  four  counties  of  Cambridge*  Hun- 
tirigtoffy  Northampton  and  Lincoln.  The  draining  of  it 
had  frequently  been  confidered  and  debated  in  Parliament 
in  former  times ;  but,  though  deem'd  ufeful,  was  laid 
afide,  through  fear  that  it  would  foon  return  to  its  old 
ilate,  like  the  Pontine  marih.es  in  Italy y  after  their  drain- 
ing- 
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through  necefiity,  by  Charles  I.  in  November^ 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred   and  forty  5  a  par- 
liament ever  memorable  in  the  Britijh  an- 
nals! 

ing  (/>).    \  The  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  divers  of  theprin-  ,  *  Camb_ 
f  cipai   gentlemen,     whofe    habitations   confined    upon  den's  Bri- 
f  the  fens,   and  who,   in  the  heat  of  fummer,   favv  vaft  tanmV 
quantities  of  lands,  which  the  frefh  waters  overflowed  v^    .*  on* 
in  the  winter,  lie  dry  and  green,  or  drainable :   whe-  489,  490. 

*  ther  it  was  publick  fpirir,  or  private  advantage,  which  Fo1-  Lond« 

*  led  them  thereunto,  a  ftranger  cannot  determine  ;  they  I722' 
e  make  proportions  unto  the  King  to  iffue  out  commif- 

f  fions  of  fewers   to  drain  thofe  lands,   and  offer  a  pro- 

*  portion  freely  to  be  given  to  the  crown  for  its  coun- 
.*  tenance  and  authority  therein  :  and  as  all  thefe  great 
4  and  publick  works  mufr.  neceiTarily  concern  multitudes 
f  of  perfons,  who  will  never  think  they  have  exact  juf- 
.*  tice  done  to  them  for  that  fmall  pretence  of  right  they 

*  have  unto  fome  commons  ;  fo  the  commiffioners,  let 
c  them  do  what  they  can,  could  never  fatisfy  fuch  a 
4  body  of  men.     And   now   the  King   is  declared   the 

*  principal  undertaker  for  the  draining  ;  and  by  this 
f-  time    the   vulgar    are  grown  clamorous  againft.  thefe 

*  firft  popular  lords  and  undertakers,  who  had  joined 
'  with  the  King  in  the  fecond  undertaking,  though  they 
6  had  much  better  provifions  for  them  than  their  inte-^ 
6  reft  was  ever  before  :  and  the  commiffioners  muft  by 
c  multitudes  and  clamours  be  withftood  ;  and,  as  a  head 
4  of  this  faction,    Mr.  Cromwell,    in  the  year  1639,  at 

*  Huntington,  appears ;  which  made  his  activity  fo  well 
4  known  to  his  friend  and  kinfman,  Mr.  Hampden,  that 
'  he,    in  this  parliament,   gave  a  character  of  Cromwell, 

e  of  being  an  active  perfon,  and  one  that  would  fit  well  ,  *  War- 

?  at  the   mark  (^).' <D;<gda!e  tells  us,  6  his   boldnefs  wick,  p. 

*  and  eloquence  in  this   bufinefs    gained   him  fo  much  2S°« 

*  credit,  as  that,    foon  after,   being  neceffitated,  through 

*  his  low  condition,  to  quit  a  country  farm,  which  he 
4  held  at  St.  lues,  and  betake  hirnfelf  to  mean  loJg- 
4  ings  in  Cambridge,    the  fchifmatical  party  there  chpfe 

f  him 
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nals !  ever  to  be  celebrated  and  admired  by 
the  lovers  of  liberty,  for  its  refolution,  firm- 

nefs 

4  him  a  burgefs,    for  their  corporation,  in  that  unhappy 
6  long  parliament,   which  began  at  Weftminfter  the  third 
(r)  Short      c  0f  November  1640  (r).'     What  were  Cromwell's  mo- 
460/    '      tives  to  oppofe  the  trainings  of  the  fens   is  hard,  at 
this  diftance   of  time,    to  fay.     Ignorance   of  its   uti- 
lity,   fuppos'd    injury   to    the    common   people,    who 
paflured  their  cattle  there,   or  a    defire   of  ingratiating 
himfelf  with   the    country  to  whom   this    project   was 
odious,    may   feparately  or  jointly  have  occasioned   it. 
However  his  fuccefsful  oppofition  gave  his  enemies  an 
occafion  afterwards   to   dignify  him   with    the  title  of 
(s)  Meroi-    «  Lord  of  the  Fenns  (s).'     The  reader  may  perhaps  be 
Nov.  L  CUS'  p^ea^e^  to  bear,  that,   long  fmce  the  times   I  am  now 
1643.  writing    of,    c  the  county    of  Cambridge  hath   received 

*  a  very  confiderable  improvement,  by  draining  the 
6  fens  in  the  ifle  of  Ely9  a  work  that  was  carried  on  at 

*  a  vail  expence,  but  has  at  laft  turned  to  double  ac- 
c  count,  both  in  gaining  much  ground,    and  mending 

*  the  reft ;  and  alfo  in  refining  and  clearing  the  air  of 

8nStenn$  C  tl"s  country  (')•'     i*  were  to  ke  wifhed  we  had  more 

vol.  i.-p.'     of  fuch   improvements. — -Since  writing  the  above, 

479*  I  find  an  a£t  of  parliament,  pafTed  in  the  year  1  649,  for 

draining  the  great  level  of  the  fens.  In  the  preamble 
of  this  a£fc  it  is  faid,  '  That  whereas  the  faid  great  le- 
4  vel,  by  reafon  of  frequent  overflowings   of  the  rivers 

«  „ have  been   of  fmall   and    uncertain   profit,    but 

6  (if  drained)  may  be  improved  and  made  profitable, 
6  and  of  great  advantage  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the 
'  particular  owners,  &c. -And  whereas  Francis,  late 

*  Earl  of  Bedford,  did  undertake  the  faid  work,  and 
'  had  ninety-five  thoufand  acres,  parcel  of  the  faid  great 

*  level,  decreed  and  fet  forth,  in  Qfioher,  in  the  thir- 
'  teenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles,  in 

*  cecompenfe  thereof;  and  he  and  his  participants,  and 
6  their  heirs  and  affigns,  have  made  a  good  progrefs 
s  therein,  with  expence  of  great  and  vaft  fums  of  mo- 

' c  nay  5 
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nefs  and  public  fpirit !  In  this  memorable 
period  Oliver  joined  the  glorious  band  (o)  of 

pa- 

<  ney;— but  by  reafon  of  fome  late  interruptions,  the  works 
c  there  made  have  fallen  into  decay  :  Be  it  therefore  enacl- 

*  ed  and  ordained,  that  F/ilUam^  now  Earl  of  Bedford^ 

*  Sec.  in  recompence  of  the  aforefaid  charge  and  ad- 
'  venture,  and  for  bearing  the   charge  of  draining,  and 

*  maintaining  the  works  from  time  to  time,  ihall  have 
c  and  enjoy  the  faid  whole  ninety-five  thoufand  acres/ 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Lieutenant-General,  is  appointed  one 
of  the  comrniffioners,  to  hear,  determine,  order,  ad- 
judge and  execute  all  fuch  things   as   are  prefcribed   by 

this   a£t. Another  acl  pafTed  May  26,    1654,  under  ,u\  gco^eps 

the  prote£tor(hip  of  Cromwell,  for  the  fame  purpofe  (u),  coileftionof 
From  thefe  a&s   of  parliament   it  plainly  appears,    that,  a&s  and  or- 
whatever  opposition  was  made  to  Lord  Bedford,   and  the  j^y"^^ 
other  undertakers,  yet  it  hindered  not  their  proceedings;  and  May 
that  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England  l654«  Fo1^ 
was  attentive  to  the  publick  utility  ;  and  that  Cromwell    on  ' l  SJ* 
was  wife  enough  to  overcome  his  prejudices,  and  join 
in  promoting  the  common  good. 

(o)  He  joint d  the  glorious  band  of  patriots']  'Tis  well 
known  how  hateful  the  meafures  of  the  court  were  at 
the  meeting  of  this  parliament.  Every  thing  unpopu- 
lar, unjuft  and  odious  had  been  put  in  practice,  in  or- 
der to  be  able  to  do  without  parliaments,  and  to  rule 
by  will  and  pleafure.  Thofe  who  had  fuitered  for  their 
oppofition  to  injuftice  and  tyranny,  were  now  the  fa- 
vourites of  the  people.  They  were  applauded  and  ca- 
refTed  every  where;  nor  could  any,  with  fafety,  open 
their  mouths  againfr.  them.  In  this  temper  were  the 
people  when  Charles,  by  dire  neceffity,  was  compelled 
to  call  this  ever-memorable  parliament.  The  people 
rejoiced  ;  they  hoped  the  time  was  now  come  when  they 
might  utter  their  grievances  with  impunity,  and  expect 
redrefs.  Accordingly  they,  for  the  mod  part,  took 
great  care  in  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives,  as 
efteeming  it  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  their  religion 
and  liberties.     Whoever    hoped   for  the    honour   of  a 

8  feat 
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patriots,  who  wiflbed  well  to  their  king,  their 
country,  their  religion  and  laws.     Here,   ak- 

moft 

feat  in  parliament  muft,  at  leaft,  have  promifed  fair, 
and  appeared  hearty  in  the  caufe  of  his  country.  Men 
of  this  character  were  not  wanting  ;  and,  though  fome 
friends  to  tyranny,  and  future  apoftates,  found  means 
to  enter,  the  majority  were  honed  and  upright,  of  fair 
intentions  and  firm  refolutions. — —  Lord  Clarendon, 
fpeaking  of  them,    fays,   '  In   the   houfe   of  commons 

*  were  many  perfons  of  wifdom  and  gravity,  who  be- 
?  ing  pofTefTed  of  great  and  plentiful  fortunes,  though 

5  they  were  undevoted  enough  to  the  court,  had  all  ima- 

*  ginable  duty  for  the  King,  and  affeclion  for   the  go- 

*  vernment  eftabiimed  by  law  or  antient  cuftom  ;  and, 
f  without  doubt,  the   major  part  of  that  body  confifted 

6  of  men  who  had  no  mind  to  break  the  peace  of  the 
I  kingdom,  or  to  make  any  coniiderable  alteration  in 
'  the  government  of  church  and  (late  ;  and  therefore 
6  all  inventions  were  fet  on  foot  from  the  beginning  to 
c  work  on  them  and  corrupt  them,  by  fuggeftions  "of  the 
&  dangers  which  threatened  all  that  was  precious  to  the 
\  fubjecl:  in  their  liberty  and  their  property,  by  over- 
6  throwing  or  overmaftering  the  law,  and  fubjecling 
c  it  to  an  arbitrary  power,  and  by  countenancing  pope- 
6  ry  to  the   fubverfion  of  the  proteftant  religion  ;"  and 

*  then,  by  infufmg  terrible  apprehenfions  into  fome,  and 
6  (o    working    upon    their   fears    "  of  being   called    in 

*  queflion    for    fomewhat    they    had   done,    by   which 

*  they  would  Hand  in  need  of  their  protection ;"  and 
6  raifing  the  hopes  of  others,  "that,   by  concurring  with 

*  them,  they  fhould  be  fure  to   obtain  offices,  and  ho- 

*  nours,  and  any  kind  of  preferment."  Though  there 
'  were  too  many  corrupted  and  milled  by  thefe  feve- 
6  ral    temptations,    and    others   who    needed   no   other 

*  temptations  than  from  the  fiercenefs  of  their  own  na- 
c  tures,  and  the  malice  they  had  contracted  againft  the 

*  church  and  againft  the  court ;  yet  the  number  was 
5  not  great  of  thofe  in  whom  the  government  of  the 

6  reft 
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mod  immediately,  Cromwell  was  appointed  of 
a  committee ,  with  Mr 'Hampden,  Mr.  Stroode, 

Alder- 

e  reft  was  veiled,  nor   were  there  many  who  had   the 

€  abfolute  authority  to  lead,  though  there  was  a  multitude  (x)  Hiftosy 

c  difpofed  to  follow  (*).'     What  their  views  and  defigns  Pf,,t.he  Re", 

were,  the  fame  author  tells  us c  There  was  obferved  Kpt°Jg  J 

€  a  marvellous  elated  countenance  in  many  of  the  mem- 
g  bers  of  parliament  before  they  met  together  in  the 
6  houfe  ;  the  fame  men  who,  fix  months  before,  were 
6  obferved  to  be  of  very  moderate  tempers,  and  to  wifh. 
c  that  gentle  remedies  might  be  applied,  without  open- 

*  ing  the  wound  too  wide,  and  expofing  it  to  the  air, 
6  and  rather  to  cure   what  was  amifs,  than  too  ftriclly 

*  to  make  inquifition  into  the  caufes  and  original  of  the 
4  malady,  talked  now  in  another  dialect  both  of  things 
c  and  perfons ;  and  faid  that  they  muft.  now  be  of  ano- 

*  ther  temper  than  they  were  the  laft  parliament ;  that 

*  they  muft  not  only  fweep  the  houfe  clean  below,  but 

*  muft  pull  down  all  the  cobwebs  which  hung  in  the 
'  top  and  corners,  that  they  might  not  breed  duft,  and 
6  fo  make  a  foul  houfe  hereafter ;  that  they  had  now  an 
8  opportunity   to    make   their  country  happy,    by   re- 

*  moving  all  grievances,    and  pulling  up   the  caufes  of 

*  them  by  the  roots,  if  all  men  would  do  their  duties; 

*  and  ufed  much  other  fharp  difcourfe  to  the  fame  pur- 

6  pofe  (y).'  Arid  what  is  there  marvellous  in  this  ?  ^'  Id*  ?s' 
Thefe  men  had,  by  very  late  and  freih  experience, 
found  that  the  King  was  obftinately  bent  on  his  old 
courfes,  cherifhed  the  fame  tools  of  tyranny,  hated  the 
fons  of  freedom,  and  even  dared  to  imprifon  men  for 
doing  their  duty  in  parliament:  I  fay,  they  had  lately 
had  new  proofs  of  it,  and  therefore  were  not  to  be 
blamed  for  their  fharp  difcourfe,  or  fharper  a&ions. 

Immediately,    on  the  opening  of  this  parliament,   we 
find  great  complaints  made  of  grievances,  not  only  by- 
Mr.  Pytnme  (alone  mentioned   by  Clarendon,  who   has 
confounded  the  bufinefs  of  grievances  with  Lord  Straf- 
fotdis  affair)   but  alfo  by   Mr.  Cap;  I,  afterwards  Lord 

Caf*!9 
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Alderman  Pennington,  Sir  Edward  Hunger 
ford,  Mr.  Kirton,  Mr.  Holies,  Mr.  Valentine 


3 

r. 


Cape!,  Sir  i&?zry  Bcllafis,  Sir  J^h  /Fr^y,  Sir  Hugh 
Cholmely,  Sir  Philip  Mujgrave,  Sir  Francis  Seymour,  Sir 
3^»  Packington,  Sir  'Thomas  Barringion,  Sir  y^»  C*>- 
pepper,  and  others.  The  grievances  were  threefold ; 
I.  fome  againft  the  privilege  of  parliament;  2.  others 
to  the  prejudice  of  religion  ;  and,  3.  another  fort  againfl 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl.  Thefe  were  enlarged  on 
with  no  unnatural  warmth;  their  illegality  and  hardship 
manifefted  ;  the  inffruments  of  oppreffion  pointed  out, 
and  their  demerits  difplayed ;  and  remedies  for  removing 
the  grievances  were  mentioned,  viz,  by  declaring  the 
,  „  _   .      law  where  it  was  doubtful,  and  providing  for  the  exe- 

(x)  Rufh-  .  r     . .      ,  ,  .  r  .  .  °        .      ,  . 

worth,  vol.  cution  or  the  law  where  it  was  clear  (%).  And  to  the 
iv.  p.  21—  honour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  it  muff,  be  faid,  that 
**•  they  went  briskly  to  work,  and  accomplifhed  many  of 

their  good  intentions,  uninfluenced  by  hope,  unawed 
,  by  fear.  They  impeached  the  King's  chief  minifies 
Strafforcle  and  Laud,  and ,  brought  them  defervedly  to 
the  block  ;  they  declared  the  judgment  of  the  judges 
to  be  falfe  and  illegal  ;  they  abolished  thofe  vile  courts 
of  the  high-commifiion  and  (far-chamber,  in  which  fo 
many  oppreilive  and  cruel  fentences  had  been  paffed ; 
they  gave  liberty  to  thofe  in  captivity  for  their  oppofl- 
tion  to  the  prelates ;  they  provided  for  the  frequency 
of  parliaments,  the  difufe  of  which  had  given  boldnefs 
to  the  courtiers;  they  dipt  the  wings  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  and  brought  them  nearer  to  their  firft  inftitution  ; 
and  they  would  have  done  many  other  things,  equally 
ufeful  to  that  age  and  pofterity,  had  they  not  been  de- 
fer ted  by  fome,  oppofed  by  others,  and  hindered  by  roy- 
al authority.  But  they  continued  their  endeavours  not- 
withffanding,  and,  for  the  public  good,  expofed  their 
fortunes,  themfelves,  and  their  poilerity,  to  the  civil 
war ;  in  which,  had  they  been  overcome,  they  would 
ali  have  been  treated  as  traytors  and  rebe's.  Mr.  Ne- 
ville had  reafon  then  for  characterizing  them,  at  leaft 

twenty 
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Mr.  Peard,  Lord  ftigby,  Mr.  St.  John,  Mr: 
Selden,    Mr*   Rous,  Mr.  Pyw,  Mr.  Bag/haw, 

and 


twenty  or  thirty  of  them,  *  as  men  of  high  and 
«  unqueftionah'le  reputation,  who  having  flood  their 
6  ground  in  feven  parliaments  before,  which,  in 
c  the  two   lair,  kings  reigns,    [this-  was  wrote   in    the 

*  time  of  Charles  11.]  had  been  diiTolved  abruptly  and 
in  wrath,  and  having  refilled  the  fear  of  imprison- 
ment and  great  fines  for  their  love  to  England,  as  well 

;  as  the  temptation  of  money  and  offices  to  betray  it, 
both  inferred  by  the  wicked  councellours  of  that  age, 

*  tending  both   to  the  ruin  of  our  jufl  rights,  and  the 

*  detriment  of  their  mailer's  affairs ;  I  fay,  having  con« 

*  ftantly,  and  with  great  magnanimity  and  honour, 
6  made  proof  of  their  integrity,  they  had  acquired  (o 
s  great  a  reputation,  that  not  only  the  parliament,  but 
'  even    almoft   the   whole  people,;,  ftuck    to   them   and 

*  were  fwayed   by  them without   fear   of  being  (a)  Plato 

4  deferred,  or,   as  we  hy,  left  in  th\  lurch  (#).'— — — Rediyivus, 
Let   us  hear  Milton  rehearfmg   their  praifes  in   1642.  i'2mo,2de<i. 
After    having   mentioned   their    birth,   their   education, 
and  their  virtue   unfullied   amidft  great  difcouragements 
and   temptations,  he  adds,  '  Thus,  in  the  midrf.  of  all 

*  difadvantages  and  difrefpecls  (fome  alfo  at  laft  not 
c  without  imprifonment  and  open  difgraces  in  the  caufe 
c  of  their  country)  having  given  proof  of  themfelves 
c  to  be  better  made  and  framed  by  nature  to  the  love 
c  and  practice  of  virtue,  than  others,  under  the  holieft 
c  precepts  and  beft  examples,  have  been  headitrong  and 

*  prone  to  vice  ;  and  having,  in  ail  the  trials  of  a  firm. 

*  ingrafted  honefty,  not  oftrier  buckled  in  the  conflict 
4  than  given    every    oppofition   the    foil ;    this,  more- 

*  over,  was  added,  by  favour  from  heaven,  as  an  orna- 
c  ment  and    happinefs  to  their  virtue,  that  it  mould  be 

*  neither  obfcure,  in  the  opinion  of  men,  nor  eclipfed 
4  for  want  of  matter  equal  to  illuftrate  itfelf  j  God  and 

*  man  confenting,  in  joint  approbation,  to  chufe  them 

*  out,  as  worthieff,   above  others,  to  be  both  the  great 

6  re- 
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and  Mr.  Grimflon,  to  take  into  confideratioit 

the 

*  reformers    of  the   church,    and    the  reftorers    of  the 

*  commonwealth.  Nor  did  they  deceive  that  expectation 
6  which,  with   the  eyes   and   defires    of  their  country, 

*  was  fixt  upon  them ;  for  no  fooner  did  the  force  of 
4  fo  much  united  excellence  meet  in  one  globe  of  bright- 
'  nefs  and  efficacy,  but,  encountering  the  dazled  refift- 

*  ance  of  tyranny,  they    gave  not  over,  though    their 

*  enemies  were  ftrong  and  futtle,  till  they  had  laid  her 

4  groveling  upon  the  fatal  block  :  with  one  ftroke  win- 

5  ning  again  our  loft  liberties  and  charters,  which   our 

*  forefathers,  after  fo  many  battles,  could  fcarce  main- 

*  tain.     And  meeting  next,  as  I  may  fo  refemble,  with 

*  the  fecond  life  of  tyranny  (for  (he  was  grown  an  am- 

*  biguous  monfter,  and  to  be  ilain  in  two  fhapes)  guard- 
4  ed  with  fuperflition,  which  hath  no  fmall  power  to 

-*  captivate  the  minds  of  men  otherwife  moil  wife,  they 

6  neither  were  taken  with  her  mitred  hypocrify,  nor 
c  terrified  with  the  pu(h  of  her  beflial  horns,  but,  break- 

*  ing  them  immediately,  forced  her  to  unbend  the  pon- 
&  tifical  brow,  and  recoil :  which  repulfe,  only  given  to 
4  the  prelates  (that  we  may  imagine  how  happy  their  re- 
4  moval  would  be)  was  the  producement  of  fuch  glori- 
4  ous  efTecls  and  confequenccs  in  the  church,  that,  if  I 

*  fhould  compare  them  with  thofe  exploits  of  higherl 
4  fame  in  poems  and  panegyrics  of  old,  I  am  certain  it 
4  would  but  diminifh  and  impair  their  worth,  who  are 
4  now  my  argument ;  for  thofe  antient  worthies  deli— 
4  vered  men  from  fuch  tyrants  as  were  content  to  in- 
4  force  only  an  outward  obedience,  letting  the  mind  be 
4  as  free  as  it  could ;  but  thefe  have  freed  us  from  a 
4  doclrine  of  tyranny  that  offered  violence  and  corrup- 
4  tion  even  to  the  inward  perfwafion  :  they  fet  at  liber- 
4  ty  nations  and  cities  of  men,  good  and  bad  mixed  to- 
4  gether;  but  thefe,  opening  the  prifons  and  dungeons, 

*  called  out  of  darknefs  and  bonds  the  elect  martyrs  and 

*  witnefTes  of  their  Redeemer:  they  reftored  the  body 

*  to  eafe  and  wealth  $  but  thefe  the  opprefled  confcience 

4  to 
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5  to  that  freedom  which  is  the  chief  prerogative  of  the 
4  Gofpel ;  taking  off  thofe  cruel  burthens  impofed   not 

*  by  neceffity,  as  other  tyrants  are  wont  for  the  fafe- 
4  guard  of  their  lives,  but  laid   upon  our  necks  by  the 

*  ftrange  wilfulnefs  and  wantonnefs  of  a  needlefs  and 
'  jolly  perfecutor  called  indifference.  Laftly,  Some  of 
c  thofe  ancient  deliverers  have  had  immortal  praifes* 
'  for  preferving  their  citizens    from  a  famine  of  corn ; 

*  but  thefe,  by  this  only  repulfe  of  an  unholy  hierar- 
'  chy,  almoft  in  a  moment  replenifhed  with  faving 
4  knowledge  their  country,  nigh   famifhed  for  want  of 

4  that  which  fhould  feed  their  fouls  (£)."  This  is  very  ^JfiW* 
juff,  and  admirably  exprefied  ;  however,  'tis  but  juf-  Works,  voJ« 
tice  to  the  reader,  to  let  him  know  that  Milton  altered  *■■  P-  s3°» 
his  opinion  of  thefe  very  men,  on  account  that  their 
after  proceedings,  in  his  judgment,  were  unfuitable  to 
thefe  glorious  beginnings.  His  words  are  worth  record- 
ing. 4  A  parliament  being  called,  to  redrefs  many 
things,  as  'twas  thought,  the  people,  with  great  cou- 
rage, and  expectation  to  be  eafed  of  what  difcontent- 
ed  them,  chofe  to  their  behoof  in  parliament,  fuch 
as  they  thought  bed  affected  to  the  public  good,  and 
fome  indeed  men  of  wifdom  and  integrity;  the  relr9 
(to  be  fure  the  greater  part)  whom  wealth  or  ample 
poffeffions,  or  bold  and  active  ambition  (rather  than 
merit)  had  commended  to  the  fame  place.  But  when 
once  the  fuperficial  zeal  and  popular  fumes,  that  acted 
their  new  magistracy,  were  cooled  and  fpent  in  them* 
{trait  every  one  betook  himfelf  (fetting  the  common- 
wealth behind,  his  private  ends  before)  to  do  as  his 
own  profit  or  ambition  led  him.  Then  was  juftice 
delayed,  and  foon  after  denied  :  fpight  and  favour  de- 
termined all  :  hence  faction,  thence  treachery,  both 
at  home  and  in  the  field  :  every  where  wrong  and 
oppreffion  :  foul  and  horrid  deeds  committed  daily,  or 
maintained  in  fecret,  or  in  open.  Some  who  had 
been  called  from  fhops  and-warehoufes,  without  other 

F  «  sua- 
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had  been  fo  inhumanly  ufed  for  their  oppofl- 

tion 


4  merit,  to  fit  in  fupreme  councils  and  committees  (as 

*  their   breeding  was)    fell  to   huckfter  the   common- 

*  wealth.     Others  did  thereafter  as    men  could    footh 

*  and  humour  them  beft ;  fo  he  who  would  give  moft, 
8  or  under  covert  of  hypocritical  zeal,  infinuate  bafeft, 

4  enjoyed  unworthily  the  rewards  of  learning  and  fide- 

*  lity  ;    or  efcaped  the   punifhrnent  of  his  crimes  and 

*  mifdeeds.     Their   votes  and  ordinances,  which  men 

*  looked    fhould  have  contained  the  repealing  of  bad 

*  laws,  and   the  immediate   conftitution  of  better,  re- 
'  founded   with  nothing  elfe,  but  new  impcfitions,  tax- 

5  es,  excifes ;  yearly,  monthly,  weekly.     Not  to  reck- 

*  on   the  offices,  gifts  and  preferments,    beftowed   and 

*  fhared  among  themfelves.— — And,  if  the  ftate  were 

*  in  this  plight,  religion  was  not    in  much   better;  to 

*  reform  which,  a  certain  number  of  divines   were  cal- 

*  led,  neither  chofen  by  any  rule  or  cuftom  ecclefiaf- 
*,  tical,  nor  eminent  for  either  piety  or  knowledge  above 

*  others  left  out,  only  as  each   member  of  parliament, 

*  in  his  private  fancy,  thought  fit,  fo  elected  one  by 
8  one.     The  moft  part  of  them  were  fuch  as  had  preach- 

*  ed  and  cried  down,  with  great  fhew  of  zeal,  the  ava- 

*  rice  and  pluralities  of  bifhops  and  prelates ;  that  one 

*  cure  of  fouls  was  a  full  employment  for  one  fpiritual 

*  paftor,  how  able  foever,  if  not  a  charge  rather  above 
'  human  ftrength.     Yet  thefe  confeientious    men  (ere 

*  any  part  of  the  work  done  for  which  they  came  to- 
6  gether,  and  that  on  the  public  falary)  wanted  not 
5  boldnefs,  to  the  ignominy  and  fcandal  of  their  paf- 
'  tor-like  profeffion,  and  efpeciaily  of  their  boafted 
'  reformation,  to  feize  into  their  hands,  or  not  unwil- 

*  lingly  to  accept  (befides  one,  fometimes  two  or  more 
"  of  the  beft  livings)  collegiate  mafterihips  in  the  uni- 
s  verfities,  rich  lectures  in   the  city,  fetting  fail  to  all 

*  winds  that  might  blow  gain  into  their  covetous  bo- 

*  foms  ;  by  which   means  thefe  great  rebukers  of  non- 

*  reddence,    among  fo  many  diftant  cures,  were  not 

•   s  afhamed 
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tion  to  the  prelates  $  and  we  need   not  but 

with 


*  afhamed  to  be  Teen  fo  quickly  pluralifts  and  non-re(l» 
dents  themfelves,  to   a  fearful  condemnation,  doubt- 
lefs,  by  their  own  mouths.     And   yet  the  main  doc* 
trine ,   for  which  they  took  fuch  pay,  and  infifted  up- 
on with    more   vehemence  than    gofpel,  was  but   to 
tell  us,  in  effecT:,  that  their  doctrine  was  worth  no- 
thing, and   the  fpiritual  power  of  their  miniftry  lefs 
available  than  bodily  compulfion  ;  perfuading  the  ma* 
giftrate  to  ufe  it,  as  a  ftronger  means  to  fubdue  and 
bring  in  confcience  than  evangelical  perfuafion ;  dif- 
trufting  the  virtue  of  their   own   fpiritual    weapons, 
which   were  given    them,    if  they  be  rightly  called, 
with    full  warrant    of  fufficiency   to    pull   down    all 
thoughts     and     imaginations    that    exalt    themfelves 
againft  God.     But  while  they  taught  compulfion  with° 
out  convincement,  which,  not  long  before,  they  com- 
plained of,  as    executed    unchriftianly  againft   them- 
felves, thefe   intents  are  clear  to  have  been  no  better 
than  antichriftian;    fetting  up  a  fpiritual  tyranny,  by 
a  fecular  power,    to    the    advancing    of   their    own 
authority  above  the  magiftrate,  whom  they  would  have 
made  their  executioner,  to  punifh  church-delinquen- 
cies,   whereof    civil   laws  had   no  cognizance.     And 
well  did   their  difciples  manifeft  themfelves  to  be  no 
better    principled   than    their  teachers;    trufted  with 
committeeihips,  and  other  gainful  offices,  upon   their 
commendations   for  zealous,  and  (as  they  flicked  not 
to  term  them)  godly  men,  but  executing  their  places 
like  children  of  the  devil,  unfaithfully,  unjuftly,  un- 
mercifully,   and,  where  not  corruptly,  ftupidiy.     So 
that  between  them   the  teachers,  and  thefe   the  difci- 
ples, there   hath   not  been   a   more  ignominious  and 
mortal   wound  to  faith,  to  piety,  to  the  work  of  re- 
formation, nor  more  caufe  of  blafpheming  given  to 
the  enemies  of  God  and  truth,  fince  the  firft  preach-  (c)  MWtbiCs 

.  ing  of  reformation  (<:).' A  ftromrer  contrail:,  per-  J.r,ofe1 

°  v  'T,  ~  ',  Works,  voL 

*    *  haPs>  i.f  p.  44- 
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with  zeal  he  joined  in  it.     The   tyranny  of 
the  bifliops  had  been  long  odious  in  his  eyes, 

and 

haps,  never  was  than  what  is  formed  by  thefe  two 
paffages  of  the  fame  writer.  However,  in  this  latter, 
we  may  obferve  it  is  allowed  they  began  well,  tho5 
their  after-deeds  are  reprefented  as  black,  odious  and 
deteftable.  Be  they  what  they  may,  I  am  not  concerned 
in  their  vindication.  Thofe  of  them  that  fall  in  my 
way  I  will  reprefent  fairly,  cenfure  candidly,  and  leave 
them  to  the  determination  of  the  reader.  That  there 
was  a  glorious  band  of  patriots  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  the  beginning  of  trie  long  parliament,  is  too 
evident  to  be  denied.  Milton,  by  mentioning  their  ac- 
tions, known  facts,  has  eftablifhed  their  character  be- 
yond all  contradiction.  Elated  by  profperity,  influenced 
by  the  priefthood,  enfnared  by  wealth  and  power,  or 
heated  by  oppofition,  'tis  very  poffible  many  things  were 
done  by  them  which  can  never  be  juftified,  though  al- 
lowances be  made  for  times  of  diforder  and  confufion : 
more  efpecially  the  permitting  their  clergy  to  tyrannize 
over  the  conferences  of  men,  like  the  prelates  that  went 
before  them.  This  latter,  indeed,  feems  to  have  given 
Milton  the  greateft  difguft,  who  was  a  mortal  foe  to  the 
dominion  of  priefts,  and  a  zealous  allertor  of  the  rights 
of  confeience.  He  could  not  bear  that  the  fame  kind 
of  men  fhould  complain  of  and  exercife  oppreffion  ;  that 
thofe,  in  whofe  caufe  he  had  drawn  his  pen,  mould  de- 
feat all  his  hopes,  and  manifeft,  that  'twas  not  liberty  ^ 
but  power,  they  had  been  contending  for. 

Becaufe  you  have  thrown  off  your  prelate  lord, 
And  with  fliff  vows  renoune'd  his  liturgy, 
To  feize  the  widow'd  whore  plurality, 
From  them,   whofe  fin  ye  envied,  not  abhorr'd  ; 

Dare  ye  for  this  adjure  the  civil  fword    . 
To  force  our  confeiences  that  Chrift  fet  free. 
And  ride  us  with  a  claffic  hierarchy.—— 

Mm- 
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and  therefore  he  adhered  to  their  enemies  in 
all  their  attacks  on  them:  though  he  was  far 
enough  from  having  formed  a  plan  of  a  dif- 
ferent government.  c  I  can  tell  you,  Sirs/ 
faid  he  to    Sir  Thomas  Chickely  and  Sir  Pbi- 


Montefquleu  feems  to -account  well  for  a  behaviour 
which  appears  at  firft  fight  fo  unnatural.  *  It  is  a  prin- 
4  ciple,  fays  he,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted 

*  becomes  itfelf  perfecuting ;  for  as  foon  as  by  fome  ac- 
'  cidental   turn  it  arifes  from  perfecution,  it   attacks  the 

c  religion  which  perfecuted  it  \  not  as  a  religion,  but  as  1*1  sPlrlt 

,  r*"i  »  of  Laws, 

*  a  tyranny  [*].  .  .  vol.  ii.  p. 

The  parliament  however  rectified  their  conduct,  iSo. 
even  on  this  head,  to  the  fore  difpleafure  of  the  lordly 
Prefbyters,  and  kept  them  from  mifufing  and  oppreffing 
their  brethren.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  though  they 
were  not  free  from  faults,  yet  were  they,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  knowing  and  unprejudiced,  c  the  ableft  nobled  fet 
c  of  people  this  nation  ever  produced.'  But  let  us  ap- 
peal to  facts. c   When  Van  Tromp  fet  upon  Blake  in 

'  Foleflon-bay,  the  parliament  had  not  above  thirteen 
e  mips  againft  threescore,  and  not  a  man  that  had  ever 
'  ken  any  other  fight  at  fea,  than  a  merchant  fhip  and 
c  a  pyrate,  to  oppofe  the  beft  captain  in  the  world,  at- 
6  tended  with  many  others  in  valour  and  experience 
'  not  much   inferior   to  him.      Many  other  difficulties 

*  were  obferved  in  the  unfettled  ftate  :  few  {hips,  want 
c  of  money,  feveral  factions,  and  fome  who  to  advance 
c  particular    interefts  betrayed  the    publick.     But  fuch 

*  was  the  power  of  wifdom  and  integrity  of  thofe  that 
*■  fat  at  the  helm,  and  their  diligence  in  chufing  men 
c  only  for  their  merit,  was    blefled    with  fuch   fuccefs, 

*  that  in  two  years   our    fleets  grew  to  be  as  famous  as 

*  our  land  armies;  the  reputation  and  power  of  our  na- 

*  tion  rofe  to  a  greater  height,  than  when  we  pofTeiTed 
6  the  better  half  of  France,  and  the  Kings  of  France  and 
6  Scotland  were  our  prifoners.    All  the  States,  Kings  and 

F  3  '  poten- 


7©  THE    LIFE     OF 

*  War-      tip   Warwick,    c  what    I    would   not  have ; 

mo£s'sMe"  '  tnougk   *  cannot  what  I  would*:'    the 

i77' '  '     cafe  of  many  others  I  fuppofe  at  that  time. 

He    appeared    very  zealous  for  the  remon- 

ftrance  (p)    of  the  ftate    of  the    kingdom, 

which, 

c  potentates  of  Europe,  moft  refpecTfully,  not  to  fay  fub- 

€  miffively,  fought  our  friendfhsp  ;  and  Rome  was  more 

*  afraid  of  Blake,  than  they  had  been  of  the  great  King 
6  of  Sweden,  when  he  was  ready  to  invade  Italy  with  a 

*  hundred  thoufand  men.  1  his  was  the  work  of  thofe, 
£  who,  if  our  author  [Filmer]  fay  true,  thought  bafely 
'  of  the    publick  concernments;    and    believing   things 

*  might  be   well   enough   managed    by   others,   minded 

*  only  their  private  affairs.  Thefe  were  the  effecls  of 
'  the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  thofe,  who  being  fud- 

(J)  Sidney    c  denly  advanced  to  offices,  were   removed    before  they 

of  Govern-    <  underftood  the  duties  of  them  (d).' Mr.  Tremhard 

a^a.'Foiio  celebrates  their  actions  in  the  following  manner.  c  The 
Jxond.  1698.  6  parliament  governed  for  five  years,  who  made  their 
6  name  famous  through  the  whole  earth,  conquered 
4  Hheir  enemies  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland;  re- 
6  duced  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  to  their  own  terms; 
€  recovered  our  reputation   at  fea ;  overcame  the  Dutch 

*  in  feveral  famous  battles  ;  fecured  our  trade,  and  ma- 
6  naged  the  publick  expences  with  lb  much  frugality, 
6  that  no  eftates  were  gained  by  private  men  upon  the 
c  publick  miferies;  and  at  1  aft  were  puffing  an  adl:  for 
€  their  own  diflblution,  and  fettling  the  nation  in  a  free 

(e)  Short  c  and  impartial  commonwealth;  of  which  the  army 
Hiftoryof  t  being  afraid,  though-t  it  neceffary  to  dilTolve  them  (<?).' 
mi"s*'p7iqV  ^  ^e  Dare  rec^al  of  thefe  facts  is  an  elogium  fufficient ; 
Svo.  1739.  and  every  man  who  knows  them  to  be  facls,  will  be 
And  notes  difpofed  to  think  favourably  of  thofe  who  performed 
(mm).  them;  and  to  contemn  a  wiiter  who  has  the  infolence 
(/)  Lanf-  and  ill  breeding  (though  a  frequenter  of  courts  and  a  lo- 
wW1tf'8  verof  the  polite  arts)  to  cail  them  '  a  pack  of  knaves  (./).' 
\\  ,0.201..  '  (p)  The  remonjlran.ce  of the  ftate  of the  kingdom.']  This 
*?.mo.  1736,  remonfhance  deferves  very  particular  notice,  as  it  oc- 

ca-* 
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which,  after  long  and  fharp  debates,  was 
carried  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  December  15th,  1641. 
On  the  lixth  of  this  month  he  was  appoint- 
ed of  a   committee   with  Mr.  Pymme>  Mr. 

Lijle, 


cafioned  high  debates  in    the  houfe  of  commons ;  divi- 
fions  among  the  members,   and  perhaps  haftened  the  re- 
folution  of  the  impeachment  and  intended  feizure  of  the 
Lord  Kimbolton  and  the  five  members,  which  foon  ifllied 
nto  a  war  between   his    Majefty  and  the  two  houfes. 
The  houfe  of  commons,  fays  Whltlock^    prepared    a 
remonftrance  of  theftate  of  the  kingdom  ;  wherein  they 
mentioned  all  the  miftakes,  misfortunes,  illegalities,  and 
defaults  in  government,  fince  the  King's  coming  to  the 
crown,  the  evil  counfels   and   counfellors,  and  a  ma- 
lignant party,  that  they  have  no  hopes  of  fettling  the 
diffractions  of  this   kingdom,  for  want  of  a  concur- 
rence with  the  lords.     This  remonftrance  was  fome« 
what  roughly  penned,   both  for  the  matter  and  the  ex- 
preffians   in   it,  and  met  with  great  oppofitions  in  the 
houfe ;  infomuch  as  the  debate  of  it  lafted  from  three 
o'clock  in   the  afternoon,    till  ten  o'clock   the   next 
morning  ;  and  the  fitting  up   all   night  caufed    many 
through  weaknefs  or  wearinefs  to  leave  the  houfe,  and 
Sir  B,  R.  [Sir  Benjamin  Rudyardl  fuppofe]  to  com-  (g)  Memo- 
pare  it  to  the  verdict:  of  a  ftarved  jury  (g).'  *'^s>  P'  5*« 
The  truth  is,  this  remonftrance  contains  a  concife  hif- 
tory  of  the  enormities  of  Charles's  government,  the  evil 
counfellors  who  had,  and  did  guide  him,  and  the  mifchiefs 
which  they  had  been  meditating  againft  the  houfe  itfelf 
for  their  oppofition  to,  and  correction  of  abufes.     '  The 
'  oppofitions,     obftruclions   and  other  difficulties,    fays 
'  the   remonftrance,   wherewith    we  have  been  encoun- 
c  tred,  and  which  ftill  lye  in  our  way  with  fome  ftrength 
'  and  much  obftinacy,  are  thefe :  The  malignant  party 
'  whom  we  have  formerly  defcribed,  to  be  the  actors 
*  and  promoters  of  all  our  mifery,  they  have  taken  heart 

F  4  *  again  j 


72  THE     LIFE     OF        . 

Lijk,  Sir  Guy  Palmes,  Lord  Falkland^  Mr. 
Strode y  Sir  yohn  Strangeways,  Sir  *  *  *  ./fr- 
#zy#,  *  *  *  £TzV<? ;  to  prefect  fome  fuch 
courfe  to  the  houfe,  as  may  be  fit  to  prevent 
all   abufes  in  the  eledtion    of  members  to 

ferve 


c  again ;   they  have   been  able  to  prefer  fome   of  their 
c  own  factors  and   agents  to  degrees  of  honor,   to  places 

*  of  truft   and  employment  even  during  the  parliament. 
6  1  hey  have  endeavoured  to  work  in  his  Majefty  ill  im- 

*  preffions  and  opinions  of  our  proceedings,  as  if  we  had 
fA^Th  P  -  '  ^together  done  our  own  work,  and  not  his,  and  had 
monftrance  *  obtained  from  him  many  things  very  prejudicial  to  the 
of  the  State  ,'  crown,  both  in  refpecl:  of  prerogative  and  profit  (h).9 
dorrT  K'i8"  Again — *  They  have  fought,  by  many  fubtile  practices, 
4to.'Lond.  i  to  caufe  jealoufies  and  divifions  betwixt  us  and  our 
2641.           «  brethren  of  Scotland,    by   flandering  their  proceedings 

6  and  intentions  towards   us;    and  by  fecret  endeavours 

*  to  mitigate   and  incenfe  them  and  us  one  againft  an- 

*  other.     They  have  had  fuch   a  party   of  bifhops  and 

*  popifli  lords  in  the  houfe  of  peers  as  hath  caufed  much 

*  oppofition  and  delay  in  the  profecution  of  delinquents, 

*  hindered  the  proceedings  of  divers  good  bills  pafitd  in 
€  the  commons  houfe,  concerning  the  reformation  of 
4  fundry  great  abufes  and  corruptions  both  in  church  and 
s  ftate.  They  have  laboured  to  feduce  and  corrupt  fome 
4  of  the  commons   houfe,  to  draw  them   into  confpira- 

*  cies  and  combinations  againft  the  liberty  of  the  par- 
&  liament:  and  by  their   inftruments    and   agents,   they 

*  have  attempted  to  difaffeci:  and  difcontent  his  Majef- 
6  ties  army,  and  to  engage  it   for  the  maintenance  of 

*  their  wicked  and  trayterous  defigns,  the  keeping  up  of 
&  bifhops  in  their  votes  and  functions,  and  by  force  to 
6  compel  the  parliament  to  ordej:,  limit  and  difpofe  their 

*  proceedings  in  fuch  manner  as  might  beft  concur  with 
c  the  intentions  of  this   dangerous    and  potent  faclion. 

*  And  when    one  mifchievous  defign    and    attempt  of 

*  theirs  to  bring  on   the   army  againft   the  parliament 

*  and 
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ferve  in  the  houfe:  and  in  particular  to  take 
into  confideration  the  information  given  to 
the  houfe,  concerning  the  election  at  Arun- 
del  in  "Sujj'ex  *:  as  he  was  appointed  of  many  *f  theToufe 

others.  ofcommons» 


c  and  the  city  of  London  had  been  difcovered  and  pre- 
c  vented,  they  prefently  undertook  another  of  the  fame 
4  damnable  nature,  with  this  addition  to  it,  to  endea- 
4  vour  to  make  the  Scottijh  army  neutral,  whilft  the  Eng- 
4  lljh  army,  which  they  had  laboured  to  corrupt  and  in- 
4  venome  againft  us  by  their  falfe  and  ilanderous  fuggef- 
6  tions,  fhould  execute  their  malice  to  the  fubverfion 
6  of  our  religion  and  the  di flotation  of  our  government, 
4  Thus  they  have  been  continually  praclifing  to  diflurb 
4  the  peace,  and  plotting  the  deftruclion  even  of  all  the 
4  King's   dominions,   and   have  employed  their  emifta- 

*  ries  and  agents  in  them  all  for  the  promoting  of  their 
4  devilifh    defigns,  which    the    vigilancy  of  thofe  who 

*  were  well  aftecled  hath  ftill  difcovered,  and  defeated 
4  before  they  were  ripe  for  execution  in  England  and 
4  Scotland;  only  in  Ireland ,  which  was  farther  off,  they 
4  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  mould   and   prepare 

their  work,  and  had  brought  it  to  that  perfection,  that 
they  had  poflefled  themfelvesof  that  whole  kingdom— 
if  their  main  enterprife  upon  the  city  and  cattle  of 
Dublin  had  not  been  detected  and  prevented.— — -And 
certainly,  had  not  God,  in  his  great  mercy  unto  this 
4  land,  difcovered  and  confounded  their  former  defigns, 
6  we  had  been  the  prologue  to  this  tragedy  in  Ireland \ 
c  and  had  by  this  time  been  made  the  lamentable  fpec-  (OThfcRe- 


4   tacle  of  mifery  and  conr'ufion  (*).' Lord  Claren&n  ™n&™™9 

gives  a  large  account  of  the  paffing  this  remonftrance, 
and  among  other  particulars,  the  following:  *  They 
4  [the  leading  men  in  the  houfe  of  commons]  promifed 
*  themfelve-.  they  fhould  eafiiy  carry  it:  fo  that  the  day 
4  it  was  to  be  refumed,  they  entertain'd  the  houfe  all 
4  the  morning  with  other  debates,  and  towards  noon 
$  call'd  for  the   remonftrance  3    and  it  being  urg'd  by 

4  fome, 
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others.     So    that  what   has   been  faid  of  his' 
being  little  known,  or  taken  notice  of  in  the 
beginning  of  this  parliament,  muft  be  with- 
out 

*  fome,  that  it  was  too  late  to  enter  upon  it,  with  much 

*  difficulty  they  confented,  that  it   fhould    he    enter'd 

*  upon  next  morning  at  nine  of  the  clock  ;  and  every 

*  claufe  fhould  be  debated  ;  for  they  would  not  have  the 
6  houfe  refolv'd  into  a  committee,  which  they  believ'd 
6  would  fpend  too  much  time.  Oliver  Cromwell  (who 
'  at  that  time  was  little  taken  notice  of)  afk'd  the  Lord 

*  Falkland,  why  he  would  have  it  put  off,  for  that  day 
€  would  quickly  have  determined  it  ?    He  anfwered.  there 

*  would  not  have  been  time  enough,   for  fure  it    would 

*  take  fome  debate.     The  other  replied,    A  very   forry 

*  one :  they  fuppofing,  by  the  computation  they  had 
e  made,  that  very  few  would  oppofe  it.'  But  he  quickly 
found  he  was  miftaken.  For  the  debates,  as  appears 
from  the  quotation  above  from  Whitlock9  being  very 
long,  and  the   houfe  confenting  to  adjourn,     c  As  they 

*  went  out  of  the  houfe,  the  Lord  Falkland  afked  Oliver 

*  Cromwell  whether  there  had  been  a  debate?  To  which 
6  he  anfwered,   he    would    take  his  word  another  time  ; 

*  and  whifpered  him  in  the  ear,  with  fome  aflevera- 
c  tion,  that  if  the  remonftrance   had   been  rejected,  he 

*  would  have  fold  all  he  had  the  next  morning,  and 
c  never  have  (qqu  England  more;    and   he  knew  there 

*  were  many  other  honefl  men  of  the  fame  resolution. 

*  So  near  was  the  poor  kingdom  at  that  time  to  its  deli- 
(k)  Vol.  ii.  c  verance  (k).'  This  reflection  is  added  by  his  lordfhip 
?•  3IZ*        on  account  of  the  fmall  majority  by  which  the  remon- 

.  Itrance  palled,  which  he  fays  was  by  nine  voices  and  no 
more.  It  is  but  a  trifle  ;  but  thefe  who  are  very  po- 
(/)  Journal  fitive,  fhould  be  exacl.  The  numbers  for  paffing  the 
1641^'  remonftrance  were  159;  againii  it,  148  (/) ;  fo  it  pafs'd 
by  eleven  voices.  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  read  and  prefented 
it  to  his  Majefty  at  Hampton- Court,  who  received  him 
and  thofe  who  accompanied  him  from  the  houfe  well* 
but  defired  it  might  not  be  pubLfhcd  till  the  houfe  had 

his 
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out  foundation.— When  the  civil  war  broke 
out,  he  adhered  to  the  parliament,  raifed  a 

troop 

his  anfwer.  But  on  the  15th  of  December  following  it 
was  order'd  to  be  printed  by  the  commons,  notwiths- 
tanding. The  above  anecdote  indicates  the  temper  and 
/pint  of  Cromwell,  and  clearly  (hews  that  he  was  de- 
termined no  longer  to  fubmit  to  illegal  rule The 

remonfrrance  itfelf  was  indeed  a  very  bold  thing,  and 
little  lefs  than  bidding  Charles  defiance  :  nor  can  it  much 
be  wonder'd  at.  They  who  put  it  on  foot  well  knew 
they  were  the  objects  of  his  Majefty's  hatred  and  aver*- 
fion.  What  he  had  attempted  againfl:  them  was  appa- 
rent ;  what  he  intended,  they  conjectured,  and,  per- 
haps, more  than  he  intended.  They  had  no  meafures 
now  to  keep  with  him,  and  he  us'd  as  little  ceremony 
with  them.  For  foon  after  followed  his  going  to  the 
houfe  to  feize  thofe  whom  he  deem'd  heads  of  the  op- 
pofition  ;  his  departure  from  Whitehall',  the  difputes 
about  the  militia ;  the  erecting  his  ftandard  at  Not- 
.tlngham\  in  a  word,  the  civil  war.  I  cannot  omit  the 
following  pafTages  from  Warwick  ;  they  (hew  the  tem- 
per of  the  times,  and  the  zeal  which  on  both  fides  was 
exerted  on  this  memorable  occafion.  e  Upon  the  King's 
c  return  out  of  Scotland,  the  city  of  London 's  fplendid 
c  entertainment  of  him,  and  the  difcourfes  that  flew  in 
*•  all  parts,  of  the  ample  fatisfaction  the  King  had  given 
4  (both  which  they  forefaw,  before  it  was  put  in  exe- 
c  cuuon)  made  them  prepare  fo  foul  a  remonftrance  to 
c  give  the  King  his  firft  entertainment  amongfr.  them, 
4  that  a  blacker  libel  could  not  be  framed  either  againft 
4  his  perfon  or  government ;  and  it  patted  fo  tumultu- 

*  oufiy  two  or  three  nights  before  the  King  came  to 
fc  town,  that  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
1  when  they  voted  it,  I  thought,  we  had  all  fat  in  the 
c  valley  of  the  fbadow  of  death  ;  for  we,  like  JoaVs 
(  and  Abner's  young  men,  had  catched   at  each  others 

*  locks,  and  fheathed  our  fwords  in  each  others  bowels, 
f  had  not  the  fagacity  and  great  calmnefs  of  Mr.  Hamp- 

1  c  den, 
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troop   of  horfe,  whom    he  chofe  and   (  qJ 
difciplined  in  fuch  manner  as  rendered  them 

terrible 

(in)  Me-  '  den,  by  a  fhort  fpeech  prevented  it,  and  led  us  to 
moirs,  p.  *  defer  our  angry  debate  until  the  next  morning  (m).' 
20I°  This  paffage  does    honor  to  Ha?npdeu\  abilities.     Mr. 

(»)  Hiftory    Hume  fays,  f  there  are  many  grofs  falfhoods  in  this  re- 
ofGreatBri-  «  monflrance  («)  •/  he  ought  to  have  pointed  them  out, 
fam,  vol.  1.    mfl-eac|  0f  inventing  reafons,    and    fuggeffing  them  to 
have  been  offered  for  and  againfl  it. 

(  qJ)  He  ralfed  a  troop  of  horfe,  whom  he  chofe  and  difci- 
plined in  fuch  a  manner  as  rendered  them  terrible  to  thetr 
enemies,  &c]  Cromwell  adhered  to  the  parliament  out 
of  principle  and  inclination.  When  therefore  they 
found  themfelves  in  danger,  and  that  a  war  was  una- 
voidable, they  put  themfelves  in  the  beil  pofture  of  de- 
fence, and  gave  commiffions  to  fuch  members  as  well  as 
others,  as  feemed  moft  hearty  in  the  caufe.  '  The  Earl  of 
Ejfex,  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  Lord  Wil- 
loughbyof  Parham,  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  Lord  St.  fohn,  with 
others  of  the  nobility  accepted  commiffions,  and  fet  them- 
felves with  zeal  to  levy  forces  to  fupport  their  caufe. 
Hampden  and  Holies  refufed  not  to  bear  arms,  but  raifed 
regiments,  placed  themfelves  at  their  head,  and  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  the  field.  As  did  Sir  Philip  Siapylton 
and  manv  others  of  that  brave  body.  To  thefe  joined 
themfelves  fome  young  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune, 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  fidelity  to  their  country.  Mr. 
Ludlow,  who  was  undoubtedly  an  honeft  man,  delivers 
his  own  fenfe  of  it  at  that  time  in  the  following  manner. 
4  I  thought  it  my   duty,  upon  confideration  of  my  age 

*  and  vigorous  conftitution,    as  an  Englifhmanf  and    an 

*  invitation   to  that  purpofe  from   my  father,    to  enter 

*  into    the  fervice  of  my   country,    in    the   army  com- 

*  martded  by  the  Earl  of  EJJex,  under  the  authority  of 
'  the  parliament.  1  thought  the  juftice  of  that  caufe 
c  I  had  eno-ao-ed  in  to  be  fo  evident,  that  I  could  not 
e  imagine  it  to  be  attended  with  much  difficulty.  For 
4  though  1  fuppofed  that  many  of  the  clergy,  who  had 

*  been 
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terrible  to  their  enemies,    and  advanced  his 
own  reputation.      None  perhaps  were  ever 


more 


been  the  principal  authors  of  our  miferies,  together 
with  fome  of  the  courtiers,  and  fuch  as  abfolutely  de- 
pended on  the  King  for  their  fubfiftence,  as  alfo  fome 
foreigners  would  adhere  to  him  ;  yet  I  could  not  think 
that  many  of  the  people,  who  had  been  long  opprefTed 
with  heavy  burdens,  and  now  with  great  difficulty  had 
obtained  a  parliament,  compofed  of  fuch  perfons  as 
were  willing  to  run  all  hazards  to  procure  a  lafting 
fettlement  for  the  nation,  would  be  either  fuch  ene- 
mies to  themfelves,  or  fo  ungrateful  to  thofe  they  had 
trutled,  as  not  to  fland  by  them  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  :  at  leaf!  (though  fome  might  not  have  fo  much 
refolution  and  courage  as  to  venture  all  with  them, 
yet)  that  they  would  not  be  fo  treacherous  and  unwor- 
thy, to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  enemy  againft 
thofe  who  had  the  laws  of  God,  nature  and  reafon, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  land,  of  their  fide.  Soon  after 
my  engagement  in  this  caufe,  I  met  with  Mr.  Richard 
Fiennes,  fon  to  the  Lord  Say9  and  Mr.  Charles  Fleet- 
wood^ fon  to  Sir  Miles  Fleetwood^  then  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons;  with  whom  confulting,  it 
was  refolved  by  us  to  aflemble  as  many  young  gentle- 
men of  the  inns  of  court,  of  which  we  then  were, 
and  others,  as  mould  be  found  difpofed  to  this  fervice, 
in  order  to  be  inftrucled  together  in  the  ufe  of  arms, 
to  render  ourfelves  fit  and  capable  of  acling  in  cafe 
there  mould  be  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  us.  To  this 
end  we  procured  a  perfon  experienced  in  military  af- 
fairs to  inftrucl  us  in  the  ufe  of  arms ;  and  for  fome 
time  we  frequently  met  to  exercife  at  the  Artillery- 
Ground  in  London.  And  being  informed  that  the  par- 
liament had  refolved  to  raife  a  life  guard  for  the  Earl 
of  EJJeX)  to  confifr.  of  an  hundred  gentlemen,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Philip  Stape.'ton  a  member  of  par- 
liament, mod  of  our  company  entered  themfelves 
therein,  and  made  up  the   greateft  part  of  the    faid 

'  guard; 


;3  THE    LIFE    OF 

more  remarkable  for  their  courage,  fobriety 
and   regularity.      Indeed    the    whole    army 

under 

*  guard;  arnongft  whom  were  Mr.  Richard  Fiennesy 
6  Mr.  Charles  Fleetwood,    afterwards  lieutenant  general, 

*  major  general  Harrifon,  colonel  Nathaniel  Richi  co- 
{*)  Ludlow,  c  ]one}  Thomlinfon,  colonel  Tzvi/leton,  colonel  Bo/well, 
&  feq'.P"     ' c  rnajor  Whitby ',  and  myfelf,  with  divers  others  (0).' — — •» 

Nor  was  Cromwell  behind  hand  in  zeal  for  this  caufe,  as 
appears  from  the  following  paflages  in  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  *  Whereas  Mr.  Cromwell  hath 
4  fent  down  arms  into  the  county  of  Cambridge,  for  the 

*  defence  of  that  county  ;   it  is  this  day  ordered  that  Sir 

*  Dudley  North  mall  forthwith  pay  to  Mr.  Cromwell  one' 
s  hundred  pounds,  which  he  hath, received  from    Mr, 

*  Crane  late  high-fherirT  of  the  county  of  Cambridge; 

*  which  faid  hundred   pounds   the  faid  Mr.  Crane  had 

*  remaining  in   his  hands  for  coat  and  conduct  money. 

*  Ordered  that  Mr.  Cromwell  do  move  the  lord  lieute-' 

*  nant  for  the  county  of  Cambridge,  to  grant  his  depu- 
6  tation  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Cam- 
c  bridge  to  train  and  exercife  the  inhabitants  of  that 
c  town/  This  was  July  15,  1642.  The  exacT:  time  of 
his  taking  a  commiffion  I  cannot  find,  though  I  have 
looked  into  many  writers  for  that  purpofe:  it  mud 
however  have  been  in  the  very  beginnings  of  the  civil 
war.  For  on  the  15th  of  Aug.  1642,  Sir  Philip  Stapel- 
ton  gave  an  account  in  the  houfe,  from  the  committee 
for  the  defence    of  the  kingdom,  that  '  Mr.  Cromwell^ 

*  in  Cambridgtjhire,  had  feized  the  magazine  in  the  caflle 
6  at  Cambridge ;    and  had  hindered  the    carrying  of  the 

*  plate  from  that  univerfity.  And  on  the  18th  ofdu- 
4  guft  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  order  for 

*  the  indemnity  of  Mr.  Cromwell,  and  Mr.  ffla It on ,  and 
f>)  Journals.'  thofe  that  have  or  mail  affift  them  in  the  flopping  of 

6  the  plate  that  was  going  from  Cambridge  to  York  (/>)/ 
—The  firft  rank  he  held  in  the  army  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands  was  that  of  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  which  he 
rofe   and  difciplined  after  fuch  a   manner   as  rendered 

them;, 
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under  his  command,  merited  and   obtained 
the  higher!  character. — The  firft  adtion  that 

Cromwell 


them,  as  well  as  their  after  companions,  the  objects  of 
wonder,  admiration,  and  applaufe  of  writers  of  all  par- 
ties, in  our  divided  country.  Let  us  hear  their  tefti- 
monies.  *  At  his  firft  entrance  into  the  wars,  being 
5  but  captain  of  horfe,  he  had  a  fpecial  care  to  get  re- 
ligious men  into  his  troop :  thefe  men  were  of  greater 
underftanding  than  common  foldiers,  and  therefore 
were  more  apprehenfive  of  the  importance  and  confe- 
quenceof  the  war;  and  making  not  money,  but  that 
which  they  took  for  the  publick  felicity  to  be  their 
end,  they  were  the  more  engaged  to  be  valient ;  for 
he  that  maketh  money  his  end,  doth  efteem.  his  life 
above  his  pay,  and  therefore  is  like  enough  to  fave  it 
by  flight,  when  danger  comes,  if  poffibly  he  can : 
but  he  that  maketh  the  felicity  of  church  and  ftate 
his  end,  efteemeth  it  above  his  life,  and  therefore  will 
the  fooner  lay  down  his  life  for  it.  And  men  of  parts 
and  underftanding  know  how  to  manage  their  bufinefs, 
and  know  that  flying  is  the  fureft  way  to  death,  and 
that  ftanding  to  it  is  the  likelieft  waytoefcape;  there 
being  many  ufuaily  that  fall  in  flight,  for  one  that  falls 
in  valient  fight.  Thefe  things,  it  is  probable,  Crom- 
well underftood;  and  that  none  would  be  fuch  engag- 
ed valient  men  as  the  religious.  But  yet  I  conjecture, 
that  at  his  firft  choofing  fuch  men  into  his  troop,  it 
was  the  very  efteem  and  love  of  religious  men  that 
principally  moved  him  ;  and  the  avoiding  of  thofe 
diforders,  mutinies,  plunderings  and  grievances  of  the 
country,  which  deboift  men  in  armies  are  commonly 
guilty  of:  by  this  means  indeed  he  fped  better  than 
he  expecled.  Aires ,  Dejborough,  Berry ,  Evanfon,  and 
the  reft  of  that  troop,  did  prove  fo  valient,  that  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  they  never  once  ran  away  before 
an  enemy.  Hereupon  he  got  a  commiffion  to  take 
fome  care  of  the  aflbciated  counties,  where  he  brought 
this  troop,  into  a  double  regiment,  of  fourteen  full 

*  troops  5 
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Cromwell  undertook  was  to  fecure  the  town 
of  Cambridge ,    for  the  parliament.     As   the 

Kin» 

o 

e  troops;  and  all  tbefe  as  full  of  religious  men  as  he 
Baxferills*  '  could  get :  the^e  having  more  than  ordinary  wit  and 
p.  58.  '  *  refolution,  had  more  than  ordinary  fuccefs  (<?).'— — » 
Cromwell's  own  account  will  confirm  this.  6  I  was  a 
6  perfon,  fays  he,  that  from  my  firfr.  employment  was 
c  fuddenly  preferred,  and  lifted  up  from  leiTer   trufts  to 

*  greater,  from  my  firft  being  a  captain  of  a  troop  of 
4  horfe,  and  I  did  labour  (as  well  as  I  could)  to  dif- 
6  charge  my  truft,  and  God  blefTed  me  as  it  pleafed 
fc  him,  and  I  did  truly  and  plainly,  and  then  in  a  way 
6  of  foolifh  fimplicity  (as  it  was  judged  by  verie  great 
'  and  wife  men,  a'nd  good  men  too)  defired  to  make 
£  ufe  of  my  inflruments  to  help  me  in  this   work;   and  I 

*  will  deal  plainly  with  you,  I  had  a  verie  worthy  friend 
6  then,  and  he  was  a  verie  noble  perfon,  and  I  know 
c  his    memorie    was    verie   grateful  to  you  all.       Mr. 

*  "John  Hampden^  at   my  fir  it  going  out  into    this    en- 

*  gagement,   (I  faw)  their  men   were   beaten    at    every 

*  hand  ;  I  did  indeed,  and  I  defired  him  that  he  would 
4  make  fome  additions  to  my  Lord  EJfex's  armie,  of  fome 

*  regiments,   and  f  told   him  I  would1  be  ferviceable  to 

*  him,   in   bringing   fuch  men  in,   as   I   thought  had  a 

*  fpirit,   that  would  do  fomething   in  the  work  :  this  is 

*  very  true  that  I  tell  you,   God   knows  that  I  lie   not, 

*  Your  troops,  faid  I,  are  molt  of  them  old  decayed 
4  ferving-men  and  tapflers,  •  and  fuch  kind  of  fellows  ; 
'  and,  faid  I,  their  troops  are  gentlemens  fons,  younger 
4  fons,  and  perfons  of  quality,  do  you  think  that  the 
4  fpirits  of  fuch  bafe  and  mean  fellows  will  be  ever  able 
r-  to  encounter  gentlemen,  that  have  honour  and  cour- 
c  age  and  refolution  in  them  ?     Truly   I   prefented  him 

'*  in  this  manner  confciencioufly,  and  truly  I  did  tell  him, 
4  you  muft  get  men  of  a  fpirit,  and  take  it  not  ill  what 
4  I  fay,  (I  know  you  will  not)  of  a  fpirit  that  is  likely 
4  to  go  on  as  far   as   gentlemen  will  go,  or  e\k  I   am 

*  fure  you  will  be   beaten  ftill ;  I  told  him   fo,  I  did 

4  truly  o 
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King  had  requefted  a  ftipply  of  money  from 

the 


*  truly.     Pie  was  a  wife  and    worthy   per  fori,   and  he 

*  did  think  that  I  talked  a  good  notion,   but  an  imprac- 

*  ticahle  one  ;  truly  I  told  him  I  could  do  fomewhat  in 
'  it,  I  did  fo,  and  truly  I  muft  needs  fay  that  to  you 
4  (impart  it   to  what  you  pleafe)  I  railed  fuch  men  as 

*  had  the  fear  of  God  before  them,  and  made  forne  con- 

*  fcience  of  what  they  did,  and  from  that  day  forward, 
'  I  mult  fay  to  you,  they  were  never  beaten,  and  where- 

c  ever  they  were  engaged  againft  the  enemy,  they  beat  ^   afferted 

*  continually    (r).' — This   religion    of  Oliver   and   his  to  be  the 
troops  ;  whatever  it  was,    gave  matter  for  raillery  to  the  bsft  form  of 
cavaliers.     c  As    for   Noll  Cromwell,  faid   Marchamont  in  ?  confe- * 
c  Ncedham^  he  is  gone  forth   in  the  might  of  his  fpirft,  rence  at 

'  with  all  his  train  ofdifciples:  everyone   of  whom  is  Whitehall 

r\        ■  i  r  i  i  *e     i  between 

'  as  David,  a  man  or  war,  and  a  prophet;    girted  men  Oliver  and  a 

*  all,  that  refolve  to  their  work  better  than  any  of  the  committeeof 
6  fons  of  Levi,  and   run  cuite  through  Wales  with  their  Parlian^ent> 

i       i    c         i  l  -i         /  n  »      t  P-38.Lond. 

c  two-edged  iwords,  to  convert  the  gentiles  (s).  1  gv^  t^0^ 
know  not  what  others  may  think,  but  in  my  opinion  (*)  Mercu- 
the  character  p;iven  by  Cromwell  to  his  foldiers  of  reli-  r.ius  Prasma- 

o  /  >  ticus     May 

gious  men,  and  fuch  as  had  the  fear  of  God,  will  be  at  0O}  j64s. 
leaft  as  much  to  their  honour  in  the   eyes  of  pofterity, 
as  that  which    is  contained  in   the  following  pafTage  is 

to   the   foldiery  of in    much  more  modern  times. 

'  It  was  remarkable  in  the  late  war,  that  when  all  the 
c  different  nations   which  compofed  the  confederate  ar- 

c  my,    were  performing  their  daily  devotions,  the (0  **an" 

c  foldiers  only,  feemed  to  have  no  fenfe  of  the  being  of  ™^  syo! "" 
'  a  God  (/;.'     This  gentleman  does  not  fay  thefe  dar- p.  73.  in  the 
ing   men,  were  never  beaten,  or  that  they  continually  note-  4t0« 
beat !     The  fallowing  pallage  from  JVb'tlock  is  too  re-    on  ' *75^ 

markable  to  be  neglected.     '  Cromwell had  a  brave 

4  regiment  of  horfe  of  his   countrymen,  moft  of  them 

*  free-holders,  and  free- holders  fons,  and  who  upon 
c  matter  of  conference,  engaged  in  this  quarrel,  and 
1  under  Ctomwell.  And  thus  being  well  armed  within, 
1  by  the  fatisfadiion  of  their  own  confcience~,  and  with- 

G  8  out. 
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the  univerfity,  and    intimated    his  defire  of 

their 


rials,  p.  72. 


(x)  Bates's 
Eknchi,  p, 
220,  pais 

•ada, 


4  out,  by  good  iron  arms,  they  would  as  one  man,  ftand 

'!')  ^en™"  *  firmly,   and    charge  defperately  (a).'* Cromwell  is 

celebrated  for  his  manner  of  difciplining  his  foldiers  even 
by  an  enemy.     *  Hi  autem   initio  nee  arma   trac~tandi 

*  nee  equos  gnari,  diligentia  folertiaque  bellatores  acer- 
6  rimi  evaferunt ;  equis  etenim  curandis,  nutriendis  ac 
c  detergendis  indies  afluefacli  funr,  &  fi  opus  foret  fi- 
c  mul  humicubando ;  arma  infuper  polire,  nitida  & 
c  ufui  expedita  fervare,  loricas  optimas  induere,  feque 
c  caetero  armaturse  genere  eommunire  condocefecerat  eos 
c  Cromwcllius.     Atque   hec    exercitii   militaris   genere, 

*  prae  reliquis  commilitonnm  omnibus  emicuere  virtute 
c  bellica,  plurefque  ab  hofte  palmas  reportarunt  (#).* 
i.e.  c  His  men,  who  in  the  beginning  were  unfkilful 
4  both  in  handling  their  arms,  and  managing  their  hor- 
4  fes,  by  diligence  and  indudry  became  excellent  fol- 
'  ,diers  5  for  Cromwell  ufed  them  daily  to  look  after,  feed 
4  and  drefs  their  horfes  5  and,  when  it  was  needful,  to 
4  lie  together  with  them  on  the  ground  ;  and  befides, 
6  taught  them  to  clean  and  keep  their  arms  bright,  and 
6  have  them  ready  for  fervice ;  to  chufe  the  beft  armour, 

*  and  to  arm  themfelves  to  the  beft  advantage.  Trained 
6  up  in  this  kind  of  military  exercife,  they  excelled  all 
4  their  fellow  foldiers  in  feats  of  war,  and  obtained  more 
s  victories  over  their  enemies.'  The  following  ftrata- 
gem  to  try  the  courage  of  his  troopers  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  is  related  by  more  than  one  writer. 
6  Upon  the  firfl:  mufter  of  his  troop,  having  privily 
4  placed   twelve  refolute  men  in  an  ambufcado  (it  being 

*  near  fome  of  the  King's  garrifons)  upon    a  fignal,  on 

*  the  appointed  time,  and  the  faid  ambufh  with  a  trum- 
4  pet  founding,  galloped  furioufly  to  the  body,  out  of 
4  which  fome  twenty  inftantly  fled  out  of  fear  and  dif- 
4  may,  and  were  glad  the  forfeiture  was  fo  cheap  and 
4  eafy  ;  and  afhamed  of  their   childim    and   difgraceful 

*  deferting  of  their  ftation  and  colours,  had  not  the  con- 
6  fidence  to  requefl  their  continuance  in  his  fervice,  or 

'  deny 


*■ 
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their    plate,    for  its    better    fecurity;    they 

packed 

*  deny  or  fcruple  the  rendring  their  horfes  to  them  who 

«  fhould  fight  the  Lord's  battle  in  their  ftead  (y).9     lam  W  *la&}- 

.     I         *=>         ...  rr  .  ,  T      ,  .    .     ,  .*•"  •       lum,  or  the 

no  judge  or  military  arrairs :  but  1  think   tis  a  maxim  Life  &c.  of 

4  that  good  difcipline  makes  good   foldiers.'     Cromwell  Oliver 

was  quite  exact  in  this,  and  the  behaviour  of  his  army  CromwelI» 

was  fuch  as  merited  the  greateft  praife,  even  abflracted  Lond.  1663" 

from  its  valour.     Let  us   hear  an  eye  witnefs :  a  pane-  Perfeft  Po- 

gyrift  he  is  ;  but  on  this  occafion  feems  to  have  adhered    flc'a^.or 

pretty  much  to  the  truth. -c  Quicquid  effuciunt  in  te  0f  the  Life 

dementes  Olivari^  nauci   non   facio,    religiofifliimum  of  Oliver 

imperatorem,  religionis  mediis  in  exercitibus  defenfo-  Croi™elI> 
o  •>    1       1         p.  4.  Svo- 

rem,  protectorem,  propagatorem,  nemo  mil  laudum  Lond,  1680* 

tuarum  fupra  modum  invidus  hie  reperitur,  qui  te  non 
fufpexerit,  admiratus  fuerit,    obfervantia  furnma  non 
coluerit.     Enim  vero  ubinam  terrarum  tarn  religiofus 
vifuseft  imperator,  tamque  religiofus  exercitus  ?     Mi* 
ratus  ego  fum,  varias  Anglise  provincias  tunc  pro  ne- 
gotiorum  meorurn,  vei  principis  met   SereniJJimi  Ducis 
Gueldria   Comitis  Hcecmunda    neceffitate     peragrans, 
eafque   militibus  tuis   refertas,    ita  quietas,    tranquil- 
las,  pacatas,  quafl  ne  unus  quidem  in  illis  miles  elTet, 
fie  addiclas  pietati,  quail  monachorum   non  militum 
legiones  in  pagis  ipfarum  difperfss  degerent.     Ita  certa 
iingulis  diebus  turn  fundendis  Deo  precibus,  turn   au- 
diendis  dei  praeconiis,  erant  affignata  tempora,  milites 
ipfos  adeo  modeftos,    nihilque  nifi   Deum,  pietatem, 
religionem,     virtutem  refpirantes,    ut  ingenue  fatear 
cum   ftupore  non  mediocri  faepe  fufpexi.     Atque  ne 
putet  hie   aliquis    veile    me    biandiri,  oleum  Olivarh 
divendere,   vel  in  illius  aures  inftillare,  teftem  Deum 
adhibe®,  quod    faepiffime  praeiidiarios  QLvarii,  modo 
fupra  diclo  miiites   adiens,  ne  vel  inverecundum  ver- 
bulum  unquam  ab  ullius  ex  illis  ore  perceperim,  jus- 
jurandumque   nullum,  fed   rneram   humanitatem,  ur- 
banitatem,  pietatem,    verecundiam,    modeftiam    ani- 
madvertcrim.     Unde  nequaquam  in  OLvarii  militibus" 

G  %  *  locum 
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packed  up   the  fame,    but   were  prevented 
from  fending  it,  by  the  diligence  of  Oliver, 

who 


(x)  Parallel 
luiw  Olivae 
nee  non  Oli- 
•varii  per 
Lud.  de 
Gand. 
Dom.  de 


locum  habere  poteft  quod  de  omnibus  aliis  jampridem 
decantatum  eft, 

*  Nulla  fides  pietafque  viris  qui  caftra  fequuntur, 

*  Sed  deillis  dicendum  potius  eft, 

6  Multa  fides  pietafque  viris  qui  caftra  fequuntur  (z)J 

Warwick^  fpeaking  of  his  army  fays,  c  they  had  all 
either  naturally  the  phanatick  humour,  or  foon  imbib- 
ed it :  a  herd  of  this  fort  of  men  being  by  him  drawn 


Brachey,&c. «  together,  he 


Lond.  1656 
Folio, 


made  ufe  of  the  zeal  and  credulity 


(a)  Me- 
moirs, p. 

352. 


of  thofe  perfons5  teaching  them,  as  they  too  readily 
taught  themfelves,  that  they  engaged  for  God,  when 
he  led  them  againft  his  vicegerent  the  King:  and 
where  this  opinion  met  with  a  natural  courage, 
it  made  them  the  bolder,  and  too  oftner  the  cruel- 
for  it  was  fuch  a  fort  of  men,  as  killed  brave 


ter 


'  young  Gavendijh  and  many  others,  after  quarter  given 
'  in  cold  blood.     And  thefe  men,  habited  more  to  fpi- 

4  ritual  pride,  than  carnal  riot  or  intemperance,  fo  con- 
c  fequently  having  been  induftrious  and  active  in  their 
6  former  callings  and  profeftions,  where  natural  cour- 
€  age  wanted,  zeal  fupplied  its  place;  and  at  firft  they 
s  chofe  rather  to  dye  than  fly ;  and  cuftom  removed  fear 

*  of  danger:  and   afterwards  finding  the  fweet  of  good 

*  pay,  and  of  opulent  plunder,  and  of  preferment,  fui- 
'  table  to  activity  and  merit ;  the   lucrative   part  made 

*  gain  feem  to  them  a  natural  member  of  godlinefs  (a)J 
Though  many  fhades  are  thrown  into  Warwick's  pic- 
ture, it  is  ftilh beautiful  in  comparifon  of  c  a  diffolute, 
c  undifciplined,  wicked  beaten  army,'  which  Clarendon 
tells  us  the  King's  was,  when  Lord  Hopton  took  its 
command :    «  an   army,    whofe  horfe,    he   fays,    their 

*  friends  feared,  and  their  enemies  laughed   at  ;  being 

5  terrible  only   in  plunder,    and  refolute    in    running 

*  away,'' 
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who  on  this,  as  well  as  other  (r)  occafions, 
fhewed  himfelf  an  adtive  partizan.     In  the 

courfe 

i  away  (£).'  Such  would  not  have  been  entertained  by  ^)  voi.iv. 
Cromwell.  I  {hall  clofe  this  note  with  the  laft  writer's  p.  729« 
character  of  Cromwell's  army,  given  before  both  houfes 
of  parliament^/.  13,  1660:  I  fay  Cromwell's  army, 
for  'tis  well  known  they  were  the  fame  men,  for  the 
mofc  part,  who  had  been  formed  by  him,  and  fought 
under  his  banners.  '  No  other  Prince,  fays  the  chan- 
'  cellor,  in  Europe,  would    be    willing  to  difband  fuch 

*  an  army  ;  an  army  to  which  victory  is  entailed,  and 

*  which,  humanly  fpeaking,  could    hardly  fail  of  con* 

*  quelt   whitherfoever   he    fhould    lead    it.— An    army 

*  whofe  order  and  difcipline,  whofe   fobriety  and  man- 

*  ners,  whofe  courage  and  fuccefs  hath  made  it  famous 
c  and  terrible  over  the  world.  His  Majefty  knows 

*  they  are  too  good  Englijhmen  to  wifh  that  a  {landing 
«  army  fhould  be  kept  up  in  the  bowels  of  their  own 
c  country;  that  they  who  did  but  in  Bella  pads  gerere 
'  negotium,  and  who  whilft  an  army  lived  like  good  huf- 
c  bandmen   in   the  country,  and    good  citizens  in  the 

*  city,  will   now   become  really  fuch,  and  take  delight 

c  in  the  benefit  of  that  peace,  they  have  fo  honeftly  and  (c)  Lives  of 

*  fo   wonderfully  brought  to  pafs   (c).9     What  an  elo- th'~  Lord 
gium,  before  thofe   who  were  beft  of  all  able  to  judge  vol<a"J#e  °r  s 
of  its  truth  and  propriety  !  Nothing  after  this  can  be  ad-  126.  8vo. 
ded.  Lond:  *712- 

(r)   They  were  prevented  by  the  diligence  of  Oliver,  who  charadteHs 
Jhewed  himfelf  an  acJive  partizan.]     I  intend  not  to  par-  given  of 
ticularize  the  military  exploits  of  CromwelL    they  are  t|lefemenm 

the  c0Dti~ 

fufficiently  known.     Europe   founded    with    them;  andnuationof 
they  will  be  long  talked  of.     However,  as  this  was   his  the  Life  of 
firft  exploit,  it  may  merit  fome  attention,  as  well   as  clarendon, 
rectify  fome  miftakes.     Great  complaint  is  made  of  him 
in  the  Querela  Cantabrigienfis,  in  the  following  words  : 

*  M  after  Cromwell,  burgefs  for  the  town  of  Cambridge^ 

*  and  then  newly  turned  a  man  of  war,  was  fent  down 
f  by  his  mafters  above,  at  the  invitation  of  his  mafters 

G  3  '  be- 
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courfe   of  the  war  he  gave  full  proof  of  his 
bravery  and  good  condudt :  at  Marflon-Moor 
he  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,   and  there- 
by 

'  below  (as  himfelf  confeffed)  to  gather  what  rlrength 

*  he  could  to  flop  all  paflages  that  no  plate  might  be 
4  fent :  but  his  defigns   being  fruilrated,  and    his  opi- 

*  nion  as  of  an  active  fubtile  man,  thereby  fomewhat 

*  fhaken  and  endangered,  he  hath  ever  fince  bent  him- 
'  felf  to  work  what  revenge  and  miichief  he  could 
6  againft    us.     In  purfuit  whereof,  before  that  month 

*  was  expired,  down  he  comes  again  in  a  terrible  man- 
c  ner  with  what  forces  he  could  draw  together,  and 
6  furrounds  divers   colleges,  while  we  were  at  our  de- 

,    *■  votion  in  our  feveral  chappeh,  taking  away  prifoners, 

CantSrigi-  c  feveral  doelors   of  divinity,    heads  of  colleges, - 

enfis,  8vo.  *  and  thefe  he  carries  with  him  to  Linden  in  triumph  (d)' 
p.  182.  This  ilory  is  repeated  by  the  editor  of  Dr.  Bay  wick's 
on  * 1  5'  life,  but  by  the  extract  from  the  journals,  in  the  fore- 
going note,  it  appears  that  his  defign  of  Hopping  the 
plate  intended  for  the  King  was  not  fruftrated,  and 
therefore  the  former  part  of  the  ftory  murl  be  without 
foundation.     May  writes,   that  '   the  firft  action  Crom- 

*  well  undertook  was  to  fecure  the  town  of  Cambridge 
■*  for  the  parliament,  about  the  middle  of  January, 
£  Univerilties  of  all  places  were  moft  apt  to  adhere  to 

*  the  King's  party,  efteeming  parliaments,  and  efpeci- 

*  ally  this,  the  greater!  depreflbrs  of  that  eeclefiaitical 
6  dignity,  in  hope  of  which  they  are  there    nurtured  : 

*  Upon  which  reafoh  they  were  packing  up  a  large quan- 

4  tity  of  the  plate  that  belonged  to  all  the  colleges,  to 
6  fend  it  away  to  the  King,  which  would  have  made  a 
c  confiderable  fum.     This   was    forefeen   by  Cromwell ; 

*  who  by  a   commiflion  from  the  parliament,  and  lord 

5  general  EJJex^  had  raifed  a  troop  of  horfe,  and  came 
(e)  Hiftcry  c  down  imo  that  country,  with  authority  to  raife  more 
ott.e  a:-  t  forceg  as  occaflon  ferved  :  he  came  to  Cambridge  foon 
iii.  p.  79.  *  enough  to  feize  upon  that  plate  (*).' — What  thequan- 
Foiio.  Lend,  tjty  of  plate   in   the  whole  was,  which  was  packed  up 
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by  obtained  great  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
advantage  to  his  mafters.  His  courage  not- 
withstanding has  been  called  in  queftion  (s) : 

i  .; 

for  the  King,  appears  not :    but   the  particular  pieces 
fent  from  St.  John's  college   for  the  purpofe,  amounted  '(f)  Bar- 
to  two  thoufand  fixty  five  ounces  and  three  fourths  (f).  wltk'sLife, 
So  that  probably  the  whole  was  a  good  booty.     JBut  l0*£  ™' 
Cromwell  feldom  did  things  by  halves.     4  Whilft  I  was 

*  about  Huntington,  vifiting  old  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell, 
4  his  uncle    and  godfather,  at  his  houfe  at  Ramfey,  he 

*  told  me  this  ftory  of  his  fuccefsful  nephew  and  god- 
c  fon  ;  that  he  vifited  him  with  a  good  ftrong  party  of 
'  horfe,  and  that  he  had  afked  him  his  bleffing,  and 
c  that  the  few  hours  he  was  there,  he  would  not  keep 
6  on  his  h?t  in  his  prefence ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he 

*  not  only  difarmed,  but  plundered   him :  for   he  took  (g)  War- 
c  away  all  his  plate  (g).'     This  was  in  character  :  the  wick,  p. 
uncle   was  treated    with   proper   refpect;    the  cavalier251, 
prevented    from  doing  mifchief!    Cro?nwell  well  under- 
stood his  duty. 

(s)  His  courage  however  has  been  called  in  que/Hon.] 
It  has  been  obferved  that  there  is  no  opinion  fo  abfurd 
as  not  to  have  been  embraced  by  fome  men.  The  im- 
putation of  cowardice  to  Cromwell  would  not  eafily  have 
been  thought  on,  by  thofe  who  had  feen  or  heard  of 
his  exploit.  But  prejudice  works  wonders,  and  in  a 
trice  levels  or  exalts  characters  in  the  eyes  of  even  wife 
and  underftanding  men.  Lord  Holies  was  undoubtedly 
of  this  number;  but  being  oppofed  and  opprefTed  by 
Cromwell  and  his  party,  he  could  fee  nothing  to  admire, 
but  every  thing  to  blame  in  him.  '  He  engaged  in  a 
'  particular  oppofition  to  Cromwell,  fays  Burnet,  in  the 
c  time  of  the  war:  they  hated  one  another  equally. 
c  Holies  feemed  to  carry  this  too  far,  for  he  would  not 
c  allow  Cromwell  to  have  been  either  wife  or  brave;  but 
c  often  applied  Solomon's  obfervation  to  him,  that  the 
c  battle  was  not  to  the  ftrong,  nor  favour  to  the  man 
*  of  underftanding,  but  that  time  and  chance  happened 
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I   have    no  need  to  fay,  without  reafon.— 
His  fuccefs  procured  him  friends  and  repu- 
tation j 

(b)  Burnet,  e  t0  a|]  men  ffoy  ^  fine  way  0f  levelling  the  acts  of 
heroes  !— But  let  us  hear  Hoiks  himfelf.  '  However 
c  lieutenant  general  Cromwell  had  the  impudence  and 
c  boldnefs  to  aflume  much  of  the  honor  of  it  [the  vic- 
i  tory  at  Marjlon-Moor^  in  July,  1644]  t0  himfelf,  or 
6  rather,    Herod  like,  to  fuffer  others   to    magnify  and 

*  adore  him  for  it  (for  I  can  fcarce  believe  he  fhould  be 
4  fo  impudent  to  give  it  out  himfelf,  fo  confcious  as  he 
'  muft  be  of  his  own  bafe  cowardlinefs)  thofe  who  did 
6  the  principal  fervice  that  day,  were  major  general 
c  LeJIy,  who  commanded  the  Scots  horfe,  major  general 
i  Crawford,  who  was  major  general  to  the  Earl  of  Man- 
c  che/for's  brigade,  and  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax-,  who,  under 
6  his  father,  commanded  the  northern  brigade.  But  my 
&  friend  Cromwell  had  neither  part  nor  lott  in  the  bu- 
6  finefs :  for  I  have  feveral  times  heard  it  from  Craw- 
c  ford's  own  mouth  (and  I  think  I  {hall  not  be  miftaken 
c  if  I  fay  Cromwell  himfelf  has   heard  it  from  him  ;  for 

*  he  once  fa  id  it  aloud  in  Weftminfier  Hall,  v/hen  Crom- 
6  well  pafTed  by  him,  with  a  defign  he  might  hear  him) 
6  that  when  the  whole  army  at  Mar/ton-  Moor  was  in 

*  a  fair  poffibility  to  be  utterly  routed,  and  a  great  part 
£  of  it  running,  he  faw  the  body  of  horfe  of  that  brigade 
c  (landing  ftill,  and  to  his  feerning  doubtful  which  way 

*  to  charge  backward  or  forward,  when  he  came  up  to 
'  them  in  a  great  paflion,  reviling  them  with  the  names 
c  of  poltroons   and    cowards,    and   afked  them    if  they 

*  would  ftand  ftill  and  fee  the  day   \oH  ?     Whereupon 

*  Cromwell  (hewed  himfelf,  and  in  a  pitiful  voice  faid, 

4  Major  general,  what  mall  I  do  ?    Me  (begging  pardon 

*  for  what  he  faid,  not  knowing  he  was  there,  towards 
'  whom  he  knew  his  diftance  as  to  his  fuperior  officer) 
6  told  him,  Sir,  if  you  charge  not,  all  is  loft;  Crom- 
6  well  anfwered    he  was  wounded,    and   was  not  able 

5  te  charge  (his  great  wound  being  a  little  burn  in  the 
'  neck  by  the  accidental  going  off  behind  him  of  one 

6  of 
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tation  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  attended 

c  of  his  foldier's  piftols)  then  Crawford  defired  him  to  go 
c  off  the  field,  and  fending  one  away  with  him  (who 
<■  very  readily  followed  wholfome  advice)  led  them  on 
4  himfelf,  which  was  not  the  duty  of  his  place,  and  as 
6  little  for  Cromwell's  honor,  as  it  proved  to  be  much 
4  for  the  advancement  of  his  and  parties  pernicious  de- 
'  figns.  This  I  have  but  by  relation,  yet  I  eafily  be- 
c  lieve  it  upon  the  credit  of  the  reporter,  who  was  a 
c  man  of  honor,  that  was  not  afhamed  or  afraid  to  pub- 
c  lifh  it  in  all  places.  Befides  I  have  heard  a  parallel 
c  ftory  of  his  valour  from  another  perfon  [colonel  DaU 
'  bier]  not  inferiour,  neither  in  quality  nor  reputation, 
c  to  major  general  Crawford,  who  told  me,  that  when, 
c  Bafing  Houfe  was  frormed,  Cromwell,  inftead  of  lead- 
'  ing  on  his  men,  flood  a  good  diftance  off,  out  of  gun- 
6  fhot,  behind  a  hedge.  And  fomething  I  can  deliver 
&  of  him  upon  my  own  knowledge,  which  makes  paf- 
c  fage  for  the  eafier  belief  of  both  thefe  relations,  and 
c  aiTures  me  that  that  man  is  as  errand  a  coward,  as  he 
6  is  notorioufly  perfidious,  ambitious,  and  hypocritical. 
c  This  was  his  bafe  keeping  out  of  the  field  at  Keinton 

*  battle;  where  he  with  his  troop  of  horfe  came  not 
<   in,  impudently  and  ridiculoufly  affirming,  the  day  af- 

*  ter,  that  he  had  been  all  that  day  feeking  the  army 
L  and  place  of  fight,  though  his  quarters  were  but  at 
4  a  village  near  hand,  whence  he  could  not  find  his 
c  way,  nor  be  direcled  by  his  ear,  when  the  ordnance 
c  was  heard,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  20  or  30 
'  miles  off;  fo  that  certainly  he  is   far  from  the  man  he 

«  is  taken  for  (/).'     Mr.  Walpole,  referring  to  this   paf-  j^wf*3 
fage,  fays  c  from   the  extream   good  fenfe  of  his  lord-  i5>&feq.F* 
6  fhip's  fpeeches   and   letters,  one  mould  not  have  ex-  8vo.  Lond„ 

*  pedted   that   weak    attempt    to   blafl  Cromwell  for  a  l6"" 
c  coward.     HowT    a  judicatory  in    the    temple  of  fame 

*  would  laugh  at  fuch  witneffes  as  major  general  Craw-  {ogueofVoy- 

*  fird  and  a  colonel  Dalbier!  Ccefar  and  Cromwell   are  aland  noble 
c  not  amenable  to  acommiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer  (kV  k^h°xs> 

'  v    '      vol. 11, p.  32, 

with 
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with  the   envy    and   hatred     (t)    of   very 

power- 

(t)  His  fuccefs  was  attended  with  the  envy  and  hatred 
of  very  powerful  perfons.']  The  following  paflages  will 
enable  the  reader  to  underftand  this.     '  Colonel  Crom- 

*  well  being    made   lieutenant  general  of   the    earl  of 

*  Manchejlers  army,  gave  great  fatisfadlion  to  the  com- 

*  mons  touching  the  bufinefs  of  Dennington  cattle,  and 

*  feemed  (but  cautioufiy  enough)  to  lay  more  blame  on 
6  the  officers  of  the  lord  general's  army,  than  upon  any 
c  other.  And  the  point  of  priviledge  was  debated  touch- 
c  ing  the  lords  transmitting  of  a  charge  from  them,  be- 
'  fore  it  was  brought  up  to  them.     This  reflected  upon 

*  lieutenant  general  Cromwell,   of  whom  the  lord  ge- 

5  neral  now  began  to  have  fome  jealoufies,  and  was 
€  advifed  to  put  to  his  flrength  to  rid  Cromwell  out  of  the 

*  way,  and  the  means  to  be  ufed  to  effect  this,  was 
4  fuppofed  to  be  by  the  Scots  commiflioners,  who  were 
4  not  well  pleafed  with  Cromwell  upon  fome  words 
c  which  he  had  fpoken  (as  they  apprehended)  derogatory 
'  to  the  honor  of  their  nation.  One  evening  very  late, 
'  Maynard  and  I  were  fent  for  by   the  lord  general  to 

6  Ej/ex-boufe,  and    there   was  no  excufe  to  be  admitted, 

*  nor  did  we  know  beforehand  the  occalion  of  our  be- 
c  ing  fent  for :  when  we  came  to  Effex-boufe,  we   were 

*  brought  to  the  lord  general,  and  with  him  were  the 
6  Scots  commiflioners,  Mr.  Hoilis,  Sir  Philip  Stapylton, 
c  Sir  "John  Meyrick>    and   divers    oners  of   his  fpecial 

*  friends.  After  compliments,  and  that  all  were  fet 
c  down  in  council,  the  lord  general,  in  general  terms 
'  having  mentioned  his  having  fent  for  them  on  impor- 
6  tant  bufinefs,  defired  the  lord  chancellor  of  Scot/and 
c  to  enter  into  the  detail,  which  he  did  in  the  follow- 
4  ing  manner:  Matter  Maynard  and  mailer  lVhitkck.i 
c  I  can  affure  you  of  the  great  opinion  both  my  bre- 
'  thren  and  myfelf  have  of  your  worth  and  abilities, 
e  elfewe  fhould  not  have  defired  this  meeting  with  you, 
c  and  fmce  it  is  his  Excellency's  pleafure  that  I  fhould 
6  acquaint  you  with  the  matter  upon  whilke  your  coun- 

«  fel 
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powerful  perfons,  whom  he  foon   got   the 

better 


fel  is  defired,  I  fhal!  obey  his  commands,  and  briefly 
recite  the  bufmefs  to  you.  You  ken  vary  weele  that 
lieutenant  general  Cromwell  is  no  friend  of  ours,  and 
fince  the  advance  of  our  army  into  England^  he  hath 
ufed  all  underhand  and  cunning  means  to  take  off 
from  our  honor  and  merit  of  this  kingdom;  an  evil 
requital  of  all  our  hazards  and  fervices :  but  fo  it  is, 
and  we  are  neverthelefs  {u\\y  fatisfled  of  the  affections 
and  gratitude  of  the  gude  people  of  this  nation  in  the 
general.  It  is  thought  requifite  for  us,  and  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  caufe  of  the  tway  kingdoms,  that  this  ob- 
ftacleor  remora  may  be  removed  out  of  the  way,  whom 
we  forefee  will  o^herwife  be  no  fmall  impediment  to 
us,  and  the  gude  defign  we  have  undertaken.  He 
not  only  is  no  friend  to  us,  and  the  government  of 
our  church,  but  he  is  alfo  no  well-wilier  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, whom  you  and  we  all  have  caufe  to  love 
and  honour  -3  and  if  he  be  permitted  to  go  on  in  his 
ways,  it  may,  I  fear,  endanger  the  whole  bufmefs  ; 
therefore  we  are  to  advife  of  fome  courfe  to  be  taken 
for  prevention  of  that  mifchief.  You  ken  very  wele 
the  accord  'twixt  the  twa  kingdoms,  and  the  union 
by  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  if  any  be  an 
incendiary  between  the  twa  nations,  how  is  he  to  be 
proceeded  againft  :  Now  the  matter  is,  wherein  we 
defire  your  opinions,  what  you  tak  the  meaning  of 
this  word  incendiary  to  be,  and  whether  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Cromwell  be  not  ficke  an  incendiary,  as  is  meant 
thereby,  and  whilke  way  wud  be  belt,  to  tak  to  pro- 
ceed againft  him,  if  he  be  proved  to  be  ficke  an  in- 
cendiary, and  that  will  clepe  his  wings  from  foaring 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  caufe.  Now  you  may  ken 
that  by  our  law  in  Scotland  we  clepe  him  an  incendiary 
whay  kindleth  coals  of  contention,  and  raifeth  dif- 
ferences in  the  (late  to  the  publick  damage,  and  he  is 
tanquam  pubiicus  hojiis  patriae ;  whether  your  law  be 
the  fame  or  not,  you  ken  bell:  who  are  rnickle  learned 

*  therein, 
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better  of,  by  craft,  diffimulation,  hypocrify,  and 

the 


folk's  Me-   C  t^ere»n>'anc^  therefore  with  the  favour  of  his  Excel- 
tnorials,  p.    '  lency  we  defire  your  judgments  in   thefe  points  (/).' 
n6»  Whitlock\x\  anfwer  hereunto  obferved,  *  that  thefenfe 

6  of  the  word  incendiary  was  the  fame  in  both  nations  ; 
6  but  whether  Cromwell  was  one  depended  on  proofs ; 
6  if  proofs  were  wanting,  he  was  none;  if  fuch  were  at 
s  hand,  he  might  be  proceeded  againft  in  parliament/ 
He  moreover  obferved,  that  it  became  not  perfons  of 
their  honor  and  authority  to  appear  in  any  bufinefs,  ef- 
pecially  of  an  accufation,  but  fuch  as  they  faw  could  be 
clearly  made  out,  and  be  brought  to  the  effect  intended. 
Cromwell's  parts  were  then  described ;  his  intereft.  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  even  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  his  abilities  to  manage  his  own  defence  to  the  beft 
advantage.  He  advifed  therefore  that  the  matter  for 
the  prefent  might  be  dropt;  that  the  proofs  againft.  him 
might  be  collected,  and  then  they  might  confult  and 
advife  afrefh.  Maynard concurring  in  the  fame  opinion, 
the  affair  was  at  a  ftand,  and  nothing  came  of  it :  c  though 

*  Mr.  Ho  His ,  and  Sir  Philip  Stapylton9  and  fome  others, 
*■  fpake  fmartly  to  the  bufinefs,  and  mentioned  feme  par- 

*  ticular  paffages,  and   words  of  Cromwell's  tending  to 

*  prove  him  to  be  an  incendiary  ;  and   they  did  not  ap- 

*  prebend  his  intereft  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to  be 
(m)  U.  p.  <  fo  much  as  was  fuppofed  ;  and  they  would  willingly 
2S7*           *  have  been  upon  the   accufation  of  him  (w).'     This 

was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1644.  Mr.  Whitlock 
clofes  his  account  of  this  remarkable  converfation  with 
the  following  words :  c  I  had  fome  caufe  to  believe, 
6  that  at  this  debate,  fome  who  were  prefent,  were  falfe 

*  brethren,  and  informed  Cromwell  of  all  that  part 
6  among  us,  and  after  that  Cromwell^  though  he   took 

*  no  notice  of  any  particular  paflages  at  that  time,  yet 
6  he  feemed  more  kind  to  me  and  Mr.  Maynard  than 
1  he  had  been  formerly,  and  carried  on  his  defign  more 

(*)  Id.  ibid. c  actively  of  making  way  for  his  own  advancement  (a).* 
This  was  the  fate  of  Cromwell:  envy  followed  his  great 

1  deeds. 
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tlie  ufual  arts  of  men  bent  on  defeating  the  de- 

figns 

deeds,  and  deep  defigns  were  laid  for  clipping  his  wings, 
ere  he  feemed  to  have  done  any  thing  to  have  deferved 
fuch  treatment.  We  need  not  wonder  after  this,  that 
he  oppofed  the  Scots,  EJfex  and  Hollis,  and  that  they  en- 
tertained a  deadly  hatred  of  him, The  charge  ad- 
vanced apainft  Cromwell  here,  was  that  he  was  no  friend 
to  the  Scots,  and  the  government  of  their  church,  and 
no  well  wifher  to  Lord  EJfex.  The  charge  indeed 
might  be  true  enough ;  though  a  poor  foundation  for  a 
parliamentary  profecution,  at  leaft  if  juftice  had  taken 
place.  Probable  'tis  he  thought  the  bufinefs  in  which  he 
was  engaged  might  have  been  done  without  the  Scots  $ 
that  they  might  bring  about  a  peace  in  conjunction  with 
EJfex,  very  different  from  his  wilhes  ;  and  as  for  their 
church  government,  he,  with  many  other  fenfible  men, 
had  a  great  difrelifli  of  it.  'Tis  well  enough  known, 
that  when  the  parliament  applied  for  affiftance  to  the 
Scots,  it  was  granted  among  other  things  upon  condition 
of  their  taking  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  together  with 
the  Scott'ijh  nation,  whereby  they  bound  themfelves  a- 
mong  other  particulars,  c  to  endeavour  to  bring  the 
4  churches  of  God,  in  the  three  kingdoms,  to  the  near- 

*  eft  conjunction  and  uniformity  in  religion,  confeffion 
c  of  faith,  form  of  church  government,  directory  for 
'  worfhip  and  catechizing.     And  in  like  manner,  with- 

*  out  refpedt  of  perfons,  to  endeavour  the  extirpation  of 

*  popery,  prelacy,  (that  is,  church  government  by 
c  arch-bifhops,  bifhops,  their  chancellors  and  commif- 
'  faries,  deans,  deans  and  chapters,  arch-deacons,  and 
'  all  other  ecclefiaftical  officers  depending  on  that  hierar- 
'  chy)  fuperftition,  herefy,  fchifm,  profanenefs,  and 
c  wbatfoever  (hall  be  found  to  be  contrary  to  found  doc- 

'  trine  and  the  power  of  godlinefs. And  they  were 

c  alfo  by  the  fame  covenant  to  endeavour  with  their 
'  eftates  and  lives  mutually  to  preferve  the  rights  and 
'  priviledges  of  the  parliaments,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
6  kingdoms ;  and    to  preferve  and   defend  the  King's 

'  Ma- 
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figns  of  their  foes,  and  advancing  their 
own  (u) ;  by  deep  diffimulation,   I  fay,  and 

his 

%  Majefty's  perfon  and  authority^  in  the  prefervation  and 

*  defence  of  the  true  religion  and  liberties  of  the  king- 
to]  Parlia-  *  ^oms,  l^at  ttiQ  world  might  bear  witnefs  of  their  loy- 
mcntary  c  alty,  and  that  they  had  no  thoughts  or  intentions  to 
Hiftory,  «  diminifh  his  Majefty's  juft  power  and  greatnefs  [o)' 
flQ7  Svof*  This  covenant  was  taken  by  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
Lond.  1753,  Sept.  25,  j'643,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  army   were 

firiclly  enjoined  to  do  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  people 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Cromwell  therefore  mutt  have 
taken  it;  but  in  the  fame  manner  as  men  take  many 
other  things,  much  againft  his  mind,  though  he  had 
art  enough  then  to  conceal  his  diflike  :  for  it  cannot  be 
thought  but  it  muft  be  very  difagreeable  to  him  to  be 
bound  to  introduce  a  difcipline  his  large  foul  abhorred, 
and  to  preferve  and  defend  a  prince  whom  he  was  to 
fight  againft,  and  whofe  power  and  greatnefs  were  the 
objects  of  his  dread.  In  fhort,  Cromwell  came  not  into 
the  fchemes  of  the  Scots,  either  religious  or  political, 
and  confequently  was  hated  by  them. 

(u)  By  craft,  diffimulathn  and  hypocrify,  he  got  the  bet - 
ter  of  bis  fes.]  No  man  was  ever  more  taxed  with 
hypocrify  and  diftimulstion  than  Cromwell:  his  enemies 
were  continually  reproaching  him  with  it;  his  friends 
could  not  deny  it ;  and  the  truth  of  hiftory  requires  it 
fhould  be  fully  laid  open.  For  every  thing  is  irfeful : 
vices  and  follies  inftrudl  as  well  as  virtues  :  though  wife 
men  only  profit  by  them.— — -Let  us  hear  the  accufations 
againft  Oliver  on  this  head.  6  If  craft  be  wifdom,  fays 
Mr.  Cowley ',  and  diilimulation  wit  (affifted  both  and 
improved  with  hypocriiies  and  perjuries)  I  muft  not 
deny  him  to  have  been  fingular  in  both ;  but  fo  grofs 
c  was  the  manner  in  which  he  made  ufe  of  them,  that 
'  as  wife  men  ought  not  to  have  believed  him   at  firft, 

*  fo  no  man  was  fool  enough  to  believe  him  at  laft  ; 
'  neither  did  any   man  feem   to  do  it,  but  thofe    Who 

*  thought  they  gained  as  much  by  that  diffembling,  as 

*  he- 


( 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  95 

his  inter'eft  in  the  army,  and  the  houfe  of 

com- 

c  he  did  by  his.  His  very  agings  of  godlinefs  grew  at 
f  laft  as  ridiculous,  as  if  a  player  by  putting  on  a 
€  gown,  fhould  think  he  reprefented  excellently  a  wo- 
'  man,  though  his  beard  at  the  fame  time  were  feen  by 
'  all   the  fpeclators.     if  you  afk  me  why  they  did  not 

*  hifs,  and  explode   him  off  the  ftage,  I  can  only  an- 

*  fwer,  that  they  durft  not  do  fo,  becaufe  the  a£tors  and 
c  door-keepers  were  too  ftrong  for  the  company.  I 
c  mult,  confefs  that  by  thefe  arts  (how  grofly  foever  ma- 

*  naged,  as  by  hypocritical  praying,  and  filly  preaching, 
4  by  unmanly  tears  and  whinings,  by  falfhoods  and  per- 

*  juries,  even  diabolical)  he  had  at  firft  the  good  for- 
4  tune,  (as  men  call  it,  that  is  the  ill  fortune)  to  attain 
4  his  ends ;  but  it  was  becaufe  his  ends  were  fo  unrea- 
4  fonable,  that  no  human  wifdom  could  forefee  them ; 
4  which  made  them  who  had  to  do  with  him  believe 
4  that  he  was  rather  a  T,vell  meaning  and  deluded   bigot, 

*  than  a  crafty  and  malicious  impoftor  (/>).'     Another  (P)Di{c°mfe 
writer  who  aifo  lived  in  CromwetFs   time,  and    wrote  Oliver 
when  he  was  in  the  height  of  his  power,  expreffes  him-  Cromwell, 
felf  in  the  following  manner :  4  Had   not  his  highnefs  p'  88* 

«  had  a  faculty  to   be  fluent  in  his  tears,  and  eloquent 

4  in  his  execrations ;  had  he  not  had  fpongie  eyes,  and 

4  a  fupple  confcience  ;  and  befides  to  do  with  people  of 

4  great  faith,  but  little  wit :  his  courage,  and   the  reft 

4  of  his  moral  virtues,  with  the  help  of  his  janiflaries, 

4  had  never  been  able  fo  far  to   advance  him  out  of  the 

4  reach  of  juftice,  that  we  fhould  have  need  to  call  for 

4  any  other  hand  to  remove  him,  but  that  of  the  hang- 

4  man  (q).'     And  again — '  He  hath  found  indeed  that/  -> Killino- 

4  in  godlinefs  there  is  great  gain;  and   that   preaching  no  Murder, 

*  and  praying  well  managed,    will   obtain  other  king-  P-  6«4-°« 

c     1  Lond. 

doms,  l6g9  ^ 

*  Killing  no  murder  has  been  almoft  univerfally  given  to  Colonel  Titus.  But  in  a  nar- 
rative touching  Colonel  Edivard  Sexby,  [of  whwm  there  is  an  account  in  Clarendon* 
vol.  vi.  p.  640J  who  lately  died  a  priloner  in  the  Tower,  dated  Jan.  10,  1657.  O.  S- 
it  is  faid,  <  that  he  owned  the  bock  called  Killing  no  Murder;  and  faid  he  was  ftill  of 
'  that  Judgment.1  See  Meicwius  Politicus,  No.  399.  p.  25a,  and  Thurloe,  vol.  vi. 
p-  560. 
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commons,  he  got  the  better  of  all  his  foes  5 

for 


*  doms,  as  well  as  that  of  heaven.  His  indeed  have 
8  been  pious  arms ;  for  he  hath  conquered  moft  by  thofe 
s  of  the  church,  by  prayers  and  tears.     But  the  truth 

*  is,  were  it  not  for  our  honor  to  be  governed  by  one 
c  that  can  manage  both  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  fword, 

*  and,  Roman  like,  to  have  our  emperor  our  high  prieil, 
c  we  might  have  had  preaching  at  a  much  cheaper  rate;, 
c  and  it  would  have  coft  us  but  our  tythes,  which  now 

^MllinS    *  co^s  us    a^   (r)*'     ^ne^e   are    general  declamations. 

p°8#  u  er>  Let  us  fee  what  facls  there  are  to  fupport  them.  Lord 
Hoiks  fpeaking  of  the  mutiny  in  the  army  on  account 
of  fome  regiments  being  ordered  to  go  to  Ireland,  by 
the   parliament,    has  the  following  paiTages  :  <  When 

*  they  [the  officers]  had  wrought  the  feat,  Sir  Thomas 
6  Fairfax  himfelf  came  to  London  upon  pretence  of  tak- 

*  ing  phyiick  ;  Cromwell,  Ireton,  Fleetwood^  Rainfboroughy 
* ,  who  were  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  well 

*  as  principal  officers  of  the  army,  keep  the  houfe,  that 

*  the  foldiers  might  be  left  to  themfelves  to  fire  the  more, 
6  run  up  to  extreams,  and  put  themfelves  into  a  pofture 
c  to  carry  on  their  work  of  rebellion  with  a  high  and 

*  violent  hand,  which  had  been  fo  handfomely  done  : 
6  for  either  they  muft  have  appeared  in  it,  and  joined 
6  with  the  foldiers,  which  had  been  too  grofs,  or  have 

*  flopped  it  in  the  beginning,  crufhed  the  ferpent  in  the 
i  egg,  which  had  been  moft  eafy,  but  was  contrary  to 
c  their  defign.  So  now  they  give  the  bufinefs  time  to 
'  foment,  and  the  rebellion  to  grow  to  fome  head,  that 
c  afterwards  when  they  fhould  come  amongft  them  (for 

*  they  could  not  but  expect  the  parliament  would  fend 
4  them  down)  they   might  feem  to  be  carryed  with  the 

*  violence,  and  to  give  fome  way  for  preventing  greater 
s  inconveniencies,  and  to  keep  them  from  extremities 
6  till  the  monfter  was  formed,  and  got  to  that  ftrength 
6  as  to  protect  itfelf  and  them,  when  they  might  with- 
c  out  danger  declare  for  it,  which  they  afterwards  did. 
6  In  the  mean  time  difclaiming  it,  blaming  the  foldiers 

c  at 
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for  it  was  unfafe,  as  well  as  unpopular,  to 

attack 

*  at  that  diftance  (as  Cromwell  did  openly  in  the  houfe, 
4  protefling*  for  his  part,  he  would  ilick  to  the  parlia- 
4  ment)  whilft  underhand  they  fent  them  encourage- 
4  ments  and   directions ;    for   nothing   was   don&  there*) 

*  but  by  advice  and  countenance  from  Lond,n,  where 
4  the  whole  bufinefs  was  (o  laid,  the  rebellion  refolved 
4  upon,  and  the  officers  that  were  in  town  fo  deeply 
4  engaged,  that  when  the  full  time  was  come  for  puc- 
4  ting  things  in  execution,  my  friend  Cromwell,  who 
4  had  been  fent  down  by  the  parliament  to  do  good  of- 

*  fices,  was  come  up  again  without  doing  any,  and  he 
4  who  had  made  thofe  folemn  proteftations  with  fome 
4  great  imprecations  on  himfelf  if  he  failed  in  his  per- 
4  formance,  did,  notwithftanding,  privily  convey  thence 
4  his  goods  (which  many  of  thQ  independants  did  liko 
4   wife,   leaving  city   and  parliament  as  marked  out  for 

*  dcftruclion)  and  then  without  leave  of  the  houfe  (after 
4  fome  members  miffing  him  and  fearing  him  gone* 
4  had  moved  to  have  him  fent  for;  whereupon  he  being, 
4  as  it  feems,  not  yet  gone,  and  having  notice  of  it, 
4  came   and   {hewed    himfelf  a  little    in    the  houfe)  did 

*  fteal  away  that  evening,  1  may  fay  run  away  poft 
4   down  to  the  army,  and  prefently  join  in  the   fubfcrip- 

4  tion  of  a  rebellious  letter  (;).'— -Bunwi  relates  the  *  ,%moiT** 

following  anecdote  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Har bottle 
Grimjhn.  4  When  the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  army 
4  were  a  quarelling,  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers  it  was 
4  propofed  to  purge  the  army  better,  that  they  might 
4  know  whom  to  depend  on.  Crcm'juell  upon  that  faid, 
1  he  was  fure  of  the  army;  but  there  was  another  b^dy 
4  that  had  more   need  of  purging,  naming   the  houfe  of 

*  commons,  and  he  thought  the  army  only  could  da 
4  that.  Two  officers  that  were  prefent  brought  an  ac- 
4   count   of  this  to   Grim/Ion^    who  carried    them  with 

*  him  to  the  lobby  of  the  houfe   of  commons,  they  be- 

*  ing  refolved    to  juftify  it   to   the    houfe.      There  was 

*  another  debate    then  on   foot;  but   Grimft-A  diVgrted 


H  \        ■  ic> 
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attack  a  man  crowned  with   victories,  and 

ap- 

6  it,  and  faid  be  had  a  matter  of  priviledge  of  the  high-* 
'  eft  fort  to  Jay  before  them  :  it  was  about  the  being  and 

*  freedom  of  the  houfe.     So  he  charged  Cromwell  with 

*  the  defign  of  putting   a  force  on  the  houfe.     He  had 

*  his  witneffes  at  the  door,  and   defired   they  might  be 

*  examined.  They  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  juf- 
6  tified  all  that   they  had   faid  to  him,  and  gave   a  full 

*  relation  of  all  that  had  paffed  at  their  meetings., 
6  When  they  'withdrew,    Cromwell  fell   down   on   his 

*  knees,  and  made  a  folemn  prayer  to  God,  attefling 

*  his  innocence,  and  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  the 
6  houfe  :  he  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  providence  of 
6  God,  who  it  feems  thought  fit  to  exercife  him  with 

*  calumny  and    fiander,  but   he  fubmitted   his  caufe  to 

*  him.      This  he  did   with  great  vehemence,  and  with 

*  many  tears.     After  this  ftrange  and  bold  preamble,  he 

*  made  fo  long  a  fpeech,  juftifying  both  himfelf  and  the 
6  reft  of  the  officers,  except  a  few  that  feemed  inclined 
i  to  return  back  to  Egypt,  that  he  wearied  out  the  houfe, 
f  and  wrought  fo  much  on  his   party,  that  what  the 

*  witneffes  had   faid  was  fo  little  believed,  that  had   it 

*  been  moved,  Grimftcn  thought  that  both  he  and  they 
6  would   have   been    fent  to  the  Tower.     But  whether 

*  their  guilt  made  them  modeft,  or  that  they  had  no 
4  mind  to  have  the  matter  much  talked  of,  they  let  it 
c  fall  :  and  there  was  no  ftrength  in  the  other  fide  to 
'  carry  it  further.  To  complete  the  fcene,  as  foonas  ever 
c  Cromwell  got  out  of  the  houfe,  he  refolved  to  truft 
'  himfelf  no  more  amongft  them;  but  went  to  the  ar- 

(0  Buraet,  *  my,  and  in  a  few  days  he  brought  them  up,  and  forced 
vcl.i.  p.  9y.  c  a  great  many  from  the  houfe  (*).'     Tn  a  pamphlet  en- 
titled *  A  true  narrative  of  the  occafions  and  caufes  of 

*  the  late  lord  general  Cromwell's  anger  and  indignation 
c  againft  lieutenant  colonel  George  jfoyce  (fometimes  cor- 
c  neijokr)  who  fecured  the  King  at  HolmbyJ  reprinted 
in  the  eighth  vol.  of  the  Harleian  Mifcellany,  we  have 
feveral  particulars,  which   fhew  how  dextrcufly  Crom- 

wrfl 
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applauded  as  a  faint  and  an  hero,  by  the  fol-  . 
diers  and  the  people. 

Though 

well  managed  his  rnafk,  and  praclifed  e  one  of  the 
c  maxims  which  the  Devil,  in  a  late  vifit  upon  earth, 
6  left  to  his  difciples,  which  is,  when  once  you  are  got 
6  up,  to  kick  the  ftool  from  under  you  (z/).'  c  After,  {u\Jom 
4  the  King,  fays  this  writer,  was  feized  by  J&ive,  no-  j 
tice  was  taken  that  Cromwell  lifted  up  his  hands  in  the 
parliament,  and  called  God,  angels,  and  men  to  wit- 
nefs  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Joyce's  going  for  the 
King.  Thereupon  the  laid  Joyce  afked  Cromwell 
what  made  him  to  fpeak  fuch  words  ?  And  whether  he 
intended  to  do  as  the  King  had  done  before  him,  viz. 
fwear  and  lye  ?  And  bid  him  mark  what  Would  be 
the  end  of  fuch  things;  cautioning  him  to  take  heed 
and  beware  of  fuch  actions  :  but  he  flighted  thole 
warnings5  and  foon  after  flattered  the  faid  Joyce  again 

with  tears  of  repentance. The  faid  Joyce  proteiting 

againft  the  purging  of  the  parliament,  was  threatned 
by  Cromwell  to  be  deflroyed,  and  when  he  gave  him 
reafons  againft  difTolving   the  parliament  he  was  very 

angry. Being  about  to  buy  Finkley  Park,  in  Hamp- 

Jhire,  and  having  generoufly  offered  to  part  with  all 
or  any  part  of  it  again  to  Richard  Cromwell;  Oliver 
took  him  in  his  arms,  and  told  him  that  himfelf,  and 
hisfon,  and  family,  were  more  beholden  to  him  than 
to  all  the  world  befides,  and  therefore  bad  him  go 
on  and  profper.  Upon  this  Joyce  vent  the  next  morn- 
ing about  it,  and  there  being  a  full  committee  [the  *  * 
Park  belonged  to  the  crovvnj  he  was  juffc  upon  the 
point  of  contracting  for  the  laid  Park,  when  on  a 
fudden  in  came  Richard,  his  father  then  overtopping 
ali  in  power,  with  three  lawyers  with  him,  and  re- 
quired them  to  proceed  no  fuither  in  it,  in  regard  it 
was  his  own  inheritance,  and  no  park,  as  was  fup- 
p  o  fc  d .  W  hereupon  Joyce  informed  the  committee  of 
the  whole  difcourfe  that  had  palled  between  the  g;e- 
ntxz\>     hi*  fon,  and  himfelf  the  night  before;  upon 

U  %  S  which 
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Though  the  parliament  had  in  many  places 

been 


4  which  he  fell  upon  him  in  foul  words ;  faying  Sirrah, 

*  iirrah,  hold  your  tongue,  or  I  fhall  make  you  repent 
c  the  time  you  were  born  ;  which  the  committee  per- 
c  ceiving,  defired  them  to  withdraw  ;  and  fince  that 
c  time  never  durft  meddle  with  the  park  any  further, 
c  Whereupon,  and  his  bearing  teftimony  againft  Crom* 
6  well's  being  made  Protector,  endeavours  wtre  ufed 
4  to  ruin  him.     And  to  that  purpofe  his  lieutenant  (who 

*  before  had  accufed   him,  but  could   make  nothing  of 

*  it)  was  fent  for  by  Cromwell,  and  encouraged  to  pro- 
c  fecute  him  again,  and  contrary  to  the  cuftom  and 
c  courfe  of  the  army,  privately  appointed   officers,  and 

*  fuch  as  he  could  truft'in  fuch  an  affair,  to  take  the 
6  lieutenant's  then  depofition  againft  Joyce:  and  they 
4  took  his  depofition,  who  fwore  falfly  that  he  fhould 
6  hear  him  fay,  that  he  was  forry  that  Lockyer  had  not 
4  piftolled  Cromwell  \  and    thereupon  fent  him  to  prifon 

*  without  bail,  and  order  was  given    that  he  fhould  be 

*  kept    clofe    prifoner,    which  accordingly   was  done; 

*  and  afterwards  cafhiered.  The  lieutenant  who  had 
6  profecuted,  applying   to  Cromwell  for    preferment   as 

*  he  had  been  promifed,  was  told  that  he  had  not  dealt 
4  like  a  chriftian  w\t\\Joyce :  he  thereupon  replying,  he 
4  had  done  nothing  but  what  he  had  been  commanded 

(x)  Hariei-    *  by  him,  was  thruft  out  of  his  chamber  by  Cromwell^ 

an  Mifcel-    c  ancj  ^ad  g0  as  a  knave  as  he  was  (*).' 

vaC  '  I  will  add  a  relation  or  two  from  Ludlow,  who  knew 

the  man,  and  has  drawn  his  character,  in  fome  things, 
with  great  exaclnefs.  Speaking  concerning  Fairfax's 
declining  to  command  the  army  againft  the  Scots,  who 
were  about  to  invade  England  in  behalf  of  the  title  of 
Cba-lesll.  he  goes  on  in  the  following  manner:  *  Up- 
4  on  this  lieutenant  general  Cromwell  prefTed,  that  n  ;t- 

*  withftanding  the  unwillingnefs  of  the  Lord  Fairfax 
'  to  command  upon  this  occafion,  they  would  vet  con- 
4  tinue  him    to   be  general  of  the  army  ;  profeiling  for 

*  himfelf,  that  he  would  rather  chufe  to  ferve  under  him 

4  in 
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been  fuccefsful,  the  war  was  like  to  continue : 

this 


E  in  his  poft,  than  to  command  the  greater!  army  in 
'  Europe.  But  the  council  of  (late  not  approving  that 
advice,  appointed  a  committee  of  fome  of  themfelves 
to  confer  farther  with  the  general  in  order  to  his  fatif- 
fac"Hon.  This  committee  was  appointed  upon  the 
motion  of  the  lieutenant  general,  who  ac~ted  his  part 
fo  to  the  life,  that  I  really  thought  him  in  eameft  ; 
which  obliged  me  to  ftep  to  him  as  he  was  withdraw- 
ing with  the  reft  of  the  committee  out  of  the  council 
chamber,  and  to  defire  him3  that  he  would  not  in 
compliment  and  humility  obftruir  the  fervice  of  the 
nation  by  his  refufal  ;  but  the  confequence  made  it 
fufficiently  evident  that  he  had  no  fuch  intention. 
The  committee  having  fpent  fome  time  in  debate  with 
the  Lord  Fairfax  without  any  fuccefs,  returned  to  the 
council  of  irate,  whereupon  they  ordered  the  report 
of  this  affair  to  be  made  to  the  parliament.  Which 
being  done,  and  fome  of  the  general's  friends  inform- 
ing them,  that  though  he  had  mewed  fome  unwi!- 
lingnefs  to  be  employed  in  this  expedition  himfeif, 
4  yet  being  more  unwilling  to  hinder  the  undertaking  of 
f  it  by  another,  he  had  fent  his  fecretary,  who  attended 
'  at  the  door,  to  furrender  his  commiffion,  if  they 
c  thought  fit  to  receive  it;  the  fecretary  was  called  in, 

*  and  delivered  the  commiflion,  which  the  parliament 
4  having  received,  they  proceeded  to  fettle  an  annuai 
c  revenue  of  five  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  Lord  Fair- 
c  fax,  in  confideraticn  of  his  former  fervices,  and  then 
'  voted  lieutenant  general  Cromwll  to  be  captain  gene- 
6  ral  of  all  their    land  forces,    ordering    a   commiflion 

*  forthwith  to  be  drawn  up  to  that  effect,  and  referred 
'  to  the  council  of  ftate  to  haften  the  preparations  for 

*  the  northern  expedition.     A  little  after  as  I  fat  in  the 

*  houfe,  near  general  Cromwell,  he  told  me,  that  hav- 
4  ing  obferved  an  alteration  in  my  looks  and  carriage 
c  towards  him,  he  apprehended  that  I  entertained  fome 
c  fufpicions   of  him  j  and  that  being   perfwaded  of  the 

H  3  <  ten- 
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this  was  oecafioned  partly  by  the  ftrength'of 

the 


c  tendency  of  the  defigns  of  us  both  to  the  advance-^ 
6  merit  of  the  publick  fervice,  he  defired  that  a  meet- 
6  ing  might  he  appointed,  wherein  with  freedom  we 
6  might  discover  the  grounds  of  our  miflakes  and  mif- 
c  apprehenfions,  and   create    a    good  underftanding  be*- 

*  tween  us  for  the  future.  I  anfwered,  that  he  difcover- 
'  ed  in  me  what  I  had  never  perceived  in  myfelf;  and 
4  that  if  i  troubled  him  not  fa  frequently  as  formerly, 
4  it  was  either  becaufe  I  was  confcious  of  that  weight 
6  cf  bufinefs  that  lay  upon  him,  or  that  I  had  nothing 
fi  to  importune  him  withal  upon  my  own  or  any  other 
f  account  j  yet firice  he  was  pleafed  to  do  me  the  honor 
6  to  defne  a  free  conversation  with  me,  I  allured  birn 
i  of  my  readinefs  therein.     Whereupon  we  refolved  to 

*  meet  that  afternoon  in  the  council  of  flate,  and  from 
6  thence  to  withdraw  to  a  private  room,  which  we  did 
4  accordingly  in  the  Queen's  guard-chamber,  where  he 
£  endeavoured  to  perfwade  me  of  the  neceffity  incum- 
•*  bent  upon  him  to  do  feveral  things  that  appeared  ex- 

*  traordinary   in   the  judgment   of  fome  men,  who  in 

*  oppofition  to  him  took  fuch  courfes  as  would  bring 
4  ruin  upon   themfelves,  as  well  as  him  and  the  publick 

*  caufe,  affirming  his  intentions  to  be  directed  entirely 
1  to  the  good  of  the  people,  and  "profeffing  his  read \~ 
4  nefs  to  facrifice  his  life  in   their  fervice.     I  freely  ac- 

*  knowledged  my  former  difTatisfaclion  with  him  and 
4  the  reft  of  the  army,  when  they  were  in  treaty  with  the 
4  King,  whom  I  looked  upon  as  the  only  obftruclion  to 

*  the  fettlement  of  the  nation  ;  and  with  their  actions 
4  at  the  rendevouz  at  Ware,  where  they  (hot  a  foldier 
f  to  death,  and   imprifoned   divers  others  upon  the  ac- 

*  count  of  that  treaty,  which  I  conceived  to  have  been 
4  done  without  authority,  and  for  finifler  ends.  Yet 
4  fince  they   had    manifefted    themfelves    convinced    of 

'*  thofe  errors,  and  declared  their  adherence  to  the  ccm- 
4  monwealth,  tho'~  too  partial  a   hand  was  carried  both 

*  by  the  parliament  and  themfelves,  in  the  diftribution 

'  of 
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the  Kings  partly  by  the  divifions   in   parlia- 
ment, 


of  preferments  and  gratuities,  and  too  much  feverity 
exercifed  againft  fome  who  had  formerly  been  their 
friends,  and  as  I  hoped  would  be  fo  ftill,  with  other 
things  that  I  could  not  entirely  approve,  I  was  con- 
tented patiently  to  wait  for  the  accomplishment  of 
thofe  good  things  which  I  expected,  till  they  had 
overcome  the  difficulties  they  now  laboured  under, 
and  fupprefTed  their  enemies  that  appeared  both  abroad 
and  at  home  againft  them  ;  hoping  that-  then  their 
principles  and  intereft  fhould  lead  them  to  do  what  was 
moll  agreeable  to  the  conftitution  of  a  commonwealth, 
and  the  good  pf  mankind.  He  owned  my  dilTatif- 
faction  with  the  army  whilft  they  were  in  treaty  with 
the  King,  to  be  founded  upon  good  reafons,  and  ex~ 
cufed  the  execution  done  upon  the  foldier  at  the  ren- 
devouz,  as  abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep  things  from 
falling  into  confufion;  which  muft  have  enfued  upon 
that  divifion,  if  it  had  not  been  timely  prevented. 
He  profefTed  to  defire  nothing  more  than  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nation  might  be  fettled  in  a  free  and 
equal  commonwealth,  acknowledging  that  there  was 
no  other  probable  means  to  keep  out  the  old  family 
and  government  from  returning  upon  us;  declaring 
that  he  looked  upon  the  defign  of  the  Lord  in  this 
day  to  be  the  freeing  of  his  people  from  every  bur- 
den, and  that  he  was  now  accompifhing  what  was 
prophefied  in  the  uoth  Pfalm ;  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  which  he  was  often  encouraged  to  attend  the 
effecting  thofe  ends,  fpending  at  lead  an  hour  in  the  (y)  LucHow, 

£  expofition  of  that  Pfalm  [y):* Cromivell  mud  have  voi*  '"  p" 

had  a  peculiar  knack  at  diffimulation,  when  he  was  ca- 
pable of  thus  impofing  on  Ludlow^  who  had  many  times 
before  found  himfelf  deceived  by  him  !  And  he  muft 
have  been  a  mafter  in  this  art,  who  could  ftill  deceive, 
and  ftill  find  means  to  be  trufted  by  the  fame  perfons  : 
as  trufted  he  was  by  the  republican  party,  and  many 
other  honeft  men,  till  he  broke  through  all  forms,  and 

H  4  boldly 
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merit,  and    among  ihe  commanders  of  their 

armies  $ 


boldly  feized  the  fovereignty.  The  arts  made  ufe  of  to 
bring  this  about,  will  tend  to  heighten  our  idea  of  his 
capacity  in  this  refpecl,  and  fhew  him  in  his  true  co- 
lours.    '  Though  . ■  he  eagerly   coveted    his  own 

'  advancement,  he  thought  it  not  convenient  yet  to  un- 
'  mafk  himfelf;  but  rather  to  make  higher  pretences  to 
'   honefly,    than   ever  he  had  done   before,  thereby   to 

*  engage  major    general  Harrifori,    colonel   Rich,    and 

*  their  party  to  himfelf.     To  this  end  he  took  all  occa- 

*  fions  in  their  presence  to  afperfe  the  parliament,  as  not 

*  defigning  to  do  thofe  good  things   they  pretended  to  ; 

*  but  rather  intending  to  fupport  the  corrupt  interefts  of 
4  the  clergy  and  lawyers.     And  though  he  was  convinc- 

*  ed  they  were  haiining  with  al!  expedition  to  put  a 
'  period  to  their  fitting,  having  pafled  a  vote  that  they 
'  would  do  it  within  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  that  they 

*  were  making  all  poffible  preparations  in  order  to  it ; 
'  yet   did  he  induflrioufly  pubrrfh,  that  they   were  fo  in 

*  love  with  their  feats,  that  they  would  ufe  all  means  to 

*  perpetuate  themfelves.     Thefe  and  other  calumnies,  he 

*  had  with  fo  much  art  infmuated  into  the  belief  of  ma- 
'  ny  honeft  and  well-meaning  people,  that  they  began 
'  to  wiffi  him  profperity  in   his  undertaking.     Divers  of 

*  the  clergy  from  their  pulpits  began  to  prophecy  the  de- 
6   ilruclion  of  the  parliament,  and  to  propofe   it  openly 

*  as  a  thing  deferable.  Infomuch  that  the  general,  who 
f  had  all  along  concurred  with  this  fpirit  in  them,  hy- 

*  politically  complained  to  quarter-mafler  Vernon^  that 

*  he  was  pufhed  on  by  two  parties  to  do   that,  the  con- 

*  fideration  of  the  i/Tue  whereof,  made  his  hair  to  ftand 
f  an  end.     One   of  thefe,  faid  he,  is  headed  by  major 

*  general  Lambert,  who    in  revenge   of  that   injury  the 

*  parliament  did  him,   in  not  permitting  him  to  go  into 

*  Ireland  with  a  character  and    conditions  fuitable  to  his 

*  merit,  will  be  contented   with  nothing  lefs  than  their 

*  diflblut'on:  of  the  other  major  general  Hurrijon  is 
$  the  chief,  who    is   an  honefl:  man,  and  aims   at  good 

*  things^ 
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armies  5    and   probably    alfo  by  a  defire   of 


ter- 


6  things,  yet  from  the  impatience  of  his  fpirit  will  not 
c  wait  the  Lord's  leizure,  but  hurries  me  on  to  do  that 

*  which  he  and  all  honeft  men  will  have  caufe  to  re- 
i  pent.  Thus,  adds  Ludlow,  did  he  craftily  feel  the 
c  pulfe  of  men  towards  this  work,  endeavouring  to  cafl 
'  the    infamy  of  it  on   others,  referving  to  himfelf  the 

*  appearance  of  tendernefs  to  civil  and  religious  liberty, 

{*  and  of  fkreening  the  nation  from  the  fury  of  the  par-  (z)  Lodlow, 

*  ties  before  mentioned  (%),'     I   have  given  thefe  paffa-  ,,l   * 
ges  at  length,  to  fhew  fully  Cromwell's  deep  diffimula- 
tion.     The  reader  may  poffibly  be  apt  to  afk,  how  thefe 
things  were  reconcileable  with  any  real  fenfe  of  religion, 

or  common  honefty  and  fair  dealing?  The  anfwer  is, 
that  enthufiafm,  to  which  Cromwell  was  fubje<5r,  as  I 
have  made  appear,  is  a  very  variable  thing  ;  it  admits 
of  much  devotion  and  many  crimes.  Men  who  think 
themfe!ves  under  the  fpecial  and  extraordinary  influence 
of  the  Deity,  attribute  to  him  their  feelings,  fentiments 
and  defires,  and  whatever  proceeds  from  him,  muft  be 
wife,  juft  and  good.  And  we  are  aiTured  alfo,  that 
4  Cromwell  and    his  adherents  believed  that  there  were 

*  great  occafions,  in  which  fome  men   were  called  to 

*  great  fervices,  in  the  doing  of  which  they  were  ex- 

*  cufed  from  the  common  rules  of  morality:  fuch  were 
c  the   praclices    of  Ehud  and  JaeJ^  Sam/on  and  David : 

c  and   by  this  they  fancied   they  had   a  priviledge  from     . 

6  obferving  the  (landing  rules  {a).' Befides,  we  are  ^,1.  i.^68. 

to  confider  Oliver^  as  a  politician,  as  a  great  man  '  who 

*  muft  be  mafter  of  much  artifice  and  knavery,  his  fi- 
c  tuation  requiring  him  to  employ,  and  to  be  employed 

*  by   fo  many  knaves  ;  yet  he  muft  have  fome  honefty,  (&■)  Nature 

f  or  thofe  very  knaves  will  be  unwilling  to  truft  him  {b)?  and  Origin  of 
And  'tis  not  improbable  Cromwell  had  learnt  from  Ma-  j^oXond." 
chiavel,  whom  he  is  by  fome  faid  to  have  been  well  read  1758. 
in,  *  that  men  60  feldom  or  never  advance  themfelves 
6  from    a  fmall    beginning  to  any  great  height,  but  by 
f  fraud  or  by  force  (unlcfs  they  come  to  it  by  donation, 

4  or 
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terminating  the  war  rather  by  treaty  than 
the  fword. — But   things   foon  took   a  very 

dif- 

*  or  right  ofinheritance. )  I  do  not  think,  adds  he,  any 
c  inftance  is  to  be  found  where  force  alone  brought  any 

*  man  to  that  grandeur,  but  fraud  and  artifice  have  done 

*  it  many  times,  as  is  clear  in  the  lives  of  Philip  of  Ma- 

*  cedon,  Agatbocles  the  Sicilian,  and  feveral  others,  who 
(c)  Dlfcour-  €  from  mean  and  inconfiderable  extraction,  came  at 
jes  on  Livy,  c  length  to  be  Kings  (c) .'  Accordingly  the  writers  on 
b.2c3i3.     politics  obferve,  *  that  in  the  tranfacling  of  great  affairs, 

*  the  rules  of  morality  admit  of  fome  relaxation;  this 

*  is   to   be  lamented,    but  not  to  be   helped.     Such  fre- 

*  quently  are  the  exigencies  of  a  flate,  and  fuch  always 
'  the   crookednefs  and    depravity  of  the  heart   of  man,, 

*  that  were  you  to  deal  openly,  to  tell  all  that  you  mean, 
6  all  that  you  know,  and  all  that  you  aim  at,  you  wbuld 
c  expofe  your  country  to  ruin,  and  yourfelf  to  fcorn, 
c  perhaps  to    the  block.     The  mod  that  can  be  done  is 

*  to  fave  appearances,  and  be  wary  of  what  expreffions 
(^Gordon's  c  21  e  u^  i  fQr->  upon  thefe  occafions,  and  many  others, 

Difcourfes     6  men  are  not  to  be  upbraided  for  their  filence  {d).'- 

on  Tacitus,  jT)f  So!isf  fpeaking  of  the  charge  of  horrible  inhumanity 
329.  1*21110.  brought  againft  the  Spaniards,  fays  by  way  of  reply, 
Lond.  1753.  '  We  are  not  ignorant,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  Indies, 

actions  have  been  feen  worthy  of  reprehenfion,  in- 
deed contrary  bjth  to  piety  and  reafon;  but  in  what 
juft  and  holy  undertaking,  has  it  not  been  neceffary 
to'pafs  by  fome  inconveniences  (e).'  Thus,  according 
of  Mexico,  to  thefe  writers,  truth  cannot  be  adhered  to,  at  all 
x0  •'•P-349-  times  ;  piety    and    reafon   muit    be  counteracted;    and 

gvo.  Lond.        .  '   fL.     '        .    ■  r     ,  ,  ., 

1738.  the  neceffity  or  importance  or  the  end,  render  the  means, 

be  they  what  they  may,  juftifiable !  For  my  own  part,  I 
will  not  defend  this  reafoning.  6  Truth'  is  a  fweet 
'  thing,'  faid   fome  of  the    antients:     and   every   goud 

man  is  of  the  fame  fentiment; ~4  Explica  atque  ex- 

c  cute  intelligentiaro    tuam,    ut  videas3  quae   fit    in   ea 

c  fpecies,    forma,    h  notio   viri   boni.     Cadit    ergo    in 

'  virum   bonum   mentiri  emolument!  fui   caufa,  crirni- 

%  *  nari 


(^)Hiftoryof 
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different  turn.  The  felf-denying  ordinance 
(w)  which  palled  the  houfe  of  lords,  April 

5> 

*  nari  prseripere,  fallere  ?  Nihil  profecto  minus.  Eft 
c  ergo  ulla  res  tanti,  aut  commodum  ullum  tam  expe- 
6  tendum,  ut  viri  boni  &  fplendorem,  &  nomen  amit- 
'  tas  ?  Quid  eft,  quod  afferre  tantum  utilitas  ifta,  quae 
6  dicitur,  poffit,    quantum  auferre,  ii  boni  viri  nomen 

*  eripueri-t,  fidem  juftitiamque   detraxerit  ?  Quid  enim 

4  intereft,  utrum  ex  homine  fe  quis  conferat  in  belluam,  (/)  Cicero 
c   an  in  hominis  figura  immanitatem  gerat  belluse  (_/*).'  Je,°??ls* 
/.  e.  Revolve  and  carefully  examine  your  understanding,  fe&f  %'Qtt 
in  order  to  fee  what  notion,  idea,  or  reprefentation  of 
a  good  man  you  find  there.     Is  it  confiftent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  fuch  a  perfon  to  lie  for  his  own  advantage  ;  to 
calumniate,    fupplant    and    cheat  ?     Certainly,     by  no 
means.     Is  there  any  thing  then  fo  valuable,  or  any  pro- 
fit fo  defirable,  as  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  ho- 
nour and  reputation  in   a  man  of  probity  ?     Can  that, 
which  we  call   profit,  if  it  robs  us  of  honour,  juftice,. 
and  the  character  of  a  good  man,  give  us  any  thing  fo 
valuable  in  their  ftead  ?      For  where,  pray,  is  the  diffe- 
rence whether  one  be  actually  transformed  from  a  man 
into  a  brute  ;  or,  under  the   external    figure    of  a  man, 

carry    with  him   all   the   ferocity   of    the   brute? 

I  will  add  no  more  on  this  fubject,  after  I  have  obferved, 
that  fome  perfons  will  be  apt  to  make  allowances  for 
the  craft,  diflimulation  and  hypocrify  of  Cromwell^  from 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  perfons  he  had  to 
deal  with  :  times  of  trouble,  confufion  and  difficulty, 
and  perfons  who,  for  the  moll  part,  were  as  little  flaves 
to  their  words  ashimfelf.  James  1.  Charles  1.  Charles 
II.  and  Moncke,  to  fay  nothing  of  a  variety  of  others, 
acted  the  fame  part  (but  with  lefs  art,  and  worfe  grace) 
as  he,  though  their  praifes  have  been  high  founded  by 
fuch  as  have  loaded  Cromwell  with  obloquy. 

(w)  The  Jelf-den)lng  ordinance,  &c]  This  ordinance 
was  a  thing  fo  fpecious  and  popular,  ancL  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  mifchievous  and  hurtful  to  the^ffairs   of  the 

par- 
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5,    1645,    enabling,    That    no    member   of 

either 

parliament,  that  it  deferves  a  very  particular  remem- 
brance. It  did  more  for  Crcmvjcll  than  he  could  almoft. 
have  formed  a  wifh  for  ;  namely,  the  depriving  his  ene- 
mies of  all  command,  whilft  he  himfelf,  by  a  very  par- 
ticular fortune,  obtained  the  higheft  power.  In  a  word3 
it  ruined  them,  and  advanced  him.  After  the  army 
under  Lord  EJJex  had  been  in  a  msnner  ruined  by  the 
King,  the  general  began  to  lofe  much  of  the  efteem 
and  reputation  he  had  till  then  pofieiTed.  He  was  by 
many  looked  on  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  they  were  fear- 
ful he  and  his  adherents  were  difpofed  to  make  terms 
with  the  King,  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  many 
who  had  eno-ao-ed  with  them.  In  fhort,  EfTex  and  his 
party  were  accufed  by  their  enemies  of  neglecting,  by 
vigorous   operations,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  of 

being  inclined  too  much  to  his    Majefty. s  There 

4  were  fome,  fays  JVbiilcck,  who  had  defigns  againfl 
4  EJ/ex,  and  were  defirous  to  remove  him  from  his 
4  command,  becaufe  they  were  jealous,  that  he  was  too 
4  much  inclined  to  peace,  ar.d  favouring  of  the  King 
4  and  his  party.  I  think,  I  knew  as  much  of  his  mind 
4  as  others  did,  and  always  obferved  him  to  wifh  for 
4  peace,  yet  not  upon  any  difhonourable  or  unjuft 
4  terms.  He  was  a  lover  of  monarchy  and  nobility, 
4  which  he  fufpected  fome  defigned  to  deftroy,  together 
4  with  gentry,  miniflry  and  magiftracy,  which  humour 
(g)   Memo  *  then   began  to   boil   up  j    but  he    refolved  to  fupport 

■wfaj  p.        4  them,  afid  wanted    not  advice   to   that  end  (g),' 

Ludlow,  who  was  engaged   in  the  oppofition  to   EJJex, 

will    exDlain   fomething;  more  of  this  matter. 4  The 

4  enemy,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  appeared  again 
4  in  a  body  near  Newbury^  where  our  army  lay,  who 
4  drew  cut  to  oppofe  them.  Some  fmall  fkirmifhes 
4  happened  between  them,  but  a  general  engagement 
4  was  oppofed  in  a  council  of  war  by  fome  of  the 
4  greateft  anions  us  :  whereupon  the  King,  in  the 
4  face  of  our  army,  twice  as  numerous  as  his,  had  time 

4  to 
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either    houfe,  daring   the   war,  (h.ould  exe- 


cute 


'  to  fend  his  artillery  from  Dennlngton-cajlle  towards 
'  Oxford^  without  any  oppofition,  to  the  aftonifhment 
c  of  all  thofe  who  wifhed  well  to  the  public.  But,  by 
c  this  time,  it  was  clearly  manifeff,  that  the  nobility 
'  had  no  further  quarrel  with  the  King,  than  'till  they 
y  could  make  their  terms  with  him,  having,  for  the 
e  moil  part,  grounded  their  diffatisfa£fions  upon  fome 
c  particular  affront,  or  the  prevalency  of  a  faction  a- 
c  bout  him.  But  though  it  ftiould  be  granted,  that 
c  their  intentions  in  taking  arms  were  to  oblige  the  King 
'  to  confent  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  nation, 
'  yet,  if  a  war  of  this  nature  muft  be  determined  by 
c  treaty,  and  the  King  left  in  the  exercife  of  the  royal 

*  authority,  after  the  utmoft  violation  of  the  laws,  and 
'  the  greateft  calamities  brought  upon  the  people,  it 
c  doth  not  appear  to  me  what  fecurity  can  be  given  to 
c  them  for  the  future  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  pri- 
'  vileges ;  nor  with  what  prudence  wife  men  can  engage 
'  with  the  parliament,  who  being,  by  practice  at  leaft, 

*  liable  to  be  diflblved  at  pleafure,  are  thereby  rendered 
c  unable  to  protect  themfelves,  or  fuch  as  take  up  arms 
\  under  their  authority,  if,  after  infinite  hardships  and 
c  hazards  of  their  lives  and  eftates,  they  muft  fall  under 
c  the  power  of  a  provoked  enemy,  who,  being  once  re- 
c  eftablifhed  in  his  former  authority,  will  never  want 
c  means  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  all  thofe,  who,  in 
'  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  adr 

'  venture  to   refift  him  in  his  illegal  and  arbitrary  pro-     '•  ^      . 

c  ceedings  (£).' Such  were  the  principles  which  dif-A.  ,«;..  ' 

pofed  many  at  that  time  to  wifh  for  an  alteration  of 
men  and  meafures ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  plainly,  to  put 
it  effectually  out  of  the  power  of  thofe,  who  wanted 
nut  inclination,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Kiny, 
on  terms  which   might  leave  him   in   pofTeffion  of  the 

regal  power. But  to  go  on.—4  On  the   ninth  of  Dt>~ 

1  ambe^,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred    and   forty-four,  the 

*  houfe  of  commons  having  refolved  themfelves   into  a 

4  grand 
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cute  or   enjoy  any   military  or  civil  office  $ 


as 


4  grand  committee,  to  confider  of  the  fad  condition  of 

*  the  kingdom,  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  there 
6  was  a  general  filence  for  a  good  fpace  of  time ;  many 

5  looking  upon  one  another,  to  fee  who  would  break 
4  the  ice,  and  fpeak  firfl  in  To  tender  and  fharp  a  point : 
4  amongft  whom  Oliver  Cromwell  flood  up,  and  fpake, 

*  briefly^  to  this  effect  5  That  it  was  now  a  time  to 
4  fpeak,  or  for  ever  to  hold  the  tongue,  the  important 
4  occafion  being  no  lefs  than  to  fave  a  nation  out  of  a 

*  bleeding,  nay,  almofl  dying,  condition,  which  the 
4  long  continuance  of  the  war  had  already  brought  it 

*  into ;  fo  that  without  a  more  fpeedy,  vigorous,  and 
4  effectual  profecution  of  the  war,  cafting  off  all  linger- 
4  ing  proceedings,  like  foldiers  of  fortune  beyond  fea, 
c  to  fpin  out  a  war,  we  (hall  make  the  kingdom  weary 
4  of  us,  and  hate  the  name  of  a  parliament :  for  what 
4  do  the  enemy  fay  ?  nay,  what  do  many  fay*  that  were 
4  friends  at  the  beginning  of  the  parliament?  even  this3 
4  That    the  members    of  both   houfes    have  got  great 

*  places  and  commands,  and  the  fword  into  their  hands  j 
4  and  what  by  intereft  in  parliament,  and  what  by  power 
4  in  the  army,  will  perpetually  continue  themfelves  in 
4  grandeur,  and  not  permit  the  war  fpeedily  to  end,  left 
s  their  own  power  fhould  determine  with  it.     This  I 

6  fpeak  here  to  our  own  faces  ;  it  is  but  what  others 
4  do  utter  abroad  behind  our  backs.     I  am  far  from  re- 

*  fleeting  on  any ;    I  know   the  worth   of  thofe   com- 

*  manders,    members   of  both  houfes,   who  are  yet  iri 

*  power  ;  but  if  I  may  fpeak  my  confeience,  without 
4  reflection  upon  any,  I  do  conceive,  if  the  army  be 
4  not  put  into  another  method,  and  the  war  more  vigo- 
4  roufly  profecuted,  the  people  can  bear  the  war  no 
4  longer,  and  will  enforce  you  to  a  difhonourable  peace  : 
6  but  this  I  Would  recommend  to  your  prudence,  not 
6  to  infifl  upon  any  complaint  or  overfsght  of  any 
4  commander  in  chief,  upon   any  occafion  whatfoever  5 

*  for,    as   I   mull  acknowledge  myfelf  guilty  of  over- 

«  fight*, 
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as    it   obliged   Efex,    NLanchejler,    Denbigh, 

War** 


€  lights,  (o  I  know  they  can   be  rarely  avoided    In  milU 

'  tary  afFairs  :    therefore,  waving   a   ttruSt    inquiry    into 

*  the  caufes  of  thefe  things,  let  us  apply  ourfeives  to 
6  the  remedy  which  is  moft  necefiary  ;  and,  I  hope,  we 

*  have- fuch   true  Engilfo  hearts,  and  zealous  affections 

5  towards  the  genera!  weal  of  our  mother  country,  as 
4  no  members  of  either  houfe  will  fcruple  to  dsny  them- 

*  felves,  and  their  own  private- intereib,  for  the  public 

6  good  :     nor    account  it    to    be    a  dishonour  done  to  ,.,  „  ,. 

.  (t)  Pari  12- 

c  to  them,  whatever  the  parliament  (hall   refolve  upon  mentaryHif- 

*  in  this  weighty  matter  (/).'— — What  the  confequencetory,  vol. 
of  this  was   will  appear  by   the  following   vote  in  the  XU1,  ft  375» 
journal   of  the   day  above-mentioned.     '  Refolved,  &c. 

'  That,  during  the  time   of  this   war,  no  member  of 

*  either  houfe  mall  have,  or  execute,  any  office  or  com- 
'  mand,  military  or  civil,  granted  or  conferred  by  both 

*  or  either  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  or  any  autho- 

*  rity  derived  from  both  or  either  of  the  houfes :  and 
c  that  an  ordinance  be  brought  in  accordingly.'  Mr. 
Sollicitor  [5/.  John"]  Mr.  Recorder  [Glyn]  Mr.  Crewe9 
Mr.  Pierpcint,  Mr.  Maynard,  Mr.  Reynolds ,  Mr.  Ellis  y 
Mr.  Lifle>  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  ant 
ordinance  to   the  purport  of  this  vote ;  and  likewife  for 

the  continuing  of  fuch  officers  in  their  places  as  are  no       '   • 
members  of  either   houfe,  until  the  houfes  take  further 
order;  and  to  bring  in   fuch  claufes,  as  they  (hall  think 
fit,  for  the  perfecting  of  this  vote. — In  the  journal  of  the 
nth    of  December^  we   find   it   'refolved,    &c.  That   si 

*  faff,  ihall  be  appointed  for  this  houfe  to  obferve  on  IVed- 
6  nefdaynext,  to  humble  themfelves  for  their  particular  and 
6  parliamentary  fins  and  failings,  whereby  they  may  hope 

*  to  obtain  God's  blefling  in  a  better  meafure  upon 
'  their  endeavours  for  the  future.'  On  the  next  day 
the  lords  agreed  to  the  fad,  to  the  day,  and  to  the  per- 
fons.  Thefe  weveMv.  Afar/hal,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Oladlah 
Sedgwick.  On  this  day  alio  it  was  ordered  by  the  com- 
mons, that  the  ordinance,  for  difenabling  the  members 

to 
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Warwick)    and  ,  other   chief  officers,    to  tif 

down 


to  execute  any  office,  fhould  be  taken  into   confedera- 
tion, and    read  the  fecond    time  on  the   next   Saturday 
peremptorily.     Accordingly  it  was  then  taken  into  con- 
fideration,    committed    to   a   committee    of  the    whole 
houfe,  and  adjourned  to   the  Thurfday  following.     The 
fad  accordingly  was  held   before  both  hd'ufes,  *md  the 
(ft)  Vol.  iv.  preachers,  if  we  believe  Lord   Clarendon,  played    their 
P- 565«         parts  to,  admiration  (£).     On    the   nineteenth    the  or- 
dinance pafled  the  houfe  of  commons  (after  having  re- 
jected the  national  covenant  as  a  teft:  for  thofe  who  held 
or  executed   any  office,    as  they    had    a  claufe   before 
in    favour   of  Lord  Ejjex)  and    it    was    ordered  to  be 
,,.   *        ,  fent  to  the  lords,    for    their  concurrence  ;    and  that  all 

it)    Journals  >■  .        >    . 

of  the  houfe  the  members  or  the  houie  do  go  up  with  this  oroinance 
of  com-  to  the  lords  (/).  From  this  fhort  account  of  the  pro- 
snons,  grecs  0f  t^e  i^jij  through  the  houfe  of  commons,  which 

i  have  compiled  from  the  journals  of  that  houfe,  appears 
how  abfurdly  Lord  Clarendon  has  put  into  a  fpeech  ,• 
pretended  by  him  to  be  made  by  Cromwell,  the  day  af- 
ter the  fall,  a  defire,  <  that  an  ordinance  might  be  pre- 
pared, by  which  it  might  be  unlawful,  for  any  member 
of  either  houfe  of  parliament,  to  hold  any  office  or 
(m)  Vol.  iv.  command  in  the  army,  or  any  place  or  employment  in 
p.  567.  the  ftate  (m) :'  for  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  ordinance 
was  ordered  in  the  ninth  of  December  ;  that  it  had  been 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  the  Satur- 
day following,  and  aclu  ally  pafled  thereon  the  nineteenth 
of  that  month,  the  day  after  the  fafl ;  and*  therefore, 
could  not  be  defired  at  that  time  to  be  brought  in  by 
■Cromwell.  Chronological  tables,  duly  confuited,  wou'd 
have  prevented  his  lordmip  from  falling  into  many  a 
blunder.  But  the  truth  is,  his  account  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  matter  in  the  pulpit  and  the  fenate,  feems, 
for  the  moft  part,  invention,  at  which  his  Lordmip  had 

a  very  happy  talent.- 1  have  given  Cromwell's  fpeech 

above  in   behalf  of  this  ordinance.     I    will  add  to  it  a 
fpeech  of  Mr.   Whhlock9s>  as  containing,  for  the  moft 

part> 
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down  their  commands  in   the  army  (which 

was 


part,,  the  chief  arguments  alledged  by  the  oppofite  par- 
ties in  the  houfe,  on  this  memorable  occafion.  l  Mr. 
4  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  that  number  of  your  fervants, 
4  who  have  no  office  or  employment,  but  fuch  as  you 
4  are  now  about  to  except  out  of  this  ordinance,  nor 
'  have  ambition  for  any,  and  therefore  may  the  more 
6  freely  and  indifferently,  yet  with  all  fubmiffion,  hum- 
4  bly  offer  my  reafons  againilit;  as  that  which,  I  ap- 
6  prehend,  may  prove  prejudicial  to  your  fervice.  It 
hath  been  objected,  that  your  houfe,  and  the  houfe  of 
lords,  is  thin  and  empty,  and  you  the  lefs  eiteemed, 
havincr  fo  few  members  here,  many  of  them  being 
employed  in  offices,  that  they  cannot  attend  the 
houfes  ;  but  that,  by  this  ordinance,  they  will  be  at 
leifure  and  liberty  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  parlia- 
ment here,  and  the  houfes  be  much  fuller  than  now 
they  are.  I  confefs,  Sir,  this  is  fit  to  be  remedied  ; 
but,  I  apprehend,  you  have  a  fitter  way,  than  by  this 
ordinance,  to  do  it;  that  is  by  ifluing  out  new  writs 
for  electing  new  members  in  the  places  of  thofe  who 
are  dead,  or  expelled,  and  this  will  fatisfy  the  objec- 
tion, and  engage  divers  of  intereft  and  quality  the 
more  immediately  in  your  fervice  ;  whereas  this  ordi- 
nance will  difcontent  many,  and  the  houfes  will  be 
but  little  the  fuller  by  the  paffing  of  it,  Another 
objection  is,  that,  if  this  ordinance  do  not  pafs,  the 
treaty  for  peace  will  not  fo  well  proceed,  and  the  par- 
ticular interefts  of  members  of  parliament  may  retard 
the  fame  ;  but  will  be  all  taken  away  by  this  ordi- 
nance. 1  am  to  feek  how  this  can  be  materially  ob- 
jected, when  I  fuppofe.  whether  this  ordinance  pafs 
or  not,  yet  you  intend  members  of  parliament  only 
to  be  your  commiffioners  for  that  treaty  ;  and,  in  cafe 
fome  of  them  be  officers,  they  will  the  better  under- 
ftand  your  bufineffes,  on  which  the  treaty  will  be 
grounded.  Another  objection  is,  that,  unlefs  this  or- 
dinance pafs,  the  great  work  intended  of  new  mo- 

J  •  .delling 
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was   put   under  the  direction  of  Sir  'Thomas 

Fair- 


4  delling  your  armies,  will  not  fo  well  be  carried  on  ; 

*  for  that,  by  putting  all  out,  there  will  remain  no 
6  exception.     I    mould    rather    have  argued,    that,  by 

*  putting  out  all  members  out  of  their  employment, 
c  the  exception  and  difcontent  would  be  the  more  ge- 
f  neral ;  and,  by   leaving  them    {till   in   their    employ- 

*  merits,  there  would  be  the  lefs  competition  and  iblli- 

*  citation  for  new  officers  in  their  rooms.     Another  ob- 

*  je£iion  or  argument  is,  that  the  members  of  parlia- 
c  ment,  who  are  officers,  being  of  equal  power  in  par- 
6  liament,  will  not  be  fo  obedient  to  your  commands 
'  as  others  who  have  fmaller  interefis,  and  would  not  fo 
'  much  difpute  one  with  another.  Surely,  Sir,  thofe 
'  whofe  intereft  is  the  fame  with  yours,  have  the  more 
'  reafon  to  obey  your  commands  than  ethers,  and  havis 

*  more  to  hazard  by  difobedience  than  others  can  have  ; 

4  and,  in   your  commands,  all  your   members   are  in*- 

*  volved,  and  it  were  ftrange  if  they  fhould  be  back- 
6  ward  to  obey  their  own  ordtrs.     Nor  will  the  con- 

*  tells  be  fo  frequent  and  high,  between  them  and  other 
c  officers,  as  it  will  be  between  thofe  who  will  be  of  a 
6  more  equal  condition.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  you 
'  confider  the  ineonveniencies  if  this  ordinance   do   not 

5  pafs,  fo  you  will  be  pleafed  to  confider  the  inconve- 

6  niencies  if  it  do  pafs.     You   will    lay  afide   as  brave 

*  men,  and  who   havdt  ferved  you  with  as    much  cou- 

*  rape,  wifd^m,  faithfulnefs   and   fuccefs,  as   ever  men 

*  ferved  their  country.  Our  noble  general,  the  Earls  of 
s  Denbigh,   Warwick,  Mcmche.fl.er ;    the   Lords  Roberts, 

*  Willoughbyi  and   other  Lords  in   your  armies,  befides 

*  thofe  in  civil  offices  not  excepted  ;  and  of  your  own 

*  members  the  Lord  Grey,  Lord  Fairfax,  Sir  William 
'  IValler,  lieutenant-general  C-omwell,  Mr.  Hollis,  Sir 
6  Philip  Stapylton,  Sir   William  Br  erf  ton,  Sir  John  Mey- 

.«  rick,  and  many  others   muft  be  laid  afide,  if  you  pafs 

*  this  ordinance.  And  I  am  to  feek,  and,  I  doubt,  fo 
'  wi  1  they  be,  to  whom  you  (hall   refer  the  new  mo- 

'  delling 
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Fairfax)  Cromwell  feemed  neceffitated  to  re- 

fign 

a 

c  delling  of  your  armies,  where  to  find  officers  thatfhall 
excel,  if  equal  to  thefe.  If  your  judgments  are,  that, 
for  the  public  fervice,  it  will  be  expedient  to  remove 
any  of  them  from  their  commands,  let  the  fame  (if 
you  pleafe)  be  plainly  made  known  to  them  from 
you.  Let  them  have  what  they  deferve,  your  thanks 
for  their  former  good  fervices,  and  they  will  not  be 
offended,  that  you,  having  no  more  work  for  them, 
do  lay  them  a  fide  with  honour.  But  to  do  a  bufinefs 
of  this  nature  (as  hath  been  well  faid)  by  a  fide  wind, 
is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  not  (o  becoming  your  ho- 
nour and  wifdom,  as  plainnefs  and  gravity,  which 
are  ornaments  to  your  actions.  I  (hall  conclude  with 
the  example  of  the  Grecians  and  Romans,  amongft 
whom,  Sir,  you  know,  that  the  greater!  offices,  both 
of  war  and  peace,  were  conferred  upon  their  fenators  5 
and  their  reafons  were,  becaufe  they  having  greater 
interefh  than  others,  were  the  more  capable  to  do 
them  the  greateft  fervice.  And,  having  the  fame  in- 
tereft  with  the  fenate,  and  prefent  at  their  debates, 
they  underftood  ijbeir  bufinefs  the  better,  and  were 
lefs  apt  to  break  tnat  truft,  which  fo  nearly  concerned 
their  private  interefls,  which  was  involved  with  the 
publick  ;  and  the  better  they  underflood  their  bufinefsj, 
the  better  fervice  might  be  expeiled  from  them.  Sir, 
I  humbly  fubmit  the  application  to  your  judgment ; 
your  anceftors  did  the  fame  ;  they  thought  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament  fitteft  to  be  employed  in  the  greateft 
offices  :  I  hope  you  will  be  of  the  fame  judgment,  and 
not  at  this  tirnepafs  this  ordinance-,  and  thereby  todif 

courage  your  faithful  fervants  (#).' This  fpeech  y"a!?  iemo" 

ad    no    effedt   in   the   houfe    of  commons. Jn   the  119. 

oufe  of  lords,  however,  the    ordinance   went  on   very 

eavily,  c  which    occafioned   the   commons  to    fend  fe- 

veral  meiTages  up   to  de.fire   the   lords  to  expedite  this 

ordinance  ;   which  being   read  by  them  twice,  a  con* 

ferencc  was  defired  with  the  commons  about  it,     And, 

I   2  •  in 
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fign   his    commiflioh  alfo :  ,  but,   by   a  for- 


tune 


4  in  this  conference,-  'January  7th,  the  Speaker  of  the 
'  lords  was  ordered  to  deliver  their  reafons  againft  paf- 
6  fing  it.     Among  others,  it  was    alledged,  that  "  the 

*  putting  every  member  of  either  houfe  of  parliament 
6  into  an  incapacity  of  holding  military  or  civil  offices, 

*  during  this  war,  may  be  of  very  dangerous  confe- 
6  quence ;  becaufe,  how  emergent   foever  the  occaflon 

*  may  be,  it  cannot  be  altered  without  deferring  of  a 

*  pofitive  rule  impofed  upon  themfelvcs  \  yet,  that  the 
4  world,  with  their  own  confciences,  may  bear  witnefs, 
4  that  they  are  as  willing  as  any  others  to  facrifice,  not 

*  only  their  places  and  offices,  but  all  that  is  deareft  to 

*  them,    for    the  good   of  religion    and   the  kingdom  ; 

*  they  are  willing  that  all  places,  civil  and  military,  fhall 
'  be  difpofed  of  as  both  houfes  of  parliament  fhall  judge 

*  may  contribute  moft  for  the  good  of  the  public,  any 
'  crime  or  juft  exception  being  given  againft  fuch  as  are 
c  now  intruded  with  offices  or  commands  ;  but  that  they 
6  can  in  no  wife   put  an  incapacity  on  themfelves,  and 

*  be  made  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any  free  fubjedfc." 

*  After  this  they  obferved,  "  this  ordinance  deprived 
«  the  peers  of  that  honour,  which,  in  all  ages,  hath 
'  been  given  unto  them,  whofe  part  it  was  to  be  errr- 

*  ployed  in  military  commands ;  that  the  cafe  was  not 
6  alike  between  the  two  houfes,  in  point  of  excluding 

*  the  members  of  both  houfes    from  military   employ- 

*  mentj  that,  by  this  ordinance,  they   are   wholly  dif- 

*  abled  from  performing  any  military  fervice,  which  is 
4  contrary  to  their  proteftation  and  covenant ;  and  that 
6  the  paffing   this  ordinance,  as    to  the  military   part, 

*  will  produce  fuch  an  alteration  in  all  the  armies,  as, 
fi  in    apparent  probability.,  muft   be  of  very  dangerous 

*  confequence  to  the  caufe  in  hand  at  this  juncture  of 
4  time ;  and  therefore,  till  a  new  model  be  propounded 

*  to  fucceed,   they  cannot  but  think  the  prefent  frame 

*  better   than  fuch  a  confufion  which   is   like  to  fol- 

*  low* 
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*  low  (0).' Thefe   reafons  operated  fo  ftrongly   with  (?)  Parlia- 

the  lords,  that,  notwithstanding  a  reply  from  the  com-  fJiftor? 
mons,   the    ordinance  was  rejected,   January  13.   O.  S.  vol.  xiii. 
though   afterwards  it  was  agreed  to  by  them  on  the  3d  P-  387° 
of  April  following  :  fo  that  Mr.  Hume  muft  bemifiaken 

much  about  this  matter,  when  he  fays,  '  the  peers,  tho' 
c   the  fcheme  was,  in  part,  levelled  againft  their  order; 

*  tho'  all  of  them  were,  at  the  bottom,  extreamly  averfe 

*  to  it ;     poffeff  d  fo    little    authority,    that    they  durft 
'  not  oppofe  the  refolution  of  the  commons;  and   they 

*  efteemed  it  better  policy,  by  an  unlimited  compliance,/  *  H|ftor. 

*  to  ward  off  that  ruin  which  they  faw  approaching  (/>).'  of  Great 
But  'tis  no  wonder  this  writer  fhould  commit  many  mif-  B"tain,  vol. 
takes  in  his  relation    of  this  affair,  when  he  profefles !'  p'  3 
only  to  give  a  detail  of  the  methods  by    which   it  was  .  ;    , 
conducted,  as  they  are  delivered  by  Lord  Clarendon  (q)  !  ^g^,, 

• While  thefe  difputes  lafted,  another  ordinance  was 

prepared,  and,  after  fun-dry  debates  and  amendments, 
agreed  to  by  both  houfes,  for  new  modelling  the  army, 
whereby  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  appointed  general  in 
chief  of  all  the  forces,  with  a  power  of  nominating  the 
officers  under  him,  and  execution  of  martial  law.  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  King's  authority,  nor  is  any 
claufe  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon  here  inferted  *  ; 
but   power  is  given    the    general   to  '  lead  his    armies 

*  againft  all  and  lingular  enemies,  rebels^  traitors,  and 


*  The  reafons  urged  by  the  commons  againft  the  claufe  of  preferring 
hi'j  Majefty'-s  Perfon,  which  had  been  infifted  on  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
were  thefe  : 

I.  Inferring  it  here  muft  either  fuppofe  the  King's  coming  in  the  head 
of  an  army,  to  fight  againft  us,  for  the  prefervation  rnd  defence  of 
the  true  prcteftant  religion,  &c.  and  fo  we  muft  preferve  him  :  or,  if 
we  fuppofe  he  comeih  not  to  preferve,  but  to  fight  to  oppofe  thofe  (as 
we  know  he  doth)  it  feemeth  rather  a  mockery  than  a  reality. 

a.  That  the  King  fhould  not  think  us  obliged,  by  our  covenant,  to  pre- 
ferve his  perfon,  if  he  appear  in  the  head  of  an  army  againft  the  par-  (r)    Journal, 
hament  j  nor  the   foldier   to   forbear  his   duty   by  reafon  of  his   pre-  March  29, 
fence  (/•).  J645« 

I  3  '  other 
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*  other  like  offender?,  and  every  of  their  adherents,  and 
4  with  them  to  fight;  and  them  to  invade,  refift,  re- 
c  prefs,    fubdue,    purfue,    flay,  kill,     and    put    in   exe- 

($)  Parlia-    6  cution  of  death   by  all  ways   and  means  (j).' This  . 

r.nrary  paffed  the  houfe  of  lords  April  i.  after  the  Earl  of  Ef~ 
vol  ^"'i  fex  na(^  declared  ne  would  yield  up  his  commiffion,  as 
p.  437.         he  did  the  day  following,   as  well  as  the  Lords  Mcmchef- 

ter^  Denbigh   and    Warwick  very   foon   after \ Thus 

almoft  all  thofe  men,  by  whofe  intereft,  power  and  au- 
thority the  war  with  the  King  had  been  undertaken,  and 
without    whom    no    oppofition,    of  any  weight,    could 
poflibly    have  been  raifed,   were,   in  a  fhort   time,  de- 
prived of- their  power  and  influence  over  their  own  ar- 
my, and  obliged,  as   we  jthal!  foon   fee,  to   truckle  be- 
fore them  !   So  little  can  men  fee  into  futurity  !   fo  diffe- 
rent are  the  turns  things  take    from  what   men  are  apt 
to  expect   and    depend    on. The    felf  denying   ordi- 
nance  was   very  Tpecious,  as   are  all  bills  for  excluding 
the    members   of   parliament,    whether  lores   or    com- 
v     rr.ons,  from  places  of  truft  and  profit;  and  they  are  ge- 
nerally  received  favourably,  without  doors,  by  all  ranks 
of  people.      Whether  the  enacling  of  them   would    be 
right ;  whether  confident  with  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeer.; 
whether  they  could  be  carried  into  execution  ;  or,  whe- 
ther they  would  be   productive  of  mofr  good  or  ill,  are 
diftin&  queftions,   which  politicians  will  long  debate  on, 
and  fmd  difficult,  perhaps,  after  all,  to  come  to  a  con- 
clusion among  themfelves.     But,  with  refpect  to  the  Sub- 
ject now  before  us,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  very  dan- 
gerous experiment   the  parliament  made.     Here  was   an 
army  put   folely  under  the  command  of  one   man  ;  a 
power   granted  him  to  give  out  commiffions,    and    to 
order   his    armies  in  a   good   meafure   according  to   his 
ovvn   difcretion.     What   was  this  but   to    put  it  in  his 
power  to  give  the  law  to  the  parliament   whenever  he 
thought  fit?     To  depend  on  men's  characters,  in  mat- 
ters where  the  well-being  of  the  community,  and  even 
the  being  of  the  parliament  itfeif  might  be  at  ftake,  was 
finely  a  preat   piece  of  weaknefs,  if  fuch  it  can  be  cal- 
led, and,  liable   to  very  fevere  cenfure.     Soldiers  foon 

for* 
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forget  to  be  citizens  :  they  overlook,  they  contemn  laws. 
The    general   is  their    fovereign,  the    officers  their  ma- 
giftrates,  and  at  all   times  they  are   at   their   beck  and 
command.     And  generals,  being  ufed   to  abfblute  and 
uncontrolled  command   over   large  armies,  are    apt    to 
forget    alfo  that   they  have  any   fuperiors.     Hence  the 
flavery    of   communities;    the   fubverfion   of  laws  ;  the 
erection   of  tyranny,  and   every  thing   mifchievous   and 
hurtful  to  the   human    race. — —The  following  pafTage 
from  Mmtejquieu  will  properly  clofe  this   note.      'It   is 
a  queftion,  fays    he,  whether  civil    and   military  em- 
ployments ouo;ht  to  be  conferred  on  the  fame  perfon  ? 
Jn   a   republic,    I    fhould    think,    they    ought    to    be 
joined,  but  in  monarchies  feparated.     In   republics  it 
would  be  extreamly  dangerous  to  make  the  profeflion 
of  arms  a  particular  ftate,  diftinc"t  from  that  of  civil 
functions ;   and  in  monarchies  no  lefs  dangerous  would 
it  be   to  confer   thefe   two  employments  on   the   fame     . 
perfon.     In    republics  a   perfon    takes    up  arms  only 
with  a  view   to  defend  his   country  and  its  laws;  it  is 
becaufe  he  is  a  citizen  he  makes  himfelf  for   a  while 
a  foldier.     Were  thefe  two  diflincl  ftates,  the  perfon, 
who,  under   arms     thinks    himfelf  a   citizen,    would 
foon  be  made  fenfible  he  is   only  a   foldier.     In  mo- 
narchies military  men  have  nothing  but  glory,  or  at 
leaft  honour  or  fortune,   in   view.     To   men,  -there- 
fore, like  thefe,  the  prince  fhould  never  give  any  civil 
employments ;    on    the   contrary,    they   ought    to    be 
checked  by  the  civil   magistrates,  and   care  fhould  be 
taken  that  the  fame  men  may   not  have,  at   the  fame 
time,  the  confidence  of  the   people,  and  the  power  to 
abufe  it.      We   need    only  turn   our  eyes  to    a   nation 
[England]  that  may  be  juftly  called  a  republic  difguifed 
under  the  form  of  monarchy,  and  there  we  (hall  fee 
how  jealous  they  are  of  a  feparate  ftate  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  army,  and  how  the  military  ftate  is  con- 
ftantly  allied  with  that  of  the  citizen,  and  even  fome- 
times  of  the   magiflrate,  to  the  end  that  thefe  quali- (0  spirIt  of 
ties   may  be  a  pledge  for  their  country,  which   fhould  j/p*' ™'* 
never  be  forgotten  (/).'  8,0.'  Lond. 

I  4  By  *75°. 
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tune  or  art  (x)  peculiar  to  himfelfj  he  was 

dif- 


(x)  By  a  fortune  or  art  peculiar  to  h'mfelf^  he  was  d/f- 
fen  fed  with  pay'ng  obedience  to  the  felf-denyfyig  ordinawce.~\ 
Nu  man  pufhed  more,  we  fee,  the  palling  of  this  than 
Cromzvell.  He  declared  it  necefTary  to  fatisfy  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  put  an  end  to-  the  war.  Probably  many 
honed  men  were  induced'  to;  join  with  him  in  it,  from 
thefe  confiderations  It  could,  therefore,  never  have 
entered  into  the  heads  of  thefe,  that  the  very  fame  per- 
fon  (hould  either  defire  or  accept  an  exemption  from  a 
law,  which  he  himfelf  had  moved  for  with  fo  great 
zeal  and  earneftnefs.  Nor  did  thofe  who  knew  him  to 
be  a  man  of  art,  and  Were  fearful  of  his  devices,  (tern 
to  entertain  the  leaft  fufplcion  of  him  upon  this  head, 
So  that  his -conduct  was  a  maMerpiece  on  this  occafion^ 
and  fhewed  him  more  than  a  match  for  his  chief  op- 
ponents in  the  houfes,  who  had  too  much  opennefs, 
and  were  too  little  upon  the  referve  to  conteft  with  him. 
Lord  Hodes,  after  fpeaking  of  this  ordinance,  which 
turned  out  himfelf  and  his  friends  from  their  com- 
mands, and  of  the  obedience  *  the  army  paid  to  the 
parliament,  notwithstanding  their  love  to  their  officers, 
whom  they  looked  on  as  ill  ukd  for  their  fervices;  pro- 
ceeds thus  :  c  the  next  work  was  how  ap-ain  to  get  in  my 
*•  friend   Cron.well ;  for  he   was  to  have  the   power,  Sir 

*  Thomas  Fairfax  only  the  name  of  general ;   he   to  be 

*  the  figure;  the  other  the  cypher.  This  was  fo  grofs 
c  and  diametrically  againft  the  letter  of  the  felf-denying 
c  ordinance,    that  it  put  them   to  fome  trouble  how  to 

*  bring  it  about.  For  this  Cromwell's  foldiers,  forfooth, 
c  rnuft  mutiny,  and  fay,  they  will  have  their  Cromwetfy 

*  It  appears,  however,  from  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  many  of  the  inferior  officers  and  foidiers  mutinied  before  the  ordi- 
nance had  paffed  the  houfe  of  lords.  In  the  Journal  of  March  4,  1644. 
O.  S.  is  a  declaration  of  both  houfes,  promifi ng  pardon  to  fuch  as  returned  to 
their  duty  before  the  15th  of  thatinftant,  and  threatning,  in  cafe  of  dif- 
obedience,  to  proceed  againft  them  as  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  com- 
rcs  en  wealth, 

«  or 
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difpenfed  with  paying  obedience  to  it.     He, 

there- 


*  or  they  will  not  ftir.     Hereupon  he  muff,  be  fent  down 

'  . they  mull  have   their  wills.     Yet  for  thefe  very 

4  men  had  Cromwell  undertaken  before,  when,  upon  de- 
4  bate,  the  inconveniency  was  objected  which  might 
4  follow  bv  difcontenting  the  common  foldiers,  who 
4  would  hardly  be  drawn  to  I«ave  their  old  officers  and 
(  eo  under  new;  he  could  fay,  that  his  foldiers  had 
4  learned  to  obey  the  parliament,  to  go  or  Hay,  fight 
%  or  lay  by  the  fword,  upon  their  command  ;  which,  I 
i  know,  prevailed  with  a  great  many  to  give  their  vote 
6  with  that  ordinance.     Bv    this  trick  a  little  beginning 

*  was  made  towards  the  breach  of  it,  which  was  foon 
6  made  greater.  For  they  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread, 
1  that  the  King  was  bending  with  his  forces  towards 
*'  thelile  of  Ely,  but  none  could  fave  but  Cromwell,  who 
4   muft  be  fent  in  all  hafte  for  that  fervice;  and  an  order 

*  of  difpenfation  is  made  for  a  very  few  months,  two  or 
6  three  (I  remember  not  well  whether)  but  with  fuch 
6  proteftations  of  that  party,  that  this  was  only  for  that 
4  exigency,  and  that  for  the  world  they  would  not  have 
4  the  ordinance  impeached,  as  Mr.  Sollicitor  faid  ;  and 
4  that  if  no  body  would  move  for  the  calling  him  home 
4  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  would.  But  all 
1  this  was  to  gull  the  houfe.  Mr.  Sollicitor  had  forgot 
4  his  proteftation,  and,  before  that  was  out,  there  is 
6  another  order  for  more  months,  and  fo  renewed  from 
4  tine  to  time,  that  at  laft  this  great  commander  is  ri- 
4  vetted  in  the  army,  and  fo  fa  ft  rivetted,  as,  after  all 
4  his  orders  of  continuance  were  at  an  end,  he  would 
'  keep  his  command  Hill,  which  he  has  done  for  feve- 

*  ral  months,  and  does  yet,  notwithstanding  that  ordi-  (").Me- 

o  'zioirs    1 

4  nance,  without  any  order  at  all  of  the  houfe  for  it  («).*  34, 

. Lord  C /a?  en  don's  account  of  CiomweWs  keeping  his 

command  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted  ;  not  by  rea- 
fon  of  its  c  ntaining  any  fo  extraordinary  a  matter,  as 
to  fhew  how  much  his  lordfhip  wrote  at  random  con- 
cerning  the  tranfaclions  of  the  parliament.     c  By  this 

6  fclf- 
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therefore,    applied   himfelf  in   good  earned: 

to 


*  felf-denying  ordinance,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
4  fex9  the  Earl  of  Mamhejler,  Sir    William  Waller  the 

*  Earl   of    Denbigh,     major-general    MuJJly,    loft   their 

*  commands,  as  Cromwell  fhould   likewife    have   done. 

*  But  as  foon  as  the  ordinance  was  pafled,  and  before 
4  the  resignation   of  the   Ear1  the  party   that 

*  fleered  had  caufed   him  ut  with  a   body  of 

*  horfe   into  the  weft,  fio  .*  Taunton,  that  he  might 

*  be  abfent  at  the  time  when  the  other  officers  delivered 

*  their  commiffions  %  which  was  quickly  ©bferved  ;  and 
4  thereupon  orders  were  given,  to  require  his  preient 
4  attendance  in  parliament,  and  that  tnair  new  general 
4  fhould  fend  Tome  other  officer  to  attend  that  fervice  ; 
!  which    was   pretended  to  be  done  ;   and    the  very  day 

*  named,  by  which  it  was  averred  that  he  would  be  in 
4  the  houfe.     A   rendezvous  was  then    appointed,    tor 

*  their  new  general  to  take  a  view  of  their  troops,  that 
c  he  might  appoint  officers  to  fucceed  thofe  who  i;ad  left 
*'  their  commands  by  virtue  of  their  ordinance ;  and 
4  likewife  in  their  place-,  who  gave  up  their  commands, 

*  and  refufed   to  ferve   in   the  new  mode),   who  were   a 

*  great  number  of  their  beft  commanders.  From  this 
4  rendezvous  the  general   fent   to  defire   the  parliament, 

*  that  they  would  give  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  leave 
4  to  flay  with  him  for  fome  few  days,  for  his  better  infor- 
4  mation,  without  which  he  (hould  not  be  able  to  per- 

*  form  what  they  expecled  from  him.  The  requeft 
4  feeming  fo  reafonable,  and   being  for  fo  fhort  a  time, 

*  little  oppofition  was  made  to  it :  and  fhortly  after,  by 
6  another  letter,  he  defired,  with  much  earneftnefs, 
4  that  they  would  allow  Cromwell  to  ferve  for  that 
4  campaign.  Thus  they  compafTed  their  whole  defign, 
4  in  being  rid  of  all  thofe  whofe  affections  they  knew 
4  were  not  agreeable  to  theirs,  and  keeping  Cromwell  in 
6  command,    who,  in  the   name  of  Fairfax^  modelled 

4  the  army,  and  placed  fuch  officers  as  were  well  known 

5  to  him,  and  to  no  body  elfej  and  abfolutely  governed 

1 1  : 
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to  the  war,  and  incr.eafed  the  reputation  he 
had  already  acquired. 

His 


*  the  whole  martial  affairs,  as  was  quickly  known  to  all  4*)  Vcl-  *▼« 

6  men  (#).' -How   many   miftakes   there  are  in  the  ?'      9* 

above  citation  I    need  not    point   out.     The    attentive  i 

reader  will  Toon  difcover  them. In  the  Journal  of  the 

houfe  of  commons,  February  27 ,  1644,  O.  S  we  read 
the  following  refolutions.  <  Refolved,  &c.  That  lieu- 
'   tenant-general   Cromwell  be    defired    forthwith    to  go 

*  down  lo    Sir  William   Waller^  to  go  with   him    upon 

*  this    expedition  into    the    weft,    for    relief    of  Mel- 

*  combe^  and  the  garrifons  and  places  adjacent,  and  for 
4  preventing  and  breaking  the  enemy's  levies  and  re- 
<  cruits  ;  and   that  it  be  referred   to   the  committee  of 

*  both  kingdoms,  to  confider,  this  afternoon,  of  the 
4  difpofing  of  the  commands  in  fuch  manner  as  may.  be 
c  moft  advantageous  for  the   fervice,  and  for  accommo- 

*  dating  all  differences,  if  any  occafion  (hould  be;  and 

*  to  accommodate  him  with  what  £hall  be  further  ne- 
c  ceflary  for  this  expedition  this  afternoon.  Refolved, 
f  &c.  That  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  (hall  have  li- 
'  berty  to  take  with  him  into  the  weft  his  three  troops 

*  that  are  at  Henley,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
f  mittee   of  both  kingdoms  to  appoint  three  troops  m 

*  the  place  of  thofe  three  troops ;  and  that  lieutenant- 

*  general  Cromwell  fhall  have  liberty  to  take  with  him 
c  quarter-  mafter-  general  Iretcn.  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
'   GoJJal  and   Mr.  Lemman,    treafurers   for    the  Earl    of 

*  Manchejler's  aflbciation,  do  forthwith  pay  unto  lieu- 
c  tenant-general  C^cmwll  one  thoufand  pounds;  where- 
'  of  five  hundred  upon  his  own  account,  and  the  other 

*  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  difpofed  of  as  he  fhali 
c  think  fit,  to  the  pay  of  his  own  troops. "  So  that 
Lord  Clarendon  probably  miftook  Taunton  for  Melcombc 
in  the  paffage  above  recited.  However,  neither  he  nor 
his  troops  performed  any  fervice  there;  for,  tho'  Mel- 
combe  and  other  places  were  taken  by  Sir  William  Walla \ 
yet,  in    the  Journal    of  the   houfe,  March  20,    1644, 

4  o.  si 
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His    actions,    after    the    new    modelling 

of 


O.  S.  we  read  c  the  humble  petition  of  the  foidiers  of 

*  lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  acknowledging  the  hein- 

*  oufnefs  of  their  offence  in  refufmg  to  march  with  Sir 

*  William  Waller  into  the  weft,  was  this  day  read  :  and 

*  it    is    refolved,  &c.  That  this    houfe  doth  accept   of 

*  the  acknowledgment  and  fubmiffion  of  the  faid   fol- 

*  diers,  and  do  admit  them  into  their  former  good  opi- 

*  nion  and  favour.'  This,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  mutiny 
referred  to  in  the  above  paffage  from  Lord  Holies.  For, 
though  Cromivell  was  commanded  to  join  Waller,  I  can- 
not find  that  he  did  :• — he  feems,  about  this  time,  to 
have  been  very  adlive  in  the  houfe,  and  zealous  in  the 
affair  of  new  modelling  the  army.  However,  he  foon 
after  joined  his  troops;  and  the  felf-denying  ordinance 
having  paffed  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  army  being  new 
modelled,  and  Fairfax  in  fupreme  command,  Cromwell^ 
pretending  that  he  was,  with  the  other  officers,  to  refign 
his  commiffion,  came  to  Windfor  from  his  command  in 
the  weft,  to  kifs  the  general's  hand,  and  take  his  leave 
of  him,  6  when,'  fays  an  hiftorian  of  that  time,  great- 
ly  in   the  intereft  of  Oliver,    c  in  the  morning,  ere  he 

*  Was  come  forth  of  his  chamber,  thofe  commands  [to 
c  march  beyond  Oxford  with  a  body  of  horfe,  and  lie 
s  on  the  further  fide  towards   Worce/ler,  to  intercept  a 

*  convoy  going  to  Oxford^  and   to  keep  the  King  and 

*  his  train  from    going,  thence]  than  which  he  thought 

*  of  nothing  lefs  in  all  the  world,  came  to  him  from 
An*lia"Re-  '  tne  committee  of  both  kingdoms  (y):'  whereupon,  tak- 
diviva,  p.  ing  a  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  he  marched  into  Ox- 
10.    Fol.     fordjbire,  beat  a  party  of  the  enemy  at  Iflip-bridge,  re- 

on  *  1  ^7#  duced  Blechingdon- houfe ',  and  performed  many  other 
things  advantageous  to  his  caufe.  He  continued,  there- 
fore, in  the  army,  and  was  authorifed  fo  to  do,  as  ap- 
pears by  what  follows  in  the  Journal  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  May  u,  1645  :  'Two  letters  from  lieute* 

*  nant- general  Cromwell  and  major  general  Browne  ;  the 
£  one"  of  Mafy  8th5  the  other  of  May  9th,  informing,. 

6  that 
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of    the    army,    were    worthy    of   a    great 

com- 

6  that  general  Goringc  is  advanced  weft  ward,  and  the 
King  northward  towards  Worcefler ;  were  this  day 
read  ;  and  immediately  delivered  to  Mr.  Recorder,  that 
brought  them  in.     Ordered,  &c.  That  the  committee 

o  ... 

of  the  army  do  take  care  for  the  providing  of  monies 
and  ammunition  for  thofe  horfe   and   foot,    that'  are 
within  the  new  model,  and  now  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general    Cromwell,    and     major-general 
Browne,     Ordered,  &c.    That   it  be  referred  to  the 
committee    of  the  army,  to  confider,   what  fums  of 
money  is  fit  to  be  provided  for  that  party  of  horfe  and 
foot  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
well and  major-general  Browne,  which  is  not   within 
the    new   model.     Whereas  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
well is   now  in    the  actual  fervice  of  the  parliament, 
and  in  profecution    of  the   enemy;  it  is  this  day  en- 
joined by  the  lords  and  commons,  that  he  fhall  con- 
tinue in  the  employment  he  is  now  in,    for  forty  days 
longer  ;  notwithstanding   the  late  ordinance,   or  any 
claufe  therein,  that  difcharges  the  members  of  either 
houfe  from  having  any  office   or  command,  military 
or  civil/     In  the  journal  of  June  the  i  oth  following, 
is  faid,  c  A   letter    from    Sir  Thomas    Fairfaxe,  and 
divers   of  the  chief  officers    of  his  army,  from  Sher~ 
rington,  of  June  the  8th  ;   defiring  that  lieutenant-ge- 
neral  Cromwell  might  command    the   horfe  in  chief, 
in  Sir  Thomas  Fairfaxe  his  army,  was  this   day   read. 
Refolved  upon  the  queftion,   that  Sir  Thomas  Fairfaxe 
be  defired  (if  he  thinks  fit)  to  appoint  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Cromwell  to  command  the  horfe  under  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfaxe,  as   lieutenant-general,  during  fuch  time  as 
this  houfe  {hall  pleafe  to  difpenfe  with  his  attendance: 
and  that  Sir  Thomas  Widdrington  prepare  a  letter  to  be 
figned  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  forthwith  fent  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fairfaxe  to   acquaint  him  with  this  vote.7     The 
letter  here  referred  to  was  figned  among  others,  by  Fleet- 
wood^ IVhalley,   Skippon,   and  Ireton,  men  near  to  Crom- 

welly  " 
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commander,    and     at   the    battle    of  Nafe- 

h 

■wtllf  and  probably,  not  wholly  ignorant  of  his  defigns. 
But  to  go  on. — On  the  1 6th  of  June,  when  news  had 
been  brought  the  houfe  of  the  battle  of  Najeby,  v/e  find 
it  in   the  journal   of  that  day,    '  Refolved,  &c.    That 

*  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  (hall  be  lieutenant-general 
■*  of  the  horfe,  in  the  army  under  the  command  of  Sir 
6   Thomas  Fairfax,   during  the  pleafure  of  both  houfes. 

*  The  lords  concurrence  to  be  defned  herein.      Refolved, 

*  That  lieutenant  general  Ciomivell  {hall  have  pay  of 
6  lieutenant  general  of  the  horfe,  fince  the  time  of  the 

*  firft  eftabliftiment  of  the  army,    under  Sir  cIho?nas  Fair- 

*  fax's  command.  The  lords  concurrence  to  be  defired 
€  herein.'  However,  in  conformity  to  an  alteration  made 
by  the  houfe  of  lords,  we  find  the  refolution  frand  in  the 
following  manner  two  days   afterwards.     '  Refolved  up- 

*  on  the  queftion,  that  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  fhall 
'  continue  as  lieutenant-general  of  the  horfe  according 
4  to  the  eftabl iflied  pay  of  the  army,  for  three  months 
&  from  the  end  of  the  forty  days  formerly  granted  to  him/ 
And  on  the  8th  of  Augufl  1 645,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
commons,  c  That  he  mould  be  continued  in  the  fame 

*  employment,  as  formerly,  for  the  fpace  of  four  months 

*  longer,  from    the  end  of  the   faid  three  months,  for 

*  which  he  was  formerly  continued,  as  aforefaid ;  on 
6  the  17th  of  'Oil.   it  was  continued  for  four  months 

*  longer;    and    on  the   23d  of  Jan.   following  for  fix 

*  months  more.' After  this  there  were  no  more  re- 

folutions  about  Cromwell:  he  took  it  for  granted  he  had 
leave ;  no  one  offered  to  move  for  recalling  him  ;  and 
he  foon  came  to  fo  great  a  power,  that  no  one  with  fafe- 
ty  could  almofl  have  dared  to  have  done  it.  In  fine, 
the  felf- denying  ordinance  having  anfwered  its  intention 
of  turning  out  the  grandees  of  both  houfes  from  their 
commands  in  the  army,  and  Cromwell  having  the  luck 
to  be  exempted  from  it,  he  accomplished  what  he  then 
had  in  his  view,  and  foon  after,  by  means  of  his  friends, 
had  many  chief  officers   of  the  army  chofen  members 

of 


\ 
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by  (y )  he  gave  frefh  proofs  of  his  valour  and 

bra- 


of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  took  their  Teats  and  retain- 
ed their  commands.  And  thereby  encouraged  the  old  mem- 
bers of  their  party  to  provide  for  themfelves  likewife.     Sir 
William  Brereton,  Sir  Oliver  and  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  Ireton, 
Rain  [borough,  Algernon  Sydney,  Ingcldfoy^  Ludlow,    Skip-  (*)SeeWal- 
pon,    Fleet-wood  (z),    and    other    principal  commanders,  T"J in^~ 
were   members  of   parliament ;    mod  of  whom    were  pendency,' 
friends  to  Cromwell  till  he  openly  declared  himfelf,  and'P^rtl-P-    , 
fome  of  them    after  that:   whereby  it  plainly  appeared  !to.~Lond» 
that,  in  his  and   their  judgment,  the  ordinance  was  cal-  1648. 
culated  more  for  party  purpofes,  though    carried  on  un- 
der fpecious  pretences,  than  for  the  public  good. 

(y)  In  the  battle  of  Nafeby  he  gave  frejh  proofs  cf  his 
valour.]  Though  I  propofed  not  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  Oliver's  military  exploits,  yet  I  {hall  give  the  reader 
a  fhort  account  of  the  important  battle  of  Nafeby,  which 
s  thus  related  by  Mr.  V/hitlock.  '  The  King  com- 
manded the  main  body  of  his  army,  Prince  Rupert 
and  Prince  Maurice  the  right  wing,  Sir  Marmaduke 
Langdale  the  left,  the  Earl  of  Lindfey  and  the  Lord 
AJhley  the  right-hand,  rererve,  the  Lord  Bard,  and  Sir 
George  Vlfe  the  left  referve.  Of  the  parliament's  ar- 
my, Fairfax  and  Skippon  commanded  the  main  body, 
Cromwell  the  right  wing,  with  whom  was  RoJJiter^ 
and  they  both  came  in  but  a  little  before  the  fight. 
Ireton  commanded  the  left  wing,  the  referves  were 
brought  up  by  Rain/borough,  Hammond  and  Pride* 
Prince  Rupert  began  and  charged  the  parliament's  left 
wing  with  great  refolution;  Ireton  made  gallant  re- 
fifrance,  but  at  laft  was  forced  to  give  ground,  he  him- 
felf being  run  through  the  thigh  with  a  pike,  and  into 
the  face  with  a  halbert,  and  his  horfe  mot  under  him, 
and  himfelf  taken  prifoner.  Prince  Rupert  followed 
the  chafe  almoft  to  Nafeby  town,  and  in  bis  return, 
fummoned  the  train,  who  made  no  other  anfwer  but 
by  their  firelocks ;  he  alfo  vifited  the  carriages  where 
was   good    plunder,  but  his  long  ftay  from  the  main. 

4  body 
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bravery.     From  this  time  the  King's  power 

very 


f*]  Memo- 
rials, p.  150. 


body  was  no  fmall  prejudice  to  the  King's  army.  In 
the  mean  time  Cromwell  charged  furioufly  on  the 
King's  left  wing,  and  got  the  better,  forcing  them 
from  the  body,  and  profecuting  the  advantage,  quite 
broke  them  and  their  referve.  During  which,  the 
main  bodies  had  charged  one  another  with  incredible 
fiercenefs,  often  retreating  and  rallying,  falling  in  to- 
gether with  the  butt-ends  of  their  mufkets,  and  com- 
ing to  hand  blows  with  their  fwords.  LangdaW  $  men 
having  been  in  fome  difcontent  before,  did  not  in  this 
fight  behave  themfelves  as  they  ufed  to  do  in  others, 
as  their  own  party  gave  it  out  of  them  ;  yet  they  did 
their  parts,  and  the  reft  of  the  King's  army  both  horfe 
and  foot  performed  their  duties  with  great  courage  and 
refolution,  both  commanders  and  foldiers.  '  Some  of 
the  parliament's  horfe  having  lingred  awhile  about  pil- 
lage, and  being  in  fome  d-i  fad  vantage,  Skippon  perceiv- 
ing it,  brought  up  his  foot  feafonably  to  their  afliftance, 
and  in  this  charge  (as  himfelf  related  it  to  me)  waa 
fhot  in  the  fide.  Cromwell  coming  in  with  his  victo- 
rious right  wing,  they  all  charged  together  upon  the 
King,  who,  unable  to  endure  any  longer,  got  out  of 
the  field  towards  Leicefter.  Prince  Rupert ,  who  now 
too  late  returned  from  his  improvident  eager  purfuit, 
feeing  the  day  loft,  accompanied  them  in  their  flight, 
leaving  a  compleat  viclory  to  the  parliamentarians.' — 
After  more  particulars  he  clofes  his  account  thus : 
Both  the  general  and  lieutenant-general  performed 
their  work  with  admirable  refolution,  and  by  their 
particular  examples  infufed  valour  into  their  followers, 
10  likewife  did  the  other  officers,  of  whom  divers  were 
wounded.  On  the  other  fide,  the  King  fhewed  him- 
felf this  day,  a  couragious  general,  keeping  clofe  with 
his  horfe,  and  himfelf  in  perfon  rallying  them  to  hot 
encounters  [*].' Hear  now  an  adverfary  to  Crom- 
well— '  Very  early  in  the  morning  [June  14,  1645] 
*  the  fcouts  brought  word  that  the  King  was  making  all 

«  hafte 
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very  fen  fitly  decayed,  and  all  things  flowed 

in 

/.  hafte  to  the  engagement,  being  falfly  informed  that 
c  Fairfax  in  fear  was  retreating  to  Northampton,  where- 

*  as  he  had  now  difpofed  of  Nafeby  field,  and   awaited 

*  him,  having  Cromwell  with  IVhalley  on  his  right  wing, 

*  and  Ireton  on  his  left,  the  one  oppofed  to  my  Lord 
c  Lan'dale^  and  the  northern  horfe,  and  the  other  to 
&  Prince  Rupert,  general  of  the  cavalry,  the  King  him- 
'  felf   being   generaliffimo.     To    come    to    the   event. 

4  Prince  Rupert  totally  routed  Lyton9  who  being  engag- 
c  ed  and  driven  upon  the  Kind's  rightmoft  foot,  was 
?  there  wounded  in  the  thigh  with  a  halbert,  and  taken 
'  prifoner,  and*  the   field   on   thaChand  cleared ;    which 

*  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  observing,  having  not  yet  ftir- 
s  red  from  their  yround,  Fairfax  with  a  fhort  fneech 
'*  encouraged  his  troops  to  the  charge;  which  was  fe- 
c  conded  by  forrie  devout  ejaculations  from  Cromwell, 
6  who  clapping,  fours  to  his  horfe*,  fell  in  with  Longdates 

5  brigade^  and  quite  charged  through  three  bodies  and 
*-  utterly  broke  them  ;  nor  did  he  flop  till  with  fine  force 
'he  had  likewise  beat  that  wing  from  their  ground,- 
'•  without  pofiibility  of  rallying  or  recovering  it  again.  In 
4  this  aciion  a  commander  of  the  King's  knowing;  Crom~ 
c  well,  advanced  fmartly  from  the  head   of  his  troops  to 

*  exchange  a  bullet  nngly  with  him,  and  was  with  the 
c  like  gallantry  encountered  by  him,  both  fides  forbear- 
'  ing  to  come  in,  till  their  piflols  being  clifcharged,  the 
c  cavalier  with  a  flanting  back-blow  of  a  broad  fword* 
c  luckily  cut  the  ribbond  that  tied  his  murrion,  and  with 
c  a  draw  threw  it  rfF  hre  head,  and  now  ready  to  repeat 
'  his  ftroke,  his  party  came  in  and  refcued  him,  ancf 
4  one  of  them  alighting,  threw  up  his  head-piece  into 
c  his  faddie,   which  Oliver    haflily  catching,    as  being 

*  affrighted  with  the  chance,  clapt  it  the    wrong  way 

6  on  his  head,  and  fo  (oug)\t  with  it  the  reft  of  the  day, 
1   which  proved  molt  highly  fortunate  on  his  fide  (thou 

'-  the  King  mod  magnanimously  and    expertly  managed 
'he  fight,  expofmg  himfelf  to  the  eminenteft  perils  of 

«   tft* 
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in  very  profperoufly  on  the  parliament,  wlicr 

failed 

*  the  field)  and  raifed  himfelf  beyond  the  arts  and  reach 
c  of  envy,  or  his  enemies  of  the  Prefbyterian  party, 
'  who  had  fo  long  been  heaving  at  him,  to  out  him  of 

*  all  military  employments,  which  concluding  fo  per- 
6  tinently  and  peremptorily  for  him  in  this  grand  event, 
4  did  charm    the  hatred,  malice   and   prejudice  againfl 

.  c  him,    into  fear  and   dread   what  this    arrogance    of 

*  his  fortune  would  finally  afpire  to.     This  battle  whol- 

*  ly  overthrew  the  King,  who  was  never  after  able  to 
6  make  head  againft  the  parliament  forces,  but  piece- 
6  meal  loft  his  armies,  caftles  and  towns  (a).'  1  have 
related  this  aclion  as  I  found  ita  but  muft  at  the  fame 
time  defire  my  reader  to  clafs  it  with  the  encounters  of 
^uixot  and  Amadis\  for  like  theirs  it  owes  its  exiftencc 
to  imagination,  and  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  writer 
of  credit. 

The  three  following  authentic  copies  of  original  let- 
ters relating  to  this  battle,  will  be  deemed  curiofities  by 
ni oft  readers.  They  will  do  well  to  compare  them  with 
the  narratives  of  modern  commanders.  In  the  year 
1754,  they  were  found  in  a  wall  nine  feet  thick,  on 
pulling  down  a  houfe  in  palace-yard  Wejiminfter,  in  or- 
der to  bu.ld  an  office  for  the  clerks  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
The  public  is  indebted  for  the  communication  to  an  ho- 

*  Horace      nourable  gentleman,,    of  diftinguifhed  rank  in  the  re- 

Walpole,      public  of  letters  *. 


(a)  Flagel- 
lum,  p.  37. 


Efq 


Letter1  T.  Indorfed,  To  the  honourable  William 
Lent hall,  Efq;  Speaker  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    Hade. 

Honour ah le  Sir9 

^p  HIS  morning  by  day  brake  wee  march t   out  GuUf- 
*     burro,  after  the  enemy.     After  an  hours  march  we 
discovered  their  horfe  drawne  up  at  Sybbertoff  three  miles 
this   fide    Harborroi--gb)  an   hour   after    their  foot  ap- 
peared** 
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geared.  This  was  about  8  in  the  morning,  by  10  we 
-were  difpofed  into  a  battalia  on  both  fides,  both  fides 
with  mighty  fhouts  expreft  a  hearty  defire  of  righting; 
having  for  our  parts  recommended  our  caufe  to  God's 
protection,  and  recd.  the  word,  which  was  God  our 
Jlrengtb^  theirs  ^ueen  Mary.  Our  forlorne  hopes  be- 
gun the  pla  -  -  -  whiles  both  fides  labour'd  for  the  hill 
and  wynd,  which  in  conclufyon  w  -  -  as  it  were  equal- 
ly divided.  Our  forlorne  hope  gave  back,  and  their 
righ-  wing  of  horfe  fell  upon  our  left  with  fuch  gallantry, 
that  ours  were  immediately  routed.  About  icco  ran 
along  with  them,  but  fuch  was  the  courage  and  dili- 
gence of  the  right  wing  backt  with  the  foot,  that  they 
hot  only  brat  back  the  enemy  from  the  traine,  but  fell 
in  with  their  ffbot,  and  after  2  hours  difpute  won  all 
their  ffield  peeces,  (of  which  fome  are  cannon)  mofr.  of 
their  baggage,  mortar  peeces,  boats,  3000  arms,  much 
powder,  match,  &c.  and  nigh  4000  prifoners,  their 
number  was  about  12000 ;  fome  600  Ilayne,  many 
commanders  of  note.  Of  ours  not  above  200.  Our 
horfe  are  (till  in  purfuit,  and  have  taken  many  officers  ; 
their  ftandard  is  ours,  the  Kings  waggon  and  many  la- 
dyes.  God  Almighty  give  us  thankful  hearts  for  this 
great  victory,  the  moft  abfolute  as  yet  obteyned.  The 
General,  Leift.  Gen.  Cromwell,  and  Major  Gen.  Skip- 
pon  (who  is  (hot  in  the  fide,  but  not  dangerous)  did  be- 
yond expreffion  gallantly  ;  fo  did  all  the  other  comman- 
ders and  foldiers.  We  have  loft  but  2  Caot.  Tho5  this 
come  late,  be  pleafed  to  accept  it  from 

Your  Honors  moil  humble  fervants, 

Naezby,  wher  the  ffight  was  this         Har.  Leighton. 
Saturday,   \\Jun>.i%   1645.  Tho,  Herbert. 

Capt.  Potter  is  dangeroufly  wounded, 
but  hopes  of  his  recovery,  fd  is 
Capt.  Cook, 


T7- 
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Letter  II.  .  Indorfed,  For  the  honble  William 
Lent  hall  ,  Speaker  of  commons  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment.    Theife. 

SIF? 

T> E  I  N  G  commanded  by  you  to  this  fervice,  I  think 
myfelf  bound  to  acquaint  you  with  the  good  hand 
of  God  towards  you  and  us.     We   marched  yefterday 
after    the  Kinge  who   went  before  us  from  Daventree  to 
Haver br owe   and   quartered    about  fix   miles  from  him, 
this  -day  we  marched  towards  him.     Hee  drew  out  to 
rneeie-us,  both   armies   ingaged,  we  after  three  howers 
fight  v^ry  doubtful,   att  laft  routed  his  arrnie,  killed  and 
tooke    about    5000,    very   many  officers,  but   of  what 
qualitye  wee  yet  know  not,  wee  tooke  alfo  about  200 
carrag  -  -  all  hee  had,  and   all  his  gunns,  being  12    in 
number,  whereof  2  were  demie   cannon,  2  demie  cul- 
veringes,  and    (I  think)   the  reft  facers.     We  purfued 
-  -  -  enemy  from  3   miles  (hort  of  Ha-  -  -  to  nine   be- 
yond, even  to  fight  of  Lehef-  -  -  whether  the  King  fled. 
Sir  this  is  non  other  but  the  hand  of  God,  and  to  him 
alone  belongs  the  glorie,  wherein  non  are  to  {hare  with 
him.     The  general  ferved  you  with  all  faythfulnefle  and 
honor,  and   the  beft  commendations   I  can  give  him  is, 
that  Id--   fay   hee  attributes    all    to   God,    and   woud 
rath  perifh  then   aflfume  to  himfelfe,   which   is  an  honeft 
and  a  thrivinge  way,  and  yet  as  much  for  bravery  may 
be  given  to  him  in  this  action  as  to  a  man,     Honeft  men 
feri'ed  you  faithfully  in  this  action.     Sir  they  are  truftye. 
I.  befeech   you  in  the   name  of  God   not  to  difcourage 
them.     I  with  this  action  may  begett  thankfulr.efle  and 
•  humilitye  in  all  that. are  concerned  in  it.     Fie  that  Ven- 
ters    his  life  for  the  libertie  of  his  countries  I  wiih  hee 
truft  God  for  the  libertie  of  his  confcience,  and  you  for 
the  libertye  he  fights  for,  in  this  hee  refts  whoe  is 

1  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

June  14th,   1645. 

Hdver-brQWi.  Oliver  Cromwell, 

Let- 
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Letter  III.     Indorfed,   For  the  honbie  William 
'  Lenthall,  Efqr.    Speaker  of  the  hoble    houfe  of 
commons, 

Mr,  Speaker? 
T)ESIDES    the  genera!    account,    I    have    alreadie 


given  ,>  by  one  of  my  fervants,  whom  I  fent  up  to 
Lotzdmye&trdayi  I  thought  fit  to  fend  the  bearer  Mr. Boles, 
whoe  may  more  particuiarlye  injfbrme  you  concerneinge 
the  abimdant  goodnefs  of  Qod  to  this  army.,  and.  the 
whole  kingdome  in  the  late  vi&orie  obteyned  at  Nafiby 
iielde.  The  whole  body  of  their  foote— -taken  and  fl'aine, 
fuch  a  lift  of  the  prisoners  as  could  be  made  np  In  this 
feort  time  I  have  fent9  the  hbrfe  all  quitted  the  fields? 
and  were  purified  within  three  miles  ©f  Leicefier :  theire 
ammunition,  ordnance  and  carriages  all  taken  :  among 
which  there  were.,  two  demy  cannons,  a  whole  culverin 
and  a  mortar  peeee,  beiides  leSer  peeces.  We  intend 
to  move  to  Lttceflter  as  fbon  as  we  Iwe  taken  order  with 
our  prifbjiers  and  wounded  mem  All  that  I  defire  is, 
that  the  honor  of  this  grreate  and  never  to  be  forgotten 
mercie  majr  I*e  given  to  God,  in  an  extraordinary  day1 
of  thanklgivirjgs ;  and  that  it  may  be  improved  to  the 
good  of  his  churche  ^nd  Ms  kingdome :  which  [hall  be 


faithfully  endeavoured  bya  Si 

Harbormgb.,  Yu ne  I 5  5  :  64-. 


Y*  mbft  hornble  Ser% 
Tho.  Fairfax, 


Some  7r^&  are  among  the  prilbners,  as  I  am 
informed :  I  have  not  time  to  make  enquiry 
.into  it.  I  dcih  e  they  may  be  proceeded  againft 
according  to  ordnance  of  parliament.  Ma- 
jor general  SJtippcn  was  (hot  tKroughe  his  fide  ; 
but  notwkhilandl;  continued  intheffielde 

with  great  refcJucon  ;  .arid  when  I  defined  him 
to  goe  off  the  ffield,  he  anfwered  he  would 
not  goe  fo  long  as  a  man  would  itand,  ftill 
doing  his  office  as  a  valient  a  com-mari- 

der.     Alio  Colonel  Butler  and  Colonel  Irctm, 

K.  upon 
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failed  not  to  reward  Oliver  {%)  for  his  good 

fervices. 

upon  tbeire  fir  ft  charge  were  both  dangerouflje 
wounded,  behaving  themfelves  very  gallantlie. 
If"  I  could  enter  into  particulars,  much  might 
be  fpoken  of  the  refolucon  arid  courage  of 
many  commanders,  both  horfe  and  IFoote  in 
this  days  fervice  *. 

Thefe  letters  give  us  a  clear  idea  of  this  important 
and  decifive  battle,  a  battle  which  in  a  manner  extin- 
guifhed  the  King's  hopes,  and  foon  after  brought  on  a 
total  reduction 'of  his  power  !     Lord  Clarendon  fays,  the 

;6<8°11V'  ^mS  anc^  ^'e  Kingdom  were  loR  in  it  (b)  : — an  expref- 
fion  which  denotes  his  lordfhip's  idea  of  the  immenfenefs 
of  the  lofs,  though  perhaps  not  much  more  exacl  than 
his  account  of  the  battle  itfelf,  which  to  fay  the  leaft 
of  it,  is  very  defective  and  erroneous,  as  will  appear  by 
comparing  it  with  the  authentic  accounts  here  given. 

(z)   The  parliament  failed  not  to  ?  eward  Oliver  for  his 

good  fervi ccs, ]     Milton  complains  of  the  offices,  gifts  and 

te)  See  the    preferments  beftowed  and  fhared  among  the  members  of 

fecondquo-  parliament  (c).     And   if  we    may    believe    a  writer  of 

Mikon10{n    t^°^e  times,  who  had   opportunity  of  being  informed, 

note(o).        (though  allowances  rnuft   be   made   for  his  prejudices) 

this    was  commonly  and   openly  done,  to  the  vexation 

of  fuch  as  either  could   not,  or  would  not  partake  with 

them.     The  paffage  is  remarkable,  and  relates  properly 

to  the  fubjeci  in  hand.     -•'  The  leading  men  or  bel-wea~ 

6  thers  having  feemingly  divided  themfelves,  and  having 

€  really  divided  the  haufes,  and  captivated  their  refpec- 

*  tive  parties  judgment,  teaching  them   by    an  impli- 

6  cite  faith,  Jurare  in  verba  magtjlri9  to  pin  their  opi- 

*  Since  the  infertion  of  thefe  letters,  I  find  they  were  printed  by  or- 
der of  parliament,  June  16,  1645,  an£*  tepublifted  in  Rufhwoith's  col- 
lections. But  as  they  are  curious,  little  known,  and  probably  now  firft 
tranferibed  from  the  originals,  I  have  thought  proper  to  give  them  a 
j  lace  in  th  is  work  notwithstanding.  A  copy  of  Cromwell's  letter  is  in  the 
I  i'itjlh  Mufeunu 
i  ■  <     . 

fi  ri\om 
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fervices.     Bat  gratitude  did  not  bind  him$ 

for 

V 

c  nions  upon  their  fleeves ;  they  begin  to  advance  their 
6  projects  of  monopolizing  the  profits,  preferments,  and 
'  power  of  the  kingdom  in  themfelves.  To  which  pur- 
«  pofe,  though  the  leaders  of  each  party  feem  to  main- 
4  tain  a  hot  oppofition,  yet  when  any  profit  or  prefer- 
4  ment  is  to  be  reached  at,  it  is  obferved  that  a  power- 
c  ful  independent  efpecialjy  moves  for  a  Prefbyterian, 
4  or  a  leading  Prefbyterian  for  an  independent;  and  fel- 

*  dom  doth  one  oppofe  or  fpeak  againft  another,  in 
c  fuch  cafes,  unlefs  fomething  of    particular  fpleen  or 

*  competition  come  between,  which  cauieth  them  to 
'  break  the  common  rule.  Bv  this  means  the  grandees 
6  of  each  faction  feldom  mifs  their  mark,  fince  an  In- 
'  dependent  moving  for  a  Prefbyterian,  his  reputation 
c  carries  the  bufinefs  clear  with  the  Independent  party; 
6  and  the  Prefbyterians  will  not  oppofe  a  leading  man 
'  of  their  own  fide.  By  this  artifice  the  grandees  of 
6  each   fide  (hare   the  commonwealth  between   them; 

*  and  are  now   become  proud,  domineering  Reboboams, 

*  even  over  the  reft  of  their  fellow  members,  (contrary 
'  to  the    liberty  of  parliament,    which   confifts   in   an 

*  equality)  that  were  formerly  fawning  ambitious  Ab- 
6  faloms.     There  hath  been  lately  given  away  to  mern- 

*  bers  openly  (befides  innumerable  and   ineftimable  pri- 

*  vate  cheats  mutually  connived  at)  at  leaft  300000 1. 
6  in  money,  befides  rich  offices,  employments  in  money 

*  committees,     fequeftrations     and     other    advantages. 

*  And  thofe  members  who  have  fo  well  ferved  thern- 
'  felves  under  colour  of  ferving  the  publick,  are,  for 
'  the  moft  part,  old  canvafers  of  factions,  who  have 
4  fat  idly  and  fafely  in  the  houfe,  watching  their  advan- 
6  tages  to  confound  bufinefTes,  and  (huffle  the   cards  to 

*  make  their  own  game;  when  others  that  have  ven- 
'  tured    their  perfons  abroad,  laboured  in    the  publick 

*  work,  like  Ifraelites  under  thefe  Egyptian  tafk-mafter?, 
'  and  loft  their  eifates,  are  left  to  ftarve  until  they  can 

*  find  relief  in  that  empty  bag  called  by  fools,  fides  pub- 

K  4  •  lied} 
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for  his   fuccefs  and  influence  on  the  army, 

infpired 


the  two 
Juntoes, 
p.  z. 


6  lica*  by  wife  men   fides  punica.  and    are   now  looked 
Mfter  ofSc  uPon.m    t^le    houfe   fupercilionily,    like   unwelcome 
*  guefts  (a?).' 

Lord  Holies   in  very  (harp  terms  fpeaks  of  his  anta- 
gonists, the  Independent  party,  promoting  and  reward- 
ing their  friends  and  adherents :  c  Which,  fays  he,  was 
eafy  for  them,  having  both  fword  and  purfe,  and  with- 
al 1  an  impudence  and  boldnefs  to  reward  all  thofe  who 
would  fell  their  conferences.     For  all  fuch  members  of 
the  houfe.,   and  others,   were  fure  to  be  preferred,   have 
large  gifts  given  them  out  of  the  commonwealths  mo- 
ney, arrears  paid,  offices  confered  upon  them,  coun- 
tenanced and  protected  sgainft  all  complaints  and  pro- 
fectstions,  had  they  done  never  fo  unworthy,  unjufr, 
horrid    actions,  to   the   oppreffion  of  the  fubje£r,  and 
6  difhonoJr   of  the  parliament.     All  others   discounte- 
nanced, oppofed,  inquifitions  fet  upon  them,  queftioned, 
imprifoned  upon  the  Jeait  occafion,  colours  of  crimes 
many  times  for  doing  real  good  fervice,  and  no  favour 
nor  juftice   for   them/,  only   that  the  world   might  fee 
which   was    the    way  to  rife,  and  which  to  be  fure  to 
meet    with  contrary  winds  and  flormsj  and   fo  make 
all  men  at  iealt  to  hold  candles  to  thefe  vifible  faints  (*).' 
t — In  another  place  his  lordfhip  vindicates  himfclf  and 
.friends   from  the  charge  of  enriching  themfelves  by  dif- 
pofing  of  the  publick  money,  and  retorts  it  on  his  adr 
verfaries,    fetting  forth  in  a  very  particular  manner  what 
(isms  of  money  they   had  received  under  various  preten- 
ces,  and  what  falaries  they   enjoyed  (*).     But  after  air 
thefe    warm    declamations,  for   both   thefe  writers  were 
vQiy  warm,  when  they  exercifed  their  pens  on  thefe  fub-, 
jecis,  what  was  there  done  in  thefe   times  that  has  not, 
that  will  not  be  done  at  all  times  ?    Friends  and  favourites 
are  countenanced  and  preferred,  enemies  are  overlooked, 
neglected,  or  difappointed.     Was  h  ever  otherwife  ?     If 
men  perform  great  and  eminent  fervices, 'tis  grateful,  'tis 
politic  to  reward  them.     To  complain  of  the  givers  or 

re- 


(e)   Me- 
jEnoirs,p..  36. 


(*)  Id.  p. 
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receivers,  feems  not  very  confident  with  good  fenfe  and 
impartiality.  Cromwell  we  have  ken  make  a  figure  in 
the  war  :  he  had  ventured  his  life  many  times  in  the 
public  Service,  and  had  brought  reputation  and  victory 
back  with  him.  Was  he  unworthy  of  notice,  or  did  he 
not  highly  merit  it  ?  When  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
far  enough  from  being  wholly  at  his  devotion,  we  find 
it  ordered,  4  that  five  hundred  pounds  be  forthwith  pro- 
4  vided  and  advanced,  to  be  beftowedon  Lieutenant 

4  General  Cromwell,  as  a  refpect  from  the  houfe,     Or- 
4  dered,  that  all  the  lands  of  the  Earl  of  Worcejler,  Lord 
4  Herbert?    and    Sir   'John    Somerfeit,    his    fons,  in    the 
4   county  of Southampton,  be  fettled  upon  Lieutenant  Ge- 
4  neral  Cromwell,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  accounted  as  part 
4  of  the  two  thoufand    five  hundred  pounds  per  anmtm9 
4  formerly  appointed  him   by  this  houfe  :  and  that  Mr. 
4  Samuel  Browne*    Mr.   Sollicitor,    Mr.   Lijle,    and   IVlr. 
'  Wallops  do  bring  in  an   ordinance  accordingly.     Or- 
*  dered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  army, 
4   to  confider   how  the  refidue  of  the  two  thoufand  five 
4  hundred  pounds,  land  of  inheritance  formerly  affigned 
4  Lieutenant  General  Cromwell  by  this  houfe,  may  be 
4  fpeedily  fettled  upon  him,   and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  and 
4  he   put  in  the   prefent  pofTeilion  of  it;   and  likewife  to 
4  confider  of  an  entertainment  for  his  prefent  fubfiftence  ;  (/)  Journal, 
4  and  to  bring  in  an  ordinance  to  this  purpofe  (  f)?     And  J*n.*  23> 
it  was  moreover  ordered  a  few  days  afterwards,   4  that  .     5* 
4  Mr.  Lijle  do  bring  in  an  ordinance  for  the  full  grant- 
4   ing  unto,  and  fettling  upon  Lieutenant  General  Crom- 
4  well,     and    his   heirs,    the    manors   of  Abherjlon  and 
4  LchelU  with   the  rights,  members  and    appurtenances 
4  thereof,   in  the  county  of  Southampton  ;  being  the  lands 
4   of  J.ohn   Lord  Marquis  of  Winchejlet,   a   delinquent, 
4  that  hath   been  in  arms  as;a:nn:  the  parliament,  and  ^(gUonrna*» 
4  Papift  (g).9     What  the  event  of  this  laft   order  v/as  I  1645.  ' 
cannot  find;  but    by  the  following  letter  of  Oliver  St. 
John   to  Cromwell,  it   appears  that  the    houfe  of  com- 
mons had  liberally  rewarded  him  for  his  fervices. 


Dears 
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Deare  Sir, 

6  T  Have  herewithall  fente  you  the  order  of  the  houfe 
4  4  of  commons  for  fettling  2500  L  per  annum  upon 
€  you  and  your  beires,  and  the  ordinance  of  parliament 
6  in  purfuance  thereof  in  part,  whereby  the  lands  there- 
c  in  mentioned,  being  all  the  lands  of  the  Earie  of  War- 
&  cefter  in  that  county,  are    fettled   upon  you.     I  have 

*  likewife  fent  you  a  rent-roll  of  the  quit-rents.     The 

*  manors  confift   moft   of  old  rents.     There  are  three 

*  advowfons.     I  am  told  by  Col.  Norton  and  Mr.  TVbee- 

*  ler,  whoe  know  the  lands,  that  they  are  accounted 
4    100  1.  p.  arm. 

c  I   endeavoured   to  pafie  this  for  the  prefent,  rather 

*  than   to  have  flayed  longer  to  make  up  the  whole. 

*  Your  patent  was  fpeedily  prepared,  and  is  this  day 
'  paffed  the  great  feal.  I  have  not  fente  it  downe,  but 
'  will  keepe  it  for  you,  until  I  receive  your  direction  to 
'  whom  to  deliver  it.  The  charges  of  pafling  the  or- 
f  dinances  to  the  clerkes,  and  of  the  feale,  my  clerke 
6  of  the  patents  hath  fatisfted  ;  you  fhall  hereafter  know 

*  what  they  come  to.  I  delivered  a  copy  of  the  ordi- 
4  nance  to  Mr.  Lijle  to  fend  it  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
c  queflrations,  whoe  hath,  together  with  a  letter  to 
€  them,  defyred,  that  the  fequeftrators  take  care  that  no 

*  wrong  be  done  to  the  lands.     That  which  principally 

*  moved  me  to  it  was,  becaufe  I  heard,  there  weare 
6  goodly  woods,  and  that  much  had  been  formerly  cut, 

*  that  for  the  future  a  flop  might  be  made.  By  the  or- 
6  dinance  Jest  you,  you  will  be  auclorized  to  fend  fome 
6  bayiiffe  of  your  owne  to  hufband  the  lands  to  your 
f  beft  advantage,  which  would  be  donefpeedilie.     There 

*  is  another  order  of  the  houfe   for  preparinge  an  ordi- 

*  nance  for  a  goodly  houfe  and  other  lands  in  Hampjbirey 

*  of  the   Marquifle   di  l¥ inch  eft  ers.     Wee  had    thought 

*  to  have  had  them  in  the  ordinance,  already  pafTed, 
4  but  by  abfence  of  fome,  when  I  brought  in  the  other, 

*  that  fayled.  Perhaps  it  is  better  as  it  is,  and  that  the 
\  addition    might   have  flayed   this.      You    know   to 

'  whome 


vur- 
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infpired  him  with  confidence  (aa)  and  am- 

'  bition, 


€  whome  the  Marquife  hath  relation  *,  and  in  regard 

*  that  our  commiffion  for  the  feale  ends  with  this 
f  month,  I  defyred  rather  for  the  prefente  to  pafle  this, 
f  than  to  hazard  the  delay.     Mr.  Lijle  was  ordered  to 

*  bring  in  the  other  ordinance  y  it  is  not  yet  done.  Sir, 
'  Mr.  Wallop,  Mr.  Lijle,  Sir  Thomas  Germayne,  have 
6  been  real  friends  to  you  in   this  bufmefs,  and  heartily 

*  defire  to  have  you  feated,  if  poffihle,  in  their  country. 

*  Remember  by  the  next  to  take  notice  hereof  by  letter  ^  xhi 
6  unto  them  (b).'>        I  know  not  what  the  patent  men-  loe,  vol.  u 
tioned  in  this  letter  means,  unlefs  the  following  refo-  ?*  7S« 
iution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Dec.    I,    1645,  will 
explain  it.     *  Refolved,  that  the  title  and  dignity  of  a 

*  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  with  all  rights, 
€  priviledges,  pre-eminences,  and  precedencies,  to  the 

*  laid  title  and  dignity  belonging  or  appertaining,  be 
f  conferred  and  fettled  on  Lieutenant  General  Oliver 
€  Cromwell,  and   the  heirs  males  of  his  body:  and  that 

*  his  Majefty  be  defired,  in  thefe  proportions,  [for  a 
<  peace]  to  grant   and   confer  the  faid  title  and  dignity 

*  upon  him,  and  the  heirs  males  of  his  body  accord- 
f  ingly  :  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  former  committee, 
4  to  confider  of  a  fit  way  and  manner  for  the  perfecting 

«  hereof  (*').'— Here  are  proofs  fufTicient  of  the  bounty  W  Journ^ 
of  Oliver's  matters. 

(aa)  His  Juccejs  and  his  inter ejl  in  the  army,  infpired 
him  with  ambition,  &c]  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  we  have 
ktn,  was  conftituted  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  new  modelled  army  ;  and  he  behaved,  as  it  is 
well  known,  with  great  bravery  and  conduct.  But  his 
talents  were  chiefly  of  the  military  kind.  He  had  no 
inclination  for  intrigues;  no  ambitious  views;  and 
therefore  flood  not  in  need  of  thofe  arts  which  are  requi- 
re to  obtain  confidence  and   power.      He  contented 


•  The  Marquifs  of  Wincheftcr  married  the  half-fifter  of  the  Earl  of 
Eflex.     Ludlow,  yoI.  i.  p.  158. 

him- 


'4° 


F 


h-Imfelf  with  di  (charging  the  clones  of  a  good  genera!, 
and    troubled   not   himfelf   with   any   thing  bej 
Crcmmell  bad  other  things  in  his  head.     He- fought  not 


i    .  •     -..-.  -.< 
Jliftory  of 

cy?  patfe  i, 

(f)  13.  pasit 
5i?  p,  so- 


fas) Ms- 


sneerty  for  nis  matters?  or  out  of  aeas   for  toe  cauie^- 

though  zeal  he  undoubtedly  had  ;  hut  thai  he  might  one 
time  or  other  take  the  leaefs  and  gratify  his  own.  bound- 
lefs  ambition.  He  therefore  made,  his  court  to  all  the- 
officers  and  £b!diers:i  and  became  at  length  fo  popular,. 
as  to  he  looked  ©a  by  friends  and  foes  as  the  chief  a&or 
m  the  interesting  icenes  exhibited  by  the  army.  *  Fair-. 
&  fax  was  viewed,  as  a  gentleman  of  an  irrational  and 

*  br&tifh,  valour,  fitter  to  follow  another  man's  cosnfel 
&  than  his  own,  and  obnoxious  to  Cramweli  an4  the  in- 

*  dependant  faclion  (upon  whole  bottom  he  Hands)  for 
*!*  his  preferment,,,  is  being  no  dsihonowc  to  him-  to  be- 
^  come  the  property  of  a  powerful  faction  |i}*f     But 

Crmmiell  was  defcribed  &  as  a  head  fchoolrnalleT-..  in  the 
4  parliament,,  (sreprefented  as  a  free-fchool  when  fub-; 
15  je&ed  to  the  will  of  the  army)  Irtign  ofher5  and  (that 

*  cypher)  Fairfax  pre  pout  of  (/}/  And  MalLs  fays- 
a  from  the  beginning  of  the  new  modelling,  the  army,, 

*  it  was  intended,  by  his   party,  that  Cf&mwdl  ^boukl 

*  liaye  the  power.  Sir  Tbamas  Fairfax  only,  the  name  ot 

*  general.3.     And  he  further  character; sea  him,  s  as  one 

*  lit  for  their  turns,  to  do  whatever  they  will  have  him,, 
&  without  con&dexing  or  bemg  able  to  judge  whether 

4*«  Jhonoar'abfe  or  honeft  (»).:*  -Tkefe  characters  §>i}Fair+ 
fax  feem  very  fevere,  and  one  would  be  apt  to  think^ 
ought  to  be  read  with  feme  allowances.,  as.  coming  fro  Em 
men  heated  with  refentment,  and  foes  to  the  general^ 
and  his  army.  But  the  following  parages  from  his  owra 
Memoirs.,  will  fhew  us  that  there  Is  much  truth  in  what 
is  above  written-  though  couched  in  a  fharo  and  adver- 
fary-Iike  fiyle.  His  iktle  influence  and  authority  in  the 
army  over  which' he  had  the  name  of  general,  be  thas 
describes.     s  From  the  time  they  [the  army] 'declared 

*  their  ufurped  authority  at  Tripfo%p-Heatb>  1  never  gave 

§  fc  jxiy 
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the  authority  from  whence  he  derived  hi 

pov 


*  my  free  confent  to  any- thing  they  did:  but  being  yet 

*  undischarged  of  my  place,  they  fet  my  name  in  way 
6  of  courfe  to  all  their  papers,  whether   I  conferred   or 

*  not : 'and  to  fuch'  failings  are  ail  authorities  fubject. 
4  Under  parliamentary  authority  many  injuries  have  been 

*  done ;  fo  here  hath  a  general's  power  been  broken  and 
4  crumbled  into  a  levelling  faction.  Yet  even  this3  I 
4  hope,  all  impartial  judges  will  interprit  as  force  and 
€  ravifhment  of  a  good  name,  rather  than  a  voluntary 
c  eonfent,  which  might  make  me  equally  criminal  with 
4  that  faction.  And  if  in  a  multitude  of  words3  mucli 
4  more  in  a  multitude  of  aclions,  there  mull    be  fome 

c  tranfgreflions;  yet   I  can  truly   fay,  they  were  n ever  M^morSi" 
4  defignedly,  or  wilfully  committed  by  me  («).'  -  p.  nj,  Sra 

This  fhews  perfectly  the  mars.  — Let  us  now  proceed  l6jl2« 
to  view  the  ambition  of  Cromwell  which  had  full  fcope 
for  action  under  fuch  a  leader,  Ludkw9  fpeaking  of  the 
fituation  of  affairs  after  the  King  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  parliament's  comrnfmoners  by  the  Serfs  9 
fays,  6  Walking  one  day  with  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
fc  well  In  Sir  Robert  Cotton  s  garden,  he  inveighed  'bit- 
4  teriy  againft    them,  [the    parliament]  faying  in  a  fa- 

*  miliar  way  to  me,  if  thy  father  were  alive,  he  would 
4  let  fome  of  them   hear  what  they    deferved :  add i no- 

*  farther,  that  it  was  a-miferable  thing  to  ferve  a  parlia- 
4  ment;  to  whom  let  a  man  be  never  fo  faithful,  if  one 
4  pragmatical    fellow  rife  up  and  afperfe  him,    he  (hall 

*  never  wipe  it  off.  Whereas,  faid  he,  when  one  ferves 
4  under  a  general,  he  may  do  as  much  fervice,  and  yet 
4  be  free  from  all  blame  and  envy.  This  text,  together 
4  with  the  comment  his  after  actions  put  upon  it,  hatb. 
4  fince  perfwaded  me,  that  he  had  already  conceived  the 
'  defign  of  destroying  the  civil  authority,  and  fettirig 
4  up  of  himfelf  -3  and  that  he  took  that  opportunity  to 
4  feel  my  pulfe,  whether  I  were  a  fit  inftrument  to  be 
4  employed  by  him  to  thofe  ends.  But  having  replied 
4  to  his  difcourfe,   that   we  ought  to  perform  the  duty 

<  of 
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power.     For  the  war  being  ended  in  jfuly 

1 646  j, 

*  of  our  ftations,  and  truft  God  with  our  honour^ 
e  power  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  not  permitting  any 

*  fuch  confiderations  to  difcourage  us  from  the  profecu- 
fa)  Vol.  j.  *  ^on  °f  our  duty,  I  never  heard  any  thing  more  from 
P*  187.  *  him  upon  that  point  (0). '  The  fame  writer,  after  tel- 
ling us  that  fome  menacing  expreffions  fell  from  fome 
members  of  parliament,  on  occafion  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  refufing  to  difband  on  their  command,  adds, 
c  Lieutenant-general  Cromwell  took  the  occafion  to 
'  whifper  me  in  the  ear,  faying,  Thefe  men  will  never 

*  leave  till  the  army  pull  them  out  by  the  ears :  whiqh 
c  expreffion  I  fhould  have  refented,  if  the  ftate  of  our 

ago   '  p*      '  affairs  would   have  permitted  (/>}/ But  nothing  fo 

fully  fets  forth  the  arts  and  ambition  of  Cromwell  as  a 
paper  printed  in  Tburloe's  correfpondence,  entitled  c  Sun- 
6  dry  Reafons  inducing  Major  Robert  Huntington  to  lay 

*  down   his   commiffion,   humbly    prefented  to  the  ho- 

*  nourable  houfes  of  parliament.'  It  is  long,  but  it 
would  be  a  wrong  to  the  reader  as  well  as  the  fubjecl:  to 

abridge  it.— c  Having  taken  up  arms,   fays  he,   in 

c  defence  of  the  authority  and  power  of  King  and  par- 

*  liament,  under  the  command  of  the  Lord   Grey  of 

*  Warke9   and    the  Earl  of  Manchejler,  during  their  fe- 

*  veral  employments  with  the  forces  of  the  eaftern  afTo- 
6  ciation,    and   at  the.  modelling  of  this  army  under 

*  the  prefent  lieutenant-general,  having  been  appointed 
s  by  the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament,  a  major  to 

*  the  now  regiment  of  lieutenant-general  Cromwell ;  in 

*  each  of  which  employments   having  ferved  conftantly 

5  and  faithfully,  anfwerable  to  the  truft  repofed  in  me ; 

*  and  having  Ltely  quit  the  faid  employment^  and  laid 
4  down  my  commiffion,  I  hold  myfelf  tyed  both  in 
4  duty  and  confcience  to  render  the  true  reafons  thereof* 

6  which  in  the  general  is  briefly  this:  becaufe  the  prin- 
&  ciples,  defigns,  and  aclions  of  thofe  officers,  which 
1  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  army,   are  (as  I  con- 

*  ceive)  very  repugnant,  and  deftru£tive  to  the  honour 

*  and 
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2646,  the  foldiery,  iniiigated    by  Cromwell, 

refufed 

6  andlafety  of  the  parliament  and  kingdom,  from  whom 

*  they  derive  their  authority.  The  particulars  whereof 
€  (being   a  breviat  of  my  fad  obfervations)  will  appear 

*  in  the  following  narrative. 

*  Firft,  that  upon  the  orders  of  parliament  for  difband- 

*  ing  this  army,  lieutenant  general  Cromwell  and  com- 

*  mifTary-general   Ireton,    were    fent   commiffioners   to 

*  Walden^  to  reduce  the  army  to  their  obedience,  but 
c  more  efpecially,  in  order  to  the  prefent  fupply  of  farces 
fi  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland.  But  they,  contrary  to  the 
'  truft  repofed  in  them,  very  much  hindered  that  fer- 
c  vice,  not  only  by  difcountenancing  thofe  that  were 
c  obedient   and  willing,  but  alfo  by  giving  encourage- 

*  ment  to  the  unwilling  and  difohedient,  declaring  tha£ 
6  there  had  lately  been  much  cruelty  and  injuftice  in  the 
4  parliament's  proceedings  againft.  them,  meaning  the 
c  army.  And  commifTary-general  Ireton,  in  further  pur- 
6  fuance  thereof,  framed  thofe  papers  and  writings  then 

*  fent  from  the  army  to  the  parliament  and  kingdom, 
c  faying   alfo  to  the  agitators,  that   it    was  then  lawful 

*  and  fit  for  us  to  deny  difbanding,  'till  we  had  received 

*  equal  and   full  fatisfa£iion  for  our  pall:  fervice  :  lieu- 

*  tenant-general  Cromwell  further  adding,  that  we  were 

*  in  a  double  capacity,  as  foldiers,  and  as  commoners. 

*  And  when  upon  the  rendezvous  at  Triplow-heath,  the 
<•  commiffioners  of  parliament,  according  to   their  or- 

*  ders,  acquainted  every  regiment   with  what  the  par- 

*  liament  had  already  done,  and  would  further  do,  in 
'  order  to  the  defires  of  the  army,  the  foldiers  being  be- 

*  fore   prepared,  and  notwithstanding  any  thing  could 

*  be  faid  or  offered  to  them  by  the  commiffioners,  they 

*  ftill   cried  out   for  Juftice,  Juftice.     And   for   the  ef- 

*  feeling  of  their  further  purpofes,   advice  was  given  by 

*  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  and  commifiary-general 
c  Iretov,  to  remove   the  King's  perfon   from  Holdenby, 

*  or  to  fecure  him  there  by  other  guards  than  thofe  ap- 
K  pointed    by  the  commiffioners   of  parliament;  which 

c  was 
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refafed  to  difband>   pr  be  ient  into  Ireland* 


though 


s  was  thought  moft  fit  to  be  carried  on  by  the  private 
'  foldiery  of  the  army,  and  promoted   by  the  agitators 
'  of  each    regiment,  whofe  firft  bufinefs  was  to  fecure 
the   garrifon   of  Oxford,  with  the  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion there;  from  thence  to  march  to  Holdenby,  in  pro- 
fecution  of  the  former  advice  ;  which  Was  accordingly 
adied  by   cornet  'Joyce,  who    when   he  had  done  the 
bufinefs,  fent   a    letter  to  the  general  then  at  Keinton, 
acquainting  his  excellency,  that  the  King  was  on  his 
masch  towards  Newmarket.     The  general  being  trou- 
bled   thereat,  told   commifTary-general  Ireion,  that  he 
did  not  like  it,  demanding   withall  who  gave  thofe 
orders.      He  replied,  that  he  gave  orders  only  for  fe~ 
curing   the  King  there,  and  not  for  taking  him  away 
from    thence.     Lieutenant-general    Cromwell  coming 
then    from   London,  faid,  if  this  had  not  been  done, 
1  the  King  would   have  been  fetched   away  by  order  of 
parliament;   or   elfe    colonel  Graves  by   the  advice  of 
the  commirlioners  would   have    carried   him  to   Lon- 
don, throwing  themfelves  upon    the  favour  of  parlia- 
ment for  that   fervice.     The  fame  day   cornet  Joyce 
being    told  the  general   was  difpleafed   with  him  for 
bringing   the  King  from  Holdcnby,  he    anfwered  that 
lieutenant-general  Cromwell  gave  him  orders  at  Lcndoni 
to  do   what  he   had  done    both  there  and  at  Oxford* 
The  perfon-  of  the  King  being  now  in  the  power  of  the 
army,  the  bufinefs  of  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  was 
to  court  his  rVfajefty  (both  by  members  of  the   army, 
and  feveral  gentlemen  formerly  in  the  King's  fervice) 
into  a  good  opinion  and  belief  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  army,  as  alfo  into  a  difaffeclion  and  diflike  of  the 
proceedings    of  parliament ;    pretending  to  fhew  that 
his    Majefties    interefts  would  far  better  fuit  with  the 
principles  of  Independency,  than  of  Prefbytery.     And 
when  the  King  did  alledge,  (as  many  times  he  did) 
that    the  power   of   parliament  was  the    power,    by 
which    we  fought,  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  would 

'  reply, 
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though    commanded    by     the    parliament  ; 

eredted 


repfy,  that  we  were  not  only  foldiers,  but  commoners  ; 
promifing  that  the  army  would  be  for  the  King  in  the 
fettlement  of  his  whole  bufinefs,  if  the  King  and  his 
party  would  fit  frill,  and  not  declare  nor  ad:  againft 
the  army,  but  give  them  leave  only  to  manage  the 
prefent  bufinefs  in  hand. 

6  That  when  the  King  was  at  Newmarket,  the  par- 
liament thought  fit  to  fend  to  his  Majefty,  humbly 
defiring,  that,  in  order  to  his  fafety  and  their  addref- 
fes  for  a  fpeedy  fettlement,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  come 
to  Richmond,  Contrary  hereunto,  refolution  was  ta- 
ken by  the  aforefaid  officers  of  the  army,  that  if  the 
King  would  not  be  diverted  by  perforation  (to  which 
his  Majefty  was  very  oppofite)  that  then  they  would 
flop  him  by  force  at  Ro^Jlon,  where  his  Majefty  was 
to  lodge  the  firft  night,  keeping  accordingly  continual^ 
guard  upon  him,  againft  any  power  that  fliould  be  fent 
by  order  of  parliament  to  take  him  from  us :  and  to 
this  purpofe  out-guards  were  alfo  kept  to  prevent  his 
efcape  from  us  with  the  commiftioners,  of  whom  we 
had  fpecial  orders  given  to  be  careful,  for  that  thev* 
did  daily  fhew  a  diflike  to  the  prefent  proceedings  of 
the  army  againft  the  parliament,  and  that  the  King 
was  moft  converfant  and  private  in  d:fcourfe  with 
them,  his  Majefiy  faying,  that  if  any  man  fhould 
hinder  his  going  (now  his  houfes  had  defired  him  upon 
his  late  meftage  of  12  May,  1647)  it  fhould  be  done 
by  force,  and  laying  hold  on  his  bridle  ;  which  if  any 
were  fo  bold  to  do,  he  would  endeavour  to  make  it 
his  laft.  But  contrary  to  hisMajefties  expectation,  the 
next  morning  when  the  King  and  the  officers  of  the 
army  were  putting  this  to  an  lftue,  came  the  votes  of 
both  houfes  to  the  King  of  their  compliance  with  that 
which  the  army  formerly  defired.  After  which  his 
Majefty  did  incline  to  hearken  to  the  defires  of  the 
army,  and  not  before. 

L  <  Where- 
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ere&ed  a  council  of  officers  and   agitators, 


to 


c  Whereupon  at  Caver/ham^  the  King  was  continually 
s  follicited  by  meffengers  from  lieutenant-general  Crom- 

*  well  and  commifTary- general  Ireton^  proffering  any 
fi  thing  his    Majefty  fhould  defire,  as   revenues,  chap- 

*  lains,  wife,  children,  fervants   of  his  own,  vifitatiom 

*  of  friends,  accefs  of  letters,  and  (by  commiffary-ge- 
4  neral  Ireton)  that   his   negative  voice  fhould   not  be 

*  meddled  withal,  and  that  he  had  convinced  thofe  that 
'  reafoned  againft  it  at  a  general  council  of  the  army  5 
<  and  all  this  they  would  do,  that  his  Majefty  might  the 

*  better  fee  into  all  our  actions,  and  know  our  princi- 

*  pies,  which  lead  us  to  give  him  all  thefe  things  out  of 

*  confcience  ;  for  that  we  were  not  a  people  hating  his 

*  Majefties  perfon  or  monarchical  government,  but 
'  that  we  liked  it  as  the  beft,  and  that  by  this  King ; 
4  faying  alfo,  that  they  did  hold  it  a  very  unreafonable 

*  thing  for  the  parliament  to  abridge  him  of  them  ;  of- 

*  ten  promifing,  that  if  his  Majefty  would  fit  (till,  and 

*  not  act  againft  them,  they  would  in  the  firft  place  re- 

*  ftore  him  to  all  thefe,  and  upon  the  fettlement  of  our 

*  own  juft  rights  and  liberties,  make  him  the  moft  glo- 
8  rious  prince  in  Chriftendom.     That  to  this  purpofe, 

*  for  a  fettlement   they  were  making  feveral   propofals, 

*  to  be  offered  to  the  commiffioners  of  parliament  then 

*  fent  down  to   the   army,  which  fhould  be   as  bounds 

*  for  our  party  as  to  the  King's  bufinefs ;  and  that  his 

*  Majefty  fhould  have  liberty  to  get  as  much  of  thefe 
4  abated  as  he  could,  for  that  many  things  therein  were 

*  propofed  only  to  give  fatisfaclion  to  others,  who  were 

*  our  friends ;  promifing  the  King,  that  at  the  fame 
4  time  the  commiilioners  of  parliament  fhould  fee  thefe 
1  propofals,  his  Majefty  fhould  have  a  copy  of  them 
6  alfo,  pretending  to  carry  \  very  equal  hand  between 
6  King  and  parliament,  in  order  to  the  fettlement  of 

*  the   kingdom  by  him;  which  befides  their  own  judg- 

*  ments  and  confcience,  they  did  fee  a  neceflity  of  it  as 

*  m 
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confult    of  and    manage    their   affairs  ^ 

talked 


to  the  people;  Commiilary-- general  heton  further  fay- 
ing, that  what  was  offered  in  thefe  propofals  fhould 
be  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  that  if  there  were  but  fix 
men  in  the  kingdom  that  would  fight  to  make  them 
good,  he  would  make  the  feventh  againft  any  power, 
that  (riould  oppofe  them. 

'  The  head  quarters  being  removed  from  Reading  to 
Bedford)  his  Majefty  to  Woburne,  the  propofals  were 
given  to  me  by  commiflary  general  Ireton,  to  prefent 
to  the  King ;  which  his  Majefty  having  read,  told 
me,  that  he  would  never  treat  with  army  or  parlia- 
ment  upon  thefe  propofals,  as  he  was  then  minded. 
But  the  next  day  his  Majefty  undemanding,  that  a 
force  was  put  on  his  houfes  of  parliament,  by  a  tu- 
mult, fent  for  me  again,  and  faid  unto  me  :  Go  along 
with  Sir  jfo.  Berkely  to  your  general  and  lieutenant- 
general,  and  tell  them,  that  to  avoid  a  new  war,  I 
will  now  treat  with  them  upon  their  propofals,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  in  order  to  a  peace :  only  let  me  be  faved 
in  honor  and  confcience.  Sir  %fo.  Berkely  falling  fick 
by  the  way,  I  delivered  this  meffage  to  the  lieutenant- 
general  and  to  com  miliary  general  Ireton,  who  ad- 
vifed  me  not  to  acquaint  the  general  with  it,  till  ten 
or  twelve  officers  of  the  army  were  met  together  at 
the  general's  quarters,  and  then  they  would  bethink 
themfelves  of  fome  perfons  to  be  fent  to  the  King 
about  it.  And  accordingly  commifTary-general  Ireton, 
colonel  Rainjborow,  colonel  Hammond,  and  colonel 
Rich j  attended  the  King  at  Wcbume  for  three  hours 
together,  debating  the  whole  bufincfs  with  the  King, 
upon  the  propofals ;  upon  which  debate,  many  of  the 
moft  material  things  the  King  difliked,  were  afterwards 
{truck  out,  and  many  other  things  much  abated  by 
promifes  ;  whereupon  hij  Majefty  was  pretty  well  fa- 
tisfied.  Within  a  day  or  two  after  this,  his  Majefty 
removed  to  Stoke,  and  there  calling  for  me,  told  me, 
he  feared   an  engagement  between  the  city  and  the 

L  2  '  army, 
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talked   infolently   of,  and    petitioned  rudely 

\    the 

c  army,  faying,  he  had  not  time  to  write  any  thing  un- 
1  der  his  hand,  but  would  fend  it  to  the  general  after 
6  me  5  commanding  me  to  tell  commiffary-general  Ire- 

*  ton,  with  whom   he  had   formerly  treated  upon   the 

'  propofals,  that  he  would  wholly  throw  himfelf  upon  , 
c  us,  and   truft  us  for  a  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  as 

*  we  had  promifed ;  faying,  if  we  proved  honeft  men, 

*  we  fhould  without  queftion  make  the  kingdom  happy, 

*  and  fave  much  fhedding  of  blood.     This  mefTage  from 

*  his   Majefty  I  delivered  to  com  ml  flary-  general  Ireton^ 

*  at  Colebrooke^  who  feemed  to  receive  it  with  joy,  fay- 

*  ing,  that  we  fhould  be  the  verieft  knaves  that  ever 
4  lived,  if  in  every  thing  we  made  not  good  whatever 

;■*  we  had  promifed,  becaufe  the  King,  by  his  not  de- 
6  daring  againft  us,  had  given  us  great  advantage  againft: 
s  our  adverfaries.  After  our  marching  through  London 
4  with   the  army,  his  Majefty  being  at  Hampton-Court  y 

*  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  and  commifiary-general 
4  Ireton  fent  the  King  word  feveral  times,  that  the  rea- 

*  fon  why  they  made  no  more  hafte  in  his  bufinefs  was, 

*  becaufe  the  party,  which   did  then    fit  in  the  houfe, 

*  (while  Pelham  was  fpeaker)  did  much  obftrucl:  the  bu- 
4  fineis,  fo  that  they  could  not  carry  it  on  at  prefent ; 
'  the  lieutenant-general  often  faying,  really  they  mould 
4  be  pulled  out  by  the  ears  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  caufed 

*  a  regiment  of  hoife  to  rendezvous  at  Hyde-Park,  to 

*  put  that  in  execution  (as  he  himfelf  exprefled)  had  it 

*  not  been  carried  by  vote  in    the  houfe  that  day  as  he 

*  defired.     The  day  before,  the  parliament  voted  once 

*  more  the  fending  of  the  proportions  of  both  kingdoms 
4  to  the  King,  by  the  commiffioners  of  each  kingdom 

*  at  Hatnp  on-Court;  commillary-general  Ireton  bade  me 
4  tell  the  King,  that  fuch    a   thing  was  to  be  done  to- 

*  morrow   in  the  houfe,  but   his  Majefty  need  not  be 

*  troubled    at  it,   for  that  they  intended  it  to  no  other 

*  end  but  to  make  good  fome  promifes  of  the  parlia- 
'  nient,  which  the  nation  of  Scotland  expe&ed  perform- 

*  ancc 
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the  two  houfes;  prefcribed  to  them  the  terms 


on 


ance  of.  And  that  it  was  not  expected  or  defired,  his 
Majefty  fhould  either  fign  them,  or  treat  upon  them, 
for  which  there  fhould  be  no  advantage  taken  a- 
gainft  the  King.  Upon  the  delivery  of  which  mef- 
fage,  his  Majefty  replyed,  he  knew  not  what  anfwer 
to  give  to  pleafe  all  without  a  treaty.  Next  day  after 
this  vote  pafTed,  the  lieutenant-general  afking  me 
thereupon,  if  the  King  did  not  wonder  at  thefe  votes, 
1  told  him  no  ;  for  that  commiiTary-general  Ireton  had 
fent  fuch  a  meflage  by  me  the  day  before  the  vote  pafTed, 
to  fignify  the  reafon  of  it.  The  lieutenant-general  re- 
plied, that  really  it  was  the  truth,  and  that  we  (fpeak- 
ing  of  the  parliament)  intended  nothing  elfe  by  it, 
but  to  fatisfy  the  Scott,  which  otherwife  might  be 
troublefome.  And  the  lieutenant-general,  and  com- 
mifTary-general  enquiring  after  his  Majefties  anfwer 
to  the  proportions,  and  what  it  would  be,  it  was 
fhewed  them  both  privately  in  a  garden-houfe  at  Put- 
my,  and  in  fome  parts  amended  to  their  own  minds. 
But  before  this,  the  King  doubting  what  anfwer  to 
give,  fent  me  to  lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  as  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  army,  fearing 
they  intended  not  to  make  good  what  they  had  pro- 
mised, and  the  rather  becaufe  his  Majefty  underftood 
that  lieutenant  general  Cromwell  and  cornmiftary-ge- 
neral  Ireton  agreed  with  the  reft  of  the  houfe  in  fome 
late  votes  that  oppofed  the  propofals  of  the  arrny.^ 
They  feveraily  replied,  that  they  would  not  have  his 
Majefty  miftruft  them,  for  that  fince  the  houfe  would 
go  fo  high,  they  only  concurred  with  them,  that  their 
unreafonablenefs  might  the  better  appear  to  the  king- 
dom. And  the  lieutenant-general  bade  mc  further 
allure  the  King,  that  if  the  army  remained  an  army, 
his  Majefty  {hould  truft  the  propofals  with  what  was 
promifed  to  be  the  worft  of  his  conditions,  which 
(hould  be  made  for  him ;  and  then  ftriking  his  hand 
on   his  breaft  in  his  chamber  at  Putney,  bade  me  tell 
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on   which    alone,  as  they  faid,  they  would 

return 

*  the  King,  he  might  reft  confident  and  affured  of  it. 
'  And  many  times  the  fame  meflage  hath  been  fent  to 

*  the  King  from  them  both,  with  this  addition  from 
6  commiiTary- general  Jreton,  that  they  would  purge, 
6  and  purge,  and  never  leave    purging  the  houfes,  till 

*  they   had  made   them  of  fuch  a  temper,  as  fhould  do 

*  his  Majefties   bufinefs ;  and  rather   than  they  would 

*  fall  fhort  of  what  was  promifed,  he  would  join  with 
'  French)  Spaniard,  cavalier,  or  any  that  would  join 
'  with  him  to  force  them  to  it.  Upon  the  delivery  of 
c  which  mefTage,  the  King  made  anfwer,  that  if  they 
6  do,  they  would  do  more  than  he  durft  do.     After  this 

*  the  delay  of  the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom  was  ex- 
c  cufed  upon  the  commotions  of  colonel  Martin  and  co- 
&  lonel  Rain/borough^  with  their  adherents  j  the  lieute- 
c  nant-general  faying,  that  fpeedy  courfe  rnuft,  be  taken 
&  for  outing  of  them  the  houfe  and  army,  becaufe  they 
£  were  now  putting  the  army  into  a  mutiny,  by  having 
6  hand  in  publifhing  feveral  printed  papers,  calling  them- 

*  felves  the  agents  of  five  regiments,  and  the  agreement 
'  of  the  people,  although  fome  men  had  encouragement 

*  from  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  for  the  profecution  of 

*  thofe  papers. 

6  And  he  being  further  preft  to  mew  himfelf  in  it, 
"*  he  defired  to  be  excufed  at  the  prefent,  for  that  he 
'  might  fhew  himfelf  hereafter  for  their  better  advan- 
c  tage;  though  in  the  company  of  thofe  men,    which 

*  were  of  different    judgments,    he   would    often   fay, 

*  that  thefe  people  were  a  giddy-headed  party,  and  that 

*  there  was  no  truft  or  truth  in  them  ;  and  to  that  purpofe 

*  wrote  a  letter  to  col.  Whaley  that  day  the  King  went 
c  from  Hampton-Court,  intimating  doubtfully  that  his 
4  Majefties  perfon  was  in  danger  from  them,  and  that  he 

*  fhould  keep  out  guard  to  prevent  them  ;  which  letter 

*  was  prefently   fhewed   to   the  King  by   col.  Whaley. 

*  That  about  fix  days  after,  when  it  was  fully  known  by 

*  the  parliament   and  army,  that  the  King  was  in  the 

«  ifle 
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return   into  private  life,  and  live  as  citizens 

and 


ifle  of  fright-,  commiiTary- general  Ireton  ftanding  by 
the  fire-fide  in  his  quarters  at  KingJiony  and  fome  fpeak- 
ing  of  an  agreement  likely  to  be  made  between  th« 
King  and   parliament,  now  the  perfon  of  the  King 
was  out  of  the  power  of  the  army ;  commiffary-ge- 
neral  Ireton  replied  with  a  difcontented  countenance, 
that  he  hoped   it  would  be  fuch  a  peace  as  we  might 
with  a^ood  confcience  fight  againft.  them  both.     Thus 
they,  who  at  the  £rft  taking  the  King  from  Holdcnby 
into  the  power  of  the  army,  cried  down  prefbyterian 
government,    the  proceedings  of  this   prefent  parlia- 
ment, and  their   perpetuity,  and  inftead  thereof  held 
forth  an  earned  inclination  to  a  moderated  epifcopacys 
with    a   new  election  of   members    to  fit   in   parlia- 
ment for  the  fpeedy  fettlement  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
afterwards  when  the  eleven  members  had  left  thehoufe5 
and  the  marching  through  London  with  the  army,  the 
feven  lords  impeached,  the  four  aldermen    of  London 
committed  to  the  Tower,   and  other  citizens  committed 
alfo,  then    again   they  cried   up    prefbyterian  govern- 
ment, the  perpetuity  of  this  prefent  parliament,  lieu- 
tenant general  Cromwell  farther  pleafing  himfelf  with 
the  great  fums  of  money,  which  were  in  arrears  from 
each  county  to  the  army,  and  the  taxes  of  60,000/. 
per  month  for  our  maintenance.     Now,  faith  he,  we 
may  be,  for  ought  I  know,  an  army  as  long  as  we  live. 
And  fince  the  fending  for  the  orders  of  parliament  for 
the  calling  of  their  members  together,  lieutenant-ge- 
neral  Cromwell  perceiving   the  houfes   would  not  an- 
fwer  his  expectation,  he  is  now  again  uttering  words 
perfwading    the   hearers    to  a   prejudice    againft   pro- 
ceedings of  parliament,  again  crying  down  the  pref- 
byterian government,  fetting  up  a  fingle  intereft,  which 
he   calls  an  honeft  intereft,   and  that  we  have  done  ill 
in  forfiking  it.     To  this  purpofe  it  was  lately  thought 
fit,   to  put  the  army  upon  chufing  new  agitators,   and 
to  draw  forth  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  60  or  70 
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and    fubjects;  and  even  compelled  the  par- 
liament by   whofe  authority  they  had  been 

raifed, 


4  of  the  members  thereof,  much  agreeing  with  his  words 
4  he  fpake  formerly  in  his  chamber  at  Kingston,  faying, 
4  What  a  fway  Stapelton  and  Holies  had  heretofore  in 
4  the  kingdom,  and  he  knew  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
4  but  that  he  was  as.  well  able  to  govern  the  kingdom 
4  as  either  of  them  ;   fo   that,    in   all   his  difcourfe,  no- 

*  thing  more  appeared),  than  his  feeking  after  the  go- 
6  vernment  of  King,  parliament,  city  and  kingdom. 
4  For  effecting  whereof  he  thought  it  neceflary,  and 
4  delivered  it  as  his  judgment,  that  a  confiderable  part 
4  of  the  chief  citizens  of  London*  and    fome  in  every 

*  county,  he  clapt  up  in  caftles  and  garrifons,  for  the 
4   more  quiet  and    fubmiffive  carriage  of  every   place  to 

*  which  they  belong :  "further  faying,  That,  from  the 
4  r,fing  of  the  Jate  tumult  in  London,  there  fhould  be  an 
4  occaiion  taken  to  hang  the  recorder  and  aldermen  of 
4  London.,  then  in  the  "fown\  that  the  city  might  fee 
4  the   more  they  did    {fir  in    oppofition,  the  more  they 

*  fhould  fuffer ;  adding,  that  the  city  muff  ruff  be  made 
4  an  examp.'e,  And,  fmce  that  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
4  well  was  fent  down  from  the  parliament,    for  the  re- 

*  ducinsr  the  army  to  their  obedience,  he  hath  moil  fre- 
4  (juently,  in   publick   and   private,  delivered   thefe  en- 

*  fuing  heads,  as  his  principles,  from  whence  all  the 
4  foregoing  particulars  have  enfued,  being  fully  con- 
4  firmed  (as  1  humbly  conceive)  by  his  practice  in  the 
4  tranfaction  of  his  laft  year's  bufinefs. 


4   i.  Fiiff,  that  every  Tingle  man  is  judge  of  juft  and 

*  right,  as  to  the  good  and  ill  of  a  kingdom. 

4  2.  That  the  intereft  of  honefl  men  is  the  intereft 
4  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  thofe  only  are  deemed  ho- 
4  neff.  men  by  him,  that  are  conformable  to  his  judg- 
4  ment  and  practice,  may  appear  in  many  particulars  ; 
4  to  inflance  but  one,  in  the  choice  of  colonel  Rainf- 

*  bfough  to  be  vice-admiral,  lieutenant-general   Crom- 

'  well 
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raifed,    in  whofe   name    they   had   fought, 

and 


well  being  asked  how  he  could  truft  a  man,  whofe  in- 
tereft  was  fo  directly  oppofite  to  what  he  had  profefTed^ 
and  one  whom  he  had  lately  aimed  to  remove  from 
all  places  of  trull:  ?  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  now  re- 
ceived particular  aflurance  from  colonel  Rain/borough^ 
as  g;reat  as  could  be  given  by  man,  that  he  would  be 
conformable  to  the  judgment  and  direction  of  bimfelf 
and  commiflary- general  Ireton,  for  the  managing  of 
the  whole  bufinefs  at  fea. 

♦  3.  That  it  is  lawful  to  pafs  through  any  forms  of 
government  for  the  accomplishing  his  ends;  and  there- 
fore either  to  purge  the  houfes,  and  fupport  the  re- 
maining party,  by  force  everlaftingly,  or  to  put  a  pe- 
riod to  them  by  force,  is  very  lawful  and  fuitable  to 
the  intereft  of  honeftmen. 

4  4.  That  it  is  lawful  to  play  the  knave  with  a 
knave. 

c  Thefe  gentlemen  aforefaid  in  the  army,  thus  princi- 
pled, and  (as  by  many  other  circumftances  might  ap- 
pear) acling  accordingly,  give  too  much  caufe  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  fuccefs  which    may  be  obtained  by  the 
army  (except  timely  prevented  by  the  wifdom  of  the 
parliament)  will  be  made  ufe  of  to  the  deftroying  of 
all  that  power,  for  which  we  flrft  engaged;  and  hav- 
ing,  for   above  thefe  twelve  months   paft  (fadly  and 
with  much  reluctance)  obferved  thefe  feveral  pafTages 
aforefaid,  yet  with  fome  hopes,  that  at  length  there 
might  be  a  returning  to  the  obedience  of  parliament ; 
and,  contrary  hereunto,  knowing  that  refolutions  were 
taken  up,  that,  in  cafe  the  power  of  parliament  can- 
;  not   be  gained  to  countenance  their  defigns,  then  to 
:  proceed  without  it :  I,  therefore,  choofe  to  quit  my- 
1  felf  of  my  command,  wherein  I  have  ferved  the  par- 
1  liament  thefe  five  years  laft  paft,  and  put  myfelf  upon 
:  the  greater!:  hazard  by  difcovering  thefe  truths,  rather 
'  than,  by  hopes  of  gain,  with  a  troubled  mind,  con- 

4  tinuc 
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and  by  whom  they  had  been  paid,  to  erafe 


« 


out 


tinue  an  abettor  or  afiiftant  of  fuch  as  give  affronts 
to  the  parliament  and  kingdom,  by  abufing  their  power 
and  authority,  to  carry  on  their  particular  defigns, 
againft  whom,  in  the  midft  of  danger,  I  {hall  ever 
aver  the  truth  of  this  narrative,  and  my kU  to  be  a 

il!ThUp.  *'*  con^ant>  faithful  and  obedient  fervant  to  the  parlia- 

54.'  *  ment  of  England  (q). 

€  Rob.  Huntington.* 
Jug.  2 ,    1  648. 

This  paper  fully  manifefts  the  principles  and  the  am* 
bition  o\  Cromwell-,  and  is  written  with  fuch  a  fpirit  and 

(>)    Memo-  ajr  Qf  truth,  as  ftrcngly  inclines  one  to  believe  it.     Mr. 

1%J  r*  Whhlock  tells  us,  it  was  confirmed  by  Huntington,  on 
oath,  in  the  houfe  of  lords  (r),  though  no  mention  is  at 
all  made  of  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
This  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  following 
paffages  in  one  of  the  weekly  writers  of  that  time.  '  He 
4  [Huntington]  endeavoured  likewife  to  prefent  it  to  the 
,  c  commons,  but  (fuch  is  the  terror  of  that  huge  trifle, 
c  or  idol   of  the  faction)  that  none  would  be  feen  to 

*  move  in  the  houfe  5    which  being   perceived  by  the 

*  major,  he  made  bold  to  prefent  it  to   Mr.  Speaker's 

*  own  felf,  who,  being  a  new  creature  of  Oliver's,  of 
c  about  a  twelvemonth's  ftanding,  durftnot  countenance 

*  fuch  a  piece  of  blafphemy  againft  his  creator  ;  fo  that, 

*  at  length,  the  major  went  and  tendered  it  to  Mr.  Ber- 
(s)  Mercu-  *  ket,  the  ferjeant  at  arms :  but  he,  being  of  the  fame 
nus  Prag-  <  temper  with  his  good  mafters,  told  him,  he  had  no- 
Aug.  i—S,  '  thing  to  fay  to  it  (*).'  This  is  remarkable.  Mr. 
3648.          LudUw,  perhaps,  will  give  us  the  reafon  of  it.     c  Thefe 

*  affairs  (the  infurrecTion  in  Wales,  and  the  motions  in 

*  Scotland  in   behalf  of  the  King)  neceffitated  the  par- 

*  liament  to  raife  the  militia,  in  order  to  oppofe  this  ma- 
6  levolent  fpirit  which  threatened  them  from  the  north, 
6  and  alfo  prevailed  with  them  to  difccuntenance  a  charge 

»  of 
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out  of  their  Journals  what  was  difpleafing 

» 

c  of  higK  treafon  framed  by  major  Huntington,  an  officer 
4  of  the  army,  with  the  advice  of  fome  members  of 
c  both  houfes,  againft  lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  for 
*  endeavouring,  by  betraying  the  King,  parliament  and 
c  army,  to  advance  himfelf ;  it  being  manifeft,  that  the 
c  preferring  this  accufation  at  that  time,  was  princi- 
i  pally  defigned  to  take  him  off  from  his  command,  '{?)  Vol.  u 
c  and  thereby  to  weaken  the  army,  that  their  enemies  p*  253« 
'  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  prevail  againft  them  (/).' 
It  poffibly,  alfo,  was  not  deemed  fafe  to  countenance  an 
accufation  of  this  kind  againft  the  mailer  of  legions. 
However,  in  juftice  to  the  character  of  Cromwell,  'tis 
fit  the  reader  mould  be  informed,  that  Milton  declares 
the  whole  accufation  was  owing  to  the  hatred  and  ma- 
lice of  the  presbyterian  faction.  Hear  his  words.  'Dum 
is  communem  hoftem  cum  vitae  difcrimine  propulfat 
hi  [Presbyteriani]  militantem  pro  (efe  &  in  acie  forti- 
ter  dirnicantem  conficlis  criminibus  accufant  domi ; 
&   Huntingtonum  centurionem  qjendam   in  ejus  caput 

fubornant. Huntingtonus  autem  ille  accufator,  im- 

punis  &  fui  juris  relictus,  tandem  paenitentiia  ductus,  workTvol 
ipfe  fua  fponte  a  Cromuello  veniam  petiit,  &  a  quibusii.  p,  398. 
effet  fubornatus  ultro  fafTus  eft  (/*).'  i.  e.  *  Whilft 
he  ftaves  off  the  enemy  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  thefe 
[the  Presbyterians]  accufe  him,  fighting  bravely  for 
them,  and  amidft  the  very  encounter  itfelf,  of  feigned 
crimes,  and  fuborn   one  major  Huntington  againft   his 

head. And   that  accufer    Huntington,    unpunished 

and  left  to  his  own  liberty,  at  length,   ftruck  with  re-, 
morfe,  came  of  himfelf,  and  befought  Cromwell's  par- 
don, and  freely  confeffed  by  whom  he  had   been  fub- 

orned.' 1  fhall  conclude  this  note  with  obferving, 

that  Mr.  Wood  informs  us,  that  4  major  Huntington  hated  Athena°  * 
Oliver  for  his  diabolical  proceedings,  and  was  hated  by  Oxonienfes, 
him  again   fo  much,  that  he  imprifoned   him  feveralvo1,  "• 
times  (#).'     This  looks  not  as  if  he  had  asked  pardon, c*  II/4' 
and  confeffed  his  fault, 

to 
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to  them  (bb),  or  contrary  to  their  humours. 

This 


(bb)  The  faldiery,  info 'gated  hy  Cromwell,  refufed  to 
dhband)  &c.J  A  good  part  of  the  proofs  of  this  may 
be  found  in  the  foregoing  note.  But,  as  the  teftimony 
of  an  adverfary   may    not  be    fo  fatis factory,    we  will 

give  fuch  farther  evidence  as  is  unquestionable. 'Tis 

well  known,  that,  after  the  decline  of  the  King's  affairs, 
through  the  valour  and  conduit  of  the  new  modelled  ar- 
my, he  departed  from  Oxford ,  in  difguife,  and  threw 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  then  laying  fiege  to 
Newark.  'Tis  not  unlikely  his  Majefty  thought  that 
they  would  have  afforded  him  both  protection  and  affirm- 
ance, as  he  well  knew  great  debates  had  arifen  be- 
tween them  and  the  Englijh  parliament,  and  that-  there 
was  no  love  towards  each  other  fubfifting.  In  truth  net* 
their  feem  to  have  had  any  great  caufe  to  be  fatisfied. 
However,  the  King  foon  found  himfelf  miftaken. 
Though  the  Scots  treated  him  with  great  outward  re- 
(peSiy  and  fpake  him  fair,  yet  they  intended  not  to  join 
his  party,  or  attempt  to  reftoie  him  to  his  former  great- 
nefs,    in  opposition  to  the  Englijh^  in  whofe   pay,    as 

well   as   alliance  they   were. They,  therefore,  per- 

iuaded  his  Majefty  to  relinquifh  the  few  remaining  gar- 
rifons  he  had  left,  which,  accordingly,  he  did,  and  to 
enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace  with  his  kingdoms. 
In  a  petition  of  the  Ear!  of  Leven,  lord-general,  the 
general  officers,  colonels,  captains,  &.c.  of  the  Scots  ar- 
my, prefented  to  his  Majefty  at  Neivcajtle,  dated  June 
26,   1646,   we  have  the   following  pafiages :  '  We  do 

*  make  it  our  humble  addrefs,  and  tender  this  earned 
6  petition   to  your  Majefty   in    our  name,  and  in   the 

*  name  of  all  the  inferior  commanders  and  foldiers  un- 
c  der  our  charge,  that  your  Majefty,  in  your  wifdom 
4  and  goodnefs,  may  be  pleafed  to  take  a  fpeedy  courfe 
6  for  fettling  of  religion  and  church  government  in  this 
6  kingdom,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  exam- 
'  pies  of  the  heft  reformed  churches,  and  bringing  the 

*  churches  of  the  three  kingdoms  to  the  neareft  con- 

*  junction 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  157 

This  was  but    the  beginning,    however,  of 

that 


*  junction  and  uniformity,  and  for  eftablifhing  the  pri- 
1  vileges  and  liberties  of  your  kingdoms  according  to 
4  the  defires  of  your  good  people.     We  may  not  con- 

*  ceal  our  unfeigned  grief,  for  that  your  Majefty  hath 

*  not  yet   been  pleafed  to  authorife  and  fign  the  cove- 

*  nant,  which,  we  are  confident,  would  bring  honour 
4  to  God,  happinefs  to  yourfelf  and  pofterity,  and    en- 

*  dear  your  Majefty,  above  meafure,  to  all  your  faith-  * 

*  ful  and  loyal  fubjecls  ;  in  the  juft  defence  whereof,  as 
'  many  of  them  have  already  loft  their  lives,  fo  are  we 
4  ready  to  facrifice  ours.  We  muft  alfo  pray  your  Ma- 
4  jefty  to  companionate  the  diftrefTed  condition  of  your 

*  kingdoms,  groaning  under  the  heavy  preflures  of  ma- 
'  nifold  calamities,  occafioned  by  the  continuance  of 
4  this  unnatural  war  ;  and  to  comply  with  the  councils 
4  of  your  parliaments  ;  that  all  differences  being  hap- 
4  pily  compofed,  and  the  armies  in  both  kingdoms  dif- 

*  banded,  we  may  return  home  in  peace,  or  be  dif- 
4  pofed  of  otherwife  by  your  Majefty,  with  the  advice 
4  of  your  parliaments,    wiwch   may  be  moft  for  your 

4  Majefty 's  honour  and   ferrice,  and  the  profperity  ofO0pari,a- 
4  thefe  kingdoms  (y).'     This   addrefs,  which  feems  tb^y  a^j    ^ 
have  been  very   conformable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  xv.  p,  13. 
then  ruling  party  in  Scotland,  one  would  think  muft  have 
undeceived  Charles  with   regard  to  his   hopes  from  this 
army.     For   the  covenant,    and    compliance   with  the 
councils  of  parliaments,  were  grating  founds  in  his  ears, 

and  announced   the  utterers  far  from  friends. W,hat 

followed  is  well  known.  Propofitions  were  fent  to  the 
King  from  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  Newcaftle  ;  long 
debates  were  carried  on  between  him  and  Mr.  Henderjon 
concerning  church  government,  and  things  ftill  remain- 
ed as  they  were.  At  length  the  controverfies  between 
England  and  Scotland  were  concluded  by  articles  of  agree- 
ment ;  whereby,  on  the  payment  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  hand,  and  a  promife  of  the  fame  fum 
hereafter,  the  Scots  confented  to  quit  all  the  places  of 

ftrength 
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that  authority   which    they    foon    after   ac- 
quired 

/ 

ftrength  held  by  them   in  England,  and   return  to   their 

own  country.     No  mention  is  made   in  thefe   articles 

concerning  the  King's  perfon  -y  but  the  commiffioners 

of  both  nations  underilood  the  intentions  of  their  prin- 

(«)  Burnet's  cipa]s>  and  therefore,  c  on  the  delivery  of  the   arrears 

HaSon0'  '  f°r  tne  Paymerit  of  the  army,  the  Scotti/h  army  with- 

P.  312.        c  drew,  and  left  the  King  in   the  hands  of  the  Englijh9 

Polio  1677-  «  who  prefently  fend  him  to  Holmby  (%).' 

All  things  now  feemed  favourable  to  the  parliament 
of  England.  Every  foe  was  fubdued  at  home,  and  the 
King  himfelf  a  captive.  Now,  therefore,  was  the  time 
for  eafing  the  kingdom  from  the  heavy  oppreffions, 
which,  for  more  than  four  years,  it  had  groaned  under, 
as  well  as  to  eftablifh  peace  on  lafting  foundations. 
As  the  armv  had  been  raifed  and  maintained  at  a  vail 
expence,  nothing  was  more  natural  or  reafonable  than 
to  think,  as  foon  as  might  be,  of  reducing  it.  Accord- 
ingly, February  19,  1646,  O.  S.  the  queftion  being  put 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  '  whether  there  fhould  be  a 

*  number  of  foot  kept  up   at  the  pay  of  the  kingdom, 

*  more  than  what  will  be   fufficient  for  the  keeping  of 

*  fuch  garrifons  as  fhall  be  continued ;'  it  pafTed  in  the' 
(<r)  Journal,  negative  by  a  majority  of  ten  (a).     On  the  23d  of  the 

fame  month,  the  houfe  proceeded  to  the  confideration 
of  the  bufinefs  concerning  the  garrifons,  and  on  that, 
and  many  days  afterwards,  ordered  that  no  garrifon 
fhould  be  kept  in  fome  places ;  that  the  works  of  others 
fhould  be  flighted,  and  fome  of  the  moft  important 
continued,  viz.  Plymouth,  Exeter- cafile,  Poole,  Wey- 
mouth, Portland,  Hull,  Scarborough-cajlle,  Liverpoole, 
Newca/lle,  and  fome  others,  deemed,  as  I  fuppofe,  at 
that  time,  of  importance. 

On  the  25th  of  March  following,  fome  officers  of 
the  army  petitioned  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  befides  re- 
queuing the  payment  of  their  arrears,  and  an  act  of  in- 
demnity, which  they  undoubtedly  had  a  right  to,  they 
defired  an  *  opportune  and  timely  anfwer'  to  their  re- 
ft quefts, 
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quired  and  brought  to  an  height  unknown 


to 


quefts,  €  that  the  public  worfhip  of  God  maybe  fpeedily  kt~ 

*  tied  according  to  the  word  of  God  and  the  examples  of 

*  the  befl  reformed  churches.    That  the  fubjecl:  may  have 

*  the  benefit  of  Magna  Charta,  and  the  petition  of  right, 
c  fo  far  forth  as  may  comport  with  the  neceffities  of  the 
c  kingdom.     That  all   committees  in  the  feveral  coun- 

*  ties  may  be  removed  j   and  that  the  treafurers   and  fe- 

*  queftrators  of  the  faid  counties  may  be  called  to  a 
c  fpeedy  and  ftricl:  account,    for  the   better  fatisfaclion 

*  and  eafe  of  the  kingdom  :'  Together  with  many 
other  things  relative  to  themfelves  as  officers,  declaring, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  of  them  had  already  en*- 
gaged  themfelves  for  Ireland^  and  that  the  reft  were  rea- 
dy to  contribute  their  beft  affiftance  thereunto.  Where- 
upon the  officers,  who  fubfcribed  the  petition,  were 
called  in,  and  had  for  anfwer,  €  That  the  houfe  gave 
4  them  thanks  for  their  good  affeclions  to  them,  and 

*  their  fervices  to  the  kingdom  and  parliament ;  and 
'  that  they  take  it  well  concerning  their  offer  for  Ire* 

*  land:  and,  as  to  their  arrears,  their  lordfhips  will  do 
c  their  parts,  and  will  take  their  petition  into  confide- 
4  ration.'  The  fame  day  a  copy  of  this  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  the  fame  officers, 
to  whom  the  houfe  fent  out  four  of  their  members  with 
the  following  anfwer :  *  That,  as  to   their  arrears,  the 

*  houfe  had  and   would  take  them   into  confideration, 

*  with  others,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhould  think  fitj 

*  as  well  as  their  defires  of  employment.     That,  as  to 

*  the  reft  of  the  petition,  about  the  management  of  pub- 

*  lie  affairs,  it  did  not  concern  any  perfons  to  give  in- 
c  ftruclions  to  the  houfes  therein  ;    yet,  in  confidera- 

*  tion  the  petitioners  were  men  that  had  done  fervice  to 
4  the    parliament,   and,  in   regard   of  their  profeffions, 

*  and  that  they  might  have  done  this  merely  out  of  in-  (&)  Parlia* 

*  advertency,  they  were   willing  to  pafs  it  by  (£).'     I  JjeJtary    . 
have  given  this   anfwer  on  the  authority  cf  the  Parlia-  Xv,  p/340." 
tfientary  Hiftory,  not  being  able  to  find  it  in  the  Jour- 
nals 
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to  the  Englijh  nation. Not  content  with 

the 


nals  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  However,  certain  it  is, 
that  houfe  was  greatly  alarmed  at  fome  petitions  which 
were  then  fet  on  foot  among  the  officers  of  the  army : 
for,  on  the  27th  of  March  164.J)  it  was  resolved,  that 
a  letter  be  written  to  Sir  The  mas  Fairfax,  general,  to 
acquaint  him,  that  this  houfe  hath  been  informed,  that 
a  petition  is  carrying  on  in  the  army :  that  he  would 
take  fome  courfe,  by  the  beft  means  he  can,  to  make 
a  ftop  of  it ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  petition,  delivered 
(c)  Journal,  into  this  houfe  this  day,  be  fent  to  the  general  {c). 
And,  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  a  letter,  directed 
to  colonel  Rcffiter,  of  2 8°  Martii,  at  noon,  figned  H. 
with  a  paper  inclofed,  ftiled,  '  the  heads  of  a  petition,' 
endeavoured  to  be  obtruded,  as  the  fenfe  of  the  army, 
delivered  in  to  colonel  Rojjiter,  was  this  day  read.  Re- 
folved,  &c.  That  thanks  be  given  to  colonel  Rojfifer 
and  colonel  Harley,  for  thefe  timely  informations.  It 
was,  moreover,  refolved,  That  the  general  mould  be 
ciefired  to  give  order,  that  feveral  officers  [fuppofed  to 
be  concerned  in  the  framing  and  figning  the  petition] 
do  attend  the  houfe,  and  that  the  committee  appointed 
for  this  affair  mould  have  power  to  examine  commif- 
fary- general  Ircton.  And  a  declaration  appointed,  pre- 
pared and  brought  in,  with  regard  to  the  army,  was 
now  reported  by  Mr.  Holies,  who  had  always  appeared 
with  great  zeal  againft  the  army  party  in  the  houfe. 
This  declaration  does  not  appear  in  the  Journals,  it  be- 
ing expunged  jftme  3,   1647,  at  tne  ^e^re  or    demand 

of  the  army. The  petition,  referred  to  in  thefe  votes, 

contained  a  requeft  for  indemnity  before  disbanding ; 
that  fatisfaclion  alfo  be  given  them  for  their  arrears  ; 
that  they  might  not  be  compelled,  by  prefs  or  otherwife, 
to  ferve  out  of  the  kingdom ;  that  they  might  have  fa- 
tisfacTion  for  the  loffes  they  had  fuftained  by  adhering 
to  the  parliament,  and  a  prefent  fupply  of  money. 
Thefe  were  bold  demands,  and  fufficient  to  roufe  the 
attention  and  refentment  of  parliament,    who  ordered 

the 
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the  conceffions  made  therh-J>y  both  houfes, 

they 

the  following  declaration  (the  fame  which  was  inferted, 
but  is  now  expunged  in  the  Journals)  to  be  printed  and 
published,  and  a  number  of  copies  thereof  fent  down 
in  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax.     '  The  two  houfes  of 

*  parliament  having   received   information  of  a  danger- 

*  ous  petition,  with  a  reprefentation  annexed,  tending 
4  to  put  the  army  into  a  diftemper  and  mutiny,  to  put 
'  conditions  upon   the  parliament,  and  obftrucl  the  re- 

*  lief  of  Ireland^  which  hath  been  contrived  and  pro* 
6  moted   by  fome  perfons  in   the  army  \  they  do  declare 

*  their  high  diilike  of  that  petition,  their  approbation 
c  and  efteem  of  their  good  fervice  who  fifft  difcovered 

*  it,  and  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  have  refufed  to 
'  join  in   it ;  and   that,  for  fuch  as  have  been  abufed, 

*  and,  by  the  perfuafions  of  others,  drawn  to  fubfcribe 
4  it,  if  they  (hall,  for  the,  future,  manifeft  their  dif- 
4  like   of  what  they  have  done,  by  forbearing  to  pro- 

*  ceed  any  further  therein,  it  ihall  not  be  looked  on  as 
8  any  caufe  to  take  away  the  remembrance  and  fenfe 
6  the  houfes  have  of  the  good  fervices  they  have  former* 
e  ly  done,  but  they  ihall  be  ftill  retained  in  their  good 
4  opinion*  and  (hail  be  cared  for  with  the  reft  of  the 
'  army,  in  ail  things  neceflary  and  fitting  for  the  fat  if* 
6  faction  of  perfons  that  have  done  Co  good  and    faith- 

*  ful  fervice,  and  as  may  be  expected  from  a  parliament 
«  fo  careful   to   perform  all   things  appertaining  to   ho- 

*  nour  and  juftice  :  and,  on  the  other  fide*  it  is  de- 
c  clared,  That  a!!  thofe  who  fhail  continue  in  their 
6  diltempered   condition,  and   go  on  in  advancing  and 

*  promoting  that  petition,    (hall   be  looked   upon,    and  (J)  p.rfla- 

*  proceeded   againft,  as  enemies  to   the  ftate,  and   dif-  mtntasy 

«   turbers  of  the  public  peace  (d}S  Hiftcry,vol. 

Sir  Tb'trns  Fairfax  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  letter 
and  declaration,  full  of  duty  and  refpe:t  :  but  the  fol- 
diers undertook  to  vindicate  th-rir  c6ndii&,  notwith- 
standing the  lords  had  voted,  for  the  disbanding  of  fuch 
as  would  not  engage  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  hc- 

M  laud. 
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they  had  the  infolence  to  take  the  King  out 

of 


.   land.     This  was   done  in  a  very  bold  piece,  intitled7 
'  A  vindication  of  the  officers    of  the  army   under  Sir 

5  Thomas  Fairfax  j'  in  which,  after  infilling,  that  they 
had  not  faid  or  done  any  thing  unreasonable,  they  tell 
the  commons,  w  that  the  fenfe  of  fuch  expreffions  [as 
s  were  contained  in   the  foregoing  declaration]  was  fo 

*  irkfome  to  them,  who    had  ventured   whatever  they 

6  efteemed  dear  to  them  in  this  world,  for  the  prefer- 

*  vntion  of  the  freedom  and  privilege  of  that  houfe, 
c  that  they  could  not  but  earneftly  implore  their  juftice 

*  in  the  vindication  of  them.'  This  petition  was  figned 
by  a  very  great  number  of  officers.  After  the  reading 
this  in  the  houfe,  April  30,  1647,  major-general  Skip- 
port  produced  a  letter,  prefented  to  him  the  day  before 
by  fome  troopers  of  feveral  regiments  in  the  army,  in 
behalf  of  eight  regiments  of  horfe  ;  in  which,  after 
many  high  and  infofent expreffions,  they  declared,  ''that 

*  they  would  neither  be  employed  for  the  ferviee  of  Ire- 
c  land,  nor  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  disbanded,  till  their 

(e)  Parlia-    *  defires  were  granted,  and   the  rights  and   liberties   of 
mentary        c  ^q  fyhj-ecl  fhould  be  vindicated  and  maintained  (e)  */ 

Hiftory,  vol.  T      „  ,         vr  •     1  •  i  i 

in  inort,  the  diiputes  were  carried  on  with  great  warmth 
between  the  parliament  and  the  army.  But  the  difpu- 
tants  were  but  ill  matched.  Votes  were  overpowered  by 
arms ;  eloquence  was  dumb  under  the  power  of  the 
fword.  Though  the  parliament  ordered  part  of  the 
army  to  disband,  and  others  to  go  for  Ireland ;  though 
they  promifed,  flattered  and  threatened  fuch  as  were 
indifpofed  to  obey ;  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  army  was 
as  one  body,  and  no  impreilion  was  to  be  made  on  it. 
Therefore,  finding  contefting  with  it  was  to  no  purpofe, 
efpecially  after  the  feizing  the  King,  by  Joyce^  at  Hol- 
4enby<i  the  houfe   of  commons,   on   the    15th  of  June7 


*v.  p.  359- 


*  A  letter  of  almcft  the  very  fame  words,  directed  to  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Cromwell,  was  by  him  delivered  to  Mr.  Speaker.  It  was  informed, 
the  like  was  delivered  to  the  General,     Journal,  April  30,  1647. 

re- 
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of  the  hands    of  the  parliament's   commif- 

fioners 


refolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  army,  not  in  com-*- 
miffion,  fhall  have  their  full  pay,  upon  their  difband- 
ing  or  engaging  for  Ireland,  deducting  for  free  quarters 
according  to  the  courfe  and  rule  of  the  army:  that 
ioooo/.  be  allowed  to  the  reduced  officers:  that  the 
common  foldiers  fhould  have  their  full  pay,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  officers:  that  commiffion -officers  fhould  have 
a  month's  additional  pay  on  their  diibanding  :  that  the 
declaration  of  both  houfes,  on  the  50th  of  March  Jaft, 
be  exf  unged.  This  lad:  vote  was  a  bitter  pill  *,  and 
met  (as  might  be  expected,  where  there  was  a  fenfe  of 
honour,  or  any  tolerable  mare  of  fpirit  remaining)  with 
confiderable  oppofition,  both  in  the  houfe  of  lords  and 
commons.  In  both  it  was  debated,  but  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by   a  majority.     4  Here,  fays  Whitlock,  the 

*  parliament  began    to  Surrender  themfelves  and    their 

*  power  into  the  hands  of  their  own  army  (f).'     Such  (/\p«23©* 
were   the    beginnings  of  the  quarrel  between  the  civil 

and  military  powers.  Cromwell's  name  does  not  appear 
in  any  of  thefe  proceedings  hitherto.  But  the  writers, 
who  lived  in  thofe  times,  agree,  that  he  was  looked  on 
to  be  at  the  bottom  o\  them.  c  Others  were  not  want- 
6  ing,  fays  Ludlow,  who  refolved  the  fecuring  Jieute- 
c  nant-general  Cromwell,  fufpe&ing  that  he  had,  under- 

*  This  will  appeal*  from  the  ordinance  for  therepealof  the  declaration, 
which  runs  thus  in  the  Journal:- '  Whereas  the  lords  and   commons 

*  did,  by  a  declaration  dt  the  30th  of  March  laft,  declare  their  fenfe 
c  upon    a  petition,     with  the   reprefentaiion    thereunto    annexed:     and 

*  whereas  they  have  been  fince  informed,  that  the  petitioners  intended 
'  not  thereby  to  give  any  offence  to  the  parliament,  or  any  way  to  re- 

*  flec"l  upon^  or  leflen  their  authority  :  and  calling  to  mind  the  great 
'  and  eminent  fervice  done  by  the  army  to  the  parliament  and  kingdom  ; 

*  the  lords  and  commons,  being  tender  of  the  honour  of  the  faid  army-, 

*  have  thought  fit  to  ordain  and  declare,  and  be  it  declared  and  ordained* 
'  by  the  laid  lords  and  commons,  in  the  parliament  of  England  aflembled, 
'  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  former  declaration,  of 
'  the   30th   of  March,    be   rated    and  expunged   cut  of  the  Records  and 

*  books  of  the  faid  houfes  j  and  wholly  taken  away,  and  made  void  :  and 
'  that  no  tnentber  of  the  faid  army  mall  receive  any  damage,  prejudice  or 

*  reproach,    iot  any  thing  in  thefaid  former  declaration. ' 

M   z  &  hand, 
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fioners  at  Holdenby,  to  whom  he  had  been 

de- 


4  hand,  given  countenance  to  this  defign  ;  but,  he  be- 

'  nig  advertifed  of  it,  went  that  afternoon  towards  the 

.  .  v     .     '  army?  fo  that  they  miffed  of  him,  and  were  not  wil- 

pt  190! '  '    '  frffg   to   ^w    their    teeth   fince    they   could    do   no 

'  more  (g).f     Hoiks   charges   him  with   the  fame  fault, 

and  fpealcs  likewife  of  his  going  down  to  the  army,  on. 

(b)  See  the  his  being  fufpecled  by  the  houfe,  and  joining  in  the  fub- 

quotation       fcription    0f  a    rebellious    letter  (h).      Lord    Clarendon- 

rrorn  Holies  r  .  V    /  _ 

smote  (u).  ipeaking  or  tneie  matters,  iaysr  *  Lrwnvom  himertosear- 

'  ried   himfelf  with  that   rare  diflimulation  (in   which, 

'  fure,  he   was  a  very  great  mailer)  that  he  feemed  ex- 

'  ceedingly  incenfed   againft  this   infolence  of  the  fol- 

4  diers ;  was  ft  ill  in  the  houfe  of  commons  when  any 

*  fuch  addreiTes  was  made  ;  and  inveighed  bitterly  a- 
6  gainft  the  prefumption,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 

*  commitment,  of  fome  of  the  officers.  He  propofed 
'  that  the  general  might  be  fent  down  to  the  army, 
6  who,  he  faidy  would  conjure  down  this  mutinous 
6  fpirit  quickly  ;  and  he  was  fo  eafily  believed,  that  he 
'  himfelf  was  fent  once  *  or  twice  to  compofe  the  ar- 

*  my ;  when,  after  he  had  ftaid  two  or  three  days,  he 
6  would  again  return  to  the  houfe,  and  complain  hea- 
6  vily  of  the  great  licence  that  was  got  into  the  army: 
6  that,  for  his  own  part,  by  the  artifice  of  his  ene- 
c  mies,  and  of  thofe  who  dcfired  that  the  nation  mould 
'  be  again  imbrewed  in  biood,  he  was  rendered 'fo  odi- 

*  ous  unto  them,  that  they  had  a  purpofe  to  kill  him, 

*  if,  upon  fome  difcovery  made  to  him,  he  had  not 
4  efcaped  out  of  their   hands.     And    in   thefe  and    the 

*  like  difcourfes,  when  he  fpake  of  the  nation's  being 

*  In  the  Jcftirnal  of  the  30th  of  April  1647,  we  find  it  refolved, 
&c.  That  fieid-marfhal  Skippon,  lieutenant-general  Cromwell,  com  mi  f- 
fary  Ireton,  and  colonel  Fleetwood,  be  injoined  forthwith  to  go  down 
to  their  charges  in  the  army,  and  employ  their  endeavours  to  quiet  all 
diftempers  in  the  army. The  houfe,  probably,  were  led  into  favoura- 
ble opinions  of  thefe  officers  from  Skippon's  and  Cromwell's  delivering 
that  daif  the  letters  they  had  received  from,  the  troopers* 
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delivered  by  the  Scots,    in  opposition  to  the 

au- 

*  to  be   involved  in  new  troubles,  he  would  weep  bit- 
terly,  and  appear  the  moft  afflicted  man  in  the  world 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  calamities  which   were  like  to 
enfue.     But,  as  many  of  the  wifer  fort  had  long  dif- 
covered   his  wicked   intentions,  fo  his  hypocrify  could 
no    longer  be  concealed.     The   moft    aclive  officers 
and  agitators  were  known  to  be   his  own  creatures, 
and  fuch  who  neither  did,  nor  would,   do  any  thing 
but  by  his  direction.     So  that  it  was  privately  refolved, 
by  the    principal  perfons  of  the  houfe   of  commons, 
that,    when  he  came    the   next  day    into   the  houfe, 
which  he  feldom  omitted  to  do,  they  would  fend  him 
to  the  Towtr ;  prefuming,  that,  if  they  had  once  fe- 
vered his  perfon  from  the  army,  they  fnould  eafily  re- 
duce it  to  its  former  temper  and  obedience  :  for  they 
had    not   the  leaft  jealoufy    of  the    general  Fairfax, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  a  perfect  Prefbyterian  in  judg- 
ment,    and    that   Cromwell  had    the   afcendant    over 
him,  purely  by  his  diffimulation  and  pretence  of  con- 
science and  fincerity.     There  is  no  doubt,  Fairfax  did 
not  then,  nor  long  after,  believe  that  the  other  had 
thofe   wicked  defigns  in   his  heart  againfr.  the  King, 
or  the  leaft  imagination  of  difobeying  the  parliament. 
This  purpofe,  of  feizing  upon  the  perfon  of  Cromwell^ 
could   not  be  carried   fo  fecretly,  but  that  he  had  no- 
tice of  it ;  and   the  very  next   morning,  after  he  had 
fo  much  lamented  his  defperate  misfortune,   in  having 
\o^S.  all  reputation,  and  credit,  and  authority,  in  the 
army,  and  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger  if  he  were 
with  it ;  when  the  houfe  expected  every  minute  his 
prefence,  they  were  informed,  that  he  was  met  out 
of  town,  by   break   of  day,    with  one   fervant  only, 
on  the  way  to  the  army  ;  where  he  had  appointed  a 
rendezvous  of  fome  regiments  of  the  horfe,  and  from 
whence   he   writ   a  letter  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
That  having  the  night  before  received  a  letter  from 
fome  officers  of  his  own  regiment,  that  the  jealoufy 

M  3  «  the 
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6  the  troops  had  conceived  of  him,  and  of  his  want 
of  kindnefs  towards  them,  was  much  abated,  fo 
that  they  believed,  if  he  would  be  quickly  pre- 
fent  with  them,  they  would  all  in  a  fliort  time, 
by  his  advice,  be  reclaimed  :  upon  this  he,  had  made 

*  all  the  hafte  he  could,  and  did  find  that  the  foldiers 
had  been  abufed  by  miiinformation  j  and  that  he  hoped 
to  difcover  the  fountain  from  whence  it  fprung  j  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  defsred  that  the  general,  and  the 
other  officers  in  the  houfe,  and  fuch  as  remained 
about  the  town,  might  be  prefently  fent  to  their 
quarters;  and  that  he  believed  it  would  be  very  ne- 
cefTary,  in  order  to  the  fuppreflion  of  the  late  difiem- 
pers,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  like  for  the  time 
to  come,  that  there  might  be  a  general  rendezvous  of 
the  army ;  of  w?hich  the  general  would  bed  confidef 
when  he  came  down,  which  he  wifhed  might  be  haft- 

*  ened.  It  was  now  to  no  purpofe  to  difcover  what 
'  they  had  formerly  intended,  or  that  they  had  any 
c  jealoufy  of  a  perfon  who  was  out  of  their  reach  ; 
6  and   fo  they  expected  a  better  conjuncture  ;  and,  in 

(i)  Vol.  v.    «  a  few  (jayg  after,  the  general,  and  the  other  officers,  left 

p,  40.  t  t^e  town,  and  went  to  their  quarters  (*).'— 1  hefe 

concurrent  teftimenies  will,  I  prefume,  clearly  evince 
that  Cromwell  was  deemed  the  chief  raifer  and  manager 
of  the  ftorm  which  carried  all  things  before  it,  and 
levelled  whatever  came  in  its  way.  Fairfax^  the  ge- 
neral, declares  flrongly  his  difinclination  to,  and  his 
abhorrence  of,  thefe"  proceedings.  He  attributes  them 
to  the  agitators  :  but,  I  believe,  he  deemed  Cj  omwell  the 
chief  of  them,  and  had  him  and  Inton  in  his  eye  in 
the  following  pallage :  *  This  mercy  [the  fuccefs  of  the 
6  army  in  the  years  1645;  and  1646]  was  foon  clouded 

*  with  abominable  hypocrjfy  and  deceit,  even  in  thofe 
4 'men  who  had  been  inftrumental  in  bringing  this  war 
6  to  a  conclufion.  Here  was  the  vertical  point  on 
c  which  the  army's  honour  and  reputation  turned  into 
€  a  reproach  and  fcandal.     Here  the  power  of  the  army 

(k)  Short  c  I  once  had  was  ufurped  by  the  agitators,  the  fore- 
Memorials,  c  runners  of  confufion  and  anarchy  (k),'  None  but 
p- 103*  thefe 
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authority  of  parliament  (cc),  and  the  fen- 
timents    of   Fairfax.     This  opened   a    new 

fcene 

thefe  men  were  able  to  ufurp  Fairfax's  power  of  the 
army, 

(cc)  They  took  the  King  out  of  the  hands  of  the  com- 
'mijfioners  of  the  parliament^  &c.  ]  Cromwell  Teems  to 
have  been  determined  at  all  events  to  fecure  and  en- 
large his  power  and  authority.  The  tumults  and  com- 
motions raifed  by  his  means  were  intended  as  trials  of 
his  capacity  and  influence  over  the  army.  The  fuccefs 
he  had  in  thefe  emboldened  him,  and  caufed  him  to 
afpire  to  fomething  beyond  what  he  yet  was.  Fully 
fenfible  that  the  parliament,  though  through  fear  it  had 
truckled  to  him,  yet  hated  him  heartily,  and  longed 
only  to  crufh  him,  as  they  would  have  done  on  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace  with  the  King :  fully  fenfible, 
I  fay,  of  this,  he  determined  to  prevent  them,  and  to 
give  the  law  both  to  Charles  and  the  parliament.  For 
this  end  he  fecretly  urged  on  the  agitators  to  feize  his 
Majefty's  perfon,  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  houfes  to  conclude  any  thing  with  him,  without 

the  army's  confent  and  approbation. The  following 

authorities  will  explain   and  enlarge  what  is   here  faid. 

*  One    thing  was  yet  wanting  (as  they  [the  managers 

*  of  the  army]  thought)  for  the  carrying  on  their  de- 
'  fign,  and   amufing  the  poor  people  of  England  with 

*  an  expectation  of  their  fettling   a  peace,  fo  to  make 

*  them  fit  frill  and  look  on,  whilft  they  trampled  upon 

*  parliament,    city    and   kingdom  ;    which  was    to    be 

*  pofTeft   of  the   King's   perfon,    and   make   the  world 

*  believe   they  would    bring  him  up  to  his  parliament, 

*  and  fet  him  on  his  throne.  For  this,  it  feems,  a 
'  meeting  was  appointed  at  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
i  well's,  upon  the  thirtieth  of  May,  where  it  is  refolved, 

*  That  cornet  Joyce  fhould,  with  a  party  of  horfe,  g°c/)seeHu 

*  to  Holniby  and  feize  upon  his  Majefty ;   which    is  pre-  tington's 

6  fently   executed,  and  given  out  that   others  had    the  account  of 

*  iike'defign,  which   they   had   prevented  (/).     At  firft  !his  ,in  nQte 

M  4  'it-  Aj" 


68  THE    LIFE     OF 

fcene- His    Majefty    was     treated     with 

very  great  refpedl  by  the  army  >  every  thing 


was 


*  it    mufl   feem  only  the  acl  of  Mr.  Joyce  ;    Cromwell 

*  protefted  he  knew  nothing  of  it  (though  he  was  the 
"•  man    that   appointed   it  to   be   done,    as  appears    by 

*  what  has  been  recited,  taken  out  of  fome  of  their 
6  own  authors) ;  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  writes  a  letter  to 
$  the  houfe,  profefTes  the  fame  f  r  himfeif  as  in  the  pre- 
6  fence  of  God,  with  a  large  undertaking  for  the  reit  of 
c  his  officers,  and  the  body  of  the  army  :  and,  perhap?, 
6  he  faid  true  ;  1  would  fain  be  fo  charitable  as  to  be- 
6  lieve  it  j  nor,  indeed,  do    I   think  the  good    man    is 

*  privy  to  all  their  plots ;  he  mufr.  have  no   more  than 

*  what  they  are  pleafed  to  carve  and  chew  for  him,  but 
&  muft  fwallow  all,  and  own  them  when  they  come 
6  abroad.  '  Here  then  they   have  the  King,   "Joyce  drives 

*  away  the'guards,  forced  colonel  G>  eaves  to  fly,  whom 
f  elfe  they  threatened   to  kill  (murther  being  no  fin  in 

*  the  vifible  faints) ;  carries  away  his  Majefly,   and  the 

*  commiffconers  that  attend  him,  prifoners,  and  imrac- 
(w)  Holles's  '  diately  fends  up  a  letter  to  certify  what  he  had  done, 
Memoirs,  p.  f  w'ltn  directions  it  mould  be  delivered  to  Cromueil  [m).y 
*0'              L>udkw<i  who  underfxood  the  defigns  and  actions  of  the 

army,  probably,  better  than  Holies,  fpeaking  of-the  di- 
viiions  between  it  and  the  parliament,  adds,  *  The  agi- 

*  tators  of  the  army,  fenlible  of  thejr  condition,  and 
?  knowing  that  they  mull:  fall  under  rhe  mercy  of  the 
fc  parliament,  unlefs  they  could  fecure  themfelves  from 
€  their  power,  by  profecutmg  what  they  had  begun  ; 
4  and  fearing  thofe  who  had  fhewed  themfelves  fo  for* 
4  ward  to  dole  with  the  King,  out  of  principle,  upon 
c  any  terms,    would   now,  for  their  own   prefervation, 

*  receive  him  without  any,  or  rather  put  themfelves  un- 

*  der  his  protection,  that  they  might  the  better  fubdue 
*■  the   army,  and  reduce  them   to  obedience  by  force ; 

*  lent  a  party  of  horfe  under  the  command  of  cornet 
*>  Joyce,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1647,  with  an   order   in 

*  Writing,  to  take  the   King   out  of  the  hands   of  the 

*  corn* 
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was    rendered    as    agreeable    as    poffible    to 
him,  in  his  captive   fituation,    and  Cromwell 

entered 


*  commiflioners  of  parliament.  The  comet,  having 
c  placed    guards  about  Holmby  houfe.  Tent  to    acquaint 

*  the  King  with  the  occafion  of  his  coming,  and  was 
'admitted  into  his  bedchamber,  where,  upon  prom  ife 
6  that  the  King  fhould  be  ufed  civilly,  and  have  his  fer- 
4  vants  and  other  conveniences  continued  to  him,  he 
4  obtained  his  confent  to  go  with  him.  But  whilft  cor- 
4  net  Joyce  was  giving  orders  concerning  the  King's  re- 
(  moval,  the  parliament's  commiflioners  took  that  occa- 

*  fion  to  difcourfe  with  the  King,  and  perfuaded  him 
6  to  alter  his  refolution  ;  which  Joyce  perceiving  at  his 
'  return,  put  the  King  in  mind  of  his  promife,  ac- 
4  quainting  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  execute  his  or- 

*  ders ;  whereupon  the  King  told  him,  that,  fince  he 
1  had  pafTed  his  word,  he  would  go  with  him  ;  and,  to 

*  that  end,  defcended  the  ftairs  to  take  horfe,  the 
1  commiffioners  of  the  parliament  being  with  him. 
'  Colonel  Brcivn  and  Mr.  Crew^  who  were  two  of 
4  them,  publickly  declared,  that  the  King  was  forced 
s  out  of  their  hands  ;  and  fo  returned,    with  an  account 

4  of  what  had  been  done,  to  the  parliament  («.)/  This  ^  Voli' 
was  a  very  bold  flroke  indeed  !  performed  in  the  name 
of  foldiers  only  under  the  command  of  Fairfax ^  but 
no  doubt  contrived  by  Cromwell  and  Ireton^  in  order 
to  make  themfelvcs  arbiters  between  King  and  par- 
liament, and  advance  their  own  ambitious  projects. 
Lord  Clartndon  aflures  us,  that  '  the  King  did,  in  truth, 
4  believe  that  their   purpofe   was  to  carry  him  to  fome 

*  place  where  they    might  more  conveniently  murder 

4  him  (iy     The  author  of  the  Icon  Baftlike  more  fenfl-  ^  ^ol,v- 
blyobferve?,  in  his  Majefty's  perfon,   fc  This  furprize  of P*  4  * 
4  me  tells  the  world,  that  a  King  cannot  be  fo  low  but 

*  he  is  confiderable,  adding  weight  to  that  party  where  [p)  King 

*  he  appears  (/>).'     The  King   had   no   reafon    to   fear  Charles'* 
murther :  Joyce  behaved  with  civility  to  him ;  promifed  ^grks,FJf 
him  all  conveniencies  -9  did   what  in  him  lay  to  pleafe  lond.  16S7, 

him, 
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entered  into  a  negociation  with  hims  in 
order    to    his    reiteration  ;    but  terms  being 

not 

him,  and  rendered  him  more  pleafed  with  his  fituation 
than    he  had   before  been.     Let  us  hear  Fairfax.     *  So 

*  foon  as  I  heard   of  it  [the  King's   feizure  at  Holmby] 

*  I   immediately    fent  away    two   regiments    of   horfe, 

*  commanded  by  colonel  Whalley,  to  remove  this  force, 
*'  and   to  fet  all  things  again  in  their  due  order.     But 

*  before  he  came  to  Holmby,  the  King   was  advanced 

*  two  or  three  miles  on  his  way  to  Cambridge,  attended 
'  by  Joyce,  where  colonel  JVballey  acquainted  the  King, 
c  he  was  fent  by  the  general  to  let  him  know  how  much 

*  he  was  troubled  at  thofe  great  infolencies  that  had  been 

*  committed  fo  near  his  perfon  ;  and,  as  he  had  not  the 
'  leaft  knowledge  of  them  before  they  were  done,   fo 

*  he  had  omitted  no  time  in  feeking  to  remove  that 
6  force,  which  he  had  orders  from  me  to  fee  done; 
'  and  therefore  he  defired  his  Majefty  that  he  would   be 

*  pleafed  to  return  again  to  Holmby,  where  all  things 
<  -mould  be  fettled   again  in  as   much   order  and  quiet- 

*  nefs  as  they  were  before.  And  alfo  he  defired  the 
'  commiffioners  to  reaffume  their  charge,  as  the  parlia- 
'  ment  had  directed  them,  which  he  was  alfo  to  defire 

*  them  to  do  from   the  general.     But  the  King  refufed 

*  to  return,  and  the  commiffioners  to  act ;  whereupon 

*  colonel  Whalley  urged  them  to  it,  faying,  he  had   an 

*  exprefs  command  to  fee  all  things  well  fettled  about 
'  his  Majefty,  which  could  not  be  done,  but  by  his  re- 

*  turning  again  to  Holmby.     The  King  faid  pofitively, 

*  he  would  not  do  it :  fo  the  colonel  prefFed  him  no 
'  more  to  it,  having,  indeed,  a  fpecial   direction  from 

*  me  to   ufe  all    tendernefs   and   refpecl:,  as  was  due  to 

*  his  Majefiy.     The  King  came  that  night,  or  the  next, 

*  to  Sir  "John  Cutts^s  houfe  near   Cambridge  ;  and    the 

*  next  day  I  waited  on  his  Majefiy,  it  being  alfo  my  bu- 
*.  finefs  to  perfuade  his  return  to    Holmby,  but  he  was 

*  otherwife  refolved.     I  prefl  the  commiffioners  alfo  to 

*  a£fc  according  to  the  power  given  them  by  the  parlia- 

i  '  ment, 
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not  agreed  on,  or  dangers  of  fome  kind  or 
other    (bd)    being    apprehended,    Crcmwell 

broke     - 

e  ment,  which  they  alfo  refufed  to  do  :  (o  having  fpent  the 
'  whole  day  about  this  bufmefs,  I  returned  tomyquar- 

*  ters ;  and,  as   I  took  leave  of  the  King,  he  faid  to 

*  me,  Sir,  I  have  as  good  intereft  in  the  army  as  you; 
c  by  which  I  plainly  faw  the  broken  reed  he  leaned  on. 
6  The  agitators  could  change  into  that  colour  which 
6  ftrved  next  to  their  ends,  and  had  brought  the  King 
'  into  an  opinion  that  the  army  was  for  him.  That  it 
6  might  appear  what  a  real  trouble  this  act  was  to  me, 
.*  though  the  army  was  almofl  wholly  infected  with 
6  this  humour  of  agitation,  1  caiied  for  a  council  of 
1  war  to  proceed  againft  Joyce  for  this  high  offence 
'  and  breach  of  the  articles  of  war ;  but  the  officers, 
4  whether    for  fear  of  the  diftempered    foldiers,  or  ra- 

4  ther  (as  I  fufpecied)  a  fecret  allowance  of  what  was  t„)  short 

*  done,  made  all  my  endeavours  in  this  ineffectual  (^).5  Memorials, 
I  have  transcribed  Fairfax's  account  at  length,  that  the  p*  "3 • 

•  I  I  7 

reader  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  judge  of  thejuf- 
tice  of  Clarendon's  narrative  above  mentioned,  and  alfo 
of  the  truth  of  the  mefTage,  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  Earl  of  Dumfermhne*  from  the  Kino;,   'that  ''"'  ParJia- 

*  his  [Vlajefty  went  from  Holdenby  unwillingly  ;>).'— — •  Hiftory, 

*  Thus,  f.  ys  Perinchief,  was  that  religious  Prince  made  voJ-  xv. 
'  once  more  the  mock  of  fortune,  and  the  fport  of  the  p'  3?9- 
c  factious,  and  was  drawn  from   his    peaceful  contem- 

c  plations   and   profpect  of  heaven,   to   behold  and  con-  w  p!fe  ?f 
6  verfe   with    men    fet  on  fire  of  hell  (j)/     Whether  prefixed  "to' 
the  reader  be   difpofed    to   laugh   or  be  fenous   at  this his  works, 
fblemn    paragraph    is  very    indifferent    to    me;   but   the p*  4°' 
writer,  who  compofed  it,  (lands  little  chance  for  credit 
with  fuch  as  with   attention  have  iludied  the  character 
of  his  hero. 

(dd)  Terms  being  not  agreed  on9  or  danger  I eing  c.p- 
prehend>d9  Cromwell  broke  off  all  thoughts  of  friendjhip 
with  Charles,  &c  ]  The  King  no  fooner  found  himfelf 
in  the  hands  of  the  army,  than  he  had  reafon  to  be  fa- 

tisfled 
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/ 


broke  off  all  thoughts  of  friend  (hip  with  the 
King,  and  openly  declared  for  bringing  him 

to 

tisfied  with  their  civility  and  refpeel:  Ludlow,  with 
fome  indignation,  fpeaks  of  the  attendance  and  homage 
that  was  paid  him  by  fome  chief  officers.  Lord  Claren- 
don has  given  us  a  particular  account  of  the  treatment 
be  received,  which  1  will  here  tranferibe  for  the  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  the  reader. c  The  King  found  himfelf  at 

*  Newmarket,  attended    by  greater    troops  and  fupcrior 

*  officers ;  fo  that  he  was  prefent'y  freed  from  any  fub- 
4  jection  to  Mr.  Joyce,  which  was   no  (mail   fatisfaclion 

*  to  him  ;   and  they  who  were  about  him  appeared  men 

*  of  better  breeding  than  the  former,  and  paid  his  WW* 
€  jelly  all  the  refpeel:  imaginable,  and  feemed   to  defire 

*  to  pleafe  him  in  all  things.  All  reftraint  was  taken 
'"  off  from  perfons  reforting  to  him,  and  he  faw  every 

*  day  the  faces  of  many  who  were  grateful  to  him  j 
s  and  be  no  fooner  defired  that  fome  of  his  chaplains 
6  might  have  leave  to  attend  upon  him  for  his  devotion, 

*  but  it  was   yielded   to,   and  they  who  were  named  by 

*  him  (who  were  Dr.  Sheldon,  Dr.  Morley,  Dr.  Sander- 
'  Jbn9  and  Dr.  Hammond)  were  prefently  fent,  and  gave 
4  their  attendance,  and  performed  their  functions  at  the 

*  ordinary  hours,  in  their  acc'ufromed  formalities;  all 
6  perfons,  who  had  a  mind  to  it,  being  fuffered  to  be 
*'  prefent,  to  his  Majefty's  infinite  fatisfaclion,  who  be- 

*  gan  to  believe-  that  the  army  was  not^  fo  much  his 
*'  enemy  as  it  was  reported  to  be  $  and   the  army    had 

*  fent  an  addrels  to  him    full  of  protestation   of  duty, 

*  and  befought  him,  that  '  he  would  be  content,  for 
'  fome  time,  to  refide  among  them,  until  the  affairs  of 
y  the  kingdom  were  put  into  fuch  a  pofture  as  he  might 

*  find  all  thinrs  to  bis  own  content  and  fecuritv,  which 

*  they  infinitely  defired  to  fee  as  loon  as  might  be  ;  and, 
*'  to  that  purpofe,  made  daily  inftances    to  the  parlia- 

*  ment.'  In  the  mean  time  his  iVfajefty  fate  ftill,  or 
4  removed  to  fuch  places  as  were  moft  convenient  fcor 

*  the  march  of  the  army  j  being  in  all  places  as  weir 

c  pro- 
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to  juftice.     In  order  to  which,  as   well  as 
to   accomplish    his   fchemes   of  power   and 

am- 

provided  for  and    accommodated,  as  he  had  ufed   to 
be   in   any  progrefs :  the  beft  gentlemen,  of  the  feve- 
ral  counties   through   which  he  pafled,  daily  reforted 
to  him,  without  dftin&ion:   he  was  attended  by  fome 
of  his  old  trufty  fervants  in  the  places  neareft  his  per- 
fon  :  and  that,  which  gave  him  moft  encouragement 
to  believe  that   they   meant  well,    was,  that    in  the 
army's    addrefs  to    the    parliament,  they  defired    that 
care    might  be   taken  for  fettling  the   King's  rights^ 
according  to  the   feveral  profeffions  they  had  made  in 
their  declarations  j  and  that  the   royal  party  might  be 
treated  with  more  candour  and  lefs  rigour  :  and  many 
good  officers,  who   had   ferved    his  Majefty  faithfully, 
were  civilly  received  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  and 
lived  quietly   in  their  quarters,   which  they  could  not 
do  anywhere  elfe;  which  raifed  a  great   reputation 
to  the  army  throughout   the   kingdom,  and  as   much 
reproach  upon  the  parliament  (/.)..'     What  the  confe-  '*'     °  *  v* 
quence    of  all    this  was,    I    have  elfewhere,    at  large, 
fhewn  (a).     Suffice  it  here  to  fay,  that  Charhs  might  f*|   ^f^T 
have  had   reafonable   good   terms,    his  condition  confi-  tjcai  Ac- 
dered,  from   Cromwell  and  Ire  ion  :  but,  on  refufing  tocou"tofthc 
clofe   with   them   frankly,    he   loft    the  opportunity  he^r ■  ?   r 
then  had,  and    rendered    them   his  moft  avowed    ene-  p,  3s8. 
mies.     The   fincerity  of  C*omwell,  in   his   negotiations 
with  the  King  at  this  juncture,  is  called  in  queftion,   by 
a  very  late  writer,  in  the  following  words  :   '  Had  thefe 

*  been  iincerely  his  fentirnents  [affection  and  .regard 
c  for  the  King]  he  would  never  have  altered  them, 
'  for  the  King  gave  him  no  occafion  ;  fince  it  is  clearly 
c  proved,  that  his  final   anfwer  to   the  propofals  which 

*  were  made  him,  not  only  fpoke  the  fenk  of  him  and 
c  Ireton,  as  the  King  conceived   it,  but  was  altered  by 

**  their   hands  till  it  fatisficd  themfelves.     Had  he  been 

*  really  inclined    to    reftore  the    King,   he    might  haver 

*  done  it  now  with  a  high  hand  -y  a   great   majority  of 

'  the 
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ambition,  he  promoted  the  votes  of  no  more 

ad- 


*  the  parliament  were  for  him  ;  the  city  of  London  was' 

*  in  their  fentiments  ;  the  meafures  taken   by  the  Scots, 

*  and  the  infurreclions  in  feveral  counties  in  his  favour, 
6  fhew,  that  this  was  alfo  the  (enfe  of  the  nation  :  if, 
c  therefore,  lieutenant-general  Cro?nwell  had  made  ufe 
c  of  his  wonderful  capacity,  to  difpofe  the  army  not  to 
6  any  new  defign,  but  to  have  performed  their  own 
c  prornjfes  5  he  might  have  fettled  the  government  upon 

(x)  Biogra-  *  its  old  foundation,  and  have  made  himfelf  a  very  great 
phia  Eritan-  <  man  /xy  z\  e>  fre  niight  have  been  made  Earl  ofEf- 

ic"-2.P"  fefy  anc^  knight  °f  tne  gart£r>  things  faid  to  be  pro- 
mifed  him  by  the  King,  as  well  as  the  advancement 
(y)  Flagel-  of  his  fon,  and  his  fon-in-law  Ireton,  to  pofts  of  high 
\futi,  p.  55.  honour  and  dignity  (jy).  I  will  not  warrant  what  is 
here  faid  concerning  the  honours  promifeJ  to  Cromwell 
and  his  family  :  the  writer,  from  whom  I  quote  it,  is- 
of  too  little  authority  to  have  any  great  ftrefs  laid  on 
his  unfupported  narrative  ;  nor  will  I  make  any  remarks 
en  the  reafonings  jull  recited,  any  farther  than  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Cromwell  had  probably  fufficient  caufe  to 
alter  his  fentiments,  with  refpecT:  to  the  expediency  of 
concluding  a  peace  with  Charles,  and  reinitiating  him  in 
his  power.  Sufficient  caufe  he  had,  I  fay,  for  this :- 
for  his  treaty  with  the  King  was  v^ry  ill  refented  by  the 
agitators,  after  Charles  had  fo  long  dallied  with  the  ar- 
my, and  negSedted  to  comply  with  the  terms  propofed 
for  his  fafety  and  restoration.  Cromwdl  had  got  the 
better  of  thefe  men,  indeed,  at  the  rendezvous  at  Waref 
by  the  death  of  one,  and  making  prifoners  of  others. 
But   their  fpirit  was  unconquerable.     c  Two   thirds  of 

*  the  army  had  been  fince  with  heun  and  Cromwell,  to 

*  tell  them,  that,  though  they  were  certain  to  perii'h  in 
'  the  enterprize,  they  would  leave  nothing  unattempted 

*  to  bring  the  whole  army  to  their  fenfe;  and  that,   if 
fc  a!l  failed,  they  would  make  a  diviflon  in   the  army, 

*  and  join  with  any  who  would  affift  them  in  the  de- 

*  ftru&ion  of  ihofe  that  fhould  oppofe  them/— Upon  this 

bold 
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addreffes  to  his  Majefty ,  defeated  the  Welch 

and 


bold  declaration  'tis  faid  Cromwell  and  Ireton  argued  thus : 
c  If  the  army  divide,  the  greater  part  will  join  with 
6  the  presbyters,  and  will,  in  all  likelihood,  prevail, 
4  to  our  ruin,  by  forcing   us  to  make  our  applications  to 

*  the  King,  wherein  we  (hall  rather  beg  than  offer  any 
■    affiftance,  which,  if  the  King  fhouid  give,  and  after- 

*  wards  have  the  good  fortune  to  prevail,  if  he  fhould 
4  then   pardon    us,  it  will  be  all   we  can  pretend,  and 

*  more  than  we  can  certainly  promife  ourfelves :  there- 

*  upon  concluding,  that,  if  they  could   not   bring   the 


*  army  to  their  f'enfe,  that  it  was  beft  to  comply  with  ,  .  T    ,, 
'  them,  a  fchifm   being  utterly  dettruqhve  to  both  (%).   vo!.i,  p. 

Lord  Holies,    fpeaking   of  CromweWs  treaty  with  the  228. 
King,  owns  the  danger   he  was  at   length  in  from  the 
army  on  that  account :  i  The  party  [of  the   agitators] 

*  would  not  give  way  to  this  [the  agreement  with   his 

*  Majefty]  ;  hatred   to  the   King,    envy   and  jealoufies 

*  againft  their   afpiring  leaders,  and  a  violent   defire  of 

*  having  their    work  done  at  once,  lay  all  perfons  and 

*  things   level   on  the  fudden,    bring  forth  their  mon- 

*  ftrous  conceptions  at  one  birth,  made  them  break  out, 

*  fly  in   their  faces,    difcover   many  of  their  villanies, 
5  and,  as  appears  by  that  bufmefs  of  Lilbum  and  Wild- 

*  ?nan,  even   refolve  to  take  Cromwell  out  of  the  way, 

'  and  murder  him  for  an  apoftate  (a),'  Surely  this  does  j*Vj  c~ 
not  look  as  if  Cromwell  might  have  reftored  the  King  184, ' 
with  an  high  hand  !  The  truth  is,  he  might  have  done 
it  in  the  beginning  of  the  King's  refiding  with  the  ar- 
my ;  but  his  ftiffnefs,  his  obfnnacy,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
in  adhering  to  his  own  opinions,  and  the  hopes  he  had 
of  availing  himfelf  of  the  difputes  between  the  parlia- 
ment ani  the  army,  rendered  the  latter  very  fufpicious 
of  his  intentions,  and,  at  length,  averfe  to  his  intereft. 
Befides,  if  I  might  offer  a  conjecture  in  this  affair,  it 
looks  to  me  exceeding  probable,  that  Cromwell,  after  a 
thorough  trial,  might  be  afraid  to  truft  to  what  his  Ma- 
jetty  promifed,  in  order  to  remount  the  throne.     For. 

ac- 
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and  the  Scotch,  who  took  up  arms  in   be-* 

half 


according  to  Clarendon,  Oliver  declared  '  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  '  that  the  King  was  a  man  of  great  parts, 
4  and  great  underflanding,  but  that  he  was   fo  great  a 

*  diilembler,  and  fo  falfe  a  man,  that  he  was  not  to  be 

*  trufted.  And  thereupon  repeated  many  particulars, 
4  whilft  he  was  in  the  army;  that  his  Majefty  wiftied 
c  that  fuch  and  fuch  things  might  be  done,  which,  be- 
c  ing  done  to  gratify  him,  he  was  difpleafed  and  com- 
c  plained  of  it :    that,  whilft   he  profefled,  with  all  fo- 

*  lemnity,  that  he  referred  himfelf  wholly  to  the  parlia- 

*  ment,  and  depended  only  upon  their  wifdom  and  coun- 

*  fels,  for  the  fettlement  and  composing  the  diftracliona 
«  of  the  kingdom,    he  had,  at  the  fame  time,   fecret 

*  treaties  with  the  Scottijh  commiffioners,  how  he  might 
c  embroil  the   nation  in  a  new  war,  and  deftroy   the 

(P)  Vol.  v.  t  parliament  [by  Such  was  the  light  in  which  Charles 
probably  appeared  to  Cromwell-,  who  pierced  through 
every  mask,  while  his  own  was  generally  impenetrable 
to  thofe  who  were  mod  converfant  with  him.  There 
is  an  anecdote  related  concerning  the  infincerity  of  the 
King  to  the  lieutenant-general,  which,  if  true,  will  ea- 
fily  account  for  every  thing  done  to  the  former  by   the 

latter. In    a   letter   to   his   Queen,  without    whofe 

knowledge  and  confent  he  feldom  cared  to  do  any  thing, 
he  is  faid  to  have  acquainted  her,  '  7  hat,  though  he 

*  aflented  to  the  army's  propofals,  yet,  if  by  io  do- 
4  ing,  he  could  procure   peace,  it  would  be  eafier  then 

*  to  take  off  Cromwell,  than  now  he  was  the  head  that 

*  governed  the  army.'  This  is  faid  to  have  come  to  his 
tc)  Life  of  knowledge,  and  determined  him  never  more  to  trull 
Oliver  the  King  [c).  For  the  truth  of  this  I  will  not  vouch, 
Cromwell,    though  it   is  agreeable  to  the   whole  of  his   Majeily's 

aiL  i**a*  character.' After  this,  can  we  wonder  that  Cromwell 

might  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  pradife  Charles's  arts 
on  himfelf?  or  rather,  are  we  not  to  admire  at  thofe 
who  reflect  on  Cromwell  for  endeavouring  to  induce  the 
King  to  remove  by  ftealth  from  Hampton-court  (where 

his 
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half  of  the  King,  and  pdrged  the  houfe  of 

com- 

his  life  he  was  informed  was  in  danger)  and  go  into  the 
file  of  Wight,  as  into  a  fafe\prifon  (if  that  in  fad  was 
his  intention)  where  he  might  be  ready  at  hand  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  beft  fuited  the  inclinations  or  conveniency 

of  the  ruling  party  of  the  army  ?- What  man  almoft: 

Would  not  have  done  the  fame  ?     However,    as  to  the 
letter  written  by  Cromwell  to  colonel  fVhall'ey^  on  which  ,  .     ^ 
fo  much  ftrefs  is  laid  by  Lord   Holies  (d)0  and  the  writ  m^rs,*., 
ers   of  the  Biographia  Britanmca,    if    we   may   believe  1S7, 
Charles   hirnfelf,  it  was  not  the  occafion   of  his  flight 
from  Hampton-court.     In  a  letter  written  by  him  frorri  % 
thence,  dated  November  it,   1647,  ar>d  left  for  colonel 
Wkalley,  he  writes  as  follows  :  i  I  have  been  fo  civilly 

4  ufed  by  yoii  and  major  Huntington,  that  I   cannot  but 

*  by   this   parting  farewell   acknowledge   it    under  my 

*  hand,  as  alfo  to  defire  the  continuance  of  your  cour- 
c  tefie,  bv  your  protecting  of  my  houfehold  fluff  and 
c  moveables  of  all  forts,  which  I  leave  behind  me  in 

*  this  houfe,  that  they  be  neither  fpoiled  nor  imbezeled. 
s  So  being  confident  you  wifh  my  prefervation  and 

*  reftitution,  I  reft  your  friend,   Charles.     I  allure  you 

5  it  was  not  the  Utter  you  fobbed  me  yefterday  that  made 
c  me  take  (His  refolution,'  nor  any  advertifement  of  that 

*  kind:  but,  I  cohfefs,  lam   loath  to  be  made  a  clofe,,,-,. 

x  prifoner,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  my  life  (i?).'     So  Charles's 
that  Lord  Clarendon  has  only  committed  one  of  his  ufual  Works,  p. 
miltakes,  when  he  fays,  '  That  his  Majefty  did  really  1^"' 
c  believe  their  malice  [the  levellers]  was  at  the  height, 

*  and  that  they  did  defign  his  murder  (/).' That  ^  VoL^ 

Cromwell  wrote  to  Wh'alley    is  certain,   arid    Whalley  de-      7  * 
clares,  e  That  the  letter,  intimating  fome    murtherbus 

c  defign,  Or,  at  leaft,  fome  fear  of  it,  againft  his  Ma- 
e  jefty,  was  the  ground  of  his  fhewirig  it  to  hirh.  When  I 
'  received  this  letter,'  adds  he,  *  I  was  much  aftonifhed, 

*  abhorring  that  luch  a  thing  fhould  be  done,  or  fo  much 
'  as  thought  of,  by  any  that  bear  the  name  o:  christians. 
I  When  1  had  fhewn  the  letter  to  his  Majefty,  I    to!3 

N  •  him^ 
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commons,    after  it  had   yoted  his  MajefliyV 

con- 


6  him,  I  was  fent  to  fafeguard,  and  not  to  murther  him, 

4  I  wiflit  him  to  be  confident  no  fuch  thing  mould  be 

*  done.  I  would  ftrft  die  at  his  foot  in  his  defence  5 
'  and  I  therefore  (hewed  it  him,  that  he  might  be  af- 
6  fured,  though  menacing  fpeeches  came  frequently  to 

W  Peck's    c  his  care,  our  general  officers  abhorred   fo  bloody  and 
curiofa,  lib.  e  villaneous  a  fact  (£).*— — ~  Mi /tori's  vindication  of  Crom- 
k,  -p,  42.     welly  againft  the  charge  of  perfuad'ing  the  King  to  with- 
draw into  the  I  fie  of  JVight^  muft  not  be  here  omitted. 

c  Alterum  eft  crimen  perfuafiffe  regi  Cromuellum,   u£ 

f  in  infulam  Veclim  clanculum  fe  fubduceret.  Gonftat 
regem  Carolum  ,rem  fuam  multis  alias  rebus  j.ter  fuga 
perdidifTe;  primum  cum  Londlno  Eboracum  fugit,  de- 
inde  cum  ad  Scotos  in  Anglla  conduclitios,  poftremo  cum 
ad  infulam  Veclim.  At  hujus  poftremae  fuafor  era£ 
Crcmuellus.  Optime ;  fed  tamen  ego  regies  illos  pri- 
f  mum  miror,  qui  Carolum  toties  affirmare  non   dubi- 

*  tant  fuifie  prudentiflimum,  &  eundem  fimul  vix  un- 
c  quam   fuse  fpontis ;  five   apud  amicos   live  inimicos, 

*  in  aula  vel  in  caftris,  in  aliena  fere  poteftate  femper 
6  fuiffe;  nunc  uxoris,  nunc  epifcoporum,  nunc  purpu- 
s  ratorum,    nunc    militum,    denique,  hoflium :     pejora 

plerumque  confilia3  &  pejorum  ferme  fequutum  ;  Ca- 
rolo   perfuadetur,    Carolo   imponitur,    Carolo   illuditur 

5  metus  incutitur,  fpes'vana  oftenditur,  velut  praeda  om- 
nium communis,  tam  amicorum  quam  hoflium,  agitur 
&  fertur  Carolus.  Aut  hsec  e  fcriptis  fuis  tollant,  aut 
fagacitatem  Caroli  prsedicare  defiftant.  Fateor  dein- 
de,  quam  vis  prudentia  atque  confilio  prseftare  puU 
crum  fit  tamen  ubi  refpublica  faclionibus  laborat, 
fuis  incommodis  haud  carere  ;  &  confultiffimum  quern- 
que  eo  magis  obnoxium  calumniis  utriufque  partis 
reddere :  hoc  faepe  Cromueilo  obfuit  :  hinc  Presbyte- 
riani,  inde  hoftes  quicquid  in  fe  durius  fieri  putanfc 
non  id  communi  fenatus  confilio,  (ed  Cromueilo  foli 
imputant;  immo  fi  quid  per  imprudentiam  ipf]  male 
gerunt,  id  do! is  &  fraud ibu»  Cromuelli  aflignare  non 

5  c  eru~ 
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erubefcunt  ;  culpa  omnis  in  eura  derivatur,  omnis  in 
eum  faba  cuclitur.  Et  tamen  certiffirnum  eft  fugam  ad 
ve£Um  regis  Caroli  ahfenti  turn  aliquot  millibus  paf- 
fuurn  Cromuel/o,  tam  novum  accidifTe  &  inopinatum, 
quam  cuiiibet  ex  fenatu  turn  in  urbe  verfanti^  quern 
ut  de  re  inopinatiffima  fibi  recens  allata  per  literas  cer- 
tiorem  fecit.  Res  autem  ita  fe  habuit ;  exercitus 
univerfi  vocibus  rex  territus,  qui  eum  nullis  officiis 
fuis  aut  pollicitis  factum  meliorem,  ad  fupplicium  pof- 
cere  jam  tunc  caeperat,  ftatuit  cum  duobus  tantum- 
modo  confciis  noclurna  fuga  fibi  confulere  :  vcrum 
fugiendi  certior,  quam  quo  fugeret,  per  comitum  fuo- 
rum  vel  imperitiam  vel  timiditatem,  inops  confilii 
quo  fe  reciperet,  Hamundo  VeCtis  ihfulse  pratfidi.  fe 
ultro  dedidit  ;  ea  fpe,  facilem  fibi  ex  ea  infula,  para- 
to  jam  navigio,  tranfitum  in  Galliam  aut  in  Belgium 
fore.  Haec  ego  de  fuga  regis  in  Vectim  ex  iis  comperi 
quibus  rem  totam  pernofcendi  quam  proxima  facultas 
erat  (£).'  /.  e.  f  Another  crime  is,  that  Cromwell  per-  ^  ^rofe 
fuaded  the  King  to  withdraw  himfelf  privately  to  the  Vol.  ii!  p. 
Ifle  of  Wight.  Now  its  plain  King  Charles  ruined  his  396. 
own  affair  otherwife  in  many  things,  and  no  lefs 
than  three  times  by  flight  :  as,  firfr,  when  he  Bed 
from  London  to  York  ;  afterwards,  when  he  ran  to  the 
hireling  Scots  in  England;  and,  laft  of  all  to  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.  But  Cromwell  was  the  perfuader  of  this 
laft  flight  !  Good  indeed  !  But  I  firft  admire  thofe 
royalifts,  who  never  flick  to  affirm  fo  often,  that 
Charles  was  one  of  the  mod:  prudent  perfons  living, 
and  ftill,  that  the  fame  man  was  hardly  ever  at  his 
own  difpofal :  that,  whether  with  his  enemies  or  his 
friends,  in  the  court  or  in  the  camp,  he  was  almoft: 
always  in  the  power  of  another;  now  of  his  wife, 
then  of  the  bifhops ;  now  of  the  peers,  then  of  the 
foldiery  ;  and  laft  of  his  enemies  :  that,  for  the  moft 
part,  he  followed  the  worfer  counfels ;  and,  almoft 
always,  of  the  worfer  men.  Charles  is  perfuaded  ; 
Charles,  is  impofed  on  ;  Charles  is  deceived  ;  fear  is  im- 
prefTed  on  him  ;  vain  hope  is  fet  before  him  ;  QharUs 
is  carried  and  hurried  about,  as  if  he  was  the  com- 
mon prey  of  all,  both  friends  and  enemies.     But  let 

N  2  «  thorn 
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€  them  either  blot  thefe  things  out  of  their  writ* 
6  ings,  or  elfe  give  over  trumpeting  up  the  fagacity  of 
€  Charles,  Next,  I  confefs,  though  it  be  honoura- 
1  ble    to   excel     in    prudence    and   counfel,    yet   that, 

*  where  a  commonwealth  labours  under   factions,  this 

*  doth  not  always  want  its  inconveniencies  ;  but  ren- 
€  ders  any,  even  the  mod  prudent,  fo  much  the  more 
c  obnoxious  to  the  calumnies  of  each  party.  This  of- 
€  ten  was  the  cafe  of  Cromwell.  On  the  one  fide,  the 
e  Presbyterians ;  on  the  other,  the  enemy  [Royalifts] 
c  whatever  hardfhips   they  are  loaded  with,  impute  it 

*  all,  not   to  the   common   advice  of  parliament,    but 

*  of  Cromwell  only.  Nay,  if  themfelves  imprudently 
6  acl:  any  thing  amifs,  do  not  blufh  to  lay  it  wholly  to 
c  the  deceits  and  frauds,  of  Cromwell  I     All  the  fault  is 

*  thrown  upon  him  ;  all  the  black  is  (tuck  upon  his 
'coat.  And  yet  it  is  moft  certain,  that  the  flight  of 
6  King  Charles  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  fell  out  as  new  and 

*  unexpectedly  to  Crcmuell  (who  was  then  fome  miles 
s  off)  as  it  was  furprifing  to  any  of  the  parliament,  at 
6  that  time  refiding  in  London^  whom  he  made  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  it  by  letter,  as  of  a  mod  unlooked-for  acci- 
4  dent,  the  news  whereof  was  juft  then  brought  him. 
'  Now  the  matter  happened  thus  :  the  King  (affrighted 

*  by  the  menaces  of  the  whole  army,  who,  finding  him 
6  nothing  amended,  either  by  their  good  offices  or  pro- 
's mifes  for  him,  had  now  begun  to  require  he  mould 
&  be  brought  to  punifhment)  determined,  with  only  two 

*  attendants,  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety  by  a  noclur- 
'  nal  flight ;  but  furer  of  flying,  than  whither  he  (hould 

*  fly,  either  by  the  unskilfulnefs  or  timidity  of  hiscom- 
s  panions ;  and,  not  knowing  where  to  betake  himfelf, 
c  he,  at  laft,  voluntarily  threw  himfelf  into  the  hands 
c  of  Hammond,  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  with 
s  this  hope,  that  he  might  find  an  eafy  paffage  out  of 
4  that  ifland,  a  fmall  veffel  being  provided  privately 
c  for  the  purpofe,  either  into  France  or  Holland.     And 

*  thefe  matters,  touching  the  King's  flight  into  the  Ifle  of 
&  Wight,  I  learnt  of  them,  who  had  as  great  advantage 

*  as  may  be  for  knowing  the  truth.' — — This  feems  very 
ilrong  in  Cromwell's  behalf.-— —But,  had  he  wrote  the 
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conceffions  a  fufficient  ground  (ee)  to  pro- 
ceed 


letter  to  Whalhy,  with  the  defign  fuggefted,  of  which 
there  is  no  proof,  where  would  have  been  the  harm  of 
it,  as  I  before  faid,  or  who  would  not  have  thought 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  have  acled  a  like  part  with  a  man 
of  fuch  a  character  and  fuch  views  ?  The  ftatefman, 
perhaps,  would  not  eafily  be  found  ;  or,  if  fuch  an  one 
there  were,  his  underflanding  would  not  be  greatly  ad- 
mired by  men  of  the  fame  profeflion. 

(Ee)  He  defeated  the  Welch  and  Scots,  and  purged 
the  houfe  of  commons,  &c]  Charles  having  thrown  him- 
felf into  the  hands  of  Hammond,  governor  of  the  lile 
of  Wight^  was  treated  by  him  with  great  civility  and 
refpect.  And  the  parliament,  who  had  been  much 
alarmed  at  his  Majefly's  efcape,  being  informed  of  the 
place  of  hi  abode,  determined  to  fend  commiflioners 
to  the  lile  of  Wight,  in  order  to  treat  with  him  con- 
cerning peace,  fo  necefTary  to  himfelf  and  the  kingdom. 
But,  on  the  King's  refufal  to  agree  to  the  preliminary 
propofitions,  they  immediately  determined  to  make  no 
more  addreiTes  to  him,  but  to  proceed  to  the  fettlement 
of  the  nation  without  him.  Their  reafons  they  fub- 
mitted  to  the  public,  in  a  declaration  which  was  printed 
and  difperfed  in  every  corner.  This  declaration,  and 
the  votes  on  which  it  was  founded,  very  juftiy  alarmed 
the  fears  of  Charles  and  his  friends.  They  wrote,  they 
petitioned,  they  were  tumultuous  at  the  door  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and,  at  length,  had  recourfe  to 
arms  in  his  favour.  Bat  none  of  thefe  things,  for  the 
prefent,  fucceeded.  The  infu  recli  n  under  the  lords 
Gcring  and  Capel,  on  the  furrender  of  Colchejier  to  Fair- 
fax, came  to  nothing;  that  in  IVales,  under  colonel 
Poyer,  Cromwell,  with  no  very  great  difficulty,  fubdued  ; 
and,  immediately,  with  very  fpeedy  marches,  he  came 
up  with  Duke  Hamilton,  who  himfelf' was  taken  pri- 
soner, and  the  whole  body  of  Scots  and  E?igliJ}j,  under 
his  command,  routed.  This,  properly,  put  a  period  to 
the  fecond  civil  war,  in  which  the  rafhnefs  and  impru- 

N    3  dence 
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ceed  upon   for  the  fettkment  of  the  peace 

of 


dence  of  the  one  fide  was  as  remarkable,  as  the  valour 
and  good   co;  du£t  of  the  other.     4  All  this   great  vie- 

*  tory,*  fays  Clarendon,  x  was  got  by  Cromwell,  with  an 
6  army  amounting  to  a  third  part  of  the  Scots  in  num- 
i  ber,  if  they  bad  been  all  together;  and  it  was  not  di- 

*  minifned  half  an  hundred  in-  obtaining  this  victory, 
..                *  after  the  Engiijb  forces,  under  Langdale  had  been  de- 

.  i6-°.'V*  c  feated  (/).'  This  was  the  battle  of  Prejlon,  fought 
Auguft  17 5  1648.  The  Scots  army  were  c  twelve 
6  thoufand  foot,  well  armed,  and  five  thoufand  horfe. 
c   Langdale  had   two   thoufand   five  hundred   foot,    and 

*  one  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe;  in  all  twenty  one 
4  thoufand  ;  and  in  the  parliament's  army,  in  all,  about 

*  eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  !  and,  of  the  enemy,  about 
€  two  thoufand  were    flain,    and  about  nine  thoufand 

*  prifoners  taken,  befides  what  were  lurking  in  hedges 
(■')  Whit-  '  an(^  private  places,  which  the  country  people  daily 
lock,  p.  332. c  brought  in  or  deftroyed  (_/).'     For  this  victory  a  fo~ 

lemn  thankfgiving  was  ordered  throughout  the  king- 
f*N  Tortraai  dom,  on  *&£  feventh  of  September  following  (*).  After 
of  the  houfe  this  Cromwell  marched  forward  for  Scotland,  in  order 
of  com-  effectually  to  fupprefs  the  Hamiltonian  party.  In  his 
mons  ug.  rnarcj1  Yiis  diftipline  was  very  exac~t,  and  his  order  fo 
si,  J&435.  ( •■■•    ■  r         i  '  v  1   •  •  1 

good,  that  no  ground   or  complaint   was  given    to  the 

inhabitants.     At  length  he  ariivtd  at  Edinburgh,  '  where 

*  he  was  received  with  great  ceremony,  and  demanded, 

*  that  hone,  who  had  been  in  action  in  the  late  wicked 
€  engagement  and  invafion,  might,  henceforward,  be 
'  employed  in  any  public  place  of  truff. ;  to  which  the 

*  committee  of  eftates  there  gave  a  fatisfadory  anfwer, 
6  He  had  alfo  vifits  and  conferences  with  commiffioners 

*  from   the  kirk,  and  from  the  provofr.  and  magiftrates 

*  of  Edinburgh,  and   a   flrong  guard   of  foldiers   at  his 

*  lodging.  At  the  time  of  his  being  at  Edinburgh  fe« 
4  veral  other  demands  were  made   bv   him  to  the  com- 

*  mittee  of    eftates,  who  gave  him    very  fair  anfvver, 

*  and  he  referved  liberty  for  the  parliament  of  England 

«  to 
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qf  the  kingdom.     This   was  ufually    called 

Prides 


6  to  make  fuch  farther  demands  as  they  fhould  think 
fi  requifite.  The  charges  of  Cromwell's  entertainment, 
c  and  of  all  his  company,  during  the  time  of  their  being 

*  at  Edinburgh,  were  defrayed   by  the  lord   provoft  of 

*  the  city,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  eftates ;  and 
c  Cromwell,  Hajelrigge,  and  the  reft  of  their  company, 
6  were  entertained  by  general  Leven,  the  lord  Argyte, 
6  and  many  other  lords,  at  a  fumptuous  banquet  in  the 
'  caftle.     At  their  going  away,  the  caftle  faluted  them, 

'  with  many  great  guns,  and  vollies  of  fmall  {hot,  and  / 

6  divers  lords  convoyed  them  out  of  the  city  (#).* ■  [Jk  vl2*9 

Whilft  Oliver  was  in  Scotland,  the  parliament,  fearing 
the  army,  who  had  fo  frequently  been  troublefome  to 
them,  and  likewife  the  adherents  of  the  King,  who 
had  rifen  fo  lately  in  his  favour,  and  willing,  if  poffible, 
to  procure  peace  to  the  kingdom,  revoked  the  votes  of 
no  more  addrelTes,  opened  a  treaty  with  his  Majefty  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  were  about  to  have  brought 
matters  to  a  conclufion.  But  the  foldiery,  dreading  the 
confequences  of  a  peace  with  refpecl:  to  themfelves, 
feized  the  king  at  Newport,  conducted  him  under  guard 
to  Hurft-caftle,  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the  houfe  of 
common?  againft  any  further  treaty,  and  iniifted  on  \ 
bringing  him  and   his  adherents  to  juftice.     The  houfe 

was  now  alarmed -they  voted  that  the  feizure  of  the 

King  was  without  their  knowledge  or  confent,  and  that 
his  conceflions  to  the  propofitions  upon  the  treaty  were 
a  fufficient  ground  to  proceed  upon  for  the  fettlement 
of  the  kingdom.  Whereupon  the  army  marched  up 
to  London,  feized  and  imprifoned  a  good  number  of  the 
members,  ar.d  hindered  very  many  more  from  going 
into  the  houfe  ;  whereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that  every 
thing  was  carried  according  to  their  own  determina- 
tions. This  exclufion  and  force  on  the  houfe  was  on 
the  ftxth   of  December,    one  thoufand    fix  hundred  and 

forty-eight. On  the  next  day,  at  the  requeft  of  an 

eminent  man  in  the  army,  the  following   petition  was 

N  4  printed. 
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Pride's  purge,  frop  the  officer  employed  tq 

feizQ 


printed.  I  give  it  as  a  euriofity  to.  the  reader,  who 
tnay  confider  it  as  valuable,  on  account  of  the  matter 
and  the  manner  ;  however,  as  it  has  efcaped  the  notice 
of  other  writers,  it  will  have  the  merit  of  novelty 
here. 

6  To  the  right  honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax, 
*  our  faithful  general, 

*■  The  humble  petition  of  all  the  officers  and  foldiers 
c  of  the  regiment'  commanded  by  colonel  Thomas 
*  Pride, 

'  Humbly  fheweth, 

*  TI/  HE  RE  AS  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  of  Holts 
;      (who  was  called  upon  to  decide  the  controverfy 

of  this   nation)  to   write   his  name  upon  your  fword 

*  in  very  legible  characters,  as  appears  upon  record 
twice,  viz,'  in  the  year  —45,  where  we  had  114  vic- 
tories, and  now  this  lad  fu miner  above  30,  even  to 
our  aflonifhment,  who  were  ufed   by  you  in  that  fer- 

*  vice,  that  thofe 'proud  billows   in  Wales ,  England  $xA 

*  Scotland,  have  been  bounded  and  calmed,  in  lefs  than 
6  fix  months ;  and  when  through  many  tirefome  marches 
6  and  confiictings  with  many  deaths  (to  fay  no  niore, 
*.  left  we  be  counted   boafters)   we  thought    when    the 

*  north  and  the  fouth  wind  had  thus  blown  upon  the 
c  garden^  that  the  fpices  would  have  flown  out:  behold 
4  we  have  our  forrdws  repealed,  and  our  fears  increaf- 
'  ed,  making  our  wounds  even  to"  bleed  afrem.     For, 

*  1.  We  find  many' good  and  juft  petitions  from  city, 
&  country  and  army,  not  only  unanfwered,  laid  by.,  and 

*  (lighted,  but  alfo  things  contrary  to  their  honeft  de- 
fc  fires  practized  ;  which  appears  fir  ft,  by  treating  with  a 
s  conquered  enemy,  contrary  to  the  vote  of  non-addref- 
$  fes,  againft:   which  this  army  is  engaged  by  life  and 

''death's 
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feize  and  fecure  the  members.     High  com- 
plaints 

«  death ;  yea,  and  to  make  the  treaty  the  fruits  of  our 
«  victories  over  the  Scuts,  refplvingto  beg  mercy  of  him, 
f  the  very  hour  that  army  of  his  was  begging  mercy  of 
6  us.  Secondly,  not  only  treating,  but  failing  from 
c  their  refolved  proportions,  efpecially  in  that  of  delir- 
«,  quents,  from  37  not  to  be  fpared  to  7,  and  thofe  nei- 
S  ther  confiderable,  npr  attainable,  mocking  the  people 
1  in  their  covenant,  which  is  to  bring  thefe  to  condign  - 
c  punifhment,  and  as  if  that  were  not  enough,  to  abate 

*  fo  much  in  compositions  of  the  reft,  (as  if  fuch  a 
?  compliance  was  intended)  as  we   fhould  change  con- 

*  ditions  with  the  enemy,  and  fight  and  conquer  our- 
%  felves  into  ilavery.  Thirdly,  to  add  more  load  to  the 
?  grieved  petitioners,  their  beft  friends,  and  gratify  the 

*  worft  of  enemies,  14  days  more  is  granted,  tendring 

*  a  compJyance  upon  any  terms ;  yea,  though  by  agree- 
f  ment,  he  hath  taken  upon  him  the  blood  of  the  three  king" 
c  doms :  and  to  leave  us  hopelefs  of  any  good  by  him, 

*  he  abets  his  fon  in  that  pyracy,  and  Ormond'm  that  re- 

<  newed  confpiracy  again!!  that  little  proteftant  blood 
$  unexhaufted  in  Ireland*     Nor  can  we  but  be  thought- 

<  ful  why  fame  notice  might  not  have  been  given  to 
c  your  excellency  and  army,  concerning  a  treaty,  fince 
4  our  truftees  have  fo  often- acknowledged  God  to  have 

*  fent  them  prefervation  by  this  hand  but  we  only  point 
'  at  that.  We  take  leave  to  tell  your  excellency  what 
\  you  hear  of  daily  to  your  intolerable  grief,  the  army 
c  muft  be  made  again  the  burthenfome  ftone  to  the  peo- 

*  pie  (which  is  no  new  defign)   by  their  non-  payment, 

*  and  even  then  (if  ever)   it  had  fweat  blood    for  their 

*  fafety,  by  whom  thus  unworthily  neglected  we  muft 
c  profefs   not  an  ingenious  foldier  of  the  meaneft  rank, 

*  but  doth  blufli  to  receive  his  unpayed   for  entertain- 

*  ment;    and    the   rather,   1.  Becaufe  unexpectedly  re- 
■  *  turns  to  it.     2.  Becaufe  the  country   pays  their  taxes. 

*  3.  Becaufe  bad  men  are  enriched  by  it.     4.  Becaufe 

*  fhame  and  contempt  will  be  the  foldiers  portion.     5. 

<  Be- 
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plaints  were  made  of  this  adicn3  as  infole.nt, 

unjuft, 

'  Becaufe  it  ftill  fows  feed  of  new  broils  where  people 
c  are  thus  abufed.  Sir,  we  have  much  to  complain  of, 
e  but  of  nothing  more  than  that  the  main  ends  of  the/e 
€  wars,  crowned  with  mercy  even  to  miracle,  are  not 
€  reaped,  the  fox  ftealing  that  from  us  by  fubtilty, 
fc  which  the  lyon  could  not  tear  by  cruelty.  Where- 
c  fore  in  our  own  names,  and  the  names  of  the  betrayed, 
4  abufed  people  of  England,  we  humbly  befeech  your 
.  6  excellencies  affiftance  of  us,  and  concurrence  with  us, 

*  in  thefe  enfuing  requefts  and  groans  of  our  fouls,  which 

*  may  not  long  be  denied  us,  left  we  faint  or  ilruggle  as 

*  we  can,  for  the  life  of  goo/1  men  and  a  good  caufe. 

I.  That  juftice  may  fuddenly  and  equally  be  difpenfed 

*  according  to  the  defjres  of  our  honoured  friends  in  Len- 

*  don,  Leicejierjhlre,  and  others,   manifefted   by  their  fe- 
6  veral  petitions,  and  the  parliament's  declaration  con- 

*  cerning  the  King's  evils  afferted  ;  or  bewailed   and  re- 
i  pen  ted. 

6  \l.  That  your  army  be  inftantly  reckoned  withall, 
6  and  paid,  and  fo dealt  with  for  the  future  (if  they  mull: 
"  be  ufed)  that  every    regiment  may  know  their  own 

*  county,  and  there  receive  their  pay  immediately,  with- 
6  out  any  other   treafurers  or  ways  of  trouble,    that  fo 

the  people  themfelves  may  fee  what  they  have  for  their 
money.  In  this  we  are  impatient,  or  fo  paiTionately 
affected,  that  we  gafpe  for  help.  This  regiment  hath 
had  but  one  month's  pay  fince  May,  having  marched 

*  1300  miles  this  furnmer. 
c  ill.  That  the  people  may  know  in  print,  with   all 

*  fpeed,  which  way  all  public  monies  are  difpofed  of  in 

*  all  counties  and  places,  and  that  of  all  kinds  ;  which 

*  rr}ay  be  done,   if  every  collector  and  receiver  of  money 

*  be  forthwith  enjoined  to  print  their  receipts  and  dif- 
6  burfements,  for  if  the  foldiers  be  not  paid,   the  people 

*  afk  what's  become  of  the  revenue,  compofitions,  fe- 

*  queftrations,  excife,  lands,   &c. 

«  IV. 
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unjaft,  tyrannical,  and  fubverfive  of  the  free- 


4  IV.  That  we  may  have  a  juft  and  righteous  govern- 

*  ment  fettled  in   this    nation,  advancing  godlinefs,    we 

*  abhorring  anarchy,    confufion,     and    levelling   men's 

*  eitates,  fo  often  charged  upon  us:  for  which, ends  we 
'  defire  thefe  two  things,  in  purfuance  of  which  (by  help 
i  from  heaven)  we  refolve  to  venture  our  all.     Firft,  that 

*  the  grand  and  capital  enemies,  may,  without  delay, 
c  be  brought  to  juftice,  which  is  the  main  root  of  our 
'  mifery,  we  finding  ail  other  ways  attempted  altoge- 
f  ther  invalid  to  carry  on  this  work  of  common  fafety. 
4  Secondly,  for  the  difpatch  of  juftice  upon  all  delin- 
4  quents,  for   the  rectifying  all   crooked  things  among 

*  us,  and  for  the  good  of  us  and  the  generations  to  come, 
c  we  humbly  conceive  our  laft  and  fur  eft  way  will  be 
c  for  your  excellency  and  the  army,  to    make  a  fp'eedy 

*  offer  to  the  commons  houfe  in  your  name  and  the  ar- 

*  mies,  and  in  behalf  of  all  England,  that  fuch  of  them 
c  as  have  been  faithful  to  the  kingdoms  intereff,  declare 
'  with  you  and  the  nation  ;  and  that  the  contrary  mind- 
c  ed,  falfe,  royal,  and  neutral  party  may  know,  that 
4  our  enemies  muff,  not  be  our  rulers,  we  profeffing  that 

*  good  men,  rather  than  good  laws,  muftfaveus,  though 
'  we  disjoin  them  not.     And  to  this  lafi:  work  we  hunr- 

*  bly  incite  your  excellency,  the  army,  and  all  true  E»g- 

*  li/h  hearts;   without  which   we  fhall  not  forbear  any 

*  means  the  Lord  (ball  direct  us  to,  whereby  we  may 
'  free  ourfelves,  from  the  guilt  of  enflaving  the  kingdom, 
6  to  one,  or  more ;  and  if  any  fhall  object,  we  put 
'.  violence  upon  authority,  we  hereby  proclaim  to  the 
4  world,  that  neither  your  excellency  nor  ourfelves  have 
c  received  commiffions  from  the  parliament  as  now 
c  conftituted,  the  fwaying  part  thereof,  (as  lately  in 
'  Scotland)  brought  over  to  the  King's  defigns  :  but  from 
c  that  good  party  in  it,  who  ftruggled  through  many  ha- 
€  zards,  to  model   this   army   for  the   kingdoms  fafety: 

*  Nor  are  we  to  attend  forms  and   cuftoms  in  this   ex- 

*  tremity  j  we  can  as  willingly  fet  down  as  march,  fuf- 

<  fer 
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dom    of  the  parliament.     OtJiers,    on 


con-* 


€  fer  as  acl,  would  but  the  godly  party  in  the  kingdom 

*  call  us    thereunto,  and  think  themfelves  preferved  by 

*  it.     But  the  people  call  to  us  for  thefe  things,  and  we 

*  to  your   excellency,   your  known  worth   inviting   us 

*  hereunto  :  in  profecution  of  which,  as  an  unparalleled 
4  inftrument,  we  (hall  live  or  dys  with  your  excellency^ 

*  having  foiemnly  promifed,  in  anfwer  to  the  wonders 
c  God  hath  wrought  amongft  us,  to  attempt  and  attend 
4  thefe  two  laft  expedients   through   all  hazards.     We 

*  cannot  fo  undervalue  our  God,  and  the  rich  experience 

*  we  have  had  in  behalf  of  this  nation,  as  to  fee  them 
c  lie  (like  Ifjachar)  under  thefe  finful  burdens,  our  colds, 

*  heats,  nakednefs,  want,  hunger,  hardfhips,  difficulties, 
f  dangers,  cares,  fears,  out  of  which   our   bleffed    and 

*  ever  to  be  praifed  God,  hath  brought  us,  fuggefling 
6  thefe  things  unto  us,  for  that  flock  of  {laughter  in  fhrs 

(Ft  Mode-    '  kingdom.     Sir,   we  can  dye,  but   not  endure  to  fee 
»ate  Intel-    *  our  mother  England  dye  before  us  (/).' — ■ — -From  this 
Siaencer,      addrefs   is    eafily  to    be  collected  the  fpirit  of  the  army, 
j^fgj*        the  principles  on  which  it  a&ed,  the  authority  it  afFism- 
ed,  and  the  hazard  of  contending  with  it.     It  appears  tb 
have  looked  on  itfelf  as  an  independant  body,  capabre 
of  advifing,  directing  and   giving  the   law  to  the  fenate 
and  people  of  England.     This  was  the  effect  of  the  fdf^ 
denying  ordinance,  which  was  forefeen  by  many,  and 
now  felt  by  all.     What  was  alledged  in  defence  of  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  army,  will  be  found  in  the  follow- 
ing note.     I  cannot  but  obferve  here  to  the  reader,  the 
©  ... 

fpirit  of  the  Englijh  royaliits  at  this  time.  Tlie  Scots 
bad  raifed  an   army  in  aid  of  the   King,  the  parliament 

was  garbelied  for  treating  of  a  peace  with    him was 

not  this  meritorious  in  the  eye  of  a  cavalier  ?  Far  from 
it — at  this  very  time,  both  Scots  and  parliament  were 
treated  with  the  utrnoft.  virulence  and  contempt  by  thofe 
very  perfons,  for  whofe  mafter  they  had  fubjecled  them- 
felves to  the  greateli:  inconveniencies.  Speaking  of  the 
%?rc*y  under  Hamilton^  and   its  defeat^  a  writer  of  this 

time 
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contrary,  have  attempted  to  vindicate  it,  and 
•  r  apo~ 

time  has  the  following  expreffions.     e  If  was  never  yet 

*  known  that  the  blew  bonnet  would  enter  lifts  upon 

*  the  gilded  promifes  of  a  public  faith,  or  the   huxters 

*  cold  hopes  of  beft  be  truft.  And  when  all  this  is  done; 
4  be  confident,  their  hands  will  be  more  ready  to  re- 
*.  ceive  it,  than  their  hearts  to  earn  it.  It  has  ever  been 
4  obferved  of  the  peafantry  of  that  nation,  that  they 
c  could  feed  better  than  fight.  Plundering  was  their 
«  only  mafter  piece:  which  they  could  finger  with  fuch 
c  dexterity,  as  if  they  had  been  nurfed  and  bred  up  in 

*  that  trade  from  their  infancy.'— And  again—*  What 

e  elfe  could  be  expe&edby  CaHdon,  being  by  chronolo- 

*  gifts  rendered  to  be  the  emblem  of  difloyalty;  a  flran-  : 

*  ger  to   equity;  an  harbour  for  injury ;  the  magazine  [^  SjKr?_ 

s  of  iniquity;  the  counterfeit  of  amity  {tp}.3 -With  ficeprefent- 

refpect  to   the  members  of  parliament  excluded  by  the  ^  ln  th€ 
army,  they  were  treated  in  the  like  fcurrilous  manner  by  Deaths  of 
the  fame  party  in  the  following  verfes.  Sir  Charles 

JLucas  and 

*  Farewell  ye  race  of  Judas  that  betray 'd  ♦  Lifle>  p>  ~1 

*  The  King  vour  royal  mafter;  and  have  lay'd  38.  12010, 

*  Such  burthens  on  our  fhoulders,  God  on  high  l648, 
i  Grant  you  a  dire  and  bloody  tragedie. 

c  You  were  the  champions  of  a  wicked  eaufe  ; 

c  You  have  unthron'd  your  fovereigne  ;  and  the  laws 

'  By  you  are  quite  fubverted  :  you  have  rent 

c  In  pieces  a  rnoft  blefTed  government. 

'  Now  let  their  juft  and  woful  cries  and  tears, 

t  Whom  you  made  widowes  pierce  th'  Almighties  ears 3 

*  And  let  thofe  orphans,  who  bv  your  exprefte 

*  Have  loft  their  fathers,  and  are  fatherlefte ; 

*  Roare  loud  for  deadly  vengeance,  and  God  grant 

c  As  they,  your  wives  and  children  may  know  want. 
c  We'll  to  your  graves  your  herfes  laughing  bring, 

*  Inftead  of  dirges  we  will  carolls  fing: 
c  In  joyful  ftrains  we'll  pen  your  elegies, 

*  And  chronicle  your  {linking  memories. 

6  Say- 
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apologize  for  Cromwell^  the  author  and  abet- 


tor 


{*)  Mercu-       c  Saying  here  lies,   (and  no  man  doth  lament) 
rius  Prag-         c  ^'ne  rotten  members  of  a  parliament  (n)9 

maticus,  *  \   j 

Dec.  19, 

2648.  Lord    Clarendon's   treatment    of  thefe  gentlemen,  as 

(o)Seevol.   we]j  ag  tjie  Scottijb  nation,  is  not  much  more  decent  (0). 

andP24o.  '  Milton  therefore  fcems  to  have  had  reafon  for  cau- 
tioning them  'To  beware  an  old  and  perfect  enemy, 
6  who  though  he  hope  by  fowing  difcord  to  make  them 
c  his  inftruments,  yet  cannot  forbear  a  minute  the  open 

(p)  Tenure  <  threatning  of  his  defperate  revenge  upon  them,  when 

°^?MSSif   C  *key  ^ave  ^ervec^  ms  purpofes  (/>).'     A  caution   how- 
trates,  in  his  ever  reafonable,  yet  neglected  by  thofe  concerned,  till 
Works,  vol.  their  old   and   perfect  enemy   had  opportunity  of  fati- 
J- P-  357-      ating  the  defperate  revenge  he  had  threatned.     But  to 
proceed,  in  all  this  affair  of  the  exclufion  of  the  mem- 
bers, Cromwell's  name  appears  not.     Nay  Mr.  Ludlow 
tells  us,  *  that   lieutenant-general   Cromwell  the  night 
4  after  the  interruption  of  the  houfe  arrived  from  Scdt- 

*  land  and  lay  at  Whitehall,  where,  and  at  other  places, 

*  he  declared  he  had  not  been  acquainted  with  this   de- 

i  272° '  1#  '  %n '  yet  ^ince  lt  was  done,  he  was  glad  of  it,  and 
(;■)  SeeFJa-'  would  endeavour  to  maintain  it  (q).9  Others  fay,  '  it 
gellurh)  p.  c  was  dQne  by  CromzvelPs  command  (r).'  However 
this  be,  we  need  not  doubt  but  Ireton,  "and  the  other 
chief  officers  concerned,  were  fully  fatisfied  they  had 
Cromwell's  approbation.  They  would  not  have  taken 
fuch  a  ftep  without  it.  For  though  Fairfax  was  eafy 
and  manageable,  Cromwell  was  very  different,  nor  would 
he  have  failed  (hewing  his  refentment  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  have  prefumed  to  have  acted  oppofite  to  his  will. 
His  declarations  on  this  head  are  not,  I  think,  much  to 
be  regarded.  Politicians  have  a  language  of  their  own. 
They  abound  with  quirks,  fubtelties  and  diftin&ions  ; 
*they  explain  away  and  interpret  as  they  imagine  will' bed 
fuit  their  circumftances  and  conveniences.  To  all  this, 
if  we  add  Crom well's  known  diffimulation',  we  fhall  fee 
little  caufe  to  rely  much  on  them.     I  will  clofe  this  note. 

with 
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tor  of  it.     Their  reafons  will  be  found  be- 
low (ff).     What  followed  is  well  known— 

Suffice 

with  obferving  that  the  houfe  of  commons  having  no- 
tice of  thefeizing  of  their  members,  with  great  Teeming 
earneftnefs  apply ed  to  the  general  for  their  releafe,  and 
declared  it  to  be  their  pofitive  pleafure  that  they  be 
forthwith  difcharged  ;  but  no  anfwer  fatisfa&ory  being 
returned,  they  were  forced  to  fubmit,  perhaps  not  un- 
willingly, to  the  lofs  of  them.  This  was  on  the  feventh 
of  December •,  when  it  was  '  Refolved  to  give  hearty 
c  thanks  to  Cromwell  for  very  great  and  eminently  faith- 

*  ful  fervices  performed  by  him  to  this  parliament  and 
4  kingdom,  both  in  this  kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of 
c  Scotland)  and  Mr.  Speaker  did  accordingly  give  him 

*  the  very  hearty  thanks  of  this  houfe  (s),'  (0  Journal, 
(ff)  The  reafons  far  pw  glng  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 

the  apology  for  Cromwell,  on  that  head,  are  here  to  be  given. ] 
On  the  nth  of  December  the  fecluded  and  fecured  mem- 
bers publifhed  a  printed  paper,  intituled  *  A  foJemne 
proteftation  of  the  imprifoned  and  fecluded  members  of 
the  commons  houfe:  againft  the  horrid  force  and  vio- 
lence  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army,  on  Wednes- 
day and  Thurfday  laft,  the  6th  and  7th  of  December, 
1648/  In  this  protection  '  They  folemnly  protef?: 
e  and  declare  to  the  whole  kingdom,  that  this  execrable 
s  force  and  open  violence  upon  their  perfons,  and  the 
c  whole  houfe  of  commons,  by  the  officers  and  army 
'  under  their  command,  in  matching  up  againft  their 
c  command  and  placing  ftrong  armed  guards  of  horfe 
c  and  foot  upon  them,  without,  and  againft  their  order, 
c  was  the  higheft  and  moft  deteftable  force  and  breach 
c  of  priviledge  and  freedom  ever  offered  to  any  parlia- 
c  ment  of  England;  and  that  all  a<5ts,  ordinances,  votes 

*  and  proceedings  of  the  faid  houfe  made  fince  the  6th 
c  of  December  aforefaid,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  during 
*-  their  reftraint  and  forcible  feclufion  from  the  houfe, 
'  and  the  continuance  of  the  armies  force  upon  it,  were 
.*  no  way  obligatory^  but  void  anci  nujl  to  all  intents  and 

\  •  .  *  pur- 
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Suffice  it  therefore  to  fay  that  the  votes  of  nd 

mord 

c  purpofes.  And  that  all  contrivers  of,  actors  in.,  and 
4  affirmants   to  this   unparalleled  force   and    t^reafonable 

*  armed  violence,  Vere  open  enemies  to,  and  profefied 

*  fubverters   of  the   priviledges,  rights  and   freedom  of 

*  parliament,  and  difturbers  of  the  peace  and  fettlement 

*  of  the  kingdom;  and  ought   to  be  proceeded  againtf 

*  as  fuch, :  and  that  all  members  of  parliament  and  com- 
c  moners  of  England,  by  their  folemn  covenant  and  duty, 
6  under  pain  of  deeped  perjury  and  eternal  infamy,  were 
c  obliged  unmimonily  to  oppofe  and  endeavour  to  their 
c  utmofl  power  to  bring  them  to  exemplary  and  con- 
c  digne  punifhment  for  this  tranfcendent  offence,  tend- 
c  ing  to  the  diflblution   of  the  prefent,  and  fubverfiori 

(0  Walker's c  of  all  future  parliaments,  and  of  the  fundamental  go- 

?nde7Je     '  vernment  and  laws  of  the  land  (t).9     This  bold  pro- 

cy,  partii."  teftation  being  complained  of  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 

p-  35«  and  the   houfe  of  lords,  produced  a  joint  declaration 

from  them,  in  which  c  They  judged  and  declared,  the 

6  faid  printed  paper  to  be  falfe,  fcandalous  arid  feditrous* 

c  and  tending  to  deftrOy  the  vifible  fundamental  govern- 

4  ment  of  the  kingdom :  and  therefore  ordered  and  or- 

c  dained  the  faid   printed  paper  to  be  fupprelTed  ;  and 

*  all  perfons  whatfoever  that  had  had  any  hand  in,  or 
'given  cohfent  unto  the  contriving,  framing,  printing 

*  or  publiming  thereof,  were  adjudged  uncapable  to  bear 

*  any  office,  or  have  any  place  of  trufl  or  authority  in 
c  the  kingdom,  or  to  fit  as  members  of  either  houfe  of 

*  parliament.  And  they  farther  ordered,  that  every 
c  member  of  either  houfe  that  were  then  abfent,  upon 

*  his  firft.  coming  to  fit  in  that  houfe  whereof  he  was  a 
t  members  for  the  manifeftation  of  his  innocency,  mould 
4  difavow  anddifclaim,  his  having  any  hand  in,  orgiv- 
c  ing  confent  unto  the  contriving,  framing,  printing  or 
e  publifhing  of  the   faid  paper,  or  the   matter  therein 

(a)  Id,  pi     e  contained  (it).' Here  are  no  reafons  we  fee  given 

36*  to  juffcify  the  exclufion.. We  muft  feek  them  cKq- 

where  then,  that  is,  in  the  writings  of  the  advocates  for 

the; 
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more  addreffes  were  re-affumed  3  the  tranf- 

aflions 

the  army,  and  the  admirers  of  the  change  which  foori 
after  happened.  Befides  thofe  which  may  be  collected 
from  the  petition  in  the  foregoing  note,  the  following 
have  been  offered  to  the  public. 

1.  Mr.  Ludlow  writes  that  c  Some  of  our  commif- 
4  fioners  who  had  been  with  the  King  [at  ISezvport] 
4  pleaded  in  the  houfe  for  a  concurrence  with  him,  as 
4  if  they  had  been  employed  by  him  ;  though  others 
4  with  more  ingenuity  acknowledged  that  they  would 
4  not.  advife  an  agreement  upon  thofe  terms,  were  it  not 
4  to  prevent  a  greater  evil  that  was  like  to  enfue  upon 

*  the   refufal    of  them.      But    Sir   Henry  Vane   fo  truly 

*  ftated  the  matter  of  fafi  relating  to  the  treaty,  and  i'o 
4  evidently  difcovered  the  defign  and  deceit  of  the  King's 

*  anfwer,  that  he  made  it  clear  to  us,  that  by  it  the  juf- 

*  tice  of  our  caufe  was  not  aiTerted^  nor  our  rights  fe- 
4  cured  for  the  future;  concluding  that  if  they  fhould 
4  accept  of  thefe  terms  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
4  army,  it   would  prove  but   a  feather    in   their  caps: 

4  notwithstanding  which,  the  corrupt  party  in  the  houfe     - 
t  having  bargained  for  their  own  and  the  nation's  liberty, 

*  refolved  to  break  through  all  hazards  and    inconveni- 

*  encies  to  make  good  their  contract,  and  after  twenty 
4  four  hours  debate,  refolved  by  the  plurality  of  votes^ 
'  that  the  King's  conceffions  were  ground  for  a  future 
4  fettlement.  At  which  fome  of  us  expreiling  our  dif- 
4  fatisfaction,  defired  that  our  proteftation  might  be  en- 
4  tered  ;  but  that  being  denied,  as  againft  the  orders  of 
4  the  houfe,  [  contented  myfelf  to  declare  publicly, 
4  that  being  convinced  that  they  had  deferted  the  com- 
'  mon  caufe  and  intereft  of  the  nation^  I  could  no  lon- 
4  ger  join  with  them;  the  reft  of  thofe  who  difiented 
4  alfo,  cxpreffing  themfelves  much  to  the  fame  purpofe* 
4  The  day  following,  fome  of  the  principal  officers  of 
4  the  army  came  to  London,  with  expectation  that  things 
4  would  be  brought  to  this  ifTue;  and  confulting  with 
'  fome  members  of  parliament   and  others,  it  was  con- 

C)  *  cludedr1 
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adions  of  the  parliament  with  the  King '  in 

the 


*  eluded,  after  a  full  and  free  debate,  that  the  meafures 

5  taken  by  the  parliament  were  contrary  to  the  truil:  re- 
£  pofed  in  them,  and  tending  to  contraft  the  guilt  of  the 

*  blood   that  had  been  fhed    upon   thernfelves  and  the 

*  nation  :  that  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  army  to 

*  endeavour  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  proceedings ;  having 

6  engaged  in   the  war,  not  (imply   as  mercenaries.,  but 

*  out  of  judgment  and  conscience,  being  convinced  thae 

*  the  caufe  in  which   they  were  engaged  was  juft,  and 
'!zha,'      '  tnat  tDe  good  of  the  people  was  involved  in  it  (■*).' 

2.  In  anfwer  to  the  illegality  of  the  aft,  and  the  in- 
competency of  the  aftors,  who  afTumed  a  jurisdiction  to 
which  they  had  no  right,  even  from  thofe  for  whofe 
good  and  benefit  they  pretended  to  have  done  this :  in 
anfwer  to  thefe  and  the  like  objections  it  was  faid, 
6  That  it  was  lawful  for  any  man,  even  by  violence,  to 

*  wreft  a  fword  out  of  the  hand  of  a  mad-man,  though 

*  it  be  never  (o  legally  his  from  whom  it  is  wrefled  ; — 
6  That  there  is  no  clyent  that  hath  entertained  a  lawyer, 

*  or  advocate   to    plead   his  caufe,  but  upon  difcovery, 

*  yea  or  jealoufy,  of  prevarication,  or  falfe-heartednefs 
6  to  him  in  his  caufe,   may  lawfully  d'ifcharge   him,  his 

*  entertainment  notwithftanding  ; — That  it  was  ridicu- 
'  lous  to  pretend  a  want  of  call  from  the  people,   againft 

*  the  law'fulnefs  of  fuch  an  aft,  which  was  of  that  fo- 
c  vereigne  neceffity  for  their  benefit  and  good,  as  the 
'  aftions  of  the  army  were;  efpecially  at  fuch  a  time 
«  when  there  was  no  poffibility  of  obtaining  or  receiv- 
«  ing  a  formal  call  from  the  people,   without  running  an 

4  eminent  hazard  of  lofmg  the  opportunity  for  doing  that 
'  excellent  feryice  to  them. Mens  confents  unto  all 

5  afts  manifeftly  tending  to  their  relief,  are  fufficiently 
s  expreiTed  in  their  wants  and  neceffities.     But  the  peo- 

6  pie  do  not  judge  the  proceedings  of  the  army  againft 
5  the  parliament-men  as  tending  to  their  relief  or  wel- 
f  fare  in  any  kind,  but  as  contrary  to  both,  nor  do  they 

give  fo  much  as   their  fubfequent  confents  thereunto  ; 

4  —I 
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the    ifle  of  Wight  condemned;  the  general 


was 


€  — I  anfwer  that  phyficians  Called  to  the  care  and  cure 

*  of  perfons  under  diftempers,  need  not  much  fland 
6  upon  the  confer. ts  of  fuch  patients,  either  fubfequent, 
c  or  antecedent,  about  what  they  adminifter  unto  them. 
6  If  the  people  be  uncapabie  in  themfe'ves,  of  the  things 
e  of  their  peace,   it  is  an  act  of  fo  much  the  more  good- 

*  nefs  and  mercy  in  thofe,  who  being  fuliy  capable  of 
c  them,  will  engage  themfelves  accordingly  to  make 
c  provifion  for  them.  It  is  a  deed  of  charity  and  chrifri- 
€  anity,  to  fave  the  life  of  a  lunatick  or  didracted  per- 
c  fon,   even  againft  his  will.     Befides  it  is  a  ruled  cafe 

*  amongft  wife  men,  that  if  a  people  be  depraved  and 
6  corrupt,  fo  as  to  confer  places  of  power  and  trufc  upon 
6  wicked  and  undeferving  men,  they  forfeit  their  power 

s  in  this  behalf  unto  thofe  that  are  s;ood,  though  but  a  xJ  J  ." 

A  .  r  .    &  .  .  ^  .      Gooclwut  s 

'  few  (y).  —Aquinas  is  referred  to  in  the  margin  for  this  Right  ana 
curious  doctrine,   which  perhaps  will  not  be  well  relifh.-  Might  well 
ed  by  moft  of  my  readers.     But  to  2:0  on — '  That  the  ^^P;1 

'  1  *  *>'  4-°' 

*  judgment  or  fentence  of  the  (army  upon  thefe    men,  Lond.i6-.Js 
as  meet  to  be  difpolTcffed  of  their  parliamentary  inter- 
eft,    Was  not  erroneous,  but  every  way  juft,   and  ac- 

'  cording  to  the  truth,  ftands  clear  upon   this  ground  : 
viz.  That  they  were  become  renegadoes  from  their 

*  truft,  and  a£led  by  their  counfels,  debates,  votes,  and 
€  intereft,  in  a  diametrical  oppofition  to  the  peace  and 
'°  f-ifety  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  publick  good. 

c  Yea  the  tenour  of  their  parliamentary  actings  before 

*  their  removal  from  the  houfe,  in  the  known  dialect  of 
'  political  prophecy,  prefaged  nothing  but  ruin  and  de- 
*•  itru£tion>  to  the  liberties  of  the  free-born  fu bjects  of 

*  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  to  the  lives  and  eftates  of 

*  many    thoufands  in    the  kingdom,  whom    they  flood 

*  bound   in  confeience  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  protect. 

*  For  what  could  that  grand  encouragement,  which  they 
c  adminiftred  by  their  votes  to  a  potent  party  of  men 
1  in  the  kingdom,  who  had  fo  lately,   and  with  fo  high 

*  an  hand,  acted  hoftility  againft  the  peace  and  liberties 

O  3  <  of 
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was  ordered  to  keep  the  King  in  fafe  cuflo- 

dy7 

*  of  the  people,   and  againft  the  lives  of  thofewho  Hood' 

*  up   to  protect  them,   not  having  given  the  leait  over- 

*  ture  of  any  relenting  in  their  old  principles,  but  were 
c  now  through  that  extremity  of  pain  which  they  lye 
£  under,  having  been  fo  often,  and  fo  deeply  bitten, 
4  and  flung  by  the  fidelity  and  valour  of  the  army,  more 
c  enraged  in  their  fpirits,  than  ever;    what  could,  I  fay, 

*  fuch  encouragement,  given  by  fitch  hands  unto  fuch 
c  men,  but  portend,  either  a  re-imbroyling  of  this  al- 
1  ready  miferably  wafted  nation,  in  wars  and  blood,  or 
c  elfe  the  neceffity  of  a   patient  and  quiet   fubje6iion  of 

*  the  nation  to  the  iron  yoke  of  perpetual  tyranny  and 
c  bondage,  together  with  the  certain  ruin  of  the  lives; 
c  and   eftates  of  thofe,   who  had  (hewed  mod  faithful- 

*  nefs  and  courage  in  the  defence  of  the  parliament  and 
'  the  kingdom's  liberties,   in  oppofing  the  King  and  his 
'   party,  if  the  army  bad  not  preyentingly  interpofed  as 
f  they  did?     The  by-paft    actions    of  men,  efpecially 

*  fuch,  which  they  have  for  any  confiderable  (pace  of 
c  time  inured  thernfelves  unto,  are  prophetical  of  what 
c  their  future  actions  are  like  to  be,  if  opportunity  pa- 
c  ralleleth.  The  civil  law  faith,  that  he  that  hath  in- 
6  jured  one,   hath  threatned  many  :   and    by  the   rule  of 

(x)  John      '■  proportion,  he  that  hath  injured  many  hath  threatned 

3.  MUton  obferves  on  this  fubjecl",  that  '  Emulations 
are  incident  among  military  men,  and  are,  if  they  ex- 
ceed not,  pardonable.  But,  adds  he,  fome  of  the  for- 
mer army,  eminent  enough  for  their  own  martial 
deeds,  and  prevalent  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  touch- 
ed with  envy  to  be  fo  far  out- done  by  a  new  model 
which  they  contemned,  took  advantage  of  Prefbyte- 
c  nan   and  Independent   names,  and   the    virulence   of 

*  fome  miniPrers,  to  raife  difturbance.     And  the  war  be- 

*  ing  then  ended,  thought  flightly  to  have  dtfoarded 
&  them,  who  had  faithfully  done  the  work,  without 
6  ,  their  due  pay,  and  the  reward  of  their  invincible  va- 

*  lour* 


Right,  & 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  197 

r,  and  take  care  that  he  go  not  away j  and 

y. 


c  lour.  Eat  they  who  had  the  fword  yet' in  their  hands, 
'  difdaining  to  be  made  the  firft  objects  of  ingratitude 
c  and   oppreflion,  after  all    that  expence  of  their  blood 

*  for  juftice  and  common  liberty,  feizing  upon  the  King 

*  their  prifoner,  whom  nothing  but  their  matchlefs  deeds 
4  had  brought  fo  low  as  to  furrender  up  his  perfon  : 
c   though  he,  to  (rir  up  new  difcord,  chofe  rather  to  give 

c  up  himfelf  a  captive  to  his  own  countrymen  who  had  (a)  Profe 
c   lefs  won  him  (a).'  .    Works,  vol 

This  is  taken  from  the  Icomclajies.  Tn  his  c  Pro  Po-  u  p'474" 
pulo  Anglkano  Def en/to f  after  fpeaking  in  difpraife  of  the 
treaty  in  the  ifle  of  Wight,  and  of  the  members  of  the 
parliament  who  approved  it,  in  terms  of  great  feverity* 
he  proceeds  in  the  manner  following:  c  Quid  illi  interea 
c  qui  integri  tarn  peftifera  agitari  confilia  videbant  ?  An. 
£  ideo  deefle  patriae,  faluti  fuorum  non  profpicere  debue- 
rant,  eo  quod  iftius  mali,  contagio  in  ipforum  ordi- 
Rem  penetraverat  ?  At  quis  iftos  exclufit  male  fanos  ? 
Exercitus,  inquis,  Anglicanus,'  id  eft,  non  externo- 
rum,  fed  fortiffimorum  & 'fidiiiimorum  civium;  quo- 
rum tribuni  plerique,  Senatores  ipfi  erant,  quos  illi 
boni  excluii  patria  ipfa  excludendos,  &  in  Hiberniam 
procul  abiegandos  efTe  cenfuerant ;  dum  Scoti  interim 
dubia  jam  fide  quatuor  Arsglige  provincias  fuis  finibus 
proximas  magnis  copiis  infidebanr,  firmiffima  earum 
regionum  oppida  praefidiis  tenebant,  regem  ipfum  in 
cuftodia  habebant :  dum  ipfi  etiam  facli ones  fuorum 
atque  tumultus,  parlamento  plufquam  minaces,  &  in 
urbe  &  in  agris  paflim  fovebant,  qui  tumultus  paulo 
pod  in  bellum  non  civile  folum,  fed  &  Scoticum  illud 
erupcre.  Quod  fiprivatis  etiam  confiliis  aut  armis 
fubvenire  reipublicae  laudatiinmum  femper  fuit,  non  eft 
certe  cur  exercitus  reprehendi,  'poflit,  qui  parliament! 
authoritate  ad  urbem  accerfitus  imperata  fecit,  &  regio- 
rum  fadtionem  atque  tumultum  ipfi  curiae  fsepius  mi- 
nitantem  facile  compefcuit.  In  id  autem  difcrimen 
adducla  res  crat,   ut  aut  nos   ab  illis,   aut  illos  a  nobis 

O  3  «  op- 
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finally,  it  was  refolved  to  proceed  capitally  a- 
gainft  him  in  ahighcourtof  jufticeto  be  ere&ed 


4  oppri mi  neceffe  effet.  Stabant  ab  illis  Londinenfium 
4  plerique    inftitores  atque  opifices,   h  miniflrorum  fac- 

*  tiofiffimi  quique ;  a  nobis  exercitus  magna  fide,  mo- 
f'deftia,   virtute  cognitus.     Per  hos  cum-retinere  libera 

*  tatem  rempubr  faiutem   liceret,  an  hsec  omnia  per  ig- 

*  naviam  &ftultitiam  prodenda  fuiffe  cenfes  ?  Debellati 
4  regiarum  partium  duces,  arma  quidam  inviti,  animum 

*  boililem  non  depofuerant :  omnibus  belli  renovandi  oc- 
4  cafionihus  intenti  ad  urbem  fe  receperant."  Cum  his, 
4  quamvis  inimiciflimis,   quarnvi^  fanguinem  eorum  avi- 

*  de    iitientibus,    Prefbyteriani,  pofiquam   non  permitti 

*  fibi   in   omnes  tarn  civilem  quam  ecclefiafticam  domi- 

*  nationcm  viderunt,  clandeftina  confilia,  &  prioribus 
4  turn  diclis  turn  faclis  indigniffima  confociare  cceperant : 

*  eoque  acerbitatis  proceffere,  ut  mallent  fe  regi  denuo 
4  mancipare,  quam  fratres  fuos  in  partem  illam  liberta- 
4  tis,  quam   &   ipfi  fuo   Tub  fanguine  acquifiverant,   ad-? 

*  mittere;  mallent  tyrannum  tot  civium  crurore  perfu- 
4  fum,  ira  in  fuperflites,  &  concept^  jam  ultione  arden- 
4   tern   rurfus   experiri  dominum,   quam  fratres,    &  ami- 

*  ciffimos  sequojure  ferrefibi  pares.     Soli  Inderendentes 

*  qui  vocantes,  &  ad  ultimum  fibi  confiare,  &  fua  uti 
t  vicloria  fciebant :  qui  ex  rege  hoftem  fe  fecerat,  eurn 
4  ex  hofre  regem  effe  amplius,  fapienter,  meo  quidem 
4  judicio,  nolebant :  neque  pacem  idcirco  non  volebant, 

(£)  Profe      <  fecj   involutum  pacis  nomine  aut  bellum  novum,  aut 

Vyorks,  vol,  ,  r       •  ■  i-,  i  /  7  \  >        • 

I  ■  '  ssternam  iervitutem  prudentes  metuebant  (b).  t>  e. 
i  What  did  they  do  in  the  mean  time,  who  were  found 
6  themfelves,  and  faw  fuch  pernicious  councils  on  foot? 
4  Ought  they  therefore  to  have  been  wanting  to  the  na- 
1  tion,  and  not  provide  for  its  fafety,  becaufe  the  infec- 
4  tion  had  fpread  itfelfeven  in  their  own  houfe  ?  But, 
4  who  fecluded  thofe  ill-affected  members  ?  i  he  Eng- 
'  4  HJb  army,  you  fay :  fo  that  it  was  not  an  army  of  fo- 
4  reigners,  but  of  mod  valiant,  and  faithful,  honed  na^ 
*>tives,  whofe  officers  for  the  moll  part  were  members, 

'  6f 
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for  the  purpofe.     In  purfuance  of  thefe   re- 
folutions,  the  King  was  removed  from  Hurji 

cattle 

of  parliament;  and  whom  t'hofe  good  fecluded  mem- 
bers would  have  fecluded  their  country,  and  banifhed 
into  Ireland-,  while  in  the  mean-time  the  Scots,  whofc 
alliance  began  to  be  doubtful,  had  very  confiderable 
forces  in  four  of  our  northern  counties,  and  kept  gar- 
rifons  in  the  b#ft  towns  of  thofe  parts,  and  had  the 
King  himfelf  in  cuftody  ;  w hi  1ft  they  likewife  encour- 
aged the  tumultuating  of  thofe  of  their  own  fa£t ioi?, 
who  did  more  than  threaten  the  parliament,  both  in 
city  and  country,  and  through  whofe  means  not  only 
a  civil,  but  a  war  with  Scotland  too  fhortiy  after  brake 
out.  If  it  has  always  been  counted  praife- worthy  in. 
private  men  to  affilt  the  ftate  and  promote  the  public 
good  ;  whether  by  advice  or  action  ;  our  army  fure 
was  in  no  fault,  who  being  ordered  by  the  parliament 
to  come  to  town,  obeyed  and  came,  and  when  they 
were  come,  quelled  with  eafe  the  faction  and  uproar 
of  the  King's  party,  who  fometimes  threatned  the 
houfe  itfeif.  For  things  were  brought  to  that  pafs, 
that  of  neceflity,  either  we  muff,  be  run  down  by 
them,  or  they  by  us.  They  had  on  their  fide  moft  of 
the  (hop-keepers  and  handicrafts-men  of  London,  and 
generally  thofe  of  the  minifters,  that  were  moft  fac- 
tious. On  Our  fide  was  the  army,  whofe  fidelity, 
moderation,  and  courage  were  fufficiently  known.  It 
being  in  our  power  by  their  means  to  retain  our  liber- 
ty, our  ftate,  our  common  fafety ;  do  you  think  we 
had  not  been  fools  to  have  loft  all  by  our  negligence 
and  folly  ?  They  who  had  had  places  of  command 
in  the  King's  army,  after  their  party  were  fubdued, 
had  laid  down  their  arms  indeed  againft  their  wills, 
but  continued  enemies  to  us  in  their  hearts;  and  they 
flocked  to  town,  and  were  here  watching  all  oppor- 
tunities of  renewing  the  war.  With  thefe  men,  tho' 
they  were  the  greater!  enemies  they  had  in  the  world* 
and   thirfted  after  their   blood,  did  the  Prehbyterians, 

O  4  'be- 
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caffle  to  Windfor^  and { in   fpight  of  the  op- 
pofition  made  by  the  Scottijh  commiffioners, 

brought 


*  becaufe  they  were  not  permitted  to  exercjfe  a  civil,  as 

4  well  as  an  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiclion    over    all   others, 

*  hold    fecret  correfpondence,   and    took   meafures  very 

*  unworthy  of  what  they   had   formerly    both   faid   and 

5  done;  and  they  came  to  that  fpleen  at  laft,   that  they 

*  would  rather  enthral  themfelves  to  the  King  again, 

*  than  admit  their  own   brethren  to  fhare  in  their  liber- 
4  ty,  which  they  likewife  had  purchafed  at  the  price  of 

*  their  own  blood  j  they  chofe  rather  to  be  lorded  over 

*  once  more  by  a  tyrant,  polluted  with  the  blood  of  (o 

*  many  of  his  own  fubjetis,  and  who  was  enraged,  and 


*  breathed  out  nothing  but  revenge  againft  thofe  of  them 
*-  that  were  \th^  than  endure  their  brethren  and  friends 
4  to  be  upon  the  fquare  with  them.  The  Independants, 
c  as  they  are  called,  were  the  only  men  that  from  fir  ft 
c  to  laft  kept  to  their  point,  and  knew  what  ufe  to 
'  make  of  their  victory.  They  refufed,  (and  wifely, 
4  in  my  opinion)  to  make  him  King  again,  being  then 
6  an  enemy  ;  who  when  he  was  their  King,  had  made 
c  himfelf  their  enemy  :  nor    were  they  ever  the  lefs  a^- 

*  verfe  to  a  peace,  but  they  very  prudently  dreaded   a 

*  new  war,  or  a  perpetual  flavery  under  the  name  of  a 

*  peace.' 

I  will  add  but  one  paffage  more,  and  that  taken  from 
c  the  declaration  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  fetting  forth 
the  reafons  for  annulling  all  former  votes  in  favour  of 
a  treaty  with  the  King,*  which  was  palled,  and  ordered 
to  be  prin.ed  'Jan,  15,  1648.  In  this  declaration,  after 
giving  many  reafons  for  their  diflike  of  the  treaty,  they 
go  on  in  the  following  manner  :  6  Neither  can  we  be- 

*  lieve^  that    any    agreement  we  could   have  made  with 

*  the  King  in  the  ifle  of  Wight ,  in  the  condition  he  was 

*  then    in,  would   ever  have   been  obferved,  either  by 

*  himfelf  or  any  of  his  party  :  for,  fetting  afide  the  bare 

*  name  of  honor,  fafety  and  freedom,  which  the  treaty 

*  did  pretend  unto,  neither   the  King,  nor  any  of  his, 

*  dic| 
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brought  to  an  open  tryal  at  Wefiminfter, 
where,    after  his  refufal  to  acknowledge  the 

autho- 

*  did  ever  hold  him  in  any  other  condition  than  that  of 

*  a  prifoner.  For  clearing  whereof,  befides  his  mefTage 
c  fent  to  both  houfes,  Oft.  2,  in  which  6  he  propofeth 
'  to  have  liberty  to  come  to  JVeftminfter,  and  to  be.re- 

4  ftored  to  a  condition  of  abfolute  freedom  and  fafety  ;' 
'  .which   can  import  no  other  than  that  he  judged  him- 

*  felf  at  that  prefent,  being  in  the  time  of  treaty,  to  be 
i  deprived  of  both  ;  his  letters  to  a  prime  magistrate  of 
'  the  city  of  London  declare,  c  that  he  held  himfelf  at 
c  that  time  as  great  a  prifoner  as  ever  :'  and,  the  prince 
c  in  his  declaration  made  at  Goree,  fays  plainly,  '  that 
c  the  King  in  truth  is  fliil  a  prifoner ;  and  invites  the 
'  Earl  of  Warwick  to  join  with  him  to  refcue  his  father 
6  from  his  unworthy  imprifonment.'  And  fince  enfor- 
'  ced  oaths  are,  in  many  mens  judgments,  not  necefla- 
€  ry  to  be  kept,  what  afTurance  could  we  have  that  he, 
'  who,fo  often  had   failed  of  his   promifes  made  to  us, 

5  when  he  was  free  and  at  his  own  difpofal,  would  make 
c  that  good  to  us,  when  he  came  to  be  re-eftablifhed  in 
4  his  royal  power,  which  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  do, 
c  when  he  was  in  durance  and  a  prifoner  ?  And  fince 
c  hardly  any  example  can  be  produced,  either  foreign 
c  or  domellick,  ofany  prince,  once  engaged  in  a  war 
€  with  his  fubjecfs,  that  ever  kept  any  agreement  which 
c  he  made  with  them  any  longer  than  meer  neceffity  did 
c  compel  him  thereto.  The  examples  to  the  contrary 
c  whereof  are  fo  many  and  fo  mainfeft,  and  the  late 
c  bloody  violation  of  the  peace  betwixt  the  crown  of 
:  Spain  and  thofe  of  Naples  is  fo  frefh  in  our  memories, 
c  as  we  cannot  cxpec~t  any  propofitions,  agreed  upon  at 
c  the  ifle  of  IVight,  fhould  bind  the  King  more  than 
c  the  fundamental  laws,  and  his  coronation  oath  ;  be- 
4  fides   his  often  protections  and  engagements    in   the 

c  name  of  a  King,  and  of  a  gentleman,  which  he  hath  ®t&m" 
(  fo   often  violated   (c).y Thefe  were    fome  of  the  Hiftorv, 

principal  reafons  given  in  defence  of  an  aclion  generally  voL  xvi,i» 

p,  509. 
con-  r  3  * 
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authority  of  the  court,  he  received  fentence 
of  death,  which  accordingly  was  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

condemned  as  impudent,  bafe,  and  tyrannical.  The 
reader  who  underftands  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times,  will 
be  beft  able  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  pretences  on 
which  it  is  founded— All  I  fhall  fay  is,  if  ruin  was  ap- 
prehended by  thefe  men  to  themfelves  or  the  kingdom  ; 
if  their  civil  or  religious  rights,  in  their  eyes,  appeared 
as  intended  to  be  facrificed,  and  the  King  and  the  prieft, 
whether  prelate  or  prefbyter  matterd  not,  were  to  re- 
aiTume  their  wonted  rule ;  and  above  all,  if  the  King's 
character  appeared  fuch  to  them,  that  no  reliance  was 
to  be  put  on  his  promifes,  declarations  or  oaths,  (all 
which  they  feem  ilrongly  to  affirm)  we  are  not  to  won- 
der at  the  deed.  All  men  know  the  force  of  neceffity 
and  (elf  prefervation,  and  know  alfo  that  they  will  ope- 
rate more  (trongly  than  law  or  reafon,  if  indeed  they  be 
not  almoft  fuperiour  to  all  law.  To  plead  this  in  bar  of 
thofe,  will  ieldom  be  thought  valid  by  men  verfed  in 
great  affairs,  and,  though  it  be  made  ufe  of  by  them 
fometimes  for  purpofes  of  their  own,  yet  is  it  little  cre- 
dited  and  believed  by  themfelves. That*  the  army 

really  feared  a  treaty  between  the  King  and  the  parlia- 
ment, is  certain— How  far  their  fears  werejuft  in  them- 
felves, or  will  juffify   their  proceedings  in  this  matter, 

the   public   muft  determine. *Thus  much  for  the 

fact  itfelf.  In  defence  of  Cromwell,  who  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  at  the  bottom  of  it,  it  is  urged,  s  That  there 

*  was  a  party  in  the  parliament  that  bore  an  early  fpleen 
4  againft  him,  and  fain  would   have   nipt  him  in  the 

*  bud  ;  but  his  eminent  fervice  at  Nafeby  procuring  him 
4  to  be  appointed  and  continued  lieutenant-general  un- 
4  der  Fairfax  ;  the  continual  fuccefles  that  attended  him 

*  from  that  time  forward,  fet  him  above  their  machi- 

*  nations.  Neverthelefs,  they  did  not  erafe  out  of  his 
4  bread,  the  remembrance  of  the  kindneffes  they  would 
4  have  done  him ;    nor  did   their  flatteries  of  his  prof- 

*  perity   make  him  the   more   neglectful   of    ftanding 

■*  upon 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  203 

cution.     In  all    tbefe   tranfaftions    Cromwell 

had 


*  upon  his  guard,  And  it  was  as  warrantable  for  Crom- 
i  well  to  fecure  himfeif  from  the  contrivances  of  his 
'  enemies  in  a  mattered  parliament,  of  which  he  had 
c  fo  long  before  fuch  timely  notice,  as  it   was  for  them 

*  to  feek  his  ruin.     For  they  were  not  his  fovereigns  but  ' 

*  his    equals.-        -When   he  found   that  his  profperous 

*  atchievements  raifed   him  enemies  on  every  fide;  that 

*  they  who  were  moft  beholding  to  his  victorious  fuc- 
■   ceffes,  combined  with  the    greater!  animofity   to   his 

*  deftru&ion  ;  'twas  time  for  him   then  to   look,  about 

*  him,  and   to  oppofe  their  undermining  devices  with 

*  countermines  of  the  fame  nature.  Nor  does  it  ap- 
4  pear  by  any  proof  that  carries  authority  with  it,  that 
c  he    pretended   to  fmgle  greatnefs  till  he  was  forced  -to 

*  it  for  his  own  fafety.  It  is  agreed  by  the  author  of 
*■  the   Memoirs  himfeif  [Ludlow]  that  Cromwell  offered 

*  more  candid  and  eafy  conditions  to  the  King  thah  the 
c  Prefbyterian  party  did  ;  which  if  the  King  had  ac~ 
'  cepted  (and  it  does  not  appear   to  be  Cromwell's  fault 

*  that  he  did  not)  Cromwell  himfeif  had  then  put  a  ftop 
c  to  all  his  fingle  advancement ;  whereas  he  would  fure- 
4  ly  have  taken  another  courfe,  had  he  at  that  time  mc- 

*  ditated  fingle  fovereignty  ;  but  the  King,  who  was  de- 
(  figned  by  fate  to  be  a  viclim  to  evil  counfel,  refufed 

*  thofe  offers,  trufting  to  vainer  hopes.  On  the  other 
6  fide,  it  was  manifeft  that  the  Prefbyterian  party  aimed 

*  at  nothing  more  than  their  own  advancement  by  their 

*  felling  the  bifhops  lands,  and  when  they  came  to  treat 
f  with  the  King,  by  their  fo  itifly  adhering  to  their  pro- 
c  pofition    for  the  abolifhing   of  epifcopacy,    knowing 

*  there  could  be  no  bifhops  without  maintenance,  and 
4  that  then  they   muft  be  the  paramount  clergy,     But 

*  then  (indeed)  Cromwell  perceiving  that  it  was  not  fafe 
4  to  rely  on  the  King,  nor  willing  to  truckle  under  a 
c  party  that  were   treating  for  their  own  advancement 

*  upon  his  ruins,  'tis  rational  to  believe,  that  from  that 

*  time    forward  he  began  to  look  upon  the  King  as   a 

4  con- 
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had   (gg)  a  principal   hand.—- — His  name 


M  deft  *  conquered  Prince,  and  that  none  could  better  fupply 
vindication  c  his  room  than  the  perfon  who  had  fubdued  him  {d).' 
ot'O.Crom-  This  feems  no  ill- made  apology. 

well,  p.  45«       (gg)  In  all  the fe  tranfcflions  Cromwell  had  a  princi- 
Loud.  169s.  pal  hand.]     After  the  feclufion  of  the  members  who  pro- 
moted the  treaty  with   the  King,  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pec!  that  his  Majefty  never  more  would  be  permitted  to 
bear  rule.     But  it  did   not   once3  1  believe,  enter  into 
the  thoughts  of  him  or  his  adherents,  that  he  would  be 
brought  before   a    court  of  juflice,  tried,  and  executed 
in  an  open  and   public  manner.     Yet  all  this  we  know 
happened,  to  the  very  great  amazement  of  many.     The 
part  Cromwell  had  in  thefe  tranfacYions  comes  now  to  be 
related.     4  When   it  was  firft  moved  in  the  houfe  of 
4  commons  to  proceed  capitally  againft  the  King,  Crom- 
4 well  flood  up  and  told  them,  that  if  any  man  moved 
*  this  upon   defign,  he  ihould  think   him   the   greateft 
4  traytor  in  the  world ;  but  fince  providence  and  necef- 
4  fity  had    c.aft  them   upon   it,  he  ihould   pray  God  to 
,  4  blefs  their  counfels,  though  he -were   not  provided  on 

Hiftory  of    *  tne  fiidden  to  give  them  counfel  (*).'■ -The  follow- 

Independen-  ing  anecdote  from  Burnet  will  (hew  that  he  had  well 
cy,  part  11.  COnfidered  the  reafons  and  grounds  of  the  proceeding. 
-  Lieutenant- general  Drummond,  afterwards  Lord  Strathal- 
lariy  was  the  relator.  This  gentleman  '  happened  to  be 
4  with  Cromwell  when  the  commiffioners  fent  from  Scot" 
4  land  to  proteft  againft  the  putting  the  King  to  death 
4  came  to  argue  the  matter  with  him.  Cromwell  bade 
4  Drummond  ftay  and  hear  their  conference,  which  he 
4  did.     They  began  in  a  heavy  languid  ftyle  to  lay  in- 

*  deed  great  loads  upon  the  King :  but  they  ftill  infifted 
'  on  that  claufe  in  the  covenant,  by  which  they  fwore 
4  they  would  be  faithful  in  the  prefervation  of  his  Ma- 
4  jefties  perfon.  With  this  they  fhewed  upon  what 
4  terms  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  two  houfes,  had  engag- 
4  ed  in  the  war,  and  what  folemn  declarations  of  their 

*  zeal  and  duty   to  the  King  they  all  along  publifhed; 

*  which 
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for  this  has  been  greatly  reproached,  though 

there 


&  which  would  now  appear  to  the  fcandal  and  reproach 
c  of  the  chriftian  name,  to  have  been  falfe  pretences, 
4  if  when  the  King  was  in  their  power  they  fhould  pro- 
c  ceed  to  extremities.  Upon  this  Cromwell  entered  into  a 
'  long  difcourfe  of  the  nature  of  the  regal  power,  according 

*  to  the  principles  of  Mariana  and  Buchanan:  he  thought 
c  a  breach  of  truft  in  a  King  ought  to  be  punimed  more 
c'  than  any  other  crime  whatfoever.     He  faid,  as  to  their 

*  covenant,  they  fwore  to  the  prefervation  of  the  King's 
6  perfon  in  the  defence  of  the  true  religion:  if  then  it 
'  appeared  that  the  fettlement  of  the  true  religion  was 
6  obftrucled  by  the  King,  fo  that  they  could  not  come 
c  at  it  but  by  putting  him  out  of  the  way,  then  their 
s  oath  could   not  bind  them  to  the  preferving   him  any 

*  longer.     He  faid  alfo,  their  covenant  did   bind   them 

*  to  bring  all  maiignants,  incendiaries,  and  enemies  to 

*  the   caufe,  to  condign  punifhrnent :  and  was  not  this 

*  to  be  executed  impartially  ?  What  were  all  thofe  on 
6  whom  public  juftice  had  been  done,  efpecially  thofe 
1  who  fuffered  for  joining  Montrofe,  but  fmall  offenders 
6  acling  by  commiffion  from  the  King,  who  was  there- 
6  fore  the  principal,  and  fo  the  moft  guilty  ?  Drum- 
c  mond  faid,  Cromwell  had    plainly  the  better    of  them 

6  at  their  own   weapon,  and   upon   their   own   princi-  ,  n  v     . 
<  pies  (/).'_Qn  the  21  Jan.   1648,  old  ttyk,  Hugb/.lu 
Peters  preaching  at  Whitehall^  upon  «  Bind  your  Kings 
with  chains,  and  your  nobles   in  fetters  of  iron  ;'  and 
talking,   in  his  bold  manner,  concerning  the  King's  be- 
ing liable  to  the  law  as  well  as  other  men,  Cromwell  was  (s)  Exaa: 
obferved  to  laugh  (g).     And  when  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Narmivetf 
Downes,  on  the  laft  day  of  the  trial,  the  court  adjourn-  theTryaiof 
ed  into  the  court  of  wards,  and  was  preffed  in  the  moft  ^e  RegI" 
pathetic  terms  by  him,  to  give  the  King  liberty  to  make  168?  P* 
fome  proportion  to  the  parliament  for  the  fettlement  of 
the   kingdom,   as  his  Majefty   had  in  court  juft  before 
defired  :  after  Mr.  Doivnes  had   urged  this,  c  Cromwell 
«  did  anfwer  with  a  great  deal  of  ftorm,     He  told  the 

«  pre- 
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abilit\ 

that 


there   were  not  wanting  men  of  ability,   si 


(h)  Exa& 
and  perfect 


e  prefident  that  now  he  faw  what  great  reafort  the  gen- 
6  tleman  had  to  put  fuch  a  great    trouble  upon    them ; 

*  faith  he,  fure  he  doth  not  know  that  he  hath  to  do 
1  with  the  hardeft  hearted  man  that  lives  upon  the  earth  ; 
c  however  it  is  not  fit  that  the  court  mould  be  hindred 
4  from  their  duty  by  one  peevifh  man  ;  he  faid  the  bot- 
c  torn  was  known,  that  I  would  fain  fave  his  old  maf- 
c  ter,    and   defired  the    court  without    any   more   ado. 

Sanative,     c  would  go  and  do  their  duty  (b).*     Mr.  Wayie,  another 
ft&'f.  «6i.   of  the  King's  judges,  fays  '  Cromwell  laughed  and  jeer- 

*  ed,  and  fmiled,  in  the  court  of  wards  on  this  occa- 
'  fion/  He  afterwards  adds,  c  That  being  told  by 
6  Lord  Gray  that  the  King  would  not  dye,  the  next 
6  day  he  went  to  the  houfe,  they  were  labouring  to  get 
4  hands  for  his  execution  at  the  door.  I  refufed,  and 
s  went  into  the  houfe ;  faith  Crcmwell,  thofe  that  are 
4  gone  in  fhall  fet  their  hands,  I  will  have  their  hands 

(0  S3,  p.       '  now   (/).'     Colonel   Ingoldfby   was  a  relation  of  Crcm- 
*b9r  well's,  and  named  a  judge  :  but  difliking  the  action,  he 

always  abfented  himfeif.  But  the  day  after  the  fentence 
was  pronounced,  having  occafion  to  go  to  the  painted 
chamber,  c  he  faw  Cromwell,  and  the  reft  of  thofe 
6  who  had  fate  upon  the  King,  and  were  then,  as  he 
'  found  afterwards,  affembled  to  fign  the  warrant  for 
*■  the  King's  death.  As  foon  as  Cromwell's  eyes  were 
6  upon  him,  he  run  to  him,  and  taking  him  by  the 
4  hand,  drew  him  by  force  to  the  table  ;  and  faid, 
6  Though. he  had  efcaped  him   all  the  while  before,  he 

*  mould  now  fign  that  paper  as  well  as  they  ;  which  he, 

*  feeing  what  it  was,    refufed    with  great   paflion ;  fay- 

*  ing,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  bufinefs ;  and  offered  to 
•  *  go  away.     But  Cromwell,  and   others,  held   him    by 

c  violence  j  and   Cromwell  with  a  loud  laughter,  taking 

*  his  hand  in  his,  and  putting  the  pen  between  his  fin- 
6  gers,  with    his  own   hand  writ  Richard  Ingoldfby  ^  he 

(k)  ctoxpn-    <  ma-king  all  the  refiftance  he  could  (£)'/ An  exact 

don  .vol.  vi.  0|:  ^  warrant  for  the  King's  execution  was  pub- 

P«  7&3«  J  °  i -ru- j 
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HOied  by  the  fociety  of  antiquaries  of  London,  a  few 
years  fince  :  in  which  it  appears  that  the  names  of  fome 
perfons  who  had  figned  it  were  erafed,  and  other  names 
inferted,  and  that  the  day,  as  well  as  the  officers  who 
were  to  Tee  to  the  execution  of  it,  were  changed.  Crom~ 
well's  name  ftands  third  on  the  warrant. — But  to  go  on  : 
Colonel  Hunch  declares,  *  That  a  little  before  the 
6  King's  execution,  he  was  in  lreton\  chamber,  where 
c  Ireton  and  Harrifon  were  in  bed  together  ;  there  was 
c  Cromwell^  colonel  Hacker,  lieutenant-colonel  Phayer, 
c  Axtell  and  himfelf  flanding  at  the  door,  the  warrant 
c  for  the  execution  was  there  produced,  and  Mr.  Hacker 
f  was   reading  of  it,  but  Cromwell  addrelTed  himfelf  to 

*  him  [Hunch"}  commanding  him  by  virtue  of  that  war- 
c  rant,  to  draw  up  an  order  for  the  executioner.     I  re- 

*  fufed  it,  adds  he,  and  upon  refufing  of  it,  there  hap- 
4  pened  fome  crofs  pailages.     Cromwell  would   have  no 

*  delay.  There  was  a  little  table  that  flood  by  the 
4  door,  and  pen,  ink,  and  paper  being  there,  Cromwell 
4  flept,  and  writ  (I  conceive  he  wrote  that  which  he 
4  would  have  had  me  to  write)  as  foon  as  he  had  done 
'  writing,  he  gives  the  pen  over  to  Hacker,  Hacker  he 
4  ftoops  and  did  write  (I  cannot  fay  what  he  writ)  away 

*  goes  Cromwell,  and  then^#/*//$  we  all  went  out,  af-, 
4  terwards  they  went  into  another  room  ;  immediately 

6  the  King  came  out,  and  was  murthered  (/).'  The  (0  p-  **i« 
following  relation  (if  it  had  not  been  contrary  to  Hunch's 
account)  is  of  too  doubtful  an  authority  to  be  abfoiutely 
relied  on,  though  in  a  work  of  this  nature  it  cannot 
well  be  omitted.  c  While  thefe  things  were  acting, 
[the  fitting  the  fcaffold  for  the  King's  execution]  the 
Lord  Fairfax,  wrho  had  always  forborn  any  public 
appearance  in  the  practices  of  this  murther,  had  taken 
up  (as  is  credibly  reported)  fome  refolutions,  (either 
in  abhorrency  of  the  crime,  or  by  the  follicitations  of 
others)  with  his  own  regiment,  though  none  elfe 
fhould  follow  him,  to  hinder  the  execution.  This 
being  fufpected  or  known,  Cromwell,  Ireton  and  Har- 
rifon coming  to  him,  after  their  ufual  way  of  deceiv- 
ing, endeavoured  to  perfwade  him,  that  the  Lord  had 
rejected  the  King,  and  with  fuch  like. language  as  they 

4  knew 
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that  (hh)  time,  to  defend  his  conduct.— The' 

King 

c  knew  had  formerly  prevailed  upon  him,    concealing 

4  that  they  had  that  ve;y  morning  figned  the  warrant  for 

6  the  aflaffination  ;  they  alfo  defired   him  with   them,  to 

*  feelc   the  Lord  by   prayer,  that  they  might  know  his 

*  mind  in  the  thing.  Which  he  afTenting  to,  Harrifon 
fc  was  appointed  for  the  duty,  and  by  compact  to  draw 
fc  out  his  propbane  and  blafphemous  difcourfe  to  God  in 
*■  fuch   a  length  as  might  give  time  for  the  execution, 

*  which  they  privately  fent  their  inftrument  to  haften  ; 
4  of  which  when  they  had  notice    that    it   was   pafled, 

tm)  Per'n-  '  ^Y  T0^  UP'  anc*  perfwaded  the  general  that  this  was 
chief's  Lite  '  a  full  return  of  prayer,  and  God  having  fo  manifefted 
©f  Charles  I.  *  his  pleafure  they  were  to  acquiefce  in  it  (m).9  7  he 
p'  57'  writer  of  this  was  but  little  acquainted   with  Harrifon  s 

character,  when  he  defcribes  him  as  drawing  out  his 
prayer  by  compact,  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the  execu- 
tion. Harrifon  was  bold,  artlefs,  fioneft  and  highly  en- 
thufiadical,  and  therefore  the  unfitted  man  in  the  world 
to  act  a  part.  Whether  the  other  parts  of  the  frory  are 
more  probable,  the  confiderate  reader  will  determine. 
Thefe  pafTages  are,  I  think,  fufficient  to  fhew  the  part: 
Cromwell  had  in  this  affair,  though  after  all,  Burnet  af- 
ferts,  6  That  Ireton  was  the  perfon  that  drove  it  on : 
(»)  Hiflory  *  for  Cromwell  was  all  the  while  in  fome  fufpence  about 

of  his  own    c    jj-  (n\9 

Times,  voJ.  (hh)  His  name  has  been  reproached,  &c]  No  fact 
recorded  in  hiftory  has  been  more  tenfured  than  the  exe- 
cution of  Charles.  Dr.  Fell  calls  it  a  '  horrid  mockery 
'  of  iuftice,  the  rape  and  violence  of  all  that's  facred, 
'   made  more  abominable  by  pretending  to  right  and  pie- 

*  ty  ;   in  order  to  prevent  which,  he  fays  Dr.  Hammond 
fo)  Life  of  c  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  general   and   council  of  of- 

HammonJ,  «,  g^s,  and   tranfmitted    it  to  them  (<?).'— And   the 

I665/.1'      '  m.inifters  of  London,  alarmed  at  the  proceedings  againft 

the  King,  publiflied  a  vindication  of  themfelves  againft 

the'  unjuft  afperfions  caft  upon  their  former  actings  for 

■    the  parliament,  as  if  they  had  promoted  the  bringing  of 

the 
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.ing  being   thus  executed,  that  part  of  the 

houfe 


the  King  to   capital  punifhment.     In    this  vindication 
they  fay,  *   They  hold  themfelyes  bound  in  duty  to  God9 

*  religion,  the  King,  parliament  and   kingdom,  to  pro- 

*  fefs   before  God,  angels,  and  men,  that  we  verily  be- 

*  lieve  that  which  is  fo  much  feared  to  be  now  in  agita- 

*  tion,  the   taking  away   the  life  of  the    King,  in   the 
6  prefent  way  of  tryal,  is  not  only  not  agreeabie  to  any 

*  word  of  God,  the  principles  of  the  proteftant  religion 

*  (never  yet  ftained    with  the    lead:  drop  of  blood  of  a 
6  king)  or  the  fundamental  conftitution  and  government 

*  of  this  kingdom  ;  but  contrary  to  them,  as  alfo  to  the 
c  oath   of  allegiance,  the  protection  of  May  5,  1 641, 

*  and  the  folemn  league  and  covenant :  from  all,  or  any 
of  which  engagements,  we  know  not  any   power  on 

earth,    able   to  abfolve  us  or  others. —Therefore, 

fay  they,  according  to  our  covenant,  we  do,  in  the 
name  of  the  great  God  (ro  whom  all  muft  give  a 
ftri£t  account)  warn  and  exhort  all  who  either  more 
immediately  belong  to  our  rcfpeclive  charges,  or  any 
way  depend  on  our  rniniftry,  or  to  whom  we  have 
adminiitred  the  faid  covenant  (that  we  may  not  by 
our  filence  fufrer  them  to  run  upon  that  highly  pro- 
voking fin  of  perjury)  to  keep  clofe  to  the  ways  of 
God,  and  the  rules  of  religion,  the  laws,  and  their 
vows,  in  their  conftant  maintaining  the  true  reformed 
religion,  the  fundamental  constitution  and  government 
of  this  kingdom  (not  fufrer  ing  themfelves  to  be  feduced 
from  it,  by  being  drawn  in  to  fubfcribe  the  late  mo- 
dels or  agreement  of  the  people  $  which  directly  tends  to 
the  utter  fubverhon  of  the  whole  frame  of  the  fun- 
damental government  of  the  land,  and  makes  way  for 
an  univerfal  toleration  of  all  herefies  and  blafphemies* 
directly  contrary  to  our  covenant,  if  they  can  but  get 
their  abettors  to  cover  them  under  a  falfe  guife  of  the 
chriftian  religion)  as  alfo  in  preferving  the  priviledges 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  union  between 
the  two  nations  of  England  and  Scotland >  to  mourn 

P  <  bitterly 
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houfe  of  commons  which  remained  by  the 

per- 

s  bitterly  for  their  Gwn   fins,  and   the  fins   of  the  city, 
6  army,  parliament,  and  kingdom,  and  the  woful  mif- 

*  carriages  of  the  King  hhnfelf,  (which  we  cannot  but 
fe  acknowledge  to  have  been  very  great)   in  his  govern- 

*  ment, 'that  have  cod  the  three  kingdoms  fo  dear,  and 
6  call   him   down  from  his  excellency  into  an    horrid 

4  pit  of  mifery,  almoft  beyond  example :  and  to  pray 
6  that  God  would  both  give  him  effectual  repentance, 

»*  *  and  fanctify  the  bitter  cup  of  divine  difpleafure,  that 

,6  the  divine  providence  hath  put  into  his  hand  ;  as  alfo 

*  that  God  would  reftrain  the  violence  of  men,  that 
s  they  may  not  dare  to  draw-  upon  themfelves  and  the 

5  kingdom,  the  blood  of  their  fovereign.'  This  bold 
piece,  in  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture,  .raifed  the  indigna- 
tion and  refentment  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  (for  the 
houfe  of  lords  had  unanimoufly  refufed  to  meddle  with 
the  bufinefs,  and  for  that  reafon  it  had  been  voted, 
'  That  the  commons  of  England  in  parliament  afiem- 

6  bled,  have  the  fupream  power  in  the  nation)'  who 
conftituted  a  committee,  among  whom  were  Cromwell 
and  Ireton,  s  To  examine  the  authors,  publifliers,  prin- 
6  ters,  and  fubfcribers  to  the  faid  book  ;  and  by  what 

*  means  the  fubfcriptions  to  the  faid  book  were  obtained? 
4  and  by   whom  :  and  the   committee  were  likewife  to 

*  have  power  to  take  information  of  fuch  as  have  al- 
c  ready  preached,  published,  or  printed,  feditioufly,  the 

*  proceedings  in  bringing  the  King  to  juftice:  and  alfo 
6  to  bring  in  an  ordinance  to  reftrain  public  preaching 
'  and  printing  any  thing  againft  the  proceedings  of" the 

(p)  Journal  '  h°ufe>  an£*   the  high   court  of  juftice,  in  relation    to 

Feb.  3,         *  bring the  King  to  juftice  [p).y     But  nothing  could 

1648.  hinder  men   from   declaring   their   diflike  to  the  deed, 

They  reproached,  they  reviled,  they  threatned,  and  did 
,  everything  to  make  Cromwell  and  his  fellows  odious  and 
abominable  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world.  Take  a  fpe- 
cimen  from  a  fermon  entitled  4  The  Martyrdome  of 
Kmg  Charles^  or  his  conformity  with  Chrijl  in  bis  fujff rer- 
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permiffion,  and  with  the  fupport  of  the  ar- 
my, 

ihgs9     preached     at    Bredagh,    before   his    Majefty   of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  June  3-i3)^fnnted 
1640,  [q)'     By  Henry >  Lord  Bifhop  of  Down  and  Con-  Hague,  by 
noe,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. — '   As  the  murtherers  of  Samuel 

*  our  fovereign,  fays  he,  refemble  the  crucifiers  of  our  Brown'Jnd 
4  Saviour ;  fo  we  find  them  all  acting  the  fame  parts*  London 

c  And  firft  Judas,  who  fold  his  matter,  of  all  that  con-  1649. 
4  fpired  againft  Chrift,  is  moft  odious  ;  for  he  was  his 

*  difciple,  a  domeftick  fervant,    one  whom   he  trufted 

*  with  his  purfe  ;  and  yet  he,  his  familiar  friend,  who  x 

*  did  eat  of  his  bread,  lift  up   the  heele  againft   him„ 

*  So  our  fovereign  was  fold  at  a  greater  price  than  our 
c  Saviour,  by  thofe  who  had  as  neere  a  relation  unto 
4  him,  as  Judas  had  unto   Chrift  :    for   they  were  his 

*  countrymen,  brought    up   with  him,  his  fervants  and 

*  familiar  friends,  whom  he  trufted  with  his  purfe,  with 
4  his  counfels,  and  his  perfon,  cherifhed  in  his  bofome, 
4  and  inriched    with  many  princely  favours.     In  many 

*  refpects  they  were  far  worfe  than  Judis.- Fromy#- 

4  das  come  we  to  the  great  counfel.     The  parliament  is 

*  that  great  counfel,  and  hath  acted  all  and  more  againft 
4  their  Lord  and  fovereign,  than  the  other  did  againft: 
4  Chrift :  they  confulted  how  to  put  him  to  death, 
6  igave  money  to  betray  him,  fent  foldiers  to  apprehend 
4  him.     In  that  great  counfel,  Annas  and  Caiphds  were 

*  chief ;  in  this  Cromwell  and  Ireton  ;  and  Cromwell  pro- 
4  phefied  as  Caiphas  did,  ufing  almoft  the  fame  words* 
4  It  is  expedient  that  he  die,  and  unlefs  he  die  the  na- 
4  tion  will  perifh.     Brad/haw  and  Cooke  are  the  fcribes 

*  and  lawyers  who  fiercely  perfued  him  :  they  curfe  them- 
4  felves  with  his  blood,  as  the  others  did  with  Chrift's  : 
4  for  Bradjhaw  fpoke  to  this  purpofe  on  the  bench  : 
4  Our  lives  are  threatned  if  we  meddle  with  his  blood  j 
4  but  whatfoever  fhall  befall  us,  we  will  do  juftice  up- 
4  on  him  And  is  not  this  juft  as  the  fcribes  and  pha- 
4  rifees  faid,  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  on  our  children, 
4  Fairfax  was  Pllat  the  governor,  who  feemed   uhwiU 
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my,    affumed  the    fupream   power  of  the 

nation. 
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mond's 
State  Pa- 
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*  ling  to  confent  to  his  death,  and  fought  to  wafh  his 

*  hands  of  his  blood  by  laying  it  upon  others.  And  his 
6  wife  Lady  Pilat,  who  diffwaded   the   murther  of  our 

*  fovereign,  more  than  the  other  did  the  killing  of 
c  Chrift.  The  army  are  the  foldier  who  apprehended 
{  him,    watched  him,  mocked  him,    reviled  him,  cry- 

*  ing  juflice  and  execution  againft  him,  and  at  laft 
6  crucified  him,  and  parted  his  garments  amongfr.  them. 

*  And  London  is  the  great  city  fpi ritual iy  Sodome,  where 

*  our  Lord  was  crucified.5 The  preacher  in  the  con- 

clufion,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  King  [Charles  JI,>  fays, 
€  God  in  his  own  good  time,  will  certainly,  Sir,  look 

*  upon  the  juftice    of  your  caufe — For  your  caufe   is 

*  God's  caufe.      And  as  it  is  God's  caufe,  fo  it    is  the 

*  caufe  of  all  Kings  :  they  are  deeply  concerned  in  it, 
'  and  ought  to  purfue  thofe  bloody  paracides.'  This 
language  may  found  harfh,  but  is  fofter  than  fecretarv 
Nicholas's,  who  ftiled  them  6  Devils  (r).' 

And  in  an  act  of  parliament  pafTed  foon  after  the  re- 
iteration of  Charles  II.  the  execution  of  the  Kingisftil- 
ed,  6  An  horrid  and  execrable  murder,  an  unparalleled 
6  treafon,3  which  the  faid  parliament    did   6  renounce, 

*  abominate  and  proteft  againft :'  and  it  was  declared, 
'  That  by  the  undoubted  and  fundamental  laws  of  the 
'  kingdom,    neither  the   peers    of  the  realm,    nor  the 

*  commons,  nor  both  together  in  parliament,  nor  the 

*  people  collectively,  nor  reprefentatively,  nor  any  other 

*  perfon  whatfoever,  ever  had,  have,  or  ought  to  have, 
6  a  coercive  power  over  the  perfons  of  the  Kings  of 
'  this  realm'. — And  in  virtue  of  this  doctrine,  Cromwell 
and  many  other  of  the  King's  judges  were  attainted  of 
high  treafon,  and  fome  fuffered  as  traytors  for  confent- 
ing  to  his  death.  It  would  be  tedious  as  well  as  end- 
lefs  to  reckon  up  the  reproaches  which  have  been  caft  on 
Cromwell  for  this  action  :  fuffice  it  to  fay  that  the  bigots, 
the  time  fervers,  the  party  men,  and  many  of  the  ho- 
neft  and  fenfible  men  of  moil  denominations,  have  joined 

in 
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nation,  in  the  way  of  a  free  ftate.  The 
kingly  power  and  houfe  of  peers,    by  the 

autho- 

in  the  cry,  and    reprefented   him   as   one  of  the  mofl 

wicked  of  men. But,  though   men's  prejudices   ran 

very  high  at  the  time  of  Charles's  death,  yet  wanted 
there  not  advocates  to  defend  the  deed.  Some  of  their 
reafons  the  truth  of  hiftory  requires  me  to  recite, 
though  I  am  no  way  anfwerable  for  the  conclufivcnefs 
of  them. 

i.  It  was   faid,  4  That  the  people,  (I  mean  collec- 

*  tively  taken)  have  no  law  of  nature,  or  of  God  upon 
4  them,    which   prohibiteth   them   from   laying  afide  a 

*  King,  or  kingly  governor,  from  amongft  them,  when 

*  they  have  a  reaforiable  caufe   for  it.     Such  a  caufe  as 

*  this  they  have  (I  mean  that  w!  ich  is  juft,  and  reafon- 

*  able,  and  competent)  for  fo  doing,  when  either  they 
4  find,    by  experience,   that  government  by   kings  hath 

*  been  a  nuifance  to  the  peace  or  liberties  of  the  peo- 

*  pie,  and  apprehend*  by  reafon,  that,  if  continued, 
4  it  is  like  frill  fo  to  be;  or  find,  that  the  charge  of 
4  maintaining  fuch  a  government,  hath  been,  and,  if 
4  continued,  is  like  to  be  (for  the  future)  over  burthen- 

*  fome  to  the  Rate,  conceiving,  upon  good  grounds, 
4  withal,  that  another  form  of  government  will  ac- 
4  commodate  the  intere  f  of  the  ftate  upon  equal  or 
4  better  terms,  with  lefs  charge  and  expence  ;  especially 
4  when  they  find,  that  the  government  we  fpeak  of  is 
4  gotten  into  a  race  or  blood,  that  is  unfit  for  govern- 
4  ment    as  that  which,  for  feveral  defcents  together,  as 

*  in  father,  in  fon,  in  fon's  fon,  &c.  is  either  boiled 
4  up  into,  and  breaks  out  in  oppreflion  and  tyranny,  or 

*  elfe  turns  to  a  water  of  natural  ftmplicity  and  weak- 
4  nefs,  or  froths  into  voluptuoiifnefs  and  luxury,  or  the 
4  like;  in  all  thefe  cafes  ^1  fay)  and  many  others  like 
4  unto  thefe,  a  people  or  ftate,  formerly  governed  by 
c  kings,  may  vrry  lawfully  turn  thefe  fervants  of  theirs 
4  out    of  their   doors,  as    the   Romans  of  old,  and  the 
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authority  of  this  commonwealth,  were  aba- 


(s)  GooS-    c  Hollanders  of  late    (befides  many  nations  more)  have 
$yin?s  De-     c  done,  and  are  blamelefs  (s),9 

Sentence  2'   *  Though   it    fbould    be  fuppofed,  that  the  King 

paffed   upon !  fimply  and  abfolutely  is  fuperiour  to  his  people,  yet, 

the  late       <  having  entered  into  a  civil,  yea,    and  facred  covenant 

p.  12.'  Lond. 4  anc^  bond  with  them,  the   breach  hereof  on  his  part 

4to.  1649.    *  giveth  unto  them  a  lawful nefle  of  right  or  power,  to 

4  compel    him   to   the  terms   of  his  agreement,  or  to 

4  make   fatisfa&ion    for  his  vi  lation  of  them.-' — And 

4  though  it   fhould   be  granted,  that  a    king  is   either 

4  equal   or  fuperiour  in  power  to   his  people  in  parlia- 

*  ment,  yet,  being  degenerated  into  a  tyrant,  he  is  nei- 

*  ther.     Whether  the  king  be  fuch,  it  is  the  right  of 

*  the  people,  by  their  reprefentatives,  to  declare.     For, 

*  where  there  is   no  opportunity  for  the  interpofure  of 

*  other  judges,  the  law   of  nature  and  of  nation,    al- 

*  ]&Rveth  every  man  to  judge  in  his  own  cafe.     Even  as 
the  late  King  took  upon  him  to  be  judge  in  his  owri 

4  cafe  ;  when  he  fentenced   all  thofe  who  ferved  in  the 

.f  wars  on  the  parliament's  fide  againft  him,  for  rebels 

4  and   traytors,  and   commanded  execution  accordingly. 

4 That    fuppofing  the    parliament   'on   accour-t  of 

4  the  force  put  on  jt  by  the  army,  and  the  abolifhing 
4  the  houfe  of  lords)  by  whofe  authority  the  high  court 
4  of  juftice  was  founded  and  created,  was  no  formal, 
4  le^al  or  compleat  parliament,  yet  will  not  this  nei^ 
4  ther  difable  the  juftice  or  riyhteoufnelTe  of  the  fen- 
4  tence ;  unlefle  it  could  be  further  fuppofed  (which 
4  apparent  truth  prohibiteth  any  man  to  fuppofe)  that 
4  there  were  fome  other  magiftrate,  one,  or  more,  fu- 
4  periourin  place  and  authority  to  this  parliament,  who, 
4  probably,  would  either  have  erecled  a  like  court  of 
4  juftice  for  the  fame  end  (the  captal  tryall  of  the  King) 

*  or  elfe  have  cajled  him  to  the  bar  of  fome  court  of 
&  juftice  already   eftablifhed,  and   profecuted    the  fame 

*  tryal   here.     For,  doubtleffe,  the  execution  of  juftice 

*  and  judgment  is  fo  abfolutely  and  efTentially  neceftary 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  21 

lifhed,    the  lands  of  the  crown  fold,  with 


to  the  prefervation  and  well-being  of  a  ftate,  or  body 
politique,  that  both  the  law  of  God  and  nature  doth 
not  only  allow  it  in  any  member,  one,  or  more,  of   . 
fuch  a  body,  in  their  order,  turn,  and  courfe,  (when 
thofe,  who  are  peculiarly  deputed  for  fuch  execution,    .  q00^ 
(hall   neglect  or   refufe    it,    as,  viz,  magiftrates   and  w;n^s  rje- 
judges)  (t)  but    even  calleth    them   unto  it,   and  re-  fence,  &c. 
quireth  it  at  their  hands,  in  fuch  cafes.'  P'  4°* 

3.  As   to   the  claufe  in  the  covenant,  which  bound 
them  to  preferve  the  King's  perfon,  it  was  faid,  c  That, 

*  in  the  then  circumftances,  neither  the  prefervation  of 

*  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,    nor  the  bringing  de~ 

*  linquents  to  punifhment  (to  which,  by  the  fame  cove* 
c  nant,    they    were   bound)  were  confident   therewith, 

*  and  confequently  was  unfit  to  be  obferved  by  them. 
'  Late  and  lamentable  experience,'  fays  the  writer,  juli 
quoted,  4  (hewed  how  near  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom 
4  were  to   ruin,  by  occafion  of  the  prefervation  of  the 

*  King's  perfon  only  (and  that  only  for  a  feafon)  though 

*  his   authority  was  kept   under  hatches.     It  was   the 

*  prefervation  of  his  perfon  that  gave  life,  and  breath, 

*  and  being,  to  thofe   dangerous  infurreclions  in   Kent9 

*  EJjex^  London,  Surry,  IVales,  &c.  by  means  whereof 
c  there  was  but  a  ftep  between  the  liberties  of  the  king- 

*  dom  and  perpetual  enflavement.  It  was  the  prefer- 
'  vation  of  his  perfon  (with  hope  of  reflitution  of  his 
c  authority)  that  adminiftred  ftrength  unto  Scotland  to 
4  conceive  the  conqueft  of  England,  and  to  make  the 
6  attempt,  by  invading  it  with  an  army  of  about  (if 
'  not  above)   30000  men  :  unto  whofe  teeth  (doubtleffe) 

*  this  nation  had  been  a  prey,  had  they  not  fought  from 

*  heaven,    had   not   the    (tars    in   their    couries    fought 

*  againft  them.     And  had  his  perfon  ftill  been  preferved 

*  (efpecially  with  his  authority)  according  to  all  expe- 
i  riments  which  the  world  hath  made,  and  had,  in  fuch 
c  cafes,  yea,  according  to  all  principles,  as  well  of  re- 
f  ligion,  as  of  reafon  and  policy,  it  would  have  been  a 


P 


fpring 
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the  jewels  and  paintings  belonging  to  Charles 

I, 


[u]  Good- 
vein's  De- 
fence, &c. 

P-  55- 


(x)  G^od- 

•wiri'S  De- 
fence, &c. 


c  fpring  or  fountain  of  bitter  waters  unto  the  land,  and 
*  a  darkening  of  the  light  in  the  heavens  thereof.  And, 
inftead  of  bringing  delinquents  to  condign  punifh- 
ment,  it  cannot,  in  any  rational  conftruclion,  but  be 
fuppofed,  that  it  would  have  been  the  lifting  up  the 
heads  of  fuch  perfons  unto  undeferved  places  of  ho- 
nour^).* 

4.  6  Never/  fays  Mr.  Goodwin ,  e  was  any  perfon, 
under  heaven,  fentenced  with  death  upon  more  equi- 
table or  juft  grounds,  in  re fp eel:  of  guilt  or  demerit, 

Be  that  is   the  architect  and  mafter-workman  in 

railing  an  unnecefiary  or  unjuft  war,  makes  him- 
felf  the  firft  born  of  murtherers,  and  is  refponfible 
both  to  God  and  men,  for  all  the  blood  that  is  ihed  in 
this  war.  If  kings  might  make  war  upon  .their  fub- 
jecls,  when,  and  upon  what  pretences,  they  pieafe, 
and  then  be  jufiified  and  acquitted  from  all  outrages 
of  blood,  and  other  villanies,  perpetrated  in  this  war, 
one  fm  might  make  an  atonement  for  another ;  yea 
one  great  fin  a  cloak  and  covering  for  many.  The 
late  wars,  wherein  the  King,  by  the  fword  of  thofe 
men  of  blood,  who  caft  in  their  lot  with  him,  fhed 
fo  much  innocent  blood  in  the  land,  being  caufelefly, 
and  contrary  to  the  frequent  obteftations,  humble  pe- 
titions, earneii:  follicitations,  grave  advifements  of  his 
great  c'ouncel  (the  parliament)  commenced  by  him- 
felf,  are  io  far  from  mediating  (or  the  blood  (bed,  on 
his  behalf,  that  they  open  the  mouth  of  it  the  wider, 
and  caufe  it  to  cry  fo  much  the  louder  for  vengeance 
upon  him,  and  bis,  both  unto  God  and  men  (#),.' 
And  ih3  parliament,  after  a, i vine  a  ih or t  detail  of 
Charles's  behaviour  in  his  government,  adds,  *  Upon  all 
4  thefe,  and  many  other  unparalleled  offences,  upon  his 
6  breach  of  faith,  of  oarhs  and  proteftaiions,  upon  the 
'.cry  of  the  blood  of  Ireland  and  of England,  upon  the 
4  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  and  childlefs  parents, 
*  and  millions  cf  perfons   undone   by  him,  let  all   the 

6  world 
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J.  and  every  mark   of  ignominy   and   con- 
tempt 


*  world  of  indifferent  men  judge,  whether  the  parlia- 
ment had  not  fufficient  caufe  to  bring  the  King  to 
j uft ice  (y).9 

5.  8  I  ask/  fays  Milton^  c  by  what  confcience,  or  di- 
vinity, or  law,  or  reafon,  a  ftate  js  bound  to  leave  all 
thefe  facred  concernments  under  a  perpetual  hazard 
and  extremity  of  danger,  rather  than  cut  off  a  wicked 
prince,  who  fits  plotting  day  ^nd  night  to  fubvert 
them.  They  tell  us,  that  the  law  of  nature  juftifies 
any  man  to  defend  himfelf,  even  againfr.  the  King  in 
perfon :  let  them  (hew  us  then,  why  the  fame  law 
may  not  juftify  much  more  a  ftate  or  whole  people, 
to  do  juftice  upon  him,  againft:  whom  each  private 
man  may  lawfully  defend  himfelf;  feeing  all  kind  of 
juftice  done  is  a  defence  to  good  men,  as  well  as  a 
punifhment  to  bad  ;  and  juftice  done  upon  a  tyrant  is 
no  more  bat  the  neceffary  felf- defence  of  a  whole 
commonwealth.  To  war  upon  a  king,  that  his  in- 
ftruments  may  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment, 
and  thereafter  to  punifh  them  the  inftruments,  and 
not  to  fpare  only,  but  defend  and  honour  him  the 
author,  is  the  ftrangefl  piece  of  juftice  to  be  called 

*  chriftian,  and  the  ftrangeft  piece  of  reafon  to  be  cal-     . 

f  led  human,  that,  by  men   of  reverence  and  learning,  works,  vol; 
6  ever  yet  was  vented  (z).'  i.  p.  S6*" 

6.  As  to  the  objection,  that  many  members  of  par- 
liament were,  by  force,  excluded,  the  Drivilege  of  it 
highly  broken,  and  they  who  were  permitted  to  fit  in 
parliament  acted  ftill  under  a  force9  and  were  upon 
their  good  behaviour :  as  to  this,  it  was  by  the  parlia- 
ment replied, i  That  every  parliament  ought  to  ad! 

«  upon  their  good  behaviour;  and  few  have  acted,  but 
«   fome  kind  of  force  hath  at  one  time  or  other  been 


(  y)  Declaration  of  the  parliament  of  Eng'nnd,  exprefling  the  grounds 
of  their  late  proceedings,  and  of  fettling  the  prefent  government  in  the 
Way  of  a  free  ftate,  p.  13.  4-to.     London,  March  32,  1648. 

*  upon 
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tempt   caft  on  his  name,  family,   and  go- 


vernment, 


6  upon  them ;  and  moft  of  them  under  the  force  of 
c  tyrannical  will,  and  fear  of  ruine  by  difpleafure  there- 

*  of  5  fome  under  the  force  of  feveral  factions  or  titles 
c  to  the  crown  :  yet  the  laws  made,  even  by  fuch  par- 
c  liarnents,  have  continued,  and  been  received,  and  be- 
c  neficial  to  fucceeding  ages.  All  which,  and  whatfo- 
c  ever  hath  been  done  by  this  parliament,  fince  fome  of 
c  their  members  deferted  them,  and  the  late  King  raifed 

*  forces  againft  them,  and  feveral  diforders  and  affronts 

*  formerly  offered  to  them  (if  this  objection  take  place) 

*  are  wholly  vacated.     For  any  breach  of  privilege  of 

*  parliament,  it  will  not  be  charged  upon  the  remain- 

*  ing  part,  or  to  have  been  within  their  power  of  pre- 

*  vention  or  reparation  ;  or  that  they  have  not  enjoy- 
6  ed  the  freedom  of  their  own   perfons  and  votes,  and 

*  are,  undoubtedly,  by  the  law  of  parliaments,  far  ex- 
6  ceedino-  that  number  which  makes  a  houfe,  authorifed 
c  for  the  difpatch  of  any  bufinefs  whatfoever  :  and  that, 
€  which  at  prefent  is  called  a  force  upon  them,  is  fome 

*  of  their  beft  friends,  called  and  appointed  by  the   par- 

*  liament  for  their  fafety,  and  for  the   guard   of  them 

*  againft  their  enemies ;  who,  by  this  means,  being 
\  .difappointed  of  their  hopes  to  deftroy  the  parliament, 
f  would,  neveithelefs,  fcandalize  their  actions,  as  done 
f  under  a  force,  who,  in  truth,  are  no  other  than  their 
f  own  guards   of  their  own  army,    by  themfelves    ap- 

*  pointed  :  and,  when  it  fell  into  confederation,  whether 
4  the  priviledge  of  parliament,  or  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
c  dom,    mould  be   preferred,    it  is   not   hard  to  judge 

*  which  ought  to  fway  the  ballance;  and  that  the  parlia- 
'  ment  ought  to  pafs  by  the  breach  of  priviledge  (as 
c  had  been  formerly  often  done  upon  much  fmaller 
t  grounds)  rather  than,  by  a  fuilen  declining  their  duty 

\a)  Declara-  «  an(j  tru.ft9  to  refign  up  all  to  the  apparent  hazard   of 

!T"i.&C"      '  rum  anc*  conr"u^on  °f  tne  nati°n  (*)•' Thefe  were 

the  principal  reafons  at  that  time  given  for  this  moft 
extraordinary  action.     The  reader  will  judge  of  their 

fprce. 


OLIVEP.  CROMWELL.  219 

yernment.     To  conciliate  men  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, 

force,  and  determine  whether  they  anfwer  the  objec- 
tions founded  on  the  illegality  and  violence  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. It  fhould  be  obferved,  however,  that  the 
abettors  of  it  gloried  that  it  was  performed  in  the 
eye  of   the  world,    and   that  an   example   was  fet    to 

pofterity    how    to   acl:   in    fimilar    circumftances. • 

There  want  not  precedents  of  forne  of  his  prede- 
cefibrs,  faid  they,  who  have  been  depcfed  by  parlia- 
ments, but  were  afterwards  in  darknefs,  and  in  cor- 
ners, bafely  murthered.  This  parliament  held  it  more 
agreeable  to  honour  and  juftice,  to  give  the  King  a 
fair  and  open  trial,  by  above  an  hundred  gentlemen, 
in  the  moll  publick  place  of  juftice,  free  (if  he  had  fo(£)  Declara- 

pleafed)  to  make  his  defence  (b).* 'If  the  parlia- ton,  &c>  I 

ment  and  military  council  do  what  they  do  without p*  I4' 
precedent,'  fays  Miltm^  4  if  it  appear  their  duty,  it 
argues  the  more  wifdom,  virtue  and  magnanimity, 
that  they  know  themfelves  able  to  be  a  precedent  to 
others,  who,  perhaps,  in  future  ages,  if  they  prove 
not  too  degenerate,  will  look  up  with  honour,  and 
afpire  towards  thefe  exemplary  and  matchlefs  deeds 
of  their  anceftors,  as  to  the  higheft  top  of  their  civil 
glory  and  emulation ;  which,  heretofore,  in  the  pur- 
fuance  of  fame  and  foreign  dominion,  fpent  itfelf 
vain-glowoufly  abroad  ;  but,  henceforth,  may  learn  a 
better  fortitude,  to  dare  execute  higheft  juftice  on  them 
that  fhall,  by  force  of  arms,  endeavour  the  oppreffing 
and  bereaving  of  religion  and  their  liberty  at  home; 
that  no  unbridled  potentate  or  tyrant,  but  to  his  for- 
row,  for  the  future,  may  prefume  fuch  high  and  irre- 
fponfible  licence  over  mankind,  to  havoc  and  turn  up- 
fiJe  whole  kingdoms  of  men,  as  though  they  were 
no  more,  in  refpect  of  his  perverfe  will,  than  a  nation 
of  pifmires  [cV «  The   time   was  '     faid    another  (?)  p/ok 

1  {■        ,  ,  ...  -     Works,  vor» 

commonwealth  advocate,  *  when  this  nation  was  wed-  lt  pt  -'^ 
ded  to  the  vanity  of  admiring  kings,  placing  them  in 
a  lofty  feat   of  impunity,    like   gods,  that   were  not 

*  bound 
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ceedings,  and  make    them    fubmit  to  their 
they   began   (n)  with    fair   promifes, 


rule. 


and 


bound  to  give  men  an  account  of  their  actions 5  but 
had  a  liberty  to  thunder  at  pleafure,  and  put  the  world 
into  combuftion,  fo  that  there  was  no  love  but  luft, 
no  rule  but  the  prince's  will,  which  fo  vaflaJized  the 
fpirits  of  this  great  and  mighty  people,  that  they  were 
content  to  eftablifh  the  higbeft  piece  of  injuflice  by 
fuch  maxims  of  law,  as  laid,  c  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong;'  as  if  whatfoever  he  did  could  not  make  him 
a  delinquent  or  a  traitor  ;  nor  was  it  law  only,  but 
thofe  antiquated  cheats  of  the  clergy  made  it  pafs  for 
divinity  alfo  ;  fo  that  the  commonwealth  of  England, 
for  almoft  fix  hundred  years,  hath  been  pinioned  like 
a  captive  with  the  twofold  cord  of  the  law  and  the 
gofpei,  which  the  corrupt  profeflbrs  have  made  ufe  of 
after  their  own  inventions.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
that  this  glorious  idol  of  royalty  was  elevated  to  fuch 
a  height  over  the  Jiberties  of  the  parliament,  and  fet 
upon  the  ver  pinac'e  of  the  temple,  we  have  lived 
to  fee  a  noble  generation  of  Enghjh  hearts,  that  have 
fetched  it  down  with  a  vengeance,  and  cured  the  land 
of  that  idolatry,  by  one  of  the  moft  heroic  and  ex- 
emplary a£is  of  juftice,  that  ever  was  done  under  the 
fun  (d): 

I  {hall  only  add,  that,  in   the  year  1651,  O.  S.  the 

30th  of  January .  w 'as  obferved,  by  the  Er.glfh  merchants 

at   Dantzick,    in   memorial    of   their    deliverance   from 

flavery,  and  a  feafl  was  made  for  the  whole  company, 

(e)  Thurloe,  ^g  eXpence  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  repaid  by  the 

vol.     1.    p.  t    ,  c      t?         ?  1    1     \ 

555-     commonwealth  or  England  \e). 

(11)   Tbty  began  with  fair  prcmifes,  and  expreffed,  at  the 

fame  time,  much  refcluiicn']   After  it  had  been  determined 

to  bring   the  Kins  to  a  trial;  the  houfe  of  commons 

acled  with  great  fpirit  and  rigour.     They  declared,  that 

the  commons  of  England,  in   parliament  afiembed,  be- 

(/)  Jouf-     ing  chofen  by,  and  representing,  the  people,  have  the 

lai'  1648.   frpreme  power  in  the  nation  [f).     They  refolved,  that 


(d)  Mercu- 
rius  Politi- 
cus,  No.  56 
p.  886. 
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and  expreffed,  at  the  fame  time,  much 
refolution.     Nor  were  they  worfe  than  their 

words : 

a  great  feal  be  graven,  with  the  addition  of  a  map  of  the 

kingdom  of  Ireland,  andof^r/^v  and  -'tuernfey,   together 

with  the  map  oi England  \   and.  in  lome  convenient  place 

on  that  fide,  the  arms  by  which  the  kingdoms  of  England 

and  Ireland  are  differenced  from  other  kingdoms.     That, 

on  the  map5  fide  oi   the  great  leal,  the    infcription  mall 

be,   6  The    orreat    Seal    of  England,    /648.'      That  the 

inlcnpuon,   on  the  other  fide  of  the  feal,  on  which   the 

fcu.pture  of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  engraven,  mall  be 

this    viz.  *  In  the  firft  year  of  freedom    by  God's  blef-  f  »  journa] 

4  fing  rcftored  (g  .'     Sixty  poun  is  were  charged  on  the  9th  or  Jan. 

revenue    towards    the  charges   of  this  feal. On  the  l64^. 

17th  of  March,  after  the  Kind's  execution,  an  act  was 
pallid  6  for  aboliihing  the  kingly  office,'  and  it  was  de- 
clared,  '  high    treafon  in  any  one  to  endeavour  to  fet 

*  up  a.y  of  the  late  Kind's  children,  or  any  other  per- 

*  ton  to  be  Km?;  of  England  and  Ireland-,  and  that  who- 

Co  ' 

'  foever  mould   be  convicted  of  the  faid  offence,   fliould 
4  be  deemed  and  adjudged   a  traitor  againft  the  parlia-    '    g    ,  ,, 
-'  ment    and    people    of  England  (b).'     And,    that   no  cdleftion, 
hopes    might  be  given  of  the  reiteration  of  monarchy,  M;rch, 
care  was  taken  to  demoliih  its   great  fupport  the   houfe  l6+ 
of  peers,   which  was  declared  «  to   be  ufelefs  and   dan- 

*  gerous  to  the  people  of  England :'  and  it  was  enacted, 
4  That  the  lords  mould  not  from  thenceforth  meet  or 
4  fit  in  the  houfe  ca>led  the  lords  houfe,  or  in  any  other 

*  houfe  or  place  whatfoever,  as  a  houfe  of  lords ;  nor 

*  mould  fit,  vote,  advife,  adjudge  or  determine  of  any 
4  matter  or  thing  whatfoever,  as  a  houfe  of  lords,  in 

*  parliament  (/).'     They,  moreover,  pulled   down  the  (0  Id-  is,» 
ftatues  of  Charles  at  St.  Paul's  and  in  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, and  put  in  the  nich  of  the  latter,  Exit  Tyrannus 

regum  uhimus :  imitating  the   Syracufians,  who,  at  the 
invitation  of  Timoleon,  6  overturned  the  palaces  and  mo- 
4  numents,  and  whatever  elfe  might  preferve  the  me- [n  Til^0a_rc 
c  mory  of  former   tyrants  (£),'— .Thefe  were   very  ieon. 

bold 
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words :    for,    'tis  very  certain,  great  thing! 

were 

bold  and  high  a£\s,  and  fuch  as  needed  an  apology  to 
the  nation  and  the  world.  Accordingly  a  declaration 
was  prepared  and  printed,  in  which  the  grounds  of  their 
proceedings  were  laid  open  in  the  bell:  manner  they  were 
able.  And  the  better  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their 
a&ions,  and  conciliate  their  efteem  to  their  authority* 
they  fpoke  them  fair,  and  promifed  them  largely.  After 
having  in  the  declaration  vindicated  their  feveral  ac- 
tions, they  proceed  in  the  following  manner :  '  The 
4  fum  of  all  the  parliament's  defign  and  endeavour  in  the 
6  prefent  change  of  government  from  tyranny  to  a  free 
e  ftate ;  and  which  they  intend  not  only  to  declare  in 
fc  words,  but  really  and  fpeedily  endeavour  to  bring  to 
6  efTecl:,  is  this  j  to  prevent  a  new  war,  and  further  ex- 
6  pence  and  effufion  of  the  treafure  and  blood  of  Eng- 
6  land',  and  to  eftabiim  a  firm  and  fafe  peace,  and  an 
'  oblivion  of  all  rancour  and  ill  will  occafioned   by  the 

*  late  troubles:  to  provide  for  the  due  worfhip  of  God, 
'  according  to  his  word,  the  advancement  of  the  true 
&  proteltant  religion,    and   for   the  liberal  and  certain 

*  maintenance  of  godly  minifters  :  to  procure  a  juft  li- 
4  berty  for  the  confciences,  perfons  and  etiates  of  all 
s  men,  conformable  toGod's  glory  and  their  own  peace: 
6  to  endeavour  vi^o^oufly  the  punifhment  of  the  cruel 

*  murtherers  in  Ireland,  and  the  reftoring  of  the  honeft 
c  proteftants,  and  this  commonwealth,  to  their  rights 
'  there,  and  the  full  fatisfadlion  of  all  engagements  for 

*  this  work:  to  provide  for  the  fettling  and  juft  obferv- 

*  ing  of  treaties  and  alliances  with  foreign   princes  and 

*  frates,    for   the  encouragement   of  manufactures,    for 

*  the    increafe  and  flourifhing   of  trades  at  home,  and 

*  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  all  places-of  the  land: 
s  to  take  care  for  the  due  reformation  ^nd  admin iftration 
'of  the  law  and  publique  juftice,  that  the  evil  may  be 

*  punifhed  and  the  good  rewarded  :  to  order  the  reve- 

*  nue  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  publ.que  charges  may  be 

*  defrayed,  the   foldiers  pay  juftly  and  duly  fettled,  that 

*  free 
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were  done  by  them,  and  fuch  as  were  very 
much  to  their  honour.     Witn^fs  the  profe- 

cution. 


free  quarter  may  be  wholly  taken  away,  the  people 
be  eafed  in  their  burthens  and  taxes,  and  the  debts  of 
the  commonwealth  be  juftly  fatisfied  :  to  remove  all 
grievances  and  oppreffions  of  the  people,  and  to  efta- 
blifti  peace  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  land.  Thefe  being 
their  only  ends,  they  cannot  doubt  of,  and  humbly 
pray  to  the  Almighty  Power  for  his  affiilance  and 
bleffing  upon  their  mean  endeavours,  wherein,  as 
they  have  not  envied  nor  intermeddled,  nor  do  intend  at 
all  to  intermeddle,  with  the  affairs  of  government  of  any 
other  kingdom  or  ftate ;  or  to  give  any  offence  or  juft 
provocation  to  thei*  neighbours,  with  whom  they  defire 
entirely  to  preferve  all  fair  correfpondence  and  amity*  if 
they  pleafe ;  and  confine  themfelves  to  the  proper  work, 
the  managing  of  the  affairs,  and  ordering  the  govern- 
ment of  this  commonwealth,  and  matters  in  order 
thereunto,  with  which  they  are  intrufted  and  autho^ 
rifed  by  the  confent  of  all  the  people  thereof,  whofe 
reprefentatives  by  election  they  are.  So  they  do  pre- 
fume  upon  the  like  fair  and  equal  dealing  from  abroad  ; 
and  that  they,  who.  are  not  concerned,  will  not  inter- 
pofe  in  the  affairs  of  England,  who  doth  not  interpofe 
in  theirs :  and,  in  cafe  of  any  injury,  they  doubt  not, 
but  by  the  courage  and  power  of  the  Englijh  nation, 
and  the  good  blefling  of  God  (who  hath  hitherto  mi- 
raculoufly  owned  thejuftnefs  of  their  caufe,  and,  they 
hope,  will  continue  to  do  the  fame)  they  fhall  be 
fufficientiy  enabled  to  make  their  full  defence,  and  to 
maintain  their  own  rights.  And  they  do  expect  from 
all  true  hearted  Englifnmen,  not  only  a  forbearance  of 
any  publique  or  fecret  plots  or  endeavours,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  prefent  fettlement,  and  thereby  to  kindle 
new  flames  of  war  and  mifery  amongft  us,  whereof 
themfelves  muft  have  a  (hare  ;  but  a  chearful  concur- 
rence and  acting  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  great- 
work  now  in  hand,  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  name  of 

<  God 
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cution  of  the  war  in  Ireland,  under  the 
command  (kk)    of  Cromwell,    their  lieute- 

nant- 

c  God    may  be  honoured,  the  true  proteftanf   religion 

*  advanced,  and  the  people  of  this  land  enjoy  the  blef- 
(/)  Declare-  «  fmgs  of  peace,  freedom  and  juilice,  to  them  and  their 

22/164.3.     '  poiterities  (/).' —This  declaration,  at  the  fame  time, 

p.  25 — 17.    was  printed,    by  order  of  parliament,  in  Latin,    under 

the  title  of  *  Parliament!  Anglice  Declaratio:  in  qua  Res 
(m)   Londi-  '  Nuperum  Geflae,  et  Decretum  de  Statu  Anglia  Regio 
sii,  apud       c  in   liberam   Rempublicam    vertendo,    afferuntur  (m).' 
Francifcum   The  great   and  remarkable  tranfaclions  of  the  common- 
MenfisMar-  wea^th   we're   publifhed   by   their  order,    and    tranflated 
tiia2».{An- into  Latin,  for  the  information  of  other  countries,  as 
no  1648.      appears  from  a  great  many  papers  yet  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  curious  and  inquifitive  :  and  a  very  accu- 
rate journal  in   French   was   publifhed  by  authority   of 
the  council  of  flate,  for  the  like  ufe  of  foreigners,  in- 
{n}  Preface  tituled,  <  Nouvelles  Ordinaires  de  Londres/  beginning 
vol. -of 'the    Juh  l^S°->  arK*  ending  January  1660- 1  (»).     Nor  muft 
Pariiamen-   it  be  forgotten,  that,  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  fubjec~ts, 
taryHiftory.  a  journal  of  a  like  nature,  intitled,  c  Mercurius  foli- 
i  ticus,  comprifmg  the  fum  of  foreign  intelligence,  with 

*  the  affairs  now  on  foot  in  the  three  nations  of  Eng- 
*■  land,  Scotland  and  Ireland,'  was,  by  the  fame  autho- 
rity, printed    likewife.      It   commences  June  9,  1649, 

. .  „,    ,      and  ends  in  April-  \  660  (0).     Thefe  publications  (hewed 

(0}  Wood,  r     c        c  ■  I  j \  c  •      • 

vol,  H.  c.      great  feme  or  propriety,  honour  and  fair   intentions  in 
6*8.^  the  parliament,  and    render  it  very  furprifing,  that   no 

compleat  hiftory  of  thofe  times  (hould  be  given  us  by 
any  contemporary  writer.     Mr.  Neville  fpeaks  of  *  one 
(p)  pjato     e  of  thofe  who  were  in  employment  from  the  year  40 
Redivivus,     <  to  60,  who  had  written  a  ~h:n  -./  of  thofe   20  years, 

P-  TTi*         c  wjtn   great  truth    and   impartiality  (|>)..'e What  is 

Lond.'i68i.  become  of  it  is  not  known Probably  it  is  loft  for 

ad  edit,        ever  ! 

(ick)  The  deeds  in  Ireland  under  the  command  of 'Crom- 
well.] Ireland  had  given  the  parliament  great  caufe  of 
refentment.     Bcfides   the  barbarous  maffacre  in   1641, 

whisk 
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nant-general,  and  the  fubfequent  fettlement 

there 


which  loudly  called  for  vengeance,  and  which  the  beft 
part  of  the  Englijb  nation  were  deiirous  of  feeing  in- 
flicted, it  had  (hewed  a  particular  fpite  and  malice  againfi: 
the  parliament.  Charles  cherifhed  this  difpofition,  and, 
by  a  variety  of  methods,  endeavoured  to  make  it  declare 
in  his  favour,  and  fupport  his  caufe.  Some  fuccefs,  'tis 
well  known,  he  had, — — more,  probably,  he  would 
have  had,  but  for  the  extream  bigottry  of  the  priefts, 
and  the  Nuntio,  who  were  hardly  to  be  fatisfied  by  any 
concelllons.  At  length,  however,  a  peace  was  made  t 
between  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde.,,  lord-lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and  general  governor  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland t 
on  behalf  of  King  Charles  of  the  one  part,  and  the  ge- 
neral afTembly  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  faid  king- 
dom, for,  and  on  behalf  of  his  Majefty's  Roman  catho- 
lic fubjecls,  on  the  other  part.  This  peace  was  pro- 
claimed "January  17,  1648,  and  does  very  little  honour 
to  the  Marquis  or  his  mailer.  For,  among  other  things, 
it  was    agreed,  6  That    a!)  ac~ls,  ordinances   and  orders 

*  made  by  both  or  either  houfes  of  parliament,  to  the 
'  blemifh,  difhonour  and  prejudice  of  the  Roman  Catho- 

*  lies  of  that  kingdom,  iince  the  7th  of  Auguft,  1 64.1  > 
c  fhould    be   vacated ;  that    all  inditements,  attainders, 

outlawries  in  that  kingdom,  and  all  the  procefTes  and 
other  proceedings,  fince  the  faid  time,  in  prejudice  of 
'  the  Catholics,  fhould  be  made  void;  that  Catholics 
might  fit  and  vote  in  parliament  ;  have  places  of  ho- 
nour, command,  profit  and  trull  in  the  army,  and 
that  an  act  of  oblivion  fhould  be  palled  to  extend  to 
all    his    Majelfy's    fubjecls    of  that  kingdom,    of  all 

*  treafons  and  offences  of  what  nature,  kind  or  quality 

*  foever,  fince  the  23d  of  Ofiober^  1641.'  In  a  word, 
every  thing  the  Catholics  could  almoft  wifh  for  was 
granted  them,  to  the  no  fmal!  aftonifhment  of  the  pro- 
teftants.  This  pah:  not  without  obfervation  in  England. 
However,  by  means  of  this  peace,  the  chief  parts  of 
Ireland  declared  for  CharUs,  and  afterwards  for  his  fon  j 

Q_  and 
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there  in  purfuance  of  the  adl  of  parliament 

far 


and  lord  Ormonde,  emboldened  thereby,  took  the  liber- 
ty to  ufe  a  language  towards  the  Englifh  government, 
which   he  little  imagined   they   would   fa   foon  avenge. 

*  The  dregs  and  fcum  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  pick- 

*  ed  and  awed  by  the  army,'  '  a  wicked  remnant,  left 
,    c  for  no  other  end^  than  yet  further,  if  it  be  poilible, 

articles  of  *  to  delude  the  people  with  the  name  of  a  parliament/ 
peace, letter,  were  fome  of  the  expreflions  his  lordfhip  made  ufe  of 
Sec.  in  Mil-  j.n  ^js  ]etter  to  colonel  "Jones.  governor  of  Dublin,  in 
ton  s  profe  J         11  •  1  •    ,         , 

works  order  to  induce  him  to  iurrender  that  city  into  his  hands.- 

-vol.  i.  p.  Cromwell  was  alfo  likened  in  the  fame  letter  to  'John  of 
3H-3S5.    Leyden(q). 

Milton,  in  his  obfervations  on  this  peace,  gives  his 
lordfhip  very  keen  anfwers  to  thefe  reproaches,,  though 
in  a  ftile  far  more  decent.  '  Seeing,  fays  he,  he  con- 
c  tains  not  himfelf,  but,  contrary  to  what  a  gentleman 
c  fhould  know  of  civility,  proceeds  to  the  contemptu- 

*  ous  naming  of  a  perfon,  whofe  valour  and  high  me- 

*  rit    many  enemies,    more   noble   than  himfelf,  have 
*i  both  honoured   and  feared  ;  to  afiert  his  good   name 

*  and  reputation,  of  whofe  fervice  the  commonwealth 
receives  fo  ample  fatisfadlion,  it  is  anfwered  in  his 
behalf,  that  Crcmvjell,  whom  he  couples  with  a  name 
of-fcorn,  hath  done,  in  a  few  years,  more  eminent 
and  remarkable  deeds,  whereon  to  found  nobility  in 
his  houfe,  though  it  were  wanting,  than  Ormonde,  and 
all  his  ancestors  put  together,  can  fhew  from  any  re- 
cord  of  their  Irijh  exploits,  the  widen1  fcene  of  their 

CO  Id«  P*     *  glory  (?).'     This   the    Marquis   got  by   itfing    abufive 

language. But    to   proceed    with    the  narration. 

Peace  being  made  with  the  catholics,  and  Lord  Incbi*- 
queen  having  joined  alfo  with  Ormonde,  the  Marquis  ad- 
vifed  his  young  mafter  Charles  II.  to  come  thither  as  to 
a  place  of  fecurity  and  advantage.  In  a  memorial  de- 
livered by  the  lords  of  his  Majefty's  council  to  the  lords 
deputies  for  the  States  General,  March  29,  1649,  N.  S. 
we  find  them,  after  touching  on  the  ftate  ©f  England- 

and 


t 


393- 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  227 

for  that   purpofe,    whereby  the  Irijh   being 

fub- 


and  Scotland,  declaring  his  Majedy's  refolutions  in  the 
following  manner:  'This  being  the   true  condition  of 

*  his  Majefty's  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Sect/and, 
c  and   it  being  necefTary  for  his  Majefty  to  give  life  to 

*  the  afflicted  ffate  of  his  affairs  by  his  own  activity  and 

*  vigour,  your  lordlhips  clearly  oifcern,  that  his  other 
c   kingdom  of  Ireland  is,  for  the  prefent,  fitteft  to   re- 

*  ceive  his  Majefty's  perfon ;  and  thither  he  intends, 
c  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  to  tranfport  himfelf,  being 
'  thereunto  earneftly  advifed,  and  with  great  importu- 
€  nity  invited,  by   the   kingdom  of  Ireland,  and   by  the 

*  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  his  Majefty's  lieutenant-general 
'  there  ;  by  whofe  great  wifdom  a  peace  is  there  con- 
4  eluded,  and  thereby  the  King,    at  this  time,  pofTefled 

*  entirely  of  three  parts  of  four  of  that  his  large  and 

*  fruitful  kingdom,  and  of  the  command  of  good  ar- 
'  mies  and  a  good   fleet  to  be  joined  to  his  navy  ;  and 

*  he  hath  reafon  to   believe  that  Dublin,  and    the   few 

*  other  places  (that  have  fubmitted  to  the  rebellious 
4  power  in  England)  either  are,  upon  the  knowledge  of 
4  that  odious  parricide,  returned   to  their  allegiance,  or 

*  will  be  fuddenly   reduced  ;  fo  that  the  affairs  of  that 

*  kingdom  being  fettled   (which   we  hope  will  be  in  a  (s)  Or- 

*  fhort  time)  the  King  will  be  ready  to  go  from  thence  ™onde's 

*  into   Scotland,  when  his  prefence  there  mall  be  requi-  byCartePeiS' 
'  fite  (*).'     How  full  the  King  was  of  going  to  Ireland, vol.  i.  p. 


appears  from   the  following  letter,    written  in  cypher  by  262,  Lond- 
Sir  Edward  Nicholas,  from   the   Hague  (the  day   after    7j9' 
the  above  memorial    was   given  in)  to  Lord  Ormonde. 
4  It  is  very  true,  that  the  King  intends  to  make  Fiance 
'  his  way  to  Ireland,  and   to  meet  the  Queen:  and,  I 

*  believe,  he  will  go  to  Paris  to  her.     The  truth  is,  I 
'  cannot  guefs    at    the  time   of  our  remove,   tho'  the 

*  King  be  refolved  for  Ireland,    and   defires   to  be  there 
'  as  foon  as   may  be  :  and  no  man   is  now  fo   mad,   as 

*  openly  to  avow   a   diflike  of  it.     But   the   want   of 

*  money  is  fo  incredible,  and  the  debts  (a  great,  that 

Q.2  *   I 
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•fubdued,    the    bed    part   of   that   kingdom 


Or- 


was 


c  I  know   not  how  .we  (hall  get  over  thefe  difficulties-. 
c-  And  you  muft  know,   that,    though  no  man  oppofes 
6  the   going  into   I  eland,  yet  many  are   in   their  hearts 
6   again  ft   k,  and  are  glad   to  cheridi    any  rubs.     The 
fc  Scotch  faction  is  ftrong  and   bold,  and  have  friends  in 
*  this  flare.     The  Queen,  I   believe,  will    govern  very 
Sonde's        '  much,   and  is  full  of  defigns.     They  perfwade  her  to 
State  papers,  6,  go  with  the  King  into  Ireland  (/).' — : — But   all  thefe 
&c  p.  25c-  defigns  proved  abortive  :  for  the  parliament,  understand- 
ing  what  had   palled    in  Ireland^    appointed  lieutenant- 
general  Cr  unwell  commander  in  chief  of  that   kingdom. 
He  had  Ireton  placed  next  in  command  under  him,  and 
great  preparations  were  made  for  the  war.     In  the  mean 
time  the  fpirir,  conjured  up  by  Cromwell  in  the  Levellers, 
began  to  be  very  troublefome  to  the  ftate,  and  incom- 
modious to  its  affairs.     They  reproached  thofe  in  pow- 
er; they  refufed  obedience   to  the  general;   and  would 
not  go  into  Ireland.     Fairfax  and  Cromwell  fet  themfelves 
to  reduce  thofe  men,  and  they  did  it  fo  effectually,  that 
the  fervice  of  Ireland  was  no  farther  hindered.      Whilfc 
Cromwell  was  making  preparations  for  his  voyage,  lord 
O-.monde  befieged  Dublin  \   but  Jones  found  foon  an  op- 
portunity to  give  him  a   fpecimen  of  the  valour  of  the 
£?iglijh.     For,   with   a  very   few   forces,  comparatively,, 
he  fell  on  the  beiiegers,  killed  4000,  took  2,17  prifon- 
ers,  together  with   a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  ftores. 
Onmnde  foon   after  writ  to  Jones  for  a  lift  of  the  pri- 
foners  taken",  to  whom  Jones   laconically  replied,  *  My 
(u)  Borhfe's  '  lord,    iince  1    routed   your  army,  I  cannot  have  the 
Hiftory  or     i  happinefs  to  know  where  vou   are,  that  I  may  wait 

ble  iriih're-   c  UP(  n  you  iu)* Cromwell  arrived  at  Dublin  on  the 

bellion,  p.     15th    of  Augitjl,   1 64  9,  and    on   the  30th  of  the  fame 

J2**,  Foi;     month   took  the   field,  befieged  Drogheda^  took   it    by 

'  ftorm,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.     All  this  was 

done  in    the  fpace  of  nine   days,  *  and  a  body  of  near 

s  3000    men,    fa\  s  Borlafe,  were  totally  deftroyed  and 

*  maflacred,  with  which,  in  refpe<2;  of  experience  and 

.5  *  cou- 
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was  portioned   out  among  the  foldiers   and 

ad- 


*  courage  of  the  officers,  and   goodnefs  and   fidelity  of 
c  the  common  men,  the  marquis   would  have  been  glad 

4  to  have  found   himfelf  engaged  in  the  field    with   the  (*}  Borlafe's 
c  enemy,  though    upon   fome  di Advantages  (x).'     The  Klftory>  &c* 
{laughter   ufed  at   Drogbeda   has   been   looked  on  by  the 
generality   as  very  cruel    and    barbarous,  and    Crormuell 
has  been   reproached  greatly  on    that  account.     And   it  / 

mull  be  con  felled,  that  orders  iffued  for  putting  to  the 
fword,  and  giving  no  quarter,  found  very  /hocking  in 
the  ears  of  the  humane  and  benevolent.  And  it  were 
to  have  been  wifhed  that  fuch  orders  had  never  been 
given  or  executed  by  any  general  of  rank  and  character. 
Though,  if  ever  fuch  treatment  is  juftifiable,  it  is  in 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  where  the  known  difpofition  and  be- 
haviour of  the  fufferers  are  remarkably  barbarous,  in- 
human and  cruel.  Cromwell,  in  his  letter  to  the  fpeak- 
er,  dated  Dublin,  September  17,  1649,  owns  that  he 
forbade  to  fpare  any  that  were  in  arms  in  the  town,  and 
'  he  thinks,'  he  fays,  e  that  they  put  to  the  fword  a- 
c  bout  2000  men  the  firft  night  they  entered  ;  that  the 
'  next  day  one  of  the  towers  which  had  held  out  hav- 

*  ing  fubmitted,    their   officers    were   knocked    on   the 

*  head,  and  every  tenth  man  of  the  foldiers  killed,  and 
c  the  reft  fhipped  for  the  Barbadoes. — I  am  perfwaded,' 
adds  he,  4  that  this  is  a  righteous  judgment  of  God 
1  upon  thefe  barbarous  wretches,  who  have  imbrued 
1  their  hands  in  fo  much  innocent  blood,  and  that  it 
'  will  tend  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  for  the  fu- 
c  ture  ;  which  are  the  fatisfa&ory  grounds  to  fuch   ac- 

'  rions,    which,    otherwife,  cannot  but    work   remorfe  ^  Pa,l'a- 

*  and  regret  (y)J  This  is  faying  the  moft  for  the  jufti-  Hiftoryl  vol 
fication  of  the  facl.  The  name  of  Cromwell,  and  the  xix«  p«  *°4. 
execution  at  Droghnda,  had    fuch  an  effed  indeed,  that 

fuccefs  almofr.  conftantly  attended  him  ;  infomuch  that 
the  far  greater  part  of  Ireland  was  reduced  to  the  obe- 
dience of  the  commonwealth,  before  he  returned  to 
England^  which   was  in  May,    1650.— —After   this 

Q.  3  the 
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adventurers   of  the  Englijh  nation  :  witnefs 

the 


the  war  was  carried  on  by  Iretan,  whom  Cromwell  had 
conftitmed  his  deputy,  with  like  valour  and  fuccefs,  till, 
in  a  little  time,  the  great  armies  of  the  Catholics  were 
difperfed,  their  towns  taken,  their  leaders  forced  to 
fly,  and  the  whole  kingdom,  in  a  manner,  fubdued. 
Application  was  made  for  affiftance  from  abroad,  par- 
ticularly to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  promifed  great 
things  upon  conditions  very  high  ;  but  little  was  done 
by  him,  or  any  one  elfe  :  for  the  Englijh  arms  were 
every  where  terrible,  and  he  thought  himfelf  moft  out 
of  danger  who  kept  himfelf  moft  out  of  their  reach. 
In  a  word,  after  fome  time  the  lrijh  being  wholly  re^ 
duced,  their  lands  were  divided  among  the  foldiers  and  ad- 
venturers, the  murtherers  of  {he. Englijh  were  exempla- 
rily  punifhed,  and  peace  and  tranquillity  were  given  to 
a  land  ruined  by  the  villany  and  barbarity  of  its  inha- 
bitants. How  fully  Ireland  was  reduced  by  the  com- 
monwealth  and  Cromwell^   will  appear  from  the  follow* 

jng  extracts  from   Clurendon. c  When  the  fuccefs  of 

x  the  parliament  had  totally  fubdued  the  King's  arms, 

4  and    himfelf  was  fo  inhumanly  murdered,  neither  the 
'*  forces  in  I' eland,  under  the  King's  authority,  nor  the 

5  Irifb,  who  had  too  late  promifed  to  fubmit  to  it,  could 

*  make  any  long  refiftance ;  fo  that   Cromviell  quickly 

*  difperfed  them  by  his   own   expedition  thither:  and, 

*  by  licenfing  as  many  as  defjred  it  to  tranfport  as  ma- 

*  ny  from  thence,  for  the  fervice    of  the  two  crowns 

*  of  France  and   Spain,    as   they    would    contrail:    for, 

*  quickly  made  a  difappearance    of  any   army   in    that 

*  kingdom  to  oppofe  his  conquers.     And  after  the  de- 

*  feat  of  the  King  at  Worcejler,  he   feemed  to  all  men 

*  to  be  in  as  quiet  a  poffeffion  of  Ireland  as  of  England^ 

*  and  to  be  as  much  without  enemies  in  the  one  as  the 

*  other   kingdom. —Not  only   all    the  lrijh  nation 

4  (very  few  excepted)  were  found  guilty  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and   fo  to  have  forfeited  all   their   eftates  ;  but 

*  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde^  the  Lprd  Imhiquin,  and  all 

«  thp 
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the  Englijh  Catholics,  and  whofoever  had  ferved  the 
King,  were  declared  to  be  under  the  fame  guilt,  and 
the  lands  feized  upon  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate. — -, 
The  whole  kingdom  was  admeafured ;  the  accounts 
of  the  money  paid  by  the  adventurers  within  the 
time  limited,  and  what  was  due  to  the  army  for  their  pay, 
were  ftated  ;  and  fuch  proportions  of  acres  in  the  feverai 
provinces  were  affigned  to  the  adventurers  and  officers 
and  foldiers,  as  were  agreeable  to  the  a<ff.  of  parlia- 
ment, by   admeafufement. And   that  every  body 

might  with  the  more  fecurity  enjoy  that  which  was 
affigned  to  him,  they  had  found  a  way  to  have  the 
confent  of  many  to  their  own  undoing.  They  found 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  nation  (which  they  had 
intended)  to  be  in  itfelf  very  difficult,  and  to  carry  in 
it  fomewhat   of  horror,    that   made  fome  impreffion 

upon  the    ftone-hardnefs  of  their   own  hearts. >•*• 

They  therefore  found  this  expedient,  which  they 
called  an  aSt  of  grace.  There  was  a  large  tracf.  of 
land,  even  to  the  half  of  the  province  of  Conaught9 
that  was  feparated  from  the  reft  by  a  long  and  large 
river,  and  which,  by  the  plague  and  many  mafTacres, 
remained  almolt  defolate.  into  this  fpace  and  circuit 
of  land  they  required  all  the  Irijh  to  retire  by  fuch  a 
day  under  the  penalty  of  death  ;  and  all  who  mould 
after  that  time  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom, man,  woman,  or  child,  mould  be  killed  by 
any  body  that  met  them.  The  land  within  this  cir- 
cuit, the  moil  barren  in  the  kingdom,  was,  out  of 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  the  conquerors,  affigned  to 
thofe  of  the  nation,  who  were  enclcfed  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  might,  with  great  induftry,  preferve  their 
lives.  And  to  thofe  perfons,  from  whom  they  had 
taken  great  quantities  of  land  in  ether  provinces,  they 
affigned  the  greater  proportions  within  this  precinct; 
fo  that  it  fell  to  fome  men's  lot,  efpecially  when  they 
were  accommodated  with  houfes,  to  have  a  compe- 
tent livelihood,  though  never  to  the  fifth  part  of  what 
had  been  taken  from  them  in  a  much  better  province. 
And,  that  they  might  not  be  exalted  with  this  mer- 
ciful  donative,  it  was  a  condition   that  accompanied 

Q,  4  '  this 
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*  this  their  accommodation,  that  they  fhould  all  give  re- 
4  leafes  of  their  former  rights  and  titles  to  the  land 
'  that  was  taken  from  them,  in  confederation  of  what 
'  was  now  aligned  to  them?  and  fo  they  fhould  for 
i  ever   bar  themfdves  and    their  heirs   from  ever   laying 

*  claim  to  their  old  inheritance.- -And,  by  this  means, 

'  the  plantation   (as   they  called  it)   of  Conaught  was  fi- 

*  niihed,  and   all   the  Irijh  nation   inclofed  within  that 

*  circuit,  the  reft  of  Ireland  being  left  to  the  Englijb  ; 
'  fome  to  the  old  lords  and  jufr  proprietors3  who,  being 
c  all  protectants  (for  no  Roman  Catholic  was  admitted) 
c  had  either  never  offended  them,  or  had  ferved  them, 

*  or  had  made  ccmpofkion  for  their  delinquencies,  by 
c  the  benefit  of  fome  articles ;  and  fome  to  the  adven- 

*  turers  and  foldiers.     And    a  good  and  great  part  (as 

*  I  rt  member,  the  whole  province  of  Tipperary)  Crom- 
*•  wr-l  had  referved  to  bimfelf,  as  a  demefne  (as  he  cal- 

*  led  it)  for   the  Hate,  and  in  which  no  adventurer  or 

*  foldier  ibould  demand  his  lot  to  be  affigned,  and,   no 

*  doubt,  intended  both  the  (rate  and  it  for  the  making 
e  great  his  own  family.  It  cannot  be  imagined  in  how 
'  eafy  a   method,  and   with   what  peaceable   formality, 

*  this    whole  great  kingdom  was  taken   from  the  juft 

*  lords  and  proprietors,  and  divided  and  given  among 
thofe,  who  had  no  other  right  to  it,  but  that  they 
had  power  to  keep  it,  no  men  having  fo  great  fhares 
as  they  who  had  been  inftruments  to  murder  the  King, 
and  were  not  like,  willingly,  to  part  with  it  to  his 

*  fucceflbr.- -Ireland   was    the   great  capital,  out    of 

*  which  all  debts  were  paid,  all  fervices  rewarded,  and 

*  all  a£is   of  bounty  performed.     And,  which  is   more 

*  wonderful,  all  this  was  done  and  fettled,  within  little 
'  more  than  two  years,  to  that  degree  of  perfection, 
4  that  there  were  many  buildings  raifed  for  beauty  as. 

*  Well   as  ufe,  orderly  and  regular  plantations  of  trees, 

*  and  fences  and  enclofures  raifed  throughout  the  king- 
c  dom,  purchafes  made  by  one  from  the  other   at  very 

*  valuable  rates,  and  jointures  made  upon  marriages, 
€  and  ail  other  conveyances  and  fettlements  executed, 

*  as  in  a  kingdom  of  peace  within  itfelf,  and  where  no 

'  doubt 
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*  doubt  could    be   made   of  the    validity    of  titles  (z).'  (*)  Conti- 
The  reader  need  not   be  told  how  much  honour   this  clarendon's 
relation    does   to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  Life,  vol.ii. 
of  England,  by  whofe  wifdom   thefe  great  things  were  p-  114— 
thus  fettled    and  accomplished.     His   lordfhip  ftrongly  "  * 
indeed   infinuates  cruelty  in  thefe   proceedings :  but  his 

word  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  That  they  intended 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Irijh  nation  is  meer  calum- 
ny, as  appears  from  the  preamble  to  the  acl:  for  fet- 
tling Ireland,  in  which,  among  other  reafons  for  paf- 
fing  it,  one  is,  c  That  the  people  of  that  nation  might 
e  know  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  parliament  to 
c  extirpate  that  whole  nation,  but  that  mercy  and   par- 

*  don,  both    as  to  life  and   efhte,  may  be  extended  to 

c  all  hufbandmen,    plowmen,  labourers,    artificers,  and  (a)  ScobePs 
c  others  of  the  inferior  fort  [a).y     The  curious  reader  colle&ions, 
will  do  well  to  confult  the  a&.     I  will  not  dilate  on  his  Anno  l652' 
lordihip's  {tiling  Tipperary  a  province  ;  fuch  a  miftake  is 
pardonable  in  a  man  who  confefTes  himfelf  to  have  been 
ignorant  of  there  being  any  fuch  place  in  England  as  ,,v  c     . 

Sheer nefs  {b). However,  I  cannot  find  that  Cromwell  nuation,  vol. 

referved  it  as  a  demefne  for  the  ftate  or  his  own  family.  »«•  P-  752. 

— 1    will    only    add,  that  Lord   Mole/worth  gives   it 

as  his  opinion,  th; 
the  enemies  lands  to 
'  that  kingdom's   being   a  proteffant   kingdom  at  this  man's  Fran- 

*  day,  and  its  continuing  fubjecl  to  the  crown  of  Eng-  c°  Gallla> 

*  land{c):  3^        p 

Lieutenant-general  Ludlow  had  a  great  fhare  in   all 

thefe  tranfac~tions.< The   fpirit  with  which  he   acted 

will  appear  from  the  following  anfwer  given  to  a  letter 
of  the  Marquis  of  Clanrickarde,  defiring  a  conference 
with  him  for  the  fettling  the  repofe  of  the  nation,  and 
a  fafe  conduit  for  commiflioners  to  treat  with  him  for 
that  purpofe. 


lat    to    Cromwell's    diftributing    of .  *  p    . 
)  the  fo'diers   in  Ireland,  'we  owe  ioHo\io~e 


My 
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the   a&ions   of   Cromwell  (ll)  in   Scotland* 

which* 

My  Lord, 

|N   anfwer  to  yours  of  the  24th  of  March,  by  which 
/    ■*  you  propofe  a  treaty  for  the  fettlement  of  this  coun- 
try, and  defire  a   fafe  cpnducl  for  the  comrniffioners  you 
fhall  judge  fit  to  employ  in  the  management  of  that  af- 
fair,   I  think  fit,    in   purfuance  of   the   advice  of  the 
commiffioners   of    the   parliament   of  England,    and   of 
many  officers  of  the  Englljh  army,  to  advertife  you,  as 
hath  been  already  anfwered  to  thofe  who  have  fent  pro- 
portions  of  the  like  nature,  that  the  fettlement  of  this 
nation  doth   of  right  belong  to  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England,  to  whom  we  are  obliged  iai 
duty  to  leave  it,  being  allured  that  they  will  not  capi- 
tulate with  thofe  who  ought  to  fubmit  to  them,  and  yet 
oppofe  themfelves  to  their    authority,    and  upon    vain 
and  frivolous  hopes   have  refufed  fuch  offers  of  favour 
as  they  would   gladly   accept  at  prefent  :  fo  that  I  fear 
they  will  be   conftrained  to  proceed  againft  them  with 
the  higheft  feverity,  which   that  you  may   prevent  by 
your  timely  fubmiflion,  is  the  defire  of. 
My  Lord, 
(i)  Mlow,  Your  humble  fervant, 

vohi.  p.  Edmund  Ludlow  (d). 

39S. 

This  reduction  of  Ireland,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  when 
the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  were  in  fo  low  a 
ftate  there,  does,  undoubtedly,  great  honour  to  Crom- 
well, as  well  as  the  other  commanders  in  chief  after 
him.  His  actions  here  have  always  jultly  made  one  part 
of  his  panegyric.  We  fhall  foon  fee  that  he  did  not 
difgrace  them  by  any  after  military  ill  behaviour. 

(ll)  Cromwell's  actions  in  Scotland,  and  the  vitlcry 
of  Wercefter.]  'Tis  well  known,  that  the  Scots  were 
extremely  ill  ufed  by  Charles  the  firft  ;  that  they  oppofed 
his  meafures  ;  marched  an  army  into  England ;  joined 
with  the  parliament,    and  helped  to  reduce  him  to  a 

Hat© 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  235 

which,  with  the  vidtory  at  Worcefter,  fo  to- 
tally 

flate  of  captivity.— — -Tney  £°PPe^  fiiort,  however, 
here,  and  very  violently  oppofed  his  trial  and  condem- 
nation, looking  on  him  as  their  King,  and  the  judges 
as  murtherers. Thus  matters  flood  when.the  com- 
monwealth was  erected  in  England.  Soon  after  appli- 
cation was  made  to  Charles  II.  by  commiffioners  from 
the  Scotiijh  nation,  in  order  to  his  entrance  into  that  ' 
kingdom,  and  mounting  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 
Many  of  the  young  King's  counfellors  were  againft 
this,  looking  on  the  Scots  as  a  rebellious  nation  who 
had  been  the  original  caufe  of  the  late  King's  misfor- 
tunes. And  very  probable  it  is,  that  had  not  Lord 
Ormonde,  and  the  catholic  confederates  in  Ireland,  been 
defeated  by  "Jones  and  Cromwell,  he  would  not  have  had 
a  thought  of  going  thither.  Lord  Byron,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  dated  Hague,  April  12,  1649, 
N.  S.  writes  as  follows  :  c  Commiffioners  are  come  out 

*  of  Scotland,  confifting   of  one  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Caf* 

*  fels)  two  burgefTes,  and  four  divines,  to  treat  with 
c  his  Majefty  concerning  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom, 

*  or  rather  to  impofe  unfufferable  conditions  upon  him, 
s  To  give  the  better  afTurance  of  their  good  intentions 
f  to  his  fervice,  immediately  before  their  coming  out 
c  of  Scotland,  the  Marquis  of  Huntley  was  put  to  death 

*  for  no  other  crime  but  his  loyalty  to  the  King.  Their 
'  proportions  are  as   infolent  as   can  be  imagined  ;  for 

*  they  require  that  all  malignants  and  evil  counfellors 
c  (and  particularly  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe)  fhould  be 

*  banifhed  the  court;  that  his  Majefty  mould  take  both 
c  the  national  covenant  and  the  holy  league  and   cove- 

*  nant    (as  they   term  it)  and  eftablifh    a  prefbyteriarj 

*  government   in  all  his   kingdoms.     But  the  King  be- 

*  ing  now  unfortunately  in  a  presbyterian  country, 
f  cannot   refent  thefe    indignities    fo  as    otherwife    he 

*  would.     Howfoever,    his    intention  is,    not  to  enter 

*  into  any  particular  debate   of  thefe  proportions,  but 

*  to  remit  the  commuTioners  till  his  coming  into  Ire- 

*  lands 
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tally  broke    the   power  of  Scotland,  that  \\ 


was 


c  land,  the  matters   propounded  by  them  concerning  his 

sonde's        '  ot'ier  kingdoms  as   well    as  Scotland  (*).' Sir  Ed- 

State  pa-  ward  Nicholas,  in  a  letter  to  the  fame  nobleman,  dated 
Vtr^ ^-  u  Jerfey,  October  13-233  1649,  fays,  'There  are  Scots 
p" "  '  commiffioners  coming  hither;    but  their   proportions 

''areas  unreafonable   as  the  former  fent  into  Holland. 

*  They  have   now   a  ftrong    faction  about  the    King  : 

*  and  the  Lord  Jermyn  (who  is  efteemed  the  head  of 
'  the  Scots  presbyterian  faction)  hath,  its  fald,  gained 
'  many  that  are  now  aboutg  his  Majefty  to  his  party, 
<  and,  fome  fay,  will  come  hither  to  affift  with  all  his 
'  intereft  and  power  the  advancement  of  the  Kind's  de- 
c  figns.  The  truth  is,  Sir  Edward  Hyde  beincr  fo  un- 
'  necefTarily  and  unskilfully  employed  in  Spain,  hath 
c  given  an   infinite  advantage  to  the  facts  presbyterians  ; 

If)  Id.  p.    *  for  he  was  expert  in  all   their  jigs  and  artifices  (/*).' 

3az-  What    the  good   fecretary    would    have    had    the 

young  King  do  is  hard   to  fay.     There  was  no  place 

for  him  in   England  or  Ireland where  then    could 

he  go  but  into  Scotland?  How  expert  foever  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hyde  might  be  in  the  Scots  jigs  and  artifices,  it 
would  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  have  hindered 
the  King's  refolving  to  agree  with  the  commiffioners 
of  that  kingdom,  though,  'tis  very  certain,  his  in- 
clination was  not  much  that  way.  For  he  had  no 
love  for  the  Sects  league  and  covenant ;  he  relifhed  not 
the  manners  and  behaviour  of  the  ruling  part  of  that 
nation  ;  nor  could  he  well  put  on  the  ftiff  and  formal 
air  which  was  almoft  eflentially  necelTary  to  gain  their 
favour.  But  neceffiry  has  no  law  :  the  King  leaving 
Breda  took  (hip  in  Holland-,  landed  in  Scotland;  and, 
having  taken  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and 
flgned  a  declaration,  wherein  he  renounced  the  fins  of 
bis  father's  houfe,  and  of  his  own,  and  the  idolatry  of 
his  mother,  was  folemnly  crowned  there.  This  filled 
the  royalifts  with  hopes,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
Lord  Ormonde  to   Sir  Edy;ard  Nicbdas^  dated  Louvre, 

Ft* 
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was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  fupport  its 


own 


February  12,    1  6$o.  c  Though  it  be  very  true,    that  his 

*  Majefty's  condition  muft  be  to  himfeif  moft  irkfome, 

*  and  to  his  fervants,  that  have  endeavoured  to  ferve  his 

*  happy  father  and  himfeif  in  their  own  method,  moft 
c  uncomfortable,  yet,  by  what  Mr.  Seymour  relates,  and 
'  which  feems  confirmed  by  the  London  prints,  it  may 
c  be  truly  faid  to  be  in  fome  degree  amended  by  his  co~ 
'  ronation,  and  the  conjunction  of  that  people,  which, 
c  as  it  gives  fome  foreign  reputation  to  his  bufinefs,  (o 
c  it  promifes  more  of  refiftance  againft  the  rebels,  than 
c  when  they  were  divided  ;  and,  confequently,  may 
c  more  probably  afford  an  opportunity  to  others  of  bet- 
6  ter   inclinations  to  {how  themfelves ;    and   the   fame 

*  God,  who,  contrary  to,  and  beyond  the  original  in- 
€  tention  of  the  Engiijh  rebels,  hath  permitted  them  to 
1  perpetrate  fo  unexampled  villanies  againft  the  royal 
6  family    and    freedom    of  England,  may,  contrary   to, 

*  and  beyond  the  purpofe  of  the  Scots  (who  gave  the 
c  rife  to   the  perpetration)   make   them  inftrumentai  in 

c  the  reitoration,  I  hope  he  purpofes,  to  the  King's  juft  (s)  0l; 
c  power,  and  his  people's  free  claim  (g).'     But  his  lord-  gtat-e    * 
{hip's  hopes  were  ill  founded.     The  Scots  were  zealous  per?,  vol.  i« 
indeed  to   ferve  their  covenanted  King,  and  they  hated  P-  4°5* 
heartily   the  Englifk  government  and  army,  whom  they 
were  taught  by  their  clergy  to  look  on  and  call  Jeclaries% 
a  name,    in    the  ears   of  the  priefts    and  prieft-ridden, 
moft  odious  and  abominable.     Great  preparations  were 
every  where  made  to   raife   an  army,  which  might  de- 
ftroy  thefe  men,  and  reftore  his  Majefly  to  the  Engiijh 
throne.     But  the   thing   was    not  fo  eafily  effected  as 
planned.     Thofe   who   fat  at  the  helm  of  affairs  were 
upon    their   guard.     On   the    12th   of  June,   1650,  the 
parliament  voted,    that   the    lord-general    Fairfax^  and 
lieutenant-general  Cromwell,   mould  both  be  command- 
ed  to  go   upon   the  northern   expedition  :  and  that  the 
council  of  ftate  (which  had    been  conftituted  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  new  government,  and  confifted  of  fome 

of 
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own  independency,  much  lefs  place  the  (on 

of 


of  the  fnoft  able  men  in  it)  do  acquaint  them  with  it$ 
and  take  care  for  their  fpeedy  march  towards  Scot- 
land, For  they  thought  it  heft  to  be  before  hand 
with  the  Sects,  and  to  carry  the  war  into  that  country. 
'  Fairfax  being  advifed  with  herein,  feemed  at  firft  to 
c  like  well  of  it,  but  afterwards  being  hourly  perfwatl- 

*  ed  by  the  prefbyterian  minifters,  and    his   own    lady, 

*  who  was  a  great  patronefs  of  them,  he  declared  him- 

*  felf  unfatisfied   that  there  was  a  juft  ground  for   the 

*  parliament  of  England  to  fend  their  army  to  invade 
?  Scotland :  but  that  in  cafe  the  Scots  mould  invade  Eng- 
c  land,  then  he  was  forward  to  engage  againft  them  in 

*  defence  of  his  own  country.     The  council   of  ftate 

*  fbmewhat  troubled  at  his  excellency's  fcruples,  appoint- 

*  ed  Cromwell,  Lambert,  Harrijon,  St.  "John,  and  Whit- 

*  lock,  to  be  a  committee  to  confer  hereupon  with  him; 

*  and   to  endeavour  to   fatisfy  him  of  the  juflice  and 

*  lawfulnefs  of  this  undertaking.     Accordingly  this  com-* 

*  mittee  met  Lord  Fairfax,  and  being  (hut  up  together 

*  in  a  room  in  Whitehall,  they  went  nrft  to  prayer,  that 

*  God  would  direct  them  in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  Cromwell 

4  began.     Moft   of    the  committee  alfo  prayed,    after 

*  which  they  difcourfed  in  the  manner  related  at  large 
6  by  Mr.  Whitlock.1  From  his  account  it  appears  that 
Fairfax  grounded  his  yunwillingnefs  to  invade  Scotland^ 
on  the  foundation  of  the  two  nations  being  bound  in 
the  national  league  and  covenant ;  *  And  now  for  us, 
«  faid  he,  contrary  thereunto  and  without  fuflicient  caufe 
c  given  us  by  them,  to  enter  into  their  country  with  an 

*  army,  and    to  make  war    upon  them,  is  that  which 

*  I  cannot  fee  the  juflice  of,  nor  how  we  fhall  be  able 

*  to  juirify  the  lawfulnefs  of  it  to  God  or  man.'  Crcm* 
wcll  to  this   replied :  *  I  confefs,  my  lord,  that  if  they 

*  have  given  us  no  caufe  to  invade  them,  it  will  not  be 

*  juftifiable  in  us  to  do  it ;  and  to  make  war  upon  them 
<*  without  a  fuflicient  ground  for  it,  will  be  contrary  to 

5  that  which  in  confeience  we  ought  to  do,  and  difpleaf-. 

6  *  ing 
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of  the   late  King   on  the  throne    of  his  fa- 
thers 


*  ing  both  to  God  and  good  men.  But,  my  lord,  if 
c  they  have  invaded  us,  as  your  lordfhip  knows  they 
4  have  done,  fmce  the  national  covenant,  and  contrary 

*  to  it,  in  that  aclion  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  which 

*  was  by  order  and  authority  from  the  parliament  of  that 
6  kingdom,  and  fo  the  act  of  the  whole  nation  by  their 

*  reprefentatives  s  and  if  they,  now  give  us  too  much 
'  caufe  of  fufpicion   that  they  intend   another  invafion 

*  upon  us,  joining  with    their  King,  with  whom  they 

*  have  made  a  full  agreement,  without  the  aflent  or  pri- 
*•  vity  of  this  commonwealth,  and  are  very  bufy  at  this 

*  prefent  in  raifing  forces  and  money  to  carry  on  their 

*  defign  :  if  thefe  things  are  not  a  fufficient  ground  and 

*  caufe  for  us  to  endeavour  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 

*  our  own  country,  and  to  prevent  the  miferies  which 
6  an  invafion  of  the  Scots  would  bring  upon  us,  I  hum- 
c   bly  fubmit    it  to  your  excellencies  judgment.     That 

*  they  have  formerly  invaded  us,,  and  brought  a  war  into 

*  the  bowels  of  our  country,  is  known  to  all,  wherein 

*  God  was  pleafed  to  blefs  us  with  fuccefs  againft  them  5 

*  and  that  they  now  intend   a  new  invafion  upon  us,  I 

*  do  as  really  believe,  and  have  as  good  intelligence  of? 

*  as  we  can  of  any  thing  not  yet  acted.  Therefore  I 
c  fay,  my  lord,  that,  upon   thefe  grounds,  I  think  we 

*  have  a  moft  jaft  caufe  to  begin,  or  rather  to  return 
'  and  requite  their  hoftility  firft  begun  upon  us  ;  and 
'  thereby  to  free  our  country  (if  God  (hall  be  pleafed  to 

*  afTift  us,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will)  from  the  great 
4  mifery  and  calamity  of  having  an  army  of  Scots  within 

*  our  country.  That  there  will  be  a  war  between  us,  I 
c  fear  is  unavoidable.  Your  excellency  will  foon  deter- 
4  mine  whether   it  be  better   to  have   this  war  in   the 

*  bowels   of  another  country  or  our  own  ;  and  that  it 

*  will  be  in  one  of  them,  I  think  it  is  without  fcruple.' — 
This  feems  all  very  forcible,  but  it  had  no  eftecT:  on 
Fairfax,  who  having  before  taken  his  refolution,  as  it 
ihould    fcem,  contented  himfelf  with  faying  to  this -anti 

the 
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thers,    which  the   Scots   had  fondly  hoped 

for. 

the  like  kind  of  argument   urged  by  Whidoch,  St.  John, 
and  Harrijon,  '  That  human   probabilities  are  not  fuf- 
(.*  M  *  ficient  grounds  to  make  war  upon  a  neighbour  nation, 

rials,  p.  c  especially  our  brethren  of  Scotland,  to  whom  we  are 
46c — 462.  '  engaged  in  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  (h).9  One 
muft  have  had  a  Strange  understanding,  or  been  under  a 
very  Strange  influence  to  have  talked  after  this  rate  ! 
But  To  it  was,  Fairfax  chofe  rather  to  refign  his  com- 
miffion  than  go  againft  the  Scots,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
intended  vifit  into  his  own  country.  Cromwell  urged 
him  to  continue  it  with  great  vehemence,  but  in  vain, 
and  being  fure  that  he, was  immoveably  fixed  in  his  de- 
termination, prefled  him,  and  the  parliament  to  conti- 
nue him,  with  all  that  dexterity  and  diffirnulation  I  have 
elfe-where  mentioned. — Cromwell  now,  by  an  ordinance 
of  parliament,  Succeeded  Fairfax  in  the  fupreme  com- 
mand, and  the  parliament  published  a  declaration  upon 
the  marching  of  their  army  into  Scotland.  In  this  de- 
claration they  take  notice  of  the  averfenefs  to  amity 
and  friendship  to  the  commonwealth  manifefled  by  the 
Scots,  and  their  hoftile  difpofition,  notwithstanding  the 
fignal  hand  of  God  againii  them  upon  their  late  inva- 
sion. After  this  they  mention  their  transactions  in  1648, 
and  the  kindnefles  which  they  had  received  from  the 
Englijl)  army  when  in  Scotland,  '  yet  now,'  continues  the 
parliament,  4  laying  afide  all  confideration  of  former  kind- 

*  nefles,  and  of  their  expreffions   and   engagements  of 

*  juStice  and  treaties,  the  common  bonds  of  human  fo- 

*  ciety,  they   endeavour  to  exercife  their  power  for  the 

*  destruction  of  thofe  by  whofe  means  they  did  receive  it; 
'  they  again  infift  upon  the  Same  pretenfions  to  matters 

*  of  our  government,  and  take  upon  them  to  determime 
6  what  is  fundamental  here  ;  and  direct:  and  threaten  us, 

-  *  if  we  change  not  what   is  now  eSlabliShed,  and  form 

c  it  to  their  mind,  or  accommodate  it  to  their  intereft. — 

4  Their  defign  and  reSolution  again  to  invade  England, 

*  will  be  the  more  evident,  if  we  remember,    1.  That 

6  upon 
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for.     Indeed  after  this  laft  defeat,  Scotland 

was 


upon  occafion  of  demanding  only  a  treaty  for  fatif- 
faclion  for  their  former  invafion,  they  d6,  in  exprefs 
terms,  declare  themfelves  enemies  to  the  government 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  all  that  adhere  thereto, 
and  lay  foundations  of  fedition,  and  new  infurrec~Hons 
amongft  ourfelves.  2.  In  purfuance  of  thefe  grounds, 
they  who  cannot  claim  to  themfelves  the  leaft  colour 
of  authority  or  dominion  over  us,  yet  have  taken  uport 
them,  in  Scot/and,  to  proclaim  Charles  Stuart  to  be 
King  of  England  and  Ireland  \  and  in  their  treaty  fince 
with  him,  have  prornifed  him  their  affiftance  againft 
this  nation.  3*  Before  the  late  invafion  from  Scotland, 
the  parliament  of  England,  upon  forefight  of  their 
difpofition  to  what  followed,  and  feeing  their  prepa- 
ration, and  the  party  they  had  feduced  in  order  there- 
unto, believing  what  the  event  was  like  to  be,  fent 
thither  commiflioners  to  treat  for  preventing  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  ;  but  the  treaty  was  refufed,  and  an- 
fwered  only  with  the  immediate  march  of  their  army 
into  England.  Having  therefore  again  refufed  the 
amicable  offer  of  a  treaty  for  peace,  we  have  reafon 
to  expect  another  invafion.  4.  They  have  equally 
declared  againft  us  as  fectaries,  as  they  have  againft 
thofe  of  Montrofe's  party,  putting  us  into   the  fame 

rank    with     malignants    and     papifts. Their 

defign  and  purpofe  being  thus  evident,  a  necefHty 
is  upon  us  to  ufe  our  bell:  endeavours,  with  God's 
afliftance,  to  prevent  them,  and  not  leave  them  to  in- 
vade us  at  their  chofen  opportunity,  and  our  greater!  dif- 
advantage,  when  they  fhall  have  compleared  their  de- 
fign with  foreign  fhtes  for  their  aid,  and  with  their 
faction  and  party  in  this  nation  for  correfpondence  and 
concurrence  in  their  attempts  upon  us;  and  that  we 
may  not  be  at  the  infupportable  charge  of  keeping  fe- 
veral  armies  in  our  own  bowels,  and  fubjedt  ourfelves 
to  the  contributions,  plunderings,  and  barbarous  ufage 
of  a  Scots  army,  if  we  fufFer  them  again  to  enter -, 

R  «  or 
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was  by  the  arms   of  the  Englijh  common- 
wealth 


6  or  of  keeping  one  formed  army  conftantly  upon  the 
'  borders,  for  preventing  or  refifting  thofe  attempts  up- 
6  on  us,  which  they  are  waiting  an  opportunity  at  their 

*  beft  advantage  to  make.  A  burthen  from  which  we 
s  ought  to  apply  our  beft  endeavours  to  free  the  people, 
4  who  have  fuffered  (o  deeply  already  by  their  means ; 
s  which  hath  been  part  of  their  defign,  hereby  to  bring 

*  the  people  to  a  difcontent  with  the  government  from 
6  the  fenfe  of  charge,  without  confidering  the  caufe  of 
*■  the  continuance  thereof,  that  fo  they  may  be  fitted  to 

n  pi-.'  receive  their  impreflions,    and  carry  on  their  faclion 
mentary       s  among  us,  and  keep  it  ready  for  them  to  make  ufe  of 

Hiftory,vol.  <  when  they  fhali  fee  caufe  (/).' On  the  29th  of  June? 

xix.  p.^76  Cromwell  fet  forward  from  London  towards  the  norths 
and  by  the  approbation  of  the  parliament,  a  declaration 
of  the  army  of  England^  upon  their  march  into  Scotia md9 
was  printed.  The  title  of  it,  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted,  runs  thus  :  To  all  that  are  faints,  and  partakers 
of  the  faith  of  God's  elefi,  in  Scotland  *.  There  is  a 
cant  here  and  there  interfperfed,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  far 
from  a  contemptible  performance.  In  it  is  given  their 
reafons  for  bringing  the  late  King  to  juftice,  and  ex- 
cluding his  family  from  the  throne  \  as  alio  for  abolishing 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  erecting  a  commonwealth.  Af- 
ter which,  the  breach  of  the  covenant  ->  the  rejection  of 


-283. 


*  It  is  not  improbable  this  declaration  of  the  army  of  England,  upon 
their  march  into  Scotland,  was  intended  to  obviate  the  prejudices  excited 
againft  them  in  ■'  The  declaration  of  major-general  Mafiey  and  80  other 

*  Englifh  officers  and  commanders  ingaged  with  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
6   in  behalf  of  their  prefbyterian  brethren,  in  England,  Ireland,  and  the 

*  principal itie  of  Wales.  Declaring  the  grounds  and  reafons  moving  them 
8  to  take  up  arms  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland;  admonifhing  all  confcien- 
4  tious   preibyterians  not  to  apcftatize  from  their  firft  principles,  nor  ad« 

*  here,  engage,  or  take  up  arms  with  the  rebels  at  Weftminfter.  Da- 
s  ted  at  Orkney  ifland,  March  29,  165  o.'  In  quarto,  without  printer's 
name,  or  place.  The  title  of  this  piece  alone  might  fatisfy  us  of  the 
fpirit  with  which  it  is  written;  which  indeed  is  fharp,  irritating,  and 
abufive,  and  full  of  the  blackeft  characters  of  the  army  and  the  parlia- 
ment. 

pref» 
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wealth   almoft   wholly  fubdued,    and  thofe 

who 


prefbyterian  government  ;  and  the  herefies  and  blafphe- 
mies  charged  on  them  by  fome  flatifts,  as  they  ftyle 
them,  are  refuted  :  and  the  King  and  his  adherents  are 
reprefented  as  influenced  by  popifh  counfels.  They  then 
add,  c  Is  there  not  now  juft  caufe  for  all  good  men  with 
1  you  to  fear  that  one  fo  bred,  To  engaged  and  intereft- 

*  edj  and  meerly  in  fuch  a  way  coming  in  to  you,  doth 

*  but  watch  his  opportunity  (to  fpeak  nothing  of  the 
'  weight  of  blood  of  the  faints  under  the  altar,  crying 
6  ftill  for  vengeance  upon  him  and  that  family)  till  by 
e  his  influence  upon  your  army,  which  you  know  how 
'  compofed,  he  may  gain  his  ends  upon  you;  and  how 
6  likewife  the  generality  of  the  people  of  Scotland  are  af- 

*  fecled,  is  not  unworthy  of  your  raoft  ferious  confide-  (k)  Parlia- 

4  ration,  nor  of  a  friendly  intimation   from  us  (i)' mentary 

Cromwell  alfo,  at  his  arrival  in  Berwick,  publiihed  ano-  ^k,°P\1°a* 
ther  declaration  to  the  people  of Scotland?  in   which  re- 
ferring to  the  grounds  of  the  army's  marching  thither 

as  fet  forth  by  the  parliament  in  their  declaration  above- 
mentioned,  he  takes  notice  of  the  unjuft  reproaches  and 
falfe  {landers  caft  on  the  army  under  his  command  5 
and  in  order  to  refute  them,  appeals  to  his  known  con- 
duc~t,  when  in  their  country  two  years  before,  towards  the 
people  in  general,  and  the  heft  affecled  in  particular. 
He  then  goes  on  to  affure  the  gentry  and  commonalty  of 
Scotland,  4  That  he  will  not  offer  the  leaft  violence  or 
'  injury  to  their  perfons,  goods  or  poffefiions,  they  be- 

*  ing  innocent  in  his  opinion,  and  invites  them  to  ftay 
'  and  abide  in  their  own  habitations,  where,  fays  he, 

*  they  may   and  (hall    enjoy  what  they  have  in  peace  ; 

*  and  not  to  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  miflead  by  the  craft 
6  and  fubtilty  of  any,  into  that  which  mufl:  needs  prove 

*  their  inevitable  lots  and  ruin,  and  a  great  hazard  to 

<  their  country  (/).'    _  (/JId.p.311, 

But  thefe  were  things  of  little  confequence  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  after  actions  of  Cromwell  and  his  army. 
For  they  made  it  appear  to  Scotland  and  the  world,  that 

R  2,  their 
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who  had  bid  defiance  to  their  own  princes* 

were 

their  difcipline  and  valour  were  unparalleled.  The 
country  people  were  treated  with  great  kindnefs  by  the 
general;  their  wants  fupplied  ;  and  fuch  as  in  the  lead 
injured  them,  very  feverely  punifhed.  On  the  22d  day 
of  'July,  1650,  Cromwell  entered  Scotland,  and  endea- 
voured by  a  variety  of  ways  to  bring  the  Scots  to  a  bat- 
tle. But  they,  though  there  were  fome  fmart  fkirmifhes, 
kept  themfelves  from  a  general  engagement,  and  thought 
by  that  means  to  occafion  the  Englijh,  as  the  winter 
approached,  to  return  through  want  of  provifions. 
They  probably  judged  rightly ;  and  had  they  kept 
their  refolution,  Cromwell  might  have  had  the  mortifi- 
cation of  finding  himfelf  unable  to  execute  his  defigns. 
j -But  prudence  or  fortune  failed  them,  Cromwell  be- 
gan to  find  himfelf  in  fuch  difficulties  that  he  thought  it 
proper  to  retreat  towards  Dunbar  j  the  Scots  followed  him 
ciofe,  with  an  army  greatly  fuperiour.  They  now 
thought  they  had  Cromwell  in  their  power,  and  they  were 
determined  not  to  let  him  efcape. — —What  condition 
the  Englijh  were  in,  what  the  hopes  of  the  Scots,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  high  enthufiafm  of  Cromwell,  will  belt 
appear  from  his  own  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker  Lent  hall, 
dated  Dunbar,  Sept,  4,  1650.  Speaking  of  his  retreat 
towards  Dunbar,  he  adds,  '  Their  [the  Scots]  whole 
4  army  was  in  march  after  us :  and  indeed  our  drawing 

*  back  in  this  manner,  with  the  addition  of  three  new 

*  regiments  added    to  them,  did    much  heighten   their 

*  confidence,  if  not  preemption  and  arrogancy.  The 
<  enemy  that  night  we  perceived  gathered  towards  the 
c  hills,  labouring  to  make  a  perfeci  interpofition  between 
4  us  and  Berwick  -9  and   having  in   this  pofture  a  great 

*  advantage,  through  his  better  knowledge  of  the  coura- 
6  try,  which  he  effected  by  fending  a  confiderable  party 

*  to  the  ftrait  pafs  at  Copper/path,  where  ten  men  to 
6  hinder  are  better  than  forty  to  make  their  way.  And 
6  truly  this  was  an  exigent  to  us,  whereby  the  enemy 

*  reproachtd  us  with  that  condition  the  parliament's  ar- 

6  my 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  245 

were  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign  (but  not  a 

griev- 

*  my  was  in  when  it  made  its  hard  conditions  with  the 
*■  King  in  Cornwall.     By  fome  reports  that  have  come 

*  to  us,  they  had  difpofed  of  us  and  of  their  bufinefs,  in 
4  fufficient  revenge  and  wrath  towards  our  perfons,  and 
'  had  fwallowed  up  the  poor  intereft  of  England,  believ- 
c  ing  that  their  army  and  their  Kins;  would  have  march- 

*  ed  to  London  without  any  interruption  \  it  being  told  us, 
f  we  know  not  how  truly,  by  a  prifoner  we  took  the 
*,  night  before  the  fight,  that  their  King  was  very  fud- 
6  denly  to  come  amongft  them,  with  thofe  Englijh  they 

*  allowed  to  be  about  him ;  but  in  what  they  were  thus 

*  lifted  up,  the  Lord  was  above  them.  The  enemy 
'  lying  in  the  pofture  before  mentioned,  having  thofe 

*  advantages,  we  lay  very  near  him,  being  fenfible  of 

*  our  difadvantages,  having  fome  weaknefs  of  flefh,  but 
'  yet  confolation  and  fupport  from  the  Lord  hlmfelf, 
c  to  our  poor  weak  faith,  wherein  I  believe  not  a  few 
c  amongft  us  fhared,  that  becaufe  of  their  numbers,  be- 

*  caufe  of  their  advantages,  becaufe  of  their  confidence, 
1  becaufe  of   our  weaknefs,    becaufe  of  our  ftrait,  we 

*  were  in  the  mount,  and  in  the  mount  the  Lord  would 

*  be  feen,  and  that  he  would  find  out  a.  way  of  delive- 

*  ranee  and  falvation   for  us;  and  indeed  we  had  our  (»»)  Parlla- 

*  confolations   and  our  hopes   (m).9      Nor  were   their S^5"^    i 

1  •  ^\         1  1  •    4  -    c  n  ■     1  n  11  •   1    Hlftory,  VOla 

hopes  vain.     On  the  third  of  September,  Cromwell,  with  xix.  p.  3 44. 
an  army  of  about  7500  foot,  and  3500  horfe.  attacked  the  See  Appen- 
Scotch  army,  confiding,  as  'twas  faid,  of  6oco  horfe,  and  dlx* 
16,000  foot  at  leaft,  and  in  lefs  than  an   hour  put  the 
whole   army   into  confufion,    totally  routed   them,  and 
had  the  chafe  and  execution  of  them  near  eight   miles. 
In   this  battle  the  Scots  had   3000    killed,   10000   made 
prifoners,    exclufive   of  officer4-,    all    their  baggage  and 
train  taken,  with  200  colours. This  victory,  fo  un- 
expected in  Scot/and  and  England,  filled  the  friends  of  the 
commonwealth   and    Cromwell  with  great  joy.     «  Our 

*  prayers  are  heard/  faid  Mr.  Sympfon  in  a  letter  to  the 
Lord   General,  dated  Sept.    io,  1650,    4  our  truft  on 

R  3  <  him 
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grievous)  yoke.     For  'tis  well   known  that 

the 


*  him  anfwered,  his  promife  accomplished  to  judge  our 

*  caufein  the  day  of  battle,  when  he  might  have  judged 

*  our  perfons  according   to  our  fins. -Our  enemies 

€  here   (the  morning   of   that  day  before  thefe  tidings 
c  came)  run  up  and  down  to  their  friends  with  news, 

*  that  you  were  coming  back  with  fhame ;  they  infulted 

*  in  their  (hops  and  ftreet,  becaufe  that  was  now  come 

*  to  pafs  they  always  looked  for,  &c.     But  whilfl  their 

*  hearts  were  thus  merry  in  them,  their  faces  grew  pale, 
(»)  Milton  s  c  t|iejr  countenances  caft  down,  becaufe   the  fword  of 

pers,  by       '  the  Lord  and  of  his  fervantshad  prevailed  («).' 

NickoJls,      Oliver  St.  'John  alfo,  writing  on  the  fame  occafion  to  the 
f'  %z*  genera!,  obferves,  c  That  God  had  determined  the  dif- 

*  pute  between  England  and  Scotland,  in  fuch  a  manner 
c  as  all  may  fee  and  acknowledge  that  he  hath  done  it ; 

*  and  therefore  you  could  not  fight   when  and  as  you 

*  defired  ;  but  then  when  your  forces  were  lefTened  in 
c  number,  and  the  remainder  weakned    by  ficknefs  and 

*  wants,  and  thereby  much  difpirited;  and  when  the 
6  enemy  thence  and  by  their  recruits,  became  confi- 
6  dent,  relying  upon  and  boafting  in  the  arm  of  flefh. 
x  This   feafon  did  the  Lord  chufe  to  give  his  judgment 

*  in,  and  fignal  was  it,  for  fithence  thefe  wars,  never  was 
(o)  U.  p.  f  there,  as  I  remember,  fo  great  a  viclory  obtained 
3->*             *  with  fo  little  lofs  of  ours  (©).'     Such  a  viclory,  indeed, 

in  fuch  circumilances,  may  excufe  a  little  enthufiafm, 
in  minds  lefs  difpofed  to  it  than  Cromwell  and  his  friends ! 
No  doubt  this  appearance  of  providence,  and  thefe  con- 
gratulations received,  niuft  have  been  highly  p^eafmg  to 
the  lord  general.  The  parliament,  fenfible  of  Crom- 
*well\  merit  in  this  affair,  on  receiving  the  account,  paid 
him  all  the  refpecl  the  moft  ambitious  man,  one  would 
think,  could  wiih  for.  They  ordered  c  men,  money, 
provifions,  medicaments,  phyficians,  apothecaries,  and 
va11  other  necefTaries  for  the  army  in  Scotland  \  they  fet 
9part  a  day  of  thankfgiving ;  appointed  that  the  colours 
%hm  brought  up?  together  with  thofe  taken  from  the 

Scots 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  247 

the  government  there  was  far  enough  from 

being 

Scats  at  Prejlon,  to  be  fet  up  in  Weftminfter-hall ;  re- 
folved  that  a  letter  (hould  be  written  to  the  lord  gene- 
ral from  the  parliament,  taking  notice  of  his  eminent 
fervices,  with  the  fpecial  acknowledgment  and  thanks  of 
the  houfe ;  and  moreover  referred  it  to  the  committee  of 
the  army,  to  confider  what  medals  may  be  prepared 
both  for  officers  and  foldiers  that  were  in  this  fervice  in 
Scotland,  and  fet  the  proportions  and  values  of  them,  ' 
and  their  number,  and  prefent  an  eftimate  of  them  to  sen.  10™' 
the  houfe  (/>').'  Nor  were  thefe  empty  complements :  165c, 
the  parliament  were  fully  pleafed  with  Cromwell,  and 
defirous  of  gratifying  him  as  much  as  might  be.  '  I 
c  never  knew,'  fays  Sir  H.  Fane  in  a  letter  to  the  lord 
general,  the  day  on  which  the  above  refolutions  were 
taken,  c  any  thing  take  a  deeper  or  more  kindly  im- 
6  preffion  on  the  parliament,  who  in  general  have  good 
€  aymes,  and  are  capable   of  improvement   upon  fuch 

*  wonderful  deliverances  as  thefe  vouchfafed  to  them, 
<  Never  were  your  friends  to  whom  you  directed 

*  your  letter  more  enlarged  in  heart  with  thankfulnefs  ......     , 

c  to  Cod,  and   in    love  to  you  and   your   army,  than  i^te  Pa°n  s 
€  from  the  (enfe  of  this  late  inexpreflible  deliverance  (q).'  pers,  by 

Whether  the  officers  and  foldiers  had  the  medals  given  Nickolls, 
them,  propofed  in  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  juft  men-  p'  9* 
tioned,  I  know  not.  Certain  'tis,  a  very  excellent  me- 
dal was  (truck  en  the  victory  at  Dunbar,  on  which  is 
Cromwell's  head  in  fine  relief,  and  round  it,  The  word  at 
Dunbar  the  Lord  of  Hefts,  Sept.  3,  1650.  On  thereverfeis 
a  reprefentation  of  the  parliament  cf  the  commonwealth  of 
England.  This  was  the  work  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Sy- 
mons,  who  had  the  patronage  of  Cromwell ;  and  was  re- 
commended to  the  committee  of  the  army,  by  him, 
for  that  purpofe,  in  a  letter  which  will  be  found  in  the 

Appendix. But  to   return. — After   the  battle   of 

Dunbar,  all  things  gave  way  to  the  valour  of  the  Englijh 
general  ;  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  many  other  places  fur- 
rendered   to  him  1    and    on  the   24th   of  Dec.  it  was 

R  4  agreed, 
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being  burthenfome  to  the  generality,  though 

it 


agreed,  that  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  after  a (hort,  but 
bri(k  iiege,  mould  be  delivered  up  to  him,  with  all  the 
ordinance,  arms,  magazines,  and  furniture  of  war 
thereunto   belonging. — — -c  It  may  feem  firange   and  al- 

*  moft  incredible,  fays  a  writer  of  that  time,  that  fuch  a 
c  {bong  and  impregnable  hold  as  was  that,  fhould  be  fo 

*  eafily  won,  the  like  whereof  is  not  in  that  nation ; 
5  wherefore   it   was   the   common   vogue  of  that  time, 

* .  j> .  *  and    by  many  credibly  believed,  that  it  was  affaulted 

iiia  Trium-    6  with  filver  engines  (/).'     It  does  not  however  appear 
phalis,  p.       that  Cromivell  was   wont  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  againft 

67 .  i:mo.     his  foes. The  Scots,    in  the  mean   while,  were  not 

intimidated   by  their  loiles  :  full  of  zeal   for  their  King, 
and  hatred  of  the  feclaries,  who  were  now  their  con- 
querors, they  again   railed    a   very   confiderable  army, 
and  hoped  without  doubt  to  be  fully  avenged  on  them. 
For  they  had  friends  and  well  wiihers  in  England,  efpe- 
cially  the  prefbyterians,  who  were  plotting  how  to  ad- 
vance the  young   King  to  the  thrones   of  his  fathers. 
But  all  was   ineffectual.     The  plots    in  England  were 
difcovered,  and    forne   loft  their  lives  on  that  account ; 
the  Scots  army  cared  not  to  face  Cromwell,  but  chofe 
what  appeared   to  them,  the   fafer  game,  viz.  to  give 
him  the  flip.,  and  march  before  him  into  England^  where 
they  counted  they  fhould   meet  with  aid  and  afliitance. 
This  they  put  in  execution.     Charles  II.  at  the  head  of 
;a  good  army  and  gallant  officers,  attended  by  many  of 
the  chief  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland,  fet  forward  the 
neareft  way  for  England.     In  Lancojhire  he  was  joined 
by  the  Earl  of  Derby  with  others,  and  after  in  vain  fum- 
rnoning  Sbrewjberry,  he  arrived  at  Worcefter,  where  he 
determined   to  abide  the  coming  of  Cromwell,  who  was 
in    full  march  after   him.     A   few  days    brought    him 
within  view  indeed  5  and  on  the  third  of  Sept.  1 651,  he 
without  ceremony,  gave  orders  to  his  troops  to  attack 
the  enemy,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrow.     '  This, 
$  fays  Cromwell?  hath  been  a  very  glorious  mercy,  and 

*  as 
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It  could   not   be   acceptable   to   thofe  from 


whom 


c  as  ftifF  a  conteft  for  four  or  five  hours,  as  ever  I  have  (0  See  his 
c  feen   (s).'     So   that    Clarendon,  out   of  fpight   to  the  Htlt^  to, 
&-0fj,-  has   grofly  mifreprefented  their  behaviour  in  this  in  thePar-* 
battle,  by  faying,  'That  except  on  the  part  where  Mid-  liamentary 

*  dleton  was,  who  was  quickly  overpowered,  there  was  Hlftory>vol. 
4  no  refiftance  made  -,  but  fuch  a  general  confternatiori  An/'wMt-] 
'  poffefTed  the  whole  army,  that  the  reft  of  the  horfe  lock,  p. 

4  fled,  and   all   the  foot  threw  down  their  arms  before  5°">  5oS*  m 
'  they    were  charged   (/).'      What    credit  can  fuch   api4c°|,VI' 
prejudiced    writer    deferve  ?      Mr.  Hume,  however,  has 
fervilely  copied  this  falfe  and  ungenerous  account  of  the  (*)  **lftonr 
behaviour  of    his  countrymen  (a).     In   this  battle  the  Britain  vol. 
King   loft   3000  men,  beiides  about  12000  made  prifo-  ii*^.  29. 
ners,  amongft  whom    were  many  of  the  chief  quality. 
Thus  an  end  for  the  prefent  was  put  to  the  hopes  of  the 
Scots  King  and  his  party  ;  who  from  this  time  was  forced 
to  wander  abroad  (where   he  would  have  wandered,  had 
he  had  no  affiftance  but  from  the  cavaliers,  for  ever) 
till  the  red  oration  in  1660 After  this  Scotland  yield- 
ed to  the  Englijh^  and  prefumed  no  more  to  enter  the 
lifts,  for  power  and  dominion.     Indeed  me  was  wholly 
fubdued.     How  high  a  fenfe  the  parliament  had  of  Crom- 
well's fervices,  will  appear  from  the  inftruclions  given  to 
the  commiftioners  whom  they  fent  to  compliment  him 
on  this  laft   victory.     They   are  dated  Sept.  9,  1651, 
and  are  as  follows :  c  You  are  in  the  name  of  the  par- 
f  liament,  to   congratulate  his  lordlhip's  good  recbvery 
c  of  health,  after  his  dangerous    ficknefs ;  and   to  take 

*  notice   of  his  unwearied  labours  and   pains  in  the  late 
*■  expedition   into  Scotland,  for  the  fervice  of  this  com- 

*  monwealth ;    of  his   diligence   in    profecution  of  the 

*  enemy,    when    he  fled    into    England;    of  the  great 
<  hardfnips  and  hazards  he  hath  expofed  himfelf  to,  and 

*  particularly  at  the  late  fight  at  Worcejier ;  of  the  pru- 

*  dent  and  faithful  managing  and  conducting  throughout 

*  this  great  and  important  affair,  which  the  Lord  from 

*  heaven  hath  fo  fignally  blefted,  and  crowned  with  fo 

c  com- 
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whom  it  had  taken  the  power  *of  tyranniflng 


over 


*  compleat  and  glorious  an   iftiie.     Of  all  which  you 

*  are  to  make  known  to  his  lordfhip,  the  parliament 
c  hath  thought  fit,  by  you,  to  certify  their  good  ac- 
c  ceptance  and  great  fatisfacli on  therein:  and  for  the 
g  fame  you  are  to  return,  in  the  name  of  the  parlia- 
c  merit  and  commonwealth  of  England,  their  moji  hear- 
c  ty  thanks:  as  alfo  to  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  fol- 
4  diers,  for  their  great  and  gallant  fervices  done  to  this 
c  commonwealth.  You  are  likewife  to  let  his  lordfhip 
'  know  that  fmce,  by  the  great  bleffingof  God  upon  his 
£  lordfhip's  and  the  army's  endeavours,  the  enemy  is  fo 

*  totally  defeated,  and  the  ftate  of  affairs,    as   well   in 

*  England  as  in  Scotland,  fuch,  as  may  very  well  dif- 
€  penfe    with  his    lordflhip's   continuance  in   the  field ; 

*  they  do  defire  his  lordfhip,  for  the  better  iettlement  of 
6  his  health,  to  take  fuch  reft  and  repofe  as  he  (hall  find 

*  moft  requifite   and  conducing  thereunto:  and  for  that 

*  purpofe  to  make  his  repair  to,  and  refidence  at  or  with- 

*  in  fome  few  miles  of   this    place,  whereby  alfo  the 

*  parliament  may  have  the  affiftance  of  his  prefence,  in 
.       ..      *  the  great  and  important  consultations  for  the  further 

sKentaryHf-6  fettlement  of  this  commonwealth,  which  they  are 
tory,  p.  48.  \  now  upon  (#).'  Mr.  Wbitloch,  who  was  one  of  the 
Til  *-i A "h  commiflioners,  tells  us,  «  That  they  met  the  general 
Sept.  1 651/'  near  Aylejbury,    delivered    their    meflage,  and    he  re- 

*  ceived  them  with  all  kindnefs  and  refpecl: :  that  he 
1  gave  each  of  them  a  horfe    and    two  Scots  prifoners, 

*  as  a  token  of  his  thankful  reception  of  the  parliament's 
I  regard    in   fending    them  to  meet  and  congratulate 

tils*?"0':*  him  (>).'■  Cromwell  was  alfo  met  at  Acfon,  by  the 
Speaker,  the  Lord  Prefident  Bradftaw,  many  members 
of  parliament  and  the  council  of  ftate,  with  the  Lord 
Mayor,  aldermen,  and  iheriffs  -,  and,  entering  London 
in  a  coach  of  ftate,  was  received  with  all  poftible  de- 
monftrations  of  joy.  And  to  crown  all,  the  parliament 
refolved  that  lands  of  inheritance  to  the  yearly  value  of 
4000/.  belonging  to  the  ftate,  be  fettled  upon  the  lord 

sene- 
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over  their  neighbours. — Nor  was  this  all- 

Dif- 


general  Cromwell  and   his  heirs,  as   a  mark   of    favour 
from  the  parliament  for  his  great  and  eminent  fefvices  to  (%)  Par3,a" 
the  commonwealth  (%}.      The  ctner  officers  were  not  toryj  vol>  xx# 
forgotten,  but  were  provided  for  out  of  Scotland,  which  p.  50— 5Z. 
being  looked  on  in  feme  meafure  as  conquered,    it   was 
refolved  to  bring  in  an  act  for  afTerting  the  right  of  the 
common  wealth  to  (o  much  of  Scotland,  as  was  then  un- 
der the  forces  of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  fettle  it 

under  the  government  thereof  (a). — — Such  being  the  (a)  JournaJj 

t>  #  \    /  o  nth  Sept 

aclions  of  Cromwell  in  Scotland,  and  at  Worcejier^  we 

are  not  to  wonder  that  his  panegirifts  talked  of  them 
in  lofty  terms,  and  preferred  him  to  antient  heroes  for 
valour  and  fortitude.  The  learned  reader,  pollibly,  may 
be  pleafed  with  a  fpecimen  of  them  :  '  In  vicloriis  tuis 
tarn  multis  Olivari,  qus  funt  eo  nobiliores,  quo  dif- 
ficiliores,  periculofiores,  formidabiliores  pugnae  fuere, 
celeritatem  certe  tuam,  fortitudinemque  fuperioribus 
heroibus  omnibus  longe  clariorem  arbitror,  quippe 
quos  vel  explofi  Sclopi  globulus  cum  audacia  fua  prof- 
traviflet  illico.  Atque  ut  ingenue  fatear,  lon^e  plus 
aeftimo  virtute  tua  fuperatam  Cambriam,  atque  pofl 
fraclos  tarn  multos,  eofque  Scotorum  valentiffimos  ex- 
ercitus,  a  te  captum  Edenburgum,  Sterlinumque,  at- 
que ex  confequenti  Scotiam  univerfam.  In  Hibernia 
vero  Tredarn  vi  captam,  Hiberniamque  redactam  ; 
in  Anglia,  Scotorum  exercitu  potentifiimo  defenfam, 
muntiffimamque  tum  natura  loci,  turn  arte  Vigorni- 
am,  vi  tamen  occupatam,  plus  inquam,  ex  animi  mei 
finceritate  victorias  hafce  tuas  facio,  quam  Cyri,  Al- 
exandri,  Julii  Caefaris  laureas  omnes,  habita  ratione  ! '  Plr, 
tempons,  locorum,hoitiumque  (b).  — Another  fpeaking  nee  nonO- 
of  him,  faid,  «  Ule  eft,  ille  eft,  auditores  admiremini !  Iivarii>  P» 
Cujus  unius  fortitudo  plus  biennio  profecit,  quam 125* 
centenis  feculis  majores  noftri  profuerant,  vel  forfan 
nepotes  profuturi.  Nempe  per  ultimam  Thulen  au- 
fpiciis  obftupefcendis  volitantia  vexilla  protiilit,  &  ultra 
Romanas  aquilas,  exercituum  vidrices  alas  expli- 
1  f  cuit. 
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Difputes    arifing   with  the   Du'ch  (mm),  a 

fpirit 


(c)  O  ratio 
Aniverfaria 
in  diem  In- 
amgurationis 
Olivari, 
per  Fifiier. 
Fol.  Lond. 
1655. 


(d)  Panegy- 
rkas  Crom- 
welli,  p.  35. 
4-to,  1654, 


(e)  See  Se- 
crets difco- 
vered  j  or 
England's 
complaint 
againft  the 
States-Ge- 
neral. 4to, 
Lond,  1643, 


c  cult  (f).*- A  third  defcribes  the  battle  of  Worcefer 

in  the  following  manner :  '  Ad  extremum  illud  &  maxi- 
c  mum,  in  quo  de  fumma  rei  Scoti  dimicarimt ;  prse- 
lium  venio.  Illua  inquam  Vigornianum,  omnibus 
totius  anteaa£tae  aetatis  acerrimis  comoarandum  :  Nam 

i 

neque  apud  Mantineam  Thebani  cum  Lacedemoniis, 
neque  apud  Zamam  Annibal  cum  Scipione,  neque  in 
Pharfalicis  campis  Pompejus  cum  C^fare,  neque  apud 
"  Mutinam  cum  Antonio  Confules,  neque  apud  Phi- 
*  lippos  cum  Augufto  &  Antonio  Brutus  &  Cailius  acri- 
c  us  &  pertinacius  dimicarunt  (d).y  The  viclory  at 
Worcejier^  and  the  refpe<5t  and  applaufe  almoft  univer- 
falfy  attending  him,  infpired  Cromwell,  probably,  firft 
of  all  with  the  defire  of  difpofTefling  his  mailers,  and 
feizing  the  fupream'  command.  The  reafons  cf  this 
ailertion  will  be  found  in  the  note  (ww). 

(mm)  Difputes  arifing  with  the  Dutch,  a  fpirit  and 
condutl  appeared  in  the  Englifh  commonwealth,  &c.  J 
From  the  beginning  of  the  quarrel  between  Charles  and 
the  parliament,  the  Dutch  had  acled  fomcwhat  parti- 
ally in  his  Majefty's  favour.  Arms  and  ammunition, 
©facers  and  private  foldiers,  together  with  fome  fhips,  had 
been  procured  from  them  at  different  times  by  the  Queen 
and  her  agents.  On  complaint  of  thefe  things  from 
the  parliament.,  by  their  agent  Mr.  Strickland,  orders 
were  given  to  put  a  flop  to  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
and  to  obferve  the  moft  exa£t  neutrality.  But  among  a 
money-loving  people  this  was  but  ill  obferved,  and 
therefore  orders  were  given  to  the  commanders  of  the 
Englifh  fhips,  to  feize  all  Dutch  fhips  on  which  were  pro- 
vifions,  ftores,  ammunition  or  any  other  thing  belonging 
to  or  intended  for  the  enemy  :  which  orders  were  well 
obeyed,  and  caufed  great  complaints  in  Holland  agaioft 
the  parliament,  who,  however,  were  not  to  be  moved 
from  their  refolution  (e).  In  the  beginning  of  January , 
1643,  the  States-General  fent  ambaftadors  into  E_ng« 
land)  who3    though  refpeclfully  treated  by  the   parlia- 

<  mem, 
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fpirit   and    conduit  appeared   in   the  beha- 
viour 

ment,  made  no  addrefs  to  it,  but  repaired  to  the  King 
at  Oxford,  and,  after  abiding  there  fix  weeks,  returned 
to  London  14,   1643.     They  then   prefented  *   A  paper 

*  to  each  of  the  Speakers  of  the  houfes  of  parliament, 

*  with  a  memorandum  to  that  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 
6  peers,  in  tbefe  words:  Delivered  by  the  embafTadors 
c  of  the  lords  eftates,  unto  Mounfier  the  Baron  Grey 
4  of  Werk,  Speaker,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Jords 
6  of  the  parliament,  this  14  day  of  March,  1643.  The 
'  other  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  with 

*  a  memorandum  in  thefe  words ;  Delivered  by  the 
«  embafTadors  of  the  Jords  eftates,  unto  Mr.  William 
4  Lenthall,    Speaker,    to  be   communicated   to  the  Srs 

*  commons  of  parliament  this  14  day  of  March,  1643.' 
To  the  matter  of  thefe  papers,  the  lords  and  commons 
could  give  no  anfwer,  in  refpect  they  were  not  addrefled 
to  them  in  fuch  words,  either  for  the  matter  or  man- 
ner, as  that  they  could  legally,  and  according  to  the 
courfe  of  parliament,  take  notice  of  them  as  directed 
to  themfelves.  However,  that  the  ambafiadors  might 
not  plead  ignorance  concerning  the  form  of  addrefs, 
the  parliament  were  willing  that  fome  of  their  members 
fhould  repair  to  them,  to  acquaint  them  therewith,  who 
did  accordingly,  and  left  the  fame  in  writing  with  them : 
but  this  for  the  prefent  made  no  alteration  in  their  be« 
haviour.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1644,  tne  ambaffadors 
came  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  by 
him  prefented  their  fervice  to  the  parliament,  protefting 
their  defires  to  do  good  ;  but  that  they  met  with  no 
fuccefs ;  and  fo  took  their  leave  for  Oxford  again. 
But  when  they  perceived  the  parliament  army  to  come 
near  to  Oxford^  where  they  then  were,  with  the  King, 
they  came  out  with  white  flags  before  them,  and  moved 
the  Earl  of  Effex,  for  a  treaty  :  his  excellency  aiTured  them 
that  it  belonged  only  to  the  parliament  to  appoint  fuch 
a  treaty.  Upon  this  they  returned  to  Oxford ;  and  from 
thence   they  came  with  their  white  flaes,  which  were 

ftill 
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viour  of  the  new   commonwealth,    which 

fuf- 

i 

Hill   carried  before   them    all  the  way  as  they  pafFed, 
even    into  the  city  of  London,     Some  perfons  from  Ox* 
ford  came  up   in  their  train,  obnoxious  to  the  parlia- 
ment.    '  After   their  return   hither,  about  the  iyth  of 

*  June,  fays  the  parliament,  they  fent  mefiages  to  the 
6  houfes,  that  they  had  fomething  to  deliver  from  your 

*  lordmipsj  [the  States  of  Holland,  to  whom  the  de- 
c  claration  from  whence  I  tranferibe  this  is  addrefTed] 
4  whereunto,  about    two  or  three  days   after,  this  an- 

*  fwer  was  fent  them;  that  the  houfes  did  expect  that 

*  they  fhould  make  their  demand  of  audience  in  writ- 

*  ing,  with  which  if  the  houfes  reded  fatisfied,  that 
4  they  would   come   to  them  as  to   the  parliament  of 

*  England,  audience  fhould  be  given  them  in  each  houfe 
1  apart;   which  they  did   by  their  writing  dated  the  5th 

*  of  jfufyi  whereby  they  prefented  their  defires  as  to  the 
c  lords   and  commons   aiTembled  in   the  parliament  of 

*  England,' and  thereupon  had  audience  given  them  in 
c  each  houfe   the  18th  day  of  the  fame  month,  with  a 

*  mod:  honourable  and  refpeclive  reception.  At  the 
'  fame  time  they  delivered  their  letters  of  credence  frofn 

*  your  lordfhips,  and  offered  their  interpofition  and  me- 
c  diation  for  the  competing  the  differences  between  his 
fc  Majefty  and  the  parliament,  which  they  left  in  writ- 
c  ing,  together  with  a  memorial  for  reparation  of  da- 
c  mages   fuftained  by   fome    merchants   and  matters  of 

(/)Decla-  '  fhips  of  the  United- provinces,  in  their  (hips  and  courfe 
ration  of  the  <  of  trading,  with  deiire  that  commiffioners  might  be  ap- 
Pari lament    <  pointed  for  fettling  the  things  complained  of.'- This 

or  England,         r  "  °,.  r  (>  , 

written  to  had  the  femblance  or  fair  deaung. — But  the  Dutch  ara- 

the  high  and  bafTadors  were  far  enough  from  interpofmg  and  mediat- 

Lo?dsty  the  *nS  impartially.     For  in  their  letters  to  their  maflers  they 

States-Ge-  cenfured    the    parliament's  proceedings,    mifreprefented 

nerai,  &c.  their  defigns,  and  made  applications  for  peace  on  terms 

Jriitedfot  un^mta^e  to  tne  Safety  and  welfare  of  the  parliament  (/). 

Laurence  With  refpect  to  the  damages  they  pretended  to  have  (u(- 

Bkikiock,  tainedin  their  (hips,  it  appeared  to  have  been  in  a  good 

l645'  mea- 
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furprifed   the  nations.     The  war  was  com- 
menced 


meafure  redrefled  by  the  parliament,  though  they  were 
importunately  clamorous  and  troublefome  on  this  head, 
and  at  the  fame  time  did  the  fliips  of  the  parliament  da-     , 
mage  to   a   very  confiderable  amount,  without  making  Declaration 

any  fatisfaclion  (g).> 1  have  the  more  willingly  given  of  the  Lords 

the  account  of  thefe  matters,  becaufe  the  declarations  in  andC°ro- 

....  ,  Tii  1  monsof  the 

which   they  are  contained  are  very  little  known,  and  proceeding 
the  memory  of  the  facls  like  to  be  loft ;  the  declarations,  with  the 
though  fome  of  the  fineft  in  the  Englijh  tongue,  in  point  JjJJ^S" 
of  compoiition,  being  unaccountably  omitted  in  the  Par-  States-Ge- 
Jiamentary  Hiftory,  where  their  importance  juftly  inti-  neral.  4*0. 
tied  them  to  a  place.     But  to  return — The  fame  incli-  ^x'  l8> 
nation  to  the  royal  caufe  was  difcovered  by  the  Dutch 
on  other  occafions.     They  interpofed  with  regard  to  the 
execution  of  Charles  I.  they  made  compliments  of  con- 
dolence to  Charles  II.  on  the  murder,  as  they  called  it, 
of  his  royal  father ;  acknowledged   him  to  be  rightful  (h)  0r- 
and  lawful  King  cf  England  (h),  and  afforded  fifth  .a ™™%\- 
refuge   in  their  dominions.     *  The  minifters  in  Ho/land  pers,  vol,  i. 
c  came  likewife  in  a  body  to  the  King,  and  declared  p-  223, 
c  their   deteftation  of  the  (aid  horrid   murder,  and  the 

*  Sunday  following  preached  in  moft  of  the  churches 
c  thereabouts,  againft  the  impiety  and  wickednefs  there- 
c  of:  whereby  the  people  there  were  very  much  enraged 

*  againft  all  that  had  favoured  or  affifted  any  ways  the 
'  rebels  in  England;  infomuch  that  Strickland  (their 
c  agent  there)   dared  not   to  go  out  of  his  lodging,  for 

*  fear  the  people  would  tear  him  in  pieces  (/).'     This  (i\  jj.  &!& 
was  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Dnicb>  as  defcrib-' 

ed  by  Sir  G.  Radcliff^  in  a  letter  written  from  the  Hague, 
Feb.  13-23,  1648-9.  And  'tis  well  known  that  Dr. 
Dorijlam,  who  was  fent  over  thither  to  a£i  as  a  joint- 
agent  with  Strickland,  was  affaflinated  on  the  fecond  day 
of  May  following,  and  his  murtherers  permitted  to  ef- 
cape  ;  though  it  muft  be  confeiTed  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  htates-Geneial  offered  a  reward  of  a  1000  gil- 
ders for  apprehending  the  aflaffins,  and  declared  it  death 

for 
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menced  and  carried  on  in  a  manner  equally 

ho- 


for  any  to  harbour  them. —The  following  extract  from 

Wicqefort^  will  in  a  good  degree  confirm  what  has  been 
here  related.—4  The  party  of  the  parliament  at  Lon- 
4  don  was  already   very  considerable,  when  it  fent  Wal- 

*  ter  Strickland  to  the  Hague  in  the  month  of  September^ 
4  1642;  but    as  foon   as   he    had   demanded  audience, 

*  Bofwell,  who  was  there  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 

*  England^  oppofed  it,  and  represented  that  the  parlia- 

*  merit  being  but  a  body  without  a  foul,  in  the  abfence, 

*  and  without  the  King's  warrantry,  had  neither  the 
4  power  to  determine  any  thing  within  the  country,  nor 

*  the  authority  to  fet  on  foot  negotiations  out  of  the 
4  kingdom,  without  the  permiflion  of  its  fovereign. 
4  Strickland  feeing  that  the  States-General  (to  whom  he 

*  had  fent  his  letters  of  credence)  returned  him  no  mef- 
4  fage,  went  one  day  into  one  of  their  ante-rooms,  and 
'  demanded  audience.  They  fent  him  word  by  two 
4  deputies,  that  his  letter  of  credence  not  being  yet 
4  translated  out  of  Englijh,  the  States  defired  him  to  con- 

*  fider  if  it  might  not  be  proper  for  him  to  give   in  his 

*  propofals  in  writing,  that  they  might  be  translated  at 

*  the  fame  time  :  but  he  made  anfwer,  that  he  had  or- 

*  ders  to  deliver  them  by  word   of  mouth,  and  that  if 

*  they  delayed  giving  him  audience  that  day,  he  would 
4  take  it  as  a  refufal,  and  would  confider  what  was  pro- 

*  per  for  him  to  do.  This  refolution  obliged  the  States 
4  to  fend  him  a  deputy  of  each  Province,  to  whom  he 
4  laid  open  his  commiflion,  and  left  with  them  his  pro- 
4  pofals  in  writing;  however  he  had  no  public  audience, 
4  notwithstanding  the  deputies  of  the  province  of  HI- 
4  land  afked  it  with  as  much  warmth  as  himfelf.  The 
4  States-General    came   to    fome   refolutions   upon  his 

*  memorial,  and  allured  him  they  would  always  obferve 
4  an  exacl:  neutrality  between  the  King  and  the  parlia- 

*  ment.  An  expreffion  that  gives  to  understand,  that 
4  the  States  acknowledged  that  there  were  two  parties 
c  formed  in  England^  and  that3  for  particular  reafons, 

6  (which 


OLIVER   CROMWELL. 

honourable    to  thofe  who  direded  and  thofe 

who 


(which  cannot  be  unknown)  they  had  more  confide- 
ration  for  the  one  than  the  other.  They  gave  fuf~ 
ficient  teftimony  thereof  the  fecond  voyage  the  fame 
Strickland  made  to  the  Hague  >  immediately  after  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  which  had  not  removed  the 
difficulties  of  his  admiffion.  Dorijlaus^  his  colleague,  . 
had  been  murthered  there;  fo  that  Strickland,  not 
thinking  himfelf  fafe,  made  prefling  inftances  to  be 
admitted, -and  difpatched.  The  deputies  of  Holland 
feconded  his  instances,  and  continually  reprefented, 
that  audience  could  not  be  refufed  him  without  break- 
ing the  neutrality,  which  the  Stares  had  promifed  to 
preferve  inviolable-.  But  all  thefe  good  offices  were 
of  no  ufe,  for  the  deputies  of  the  fix  other  Provinces 
declared,  they  could  come  to  no  refoiution  in  an  af- 
fair of  this  nature  without  the  exprefs  order  of  their 
principals,  who  did  not  explain  themfelves  upon  the 
matter  :  infomuch  that  Strickla?id  (who  was  in  con- 
tinualuneafmefs  on  the  account  of  the  accident  which 
had  happened  to  Dorijlaus)  feeing  the  obflinacy  of  the 
fix  provinces,  backed  by  the  authority  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  was  invincible,  went  back  to  England. 
This  proceeding  of  theirs  was  the  more  furprizing, 
becaufe  the  States  had  an  ambafTador  with  the  fame 
parliament,  whofe  rninifter  they  treated  fo  unworthily, 
and  which  not  wanting  the  means  to  refent  it,  foon 
revenged  itfeif  fo  cruelly,  that  there  was  all  the  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  repent  of  the  little  regard  had  been 
fhewn  to  a  power,  which  made  a  great  part  of  Europe  (H)  Embafa- 
tremble  (/).'  £ora"dbis 

t^i  i*  it  t  i     r\  Functions, 

1  he  parliament,  to  whom  the  temper  and  conduct  p.  7.  Fol. 
of  the  Dutch  were  not  unknown,  determined,  if  pof-  Lond.  1716? 
fible,  to  alter  their  difpofition,  and  bring  them  into  an 
union  with  themfelves.  For  this  end  it  was  reported  by 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Lijle  from  the  council  of  (late,  as 
the  opinion  of  that  council,  '  That  as  the  (late  of  af- 
1  fairs  now  (lands,  a  public  rninifler    be  lent  from  the 

S  «  par- 
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who  executed  it.  So  tha  tconfidering  the  valour 

and 


*  parliament  to  the  prefent  afTembly  of  the  United  Pro- 

*  vinces.     And  it  being  refolved  by  the  parliament  that 

*  a  public   miniver  be  Tent  thither,  it  was  referred  to 

5  the  council  of  ft  ate  to  confider  of  fuch  perfons  as  they 

6  fhould  think  fit  to  be  fent  from  the  parliament,  and 
0  JournaJ>  «  to  prepare  inftru£tions,  commiffions,  and  letters  of 
1650.  '       6  credence  for  them  (/).'     In  purfuance  of  this  order,  the 

council  of  Hate  prefented'the  Lord  Chief-Juftice  St.  jfobn9 
and  Walter  Strickland^  Efq;  to  be  fent  as  ambafladors 
extraordinary  to  the  United-Provinces,  who  being  ap- 
proved of  by  the  parliament,  had  their  commiflion,  in- 
ftruclions  and  letters  of  credence  delivered  to  them  by 
(m)  journal,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  houfe,  by  the  command  of  the 
0  '  25>      parliament  (m).     c  And  to  prevent  fuch  another  attempt 

*  as  had  been  made  upon  our  former  agent,  forty  gen- 

*  tlemen  were  appointed  to  attend  him  [«Sr.  John\  for 

*  his  fecurity  and  honour,  ten  thoufand  pounds  being 
€  deliveied  to  the  lord  ambaffadors  fteward,  for  the  ex- 

*  pence  of  the  embafTy.     Yet  this  great  equipage  was 

*  not  fufficient  to  prevent  a   public  affront  which  was 
(»)  Ludlow,  4  offered  him  by  Prince  Edward-  one  of  the  Palatine 

Vol.  li  Pa  r\ 

344,  *  family,  as  he  was  palling  the  ftreets  (»).'     The  am- 

bafladors arrived  at  Rotter  dam,  March  14,  165 1.  N.  S. 
On  the  20th,  they  were  admitted  to  an  audience  in  the 
afTembly  of  the  States-General  at  the  Hague^  where  St, 
John,  in  a  very  handfome  fpeech,  after  having  mention- 
ed the  antient  alliances  between  the  two  nations,  and 
the  mutual  benefit  refulting  from  thence,  declared  c  That 

*  the   parliament  did  defire   that   this  pious   and  ffricl: 

*  confederacy  and  league  of  amity,  derived  from  their 

*  anceflors  unto  them,  may  from  themfelves  be  tranf- 
&  mitted   unto   pofterity,  if  God  fo  pleafe :  and   fuch, 

*  faid  he,  is  the  fincere  love  and  good  will  which  the 
€  commonwealth  of  England  beareth  unto  their  neigh- 
4  hours  of  the   United- Provinces,    begotten   and   con- 

*  ferved  upon   the  grounds  before  exprefTed,  that  they 

*  are  willing  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  alliance  and 

*  Rearer 


OLIVERCROMWELL.  259 

and  wifdom  exerted,  and  the  fuccefs  which  at- 

ed 


c  nearer  union  with   them    than  formerly  hath  been, 

*  whereby  a  more  real  and  intrinfical  intereft  of  each  in 

'  other,  may  be  contracted  for  their  mutual  good. • 

c  My  Lords,  you   fee  the   commonwealth  of  England 

*  (notwithstanding  the  many  difcouragements  they  have 
c  found,  and  juft  caufe  given  them  of  laying   afide  the 

*  thought  of  any  further  motion  of  this  kind)  have  be- 

*  gun  to  you,  and   in  matters  of  higheft  concernment 

*  unto  both  ;  led  thereunto,  (fuch  is  the  mercy  of  God) 
'  not  out  of  neceffity  but  choice.     This  their  good-wi!l 

*  deferves  all  acceptation  on  your  part,  with  whom  it 

*  now  refts,  and  will,  they  doubt  not,  produce  refolu- 
c  tions  anfwerable  and  timely;  and  whatfoever  hTue  it 

*  fhall  pleafe  God  in  his  wifdom  to  give,  they  fhall  al- 

*  ways  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  having  done  what  befit- 

*  ted  them,  and   what  the  welfare  of  the  true  reformed  ,0*  parj-a- 
c  religion,  and  the  other  great  and  common  interefts  mentary 

*  of  both  States  obliged  them  to  do  (0).' — -The  Eng-  HiiW> 
lijh   ambafTadors  on  the  10th  of  May  following  propofed  460 ^ato?* 
to    the   States-General   that  the   two  commonwealths 

might  be  confederated  friends,  joined  and  allied  together 
for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  the  liberties  and  free- 
dom of  the  people  of  each,  againfr.  all  whomfoever  that 
fhall  attempt   the  disturbance  of  either   ftate  by  fea  or 
land  ;  or  be  declared  enemies  to  the  freedom  and  liber- 
ties  of  the   people  living  under  either  of  the  faid  go-  ]Jj  voM 
vernments  (/>).     In  (hort,  they  propofed  an  intire  union  p.  iS20 
and  coalition.     One  article  in  their  propofals  is  too  re- 
markable  to   be  omitted. — *  We  propound,  fay  they, 
'  that  no  rebel  or  declared  enemy  of  the  commonwealth 

*  of  England^  fhall  be  received   into  or  be  fufFered  to 
c  abide  in  any  of  the  caftles,  towns,  ports,  creeks,  or 

*  other   places   priviledged  or   not  pviviledged,    which 
'  the    Prince  of  Orange,    Princefs   Mary,    the  relict  of 

*  William  late  Prince  of  Orange,  or  any  other  perfon  of 

*  what  degree  foever,  have  or  hereafter  fhall  have   or 
c  pofTefs  by  any  title  whatfoever  within  the  dominions 

S  2  *  and 
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and   jurifdicTions   of  the   United-Provinces,  nor   fuf- 
fered  by  the  faid  Prince,  Princefs,  or  any  other  per- 
fon,   to  be  received  into  or  abide  therein;  neither  fhall 
the  Lords   States  of  the   United-Provinces,  permit  or 
fuffer  in  any    of  the  places   aforefaid,  any  affiftance, 
counfel  or  favour,  in  fhips,  men,  money,  vicluais,  or 
in  any  other  manner  to  be  given,  by  the  faid  Prince 
or  Princefs,  or  any  other  perfon,  to  any  fuch  rebel  or 
declared   enemy,  but  fhall  openly  and  exprefly  prohi- 
bit   and   hinder    the  fame.       And    if  the   Prince  of 
Orange  and   Princefs  Mary,  or   any  other  perfon  or 
perfcns  living  or  remaining  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United-Provinces,  or   under  their  power,  do  to  the 
contrary  hereof,  then  as  well  the  faid  prince  and  prin- 
cefs, and  all  and  every  fuch  other  perfon  and  perfons 
fo  doing  as  aforefaid,  fhall  for  their  refpeciive  lives, 
forfeit  and  lofe  all  fuch  caftles,  towns,  villages,  lands, 
and  other  places,  which  they  or  any  of  them  fhall  at 
fuch  time  have  or  pretend  to  have  by  any  title  what- 
foever ;  and  likewife  that  no. rebels   or  declared  ene- 
my of  the  States  of  the  United- Provinces   ill  all  be  re- 
ceived into,  or  be  fuftered  in  any  of  the  caftles,  towns, 
ports,  or  other  places,  priviledged  or  not  priviledged, 
which  any  perfon  or  perfons,  of  what  degree  or  qua~ 
lity  foever  he  be,  have  or  fhall  hold  or  poiTefs  within 
the  commonwealth  of  England  or  dominion  thereof, 
by  any  title  v.'hatfoever,  nor  fuffered  by  any  fuch  per- 
fon or  perfons,  or  any  other,  to  be  received  thereinto, 
or  abide  therein,  under  like  penalties  [q).9     The  States 
General  did  not  feem  at   all   defirous  of  this  coalition, 
though  they  refufed  not  to  treat  thereon  :  but  while  the 
negotiation  was  on  foot,  St.  John  receiving  the  affront 
above-mentioned,  complained  thereof  to  the  States  more 
than    once,  and  allured  them  that  the  parliament  ex- 
pected   reparation.     The  ambaffadors  alio  protefted   in 
the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  againfr.  the 
States  ftyling  the  fete  King,  Charles  I.  *  Which  implies', 

*  fold 
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as  in  the  reduction  of  Stilly,  Jerfey,  Guern- 

*  fald  they,  that  there  is  a  fecond  Cbar/es  King  of  Eng- 
«  land: 

In  this  fpirited  manner,  agreeably  to  their  inftruc- 
tions,  did  thefe  gentlemen  behave,  and  fo  little  were 
they  difpofed  to  have  the  fovereignty  of  their  matters 
attacked,  even  in  the  moil  diflant  manner.  But  though 
the  ambafladors  were  extremely  diligent,  nothing  to  the 
purpofe  was  to  be  done  with  the  Dutch,  as  appears  by 
the  following  extract,  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thurloe  to 
Mr.  Walter  frojl^  fecretary  to  the  council  of  ftate  \  da- 
ted Hague^  June  6- 16,   1 651.     6  If  we  had   not   by   a 

*  good  providence  of  God  got  ane  opportunity  to  put 
'  this  people  to  a    tryal    by  our  being  continued  here, 

*  they  might  by  their  laft  paper,  wherein  they  offerred 
'  the  treaty  of  1495,  and  their  large  profcflions,  pad: 
4  with  the  credulous  people  of  England  for  fome  kind  of 

*  honeft  men,  and  good  neighbours;  but  upon  this  oc- 
'   cafion,  I  am  confident  they  appear  to  be  perfectly  of 

*  the   Scots  mould,    by  converfe  with   whom    and   the 

*  French^  they  have  learnt  the  art  of  making  huge  pro- 
c  feflions,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  men  are  almoft 
c  neceflitated   to  beiieve   them  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 

*  intend  to  perform  no  more  of  them  than  apparently 
'  frauds  with  their  own  advantage  ;  which  yet  I  am 
'  confident  they  will  not  arrive  at  upon  this  occaiion  ; 
c  and  I  hope  God  will  give  wifdorn  to  my  lords  fo  to  ma- 

*  nage  their  farewell  in  that  manner,  that  the  common- 

c  wealth  of  England  mail   not  lofe   either  in  honour  or  (/-)  Thurloe, 

4  intereft  upon  this  occafion  fr).' The  day  fixed  the  v°1'1*  P\. 

fecond  time  (for  the  firft  had  been  expired,  and  a  far- 
ther day  given  at  the  requelt  of  the  States)  being  near 
at  hand,  the  ambafladors  gave  notice  of  their  intended 
departure  to  the  States,  expreffing  their  forrow  for  the 
unfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  negotiation,  a;;d  their  hopes 
that  hereafter  a  treaty  might  be  concluded.  Where- 
upon the  States-General  in  a  declaration  juttifled  their 
proceedings  3  entreated  the  Hay  of  the  ambafladors ;  and 

S  3  Pr°- 
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Jey,  Man,    Virginia  and   Barbadoes  i  confi- 

derine. 


profefTed  their  readinefs  to  contribute  their  beft  endea- 
vours to  perfect  the  treaty.  This  of  courfe  produced  a 
recapitulation,  in  which.,  after  fhewing  how  unfatif- 
faclory  the  anfwers  to  their  proportions  had  been,  the 
ambalTadors  concluded  in  the  following  manner:  c  As 
'  to  their  diffatisfaction  concerning   our  coming  away, 

*  we  conceived,  that  we  had  faid  enough  therein  to 
4  their  commiflioners,  whom  they  had  fent  twice  to 
c  us  about  the  fame ;  as  that  the  parliament  had  now 
6  thrice  fent  their  agents  and  minifters  unto  them  ;  and 

*  that  as  they  were  no  way  bound  to  fend  them  unto 

*  them  at  all,  fo  was  it  in  their  own  choice  and  power 

*  to   limit  the    time   of   their  abode.      Neither  were 

*  they  therein  furprized,  we   having  always  from  the 

*  firfl  day  of  the  treaty  told  them,  that  our  time  was 
'  limited  and  but  fhort ;  and  that  therefore  a  flow  pro- 
4  ceeding  on  their  part  would  render  the  treaty  fruitlefs  ; 

*  and  that  they  had  caufe  rather  to  take  it  as  a  great  ex- 

*  preffion  of  love  and  friendfhip  in  the  parliament,  that 

*  they  alone  had  fo  often  and  for  fo  long  time  intended 

*  and  profecuted  thefe  matters  of  joint  and  equal  con- 
fi  cernrnent  unto  both  States ;  and  that  when  the  com- 

*  monwealth  of  England    is  out  of  pofTeffion  of  what 

*  they  ought  to  enjoy  by  the  treaty  of  1495,  and  the 
€  Netherlands  in  the  full  poiTeflion  of  what  is  of  greatefr. 
c  advantage  unto  them   by  that  treaty ;    that  yet  the 

*  commonwealth  of  England  fhould   be  content  in  this 

*  friendly   and  amicable  way  of  a  treaty,  to  feelc  and 

*  expect;  from  them  a  performance  of  what  is  done  on 

wH^l '.         tbeir  partS  W' When   the    StateS  commiffioners 

1aet '         came  to  take  leave  of  the  ambalTadors  at  their  depar- 
ture, it  is  faid  St.  John  fpoke  to  them  in  thefe  terms : 

*  My  Lords,  you  have  an  eye  upon  the  event  of  the 

*  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  therefore  do 

*  refufe  the  friendfhip  we  have  offerred.     Now  I  can 

*  afFure  you,  that  many  in  the  parliament  were  of  opi- 

*  nion  that  we  fhould  not  have  come  hither,  or  any 

2  '  am- 
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dering,  I  fay,,  the   conquefts  made  both   at 

home 

c  ambaffadors  to  be  fent  to  you  before  they  had  fupe- 
1  rated  thefe  matters  between  them  and  that  King, 
"  and  then  expected   your    ambaffadors  to  us.     I  now 

*  perceive  our  error,  and  that  thefe  gentlemen  were  in 

*  the  right:  in  a  fhort  time  you  fhall  fee  that  bufinefs 
4  ended,  and  then  you  will  come  to  us  and  feek  what 

*  we  have  freely  offerred,  when  it  (hall   perplex  you  chronicle  of 

*  that  you  have  refufed  our  proffer  (/).'— —On  the  re-  the  civil 
turn  of  the    ambaffadors,  they,  by  order,  attended  the  ^ars>  P* 
houfe,  and  fitting  in  their  places  as  members,  c  St,  John,  Lo^'d!  xg^ 
"  the  lord   ambaffador  Strickland  {landing  by  him,  gave 

*  an  account  of  their  negotiation  -,  and  it  was  refolved 
c  that  the  parliament  doth  approve  of  ail  the  proceed- 
c  ings  of  the  lords  ambaffadors,  and  that  they  have  the 

*  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  their  great  and  faithful  fer- 

*  vice.'  The  proceedings  in  this  treaty  were  alfo  or- 
dered to  be  entered  in  a  book  by  themfelves,  and  all 
perfons  prohibited  from  infpe£ling  the  fame  (except 
members  of  parliament)  without  leave.  And  the  whole 
matter  of  the  report,  and  the  feveral  papers,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  council  of  ftate  to  confider  what   was  fit 

to  be  done  therein,  for  the  beft  advantage  of  the  com-  ,*  T0UrnaJ 
monwea!th,  and  to  report  the  fame  to  the  houfe  («). —  ad  July, 
On  the  9th  of  October ,  the  houfe  paffed  the  famous  l65*» 
act  intitled  by  them,  '  Goods  from  foreign  parts  by  whom 
to  be  imported :'  prohibiting  goods  to  be  imported,  from 
Afia,  Africa,  America,  and  even  Europe,  with  fome 
few  exceptions,  into  England,  Ireland  or  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging,  but  in  Bnglifh  veffels.  This  was 
the  famous  navigation  a£t,  of  which  more  (hall  be  fpoken 
hereafter.  The  (rates  being  highly  provoked  hereat, 
fent  over  ambaffadors  to  mitigate  if  poffible  the  rigour 
of  this  law,  and  bring  things  to  an  accommodation. 
Commiffioners  hereupon  were  empowered  by  the  par- 
liament to  hear  their  propofals,  and  make  proper  de- 
mands on  the  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  For  de- 
mands they  had  about  the  Amboyna  bufinefs  3  the  fifhery  •„ 

$  4  the 
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home  and  abroad,   and  the  attention  paid  to 

the 


the  right  of  the  flag;  and  other  matters  in  which  the  in~ 
tereft  and  the  dignity  of  the  Englifo  nation  were  concern- 
ed. But  while  the  negotiation  was  carried  on,  in  May 
1652,  the  fleets  of  the  two  republics  being  near  each 
other  an  engagement  enfued,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Englijh,  who  funk  one  Dutch' (ii'ip  and  took  another*. 
The  i^&/^  arnbaiTadors,  alarmed  at  this  encounter,  which 
had  turned  out  fo  unexpectedly  to  their  difgrace,  put  in 
feveral  papers   to  the  council  of  flate,  '  Pretexting  that 

*  what  happened  was  without  the  knowledge  and  againft 
4  the  wills  of  their  mailers;  that  'twas  with  grief  and 
c  afroniftiment  they  had   heard    the   fatal   news  of  that 

*  rafh  aclion  ;  that    they   were  greatly  defirous  of  con- 

*  eluding  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  therefore 

*  requefted  that  by  no  means  the  bufinefs  of  the  con- 
'  eluding  of  the  treaty  be  put  off,  and  that  fuch  unfor- 
€  tunate  mifchances  may  be  avoided,  and  an  everlafting 

*  peace  eftablifhed  between  both  the  nations.'  But  little 
heed  was  given  to  thefe  requefts  or  apologies.  By  ad- 
miral Blake's  relation  ;  by  the  information  of  two  Dutch 
captains,  prifoners,  taken  before  general  Cromwell,  and 
Dennis  Bond9  Efq;  at  Dover^  May 22,  1652  ;  and  from 
feveral  other  examinations  taken  at  that  time,  before  the 
fame  gentlemen,  it  appearing  that  the  Dutch  fought  an 
opportunity   to   quarrel,  and  to  brave  us  upon  our  own 


*  The  Dutch  account,  2s  given  in  Burchett,    is  as  follows:  {  Van 

*  Tromp  put  to  fea  with  the  fleer,  to  convoy  home  fome   merchant  fhips, 

*  but  had  orders  to  avoid  engaging  with  the  Englifh,  if  pcffible,  and  to 
'  paytheufual  refbeft  to  their  flag,  if  he   chanced  to  meet  them  in  the 

*  narrow  feas.     He  was   forced   by  a   tempeft  on  the  Englifh  coafr,  but 

*  quitted  it  again  as  foon  as  pofhble,  and  made  towards  Calais  ;  but  being 
'  informed  that  the  Englifh  were  purfuing  fome  merchant  mips,  he  ad- 

*  vanced  to  their  relief,  and  met  Blake  with  the  Englifh  fleet,  who  had 
'  orders  (the  Dutch  fay)  to  attack  them.  Tromp  prepared  to  give  the 
'  ufuai  honors  to  the  Englifh  flag,  and  ordered  one  of  his  captains  to  go 
'  on  board  with  a  compliment  to  the  Englifh  admiral  j  but  Blake  haying 

*  no  regard  to  thefe  marks  of  fubmiflion,  fired  twice  at  T  romp's  fhip, 
'  who  made  no  return  till  he  had  received  a  third  fhot,  and  then  the  fight 
'  began.'— ——Naval Hiftory, 'p.  293. 

coafh 
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the  grandeur  and   welfare  of  the  nation  in 
b  all 


coaft,  the  parliament  returned  the  following  anfwer  to 

the  papers   of  their  ambafladors. c  The  parliament 

c  of  the    commonwealth    of  England,  calling  to  mind 
4   with    what    continued   demonftrations   of    friendfhip, 

*  and  fincere  affections,  from   the    very    beginning    of 

*  their  interline  troubles  they  have  proceeded  towards 
'.their  neighbours  of  the  United-Provinces,  omitting 
4  nothing  on  their  part  that  might  conduce  to  a  good 
4  correfpondence  with  them,  and  to  a  growing  up  into 
4  a  more  near  and  ftricl:  union  than  formerly,  do  find 
4  themfelves  much  furprized  with  the  unfutable  returns 
4  that  have  been  made  thereuno,  and  efpecially  at  the 
4  acls  of  hoftility  lately  committed  in  the  very  roads  of 
4  England  upon  the  fleet  of    this  commonwealth,  the 

*  matter  of  fact:  whereof  ftated  in  clear  proofs,  is  here- 
4  unto  annexed  ;  [[they  are  Blake's  letter,  and  depofi- 
e  tions  juft  above  mentioned]  upon  ferious  and  deliberate 
4  confideration  of  all,  and  of  the  feveral  papers  deliver- 
4  ed  in  by  your  excellencies  to  the  councel  of  (late,  die 
4  parliament  thinks  fit  to  give  this  anfwer  to  thofe  pa- 
4  pers:  The  parliament,  as  they  would  be  willing  to 
4  make  a  charitable  conftruclion  of  the  expreffions  ufed 

*  in  the  faid  papers,  endeavouring  to  reprefent  the  late 

4  engagement  of  the  fleets  to  have  happened  without  the 

4  knowledge,  and  againfl  the  mind  of  your  fuperiours  ; 

4  fo  when  they  confider  how  difagreeable    to  that    pro- 

4  feffion    the    refolutions  and  aclions  of  your  ftate   and 

4  their  minifters  at  fea  have  been,  even  in   the  midft  of 

'  a  treaty  ofFerred  by  themfelves,  and  managed  here  by 

4  your   excellencies,  the   extraordinary  preparations    of 

4  one  hundred   and  fifty  fail  of  men   of  war,  without 

4  any  vifible  occafion  but  what  doth  now  appear  (a  juft 

4  ground  of  jealoufie  in  your   own   judgments,    when 

4  your  Jorufhips  pretended  to  excufe  it)  and  the  inftruc- 

4  tions  themfelves  given  by  your  faid  fuperiours  to  their 

4  commanders  at  fea,  do  find  too  much  caufe  to  believe 

'  that  the  lords,  the  ftates  general  of  the  United-Pro- 

4  vinces, 
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all  thefe  tranfa&ions,  we  are  not  to  wonder 

that 
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vinces,  have  an  intention,  by  force  to  ufurp  the  known 
rights  of  England  in  the  feas,  to  deftroy  the  fleets  that 
are,  under  God,  their  walls  and  bulwarks,  and  there- 
by expofe  this  commonwealth  to  invafion  at  their  plea- 
fure,  as  by  this  late  aclion  they  have  attempted  to  do  : 
whereupon   the  parliament  conceive   they  are  obliged 
to  endeavour,  with  God's  affiftance,  as  they  (hall  have 
opportunity,  to  feek  reparation  of  the  wrongs  already 
fuffered,  and  fecurity  that  the  like  be  not  attempted 
for  the  future.     Neverthelefs,  with  this  mind  and  de- 
fire,  that  all  differences  betwixt  the  nations  may  (if 
poffibly)  be  peaceably  and  friendly  compofed,  as  God 
by  his  providence  fhall  open  a  way  thereunto,  and 
circumftances  fhall  be  conducing  to   render  fuch   en- 
deavours lefs  dilatory,  and  more  effectual  than  thofe 
of  this  kind  heretofore  ufed  have  been. 

Hen.  Scoeell,  cleric.  Parliament!  (a).' 


(y)  Stubbs's  « 
farther  Juf-  c 
tification  of  , 
the  War 
•with  the  c 
United -Ne-  c 
therlands,  p. 
ug.  4to. 

jiond.  1673.  tion, 


This  declaration  does  honor  to  the  parliament,  who 
had  ordered  all  Dutch  fhips  to  be  feized  on  hearing  of 
the  late  action  at  fea,  and  from  henceforth  determined 
to  carry  on  a  war  with  the  ftates  in  the  moft  vigorous 
manner.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  who  made  fo  great  a  figure 
during  thefe  times,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  chief  direc- 
tor and  manager  of  this  war,  whofe  conftant  judgment 
it  was,  '  That  the  intereft  of  England  and  the  United- 
4  Provinces  were  as  irreconcileable  as  thofe  of  rivals, 
4  trade  being  to  both  nations,  what  a  miftrefs  is  unto 
4  lovers ;  that  there  never  could  intervene  any  durable 

peace,  except  both  nations  did  unite  by  coalition,  or 
4  the  Englijh  fubjugate  the  others  and  reduce  them  into 
4  a  province,  or  by  Ariel:  conditions  and  contrivances 
4  enfure  themfelves  againft  the  growth  and  future  puif- 
4  fance  of  the  Dutch  [y)*  How  great  the  difintereftednefs 
of  Vane  was,  how  follicitous  for  the  honor  of  the  na- 
and  how  much  bent  that  the  public  might  be  ferv- 

ed 
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that    men    imputed   to   them  the   greateft 

de~ 

cd  on  the  eafiefl  and  beft  terms,  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing  anecdote  :  *  The  fees  of  his  office  were ;  as  trea- 

*  furer  of  the  navy,  four- pence  in  the  pound,  which  ly 
reafon  of  this  war  honeftly  amounted  to  little  lefs  than 
30000/.  per  annum  ;  but  Sir  Henry  Var.e  looked  upon 

*  it  as  too  much  for  a  private  fubjedt,  and  therefore 
very  generoufly  gave  up  his  patent  (which  he  had  for 
life  from  King  Charles  I.)  to  the  parliament,  defiring 
but  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  for  an  agent  he 

*  had  bred  up  to  the  bufinefs,  and  the  remainder  to  go 

4  to   the  public.     This  was  done,  and  the  method  of  ^  collim's 
i  a   fixed  falary   has  continued  ever   fince    in  that   of-  Peerage, vol. 

*  flee  (z)  *.'  This  was  indeed  a  rare  example  0^g'Vo*Lond 
honor  and  integrity,  and  hardly  to  be  believed  in  this  1756. 
age,  in  which  patriots  and  courtiers  have  fcrambled  for 
places,  preferments,  bonufles,  fcfr.  in  fuch  an  open  and 
fhamelefs  manner,  as  to  have  rendered  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther all  pretenfions  to  public  fpirit,  were  not  veils  to  ambi- 
tion and  avarice. -But  to  proceed. Fleets  were 

now  fitted  out,  both  by  England  and  Holland,  and  fuch 
noble  exploits   were  done  by  Blake  and  others,  as  have 

*  In  the  Journals  we  find  '  That  upon  a  petition  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 

*  knight,  treafurer  of  the  navy,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
'  navy,  to  confider  of  this  petition,  and  how  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
'  navy  may  be  managed  for  the  future,  for  the  beft  profit  and  leaf}  charge 

*  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  what  falary  is  lit  to  be  allowed  for  the  exe- 

*  cution  thereof;  and  alfo  to  confider  what  compenfation  is  fit  to  be  given 

*  unto  the  petitioner,  out  of  that  office,  or  otherwife,  in  confederation  ot 

*  his  right  in  the  faid  office.'  This  was  on  the  27th  of  June,  1650., 
On  the  1 6th  of  July  following,  the  committee  made  their  report,  and  the 
houfe  refolved,  *  That  as  a  fit  compenfation  to  be  given  to  Sir  Henry  Vane, 

*  treafurer  of  the  navy,  for  the  furrender  of  his  right  in  the  faid  place, 
'  and  in  confederation  of  the  profit  which  will  thereby  accrue  to  the  flate, 
'  there  be  fettled  on  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Vane,  his  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever, 
'  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum  over  and 
'  above  all  charges  and  reprifes,  out  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  late 

*  deans  and  chapters.' It  was  alfo  refolved,   '  That  a  fit  and  abie  per- 

'  fon  fhould  be  appointed  treafurer  of  the  navy,  who  fhould  perfoimliy 
'  attend  upon  that  employment,  and  be  allowed  for  the  entertainment 
'  and  falary,  forhirnfelf,  his  deputies  and  clerks,  one  thoufand  pounds 
'  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  falaries,  fees,  and  other  profits  formerly  be- 

*  longing  to  the  place  of  treafurer  of  the  navy,'— -We  fee  by  this,  Mr. 
Collins  ha*,  not  Been  fofficientlyexatt, 

rerz- 
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rendered  their  memories  dear  to  all  true  lovers  of  their 
country.  The  particulars  are  to  be  found  in  mod  of  our 
common  hiftories,  and  thither  I  muft  refer  the  reader 
defirous  of  information  on  this  fubjecl.  Whilft  the  war 
was  carrying  on  in  a  manner  glorious  to  the  Englifb  com- 
monwealth, the  parliament  omitted  nothing  which  might 
make  it  terminate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all  fu- 
ture difputes  between  the  two  nations.  With  great  di- 
ligence and  dexterity  they  got  intelligence  of  the  moll 
private  defigns  and  refolutions  of  the  enemy,  and  took 
as  much  care  as  poffible  to  conceal  their  own  -}  nor  would 
they  abate  the  leaft  in  their  propofals  for  peace,  though 
applied  to  moft  fubmiilively  by  ambafladors  fent  from 
the  ftates  for  that  purpofe.  The  following  extracts  will 
abundantly  confirm  and  explain  what  is  here  mentioned. 

The  Dutch  ambafladors,  in  a  letter  to  N.  Ruyfch9 

dated  Weftmlnjler,  July  4,  1653,  N.  S.  fay,  '  We  are 

4  obliged  to  advife  their  high  and  mighty  lordfhips  that 

'  men   here  have  full  knowledge,  with  all  the  circurn- 

(tf)Thur3oe,c'  ftances  0f   t^  refolutions   taken    upon    the  fifth  of 

vol.  1.  p.  l 

316.  €  June  (a)'     In  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  the  Hague^ 

dated  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  we  read  what  fol- 
lows :  c  What  I    have   always  feared  is  now  come  to 

*  pafs,  that  intimation  mould  be  given  here  of  the  good 

*  intelligence  you  have  there  of  the  affairs  here.     Our 

*  deputies  there  have  written  hither  to  thefe  ftates,  that 

*  they  have  afTurance  from  their  friends  in  England,  that 
6  all  the  fecret  actings  here,  and  were  it  poffible,  the 

*  very  thoughts  of  thefe  ftates  are  moft  exactly  and 
£  weekly  prefented  in  writing  to  the  councel  of  ftate 
c  there.  This  was  hotly  debated  in  the  alTembly,  every 
c  one  afking  the  other,  who  betrayed  them ;  and  fome 

*  quarrels  were  like  to  arife,  but  a  fort  of  compofure 

*  was  made,  and  orders  given   for  ftricl:   fecrefy  in  all 

*  their  proceedings ;  fo  that  much  difficulty  will  be  in 
€  furnifhing  you;  however.  I  fhall  attempt  always  to 

x  c  ferve  you  as  long  as  I  can.     But  if  you  have  not  fe- 

4  crefy,  you  are  not  worthy  of  the  profit  thereof.     Our 

c  deputies  there  begin  to  give  very  good  intelligence  from 

(£)Id.P.     c  London,  liowever  they  get  it  (£).'     The  18th  of  this 

month,  we  find  the  following  fhort  letter  written  by 

Biver- 
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Beverning,  one  of  the  ambaffadors,  to  Mr.  Gerard 
Cinque  at  G 'on de.     *  Sir,  I  dare   not   write  much  news. 

*  All  our  actions  are  fpied.     We  have  fpies  fet  to  watch 

*  us  in  our  houfes.     We  cannot  be  certain  of  any  thing 

*  that  we  do,  that  it  fhall  not  be  either  known  or  mif- 

*  carry.     If  you  pleafe  to  have  any  thing  fent  you  from 

*  hence,  that  this  country  affords,  pray  let  me  know  (OT^rloe, 

<  it  (c).' We  are  not  however  to  fuppofe  but  fome  ™  ' *'  p* 

intelligence  was  gotten  by  thefe  ambafladors.     Money 

does  wonders,  and  flattery  is  all  powerful.  They  who 
can  dextroufly  apply  the  one  and  the  other,  need  not 
fear  of  fome  fuccefs.  The  following  paffage  will  (hew 
that  they  were  ordered  to  be  on  the  look  out,  and  that 
they  had  not  been  idle.  It  was  written  from  the  Hague9 
Ottober  31.  N.  S.  and  feems  to  come  from  the  fame  hand 
which  fent  that  of  the  28th  of  July  juft  mentioned. 

*  Since  my  lail  to  you,  the  port  immediately  before 
'  this,  great  diligence  is  ufed  and  fecret  enquiry  made,, 

*  how  your  council  of  (rate 'comes  by  the  fecret  refolu- 
c  tions  of  this  ftate,  and  the  letters  of  their  public  mi- 
€  nifters   abroad ;    and  our   deputies  who   are   gone  to 

*  England  have  in  charge   to  do   their   utmoft  there, 

*  whatever  it  coils  to  find  it  out.  Of  which  I  advertize 
c  you  very  ferioufly,  to  the  end  hereafter  thefe  fecrets  be 
f  not  read  in  open  council,  and  that  prevention  may  be, 
c  leaft  the  deputies   might  learn,  from  them,  that  told 

*  to  them  part,  how  to  difcover  the  whole.     But  I  hope 

*  and  believe  I  am  not  betrayed,  fo  as  to  be  known  by 

*  name  or  defcription  to  any  of  the  council,  fince  fome 
c  of  them  are  fo  kind  as  to  tell  all  they  know  to  the 
c  Dutch  deputies,  to  their  advantage.  I  can  fwear  the 
c  two  deputies  ftanding  there  did  write  at  full,  what  I 
6  gave  you  in  my  laftj  but  this  notwithstanding,  all  the 
c  chief  of  their  bufinefs  fhall  be  had  one  way  or  other, 

<  if  you  do  not  fpoil  all  there,  as  well  was  attempted  (d).9  ^  Id*  p' 
And  how  much  the  parliament  were  concerned  for 

the  honor  and  intereft  of  the  nation  appeared  from  their 
demanding  as  preliminaries  to  a  treaty,  that  the  Dutch 
fhould  call  back  their  (hips  5  make  reparation  for  da- 
mages, and  fatisfatfion  for  the  expences  England  had 
been  put  to  defend  herfelf  and  maintain  her  rights  (*).'  t»  H.  p.  * 

—Among291* 
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. Among  the  articles  infifted  on  by  the  EngVJh  was 

the  following.  4  That  the  (hips  and  veflels  of  the  faid 
4  United -Provinces,  as  well  men  of  war,  as  others, 
4  be  they  fingle  (hips,  or  in  fleets,  meeting  at  fea  with 

*  any  of  the  mips  of  war  of  this  ftate  of  England^  or 
«  in  their  fervice  and  wearing  the  flag,  fhall  ftrike  the 
4  flag,  and  lower  their  topfail  until  they  be  patted  by, 
4  and  fhall  likewife  fubmit  themfelves  to  be  vifited  if 
4  thereto  required,  and  perform  all  other  refpecls  due  to 
4  the  faid  commonwealth  of  England,  to  whom  the  do- 
4  minion  and  fovereignty  of  the  Britijb  feas  belong.* 
4  To  this  article,  the  Dutch  ambafladors,  November  22, 
6  1653,  did  not  make  any  exception,  either  to  the 
4  ftriking  of  the  flag,  or  the  fovereignty  of  the   Tea; 

*  but  they  protefted  againfr.  the  vifiting  their  fhips,  as 
'  repugnant  to  the  practice  of  their  country,  and  fubjecl: 
4  to  a  thoufand  diforders  and  difputes,  and  injuries  to  their 
4  ftate;  befides  the  vifiting  is  not  to  be  reciprocal. 
c  Whereupon  Cromwell  in  the  name  of  the  commiflio- 

*  ners  replied,  that  the  fearehing  of  their  {hips  was  no 
6  new  thing ;  but  an  undoubted  right  which  natu- 
4  rally  followed  from  the  iovereignty  of  the  fea,  the 
4  which  did  appertain  to  England :  it  was  likewife  an 

4  efflux  of  the  fame  dominion,  for  the  Englijh  to  pre- 

*  fcribe  to  them,  with  what  number  of  fhips  of  war  they 
-  fhould  pafs  the  Briiijh  feas :  that  they  ought  to  be  much 
ft  more  zealous  now  for  the  aflerting  of  the  faid  antient 
£  dominion  of  the  fea  in  all  its  branches  ;  becaufe  it 
s  had  been  fo  lately  and  fo  notorioufly  difputed   and  in- 

5  vaded.  And  whereas  the  ambafladors  had  fomewhat 
4  boaftingly  faid  in  their  memorial,  that  their  people 
4  were  of  fuch  generofity  that  they  would  never  endure 
4  fuch  terms :  to  this  Cromwell  faid  he  would  reply  no 

f/)  Stubbs's «  more,  than  that  we  were  Englijhmen,  and    had  not 

rificationUp. '  ^  our  courage  (/)•'  1  ne  parliament  infifted  like- 
59,60.  ;  '  wife  that  the  Dutch  fhould  pay  for  licence  to  fifh  upon 
the  Britijh  coafrs,  and  fufpended  the  treaty,  on  account 
of  their  unwillingnefs  to  agree  thereunto,  though  'tis 
ailertcd  they  offered  300000/.  to  procure  amity  and 
fc>  W.  p.  65.  friendihip  with  England  (g).  Thefe  demands  of  the 
parliament  may  feem  high,  but  they  endeavoured  to 

juftify 
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juftify   themfelves   to    the   world,    by  caufing   Seidell's 

*  Mare  Claufum  feu  de  Dominio  Maris'  to  be  tranflated 
into  Englijh,  by  Marchamont  Nedham.  This,  by  fpe- 
cial  command,  was  publifhed  in  November  1652.  In  a 
fine  and  fpirited  dedication  s  to  the  fupream  authority 
c  of  the  nation,  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
4  of  England,'  the   tranflator  obferves,  4  it  is  a  gallant 

*  light  to  fee  the  fword  and  pen  in  victorious  equipage 
'  together;  for  this  fubdues  the  fouls  of  men  by  reafon, 

*  that  only  their  bodies  by  force.  The  pen  it  is  which 
c  manifefts  the  right  of  things ;  and,  when  that  is  once 

*  cleared,  it  gives  fpurs  to  refolution,  becaufe  men  are 

*  never  raifed  to  fo  high  a  pitch  of  action,  as  when  they 

*  are  perfuaded,  that  they  engage  in  a  righteous  caufe  5 

*  according  to  that  old  verlicle, 

*  Frangit  &  attollit  vires  in  Milite  caufa. 

Wherefore,  feeing  you  (right  honourable)  have  had 
fo  frequent  experience  of  the  truth  of  this  in  our  late 
wars,  wherein  the  pen  militant  hath  had  as  many 
(harp  rencounters  as  the  fword,  and  borne  away  as 
many  trophies  from  home-bred  enemies,  in  profe- 
cution  of  your  molt  righteous  caufe  by  land,  certain- 
ly you  will  yield  it  no  lefs  necefTary,  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  this  generous  and  ingenious  people,  in  vindi- 
cating your  juft  rights  by  fea  againft  the  vain  pre- 
tences and  projects  of  encroaching  neighbours.  For, 
what  true  Englijh  heart  will  not  fwell,  when  it  {hall 
be  made  clear  and  evident  (as  in  this  book)  that  the 
fovereignty  of  the  feas,  flowing  about  this  ifland,  hath, 
in  all  times,  whereof  there  remains  any  written  tefti- 
mony,  both  before  the  old  Roman  invafion  and  fince, 
under  every  revolution,  down  to  the  prefent  age,  been 
held  and  acknowledged  by  all  the  world,  as  an  infe- 
parable  appendant  of  the  Britifh  empire;  and  that,  by 
virtue  thereof,  the  kings  of  England  fucceffively  have 
had  the  fovereign  guard  of  the  feas ;  that  they  have 
impofed  taxes  and  tributes  upon  all  fhips  paffing  and 
fifhing  therein;  that  they  have  obftrucled  and  opened 
the  paiTage  thereof  to  ftrangers,  at  their  own  pleafure, 

«  and 
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defigns  (nn),  and  fuch  as  would  carry  them 


to 


c  and  done  all  other  things  that  may  teftify  an  abfolute 
c  fea-dominion  ;  what  Englijh  heart  (I  fay)  can  confi-. 

*  der  thefe  things,  together  with  the  late  aclings  of  the 
6  Netherlander /,  fet  forth  in  your  publick  declaration,  and 

.  %  not  be  inflamed  with  an  indignation  anfwerable   to 
4  their  infolence;  that  thefe   people,  raifed -out  of  the 

*  duft  at  firft  into  a  fiate  of  liberty,  and  at  length  to  a 

*  high  degree  of  power  and  felicity,  by  the  arms  and 
,      c  benevolence  of  England;  or  that  they,  who,  in  times 

CO  9f.'tte  *  paft,  durft -never  enter  our  feas  to  touch  a  herring, 
or°0wner-  '  without  licence  firft  obtained  by  petition  from  the 
fhip  of  the  c  governor  of  Scarborcugh-caftle^  fhould  now  prefume  to 
Sea.  Folio. «  mVade  them  with  armed  fleets,  and,  by  am  oft  unjuft 
Printed  by  c  war>  kid  defiance  to  the  united  powers  of  thefe  three 
William  '  nations  (/)  ?*— — But,  whilft  the  parliament  were  thus 
Du-Gard,  labouring  for  the  public  welfare,  they  were  difpoflefled 
pointmentof  of  their  power  by  Cromwell,  and  deprived  of  a  glory 
the  Council  they  well  deferved,  that  of  finifliing  a  fuccefsful,  well- 
of  State,      conducted  war,  by  a<  fafe  and  advantageous  peace._ 

(nn)  Vaft  ■  defigns  were- imputed  to  the  commontvealth,"] 
Nothing  can  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  light  in  which 
England  was  viewed  abroad,  than  the  following  paffages 
from  Sorbiere.  They  are  taken  from  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  celebrated  M.  de  Coi:rce!Iesy  at  dm/ier- 
dam^  dated  Orange^  J.uly  I,  1652.—*  The  Englijh 
c  republicans   took  things  exactly   right;  and  that,  in 

*  order  to  tie  accomplishing  of  a  defign,  that  would 
*\  take  up  all  their  life-time  (for  fuch  fort  of  men  ought 
4  never  to  conceive  mean  ones,  after  the  execution 
4  whereof  they  muft  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  projecting 

4  a  new,  or  live  lazily,  and  be  expofed  to  confpiracies 
s  againft  them)  they  thought  it  would  be  their  beft  way 
*,  to  begin  with  the  ruin  of  the  United  Provinces,  which 
c  Jay  next  their  coafts,  and  Hourifhed   in   trade  above 

5  ,any  other  country  in  the  world ;  and,  when  once  they 
4  had  efFecled  this,  they  were  in  hopes  they  fhould  ea« 
£  iily  remove  any  obfbcle  in  their  way  to  attain  the 

*  do- 
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to  the  pinnacle  of  glory. — — And,  if  wc  turn 


cur 


dominion  of  the  feas:  infomuch,  that,  if  the  fortune 
of  war  fhould  favour  their  firft  enterprizes,  I  do  not 
think  they  have  any  deflgn  to  make  a  peace  with  a 
nation  they  have  a  mind  utterly  to  deftroy,  and  to 
whom  they  will  propofe  fuch  hard  terms*  that,  upon 
the  refufal  of  them,  you  will,  at  Iaft,  find  them  pre- 
pared to  make  terrible  defcents  in  divers  parts  of  Zea- 
land, and  North  Holland,  to  break  the  banks,  and  the 
other  dykes,  that  keep  the  flat  country  from  being 
drowned.  There  needs  no  more  than  this  fort  of 
blood  letting  to  make  Amjierdam,  and  all  the  other 
cities,  defolate.  for,  it  would  lignify  little  to  them 
to  feize  the  'Brill,  or  fome  other  place,  feeing  their 
deftgn  is  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  Holland,  and  to  tranf- 
fer  it  into  their  own  country ;  and  it  would  be  of 
little  importance  to  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
mould,  in  the  mean  time,  recover  the  Teven  pro- 
vinces ;  that  the  merchants  of  Amjierdam  fhauld  re- 
move to  Antwerp,  and  the  manufactures  of  Leyden 
and  Harlem  to  Ghent  and  Bruges  :  for  it  would  re- 
quire many  years  to  fettle  things  there,  and  the  Eng- 
HJh  would  have  opportunity  enough  to  hinder  them 
from  having  any  necefTary  materials,  but  fuch  as  paf- 
fed  through  their  own  hands,  and  their  manufactures 
to  be  tranfported  any  where  but  in  Englijh  bottoms  : 
for  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  them  to  .(top  up  the 
mouths  of  the  ports,  and  to  go  up  the  Schdde,  even 
in  fight  of  Antwerp^  from  whence  nothing  muff  come 
out  but  will  be  taken  by  their  fhips.  By  this  means* 
and  the  notion  I  have  of  their  defigns,  no  nation  in 
the  world,  in  a  few  years  time,  would  have  any  fea- 
men,  fhips,  or  skill  in  maritime  affairs,  bchdes  them* 
felves :  for  Holland  being  entirely  ruined,  the  Dutch 
muft  ferve  on  board  their  fleets,  and  all  the  fhip- 
wrights,  fail-makers  and  rope  makers,  would  be 
obliged  to  go  and  earn  their  living  in  the  fea-port 
towns   of  England  \  and  this  they  would  be  the  more 

T  *  t> 
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our  eyes  to  their  conduit  at  home*  we  fhall 

find 

*  inclined   to  do,  becaufe  there  is  more  wages   given 
£  there,  and  people  live  better.     When  this  noble  and 

*  rich  province,  which,  within  the  extent  of  lefs  than 
€  live  and  twenty  leagues,  contains  eighteen  large  towns, 

*  \and  four  hundred  villages,  of  which  the  Hague  is  the 

*  fineft  in  the  world,  fhall  be  reduced  to  this  fad  plight; 

*  its  then  likely  the  EngUJb  will  turn  their  arms  againft 

*  Denmark^  in   order  to  feize  the  Sundt,  either  by  main 

*  force,  or  rather  fome  treaty,  by  which  they  will  be 

*  willing   to  give  the  King    more  than   the  profit  it 

*  brought  him,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  will  oblige  Nor- 
6  way  to  fell  their  wood  to  no  other  nation  but  the 
c.  Englljh*  The  cities  of  Embden,  Bremen,  Hamburg, 
'  Lubec,  all  the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  and  the  whole 
'  kingdom   of  Sweden,  durft  appear  no  longer  at  fea, 

*  but  under  Englijh  colours ;  and,  perhaps,  the  formi- 

*  dable   republic  will  be   content,    in  confideration  of 

*  her  commiffions  granted   to  them,  to  receive   certain 

*  duties  from  the  goods  (he  allows  them  in  her  name 

*  to  tranfport,  only  along  thefe  northern  parts.  They 
c  will  in  time  fend  a  more  powerful  fleet  to  block  up 

*  the  river  of   L'ljbon,    while   another    fails  to  Brafil, 

*  Guinea,  and  the  Eajl- Indies,  with  a  defign  to  fpare 

*  the  Portugueze  merchants,  and  the  Eajl-India  compa- 

*  nies,  the  labour  of  tranfporting  the  fugars,  filks,  fpi- 
4  ces,  and  other  commodities,  they  come  thither  for, 

*  into  Europe ;  and  if  Spain  pretends  to  fay  any  thing 

*  againft  them,  they  will,  without  any  more  ado,  feize 

*  the  Sir  eights  mouth,  and  fend  an  hundred  and  fifty 

*  fhips  of  war  into  the  Mediterranean)  out   of  which 

*  they  can  very  eafily  drive  the  naval  force  of  the  other 

*  potentates  of  Europe,  were  they  all  joined  together 
6  againft  them.     The  EngVJh  having   in  this  manner 

*  ufurped   the   dominion  of  the   feas,  the   trade  of  all 

*  the    European  nations,   and   part  of    the  reft   of  the 

*  world:    all   the  earth   rnuft  fubmit  to   them,    work 

*  for  no  body  but  them,  and  they'll,  from  time  to 
c  tittle,    come  into   their  ports,    and  fweep  away  all 

2  *  their 
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find  it  equally  admirable.    By  deeds  of  peace 

they 

their  treafure :  every  thing  that  is  rare,  and  all   the 
conveniences  of  life,  produced  either  by  art  or  nature, 
will  be  referved  for  England,  which  will   be  the  only 
country  that   can   purchafe  them,  or  pofTefs  them  of 
their  own.     For,  as  we  fee,  that  fince  the  fettling  of 
trade   in   Holland,  that  province  is  become  the  ftore- 
houfe  for  linnen,  woollen,  and  all  forts  of  manufac- 
tures ;  though   there  is  neither  flax,  wool,  nor,  in   a 
manner,  any  other  commodities  which  they  work  up, 
grows  there,    but  they   muft   fetch  them  from  other 
countries  ;  fo  every  thing  that  England  wants  at  this 
time  will   abound   there,  and  the  beft  artificers  wiljl 
flock  thither  j  in  fo   much,  that,    if  they  would  have 
any  fine  linnen,  or  good  cloth  for   wear,  in   another 
country,  the  flax  and  wool  was  to  be  fent  to  be  ma- 
nufactured   in.  England.     Pray,    confider  then,    what 
vaft  wealth  this  country  muft  acquire  in  lefs  than  fifty 
years  ?  and  how  miferable  muft  the  reft  of  Europe 'be, 
fince  they  can  tranfport  nothing  by  fea,  from  one  na- 
tion to   another,  but  in  Englijh  mips  ?     They  will  al- 
ways have  money  to  receive  in  all  the  ports  they  come 
at,  and  never  leave  any  of  their  own  there  :  what  the 
Englijh  want  they'll   make  compenfation  for,  by  way 
of  exchange,  or  readily  fend  over  into  England  upon 
the  fcore  of  the  manufactures  there  they  have  occafion 
for ;  as  we  have  feen   the  Dutch  EaJI-India  company 
have   pearl  and  precious  ftones,    in  return  for  ibme 
wares  fent  into  thofe  countries,  which  they  got  fitted 
up  at  Amjierdam^  and  then  fold  them  at  a  very  dear 
rate   in  thofe  places  whence  they  were  fir  ft  brought, 
and  where  there  is   not  that  perfection  of  workman- 
fhip   as  there   is  with    us.     Hundreds  of  mips  richly 
laden   will  daily  put  into  the  Thames,  and  other  ports 
of  this  fortunate   ifland  ;  and   the   general  can  fcarce 
ever  lofe    the  light  of  his   forces,  which,  I  may  fay, 
return  evjry  evening  to  lie  at  home;  for  they  ftay  no 
longer  in  foreign  parts  than  to  refrefh  themfelves,  to 
vend  their  goods,  ai:4  to  take  in  new  cargoes.     They 

Tsa^  *  will 
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they  attempted  to  fettle  and  perpetuate  the 

fe- 


c  will  be  no  way  follicitous  of  making  conquefts  by  land, 

*  that  they  may  fave  the  charge  of  maintaining  them, 
c  feeing  they  are  fure  of  reaping  the  profits  of  them ; 
'  neither  will  they  plant  any  colonies,  and  eafe  their 
e  country,  as  populous  as  'tis  grown,  of  the  vaft  mul~ 

*  titudes  that  are  in  it,  becaufe  the  produce  of  all  Eu- 
e  rope  is  confumed  there,  and  their  great  naval  trade 
c  renders  their  ftores  inexhauftible.  In  the  mean  time, 
%  all   the  neighbouring  kingdoms   will,    in    a  manner, 

*  become  like  the  fea  coafts  of  America^  where  our  Eu- 
6  ropeans   trade  :  there   will   be   only   tillage  and  fome 

*  coarfe  manufactures  for  plain  wear,  and  to  ferve  peo- 
e  pie's  neceffities  only  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
£  the  maritime  towns  will  be  no  other  than  the  grana- 

*  lies  and  magazines  of  England.  Thefe  are  my  fen- 
■*  timents  about  this  war,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
■*  fome,  may  feem  romantic,  and  of  kin  to  Utopia^  or 

*  the  Republic  of  Plato ;  efpecially  of  thofe  who  do  not 

*  confider  that  the  wars  that  have  been  waged  for  twen- 

*  ty  years  pad,  I  know  not  under  what  pretences  or  de- 
€  figns,  had  nothing  fo  great  or  fublime  in  them  as  that 

*  which  Cromwell  propofes :  for,  in  reality,  there  is  no- 

*  thing  can  come  up  to  the  thoughts  of*  fubjecling  all  the 
c  earth  to  his  country,  and  rendering  it  the  molt  haugh- 

*  ty  and  ftouriftiing  'ftate  in  the  world.     It  appears  to 

*  me  fo  vaft  and  magnificent  a  thought,  that  there  i* 

*  nothing  in  all  the  conquefts  of  Alexander,  and   the 

*  pomp  of  "all  the  Roman  empire,  that  comes  near  this 
■*  maritime  dominion,  which  I  have  reprefented  to  you. 

*  And  it  feems  to  me  fo  very  feafible,  that,  if  Holland 

*  be  once  ruined,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  too  late  to  pre- 

*  vent  it :  and,  therefore,  I  would  have  all  the  poten- 

*  tates  of  Europe  fake  it  to  heart  in  time;  for,  if  they 

*  do  not  quickly  put  an  end  to  the  war  they  are  en- 
c  gaSe<^  m  on  tne  continent,  we  fhall  run  the  risk,   in 

*  a  few  ages,  of  becoming  perfe£t  barbarians.     For. the, 

*  Engliftt  by  means  of  their  navigation,  will  transfer 

*  aii 
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felicity    and    grandeur   of  the  ftate.     After 

-       •■  the 


'  all  the  politenefs  of  Europe^  together  with  itl  plenty,       ^ 
4  power,    and    conveniences   of  life,    into  their   own  here's  voy- 

4  country  (/£).' 1  have  chofe  to  give  Sarbieris  opi- age  into 

nion  at  length,  not  only  as  it  (hews  us  the  fenfe  men  ^gg^nTdg  p° 
then  had  of  the  defigns,  skill,  and  management  of  this  8v0#    Lond, 
new  republic,  but  as  it  likewife  inftruc"f,s  us  in  the  vaft  1709, 
advantages  of  navigation  and  commerce  to  a  ftate.     For 
nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  they,  who  can  ac- 
quire   the    trade    of  the   world,    will   foon    pofTefs   its 
power,  riches  commanding  every  thing  requrfite  there- 
unto, if  in  the  hands  of  the  wife,  brave  and  induflrious. 
Such  being  the  figure  of  the  Englijh  commonwealth  in 
the  eyes  of  its  neighbours,  we  are  not  to  wonder  that' 
her  friendfhip  was  courted  by  fome  of  the  moft  mighty 
monarchs,  and  that  they  treated  her  with  honour   and 
refpecl:.     Spain>  France^  Portugal   addrefTed    themfelves 
to  her  by  their  agents  and  amballadors,  as  did  Denmark  9- 
Sweden,  the  free  cities  of  Germany^  and  Holland^  parti- 
cularly, in  a  moft  fuppliant  manner.     For  reputation  Is 
power,  and  power  is  ever  attended  with  deference  and 
regard.     I  will  clofe  this  note  with   the  following  ex- 
tract from  another  foreign  writer:  \  The  new  republic, 
'  actuated  by  Cromwell's  extenfive  and  fublime  genius, 
4  procured  England  a  tranquillity  which   it  no  longer 
4  hoped  for,  and  gave  it  a  luftre  which  it  had  not  had 
4'  for  feveral  centuries.     It  had  juft  been  agitated  by  a 

*  moft  violent  tempeft,  and  now  all  was  calm ;  it  had 
4  thought  itfelf  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  was  now  in 
4  condition  to  give  law.     It  is  melancholy,  for  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  virtue,  that  one  of  the  beft  and  greateft  fpec- 
4  tacles,  which  the  annals  of  nations  prefent,  fhould 
4  be  the  work  of  rebellion.  Every  thing  appeared  won- 
4  derful  in  this  revolution.     The  royalifts  conformed  to 

*  a  kind  of  government  ill  adapted  to  their  tempers, 
4  and  difapproved  by  their  confciences.     The  grandees, 

*  accuftomed  to  the  part  of  Iegiflators,  remained  quietly^ 
4  in  the  rank  of  private  fubje&s.    The  Irijh  and  &cots9 

T  3  *  who 
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the  Britijh  dominions  were  brought  wholly 
to  fubmit  to  their  fovereignty,  they  paffed 
an  acft  of  (00)  oblivion,  to  quiet  the  minds 

of 

c  who  had  taken  up  arms,  the  firft  from  an  attachment 
4  to  their  kings,  the  other  to  efface  the  horror  of  their 

*  treachery,  were  unhappily  fubdued.  The  Dutch,  who 
6  had  taken  advantage  of  the  calamities  of  England,  to 
4  ufurp  the  empire  of  the  feas,  were  humbled.  France 
6  and  Spain,  who  had  been  always  rivals,  always  ene- 
4  mies,  meanly  courted  the  friendfhip  of- the  ufurpers. 
4  The  fovereigns,  who  ought  to  have  united  to  revenge 
'  an  outrage,  to.  which  all   kings  were  expofecl,  either 

*  through  fear  or  intereft,  applauded  the  injuftice.     All 

*  Europe  debafed  itfelf,  was  Client,  or  admired  (/).' 

(00)  They  paffed  an  acl  of  oblivion.']  On  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  February,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-one,  the  government  paffed  an  act,  in  titled,  c  A 
4  general  pardon  and  amneitie.'.  The  preamble  deferves 
notice,  and  is  as  follows  :  *  The  parliament  of  England, 
4  having  had  good  experience  of  the  affection  of  the 
s  people  to  this  pfefent  government,  by  their  ready  af- 

*  ffftance  in  the  defence  thereof  again  (I  Charles  Siuart, 
4  fon  of  the  late  tyrant,  and  the  forces  lately  invading 

*  under  his  command  ;  and  being  much  afflicted  with 

*  the  fenfe  of  the  miferable  and  fad  effects  which  the 

*  late  unnatural  war  hath  produced  ;  and  refo.lving,  next 

*  to  the  glory  of  God,    and   the  advancement    of  the 

*  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  make  no  other  ufe  of  the 
c  many  victories  the  Lord,  in  mercy,  hath  vouchfafed 

*  unto  them,  than  a  juft  fettling  of  the  peace  and  free- 
4  dom  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  being  moft  defirous 

*  that  the  minds,  perfons  and   eftates  of  all  the  people 

*  of  this  nation  might  becornpofed,  fettled  and  fecured, 

*  and  that  all  rancour  and  evil  will,  occafioned  by  the 

U)  Abbe  Raynal's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  p.  200, 
Svo.  Lond.  175 1.  See  alfo  the  quotations  from  Sydney  and  Trenchard,, 
*t  the  end,  qj  note  (o)» 

<  Jate 
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of  their  fubje&s,  as  they  before  had  the  na- 
vigation 


e  late  differences,  may  be  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion, 

1  that  (0  the  government,  now  eftablifhed  in  the   way 

c  of  a  free  ftate,  might  be  complied  with,  and  all   the 

c  members  of  it  enjoy  their  juft  and  ancient  rights  and 

*  liberties,  and  the  former  commotions  and  troubles 
c  end  in  a  quiet,  calm  and  comfortable  peace,  have  re- 

*  folved  to  do  what  in  them  lies  for  the  obtaining  and 

*  effecting  thereof,  leaving  the  fuccefs  and  their  endea- 
6  vours  unto  the  blefling  of  God,  and  his  working  upon 
c  the  fpirits  of  thofe  that  are  concerned  herein  :  Be  it 

*  therefore   enaded,*  &c.  (m)     Mx..Ludlbw   attributes W  s™hsV* 

1  rr-         1  f  ..  rt  i ;    1  •  .  ■••  •  f  collections. 

the  pamng  this  act  at  that  time  to  the  ambitious  views  or 
Cromwell  in  part,    and  his  defire  of  ingratiating  himfelf 
with  new  friends  ;  *  the  parliament,  fays  he,  were  pre- 
vailed with  by  the  importunities  of  fome  of  their  own 
members,  and  in  particular  of  general  Crcmwell^  that 
fo  he   might  fortify  himfelf  by  the   addition    of  new 
friends,  for  the  carrying  on  his  deigns,  to  pafs  an  act 
of  general  pardon  and  amnefty  :  whereby,  though  it 
had    thirty- eight  fever-ai   exceptions,    many   perfons, 
who  deferved   to  pay  towards  the   reimburfement  of 
the  publick,  no  lefs  than  thofe   that  had  been  already 
fined,    efcaped  the  punifhment  due   to   their  mifde- 
meanors,  and  the  commonwealth   was  defrauded  of 
'  great   fums  of  money,    by  which   means  they   were 
rendered  unable  to  difcharge  many  juft  debts  owing  to 
fuch  as  had  ferved  them  with  diligence  and  fidelity  [n).'  (n)  VoI«  '• 
In  another  place,  fpeaking  of  the  general's  vifible  change  p  ^°2' 
of  temper  and   behaviour  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter^ 
he  fays,  c  He  now  began  to  defpife  divers  members  of 
4  the  houfe,  whom  he  had  formerly  courted,  and  grew 

*  mofr.  familiar  with  thofe  whom  he  ufed  to  fhew  mod 
c  averfion  to  ;  endeavouring  to  oblige  the  royal  party, 
'  by  procuring  for  them  more  favourable  conditions  than 

*  confifted  with  the  jufticeof  the  parliament  to  grant,  un- 
6  der  colout  of  quieting  the  fpirits  of  many  people,  and 

*  Keeping  them  from  engaging  in  new  difturbances  to 

T  4  4  refcue 
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c  refcue  themfelves  out  of  thofe  fears  which  many  who 
c  had  acted  for  the  King,  yet  Jay  under;  tho',  at  the 
'  fame  time,  he  defigned   nothing,   as,  by  the  fuceefs, 
*  was  moft  manifeft,  but  to  advance  himfelf  by  all  man- 
c  ner  of  means,  and  to  betray  the  great  truft  which  the 
c  parliament  and   the  good  people    of  England  bad  ve- 
to) Vol  H    *  P°^  m  him.     To  this  end  he  prefled  the  a£f.  of  obli- 
pe448.'       *  vion   (o)'     That  the  paffing   an  act.   of  oblivion    in 
itfelf   was  right,    is  m'anif eft- 'from    the  conduct  of  all 
wife  princes   and  (rates  after  civil  commotions;  that  it 
:  is  better,,  on  all  thefe  occafions,  to  incline  to  mercy  than 
feverity,  cannot  well  be  called  in  queftion  1  think;  and 
therefore  Mr.  Ludlow's  cenfure  on  the  act  is  not,  per- 
haps, the  moft  juftly  founded.     That  Cromwell  prefTed 
the  a£t  is  probable.  *  It  became  him  as  a  good  politician, 
confidered   meerly  as  a  member  of  the  parliament :   as 
a  man  of  ambition   and  great  defigns,  it  was  wife  and 
well  judged  ;  nothing  fo  eaftjy  procuring  friends  as  ge- 
nerofity  and  fbrgivenefs  :  though  'tis'  not  at  all  unlikely 
that  natural  temper  had  a  good  fhare  in  all  this  tranf- 
(p)  See       action.     For  he  was  naturally  humane  and  benevolent, 
Thurloe,      ag   appears  from  his  procuring  the  liberty  of  thofe  who 
765. '   '      were  imprifoned  on  account  of  Love's  plot  (p)  ;  by  his 
endeavouring  to  free  the  eftate  of  the  Countefs  of  Arun- 
dell  and  Surry  from  fequeftration,  and  from  his  ufing  his 
power  for  the   obliging   fuch  as  flood  in  need  of  pro- 
fa)  Milton's  tectibn  and  afliflance,  which  was  fo  well  known,   that 
state  pa-      we  find  the  Marchioriefs  of  Ormonde  add reffing  herfelf 
pers,  by       t0   him  for  favour  (£),  though   her   lord  had   publicly 
*t  Hi       treated    his    character   but  fcurvily.     His    fentiments, 
with  refpecl  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with  his  adver- 
faries,  cannot  be  fo  well  reprefented  as  by  a  letter  writ- 
ten  to   his  Ton  Henry  at  Dublin ,  Nov.  21,    1655.- 

*  1   do   believe  there  may  be  fome   particular  perfons, 

*  who  are  not  very  well  pleafed  with  the  prefent  condi- 

*  tion  of  things,  and  may  be  apt  to  fhew  their  difcon- 
'  tent,  as  they  have  opportunity;  but   this  ihould  not 

*  make  too  great  imprelfions  on  you.  Tyme  and  pa- 
&  tience  may  worke  them  to  a  better  frame  of  fpirjt, 
'  and  bring  them  to  fee  that,  which,  for  the  prefent, 
c  feemes  to  be  hid  from  them  $  efpeciallv  if  they  ftall 

4  Yce 
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vigation  (pp)  att  to  increafc  their  wealth 
and  power. 

If 

*  fee  your  moderation  and  love  towards  them,  whilft 

*  they  are  found  in  other  ways  towards  you  ;  which 
c  I  earneftly  defire  you  to  ftudye  and  endeavour  all  that 

*  lyes  in  you,  whereof  both  you  and  I  too  (hall  have 

c  the   comfort,  whatfoever   the  iflue  and  event  thereof      T 
'  be  (r).'     Thefe  feem  to  be  the  fentiments  of  a  hu-  [#.  }  ^oe* 
mane  heart,  and,  probably,  induced  him,  and  the  par-  725. 
liament  in  general,  to  give  eafe  and  reft  to  their  ene- 
mies by  the  act  here  fpoken"  of,  fo  much  to  their  ho- 
nour. 

(pp)  The  navigation  a£f.~\  The  parliament,  from  its 
firft  fitting,  had  been  conftantly  engaged  in  great  af- 
fairs. But  they  mewed  themfelves  equal  to  them, 
though  of  different  kinds.  We  have  feen  them  direct 
the  wars  in  which  they  were  engaged  with  wifdom  and 
prudence.  The  arts  of  peace  they  cultivated,  and  ftrove 
to  raife  the  nation  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory.  How  in- 
duftrious  they  were  their  journals  and  public  acts  yet 
remaining  abundantly  teftify.  We  may  from  them  con- 
clude, that  levees  were  neither  fo  frequent,  or  of  fo  long 
continuance,  as  in  other  periods  of  time  fince,  when 
the  important  bufinefs  of  the  nation  has  been  forced  to 
wait  till  the  minifter  has  been  at  leifure  to  give  his  at- 
tendance in  the  houfe. But  this  by  the  way. 

As  a  maritime  people,  trade  and  commerce  claim  the 
chief  attention  of  the  legislature  of  Britain.  This  the 
parliament  were  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  pafled  the  act, 
intitled,  *  Goods  from  foreign  parts,  by  whom  to  be 

*  imported,'  Ofloher  9,  1651.  The  preamble  is  ihort, 
but  expreflive.  *  For  the  increafe  of  the  fhipping  and 
'  encouragement  of  the  navigation  of  this  nation, 
4  which,  under  the  good  providence  and  protection  of 

*  God,  is  fo  great  a  means  of  the  welfare  and  hhly  of 
«  this  commonwealth,  Be  it  enacted,  &c.'  The  chief 
claufes  in  this  famous  act  are,  that  no  goods  fhall  be 
imported  from  Afia^  Africa^  or  America^  but  in  Engljb 

fhips, 
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If  t®  thefe   vve  add  the  projection  of  an 

union 

(hips,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  fa  id  goods 

and   fhips  :• -nor  from  any  part   of  Europe,    except 

in  fuch  veflels  as  belong  to  the  people  of  that  country, 
of  which  the  goods  are  the  growth  or  manufacture, 
under  the  like  penalty  :—  that  no  falt-fifh,  whale-fins, 
or  oil,  ihould  be  imported,  but  what  were  caught  or 
made  by  the  people  of  England;  nor  no  falt-fifh  to  be 
exported,  or  carried  from  one  port  to  another  in  this 
nation,  but  in  Englijh  veffels,  under  the  like  penalty  : 
but  commodities  from  the  Levant  feas3  the  Eaji- Indies, 
the  ports  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  might  he  imported  from 
the  ufuai  ports  or  places  of  trading  ufed  heretofore, 
though  the  faid  commodities  were  not  the  very  growth 
of  the  faid  places.  This  ac?r  did  not  extend  to  bullion  or 
prize  goods,  nor  to  filk  or  filk  wares  brought  by  land  from 
Italy  to  Offend,  Amfierdam,  Newport,  Rotterdam,  Mid- 
Aleburgk,  provided  the  owners  and  proprietors,  being 
of  the  Englijh  commonwealth,  firft  made  oath  by  them- 
felves,  or  other  credible  witnefs,  that  the  goods  were 
,  .-,  bought  with   the  proceed   of  Englijlj  commodities,  fold 

Ludlow  tells  us,  that  Mr.  St.  John  was  the  principal 

inftrument  to  prevail  with  the  council  of  ftate  to  move 

(t)  Vol.  i.    the  parliament  to  pafs  this  acl:  (r}7     If  fo,  his  memory 

P«  345-       •  ou'>ht  to  hd  dear   to  Englijhmen ;  for  its   utility  was    fo 

apparent,  that,  with  fome    additions    and  explanations, 

.  „      .      it  had  the  fanction  of  the  three  eftates,  at  a  time  when 

(u)  Statutes,  «v  x.it-1  •    n      .       <> 

12  Car.  II.  men  s  prejudices  were  at  the  height  againit  the  trainers 
c.  18,  ig.  of  it  (u).  The  greateft  poffible  proof  of  its  excellency. 
and  13.  c.  ^|r>  QQ£e  jj^jegd  cenfures  this  ac~t  in  the  fevered  terms : 
he  (ays,  '  it  was  the  fecond  ilep  to  the  French  grandeur 
6  by  fea  ;*— — -and   obferves,   c  that  the  ratio  finalis,  or 

*  end  for  which  laws  are  made,  are  ufually  fet  down  in 

*  the   preamble   of  other  acts   of  parliament,    whereas 

*  there  is  none  in  the  a£t  of  navigation.     On  the  con- 

*  trary,'  continues   he,    e  the  Rump   were  fo  hafty  in 
£  'making  this  a£t$  defigned  in  fpight  to  the  Dutch,  that 

1  the 
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the  title  of  it  is  abfurd  and  impofilble  ;  for  the  title  is, 
An  acl  for  encouraging  and  increafing  of  (hipping  and 
navigation/  It  is  impoffible  to  encourage  any  inani- 
mated  body,  as  a  rump,  ilock,  {lone,  dead  horfe,  afs, 
or  fhipping :  its  true,  men  may  be  encouraged  to  in- 
creafe  (hipping  and  navigation,  but  then  it  muft  be 
(I  conceive)  by  one  of  thefe,  ways;  either  by  giving 
money  or  rewards  to  thofe  who  build  fhips ;  or,  by 
increafing  trade,  by >  which  thefe  fhips  may  be  better 
employed  :  and  I  do  not  find  that  ever  the  Rump  gave 
one  groat  to  encourage  this  (hipping  and  navigation.' 
■And,  after  a  great  deal  more  againft  it,  he  con- 


cludes, *  and  fure,  now  its  more  than  time  the  King 
4  and  parliament  would  loofe  the  nation   from  the  i'st- 
i  ters  which  this   acl:  (made  in  hade  and  fpight  againft 
'  the  Dutch*)  by  a  company  of  ufurpers  and  regicides)     . 
4  hath  put  upon  it  ;  not  only  to  our  lofs,  but  as  much 

*  to  the  benefit  of  the  French  as.  well  as  the  Dutch :  and 
4  I  do  fay,  that  this  law  has  been  more  injurious  to  the 
c  Englijh  nation,  than  all  the  injuries  it  hath  received 
4  from  the  French  and  Dutch,  either  in  war  or  peace; 

4  nor   will  it   be  poffible  for  the  nation   to  repair  the  M  Detec- 
6  loiFes  fuftained  by  it,  but  by  repealing  it  (#)/     All  this  a™'  ,^ll 
is  very  high  !  'tis  pleafant,  however,  to  obferve,  that  ag. 
this  author  has  taken  the  title  of  the  acl:  as  new  model- 
led in  the  beginning  of  Charles  IPs  time,  to  (hew  what 
an   abfurd,  ftupid  race   of  animals  thefe    ufurpers   and 
regicides  were.     Had  he  read  it,    as  given  by  the  par- 
liament, he  would  not  have  expofed   himfelf  as   he  has 
here  done.     §\vJofia$  Child  is  an  authority  more  to  be 
regarded  in  matters  of  commerce  than  moll.     His  opi- 
nion, therefore,  I  fuppofe,    will   alone  be   fufficient  to 
fet  aficle  Mr.  Coke's  cenfure.     '  The  acl;  of  navigation/ 
fays  he,  'though   it  have  -fome   things   in   it  wanting.  . 
4  amendment,  deferves  to   be  called   our  (Charta  Jhfa- to  his  it ewL 
4  rltima)  (_y)/     And  again,  4  for  my  own  part,    I  am  of  Difcourfc  of 

*  opinion,    that,  in  relation   to  trade,  (hipping,  profit  Trade\     < 

r  ,  .      .  r     ,  1     •      n  1  n  i2mo.  Lond, 

*  and  power,  it  is  one  or  tne  choiceit  and  rnoifc  pru-  1693, 

*  dent  acts  that  ever   was  made   in  England,  and  with- 

*  out  which  we  had  not  now  been  owners  of  one  half 
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men  c 


(x)  Child 
on  Trade, 
$.91. 


(a)  Vol.  i. 


*  of  the  Shipping,  nor  trade,    nor  employed  one  half  of 
c  the  feamen  which  we  do  at  prefent— -  (z).' 

(Q£L)    ^e  projection   of  an    union   with  Scotland.  J 

*  The  parliament  of  England  being  deiirous,  after  ail 

*  thefe  fucceftes,  fays  Ludlow,  to  convince  even    their 

*  enemies,  that   their  principal  defign  was  to  procure 

*  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  all  that  were  under 

*  their  government,  fent  commiffioners   to  Scotland  to 

*  treat  concerning  an  union  of  that  nation  with  Eng- 

*  land  in  one  commonwealth;  directing  them  to  take 

*  care,  till  that  could  be  effecled,  that  obedience  fhould 
be  given  to  the  authority  of  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England.  The  commifTIoners  ap- 
pointed to  this  end  on  the  part  of  the  parliament, 
were  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  chief  juftice  St.  Johns,  Mr. 
Fevwicke,  major  Salloway,  major-general  Lambert, 
colonel  Titchbom,  major-general  Dean,  and  colonel 
Monk.  This  proportion  of  union  was  chearfully 
accepted  by  the  moft  judicious  among  the  Scots,  who 
well  underftood  how  great  a  condefcenfion  it  was  in 
the  parliament  of  England  to  permit  a  people  they 
had  conquered  to  have  a  part  in  the  legiflative 
power  (a).' The  fame  author,  in   another  place, 

writes  as  follows  :  *  The  parliament  having  refolved 
upon  the  incorporation  of  Scotland  with  the  nation 
of  England  into  one  free  ftace  or  commonwealth, 
and  to  reimburfe  themfelvcs  fome  part  of  that  trea- 
sure they  had  expended  in  their  own  defence  againft 
the  invafions  of  the  Scots,  declared  the  goods  and  lands, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  to  be 
confifcated,  and  alfo  thofe  that  were  poffefled  by  fuch 
perfons  as  had  afiiited  in  the  invafion  of  England  by 
Duke  Hamilton,  in  the  year  1648,  or  had  appeared 
in  arms  Tince,  under  the  King  of  Scots,  in  order  to 
Subvert  the  prefent  government ;  excepting  thofe  who, 
.fince  the   battle  of  Dunbar,  had   abandoned  the  faid 

6  King "of '  Sc ots,  and3  by  their  merits  and  fervices,  had 

*  ren- 
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ment  of  Ireland  before-mentioned  (both  of 

which 


*  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of  favour.  That  all  fuch. 
who  are  not  comprehended  under  the  faid  qualifica- 
tions, and  {hall  concur  with  them  in  their  juft  en- 
terprize,  fnall  receive  the  benefit  of  their  protection, 
and  enjoy  their  liberties  and  goods  equally  with  the 
free  people  of  England.  In  purfuance  of  this  decla- 
ration of  the  parliament,  their  eommiffioners  in  Scot- 
land publifhed  another,  wherein  they  difcharge  from 
conflfcation  all  merchants  and  tradefmen,  who  pof- 
fefs  not  in  land  or  goods  above  the  value  of  five 
hundred  pound?,  and  are  not  prifoners  of  war,  fol- 
diers  of  fortune,  mofs  troopers,  or  fuch  as  have  kil- 
led or  committed  outrages  againft  the  Englijh  foldiers 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  war.  They  al- 
fo  emitted  a  proclamation,  aboltfhing,  in  the  name 
of  the  parliament,  all  manner  of  authority  and  juris- 
diction, derived  from  any  other  power  but  that  of 
the  commonwealth  of  England^  as  well  in  Scotland  as 
in  all  the  ifles  belonging  to  it.  After  this  they  funs- 
moned  the  counties,  cities  and  buroughs,  to  agree 
to  the  incorporation  before-mentioned ;  of  which 
eighteen  of  one  and  thirty  counties,  and  twenty- four 
of  fixty-fix  cities  and  boroughs,  confented  to  fend 
their  deputies  to  the  parliament  of  England^  moft  cf 
the  reft  excufing  themfelves  for  want  of  money  to 
defray  the  expences  of  their  reprefentatives  (b).'     Let(^)  v^  *.  ] 

us  now  hear  Dr.  Gumbley  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  it  P**°2* 
was  no  way  fafhionable,  or,  perhaps,  fafe  to  fay  much 
in    praife   of  the  commonwealth.' *  The    Englijh 

*  pretended  commonwealth  having  reduced   the  whole 
c  nation  of  Scotland  and  Ireland^  they   having  a   great 

*  calm  of  peace  and   tranquility,  they  fell  upon  a  pro- 
c  je£t  (though  prachfed  by  ufurpers,  and  men  who  had 

*  great  fears  becaufe  of  their  great  crimes,  and  of  much. 

*  care  and  diligence,  becaufe  of  their  future  danger  to 

*  be  brought  to  condign  punilhment)  to   unite  all  the 
4  throe  nations  into  one  government,  and  to  meet  in 


c 


one 


r 
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which  fo  much  contributed  to  the  welfare 

of 


'  one  parliament,  a  work  which  they  did  effect  by  the   " 

*  prefent  advantages  of  conquer!,  and  by  a  pretended 
6  confent  of  Come  elected  deputies:  this  union  being  a 
c  work  which  King  James,  of  blelTed  memory,  (ei  on 
6  foot,  and  renewed  by  our  gracious  Sovereign  King 
6  Charles  II.  (whom  God  direct  to  the  conclufion)  an 
6  affair  that  would  as  much  tend  to  the  peace  and   pu- 

*  blique  fecurity  of  all  the  three  nations,  as  any  other 

*  defigne  that  can  be  imagined  ;  but  thefe  men,  like  the 
'  children  of  this  world,  who  were  more  wife  in  their 
'  generation  than  the  children  of  light  and  truth,  who 

*  were  able  by  their  force  then  upon  thefe  conquered 
5  countries;    for   fo   they    were    then   in    appearance, 

*  though,  upon  unjuft  grounds,  they  compelled  them  to 

*  fend  members  to  the  parliament  of  England,  which 
'  not  a  little  advantaged  the  traffick  of  all,  which  is 
c  fince  prohibited,  but,  upon  a  renewed  union,  would 
'  be  confirmed  :  to  gain  this  point,  they  publifhed  an 
c  ac"r,  of  oblivion,  to  forget  all  injuries,  and  forgive  all 
'  hostilities ;  to  imitate  the  fubtil  eftate  of  Athens,  that 
'  firft  gave  the  precedent.- To  this  end  commillioners 

*  from  the  pretended  parliament  were  fent  down  into 
6  Scotland,  amongft  whom  was  general  Monk  (without 

*  whofe  interpofing  little  good  was  to  be  done  in  Scot' 

*  land)  and  though  St.  John,  Vane  and  Salloway,  with 
'  others,  could  talk  more,  yet  none  could  perfwade 
'  that  nation  fo  much  as  he,  who  (though  they  looked 
<  upon  him  in  the  times  of  hofdlity  as  a  fevere  ene- 

*  my)  yet  they  trufted  him  in  this  bufinefs  more  than 
'■"all  the  reft,  and,  upon  giving  them  hopes  of  better 

4  days,    fubmitted   to  the  prefent  neceflities.— Upon 

'•  the  fettling  all  things  there,  according  to  the  will  and 

(c)  Life  of  c  pleafure  of  their  mailers  in  England,  they  returned, 

Monk,  p.    <  and   general  Monk  with  them  (c).' On  examina- 

i7'  fvT^t  tion  of  the  Journals,  and  Mr.   Whit  lock's   Memorials, 

Lone,  10711  .  J  .....  .  .        r> 

who  had  a  great  hand  in  bringing  the  union  with  Scot- 
land to  a  head,  it  appears  that  Ludlow's  account  is,  in 

the 
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of  the  Englifh  nation)    the  new  modelling 

the 


the  main,  pretty  exa&  (d).     However,  the.  parliament  . 
had  not  the  honour  of  finiihing  this  affair.     It  was  re-  jolirn°aeis  0f 
ferved  for  Cromwell \  who,  by  an  adl,  pafTed  April  12,  o&ober  8. 
2654,  intitled,  c  Scotland  made  one  commonwealth  with  2^- and  29« 
c  England,'  fully  accomplished   it.     In  the  preamble  of     s*e 
this  a<£l:  the  proceedings  of  the  commonwealth  are  brief- 
ly recited,  and  it  is  declared,  that  Scotland  and  its  depen- 
dencies   (hall   be    incorporated   with  England r,    and    in 
every  parliament,   to  be  held  fucceflively,  thirty  perfons 
fhall  be    called    from,  and  ferve  for  Scotland.     By  this 
acl:   kingfhip  was  abolilhed  there;   the  arms  of  Scotland 
were  to  be  borne  with  the  arms  of  the  Englijb  common- 
wealth ;  fervitude  and  vaflalage  taken  away.     Superio- 
rities, lordfhips,  and  jurifdidtions  aboliihed,  and  the  he- 
ritors freed  from   all  military  fervice,  and  all  forfeitures  (<?)  Scobel's 
fall  to  the  lord  prote&or  for  the  time  being  (<?}.     Thefe,  ^lledlions. 
with  many  other  things,  were  enacled,  tending  to  de- 
stroy the  tyranny   and  power  of  the  great  men  in  that 
kingdom,  and  render  the  people  more  eafy  and  happy. 
Mr.    Dalrymple,    fpeaking    of  the    jurifdi&ions  of   thQ 
Scotch,  fays,  c  Cromwell  had  enough  of  the   monarch  to 

*  fee  how  inconsistent  thefe  private  jurifdi&ions   were, 

*  either  with  the  interefl  of  the  fupream  power,  or  the 

*  fafety  of  the  people  ;  but  he  had  too   much  of  the  ty- 
'  rant,  to  think  of  making  any  reparation   to  the  pri- 

c  vate  proprietors,  from  whom  he  took  their  jurifdic-  (yj  Hiftory 
4  tions,  but  to   whom  he  gave  nothing  in  return   t/\V  of  Feudal 
What  the  wifdom  of  monarchs  has   been  hiftory  will  ProHerty> 

,     n      ,  .1  1         r     %  -V,  '.     P-  294-  8vo. 

belt  determine;  how  much  or  the  tyrant  appeared  in  Lond.  1757. 
taking  away  thefe  jurifdiclions  is  not  fo  very  certain. 
That  they  were  inconfiflent  with  the  fupream  power, 
or  the  fafety  of  the  people,  were  reafons  abundant  for 
their  abolition.  For  no  private  intereft  ought  ever  to  be 
regarded  that  (rands  in  competition  with  thefe.  That 
he  gave  nothing  to  the  private  proprietors  might  be,  be- 
caufe  they  merited  nothing  from  his  hands.  They  had, 
almoit  all  of  thc_m>  Cavaliers  and  Prefbyterians,  oppofed 

the 
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the    reprefentation  in   parliament  (rr)>    of 

the 


the  EngUJh  government ;  they  had  invaded  the  Englijk 
territories,  and  put  the  government  to  great  charges,  and 
were  known,  mofl  of  them,  to  be  fill],  in  their  hearts, 
addicled  to  the  race,  from  whom,  and  for  whom,  they 
had  fuffered  fo  much.  Could  thefe  men  then  expeel: 
any  favour,  any  reward  from,  his  hands  r  That  the 
jurifdiclions  were  in  the  hands  of  enemies,  and  fup- 
ported  their  power,  had  been  caufe  fufficient  to  wreft 
thefe  from  them.  So  that,  by  this  learned  gentleman's 
leave,  tyranny  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  Cromwell  on  this 
account,  but  his  policy,  and,  indeed,  humanity,  ought 
to  be  applauded,  who  difarmed  a  fet  of  petty  tyrants, 
and  gave  freedom  to  thefe  who  had  groaned  long  under 
vaiTalage  and  chains.  / 

(rr)  New  modelling  the  reprefentation  in  parliament.] 
At  what  time  the  commons  began  to  have  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  is  none  of  my  bufinefs  to  enquire. 
Thofe  who  deilre  information  niuft  confult  our  hifto- 
rians  and  antiquaries,  efpecially  Prynne,  and  Petyt,  men 
of  vaft  diligence  and  erudition.  Suffice  it  here  to  fay, 
that  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  third  they  were  pofTefTed 

of  it. The  advantages  of  this  reprefentation  are  well 

known.  The  houfe  of  commons  has  frequently  afTerted 
the ,  liberties  of  the  nation,  framed  good  laws,  brought 
to  punimment  bad  minifters,  and  hindered  the  intro- 
duction of  defpotifm,  to  which  fome  of  our  princes 
kave  been  but  too  much  inclined.  It  has  been  the  aim 
therefore  of  thefe  to  influence  the  electors  in  their  choice 
of  members,  and  to  bribe,  to  flatter,  to  menace,  and 
terrify  them  when  chofen,  from  adhering  to  the  inte- 
reffo  of  their  country  and  condiments.  The  fmall  bo- 
roughs being  molt  eafily  led  by  the  agents  of  princes 
and  their  minifters,  were  from  time  to  time  privileged 
with  the  choice  of  members,  efpecially  If  in  any  good 
degree  dependant  on  the  crown,  whereby  it  came  to 
pafs  that  the  majority  was  generally  under  court  influ- 
ence, and  dire&ed  by  the  will  of  the  fovereign,  or  his 

fa- 
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the   people  of  the    kingdom  of  England,  fo 

much 


favourite   for  the  time  being.     This  was  an  inconveni- 
ence which    had    long    been  felt,  but  was  almoft  im- 
.  poffible  to  be  remedied  in  the  common  courfe  of  things. 
But  when  the  conftitution  was  broken,  when  the  power 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  lords  was  abolifhed,  and  there 
was  a  neceflity  for  great  alteration  in  the  frame  of  the 
government,  one  of  the  firfl:  things  that   was  propofed 
to  the  confideration   of  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
wealth of  England  was  a  more  equal  reprefentative.    This 
was  contained  in  a  '  Petition  from  his  excellency  Tho- 
mas  Lord  Fairfax,  and  the  general  councel  of  officers  of 
the  army,  to  the  honourable  the  commons  in  parliament 
aflembled,  concerning  the  draught  of  an   agreement  of 
the  people   for  a   frcure  and    prefent   peace,    by  them 
framed    and   prepared,'    prefemed  ^January  20,     1649, 
N.  S.     The  agreement   was    offered   to  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  houfe  firft,  and  then  to  every  man  without 
doors,  to  fubicribe  it,  to  whofe  judgment  it  was  agree- 
able.    In  this  they  fay — c  Since  our  former  oppreffions* 

*  and  not  yet  ended  troubles,    have    been  occasioned, 
6  either  by  want  of  frequent  national  meetings  in  coun- 

*  eel,  or  by  the  undue  or  unequal  conftitution  thereof^ 

*  or  hy  rend  ring   thefe   meetings  unefFeclual  :    we  are 

*  fully  refolved,  God   willing,  to  provide,  that  hereaf- 
6  terour  reprefentatives  be  neither  left  to  an  uncertainty 

*  for  time,  nor  be  unequally  conftituted,  nor  made  ufe- 

*  lefs  to  the  ends  for  which  they  are  intended.     In  order 
'   whereunto  we  declare  and  agree, 

'  1.  That  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniences,  ap« 
c  parenily  arifing  from  the  long  continuance  of  the  fame 
c  perfons  in  fupream  authority,  this  prefent  parliament 
'  end  and  difLlve  upon,  or  before  the  latt  day  of  April, 

*  1649. 

*  2.  That  the  people  of  England  (being  at  this  day 
c  very   unequally    diftributed,    by  counties,  cities,  and 

*  burroughs,   for    the  election    of  their  reprefentatives) 
s  be  indifFcreiHly  proportioned,  and  to  this  end,  that  the 

U  6  repre- 


29o  THE    LIFE     OF 

much    aeeded    and    approved,    though  left 

unfi- 


s  reprefentative  of    the  whole   nation   fhall   confiff.  of 

*  four  hundred  perfons,  or  not  above ;  and  in  each 
6   county,  and  the   places  hereto  fubjoined,  there  fhall 

*  be  chofen,  to  make  up  the  faid   reprefentative  at  all 

*  times,  the  feveral  members  here  mentioned. '-««- — Then 
follows  the  number  of  each  county,  with  the  bur- 
roughs, towns  and  parifhes  therein,  except  fuch  as 
were  under  particularly  named. 

It  is  obfervable  that  in  the  fcheme  for  a  new  repre- 
fentative, the  little  burroughs    were  wholly  deprived  of 
the  liberty   of  fending  members,  any  otherwife  than  as 
they  had  votes  in  common  for  the  county,  though  fame 
of  the  opulent   towns  and    cities  had  the  priviledges  of 
fending  one  or  more  according  to  the  number  and  riches 
of  the  inhabitants.     Thus  for  inftance,  the  county  of 
Cornwall^  with  the  boroughs,  towns,  and  parifhes  there- 
in, were  to   fend  eight;  the  county  of  Devon  with  the 
boroughs,  towns  and  parifhes  were  to  have  twelve,  be- 
fides   Exeter,  which   were  to  chufe  two,  Plymouth  two, 
and  Barnflabti  one.     Wilts 9  including  one  for  Sali/btiry, 
eight;  the  Cinque   Ports  three,  &c.     But  on  the  con- 
trary, the  county  of  Middle/ex  were  to  chufe  four  ;  the 
city   of  London   eight,  the   city    of  Wejlminjler  and   the 
dutchy  two,  befides  Southward,  which  had  two  allotted 
for  it  likewife.     Many  rules  relating  to  the  choice  and 
regulation  of  the  reprefentative  were  recommended,  as 
4  That  of  courfe   it  fhould  bechofen  every  two  years ; 
c  that  no  member  of  any  councel  of  flate,  nor  any  of- 
c  ficer  of  any  falary,  forces    in    the  army,  or  garrifon, 
c   nor   any   treafurer  or    receiver  of    publique  moneys, 

*  {hall,  while  fuch,  be  elected  to  be  of  a  reprefenta- 
c  tive  ;  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  members  be  always 
'  prefent  at  each  fitting  of  the  reprefentative  at  the  paf- 
'  ling  of  any  law,  or  pairing  any  act,  whereby  the  peo- 
4  pie  are  to  be  bound ;  that  in  each  interval  betwixt 
'  biennial  reprefentatives,  the  councel   of  flate   (which 

*  was  to  bechofen 'by  parliament,  and  to  continue -till 

'  the 
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unfiniflied   by  them;  their    attempts   to   re- 
form 


*  the  tenth  day  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  repre- 
'  Tentative  for  the  management  of  publique  affairs)  in 
6  cafe  of  imminent  danger  or  great  necefiity,  may  fum- 
mon  a  reprefentative  to  be  forthwith  chofen  and  to 
meet ;  fo  as  the  feflion  thereof  continue  not  above 
fourfcore  days,  and  fo  as  it  diflblve  at  lean:  fifty  days 
before  the  appointed  time  for  the  next  biennial  repre- 
fentative.  With  regard  to   the  power  given  to  the 

reprefentative,  it  was    declared   that  though    the  fu- 
pream  trufb  was  to  be  inverted  with  them  for  the  pre- 
fervation  and   government   of   the   whole,  yet  many 
things  ought  not  to  be  left  in  their  power :  particularly 
preffing  men  to  ferve  in  war  either  abroad  of  at  home, 
unlefs  in  the  way  of  training  and  exercifing  them  in 
order  to    repel   foreign    invasions,    or  quell  interline 
commotions;    invalidating   fecurities    given   or  to    be 
given  on  the  publique  faith  ;  exempting  any  perfons 
from  fubjection  to  the  laws,  or  giving  judgment   on 
any  man's  perfon  or  eflate,   where  no  law  hath  before 
provided.'     It  was  alfo   added,  c  That   no  reprefen- 
tative may  in   any   wife  render  up,  or  give,  or  take 
away  any  the    foundations  of  common  right,  liberty 
and  fafety  contained  in  the  agreement  ;  nor  level  mens 
eftates,  deftroy  propriety,    or  make   all   things  com- 
mon: and   that    in    all   matters  of  fuch    fundamental 
concernment,     there  fhall   be  a  liberty  to  particular 
members  of  the  faid  representatives  to  enter  their  dif- 
fents  from  the   major  voice.' -With   refpecl  to  re- 
gion, they  deiired,  6  That   the   chriftian    religion  be 
held  forth  and  recommended  as  the  publick  profefMon 
in  the  nation;  that  publick  teachers  might  be  main- 
tained by  the  reprefentatives  out  of  the  publick   trea- 
fury,  not   by  tythes,   provided   that   popery  or  prelacy 
be  not  held  forth  as  the  publick  way  or  profeffioh   in 
this  nation.     It  was  moreover  added,  that  to  the  pub- 
lick   profefTion  fo   held    forth,   none  be  compelled    by 
penalties  or  otherwife  ;  and  that  fuch  as  profefs  faith 

U  2  '  in 
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fofrn   the   abufes  of  the  law,  and  their  en- 
acting 

*  in  God   by  Jefus  Chrift,  (however  differing  in  judg- 

c  ment  from  the  doclrine,  discipline  or  worfbip  pubiick- 

s  iy  held  forth)  (hall  not  be  retrained  from,  but  mall 

4  be  protected  in  the  profeffion  of  their  faith,  and  ex- 

6  ercife  of  their  religion  according  to  their  confciences 

6  in  any  place  (except  the  places  fet  apart  for  the  pub- 

6  lick  worfhip,  which  without  leave  they  were  not   to 

'  make  ufe  of)    fo  as  they  abufe  not  this  liberty  to  the 

ftc.4t0.L0n-  '  c'v^  injury  of  others,  or  to  the  actual  difturbance  of 

don  printed    c  the  publick  peace  (g).'     The  officers  who  prefented 

for  John       ^jg  petition  and  agreement  were  thanked  by  the  Speaker 

J5  a  rtn  d  p  c         -  '    o  j  l 

&c.  1649.     m  tne  name  of  tne  houfe,  and  told  withall  that  it  mould 
be  taken  into  confederation   with  all  convenient  fpeed. 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered  by  them  to  be    printed. 
According  to  their  promife,  the  houfe  fell  very  feriouily 
to  confider  this   propofal   for  a  new  representative.     A 
committee  was  appointed,   May  15  following,  for  this 
purpofe  ;  and  on  the  9th  of  January,    1649,  O.  S.   Sir 
Henry  Vane  junior   reported   from  the  committee   their 
proceedings,  and  their  votes,  as  heads,  to  be  the  grounds 
of  the  debate  of  the  houfe.      Thefe  contained  the  num- 
bers each  county  were  to  fend  to  parliament,  formed  on  - 
the  plan   in    the  agreement    of  the   people,  though  in 
many  inftances  differing  from  it,  but  yet  proportioned 
in  fuch  a   mannner  as  to  be  apparently  for   the  public 
f^y  See  Tout-  g°o°?  and  preferable    to  what   had  before  been- made 
.njlof'Jan.  9,  ufe   of  (h).     In  confequenee  of  this  report,  it   was   re- 
16,9.  And  f0]vecj  by  tjie  parliament,  that  the  number  of  perfons, 
taryHiftory,  tnat  ^a^  he  elecled  for  the  commonwealth,  to  fit  and 
vo).  xix.  p.  ferve  in  parliament  for  this  nation,  as   members  thereof, 
2-*5«  {hall  not  exceed  four  hundred.     The  committee  had  re- 

folved  alfo,  that  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe  fhould  be 
known  whether  there  ffoould  be  a  particular  diftributiorx 
of  the  faid  proportions  upon  feveral  places  within  each 
refpeclive  county.  And  moreover,  that  the  right  of 
electing  and  fending  of  members  to  parliament  for  ever, 
according  to  the  faid  proportions  refpe&ively  be  granted 

and 
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and  confirmed  by  act  of  the  then  parliament.  That  in 
the  faid  act  there  be  prefented  the  manner  how  the  faid 
elections  fhall  be  made,  together  with  the  qualifications 
of  the  electors  and  elected,  with  fome  other  heads  to 
{frengthen  and  confirm  thefe  new  regulations.  But  only 
the  number  to  ferve  in  parliament  was  now  determined, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  report  was  referred  to  a  grand 
committee  of  the  houfe,  to  take  into  conilderation  the 
feveral  heads  reported,  according  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred  ;  and  upon  their  debate,  to  prepare  a  bill,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  houfe.  Accordingly  we  find  in  the 
journals  that  on  every  Wednejday  following,  till  the  dif- 
ferences with  Scotland  broke  out  into  a  war,  the  houfe 
in  a  grand  committee  fat  and  debated  on  this  important 
fubjecl,  and  had  not  entirely  finished  it,  when  a  period 
was  put  to  ,their  fitting  in  the  manner  we  (hall  foon  fee. 

-It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  had  the  parliament  finifhed 

their  plan,  it  would  have  been  truly  excellent.  As  it 
is,  it  appears  capable  of  being  rendered  greatly  ufeful, 
when-ever  a  fet  of  men  of  wifdom  and  fortitude  fhall 
arife  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That  this  is  not  too 
high  an  encomium  on  the  parliament's  fcheme  for  a 
new  reprefentation,  will  appear  from  that  part  of  the 
inurnment  of  government  fubfcribed  by  Cfomwell^  on 
his  aiTuming  the  protectorate,  relating  to  the  fummon- 
ing  and  electing  of  parliaments  \  which  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  was  framed  by  the  grand  committee  above-mention- 
ed, though  the  houfe  had  not  time  to  pafs  it  into  a 
law.  It  is  too  long  to  be  given  here,  but  the  curious  (0  P-  57** 
may  find  it  in  IVhittock  (/),  and  without  doubt  will  wifh  l}  )S  l°}f. 

c  J.  .      ,         r™  w'  c     .  n.  found  alfo  in 

ror  its  revival.      1  he  rotten  part  of  the  constitution,  as  other  wri- 
I  think    Burnet  fomewhere    calls   our  fmall    boroughs,  ters. 
would  then  be  incapable  by  their  venality  and   corrup- 
tion, of  doing  the   rnifchief  they  fometimes  have   done, 
to  themfelves,  their  reprefentatives,  and   the  public. — 
:  Among  the  alterations   recjuifite  to    be  made   on  the 
c  Britlfh   government,  in   order  to  bring  it  to  the  mod 
'  perfect   model   of  limited  monarchy,   fays  Mr.  Humc9 
'  the   plan  of  the    republican    parliament  ought   to   be 
*  reftored   by  making   the  reprefentation  equal,  and  by 
4  allowing  none  to  vote   in  the  county  elections,  who 

.    U  3  <  pot 
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a&ing  all  law  (ss)  proceedings  to  be  in  the 

Englijh 

{£)  Political  c  poflefs  not  an  hundred  a  year  (k).'  This  reftriclion 
Effays,  p.  appears  not  at  all  to  have  entered  into  the  thoughts  of 
3g?«  J2mo#  the  parliament.  An  eftate  real  or  perfonal  of  two  hun- 
j.  rZ,  '  dred  pounds  in  value,  was  the  qualification  for  an 
elector,  in  the  inflrument  of  government  above  men- 
tioned. 

(ss)  Their  attempts  to  reform  the  law,  and  enacting  all 
law  proceedings  to  be  in  the  Englifh  tongue.']  The  tedi- 
oufnefs  and  expenfivenefs  of  law  proceedings  have  long 
been  the  fubjecl  of  complaint,  as  well  as  that  glorious 
uncertainty  of  the  law,  which  has  been  often  boafted  of 
with  high-glee  by  fome  of  its  profefFors.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted  but  the  flow  and  prolix  procefs  of  the  law 
ibmetimes  preferves  the  unwary  or  unfkilful  from  being 
furprized,  and  affords  the  fairer  opportunity  to  bring 
truth  to  light,  or  give  relief  to  the  opprefled  :  but  whe- 
ther thefe  advantages  are  not  outweighed  by  the  vexa- 
tion, trouble  and  expence  necefTarily  incurred  thereby, 
thofe  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  engaged  in  it, 

can  beft  determine.- As  early  as  the  year  1646,  the 

parliament  was  addrefTed  on  this  Subject,  in  the  follow- 
ing words  :  4  Yee  know,  the  laws  of  this  nation  are 
c  unworthy   a  fiee   people,    and  deferve    from   firft   to 

*  lad,  to  be  confidered,  and  feriouily  debated,  and  re- 
c  duced  to  an  agreement  with  common  equity,  and 
'  right  reafon,  which  ought  to  be  the  form  and  life  of 

*  every  government.  Magna  Chart  a  itfelf  being  but  a 
e  beggarly  thing,  containing  many  marks   of  intollera- 

*  ble  bondage,  and  the  laws  that  have  been  made  fince 
•                  *  by  parliaments,  have  in  very  many  particulars  made 

*  our  government  much  more  oppreflive  and  Intollera- 

*  ble.  The  Norman  way  for  ending  of  controversies,  was 

*  much  more  abufive  than  the  Englifh  way,  yet  the  Con- 

*  queror,  contrary  to  his  oath,  introduced  the  Norman 
4  laws,  and  his  litigious  and  vexatious  way  amongft  us  ; 

*  the  like  he  did  alfo  for  pur.ifhment  of  malefactc  rs, 
s  controvertles   of   all   natures  having   before  a   quick 

4  and 
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Englifi  tongue;  their   feeking  out,  employ- 
ing 

c  and  final  difpatch  in  every  hundred.  He  erecled  a 
€  trade  of  judges  and  lawyers,  to   fell  juflice  and  in- 

*  juftice  at  his  own  unconicionable  rate,  and  in  what 
c  time  he  pleafed  j  the  corruption  whereof  is  yet  re- 
<•  maining  upon  us,  to  our  continual  impoverishing  and 
c  moleftation ;  from  which  we  thought  you  mould  have 

*  delivered  us  *.'- -In  the   copy  of  a    very  valuable 

manufcript  paper,  formerly  belonging  to  colonel  Saun- 
ders of  Derby/hire^  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe,  writ- 
ten about  the  end  of  the  year  1647  >  among  many  other 
excellent  propofals  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  firm  and 
prefent  peace,  is  the  following.  '  That  the  huge  vo- 
4  lumes  of  ftatute  laws  and  ordinances,  with  the  penal- 
c  ties  therein  impofed,  as  well  corporal  as  pecuniary, 
c  be  well  revifed  ;  and  fuch  only  left  in  force,  as  mall 
c  be  found  fit  for  the  commonwealth,  efpecially  that 
c  mens  lives  be  more  precious  than  formerly,  and  that 
'  lefTer  punifhments  than  death,  and  more  ufeful  to  the 
c  publick  be  found  out  for  final  ler  offences  :  That  ?M 
c  laws,  writs,  commiflions,  pleadings,  and  records  be 
4  in    the  Englijh   tongue  -,    and  that  proceedings  be  re- 

*  duced  to  a  more  certain  charge,  and  a  more  expedi- 
c  tious  way  than  formerly  :  That  no  fees  at  all  be  exutled 
'  of  the  people  in  courts  of  juftice  •>  but  that" 'the  publick 
c    minijlers  of  flat  e  be    wholly  maintained  cut  of  the  pub- 

c  lick   treafury! In   the  petition  of  the  lord  general 

and  officers  mentioned  in  the  preceeding  note,  we  find 
among  other  things  noticed,  as  worthy  to  be  provided 
for  by  parliament,  *  The  removing  or  reforming  of 
c  evils  or  inconveniences  in  the  prefent  laws,  and  ad- 
c  miniftrations  thereof,  the  redrefle  of  abufes,  and  fup- 
4  plying  of  defects  therein,  the  putting  of  all  the  laws 
4  and  proceedings  thereof  into  the  Englijh  toiigue,  the 
'  reducing  of  the  courfe  of  law  to  more  brevity  and  lefs 

*  Remonfhance  of  many  thoufano'  citizens  and  other  frchorn  peo;  ]c 
of  England  to  their  own  houfe  of  commons,  occafionej  by  the  imprifcn«" 
ment  of  John  Lilburn,  /,.to.  wit  I  o  it  name  or  place. 

U  4  «  charge, 
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ing  and  rewarding  the  bed    pens  for  writ- 
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€  charge  (/).'  Thefe  perfons  feem  not  to  have  con- 
curred in  judgment  with  Lord  Coke,  who  tells  us,  '  The 

*  law  is  the  perfection  of  reafon  ;'  c  That  the  law  is 
c  nothing  elfe  but  reafon  ;  and   that    if  all    the  reafon 

*  that  is  difperfed  into  fo  many  feveral  heads  were  united 
s  into  one,  yet  could  he  not  make  fuch  a  law  as  the 
6  law  of    England   is,    becaufe  by   many   fucceffion  of 

ages  it  hath  been  fined  and  refined  by  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  grave  and  learned  men,  and  by  long  experi- 
ence grown  to  fuch  a  perfection,  for  the  government 
of  this  realm,  as  the  old  rule  may  be  tru]y  verified  of  i 
it,  "Neminem  oportet  ejfe  fapientlorem  legihus  :  No  man 
(cut  of  his  own  private  reafon)  ought  to  be  wiftr  than 
the  law,  which  is  the  perfection  of  reafon  (m)f 
However  this  may  be,  the  parliament  being  urged  by 
feeming  confederations  of  public  utility,  on  ^January  20, 
1651,  appointed  «  A  committee  to  take  into  confede- 
ration what  inconveniences  were  in  the  law,  how  the 
mifchief  that  grows  from  delays,  the  chargeablenefs 
and  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  the  law  may 
be  prevented,  and  the  fpeedieft  way  to  prevent  the 
fame.'  No  great  matters  however  followed  from  this 
committee,  by  reafon  of  the  hurry  of  the  times,  and 
the  oppofition  of  the  lawyers,  who  were  full  of  Lord 
Coke's  opinion  concerning  the  perfeclion  of  the  laws  of 
England,  as  gentlemen  of  that  profeflion,  for  the  moft 
part,  will  always  be ;  for  as  they  then  and  now  fbnd, 
they  are  the  means  of  procuring  preferments,  titles,  ai.d 
miniderial  edates.  Can  we  wonder  then  they  have  vin- 
dicators,   admirers  and    applauders  ? A  little  before 

the  parliament  palled  an  act,  '  That  all  the  books  of  the 
$  law  (hould    be  put   into  Englijh  ;  and   that  all  writs, 

*  procefs,  and  returns  thereof,  and  all  patents,  com- 
4  millions,  indictments,  judgments,  records,  and  all 
c  rules  and  proceedings  in  courts  of  juftice  fliould  be  in 

*  the  EngUJh  tongue.     It   was   moreover  enacted,  that 

*  they  (hould  be  written  in  an  ordinary,  ufual  and  Fegi— 

4  ble 
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ing  (tt)   in  behalf  of  liberty,  civil  and  re- 
ligious s 

*  ble  hand  and  character,  and  not  in  any.  hand  com- 
4  monly  called  court  hand.'  This  a6t  does  great  ho- 
nor to"  the  parliament,  and  is  an  argument  of  their 
good  fenfe,  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  amazing  (o  go«d  a  law  fhould  not  have  been 
continued  by  proper  authority  after  the  reiteration ! 
But  it  was  generally  a  fuincient  reafon  then  to  d'dufe  a 
thing,  though  ever  fo  good  in  itfelf, ,  that  it  had  been 
enacted  by  an  ufurped  power.  Of  fuch  fatal  confe- 
quences  are  prejudices  !  But  thanks  be  to  God  !  we 
have  feen  the  time  when  this  meft  excellent  ordinance 
has  been  again  revived,  and  received  the  fan6iion  of 
the  whole  legiflature. — — It  has  indeed  been  question- 
ed, i  Whether  a  noble  dead  language,  which  has  faf- 
c  fered  no  variation  in  it  for  above  thefe  thoufand  years 

6  laft  paft,  is  not  better  to  preferve  records  in    than  fo  rn)  pariia: 

6  flux  a  one  as  Englijh  («)/ For  my    own   part,  I  mentary 

fhould   think   not:    unlefs  the  uncertain   good    of  very  I1lftcry,vo1* 
diftant   pofterity,  is   to  be  preferred   to  our  own  prefent  X1X*  P' 439> 

real  advantage,  which  I  imagine  few  will  fay. But 

to  go  on — *  How  much  were  it  to  be  wifhed,  that  a 
6  committee  of  wife  and  prudent  perfons  were  once 
1  more  employed  to  revife,  amend  and  abridge  our  laws  ! 
c  That  we  might  know  ouifelves  how  to  a£f,  and  not 

*  be  neceflitated  to  make  ufe  of  thofe,  who  (we  are  fen- 
6  fib'le)  live  on  our  fpoils. — But  much  is   it  to  be  feared, 

<  that  our  adverfaries  will  be  too  hard  for  us,  and   that 

*  we  fnall  be  obliged,  for  a  time  at  lead,  to  fubmit  to 
'  their  yoke.  But  whenever  the  fpirit  of  true  patrio- 
c  tifm  (hall  generally  poilefs  the  minds  of  our  fenators, 

*  I  doubt  not,  but  they  will  apply  themfelves  to  ourde- 

<  liverance  in  good  earned,  and  bring  it  to  perfection,  (o)  Hiftorl, 
«  (as  it  was  long  ago  done  in  Denmark,  and  more  lately  calandCrI« 
«  in  Prujffi)  inafmuch  as  the  happinefs  of  the  conimu.^f 

*  nity  abfolutely  depends  thereon  (o).'  Hugh  Pe- 

(tt)   "Their  fee  king  out9  and  rewarding  the  b?fl  pens,tcrs>  note 
&c]     There  have    been  few  governments  deflate  of[^d f8^i, 
1  wri- 
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ligious;  the  application  of  the  large  church 

reve- 

writers  to  defend  and  applaud  their  meafures.  For,  to 
the  difgrace  of  letters,  venal  pens  in  all  ages  have  been  in 
plenty.  Hence  it  has  come  to  pafs  that  panegyrics  have 
hetn  made  on  the  worff.  meafures  and  administrations, 
even  by  men  who,  in  their  hearts,  defpifed  them.  It 
is  no  way  furprizing  therefore  that  the  parliament  fhould 
have  had  writers  on  their  fide :  their  power  and  wealth 
would  account  for  this.  But  that  they  fhould  have 
fearched  out  and  found  men  of  real  abilities  to  undertake 
their  caufe,  and  do  juftice  to  their  actions,  mull  have 
arofe  only  from  their  own  judgment  and  liberality. 
The  works   of  Milton  are  well  known.     They  are  an 

honor  to  himfelf,  his  caufe  and  his  employers.' — - 

4  The  Tenure  of  Kings  and  MagiftrateiJ  was  written  to 
prove,  4  That  it  is  lawful,  and  hath  been  held  fo 
through  all  ages,  for  any,  who  have  the  power,  to  call 
to  account  a  tyrant,  or  wicked  King,  and  after  due 
conviclion  to  depofe,  and  put  him  to  death  ;  if  the  or* 
dinary  magiftrate  have  neglected,  or  denied  to  do  it.'— 
In  a  noble  ffrain  it  is  here  faid,  c  None  can  love  free- 
4  dom  heartily,  but  good  men ;  the  reft  love  not  free- 
€  dom,  but  licence ;  which  never  hath  more  fcope,  or 
c  more  indulgence  than  under  tyrants.'  His  Icono- 
clafles  was  undertaken  in  the  behalf  of  liberty  and 
the  commonwealth,  as  was  his  anfwer  to  Salmajius  alio, 
(pyProfe  by  the  appointment,  as  he  fays,  and  not  without  the 
Works,  p.  approbation  of  the  civil  power  (p).  The  parliament 
&9'  rewarded  him  with  a  thoufand  pound   for  this  laft  per- 

formance, and  made  him  their  Latin  fecretary,  by  which 
they  obtained  a  never-dying  fame.  For  his  date  letters 
written  in  that  language,  exceed  beyond  comparifon  any 
thing  of  that  kind  extant.  We  are  not  to  wonder 
therefore  that  Milton's  reputation  was  high  both  at 
(^Richard-  home  and  abroad  ;  or  that  he  was  vifited  and  invited  by 
fon's  Life  of  forejgn  ambaffadors    at  London,  not  excepting 'thofe  of 

^lg"oP'    crowned  heads  (q). He  was  worthy    of  the  honor. 

L0nd.j734.F0r5  *  as  he  looked  upon  true  and  abfolute  freedom  to 

8  «  be 
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revenues  taken  from  the  bifhops,  deans  and 

chap- 
be  the  greatefl  happinefs  of  this  life,  whether  to  fo- 
cieties  or  fingle  perfbns,  So   he  thought  conftraint  of 
any  fort  to  be  the  utmoif.  mifery ;  for  which  reaSon  he 
ufed    frequently  to  tell  thofe  about  him  of  the  intire 
Satisfaction   of  his  mind,  that  he  had  conftantly  em- 
ployed  his   ftrength  and  faculties  in  the  defence  of  li- 
berty, and  in  direct  oppofition    to  ilavery.     And   his 
averfion    to   monarchy,  as  he  told  his   friend   Sir  Ro- 
bert   Hoivard,  was    heightened  by   this  consideration,  ,%  ^ 
that  the  trappings  of  it  might  Support  an  ordinary  com-  by  Dr. ' 

monwealth   (r).' It  is  afferted  on  good  authority,  Birch,  p. 

That  Milton  was   allowed  a  weekly  table  by  the  par-  **  hlsTtaSi 
liament,  for  the   entertainment  of  foreign  minifters.  Works, 
efpecially  fuch  as  come  from  proteftant  States,  and  for 
the   learned  :  which  allowance  was  alfo  continued  by 

Cromwell  *.'     How  noble  the  example. Martha- 

mont  Needharn,  who  had  written  Mtrcurius  Pragmaticus 
ao-ainft  the  parliament,  was  not  only  pardoned  by  them, 
but  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Wood,  by  promifes   of  re- 
wards and  places,  was  induced  to  become  an  advocate 
for  them  and  liberty.     This  was  a  writer  indeed  worth 
saining.     His  morals  or  integrity  perhaps  were  not  the 
mod  Strict,  (though   I   know   nothing    alledged   againft 
him   on  thefe  heads,  except  changing   his  party  often) 
but   he   had   wit,    parts,  learning,   and  a    ftyle    beyond 
moft    of   his   age.     '  His    Mercurius    Pclith&s:,    which 
6  came  out  by  authority,  and    flew  every  week  into  all 
'   parts  of  the  nation- for  more  than  ten  years,  had  very 
c  great    influence  upon    numbers  of  inconfiderable  per- 
1  ions,  Such^as  have  a  flrong  preemption  that  all  mull: 
'  needs  be  true  that  is   in  print.      He  was   the   Goliah  of 
'  the  Ph'difiiam,  the   great  champion    of  the  late  u'fur- 
1  per,  whofe  pen  in  comparison  of  others,  was  like  a 
*  weavers  beam.     And    certainly    he  that  will,  or  can 

*  Toland's  life  of  Milton,  p.  no,  in  the  note,  8vo.  Lbnd.  ad.  edit. 
N.  B.  This  edition  is  enriched  with  moil  curious  and  valuable!  obiervatioAs 
in  the  notes. 

*  perufe 
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chapters,    who  by    adt   of  parliament  had 

been 


vol.  ii 
626. 


6  perufe  thofe  his  intelligences  called  Merc  Polhici,  will 
c  judge  that  had  the  devil  himfelf  (the  father  of  all  lies) 
*  been  in  this  Goliab's  office,  he  could  not  have  exceeded 
c  him.     As  having  with   profound   malice  calumniated 
€  his  fovereign,  fcurrility  abufed  the  nobility,  impudence 
"  blafphemed  the  church   and  members  thereof,  and  in- 
(s)  Athenae  e  du{{ry  poifoned  the   people   with  dangerous     princi- 
'  ples(j).'     One  may  eafily  gather  from  this  character, 
that   Needham    with  z,eal  and  ability  defended  the  caufe 
of   his    maflers    ao-ainft  their   adverfaries.     Befides   the 
quotation  given   in  note    (hh),  I  will  add  a  few   more, 
as  the  work  from  whence  I  take  it  is  not  in  many  hands, 
and  very  little  known  even  amongft  the  curious. 

In  one  of  his  papers  he  aflerts,  '  That  the  original  of 
all  juft  power  and  government  is  in  the  people.5  This 
he  proves  after  the  following  manner.——  c  As  for 
6  the  government  of  the  Ijraliies^  iirft  under  jMofes, 
c  then  Jojkua  and  the  judges,  the  Scriptures  plainly 
4  {hew,  that  they  were   extraordinary  governors  being 

*  of  God's  immediate  institution,  who  raifed  them  up 

*  by  his  fpirit,  and   impofed    them   upon    that   people^ 
c  whole  peculiar  happinefs  it  was  in  cafes  of  this  nature, 

to  have  fo  infallible  and  fure  a  direction  ;  fo  that  their 
government  was  a  Theocrafie  (as  fome  have  called  it) 
having  God  himfelf  for  its  only  original,  and  there- 
fore no  wonder  we  have  in  that  time  and  nation  fo 
few  vifible  footfteps  of  the  peoples  election,  or  of  an 
inftitution  by  compact.  But  yet  we  find  after  the 
judges,  that  when  this  people  rejecled  this  more  im- 
mediate way  of  government  by  God  (as  the  Lord 
tells  Samuel^  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  me)  and 
defired  a  government  after  the  manner  of  other  nations, 
then  God  feems  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  his  prerogative, 
and  leave  them  to  an  exercife  of  their  own  natural 
rights  and  liberties,  to  make  choice  of  a  new  govern- 
ment and  governor  by  fuffrage  and  compact.  The 
government  they  aimed  at  was  kingly.     God   him- 

*  felf 
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been    aboliilied,     and    the    wife   provifion 

made 


felf  was  difpleafed  at  it,  and  fo  was  Samuel  too,  who 
in  hope  to  continue  the  old  form,  and  to  fright  them 
from  the  new,  tells  them  what  monfters  in  govern- 
ment Kings  would  prove,  by  afTuming  unto  them- 
felves  an  arbitrary  power  '(not  that  a  King  might  law- 
fully and  by  right  do  what  Samuel  defcribes  (as  Salma- 
fius  and  all  the  royal  interpreters  wouid  have  us  be- 
lieve) but  only  to  (hew  how  far  Kings  would  prefume 
to  abufe  their  power,  which  no  doubt  Samuel  forefaw, 
not  only  by  reafon,  but  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.) 
Neverthelefs  the  people  would  have  a  King;  fay 
they,  Nay,  but  there  (hall  be  a  King  over  us  :  where- 
upon faith  God  to  Samuel,  Hearken  to  their  voice: 
where  you  plainly  fee,  firft  God  gives  the  leave  to 
exercife  their  own  natural  right,  in  making  choice  of 
their  form  of  government.  But  then  indeed  for  the 
choice  of  their  governor,  there  was  one  thing  extra- 
ordinary, in  that  God  appointed  them  one,  he  vouch- 
fafing  (till  in  an  extraordinary  and  immediate  manner 
to  be  their  director  and  protector;  but  yet  though 
God  was  pleafed  to  nominate  the  perfon,  he  left  the 
confirmation  and  ratification  of  the  kingfhip  unto  the 
people,  to  mew  that  naturally  the  right  of  all  was  in 
them,  however  the  exercife  of  it  were  fuperfeded  at 
that  time  by  his  divine  pleafure,  as  to  the  point  of  no- 
mination. For  that  the  peop'e  might  underftand  it 
was  their  right,  Samuel  calls  them  ail  to  Mizpeb,  as 
if  the  matter  were  all  to  be  done  anew  on  their  part, 
and  there  by  lot  they  at  length  made  choice  of  Saul, 
and  fo  immediately  proclaim  him  with  (bouts  and  ac- 
clamations ;  and  then  having  had  proof  of  his  valour 
againft  the  Ammonites  *  they  met  at  Gilgaly  and  pro- 
claim hirn  King  once  again,  to  (hew  (that  naturally)  ' 
the  validity  of  his  kingfhip  depended  wholly  on  the 
peoples  confent  and  confirmation,  and  fo  you  fee,  the 
rirfr.  and  molt  eminent  evidence  of  the  inft ttution  of 
political  government  in  Scripture  doth  notorioufiy  de- 

*  nion- 
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made  for  their  ftate  clergy  and  the  univer- 

.  fities; 


CO  Mercuri-  <  rnonftrate,  that  its   original  is  in   or  from   the  peo- 

No^p!3'  '  PIe  (f)-' In    another    Place>  fpeaking  of  errors  in 

IP-S.  policy,  he  fays,  '  The  regulation  of  affairs  by  reafon  of 

fc  ftate,  not  the  ftrict  rule   of  honefty,  has  been  an  epi- 

*  demical  one.  But  for  fear  I  be  miftaken;  continues 
c  he,  you  are  to  underftand,  that  by  reafon  of  ftate  here 
c  we  do  not  condemn  the  equitable  refult  of  prudence 

and  right  reafon  ;  for  upon  determinations  of  this  na- 
ture depends  the  fafety  of  all  dates  and  princes  ;  but 
that  reafon  of  ftate  which  flows  from  a  corrupt  princi- 
ple to  an  indirect  end ;  that  reafon  of  ftate  which  is 
6  the  ftatefman*s  reafon,    or  rather   his   will  and  luft, 
£  when  he  admits  ambition  to  be  a  reafon,  preferment, 
c  power,  profit,  revenge  and  opportunity  to  be  reafons 

*  fufficient  to  put  him   upon   any  defign  or  aclion  that 

*  may  tend  to  prefent  advantage ;  though  contrary  to 
6  the  law  of  God,  or  the  law  of  common  honefty,  and 
c  of  nations. Reafon  of  ftate   is  the  moft  fovereipri 

*  command,  and  the  moft  important  counfellor.  Rea- 
c  fon  of  ftate  is  the  card  and  compafs  of  the  (hip.  Rea- 
c  fon  of  ftate  is  many  times  the  religion  of  a  ftate ;  the 

*  law,  the  life  of  a  ftate.  That  which  anfwers  all  ob- 
f  jections  and  quarrels  about  mal-government.  That 
c  which  wages  war,  impedes  taxes,  cuts  off  offenders, 
e  pardons  offenders,  fends  and  treats  ambaffadors.  It 
c  can  fay  and  -unfay;  do  and   undo,  balk  the  common 

*  road,  make  high-ways  to  become  by-ways,  and  the 
c  fartheft  about  to  become  the  neareft  cut.  If  a  dif- 
c  ficult  knot  come  to  be  untied,  which  neither  the  di- 
c  vine  by  Scripture,  nor  lawyer  by  cafe  or  precedent  can 

*  untie,  then  reafon  of  ftate,  or  an  hundred  ways  more 
c  which  ideots  know  not,  diffolve  it.     This  is  that  great 

*  emprefs  which  the  Italians  call  Raggione  cli  Stato:  it 
c  can  rant  as  a  foldier,  compliment  as  a  monfieur,  trick 

*  it  as  a  juggler,  flrut  it  as  aftatefman,  and  is  as  change- 
c  able  as  the  moon  in  the  variety  of  her  appearan- 
'  ces   [u).'     This  beautiful  piece  of  fatyr  will,  I  pre- 

furne3 
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fume,  be  acceptable  to  many  of  my  readers— — -I  will 
make  but  one  citation  more  from  this  writer,  but  it  con- 
tains, I  believe,  the  fentiments  of  the  majority  in 
power  at  that  time  on  the  fubjecl:  of  church  govern- 
ment.  6  If    we  ferioufly  reflect,    fays   he,    upon 

the  defign  of  God,  in  bringing  Chrift  into  the  world, 
we  fhall  find  it  was  to  fet  an  end  to  the  pompous  ad~ 
miniftration  of  the  Jewifl]  form  ;  that  as  his  church 
and  people  were  formerly  confined  within  the  narrow 
pale  of  a  particular  nation,  fo  now  the  pale  fhould  be 
broken  down,  and  all  nations  taken  into  the  church. 
Not  all  nations  in  a  lump  :  not  any  whole  nations,  or 
national  bodies  to  be  formed  into  churches :  for  his 
church  or  people  now  under  the  Gofpel  are  not  to  be 
a  body  political,  but  fpiritual  and  myftical :  not  a  pro- 
mifcuous  confuflon  of  perfons  taken  in  at  adventure, 
but  an  orderly  collection,  a  picking  and  chufing  of 
fuch  as  are  called  and  fanctifyed,  &c.  Not  a  compa- 
ny of  men  forced  in  by  commands  and  conftitutions 
of  worldly  power  and  prudence,  but  of  fuch  as  are 
brought  in  by  the  power  and  efficacy  of  Chrift's  word 
and  ipirit.  For  he  himfelf  hath  faid,  My  kingdom  is 
not  from  hence;  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  work!,, 
&c.  And  therefore  that  hand  which  hitherto  hath, 
prefumed  in  aioft  nations  to  erect  a  power  called  ec- 
clefiaftick  in  equipage  with  the  civil  to  bear  fway, 
and  bind  mens  confciences  to  certain  notions  ordained 
for  orthodox,  upon  civil  penalties,  under  colour  of 
prudence,  good  order,  -discipline,  preventing  of  be- 
rcfy,  and  advancing  of  Chrift's  kingdom;  and  to  this 
end  hath  twilled  the  fpiritual  power  (as  they  call  it) 
with  the  worldly  and  fecular  intereft  of  {fate ;  this  [ 
fay  hath  been  the  right  hand  of  antichrift,  oppofing 
Chrift  in  his  way,  whofe  kingdom  being  not  of  this 
world,  depends  not  upon  the  helps  and  devices  of  («)M€rcuii- 
worldly  wifdom  (a*).'  Thefe  extracts  fufficiendy  fliow  **sP<J-iticu?» 
how  well  the  caufe  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  was  j-l9,9'"' 
underflood  in  thefe  times;  how  much  the  parliament 
had  them  at  heart.  For  none  but  men  confcious  of  fair 
intentions,  and  upright  deiigns  towards  the  public,  would 
have  favoured  the  propagation  of  notions  deftructive  of 

evil 
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evil  magiftrates,  and  wicked  priefls,  their  neverfailincr 
coadjutors.— But  zealous  as  thefe  men  were  for  liberty* 
they  were  careful  to  keep  their  people  as  much  as  poi- 
iible  from  popery,  and  fcllicitous  to  hinder  their  perver- 
fion  to  that  abfurd  and  cruel  fuperftition.  A  letter  to  the 
Spanijh  ambafFador  will  fet  this  in  a  clear  light.  It  is  as 
follows :    c  The   parliament  of  the    commonwealth   of 

*  England,  undemanding  that  feveral  of  the   people  of 

*  this  city  daily  refort.  to  the  houfe  of  your  excellency3 
c  and  other  ambaffadors    and  public  rninifters  from  fo- 

*  reign  nations  here  refiding,  meerly  to  hear  mafs,  o-ave 
4  order  to  the  council  of  ft  ate,  to  let  your  excellency 
e  underftand,  that  whereas  fuch  refort  is  prohibited  by 
p  the  laws  of  the  nation,  and  of  very  evil  example  in 
'  this  our  republic,  and  extreamly  fcandalous  ;  that  they 

*  deem  it  their  duty  to  take  care  that  no  fuch  thing  be 
permitted  henceforward,  and  to  prohibit  all  fuch  af- 
femhiys  for  the  future.  Concerning  which,  'tis  our 
defire  that  your  excellency  fhould  have  a  fair  advertife- 
nient,  to  the  end  that  henceforth  your  excellency  may 
be  more  careful  of  admitting  any  of  the  people  of  this 
republic  to  hear  mafs  in  your  houfe.  And  as  the  par-, 
liament  wiil  diligently  provide  that  your  excellency's 
rights  and  priviledges  (ball  fre  preferved  inviolable,  fo 
they  perfuade  themfelves  that  your  excellency,  during 
your  abode  here,  would  by  no  means  that  the  laws  of 
this  republic  fhould  be  violated  by  yourfelf  or  by  your 
attendants   (y).9     What   would  the  parliament  have 

»i.  p.  199.  thought  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Papifts  in  London  and 
Wejlminfter*  the  number  reckoned  by  perfons  employed 
in  1 745  ?  Since  that  time  they  have  much  encreafed,  if 
reports  are  to  be  relied  on.  '  In  fuch  open  defiance  of 
6  our  laws,  fays  an  ingenious  Writer,  has  Popery  been 
long  making  great  progrefs.  And  whether  the  threat- 
ning  confequences  are  not  formidable,  may  well  de- 
ferve  the  confederation  of  fuch  who  are  able  to  difcern 
the  ineftimable  value  of  our  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties.—^  It  would  be  far  from  us,  after  all,  to  defire 

any  pains  or  penalties  fhould  be  in  Hi  died  on  men,  be- 
caufe  they  have  an  extravagant  ritual,  and  are  fond  of 
worshipping  a  troop  of  deities  or  demons :  or  forfay- 


(y)  Milton's 
Profe 
Works,  vol,  4 
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*  ing  prayers  by  tale  or  number,  either  to  real  or  ima- 
ginary faints  :  for  venerating  a  wafer  or  crucifix.  Since 
he  who  can  feaft  his  foul,  either  on  gold,  filver,  or 
precious  ftones,  or  who  can  bift  relifh  wood,  hay,  or 
bubble  ;  fhould  only  have  our  pity,  and  we  ought  to 
w.ih  him  a  lefs  depraved  appetite.  But  (a  long  as  the 
Papift  holds  opinions  fubverfive  of  morality,  deftruc- 
tive  of  fociety,  dangerous  to  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  mankind,  i.  e.  (o  long  as  the  hand  of  po- 
pery is  againft  every  man,  fo  long  every  man's  hand 
mould  be  againft  popery.  The  voice  of  nature,  of 
felf  prefervation,  is  loud  in  the  breail  of  every  pro-  (?0  J.  * 
teftant  againft  this  fuperftition  (z).'     The  reader  will  ^iveT/p. 

pardon  I  doubt  not  this  fmall  digreffion3  if  indeed  it  be  30.  8vo. 
one.  Lond' I7S^* 

I  proceed  now  with  the  fubjecT  Befides  Milton  and 
Needham,  the  parliament  had  another  writer  of  fome 
figure  on  their  fide,  viz.  "John  Parker,  father  to  Sam. 
Parker,  bifhop  of  Oxon,  In  the  time  of  James  I.  This 
gentleman,  fc  In  the  year  1650,  printed  a  remarkable 
6  book  called  The  government  of  the  people  of  England 
'  precedent   and    prefent   the   fame.     It  was  written  to 

*  fpirit  men  to  fubfcribe  to  the  engagement  to  be  r/ue 
'  and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  as  then  eftablifhed, 

*  without  a  King  or  the  houfe  of  lords:  and  there  he 

*  aiferts  that,  Populus  fuo  magiftratu  ■prior  eft  tempore  na- 
4  tura  &  dignitaie:  quia  populus  magijtratum  conjlitidt,  & 
4  quia  populus  fine  mag'ijlratu  efje  poteji,  fed  magiflratus 
4  fme  popufo  non  poteji  effe.  Alfo  out  of  another  clallical 
4  author,  Vindic**z  contra  Tyrannos,  he  affirms,  Reges  funt 
4   a  populo  &  funt  conjlititti  caufa  populi.      More' he   un- 

*  dertakes  to  prove  that  the  Kings  of  England  had  no 
4  negative  voice  rightly  and  by  law,  but  that  it  was 
4  contrai  y  to  the  law  and  their  oath  at  coronation.     And 

4  then   a  fortiori,  that  the  lords   neither   can   have  any  r»  R*t>fcaf« 
4  negative  upon  the   people   (a).'     This   bock  I  never  fal  /fanf". 

!»/■•         rnL  ■   -  r    T7  i\      1  1       111,-,   proud,  part 

law.      1  he  writings  or  Henry  trarker  on   the  behalf  or  jdTp.  13a. 

the   parliament  are    better  known.      They   are  indeed  Lond.  1673 

worth  preferving.     Mr.  Wood  has  given    us   a  catalogue  ?)?'„  , 

/  m  a  7i/f  ;ii  (£)  Athena 

or  them  \b). Andrew  Marvel  xs,  1  know,  commonly  oxon.  vol. 

faid  to  have  been  employed,  under  Milton,  by  the  com-  ii.  c.  p. -«z 

X  mon- 
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llties  (uu)j  1  fay  if  weconfider  all  thefe  things 

with- 


monwealth.     But  I  apprehend   this  to  be  a  miftake,  as 

will  appear  from  his  own  account. '  As  to  myfelf, 

4  fays  he,  I  never  had  any,  not  the  remoteft  relation  to 
c   publick  matters,   nor  correfpondence  with  the  perfons 
&  rhen  predominant,  until   the  year   1657.     When  in- 
c  deed  I  entered  into  an  employment,  for  which   I   was 
c  not  altogether  improper,  and  which  I  confidered  to  be 
c  the  rnoft  innocent  and  inoffenfive  towards   his  Majef- 
c  ty's    affairs  of  any  in  that  ufurped   and  irregular    go- 
*  vernrnerit,  to  which  all  men  were  then  expofed.     And 
n  ,         c  this  J  accordingly  difcharged   without  difobliging  any 
fai  tranf-      '  °ne  perfon  (g)/    "     It  muft  not  be  forgotten   that  all 
profed,  part  thefe  gentlemen  found  their  account  in   writing  for  the 
ad.  p.  izj.  par]jarncnt  and  Cromwell.     Both   the  Parkers  were  en- 
riched by  lucrative  and   honourable  employs,  and  Mar- 
,  ve\,  I  fuppofe^  was  not  unrewarded  for  the  difcharge  of 
his  office,  by  the  Protector. 

(uu)  The  wife  provifion  made  for  their  fiate  clergy ,  and 
the  zniverfities.]  The  clergy,  in    moft  countries  where 
chiiflianity   prevailed,    got  wealth,  honour  and  power. 
Unmindful  of  their  Matter's  doctrine  and  example,  they 
loved  the  world,  and  the  things  which  were  in  it,  and, 
by  a  variety  of  ways   and  means,    accumulated    large 
pofFeflions.     How   honeftiy  they  got  fome,  how  wifely 
others  were  bellowed  on   them  by   princes,  great  men, 
weak    women,  and    perfons,  indeed,  of  all    ranks    and 
degiees,  from   a   perfuafion    inftilled   into  them    of  atT 
,v  „ "         toning;  for  their  tranfereffions,  and  getting  better  things 
ther  Paul     in  reverfion  in  lieu  of  them ;  I  fay,  how   all   this   hap- 
on  benefici- pened  is    well  known   to  moft  (d).     Henry  VIII.  with 
ary  ma"ers>  confent  of  parliament,  made  bold  to   lay  his    hand  on 
■mononec-   the  lands,   tenements,  and  hereditaments  of  the  abbeys 
ciefiaftkai     and  monafteries,  and  gave,  or  fold  them,  to  fuch  as  were 
reve"ues>      able  to  make   a  better  uie  of  them  ;  and   his  fon   and 
Nevi/s  pia_  fucceiTor  Edward,  as   well    as   his    daughter  Elizabeth,. 
soReciivi-     approved  of  his  proceedings,  and    availed    themfelves  of 
vu|  p.  93—-  jjjg  examp]ea  by  plucking  now  and  then  a  goodly  -ma- 
il or 
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without  prejudice,  we  (hall,  probably,  be 
forced  to  acknowledge,  that  they  were  born 

for 

nor  or  two  from  the  bifhopricks.  This  (with  the  power 
of  translations)  made  the  bilhops  cautious  of  offending, 
and  follicitous  of  obtaining  the  good  will  of  the  fove- 
reign,  and  his  favourites  :  and  they  applied  themfelves 
with  fo  much  zeal  thereunto,  that  they  focn  became 
downright  courtiers,  fupple,  complaifant,  unmeaning, 
and  ready  to  put  their  hand  to  carry  any  thing  into  ex- 
ecution, which  they  judged  agreeable  to  the  crown. 
So  that,  for  the  molt  part,  they  were  friends  to  the  pre- 
rogative, and  averfe  to  liberty.  For  thefe  and  other 
caufes,  the  lords  and  commons  thought  proper,  by  an 
a£r.  of  parliament,  which  had  the  royal  afTent,  to  ex- 
clude them  from  the  houfe  of  peers  5  and,  by  an  ordinance 
of  bothhoufes,  dated  October  9,  1646,  their  office  was  abo- 
lished, and  their  lands  and  poffefflons  fettled  upon  truftees 
for  the  ufe  of  the  commonwealth.  The  preamble  to  this 
ordinance  will  explain  the  motives  on  which  it  was 
made.  It  runs  thus:  c  For  the  abolifhing  of  arch- 
c  biffiops  and   bimops,  and  providing  for  the  payment 

*  of  the  juft  and  neceilary  debts  of  the  kingdom,  into 

*  which  the  fame  hath  been  drawn  by  a  war,  mainly 
4  promoted   by  and   in  favour    of  the    faid    archbimopa 

*  and  bimops,  and  other  their  adherents  and  de» 
c  pendants;  be  it  ordained,'  &c.  (*)  Thus  the  whole 
of  the  bimops  lands  became  verted  in  the  parliament, 
who,  by  an  ordinance,  bearing  date,  Oftob.r  3,  16-} 8, 
ordered,  '  the  truflees  to  give  warrants  to  the  treaiu- 
4  rers  for  the  ifluing  out  and  paying  of  the  rents  and 
'  revenues  of  parfonages  impropriate,  tythes,  oblations, 
6  obventions,    penfions,    portions   of  tythes3  parfonages 

(*)  See  a  collection  of  feveral  afls  of  parliament,  ordinances,  &c, 
for  providing  maintenance  lor  minivers,  heads  of  colleges,  &c.  4X0. 
Lond.  1657.  'Tin  irom  this  book  I  have  taken  the  feveral  citations 
from  the  ordinances  in  this  note.  See  alfo  ScobeFs  collections,  and 
Kennet's  Cafe  of  impropriations  and  augmentation  .  vt  wcara$es,,p;  241, 
and  268.  S'/o.  Lond,  1704, 

X  2  «  and 
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for  legiflation,  and  were  worthy  of  it.     But 

whilft 

'  and  vicarages,  as  have  been,  or  (ball  be  received  by 
&  the  fata  treafurers,  and  have  not  otherwife  been  dif- 
4  pofed  of,  for  the  maintenance  of  mintfters,  to  fuch 
c  perfon  or  perfons  refpe£tively,  to  whom  the  fa  d  rents 
e  and  revenues  have  been  or  (hall  be  ordered  or  afligned 
c  by  the  committee  for  plundered  rninifters,  for  aug- 
6  mentation  of  maintenance  for  officiating  in  any  church 

*  or  chapel  in  England  and  fflales.' -After  the  com- 
monwealth took  .place,  the  commons  of  England,  in 
parliament  aiTembled,  on  the  30th  of  Apr'iL.  16:9,  pro- 
ceeded farther  to  pafs  '  an  act  for  the  abolishing  of 
r  deans  and   chapters,  canons,  prebends,  and  other  of- 

*  fleers  and  titles,  of  or  belonging  to  any  cathedral  or  col- 

*  legiate church  or  chapel  withinEngland  or  Wales.''  Their 
plea    for   this    was    neceiHty. '  Having    ferioufly 

*  weighed,  fay  they,  the  necefFity  of  railing  a  prefent 
4  fupply   of  money  for  the  prefent   fafety  of  this  com- 

*  monwealth  ;  and  finding  that  their  other  fecurities  are 
€  not  fatisfaclory  to  lenders,  nor  fufBcient  to  raife  fo 
6  confiderable  a  fum  as  will  be  neceffary  for  the  faid 
'  fervice,  are  neceffitated  to  fell  the  lands  of  the  deans 
6  and  chapters,  for  the  paying  of  publick  debts,  and  for 

*  the  raifing  of  three   hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the 

*  prefent  fupply  of  the  preffing   neceflities   of  the   com- 

*  monwealth,  do  enact,  &c* However,   they  were 

not  for  throwing  them  away,  as  much  as  money  was 
wanting.  For  none  of  thefe  lands  were  to  be  (old  un- 
der twelve  years  purchafe,  though  the  land's  of  the 
bifhops  had  been  allowed  to  be  fold  for  ten  ;  a  tolerable 
good  price,  confidering  the  high  intereft  of  money, 
which  was  at  about  eight  per  cent,  at  this  time,  and  the 
poffibility   of  their   being  one  time   or  other  reclaimed 

by  their  former  poiTellors. — Out  of  thefe  lands  thus 

appointed  to  be  fold,  there  was  excepted,  by  another  act 
of  "June  the  8th,  1649,  c  alLiythes  appropriate,  obla- 
4  tions,  obventions,  portions  of  tythes  appropriate,  of 
4  or  belonging  to  the  arch  bifhops,  bifhops,  deans,    and 

•  *  deans 
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whilft   the  parliament  was   thus   nobly  em- 
ployed 

c  deans  and  chapters,  all  which,  together  with  twenty 

*  thoufand  pounds  yearly  rent,  formerly  belonging  to 
'  the  crown    of  England^  the  commons   thought  fit  to 

*  be    fettled   for  a  competent  maintenance  of  preaching 

*  minifters,    where    it    was    wanting,    in   England  and 

*  Wales?  This  competent  maintenance,  in  their  opi- 
nion, was  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  which  they 
allotted  to  the  ftate  preachers,  without,  however,  tak- 
ing away  any  thing  from  the  rich  rectories,  which  were 
preferved  whole  and  entire,  I  fuppofe  there  are  but 
few  difmterefted  perfons  but  will  think  this  a  much  bet- 
ter regulated  maintenance  than  what  before  had  been 
allotted.  If  an  eftablifhed  clergy  be  ufeful  and  necef- 
fary,  and  if  the  public  mull  maintain  them,  as  feems  to 
have  been  the  received  opinion,  upon  whatfoever  rea- 
fons  founded,  furely  it  behoves  the  legislature  to  prevent 
one  part  of  them  from  rioting  in  wealth,  and  the  other 
almoft  frarving  through  poverty  !  Complaints,  I  know, 
have  been  made  of  the  fcantinefs  of  our  ecclefiaflicai 
revenues:  but  how  this  can  be,  when  fuch  a  multipli- 
city of  very  lucrative  preferments  are  daily  heaped  on 
a  fmgle  perfon,  is  hard  to  imagine/  A  tolerably  equi- 
table diftribution  would,  at  once,  filence  every  objection 

on   this    head,    of  any    reafonable  man. Indeed, 

fome  very  fenfible  perfons  have  been  againft  loading  the 
public  with  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  on  account 
of  feveral  inconveniences  attending  it. '   Heretofore, 

fays  Milton,  in  the  firft  evangelic  times  (and  it  were 
happy  for  Chriftendorn  if  it  were  fo  again)  minifters  of 
the  Gofpel  were  by  nothing  e!fe  diftinguiihed  from 
other  chriftians,  but  by  their  fpiritual  knowledge  and 
fanclity  of  life,  for  which  the  church  elected  them 
to  be  her  teachers  and  overfeers,  though  not  thereby 
to  feparate  them  from  whatever  calling  (he  then  found 
them  following  befides.  As  the  example  of  St.  Paul 
declares,  and  the  firft  times  of  chriftianity.  When 
*  once  they  affected  to  be  called  a  clergy,  and  became, 

X  3  'as 
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ployed  at  home  and  abroad,  (for  the  Dutch 


war 


6  as  it  were,  a  peculiar  tribe  of  Levites^  a  party,  a  dif- 
c  tindt  order  in  the  commonwealth,  bred  up  for  divines 
c   in  babling  fchools,  and  fed    at  the   public  coft,  good 

*  for  nothing  elfe,  but  what  was  good  for  nothing  they 
'  foon  grew  idle  ;  that  idlenefs,  with  fulnefs  of  bread, 
(  begat  pride  and  perpetual  contention  with  their  feed- 
c  ers,  the  defpifed  laity,  through  all  ages  ever  fince,  to 
'  the  perverting  of  religion,  and  the  difturbance  of  all 

Chriftendom.  And  we  may  confidently  conclude,  it 
will  never  be  otherwife,  whilft  they  are  thus  upheld 
undepending  on  the  church,  on  which  alone  they  an- 
tiently  depended,  and  are,  by  the  magiftrate,  publickly 
s    maintained,  a  numerous   faction   of  indigent  perfons, 

*  crept  for  the   moft  part  out  of  extrearn  want  and  bad 

*  nurture,  claiming,  by  divine  right  and  freehold,  the 
e  tenth  of  our  estates,  to  monopolize  the  miniftry,  as 
£  their   peculiar,  which  is  free   and    open   to   all    able 

*  chriftians,  elecled  by  any  church.  Under  this  pre- 
€  tence,  exempt  from  all  other  employment,  and  en- 
85  riching  themfelves  on  the  public,  they  lad  of  all  prove 

*  common   incendiaries,  and  exalt   their  horns    againft 

5  the    magiftrate    himfelf  that  maintains    them,  as    the 
■*  prieft  of  Rome  did  foon   after  againft    his    benefactor 

6  the  emperor,  and  the  prefbyters  of  kte  in  Scotland. 
c  Of  which  hireling  crew,  together  with  all  the  mif- 
4  chiefs,  diflentions,  troubles,  wars  meerly  of  their 
c  kindling,  Chriftendom  might  foon  rid  herfelf  and  be 
e  happy,  if  chriftians  would  but  know  their  own  dignity, 
'  their  liberty,  their  adoption,  and  let  it  not  be, wondered, 

*  if  I  fay,  their  fpiritual  priefthood,  whereby  they  have  all 
*;  equally  accefs    to   any  minifterial  function,   whenever 

*  called  by  their  own  abilities,  and  the  church,  though 
(?)  Profe       c  they   never  came  near   commencement   or    univerli- 

T°^l\^'  •  fy  (')•'  Mr-  Wall>  in  his  fine  le"er  ^Milton*  dated 
Cauf^am^  May  26,  1659,  has  the  following  paffage. 
6  I  have  fometimes  thought  (concurring  with  your  af- 
e  fertion   of  that   ftoried  voice  that   fhould  fpeak  from 

4  heaven) 
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war   was  not  terminated,  though  the  Eng-     * 

4  heaven)  when  ecclefiaftics  were  endowed  with  world- 

*  \y  preferments,  Hodie  venerium  infundltnr  in  ecclefiam  : 
4  for,  to  ufe  the  fpeech  of  Genefis  iv.  ult.  according  to 

*  the  fenfe  which  it  hath  in  the  Hebrew^  then  began 
4  men  to  corrupt  the  worship  of  God.  I  fhall  tell  you 
4  a  fuppofal  of  mine,  which  is  this:  Mr.  Dury  has  be- 
'  flowed  about  thirty  years  time  in  travel,  conference 
4  and  writings,  to  reconcile  Calvinijis  and  Lutherans^ 
<  and  that  with  little  or  no  fuccefs.  But  the  Jhorteji 
4  way  were^ take   away  ecclefiaftical    dignities,  ho- 

*  nours  and  preferments,  on   both  fides,  and  all  would 

*  foon  be  hufhed  ;  the  ecclefiaftics  would  be  quiet,  and  {f)  Preface 
4  then    the  people  would  come  forth  into   truth  and  liber- t0  Mllton's 
4  ty  (/).'     Thefe   were  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  l™™^*9 
fons  of  liberty  in  the  age  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking :  Lond.  1756. 
fentiments    proceeding   from  minds  full   of  concern  for*10* 
truth   and  virtue,  though  they  had  little  profpecl:  of  be- 
ing  hearkened   to  by  the  bulk  of  mankind,  who  prefer 
wealth,  pomp  and   eafe  to  every  thing  rational,  virtu- 
ous  and   manly. The    fcheme    of    the   parliament 

pretended  not  to  this  high  perfection.     It  only  fupprefs'd 

the  dignity,  ftate  and  excefiive  wealth  of  the  lordly 
ecclefiaftics,  whilft  it  left  them  enough  for  every  virtu- 
ous and  laudable  purpofe,  and  prevented  them  from 
feeling  the  want  of  the  real  necefiaries  their  ftations 
were  thought  to  require.  Were  I  to  deliver  my  own 
fentiments  for  the  real  good  of  ecclefiaftics  of  all  forts 
and  kinds,  I  would  fay  with  a  late  writer  concerning  the 
jefuits  in  particular;  'render  them  poor,  and  they  will     »  R  fl 

*  be  humble;  render  them  poor,  and  they  will  be  ufe-  jions  of  a 
4  ful ;  render  them  poor,  and  they  will  become  holy  (g)?  Portuguefe 
But  to  go  on. Befides  the  care  taken  of  their  paro-  »?ont  .e, 

1  •    1      1  1  »•  n  1      »     ■       1  1  Memorial 

cnial  clergy,  the  parliament  Ihewed   their   benevolence  picfented  by 
to  the  univerfities,  by  enacting,  4  That  the  truftees,  in  th*  Jefuits 
4  whofe  hands  the  dean  and   chapter  lands  were  vefted  xin ement: 
4  for    the  ufe  of  the   public,  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  152.  8vo. 
4  pay    (out  of  the   above-mentioned  twenty   tboufand)  Lond-  1>'G°* 

X  4  *  two 
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///7;,  for  the  raoft  part,  were  fuccefsful)  the 

lord- 


?  two  tboufand    pounds  yearly,  for  the  increafe  of  the 

*  maintenance   of  the   mafterfhips  of- colleges  in   both 

'  univerfities,  ■  where    maintenance    is    wanting,  regard 

6  being  to  be  had  unto  the  number  of  houfes  of  learn- 

f   ing  in  each  univerfity,  that  are  fit  to  have  an  increafe 

€  of  maintenance,  and  to  make  an  alignment  of  main- 

4  tenance  unto  them  accordingly;  provided  it  do  not 

c  exceed   one  hundred   pounds  per  annum  to  any  one  of 

*  them.' — —This  bounty  was   not  ill  bellowed.     For 

never,  perhaps,  were  there  men  of  more  real  merit  in 

th)  Preface  tne   univerfity  of  Cambridge   than   now.     Witnefs   the 

to  Tuck-      names  of  Cudworth,  Whicbcott,  PFilkins,  and  many  others 

Bey's  and  ^  mentioned  by  the  very  ingenious  Dr.  Salter  (£),  who  edu- 

iLetto^Svo^ft^  a  race  °^  men  l^at  were  an  honour  to  their  coun- 
Lond.  1753.  try  j  I  mean  fillctfon,   Bar  row,  Smi<,by   M:re,  and  fuch 
Seealfo       like,  who  oppofed  themfelves  to  popery  in  the  moll  try- 
pt)te(ccc).    «ng  times,  and  taught  men  the   principles  of  true  reli- 
gion and   virtue.     Whether  Oxford  was  quite  fo  happy* 
I  know  not;    though,    'tis  certain,  many  eminent  men 
were  educated   there   in  thefe  times-,    particularly    Mr. 
Locfoy    whofe   writings   on    toleration  and   government 
will  be  for  ever  read  and  admired  by  men  of  fenfe  and 

honefty.- What  the  fimi   total  produced  by  the  fale 

fi)  Survey    of  the  lands  of  the  bifhops,  deans  and  chapters,  amount- 

pf  the  Ca-   ed  to,  I  cannot  fay.- But  here   follows   an    account 

thed.ais  of    0f  ^  ^a]e  Qf  t^e  bifhops  lands  in  the  province  of  York* 

York,   &c.  .  «  n  rr/'ir     >  -\  • 

4to.  17^7.    as  given  by  Mr,  Brown  IV  1  Lis  (1). 


Sale 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  313 

iord-general  Cromwell,  attended  by  fome  fol- 

diers 

/.  s,  d, 
Sale  of  the  lands  of  the  fee  of  York  1 

in  the  years   1647,   1648,   1649,  i  63786     7  if 

1650,  1651,  3 

Durham*  in  the  fame  years,         -  68121  15  9 

CarliJIex  L  -  6449^  11  2 

Cheftery  -  -  -  1 129  18  4 

Man,  -  -  0000     O  o 


Total         -         -        139487    12     4 


From  this  fome  tolerable  guefs  may  be  made  of  the  va- 
lue of  the  reft  of  the  bifhops  lands,  which  are  thoie  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  confifting   of  that   archbi- 

fhopric    and   twenty    one    bifhoprics. A    p'ropofal, 

fome  years  fince,  by  a  namelefs  writer,  was  made   c  for  rj^  T^e 

*  vetting  the  whole  prefent  property  of  the  church  in  State  prefe- 
6  England  and  Ireland  in  the  crown,  not  to  enrich   or  ™.We  ^°  the 

i  hu re n.     o 

'  add  to  its  power,  but  as  a  truftee  for  the  people,  who  I2#  §Vo, 
'  mould  be  always  uppermofl  in  the  confideration  of  all  Lond.  1748, 

t  true  lovers  of  their  country  (j), Is  it   efTentially 

9  necefTary ,'  fays  that  author,  c  that  bifhops  mould  have 
c  three,  four,  five,  fix,  feven,  eight,  nine  and  ten 
c  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ?     Is  it  necefTary  that  an  arch- 

*  bifhop  mould   die  worth  90  000  /.  befides   providing 

*  very  honourably  for  his  family,  in  confequence  of 
'  his  power  and   influence?     Is   it   necefTary  that  one 

*  churchman  (hall  enjoy  a  ftring  of  benefices,  while 
c  numbers  have  none  and  ftarve  ?  I  am  willing  to  fup- 
£  pofe  epifcopacy  to  be  an  eflential  branch  of  the  chrif- 
'  tian  fylrem  ;  and  therefore   hold  the  order  in  all  the 

*  veneration  due  to  it.     But  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to  • 

*  think  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  delights  more  to  abide  with 
?  them  in  coaches  and  palaces,  and  in  parliament,  than  if 
c  they  had  abided  by  the  primitive  fimple  way  of  living, 
$  praclifed  and  inculcated  by  the  apoftles.  I  am  no  Ids 
?  willing  that  our  prelates   retain  their  feats   in  parlia- 

c  ment, 


"> 
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diers  and  officers,    entered    the   houfe,   up- 
braided 


4  ment,  if  it  (hall  be  thought  that  they  have  been  al- 

*  ways  heretofore  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  truth  and 
4  righteoufnefs  in  their  iegiflative  capacity.  But  ad- 
4  mining,  as  I  do  very  willingly,  that  our  good  lords 
4  thebimops  add  a  luftre  to  the  upper  houfe,  will  they 
4  fhine  the  lefs  there  for  being  placed  more  on  the  Ie- 
4  vel  with  each  other  than  they  are  at  prefent  ?  The 
4  pooreft  of  them  can  afford  clean  lawn  fleeves  in   their 

*  prefent  fituation  ;  and  if  the  two  metropolitans  mould 

*  foe  levelled  to  an  annual  ffcipend  of  1500  /.  each, 
4  and  their  refpeclive  fuftragans  to  1000/.  I  don't  fee 
'  but  they  might  keep  a  coach  in  parliament  time,  not- 
4  withstanding  the  duty   on    carriage   wheels,  provided 

*  they  refide  with  their  flocks  the  reft  of  the  year.  Is 
4  it   necelTary   that  the    bifboprics  and    other    church- 

*  livings   of    Ireland^    a   cheap  and   plentiful   country, 

4  fhould   exceed  even  thofe   in  England?  or,  is   it   ne- 

*  ceflary,  that,  in   the  north  of  that   kingdom,  where 

5  there  are  fcarce  ten  protefiants  of  the  epifcopal  church 
4  in  a  whole   parifh,  many  of  the    incumbents  fhould 

*  poflefs  livings  of  four,  fix,  and  eight  hundred  pounds 

*  a  year?     It  is  no  uncommon  fight  in  that  country,  to 

*  fee  a  parfon  preach,  I  fhould  fay,  read  prayers,  preach- 

*  ing  being  difufed,  to  his  clerk,  and   fuch  of  his  own 

*  family  as  had  accompanied   him  from  the  parfonage 

6  houfe  in  his  coach  and  four.     Though  the  value,  of 

*  livings  in  that  kingdom  be  well  known  to  our  clergy, 
4  who  are  never  wantingtothemfelves  in  pufhingtheirway 
4  thither,  where  they  bafkin  plenty  and  eafe,  it  would  feem 
4  as  if  our  ftatefmen    had  acquired   none  or  very  little 

*  knowledge  of  the  treafure  that   might  be  raifed  there 

*  by  fale  of  the  prefent  poilefiions  of  the  church, 
4  To  mention  but  the  primacy  there,  lately  conferred 
4  on  a  very  young  churchman,  but,  f  fuppofe,  of  dif- 
4  tinguifhed  piety  and  erudition,  it  would  fell,  at  twen- 
4  ty  years  purchafe  only,  for  above  200,000/.  no  con- 

*  temptible  aid  to  a  bleeding  country,  obliged  to  raife  above 

f  tea 
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braided   the  members,    turned    the   fpeaker 


out 


*  ten  millions  annually,  though  already  above  four-fcore 

*  in  debt.     From  this  fpecimen  may  be  feen  how  great- 

e  ly  the  trading  and  induftrious  part  of  the  people,  that       e  , 

*  is,  the   laity,  might  be  eafed,  if  the  revenues  of  the 

*  church,  tithes  and  all,  were  put  to  fale,  and  the 
'  purchafe  money  applied  to  the  ufes  of  the  public* 
'  And,  furely,  in  a  time   of  fuch  danger  and   difficulty 

*  as  the  prefent,  no  good  fubject  can  warrant  op-pofing 
6  the  carrying  fo  falutary  a  fcheme  into  execution.  'Tis 
c  probable  our  open  foreign,  and  native  fecret  enemies 
c  might  oppofe  fuch  a  healing  fcheme  ;  but  except  the 
c  French  and  Spaniards  abroad,  and  our  popifh  fellow- 

*  fubjecls  at  home,  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  it 
<  would  meet  with  the  leaft  oppofition.  Our  proteftant 
c  laity  would  unanimoufly  alTent  to  it  ;  and  as  for  the 
c  clergy,    if  their  fuffrages  were   taken  collectively,    I 

c  will    anfwer    for    it,    the  majority    would    be    with  (k)  TKs 
c  me  (£).'     Poffibly  this  writer  would   have  found  him-  State>  &c« 
felf  miftaken;  for,  as  there  are  but  few  of  the  inferior  p'  I4' 
clergy  void  of  hope,  founded  on  their  belief  of  their  own 
merit,  of  preferment,  thefe   would    not  be  overfond  of 
the  fcheme  :  and  as  for  the  dignified  ones,  they  would 
naturally,  one  and   all,  cry  out  againft  it,  as  a  breach 
of  the  alliance  between  church   and    flate,  which  they 
would    fain   perfuade  us  is   productive    of  many  happy 
confequences    to  fociety.     The  ignorant  laity,  for  any 
thing  I   know  to  the  contrary,  muht  be  pleafed   with 

the   carrying  fuch   a    fcheme   into  execution.- After 

this  brief  detail  of  the  great  actions  of  the  parliament 
at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  not  to  be  admired  that  they 
met  with  the  applaufe  of  the  ableft  and  beft  judges. 
To  what  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  (n,n)  it  will  be 
proper  to  add  the  opinion  of  the  old  chancellor  Oxen- 
Jllern  of  Sweden,  a  name  of  the  higheft  renown  for  po- 
litical abilities  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  the  fame, 
whofe  affairs  we  are  now  treating  of.  It  is  mentioned 
from  M*  Cbanut,  both  in  the  appendix  to  Keyfler's  Tra- 

I  vels, 
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out  of  the  chair  (ww),  and  put  an  end,  for 
the    prefect,     to    the  fupream   authority    of 

the 


vels,  and  in  Bafnages  Annals  of  the  United  Provinces. 
€  Oxmjliern  indeed  blamed  the  extream  barbarity  cooi- 
'  mitted  on  the  perfon  of  the  late  King  of  England,  but 

*  commended    and    admired   almcil   every   ?^art    of  the 

*  plan  of  that   great  defign   which   the    parliament    had 

*  formed.'  Bojnage  adds,  '  that  he  faid,  it  had  been 
€  conducted  with  diflinguifhed  prudence,  and  that  thofe 
c  who    then   governed    in   England,    a£ted    upon    fuch 

*  principles   of  policy  as  were  founded  in  truth  and  ex- 

6  perience  *.'— — Such   readers  as  are   unprejudiced, 

will  not,  after  this,  think,  1  am  perfuaded,  that  Mr. 
Hume  has  done  juftice  to  the  parliament  in  the  follow- 
ing character:  '  Trufe  men,  fays  he,  had  not  that  large 
5  thought,  nor  cornprehenfive  views,  which  mhht  qua- 

*  lify   them    for   aclin^    the   part   of  legiflators  :    felfilh 

*  aims  and  bigotry  chiefly  engroffed  their  attention. 
{')  Hitfary  <.  They  carried  their  rigid  aufterity  fo  far  as  to  enact 
Britain  vol,  '  laws,  declaring  fornication,  after  the  firft  act,  to  be 
ii.  p.  32.  %  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy  (/).'  Is  this  a  like- 
Compare       nefs  ?     Let   facts    determine.— Undoubtedly    their 

Ludlow  vol.  ^aw>  W5tn  re^Pe^  to  fornication,  was  much  too  rigid. 
ii.  p.  453.  But,  from  a  Angle  inftance,  to  take  a  character,  is 
and  the  quo-  hardly  allowable.  To  be  able  to  fee  only  one  difa- 
Wkrburtcm  greeable  object  amongft  feveral  more  fair  and  .equally 
in  the  note  obvious,  argues,  indeed,  to  ufe  this  gentleman's  own 
(« ).  expreffions,  no   large  thought  or  cornprehenfive  views. 

■ If  ever  men  were  qualified  for  acting  the  part  of  le- 

giflators,  thefe  were  they.— — And  whoever  will  excel  as 

fuch,  muft  copy  after  them  in  the  main  of  their  conduct. 

(ww)  Cromwell   entered  the  houje,  and  put  a  period, 

for  a   time,  to  the   commonwealth.]     *  Many  republicks,' 

fays  an  excellent  writer,  i  have,  with   length  of  time, 


*  See  Ifaiah  Puffendorf 's  Oofervations  on  the  Refolution  of  the  laft 
Swedifh  diet,  &c.  in  the  Appendix  to  Keyfler's  Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  5  J. 
and  Bafaage's  Annals  of  the  United-Provinces,  vol.  i,  p.  243. 

6  fallen 
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the   commonwealth  of  England.     It  is  not 

to 

fallen  back  into  defpotick  governments.  This  feems 
to  be  a  calamity  that  inevitably  happens  to  every  free 
government  fooner  or  later.  And,  indeed,  how  can 
it  perpetually  refill:  every  thing  that  faps  and  fup~ 
plants  I  How  can  it  always  check  the  ambition  oi- 
thofe  great  men  whom  it  produces,  and  harbours  in. 
its  bofom  ?  How  can  it  always  watch  againii;  the 
dark  and  fecret  practices  and  machinations  of  its 
neighbours,  or  againft  the  corruption  of  its  own  mem-' 
bers,  while  intereft  prevails  in  the  world  over  every 
other  motive  f  How  fhould  it  expect  always  to  come 
off  with  fuccefs  in  the  wars  it  muft  needs  undertake 
and  fupport  for  its  fecurity  ?  or  prevent  thofe  danger- 
ous conjunctures,  thofe  critical  and  decifive  moments, 
when  its  liberty  is  at  {take,  or  thofe  unforefeen  acci- 
dents that  animate  and  favour  the  wicked  and  auda- 
cious ?  If  any  armies  are  commanded  by  timid  and 
unikilful  generals,  it  falls  a  prey  to  any  enemies  ;  if 
they  are  headed  by  bold  and  fuccefsful  commanders, 
thefe  will  be  as  dangerous  in  times  of  peace,  as  they 
were  ufeful  and  beneficial  during;  the  war.  There 
are  few,  if  any  republicks,  but  have  rifen  from  the 
abyfs  of  tyranny  to  freedom,  and  from  thence  have 
funk  again  into  the  dregs  of  fervitude.  The  fame 
Athenians,  who,  in  the  times  of  Demo/lhenes,  pro- 
voked and  infulted  Philip  of  Maccdon,  crouched  to 
Alexander,  The  Romans,  who  abhorred  royalty,  and 
expelled  their  kings,  fuffered,  fome  ages  after,  the 
moft  horrible  opprellion  and  cruelties  from  their  empe- 
rors. And  the  fame  Englijhmen  who  rebelled  againft, 
imprifoned,  and  beheaded  Charles  I.  fubmiffiveiy  bore  {m)  Anti- 
the  galling  yoke  of  a  protector  (/#)•'  I  have  already  Machiavd, 
obferved  that  the  victory  at  Worajitr,  fo  fatal  to  the  £0;$*  f™t. 
affairs  of  Charles  II.  probably  infpired  Cromwell  with 
the  ambition  of  lording  it  over  his  matters,  and  feizing 
the  fovereignty.  Flufhed  with  fuccefs  the  brave  and 
ambitious  afpire  higher  and  higher,  and  dare,  adventure 

on 
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to  be  wondered  that  this  acftion  was   looked 

upon 

on  the  boldeft  things.  Hence  the  danger  of  continu- 
ing a  general  long  in  fupream  command,  in  free  ftates. 
Immediately  after  this  important  event,  Cromwell feemed 
determined  to  give  the  law.  He  ufed,  however,  great 
•  precaution.  Though  he  had  all  pofiible  honours  paid 
him  by  the  parliament  and  the  city  of  London,  yet  he 
carried  himfeff  with  much  affability  and  feeming  hu- 
mility, 4  and- in  all  his  difcourfes  about  the  bufinefs  of 

*  Worcefler,  would  feldom  mention  any  thing  of  him- 
4  felf,  but  of  the   gallantry  of  the  officers  and    foldiprs,' 
4  and  gave  (as  was  due)  all  the  glory  of  the  action  un- 
lock p.cco.*  to'Ciod  («).' But,  if  we  may  believe  Ludlow,  this 

was  meer  affectation.  He  was,  in  reality,  *  fo  much 
4  elevated    with  that  fuccefs,  that  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  as 

*  he  fince  told  me,  took  fo  much  notice  of  it,  as  to 
4  fay  in  confidence  to  a  friend  upon  the  road,  in  his  re- 
4  turn  from  IVorccfter,  that  Cromwell  would  make  him- 

(o)  Vol.  ii.  '  felf  king  (<?).'     Indeed,  very  foon  after  his  return  to 

P-447-        London,  *  he  defired   a  meeting  with  divers  members  of 

4  parliament,  and  fome  chief  officeis  of  the  army,  at 

4  the  fpeaker's  houfe;  and  a  great  many  being  there,  he 

4  propofed  to  them,  that  now  the  old  King  being  dead, 

*  and  his  fon  being  defeated,  he  held  it  neceffary  to 
4  corne  to  a  fettlement  of  the  nation.  And,  in  order 
4  thereunto,  he  had  requefted  this  meeting,  that  they  toge- 

*  ther  might  confider  and  advife  what  was  fit  to  be  done, 
4  and  to  be  prefented  to  the  parliament/  The  quef- 
tions  at  this  meeting  were,  in  what  way  this  fettlement 
was  defired,  whether  of  an  abfolute  republick,  or  with 
any  mixture  of  monarchy  ?  and,  if  the  latter,  in  whom 

that   power  fhould   be  placed  ? 4  In  this  conference 

4  the  lawyers  were  generally  for  a  mix'd  monarchical 
4  government,  and  many  were  for  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
6  cejier  to  be  made  King ;   but  Cromwell  ftill  put  off  that 

*  debate,  and  came  off  to  fome  other  point;  and,  in 
4  conclusion,  after  a  long  debate,  the  company  parted 
4  without  coming  to  any  refult  at  all,  only  CromwelL 

6  dif- 
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upon  by  the   friends  of  the   parliament  as 

bafe 


4  difcovered  by  this  meeting  the  inclinations  of  the  per- 

'  ions  that  fpake,  for  which   he  fifhed,  and  made   ufe 

'  of  what  he  then  difcerned  (/>).'     In  Nov  ember ,   I^>52^[^kWh!lla 

Cromwell  met  Whitluk  in  St.  Jwnes's  Park,  and  entered  "5 

into  a   conference  with   him  concerning  the  dangerous 

condition  they  were  then  in,  and  how  to  make    good 

their  ftation,  as   he  exprefied  it, After  taking  notice 

of  the  factions  and  murmurings  of  the  army,  their  dif- 
tafie  againft  the  pariiament,  whofe  actions  he  greatly 
cenfured,  as  weli  as  many  of  their  perfons,  and  the 
impoffibility  of  keeping  them  within  the  bounds  of  juf- 
tice,  law,  or  reafon,  as  they  were  the  fupream  power  of 
the  nation,  and  liable  to  no  account  or  controul ;  he 
added,  c  that,  uniefi  there  be  fome  authority  and  power 
6  fo  full  and  high,  as  to  retrain  and  keep  things  in  bet- 
'  ttr  order,  and    that  may  be  a  check  to  thefe  exorbi- 

*  tances,  it  will  be  impofhble  in  human  reafon  to  pre- 

*  vent  our  ruin.'  WhitUck  fpoke  in  vindication  of  the 
parliament,  as  much,  I  fuppofe,  as  he  thought  he  might 
do  with  fafety,  and  Oliver  refting  unfatisfied,  he  faid, 
'  We  ourfelves   have  acknowledged    them  the  fupream 

*  power,  and  taken   our  commiffions  and   authority  in 

*  the  higheff.  concernments  from  them,  and  how  to  re- 
'  (train  and  cuib  them  after  this,  it  will  be  hard  to  find 
4  out  a  way  for  it/     Hereupon  Crcmvjell  plainly  afked, 

*  What  if  a  man  (hould  take  upon  him  to  be  a  king?* 
One  may,  I  thinks  fairly  conclude,  from  hence,  that  he 
had,  for  fome  time,  thought  of  fuch  a  thing,  and  was 
determined  to  be  mafter.  Whitlock  gave  him  honeftly 
his  advice  againff.  carrying  fuch  a  project  into  execution, 
and  propofed  his  treating  with  the  King  of  Sects  as  the 
fureft  means  to  provide  for  his  own  and  the  nation's 
fafety.  Cromwell  was  not  well  pleafed  with  the  expe- 
dient, as  IV o itlock  judged  from  his  countenance  and  car- 
nage, and  therefore  broke  off,  and  went  to  other  com- 
pany (q).  Pofiibly  he  v/as  not  wrong  in  rejecting  th'e^  u'  P° 
propoial. -The  next  month  the  fcene  began  to  open. 54 
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bafe  and  ingrateful,  though  -Oliver  attempted 


to 


*  The  parliament  were  very  bufy  in  debate  of  fevera! 
'  acts  of  parliament  under  confederation,  but  very  little 

*  *  being  brought  to  effect  by  them,  the  foldiers  grum- 
4  bled  at  their  delays,  and  there  began  to  be  ill  blood 
c  between  them  ;  the  general  and  his  officers  preffed 
'  the  putting  a  period  to  their  fitting,  which  they  pro- 
(r)  Whit-  c  mifed  to  do,  but  were  flow  in  that  bufinefs  (r)'  6  And 
>  •  a  '  6  Cromwell,  with  the  other  grandees,  now  began  to  af- 
6  fume  to  themfelves  all  the  honour  of  the  pad  actions, 
4  and  of  the  conquefts  by  them  atchieved  ;  fcarce  own- 
6  ing  the  parliament  and  their  ailiftance  and  provifion 
6  for  them  j  but  taxing  and  cenfuring  the  members  of 
*■  parliament  for  injuftice,  and  delay  of  bufinefs,  and  for 

*  feeking  to  prolong  their  power,  and  promote  their  prt- 
s  vate  interefl,  and  to  fatisfy  their  own  ambition.     With 

,  *  thefe  and  many  others  the  like  cenfures  (continues  my 
c  author)  they  endeavoured  to  calumniate  the  parlia- 
*.  ment,  and  judge  them  guilty  of  thofe  crimes  whereof 
6  themfelves  were  faulty,  not  looking  into  their  own 
c  actions,  nor  perceiving  their  own  defaults;  yet  cen- 

*  furing  the  actions  and  proceedings  of  the  parliament 

*  very  opprobrioufty. The  drift  of  Cromwell  and  his 

s  officers  was  to  put  an  end   to.  this  parliament,  which 

*  many  wondered  at,  and  fought  to  difTuadehim  from  it 

*  upon  all  opportunities  as  far  as  it  was  thought  conve- 
•*  nient,  and  that  they  might  not  appear  defirous  to  con- 

*  tinue   their  own    power,    and  fitting   in  parliament, 

*  whereof  they  had  caufe  to  he  fufEciently  weary.     Nei~ 
'  ther  could  it  be  clearly  forefeen,  that  their  defign  was 

*  to  rout  the  prefent  power,  and  to  fet  up  themfelves  ; 
*"againft  the  which  they  were  advifed,  as  pulling  down 

*  the  foundation  of  their  own  intereft  and  power,  and 

*  the  way  to  weaken  themfelves,  and  hazard  both  their 

*  caufe    and    perfons.     Yet    ftiil  they   feemed    zealous 

*  upon   their   common   pretences  of   right,  and  juflice 
6  and  publick  liberty,  to  put  a  period  to  this  parliament, 

*  and  that,,  if  the  parliament  would  not  fhortly  do  it  them- 

*  felves, 
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*  felves,  that  then  the  foldiers  muft  do  it  (s).'-~ — -Ac-  0)  Whft- 
cordingly,  on  the  20th   of  Aprit,   1653,  tne  parliament  loGk»p,5Sz» 
not  having  put  a  period  to  themfeives   immediately,   as 
Cromwell  hzd  defired,  he  was  fo  enraged  thereat,  '  that  he 

*  commanded  fome  of  the  oiBeers  of  the  army  to  fetch 

*  a  party  of  foldiers,  with   whom    he  marched   to  the  - 

*  houfe,  and  led  a  file  of  mlifqueteers  in  with  him)  the 
€  reft  he  placed  at  the  door  of  the  houfe*  and  in  the 
€  lobby  before  it.     In  this   manner  entering  the  houfe, 

*  he,  in  a  furious    manner,  bid    the    fpeaker  leave  his 

*  chair,   told  the    houfe,  that  they  had  fat  long  enough, 

*  unlefs  they  had  done  more  good ;  that  fome  of  them  tvere 

*  vuhore-majiers,  looking  then  towards  Mr.  Hinry  Mar- 
«  tyn  and  Sir  Peter  Wentw>rih.  That  others  of  them 
c  were  drunkards,  and  fome  corrupt   and    unjuft    men* 

*  and  (candaSous  to  the  profefaon   of  the  Gofpel,  and 

*  that  it  v/as  not  ht  they  (hould  Jit  as  a  parliament  any 

*  longer,  and  defired  them  to  go  away.  The  fpeaker 
€  not  ftirring  from  his  feat,  colonel  Harrlfov^  who  fat 
c  near  the  chair,  rofe  up  and  took  him   by  the  arm  to 

remove  him   from  his  feat,  which,  when  the  fpeaker 

*  faw,  he  left   the   chair.     Some  of  the  members  rofe 

*  up  to  anfvver  Crotnwetis  fpeech,  but  he  would  fuffer 
6  none  to  fpeak  but  himfelf,  which  he  did  with  (o  much 

arrogance  in  himfelf,  and  reproach  to  his  fellow- 
'  members,  that   fome  of  his    privadoes  were  aftiamed 

of  it  ;  but  he  and  his  officers  and  party  w*ould  have 
6  it  fo  :  and,  among  all  the  parliament  men,  of  whom 

many  wore  fwords,  and  would  fumetimes   brag  high, 

not  one  man  offered  to  draw  his  fword  againft  Crom- 
6  well,  or  to  make  the  leaft  refiftance  again  ft  him;  but 
c  all  of  them  tamely  departed  the   houfe.     He   bid   one 

of  the  foldiers  to  take  away  that  fool's  bauble,  the 
c  mace;   and  ftaid   himfelf  to  fee  all    the    members  out 

*  of  the  houfe,  himfelf  the  laft  of  them,  and  then 
caufed  the  doors  of  the  houfe  to  be  (hut  up.  Thus 
was  this  great  parliament,  which  had  done  fo  great 
things,  wholly  at  this  time  routed  by  thofe  whom 
they  had  fet  up,  and  that  took  their  commiftions  and 
authority  from  them ;  nor  could  they,  in  the  leaft, 
jcrftifv  any   aclion   they  had    done,    or   one    drop    of 

Y  ■  blood 
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1  blood  they  had  fpilt,  but  by  this  authority.  Yet 
6  now  the  fervants  rofe  againft  the  mafters,  and  rnoft 
*■  ingratefully,  and  difingenuoufiy,  as  well  as  rafhly  and 
«  imprudently,  they  diflblved  that  power  by  which  them- 

*  felves  were  created  officers  and  foldiers  ;  and  now 
6  they  took  what  they  defigned,  all  power  into  their  own 

*  hands.  All  honeit  and  prudent  indifferent  men  were 
?  highly  dirlalled  at  this   unworthy  action.- Thus  it 

*  pleafed  God,  that  this   afiembly,  famous  through  the 

*  world  for  its  undertakings,  actions  and  fucceffes,  hav- 

*  ing  fubdued  all  their  enemies,  were  themfelves  over- 
fi  thrown  and  ruined  by  their  fervants ;  and  thofe  whom 
6  they  had  raifed,  now  pulled  down  their  mafters.  An 
'  example  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  fcarce  to  be  pa- 

,  wl .  c  ralleled  in  any  ftory,  by  which  all  perfons  may  be 
lock, p.  554.  *  inftrucled  how  uncertain  and  fubjeci  to  change  ail 
and  Ludlow,  «  worldly  affairs  are,  how  apt  .to  fall  when  we  think 
vol.11,  p.      c  t^em  hjgheft  ^y     ifa  j^g  above  account  from  Mr. 

Whitlock,  who  is  univerfally  allowed  to  write  impar- 
tially, we  muff  add  that  Cromwell,  having  interrupted 
the  parliament    in  the   morning,    *  came  in   the  after- 

*  noon  to  the  council  of  ffate  (who  were  affembled  to 
4  do  their  duty  at  the  ufual  place)  accompanied  with 
c  major-general  Lambert  and  colonel  Harrijon,  and  told 
6  them    at   his  entrance.    Gentlemen,  if  you    are    met 

*  here   as  private  perfons,  you  (hall  not   be  difturbed  ; 

*  but  if  as  a  council  of  flate,  this  is  no  place  for  you  \ 

*  and  iince  you  can't  but  know  what  was  done  at 
c  the  houfe   in   the  morning,  fo   take  notice,  that  the 

*  parliament  is  diflblved.     To  this    ferjeant  Brad/haw 

*  anfwered;^  Sir,  we  have  heard  what  you  did  at  the 
4  houfe  in    the  morning,    and   before   many  hours    all 

*  England  will  hear  it:  but,  Sir,  you  are  miftaken  to 
'  think  that  the  parliament  is  diffolved  ;  for  no  power 
6  under  heaven  can  diffolve  them  but  themfelves  ;  there- 

*  fore  take  you  notice  of  that.  Something  more  was 
€  faid  to  the  fame  purpofe  by  Sir  Arthur  Hafelrlg,  Mr. 
4  Love,  and  Mr.  Scot ;  and   then  the  council  of  ftate, 

;  '  i    ,,       c  perceiving  themfelves  to   be  under  the  fame  violence, 

(it)    Ludlow,  ,  ,   fc     N  nr-'J  .  '  .    . 

vol.  ii.  p.         departed  («;. — I  here  is  no  account  of  this  re- 

461.  markabie  day'&  tranfadiions  in  the  Journals.     There  was 
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&n  entry  of  fome  kind  or  other  made,  but  it  was  ex- 
punged, by  order  of  parliament,  January  ^tll,  1659.  ^n 
Mercurius  Poliiicus,  which  was  published  by  authority 
at  that  time,  there  is-  an"  article,  dated  IVeJiminJier^ 
Jprit  20,  in  the  following  words :  4  The  lord  general 
6   delivered  in  parliament  divers  reafons  wherefore  a  pre- 

*  fent  period  fhould  be  put  to  the  fitting  of  this  parlia- 
c  merit;  audit  was  accordingly  done;  the  fpeaker  and 

*  the  members    all   departing.     The  grounds  of  which 

*  proceedings  will  (its  probable)  be  fhortly    made  pub-' 
c  lick.'      Writers  of  Gazettes  in  all  ages   and  countries 
are   pretty  much  the  fame. -If  the  reader    will  turn 

to  Mr.  Hume,  he   may  fee  this  frory  of  the  diflblution  J,*  Great^ 
of  the  parliament  highly  embellished  [x).     It  may  well  Britain,  vol- 
enough   be  thought   a   tranfaclion   of ■  this  nature    mud  "-•  P-  44* 
have  been   varioufiy    cenfured.     The  common  people, 
delighted  with  change,  were  far  enough  from  being  dif- 
pleafed ;    the  Cavaliers    and  the    other  Royalifls   with 
pleafure  faw   thofe  men  difplaced  from  that  power  they 
judged  they  had  no  right  to  afTume  ;  the  D'dcb  were 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  peace  on  better  terms  than  thofe 
fleady  and  refolute  men  everiwould  willingly  have  given 
them;  whilft  the  true  Republicans  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out  on  C'omwe//,  who  had   interrupted  the  parlia- 
ment in   their  career  of  glory.     Mr.  Whithckh  cenfure 
we  have  juft  ken.     Another   author  thus  exclaims    a- 

gainfl:  him. i  His  falfenefs  and   ingratitude,  fays  he, 

4  appeared  fuperlatively  in  turning  out  his  mailers,  who 

*  had  not  only  advanced  him,  but  made  fhernfelves 
'  more  odious  by  their  partial  afFecHon  towards  him, 
c  and  in  his  doing  it  with  the  breach  of  a  pofitive  ne- 
c  gative  oath,  taken  once  a  year,  when  made  a  coun-- 
c  fellor  of  Rate,  befides  the  breach  of  ail  other  en- 
'  gagements,  voluntary  imprecations,  protections  and 
6  oaths,  taken  frequently  upon  all  occafibns  in  dif- 
c  courfe    and    declarations  ;     and    yet    further    (when 

«  he  had  turned  them  out,  and  left  them  void  of  pro-  ($,?!?'* 
\  teclion,  and  expofed   them  to  the  fury  of  the  peop'e)  miftafce  W 
1  in  purfuing  them  with   falfe   reproachful  declarations,  °llv^ 

*  enough  to  have  furred  up  the  rude  multitude  to  have  Cron?we11' 
4  dciirr  ye  $    them,   wherever  they    had  met   them  (  y)/  Lend.'  ft 

Y  2    '  Mr. 
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to  juftify  it,  as  well  as  his  apologifts(xx).  The 
grounds    and  reafons   of  this  proceeding  be- 
ing 

Mr.  Ludloiv  talks  much  in  the  fame  ftrain.     Crcmwell's 
defence  will  be  found  in  the  following  note. 

(xx)  Oliver  attempted  to  jufiify  it,  as  well  as  bis  ape- 
iogifls.]  On  the  twenty- fecond  of  April,  two  days  after 
the  interruption  or  diffolution  of  the  parliament,  a  de- 
claration was  publifhed  in  the  name  of  the  lord-gene- 
ral and  his  council  of  officers,  ihewing  the  grounds  and 
reafons  thereof.  In  this  the  neglect  of  the  parliament, 
in  fettling  a  due  liberty  in  reference  both  to  civil  and 
Spiritual  things,  is  lamented,  and  a  defire  of  perpetu- 
ating themfelves  in  the  fupream  government  afTerted, 
4  For  which  purpofe,'  fays  the  general  and  his  officers, 
the  corrupt  party  [the  majority]  long  oppofed,  and 
frequently  declared  themfelves  fgainft  having  a  new 
reprefentative  :  and  when  they  faw  themfelves  necef- 
fitated  to  take  that  bill   into  confederation,  they   re- 

*  folved  to   make  ufe  of  it  to  recruit   the  houfe  with 

*  perfons  of  the  fame  fpirit  and  temper :   and  the  better 

*  to  effect  this,  divers  petitions  preparing  from  feveral 

*  counties  for  the  continuance  of  this  parliament  were 

6  encouraged,  if  not  fet  on  foot  by  many  of  them.'- 

They  go  on  to  i'c\y,  *  That,  having  a  meeting  with  about 
6  twenty  members  of  parliament,  they  laid  before  them 

*  their  judgment,  that  the  fupream  authority  fhould 
•■  be  by  the  parliament  devolved  upon  known  perfons, 
s  men  fearing  God,  and  of  approved  integrity,  and  the 
4  government   of  the   commonwealth   committed  unto 

*  them  for  a  time,  as  the  moft  hopeful  way  to  encou- 

*  rage   and  countenance   all  God's   people,  reform  the 

*  law,  and  adminifter  juftice  impartially.'  This,  it 
feetns,  found    no   acceptance: -but,  inftead  thereof,  c  it 

*  was  offered,  that  the  way  was  to  continue  ftill  this 
s  prefer] t    parliament,    as    being   that  from  which    we 

*  might  reafonably  expect:  all  good  things.  And  this 
-  being  vehemently  infilled  upon,  did  much  confirm  us 
4  in  our  apprehensions,  that  not  any  love  to  a  repre- 

6  fentativcj 
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ing  published,  they  were  approved   by   the 

chief 

i 

*  Tentative,  but  the  making  ufe  thereof  to  recruit,  and 

*  fo  perpetuate    themfelves,  was  their  aim.     They   be* 

*  ing  plainly  dealt  with  about  this,  and  told,  that  nei- 
6  ther  the  nation,  the  honeft  tntereft,  nor  we  ourfelvcs, 
c  would  be  deluded  by  fuch  dealings,  they  did  agree  to 
4  meet  again  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  for  mutual 
c  fatisfaition,  it  being  confented  to  by  the  members 
<  prefent,  that  endeavours  fhould  be  ufed,  that  nothing 

*  in  the  mean  time  mould  be  done  in  parliament  that 

*  might  exclude  or  fruftrate  the  propofals  above  men- 
6  tioned.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  next  morning  the 
6  parliament  did  make  more  hafte  thanufual,in  carrying 
£  on  their  faid  ac~f,  being  helped  on   therein  by  fome  of 

*  the  perfons  engaged  to  us  the  night  before  ;  none  of 
c  them   which  were  then  prefent  endeavouring   to   op- 

*  pofe  the    fame  :  and    being    ready    to   put  the    main 

*  queftion  for  confum mating  the  faid  a£t,  whereby 
c  our  aforefaid   propofals    would    have    been  rendered 

*  void,  and   the  way  of  bringing  them   into  a  fair  and 

*  full  debate    in   parliament  obftrucled  ;  for  preventing 

*  whereof,  and  all  the  fad  and  evil  confequences,  which 
c  muft,  upon  the  grounds  aforefaid,  have  enfued,  and 
'  whereby,  at  one  blow,  the  intereft  of  all  honeft 
4  men,  and  of  this  g'orious  caufe,  had  been   in  danger 

*  to  be  laid  in  the  dull,  and  thefe  nations  embroiled 
£  in  new  troubles,  at  a  time  when  our  enemies  abroad 
6  are  watching  all  advantages   againft  us,  and  fome  of 

*  them  actually  engaged  in   a  war  with    us  :  we  have 

*  been  necefiitated,  though  with  much  reluclancy,  to 
'  put  an  end  to  this  parliament;  which  yet  we  have 
(  done  (we  hope)  out  of  an  honeft  heart,  preferring 
'  this  caufe  above  cur  names,  lives,  families,  or  inte- 
(  refts,  how  dear  foever  ;  with  clear  intentions  and  real 

*  purpofes   of  heart,  to  call  to  the  government  perfons 

*  of  approved  fidelity  and  honeft,  believing,  that  as 
'  none  wife  will  expect  to  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  fo 
4  good  men  will    hope,  that,  if  perfons  fo  qualified  be 

Y  3  ,  «  chofen, 
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chief  officers   in  the    fleet   and   army,    and 

the 


c  chofen,  the  fruits  of  a  juO:  and  righteous  refor- 
'  mation,  fo  long  prayed  and  wifhed  for,  will,  by  the 
(%)  Deck-  c  bieffing  of  God,  be  in  due  time  obtained,  to  the  re- 
ration  of  the  c  frelhingof  all ■  thofe  good  hearts  who  have  been  pant- 
raT  &c.  "  c  ing  after  thofe  things  (z).'-— Mr.  Maidfion,  fteward 
London  of  the  houfehold  to  Cromwell,  a  member  of  his  parlia- 
prn'edby     ments-  and   well  acquainted  with  his  actions,  fpeaking 

Henry  Hills  *  — ,  'to 

and  Thomas  °^  his  return  to  London  from  the  victory  nxWorcefter, 
Bewfter,  adds,  4  He  had  not  long  continued  here,  before  it  was 
printers  to     <  ftronely  imoreft  upon  him  by  thofe,   to  whom  he  had 

the  army.        ,     ■  *- .  Jr  L  i        •  •         i    \  \    a  i         j 

4to.  160.  no    realon  to  be  utterly   incredulous,  and  itrengtnned 

4  by  his  own  obfervation,  that  the  perfons  then  called 

*  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth   of  England,  as 

*  from  whom  he  had  derived    his  authority,  and  by  vir- 
■ c  tue  whereof  he  had  fought  fo  many  holy  men  in  Scot- 

4  land  into  their  graves*  were  not  fuch  as  were  fpirited 

*  to  carry  the  good  intereft  to  an  end?  wherein  he  and 

*  they  had  jeoparded  all  that  was   of  concern  to  them 
c   in   this    world  ;    and    I  wi(h  cordially,  that  there  had 

■*  not  been  too  great  a  ground  for  thofe  allegations.      The 

6  refult  of  them,   after  many  debates  betwixt  the  mem- 

*  hers   then   fitting,  and   the    general,  with  fome  who 

*  joined  with  him,  was  the  diflblution  of  that  parlia- 
(a)  Thvrr  «  ment  by  a  military  force  fince  called  by  a  fofter  word, 
t^nfi?.'  U  c  interruption  (a).9 — — - Thefe  were  the  pleas  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  diiTolution  by  thofe  who  had  accomplifhed 
it.  Since  this  others  have  taken  up  the  argument,  and 
in  behalf  of  Cromwell  obferve,  '  That  the  prefbyte- 
'  rian  party  being  expelled  the  houfe,  the  fmall  re- 
'  mainder  v/as  only  a  junto,  which  derived  their  autho- 
'  rity  from  the  power  of  the  fword  ;  their  votes  and 
4  acls  were  no  farther  laws  than  the  fword  conftrained 
6  obedience  to  them  ;  they  were  only  continued  in  their 

*  feats    by   Cromwell   for   a    prefent  convenience';     and 
■*  therefore  as  they  were  only  countenanced  and  fupport- 

*  ed  by  the  power  of  the  fword,   which  was  then  in  "the 
f  bajids  of '  Crwwcll,  they  were  to  be  looked  upon  as  no 

6  other 
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the   general  thereupon  proceeded   to  nomi- 
nate 

4  other  than  a  party  fet  Dp  by  him,  and  owing  their  aii- 

*  thority    to  him.     So  that  when  they  began  to  extend 

*  that  authority  beyond  itsjimits,  and  aiTumed  to  them- 
4  felyes  a  democratical  power  in  oppofition  to  him  from 

*  whom  they  derived  their  fubfiftence,  they  were  rather 

*  rebels  to  Cromwell,  than  Cromwell  to  them  ;  and  as 
4  he  fet  them  up  in  hopes  that  they  might  be  ferviceab'e 
4  to  him  for  the  good  of  t».e  nation,  might  pull  them 
4  down  again,  when  he  faw  them  exceeding  their  com- 
4  million.  Now  whether  the  deilgri  for  the  bringing  of 
4  which  to  pafs,  Cromwell  fixed  them  in  their  feats  pry 
4  tempore,   were    good  or   ba.d,  is  not  the  queltion  :  but 

*  whether  they  who  were  no  lawful  authority,  but  onlv 
4  acled  under  the  fafeguard  of  another  unlawful  autbo- 
'  rity,  had   power  to   make  any  act  good  or  evil,   as  it 

*  fuited  with  their  interert,  or  oppofed  their  defigns. 
4  For  if  they  had  not,  which  is  moil:  probable,  Cram* 
4  well  is  never  a  jot  the  more  impious,  the  more  per- 
4  jured,    the  more    villain,    becaufe  they  call   him  fo. 

*  For  being  a  junto  of  his  own  e  eding,  upon  fuch  and 
c  fuch  confederations,  he  might  without  any  fear  of  thofe 

*  reproaches,  fend  them  a  grazing  when  he  found  them 

'  deviating  from  thofe  ends  for  which  he   had  furrered  (b)  Modeft 

*  them  to   keep  their  places  (b).' Mr.  R'ipin  is  an  Vindication 

advocate  on   the  fame  fide  of  tne  queflion.     4  The  re-  %      ncJ, 

ii-  •    n     s>  Cromwell, 

4  publicans,  fays  he,  were  enraged  agamix  Cromwell,  p.  49. 
4  and  deemed  him  the  moil  perfidious  of  men.  This  is 
4  not  very  flrange,  fince  he  had  wrelled  from  that  par- 
4  liament  the  fovereign  power,  feized  by  thefe  repub- 
4  licans  without  any  lawful  authority.  But  what  was 
4  this  parliament  ?  It  was  an  aflembly  of  independents, 
4  anabaptifts,  fanaticks,  enthufialts,  and  others  of  no 
4  religion,  who  under  colour  of  eflablifhing  a  free  com- 
4  mon wealth,  held  the  nation  in  fervitude;  who,  to 
4  confirm  their  own  authority,  had  treated  their  fellow 
4  members  with  unheard  of  violence,  and  dared  to 
c  embrue   their,   hands   in    the  blocd  of  the  late  King, 

Y  4      ■  4  M 
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nate  a  new  council  of  ftate,  and  to  call  a 

par> 

{  at  a  time  when   he   had  almolt  granted  every  thing 
c  that  was  defired  j  who,  in    fiort,  were  indubious  to 
4  break  the  union  of  the  church,  to  fubvert  all  religion, 
*  or  introduce  the  rnoft  ridiculous  and  extravagant  one. 
(c)  Hiftory    4   Was  it  therefore  more  eligible  for  England  to  be  go- 
ot  England,  «  verned  by  thefe  men,  than  by  a  Cromwell  (c)  V     Thefe 
6oi.!'fo]'.     things  are  all  eafily  fpoken.     But  whoever  will  confider, 
Load.  1733.  that  Crcmuell  in  this  airair  was  deilitute  of  the  plea  of 
neceffity  and  felf- prefer  vation  5  that  he  had  received  very 
great  favours   from,  and   had   actually  fworn  to  be  true 
and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth,  that  he  had  approved 
of  their  actions,  and  zealouily   concurred  with  them  in 
the  moll  exceptionable  of  them  ;  that  he  charges  them 
not  with  the  ill  things  done,  but  only  fome  good  things 
omitted,  a  charge  to  which  every  government  on  earth 
is,  and  always  will   be  liable :  I  fay,  whoever  ccnfiders 
thefe   things,  and   withal  cjdls   to   mind  that  they  were 
about  to  pafs  an  a£t  for  their  own  diilolution,  and  for 
(</)  Journal,  the  calling   and  fettling  of  future  and  fuccelTive    parlia- 
Av-  J3'       ments   (<^),  even  at  the   time  Cromwell  ufed  this  force, 
1  ;3'  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  not  be  over  hafly  in  his  juffificar 

tion.     Of  this    however    the  confiderate  and   unpreju- 
.   diced  reader  mufi  be  the  judge. 

Mr.  Hatringtofy  after  cenfuring  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  the  commonwealth,  J  as  an  oligarchy,5  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  '  council  without  a  ballance,'  or  as  he 
before  oprefFes  it,  *  A  parliament  confifling  of  a  Tingle 

*  afTembly  elected  by  the  people,  and  inverted   with  the 

*  whole  power  of  the  government,  without  any  cove- 
4  nants,  conditions  or  orders  whatfoever  :'  I  fay,  after 
thus  cenfuring  the  form  of  that  government,  proceeds  to 
take  notice  of  its  diffolution  by  Cromwell  in  the  follow- 
ing  terms :  '  I    come   now  to   the  army,  fays    he,  of 

*  which  the  mofc  victorious  captain  and    incomparable 

*  patriot  O'phaus  Aiegakior  was  now  general :  who  be- 

*  ing  a  much  greater  mafter  of  that  art,  whereof  I  have 
4  made  a  rough  draught  in   thefe  preliminaries,  had  fo 

&  fad 
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parliament.     This  was  furnamed  the  Little, 


or 


*  fad  reflexions  upon  the  ways  and  proceedings  of  the 

*  parliament^  as  caft   him   upon   books,  and  all  other 

*  means  of  diverfion,  among  which  he  happened  upon 

*  this  place  of  Machiavel :     Thrice  happy    is    that  peo- 

*  pie   which  chances  to  have  a  man  able  to  give  them 
4  fuch  a  government  at  once,  as  without  alteration  may 

*  fecure  them  of  their  liberties ;  feeing  it  is  certain,  that 

*  Latedemon%   in  obferving  the  laws  of  Lycurgusy  conti- 
6  nued  about  eight  hundred  years  without  any  dange- 

*  rous  tumult  or  corruption.     My  lord  general  (as  it  is 

*  faid  of  ThemiJiocleSj  that  he  could  not  fleep  for  the 
glory  obtained   by  Miitiadei  at  the  battle  of  Maraiho) 

*  took  fo  new  and  deep  impreftion  at  thefe  words  of  the 
much  greater  glory  of  Lycwgus,  that  being  on  this  fide 
afTaulted  with  the  emulation  of  his  illuftrious  object, 

*  on   the  other   with  the   mifery  of  the   nation,  which 
6  feemed  (as  it   were  ruined  by  his  victory)  to  caft  her- 

*  Celt  at  his  feet,  he  was  almoft  wholly  deprived  of  his 

*  natural  reft,  until  the  debate  he  had    within   himfelf 

*  came  to  a  firm  refolution,  that  the  greateft  advantages 

*  of  a  commonwealth  are,  flrft,  that  the  legiilator  fhould 
4  be   one  man :    and    fecondly,    that  the  government 

*  fhould  be  made  altogether,  or  at  once.  For  the  firft, 
'  it   is   certain,  faith  Machiavel,  that  a  commonwealth 

*  is  feldom  or  never  well  turned  or  conftituted,  except 
4  it  have   been  the  work  of  one  man  :  for  which  caufe 

*  a  wife  legiilator,  and  one  whofe  mind  is  firmly  fet, 
6  not  upon  private  but  the  publick  intereft,  not  upon  his 
4  pofterity  but  upon  his  country,  may  juftly  endeavour 
(  to  get  the  fovereign  power  into  his  own  hands  ;  nor 
1  (hall  any  man  who  is  mafter  of  reafon,  blame  fuch 
4  extraordinary  means  as  in  that  cafe  fhall  be  necelTary, 

*  the  end  proving  no  other,  than  the  'conftitution   of  a 

*  well  ordered  commonwealth.  7  he  reafon  of  this  is 
6  demonftrable  ;  for  the  ordinary  means  not  failing,  the 
4  commonwealth  hath  no  need  of  a  legiflator ;  but  the 
1  ordinary  means  failing,  there  is  no  recourfe  to  be  had 

*  but 
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or   Prajfegod   Barebones    parliament    (yv), 

the 

W  Coma"lth   '  but  to  fuch  as  are  extraordinary  (e).9     This  was  writ- 
of  Oceana,    ten,   I  fuppofe,   to  Simulate  Cromwell's    ambition,  and 
p.  49.  Fol.  excite  him  by  the  defire  of  real  glory  to  eftablifh  a  per- 
uana. 1656.  feQ  commonwealth,   and  to  *  launch,  immediately  forth 
6  into  an  empire  of  laws.'     But  he   had  no  fuch  inten- 
tion as  this,  and  therefore  cannot  be  entitled  to  this  vin- 
dication.    To  come  to  a  conclufion — Whatever  crime 
the  general  was  guilty  of  in  this    affair,  it  certainly  was 
a  proof  of  his   fuperior  ability.     For,  as  Dr.  Warburton 
obferves,  c  Cromwell  feemeth  to  be  difiinguifhed   in  the 
'  moft  eminent   manner,  with  regard    to  his  abilities, 

*  from  all  other  great  and  wicked  men,  who  have  over- 
fi  turned  the  liberties  of  their  country.     The  times    in 

*  which  others  fucceeded  in  this  attempt,  were  fuch  as 
,*  faw   the  fpirit   of  liberty  fuppreiTed   and   flifled   by  a 

*  general  luxury  and  venality  :  but  Cromwell  fubdued 
c  his  country,  when  this   fpirit  was  at  its  height,  by  a 

*  fuccefsful  ftruggle  againfi:  court- oppreffion.;.  and  while 
(j) Notes  *  it  was  conducted  and  fupported  by  a  fet  of  the  greateil 
on  Pope's  i  geniufes  for  government  the  world  ever  faw  {/)' 
Man  Tnhis  What  an  idea  1S  bere  given  of  the  capacity  of  this  ex- 
Works,  vol.  traordinary  man !  What  an  eulogium  on  his  matters 
m.  p.  89.     whom  he  difplaced,  and  ruled  over  ! 

i7cii   V°  (YY)   &e  conjliiuted  a  council  of ' Jiate^  and  fummoned 

Barebone' 's parliament,']  The  parliament  being  diffolved 
by  Cromwell,  no  viable  povver  was  in  being,  but  the 
ibldiery.  This  mufi  have  been  an  alarming  confidera- 
tion.  To  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  it,  a  declaration  was 
let  forth  in  the  general's  name  in    the  following  words  : 

*  Whereas  the  parliament  being  diffolved,  pcrfons  of 
'  approved  fidelity  and  honefly,  are  (according  to  the 
c  late  declaration  of  the  22d  of  April  laft)  to  be  called 

*  from  the  feveral  parts  of  this  commonwealth  to  the 
'*  fupream  authority;  and  although  effectual  proceedings 

c  are  and  have  been  had  for  perfecting  thefe  refolutions; 

*  yet  fome  convenient  time  being  required  for  the- af- 
'  fembling  of  thofe  perfons,  it  hath  been   found  neeef- 

'  lary 
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the  fubjedt  of  ridicule,  reproach  and  cenfure, 

from 


*  fary  for  preventing  the  faid  mifchiefs  and  inconvenien- 

*  ces  which  may  arife  in  the  mean-while  to  the  pub- 
'  lick  affairs,  that  a  councel  of  ftate  be  conftituted,  to 

*  take  care  of,  and  intend  the  peace,  fafety  and  prefent 
c  management  of   the  affairs  of   this   commonwealth : 

*  which  being  fettled  accordingly,  the  fame  is  hereby 
'  declared  and  published,  to  the  end  all  perfons  may 
'  take   notice  thereof,  and  in  their    feveral  places  and 

*  ftations   demean   themfelves   peaceably,  giving  obedi- 

*  ence  to  the  laws  of  the  nation  as  heretofore :  in  the 

*  exercife   and   adminiftration    whereof,    as  endeavours 

*  mall  be  ufed,  that  no  oppreffion  or  wrong  be  done  to 
1  the  people,  fo  a  ftrict  account  will  be  required  of  all 

*  fuch   as  fhail  do  any   thing  to  endanger  the  publick  (g)  Mercu- 
6  peace   and  quiet  upon  any   pretence  whatfoever  (g),9  nus  Poiiti- 
This  bears   date  April  30,   1653.     In    this  high   tone  j",'    °" 
fpoke   Cromwell,    who  now,    having    all   power  in  his  2410. 
hands,  printed  an  order  for  the  continuance  of  the  af-  „*  I(i  No 
fefiment  for  the  payment  of  the  army  and  the  navy  for  157.  P. 
fix   months  (/?),  after  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twen-  25°6« 

ty  thoufand  pounds  a  month,  and  ilTued  out  warrants 
for  feveral  perfons  to  appear  at  Whitehall,  and  receive 
from  him  the  fupream  power.  In  the  Journal  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  July  4th,  1653,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  calling  this  aflembly. '  Se- 
veral letters  having  iiTLied,  under  the  hand  and  feal  of 
the  lord  general,  direcied  unto  divers  perfons,  in  this 
form  ;  Forafmuch  as,  upon  the  diflbiution  of  the  late  , 
parliament,  it  became  neceffary  that  the  peace,  fafety, 
and  good  government  of  this  commonwealth  mould 
be  provided  for;  in  order  whereunto,  divers  perfons, 
fearing  God,  and  of  approved  fidelity  and  honefty, 
are  by  myfelf,  with  the  advice  of  my  council  of  of- 
ficers, nominated  ;  to  whom  the  great  charge  and  truft 
of  fo  weighty  affairs  is  to  be  committed  ;  and  having 
good  alTurance  of  the  love  to,  and  courage  for  God, 
and  intereft  for  his  caufe,  and   of  the  good  people  of 

«  this 
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from  men  who  knew  little  of  its  real  cha- 
racter, 

«  this  commonwealth  :  I,  Oliver  Cromwell,  captain-go 

*  neral  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  and 
6  forces  raifed,  and  to  be  raifed  in  this  commonwealth, 

*  do  hereby  fummon  and  require  you 

*  (being  one  of  the  faid  perfons  nominated)  personally  to 
c  be   and  appear  at  the   council-chamber  in  Whitehall^ 

*  within  the  city  of  Weftminfter^  upon  the  fourth  day  of 

*  July  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof,  then  and  there  to 
'  take  upon  you  the  faid  truft,  unto  which  you  are 
'  hereby  called  and  appointed,  to  ferve  as  a  member  for 

*  the  county  of  :  and  hereof  you  are 
'  not  to  fail.  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  the  ilxth 
f  day  of  June,  1653. 

Q.  Cromwell.  . 

c  This  day  there  was  a  great  appearance  of  thofe  per- 

*  fons  (to  whom  the  letters  were  directed)  in  the  coun^ 
c  cil-chamber  at  Whitehall;  when  the  lord -general  de^ 

*  dared  unto  them  the  grounds  and  end  of  calling  them  % 
c  and  delivered  unto  them  an  instrument,  in  writing  un* 
4  der  his  hand  and  feal ;  and  afterwards  left  them.'  In 
the  Mercurlus  Politlcus  there  is  an  article  from  Whitehall 
of  the  fame  date,  in  which  it  is  faid,  *  That  the  gen- 

*  tlernen  that  were  called  to  the  fupream  authority,  met, 
c  to  the  number  of  above  one  hundred  and  twenty,  in 

*  the  council-chamber,  and   being   fet  round  about  the 

*  table,  the  lord-general  Handing  by  the  window  oppo- 

*  fite  to  the  middle  of  the  table,  and  having  as  many 
c  of  the  army  officers  as  the  room  could   well    contain, 

*  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left ;  his  lordfhip  made  a 

*  very  grave,  chriftian   and   reafonable  fpeech,  and  ex- 

*  hortation  to  them  ;  wherein  he  briefly  recounted  the 
e  many  great  and  wondrous   mercies   of  God   towards 

* 'this  nation  ; he  fet  forth  alfo  the  progrefs  of  af- 

t  fairs  fince  the  famous  vitftory  at  Worcejhr,  wherein 
c  that  arch-enemy  of  this  nation  was  wholly  fubdued, 
c  Fie  like  wife  laid   down  the  actings  of  the  army  there- 

*  upon, 
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raster,  or  cared   not   what   they  faid  about 


it. 


*  upon,  together  with  the  grounds  and  neceffity  of  their 

*  diflolving   the   parliament,  which   his  excellency  de- 

*  clared  to  be  for  the  prefervation  of  this  caufe*  and  the 
4  intereft  of   all  honefr.  men  who   have  been  ingaged 

*  therein.     Moreover  he  very  amply  held  forth  the  clear- 

*  nefs  of  the  call  given  to  the  prefent  members,  to  take 

*  upon  them  the  fupream  authority  ;  and  did  from  the 

c  Scriptures  exhort  them  to  their  duties,  and  encourage* 
c  them  therein  ;  defiririg  that  a  tendernefs  might  be  uftd 

*  towards  ail  godly  and  confcientious  perfons,  of  what 
c  judgment,  or  under  what  form  foe ver.     Which  being 

*  ended,  his  iordfhip  produced  an  inftrument  under  his 

*  own  hand  and  feal,  whereby  he  did,  with  the  advice  of 
4  his  officers,  devolve  and  intruft  the  fupream  authority 
c  and  government  of  this  commonwealth,  into  the  hands 
c  of  the  perfons   then  met,  who,  or  any  forty  of  them, 

*  are  to  be  held  and  acknowledged  the  fupream  autho- 
€  rity  of  the  nation  ;  unto  whom  all  perfons  within  the 
c  fame,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  are  to 

*  yield  obedience  and  fubje£r.ion.     And  they  are  not  to 

*  fit  longer  than  the  third  of  November,   1654.     Three 

*  months   before   their    diflbiution,   they   are   to  make 

*  choice  of  other  perfons  to  fucceed  them,  who  are  not 

*  to  lit  longer  than  a  twelvemonth,    but   it  is  left  to 

*  them  to  take  care   for   a   fucceffion  in  government. 

*  Which  inftrument  being  delivered  to  the  perfons  afore- 

c  faid,  his  lord/hip  commended   them    to  the  grace  of(0Mereu«- 

c  God  {if.9 Mr.  Rous  was  called  to  the  chair  in  x™T$l 

this  afTembly,  and  it  was  '  Refolved  that  fome  members  2563.  And* 
of  the  houfe  fhould  be  fent  to  the  lord-general  to  deftre  Thurloe, 
him  to  afford  his  prefence  and  affiftance  in  the  houfe,  as  T^/'  p* 
a   member  thereof;  viz.  Sir  Anthony  Ajhley  Cooper \  Sir 
Gilbert    Pickering  *    Mr.    Strickland ',  Colonel   5/dWj.wr, 
Mr.  Mayer,   Mr.  Carew,  Colonel  Sennet,  Colonel  Jones. 
And  the  quefHon  being  propounded,  that  Major-Gene- 
ral Lambert,    Major- General  Harrifon,  Major- General 
DefhtfQWy  znd.  Colonel  TbomUnf^  be,  and  are  hereby, 

8  called 
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it.— But    they   ibon    refigned  the    power 

back 

called  to  fit  as  members  of  thi3  houfe;  it  pafTed  in  the 
(*)  Journal,  affirmative  (£).'« — —So  oddly  were  the  members  of  this 
parliament  chofen  ! — Mr.  Maidjlone^  fpeaking  concern- 
ing them,  fays*  *  The  lord -general  by   his    authority, 

*  (which  was  but  military)  furnmons  one  hundred  per- 
4  fons  out  of  all  parts  of  the  nation  (with  competent  in- 

*  differency  and  equality)  to  reprefent  the  nation,  and 
.*  invefls  them  with  legislative  authority.  They  meet 
4  and  accept  it,  aflume  the  title  of  parliament,  and  fit 
4  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  ajid  enact  fundry  laws  ; 
4  but  in  a  fhort  time,  made  it  appear  to  all  confidering 

*  and  unprejudiced  men,  that  they  v/crc-buic  negotio 
4  impares,  non  objiante  their  godlinefs  5  of  which  the 
?•  more  judicious  of  them  being  fenfible,  contrived  the 
4  matter  fo  as  to  difTolve  themfelves  by  an  act  of  their 

(/)  Thurloe,,  c  owri)  anc{  refolve  their  authority,  whence  they  iirft 
o.^.p.  ^  derived  it,  upon  the  general  (/).'  Cromwell's  own 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  thefe  men  is  fey  ere 
enough,  though  it  be  not  expreffed  in  the  cleared  man- 
ner. 4  It  was  thought  then,  fays  he,  that  men  of  oui' 
f  judgment,  that  had  fought   in  the  wars,  and  were  all 

*  of  a  piece  upon   that  account,  why  furely  thefe  men 

*  will  hit  it,  and  them  men  will  do  it  to  the  purpofe 
4  whatever  can  be  defired,  truly  we  did  think,  and  I 
4  did  think  fo,  the  more  to  blame  of,  and  fuch  a  com- 
4  pany  of  men  were  chofe  and  did  proceed  in  action, 
4  and  truly  this  was  the  naked  truth,  that  the  iffue  was 

*  not  anfwerable  to  the   fimplicity  and  honefty  of  the 

*  defign.  What  the  ifliie  of  that  meeting  would  have 
i  been,  and  was  feared,  upon  which  the  fober  men  of 
4  that  meeting  did  withdraw,  and  came  and  returned  my 
4  power  as  far  as  they  could,  they  did  actually  the  great- 
4  er  part  of  them  into  my  own  hands,  profeffing  and 
4   believing  that  the  ifTue  of   that  meeting  would  have 

*  been  the  fubverfion  of  your  laws,  and  of  all  the  liber- 
4  ties  of  this  nation,  the  destruction  of  the  minifters  of 
4  this  nation.     In  a  word,  the  confufion  of  all  things, 

4  and 
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back  into  his  hands,  and  thereby  gave  him 


an 


and  infiead    of  order,  to  fet   up   the  judicial  law   of 

Mofes,  in  abrogation  of  all  our  adminiftrations,  to 
have  been  adminiftred  the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  pro 
hie  &  nunc,  according  to  the  wifdom  of  any  man  that 
would   have    interpreted  the   text,  this    way  or   that  )fp>   ***c 

way  (z?z).' Lord  Clarendon  allures  us,  i  That  there  1657. 

were  amongfl  them  divers  of  the  quality  and  degree 
of  gentlemen,  and  who  had  eflates,  and  fuch  a  pro- 
portion of  credit  and  reputation,  as  could  confift  with 
the  guilt  they  had  contracted.  But  much  the  major 
part  of  them  confifted  of  inferiour  perfons,  of  no 
quality  or  name,  artificers  of  the  meaneft  trades, 
known  only  by  their  gifts  in  praying  and  preaching, 
which  was  now  praclifed  by  all  degrees  of  men,  but 
fcholars,  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  which  num- 
ber, that  there  may  a  better  judgment  be  made  of 
the  reft,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  name  one,  from  whom 
that  parliament  itfelf  was  afterwards  denominated, 
who  was  Praife-God  (that  was  his  chriflian  name) 
Barebone,  a  leather-feller  in  Fleetflreet^  from  whom  (he 
being  an  eminent  fpeaker  in  it)  it  was  afterwards  called 
Praife-God  Barebone^s  %  parliament.  In  a  word,  they 
were  generally  a  pack  of  weak  fenfelefs  fellows,  fit 
only  to  bring  the  name,  and  reputation  of  parliaments,  (>i)  YohvU 
lower  than  it  was  yet  («).'  Mr.  Hume  (peaks  withP**82, 
like  contempt  of  this  afiembly,  and  is  as  fevere  as  Cla- 
rendon himfelf  in  his  account  of  their  proceedings.-— 
His   lordfhip   afterwards  adds,    '  And   thefe  men  thus 

*  Sir  Anthony  Afhley  Cooper  was  much  more  eminent  and  atlive  ;  as 
appears  from  the  journals.  From  his  tranfactions  in  this  and  Crom- 
well's after  parliaments^  Dryden  took  occafton  to  characterize  him  In. 
his  early  years  a:--- 

A  vermin,  wriggling  in  th'  ufurper's  ear  j 
Bart'ring  his  venal  wit  for  fums  of  gold, 
He  raft  himfelf  into  the  faint-like  mould  ; 
Groan'd,  figh'd  and  pray'd,  while  godlinefs  wa,s, gain j 

The  loudeft  bagpipe  of  the  freaking  train.  Me  vs.  l. 

6  brought 
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an   opportunity   of  affuming  and  exercifing 

the 


*  brought  together,  continued  in  this  capacity  near  fix 

*  months,  to  the  amazement,  and  even  mirth  of  the 
6  people.     In  which  time  they   never  entered  into  any 

*  grave  and  ferious  debate,  that  might  tend  to  any  fet- 
c  dement,  but  generally  expreiTed  great  fharpnefs  againft 

*  all   learning,  out  of  which  they  thought  the  clergy 

*  had  grown,  and  ftill  would  grow.     There  were  now 

*  no  bifhops   for  them  to  be  angry  with ;  they  had  al- 

*  ready   reduced   all  that  order   to  the   loweft  diftrefs. 

*  But  their  quarrel  was  againft  all  who  had  called  thern- 
6  felves  minifters,  and  who,  by  being  called  fo,  re- 
€  ceived   tythes,    and  refpecl   from    their    neighbours. 

*  They  looked  upon  the  function  itfelf  to  be  antiehri- 

*  ftian,  and  the  perfons  to  be  burthenfome  to  the  peo- 

*  pie,  and  the  requiring  and  payment   of  tythes  to  be 

*  abfolute  Judaifm,  and  they  thought  fit  they  iliould  be 

*  abolifhed  together ;  and  that  there  might  not  for  the 
c  time  to  come  be  any  race  of  people   who  might  re- 

*  vive  thofe  pretences,  they  propofed  that  all  lands  be- 

*  longing  to  the  univerfities,  and  colleges  in  thofe  uni- 

*  verfities,  might  be  fold,  and  the  monies  that  fhould 

*  arife  thereby,  be  difpofed  for  the  publick  fervice,  and 
(o)  Vol.  vi.  c  to  eafe  the  people  from  the  payment  of  taxes  and  con- 
p.  484»        c  tributions  (0).'     This  is  very  virulent  as  ufual ;  and  as 

ufual  has  a  great  mixture  of  falfhood.  Many  of  Crom~ 
well's  after  councilors  were  in  this  aflembly,  fuch  as 
Sir  Anthony  Afoley  Cooper,  Mr.  Strickland,  Sir  Charles 
Wdfely:  many  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  Blake,  Monckei  Montagu,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  befides  the  general  arid  other  oficers  men- 
tioned above.  W hat  mirth  they  afforded  I  know  not. 
They  were  treated  as  the  fupream  authority  of  the  na«* 
tion,  and  had  the  moft  humble  applications  made  to 
them  from  the  chief  cavaliers,  fuch  as  the  Earl  of  Wor- 
cejler,  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Derby,  the  Lord  Manf- 
field,  the  Earl  of  Shrew/bury,  and  many  others,  whofe 
petitions   are  mentioned  in  the  Journals  ;  not  to  take 

BD.ice 
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the  i'upream  power  of  the  nation,  under  the 


'53- 


title 


notice  of  their  being  folemnly  addrefied  to  by  fovereign 
princes,  and  their  fending  ambaffadors  abroad  :  whether 
they  ever  entered  into  any  grave  or  fefious  debate  which 
might  tend  to  a  fettlement,  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
judge,  /when  he  is  informed,  that  for  the  right  ordering 
and  fettling  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  they  appointed 
committees  for,  the  affairs  of  Ireland  and  Scotland ; 
for  the  law  ;  the  army  ;  for  infpecling  the  treafuries, 
and  regulating  of  officers  and  falaries  5  for  the  bufinefs 
of  trade  and  corporations  \  for  the  poor,  and  regulating 
commiffions  of  the  peace;  for  confidering  of  public 
debts,  and  to  receive  accufations  of  bribery,  public 
frauds,  and  breach  of  public  truft  ;and  for  the  advancement  (?3  jWnafy 
of  learning  (p).  And  whoever  will  look  into  their  jour-  ^  *  *' 
na!s  will  find  that  they  were  employed  about  points  of 
the  higheft  national  concernment,  fuch  as  the  abolifh- 
ing  the  court  of  chancery  on  account  of  its  expenfive- 
nefs  and  delays  5  the  forming  a  new  body  of  the  law; 
the  uniting  Scotland  with  England^  regulating  mar- 
riages, and  veiling  the  folemnization  and  cognizance  of 
them  in  the  civil  magiftrate;  together  with  other  things 
of  moment.  It  no  way  appears  that  they  intended  to 
fet  up  the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  or  fell  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  univerfities,  and  therefore  the  imputa- 
tion of  fuch  intentions  to  them,  muff,  be  deemed  un- 
juft  and  abuftve.  Tythes  *  from  the  beginning  had  en- 
gaged their  attention ;  but  that  they  had  no  defign  to 
abolifh  them,  is  plain  from  the  following  report  made 
by  Mr.  Sadler^  a  few  days  before  their  rehgnation,  from 
the  committee  for  tythes Refolved,  *  That  it  be 

*   In  the  manufcript,  belonging  formerly  to  colonel  Saunders,  quoted  m 
hotels),  it  is  propofed,  '  That  tythes   be  wholly  taken   away,  the  pa- 

*  rifhioners  (torn  whom  they  are  due,  paying  in  lieu  thereof  to  the  Mate 

*  where  they   are  not  appropriate,  and    to   the   owners  where  they  are, 

*  moderate  and  certain  rent-charge  out  of  their  lands  •.  the  minifters  to* 

*  be  maintained,  either  by  the  voluntary  contributions   of  fuch  as  defue 

*  to  hear  them,  or  elfe  by  fome  fettled  peniions  out.  of  the  public  trea- 
'  fury.' 

X  «  pre- 
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title   of  Lord    Protestor    of  the   common- 
wealth 

c  prefented  to  the  parliament,  that  all  fuch  as  are  or 
4  (hall 'be  approved  for  publick  preachers  of  the  Gofpel  • 
■'*  in  the  publick  meeting  places,  (hall  have  and  enjoy 
6  the  maintenance  already  fettled  by  law;  and  fuch 
6  other  encouragement,  as  the  parliament  hath  already 
£  appointed,  or  hereafter  (hall  appoint :  and  that  where 

*  any   fcrqple  payment    of  tythes,  the   three  next  juf- 
s  tices  of  the  peace,  or  two  of  them,  fhall,  upon  com- 

*  plaint,  call   the  parties  concerned  before  them  ;  and, 

*  by  the  oaths  of  lawful  witnefies,  fhall  duly  apportion 
6  the  value  of  the  faid  tythes,  to  be  paid  either  in  mo- 

*  ney,  or  land  by  them  to  be  fet  out  according  to  the 
i  faid  value,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  that  was 
6  to  have  the  faid  tythes  :  and  in  cafe  fuch  apportioned 
6  value  be  not  duly  paid,  or  enjoyed,  according  to  the 
c  order  of  the  faid  juftices,  the  tythes  fhall  be  paid  in 
6  kind,  and  fhall  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record. 
c  Upon  hearing  and  confidering  what  hath  been  offer-. 
c  ed   to  this  committee  touching  propriety  in  tythes  of 

*  incumbents,  rectors,  pofleffors   of  donatives,  or  pro- 
'   priate  tythes,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  and 

(q)  journal,  <  refolved   to  be  fo  reported  to  the  parliament,  that  the 
Dec.  2,        i  i^id  perfons  have  a.  legal  propriety  in  tythes  (q)*     So 
that  a  regulation  in  tythes  we  fee   was  the  thing  intend- 
ed, which  yet  raifed  a  clamour  againft,  and  fixed  a  cha- 
racter on    this    parliament,  as  enemies  to  the  miniftry, 
to  learning,  and   every  thing  valuable  in  fociety.     Such 
is  the  hatred  of  ecclefiailics  againft  all  who  would  reform 
their  laws  and  cuftoms,  however  unjufl   and  tyrannical. 
?Tis  not  forgotten  how  zealous  thele  men  were  againft 
the  Quakers  tythe  bill  in  the  year  i  736,     A  bill  founded 
(r)Anfwer    on  ftri&  juftice  and  perfect  equity,  and  oppofed  through 
to  the  Conn-  interefU  prejudice,  or  worfe  views,  as  was   then  ihewn, 
pfea  againft* to  a  demonflration,  in  one  of  the  heft  written  tracts  of 

the  Quaker's  the  age,  by   Lord  HerUey  (r). The  parliament  foon 

Tythe  Bill;  after  refigned  back  their  power  into  the  hands  of  Crom- 
™6 0I        wdL     The.  account  given  of  it  in  the  Journals  h  as 

•*  /  2  °  *  **  r    \ 
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wealth     of  England^    Scotland  and    Ireland. 

The 


follows:  Mffliafs  12th  of  Decemler,  1653.  c  It  be- 
<  rng  moved  in  the  houfe  this  day,  that  the  fitting  of 
«  this  parliament  any  longer,  as  now  confiituted,  will 
5  not  be  for  the  good  of  the   commonwealth  ;  and  that 

*  therefore   it  was  requifue   to  deliver  up  unto  the  lord 

*  general    Cromwell  the     powers    which    they   received 

*  from  him  ;  and  that  motion  being  feconded  by  feveral 
c  other  members  \  the  houfe  rofe :  and  the  Speaker,  with 
'  many  of  the  members  of  the  houfe,  departed  out  of 

*  the  houfe  to  Whitehall',  where  they,  being  the  greater 
c  number  of  the  members  fitting  in  parliament,  did,  by 

*  a  writrng   under  their  hands,  refign  unto   his  exceJ- 

*  lency  their  faid  powers:  and  Mr.  Speaker,  attended 
1  with  the  members,  did  prefent  the  fame  to  his  excel- 

*  lency,  accordingly.'  The  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  Bujjy  Manjel,  Erq;  one  of  the  members  of  this 
parliament,  to  his  brother  Edward  Prit  char  d>  Efq;  will 
give  us  a  clearer  idea  of  this   affair.     '  Since  I  writ  my 

laft  to  you,  and  fome  days  before,  wee  were  about  a 
report  from  the  committee  of  tieths,  about  fending 
commiflioners  to  the  feveral  circuits  to  cafl  out  all 
that  they  judged  to  be  unfit  to  be  minifters,  and  to 
put  in  all  they  judged  to  be  fit  upon  the  lad  day  of 
the  weeke.  f  his  power  and  its  appurtenances  came 
to  the  queftion,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
Hereupon  thofe  gentlemen,  that  were  for  the  report, 
came  fooner  than  their  ufual  hower  upon  Munday  to 
the  houfe,  and  there  fpoke  of  the  unlikelihood  of  do- 
ino;  good,  and  inftanced  in  feveral  things,  that  they 
judged  evill,  that  was  don  \  and  therefore  defired  that 
they  would  goe,  and  returne  that  power  they  had  from 
whence  they  received  it ;  and  thereupon  about  forty, 
and  the  Speaker  went  to  the  generall,  and  did  ac- 
cordingly. Twenty  feven  flayed  in  the  houfe  a  little 
time  fpeaking  to  one  another,  and  going  to  fpeak  to 
the  Lord  in  prayer,  coll.  Goff  and  liet.  coll.  White 
came  into  the  houfe,  and  defired  them  that  were  there 

Z  2  «  ta 
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The  grounds  and.reafons  of  this  new  fettle- 
mem 


'-to  come  our.  Some  anfwered,  that  they  were  there 
6  by  a  call  from  the  general!,  and  would  not  come  out 
6  by  their  deilre,  tiniefs  they  had  a  command  from  him.. 
4  They  returned  noe  anfwer,  but  went  out,  and  fetched 
(*)Thurloe,  c  £WQ  gjes  0f  niufquetiers,  and  did  as  good  as  force  them 

vo.  i.  p.     c  Qiitj  amongO:  whom  I  was  an  unworthy  one  (i)/ 

Ludlow^  fpeaking  of  this  reilgnation,  attributes  it  to 
the  ambition  and  artifice  of  Cromwell  m  the  following 
words:  c  The  perfidious  Cromwell-  having  forgot  his 
4  nioft  folemn  profeOIons  and  former  vows,  as  well  as 
4  the  blood  and  treafurethat  had  been  fpent  in  this  con- 
*■  teft,  thought  it  high  time  to  take  off  the  mafque,  and 
f  refoived  to  facriEce  all  our  victories  and  deliverances 
fe  to  his  pride  and  ambition,  under  colour  of  taking 
f  upon  him  the  office  as  it  were  pf  a  high  conilable, 
f  in  order  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  option,  and  to  re- 
6  {train  men  from  cutting  one  another's  throats.  One 
4  difficulty  yet  remained  toobffrucl;  his  defign,  and  that 
4  was  the  convention,  which  he  had  aflembled  and  in- 

*  veiled  with  power,  as  well  as  earneftly  follicited  to  re- 

*  form'  the  law,  and  reduce  the  c:ergy  to  a  more  evan- 
6  geh'cal  confHtution.     And  having  fufficiently  alarmed 

*  thofe  interefts,  and  lliown  them  their  danger  from  the 

*  convention,  he  informs  them  farther,  that  they  can- 

*  not  be  ignorant   of  the  confuiion  that  all  things  are 

*  brought  into  by  the  immoderate  zeal   of  thofe  in  au- 

*  thority,  and  to  what  extremities  matters  might  be  re- 
4  duced,  'd  permitted  to  go  on  ;  poffibly,  faid  he,  to 
4  the  utter  extirpation  of  law  and  gofpei  from  amongfl 

*  us  -f  and  therefore  advifed  that  they  would  join  their 
4  interefts  to  his,  in  order  to  prevent  this  inundation. 
4  His  proportion  was  readily  embraced  by  the  corrupt 
4  part  of  the  lawyers  and  clergy,  and  fo  he  became  their 
4  protector,  and  they  the  humble  fupporters  of  his  ty- 

*  ranny.  But  that  his  ufurpation  might  (eem  lefs  hor- 
4  rid,  he  fo  contrived   it   by  his  inftruments,  that  fome 

*  of  the  convention    mull  openly  manifefl  their  difap- 

4  pro- 
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mentwill   deferve  (zz)  the  attention  of  the 

curious 


*  probation  of  their  own  proceedings,  and  under  divers 

*  fpecious  pretences  put  a  period  to  their  fitting  (*).'——,—  CO  Vo^  "• 
■   When  the  inftrument  of  refignation  figned  as   above  p"  *71* 

*  mentioned   in  the  journal^  was -brought    to  Cromwell^    ' 

*  'tis  faid  he  lifted  op  his  eyes  with  aftonifhment ;  and, 

*  with  no  lefs  fceming  modefty   refuted  to.  receive  it; 

*  but,  at  length,  through  the  importunity  of  niajor-ge- 

*  nera!  Lambert  and  others,  reprefenting  to  him  that  the 

*  welfare  of  tht  nation  abfolutely  required  his  acceptance 

*  of  the  parliament  s  refignation,  he  thought  fit  to  cosu- 

*  ply  with  their  requeft.'- — — Cromwell  indeed  in  a  fpeech 
made   to   the  enfuing  parliament,  September  12,    2654, 
pofitiveJy  affirms  m  the   rnoff  folemn  manner,  c  That  (»)  ParKa* 
4  he  was  fo  far  from  having  any  hand  in  this  project,  S^2tary  _j 
4  that  he  was  an  abfolute  ilranger  to  the  defign,  till  the  **.  p.  244.' 
4  Speaker,  with  the  major  part  of  the  boufe,  came  to  Ifl  t*"s  "vol. 

*  him  with  the  inirrument  of  their  resignation  (tt\* is  the  com- 

For  my  own  par;,  I  much  doubt  of  the  ilri£i  truth  of  count  of  this 
this.      Can  it  he  fuppofed  that  his  creatures  and  favou-  Parliament 
rites  would  have  ventured  on  fuch  a  thing  without  be-£xUmt* 
ing   fatisfied    of  his    approbation  ?  Or  that  the  officers 

would  have  dared  to  bring  in  a  hie  of  mufquetiers,  and 
in  a  manner  force  the  non-reilgners  out  of  .the  houfe, 
If  they  bad  not  been  well  allured  that  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  him  ? But    be  this  as  it  may,  the  lord 

general  having  the  power  of  the  nation  thus  formally 
refigned  up  into  his  hands,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  of  ' 
exercifmg  it  in  his  own  name,  in  order  to  prefer ve  th<| 
peace  and  fecure  the  laws  and  religion  of  the  nation  as 
he  profefled,  though  poffibty  the  lufi  of  {way  might  have 
fome  fma)l  influence  on  his  determination  *. 

(zzj  The  grounds  and  reajom  of  this  tifcu  fettlemgnt  de- 
ferve attention.]     CronAvJl  having  accepted  the  pariia~ 

Z  3  ment's. 

*  Mr.  Hume,  in  order  1   fuppoft  to  divert  the  readers,  on  mentioning 
PraifeGod  Barebone,  has  informed  vhern,   that  *  It  was  ufual   for  the 

*  pretended  Saints  at  this  time  to  change  th;eir  narxes  from  Henry,  Ed- 

4   ward, 
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curious  reader.     But  how  blameworthy  foe- 

ver 

merit's  inftrurnent  of  refignation,  called  a  council  of  of- 
ficers and  others,  who  after  feveral  days  confutation, 
refolved  that  a  council  fhould  be  named,  to  confift  not 
of  more  than  21,  nor  lefs  than  13  perfons,  and  that  the 
general  fhould  be  chofen  lord  protector  of  the  three  na- 
tions. On  the  16th  of  December^  1653,  Oliver  with 
great  pomp  was  inaugurated  in  IVajiimriJlcr-Hall^  after 
having  firft  folemnly  fworn  to  an  inftrurnent  of  govern- 
ment prepared  by  his  council,  and  others.  It  is  well 
drawn,  and  fhews  much  judgment.  By  it  the  fupream 
legiflative  authority  of  the  commonwealth  was  placed  in 
one  perfon,  and  the  people  afRmbled  in  parliament; 
but  the  executive  was  to  be  in  the  lord  protector,  af- 
fifted  with  a  council,  who  fhould  difpofe  of  all  magif- 
tracy  and  honor,  and  have  the  power  of  pard  ns  and 
benefit  of  forfeitures.  In  him  likewife,  with  confent  of 
parliament  when  fitting,  was  vefted  the  power  of  the 
militia,  and  forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
rogative of  making  war  and  peace.  So  that  Crotnwell^ 
who  by  this  inftrurnent  was  conftituted  lord  protedior, 
was  in  a  manner  veiled  with  the  old  real  rights  of  the 
Englljh  Kings,  and  had  the  authority  conferred  on  him. 
But  that  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  people,  and 
their   benefit  and  advantage,  confulted,  it  was  declared, 


*  ward,    Anthony,  William,    which   they  regarded  as   Heathenifh,  into 

*  others  nvre  fanclified  and  godly  :  even  the  new  Teftament  names  James, 
1  Andrew,  &c.   were  not  held  in  fuch  regard  as  thofe  borrowed  from  the 

*  Old  Teilament,    Hezekiah,    Habbakuk,  Jofhua,    Zorobabel.      Some- 

*  tunes  a  Vvhole^odly  fentence  was  adopted  for  a  name.'*  In  proof  of  this 
he  gives  a  lift  ofnames  of  a  jury  in  the  county  of  SulTex  about  this  time, 
en  the  authority  of  one  Brome,  an  obfeure  and  inconfiderable  writer. 
This  gentleman,  however,  mould  have  known  that  this  practice,  (not 
of  changing  their  names,  as  he  fuppofes,  but  of  giving  fandlified  and 
godly  ones  to  their  children)  how  ridiculous  foever,  was   in  ufe  long  be- 

Cam  fore  theie  times  ;  and   alfo  that  it  was  not  more  common  then,  than  it 

den  s  ive-  j^'d  t>eforebeen.  ,  Cambden  *  would  have  informed  him  of  the  one,  and. 
mains,  P*  the  great  variety  of  lifts  of  names  ftill  remaining  in  Thurloe,  Scobel,  and 
42.  4to.        other  collectors,  of  the  other. 


•Lond.  1625, 
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ver  the  protestor  might  have  been  In  the  ao 

quifition 

*  That  the  kws  fhould  not  be  altered,  fufpended,  ab*o^ 

4  gated,  or  repealed,  or   any  new  law  made,  nor  any 

*  tax,  charge,  or  impofition  laid  upon  the  people,  but 

*  by  common  confent  in  parliament,'  Triennial  par- 
liaments were  alfo  ordained  ;  a  new  reprefentative,  in 
proportion  to  the  contributions  of  the  reipeclive  coun- 
ties towards  the  public  expence,  to  the  number 
of  400,  together  with  30  for  Scotland,  and  the  like 
number  for  Ireland)  enacted  ;  and  bills  palTed  in  parlia* 
nient  declared  to  have  the  force  of  laws,  twenty  days 
after  they  mould  be  offered  to  the  protector,  though 
his  afTent  was  refufed.  Thefe  and  many  other  particu- 
lars in  favour  of  the  people,  are  to  be  found  in  the  in- 
ftrument  of  government,  by  which  it  plainly  appears 
that  defpotifm  was  far  enough  from  being  the  intention 
of  Cromwell  and  his  officers.  It  muft  not  be  omitted, 
that  *  A  constant  yearly   revenue    was  ordained  to  be 

*  raifed  for  maintaining  io9coo  horfe,  and  20,000  foot 

*  in  England^  Scotland  and  Ireland ,  for  the  defence  and 
'  the  fecurity  thereof,  and  alfo  for  a  convenient  number 

5  of  mips  for  guarding  of  the  feas;  beildes  200,000/. 

*  per  annum)  for  defraying  the  other  necefTary  charges  of 

*  adminiftration    of  juflice,  and    other  expences  of  the 

*  government ;  which  revenue  was  to  be  raifed  by  the 

*  cufloms,  and   fuch    other  ways  and  means,  as  fhould 

*  be  agreed  upon  by  the  lord  proteclor  and  the  council, 
'  and  was  not  to  be  taken  away  or  diminifhed,  nor  the 

*  way  agreed  upon  for  railing  the  fame  altered,  but  by 
<  the  confent  of  the  lord  proteclor  and  the  parliament, 

*  He  was  invefted   alfo  with  a  power,  till  the  meeting 

*  of  the  firfr.    parliament,  to  raife    money  for  the  pur- 

*  pofes  aforefaid  ,  and  alfo  to  make  laws  and  ordinances 
c  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  thefe  nations,  where  it 
c  fhould  be  necefTary ;  which  mould  be  binding  and  in 
*■  force,  until  order  fhould  be  taken  in  parliament  cort- 
*-cerning  the  fame,' 

Z  4  On 
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quifition    of  his    high  office  -,  or  how  wick- 
edly 


On  Cromwell's  death,  a  protector  was  to  be   elected 

by  the  council. This  was  a   bait  for  the  grandees  *. 

. -It  may  well  enough  be   thought  flick  a   change  in 

the  government  as  this  could  not  happen  without  cen- 
fure.  The  army  party  were,  for  the  moft  part,  ad- 
dicted to  a  commonwealth,  and  many  of  the  moft  able 
rren  in  the  nation  were  cf  the  fame  judgment.  Thefe 
thought  they  had  in  vain  abolished  kingfhip,  if  one  man 
muft  rule  over  them  under  what  name  or  title  Tot  ver, 
and  they  could  not  without  indignation,,  behold  a  man 
fovgreatly  elevated  above  them,  whom  they  bad  fo  lately 
feen  their  equal  or  inferiour.  Nor  did  they  refrain  afk- 
jng  who  made  him  protector?  or  what  right  he  had  to 
the  fupream  power  I'  It  was  to  thefe  kind  of  men  Crom- 
Wfll  endeavoured  to  juflify  himfelf,  and  thereby  to  foften 
their  prejudices,  and  obtain  their  concurrence  in  his 
views  for  his  own  and  the  nation's  glory.  See  with  what 
art  he  talks  to  them  in  the  following  palLges  —  <  I  re- 
f  ceived   this  refignation  [the  late  parliament's]  fays  he, 

*  having  formerly  ufed  my  endeavours  and  perfuafions  to 
c   keep    them  together ;     obfervi-ng    their   differences,    I 

*  thought  ft  my  duty  to  give  advice  to  them,  that  fo  I 
c  might  prevail  with  them  for  union  :  but  it  had  the  ef- 
4  fe£t  I  told  you,  and  I  had  my  disappointment.  When 
c  th:s  was  fo,  we  were  exceedingly  to  feek  how  to  fettle 
c  things  for  the  future.  My  power  again,  by  this  re- 
*■  fignation,  was  as  bound Jefs  and  unlimited  as  before  ; 
*■  :x\l  things  being  fubjec~ted  to  arbitrarinefs,  and  myfelf 
i  a  perfon  having  power  over  the  three  nations,  bound- 
f  Icily  and  unlimited ;  and   upon  the  matter,  all  govern- 

*  ment  diilblved,  all  civil  adminiftrations  at  an  end,  as 
f  will  be  prefently  made  appear.     The  gentlemen  that 


*  But  when  Oliver's  fovereignty  was  more  firmly  eftablimed,.  we  find 
5n  the  humble  petition  and  advice  of  the  parliament  in  1656,  the  power 
of  appointing  and  declaring  a  perfon  to  fucceed  in  the  government,  was 
inyefttd  in  himfelf  alone, 

c  un- 
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edly  foever  he  acquired  it,    (for  his  admir- 


ers 


<  undertook  to  frame  this  government,  did  confult  di- 
c  vers  days  together  (they  being  of  known  integrity  and 

*  ability)  how  to  fiame  fomewhat  that  might  give  us 
c  fettlement ;  and  they  did  fo  :  and  that  I  was  not  privy 
6  to  their   councils,  they   know  it.     When  they  had  fi- 

*  niftied  their  model  in  fame  meafure,  or  made  a  very 
c  good  preparation  of  it,  it  became  communicative. 
6  They  told  me,  that  except  I  would  undertake  the  go- 
c  vernment,  they  thought  things  would  hardly  come  to 
4  a  compofure   and  fettlement ;   but  blood  and  confufion 

would  break  in  upon  us.  I  denied  it  again  and  again, 
as  God  and  thofe  perfons  know  ;  not  complimenting- 
ly,  as  they  alfo  know,  and  as  God  knows.  I  confefs, 
after  many  arguments,  and  after  the  letting  of  me 
know  that  I  did  not  receive  any  thing  that  put  me 
into  any  higher  capacity  than  I  was  in  before  ;  but 
that  it  limited  me,  and  bound  my  hands  to  acl:  nothing 
to  the  prejudice  of  thofe  nations,  without  confent  of 
a  council,  until  the  parliament,  and  then  limited  by 
the  parliament,  as  the  act  of  government  exprefTeth, 
I  did  accept  it.  I  might  repeat  this  again  to  you,  if 
it  were  needful  ;  but  I  think  I  need  not.  I  was  ar- 
bitrary in  power,  having  the  armies  in  the  three  na- 
tions under  my  command;  and  truly  not  very  ill  be- 
loved by  them,  nor  very  ill  beloved  then  by  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  good  people  ;  and  I  believe  I  ihould  have 
been  more,  if  they  had  known  the  truth,  as  things 
were  before  God,  and  in  themftlves,  and  before  di- 
vers of  thofe  gentlemen  whom  I  but  now  mentioned 
unto  you.  I  did  at  the  intreaty  of  divers  perfons  of 
honour  and  quality,  at  the  intreaty  of  very  many  of 
the  chief  officers©?  the  army  then  prefent,  and  at  their 
requeff,  J  did  accept  of  the  p'ace  and  title  of  protec- 
tor ;  and  was  in  the  prefence  of  the  comrnifiioners  of" 
the  great  feal,  the  judges,  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men of  the  city  of  London  ;  the  foldiery,  divers  gen- 
de/nen,  citizens,  and  divers  other  people  and  perfons 
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ers  confefs  be  had   faults,  and  oretend  not 


wholly 


*  of    quality,    &c.    accompanied   to  JViftminfler 
6  where  I  took  my  oath  to  this  government.     This  was 

4  not  done  in  a  corner;  it  was  open  and  publick.     This 

5  government  hath  been  exercifed  by  a  council,  wkb  a 

*  defire  to  be  faithful  in  all  things;   andx  amongft  other 

*  trufli,  to  be  faithful    in   calling  this  parliament.——- 

6  This  is  a  narrative  that  difcovers  to  you  the  feries  of 
mtetary  c  Providence,  and  of  tranfacTions  leading  rne  into  this 
Hiftory,vol»  i  condition  wherein  I  now  ft  and  (#).*  In  another  of 
awt.  p.  ^^    his  fpeeches,  he  declares,  *  He  undertook  the  protec- 

*  tor&up,  not  fo  much  out  of  hope  of  doing  any  good,,. 
( y^  Speech  *  as  out  of  a  defire  to  prevent  mifebief  and  evil  j  and 
st  White-     *  he  compares  his  Jlation  to  that  of  a  good   con  ft  able,, 

i%  itS     *  !o  ^e?  *N  Peace  °^  s^e  P^ifti  (y).— -This  renders 

,  probable  what  Burnet  relates  concerning  his  fpeeches  to 

the  republican  enthuiiaiis,  with  whom  he  had  been  clofely 

connected,  and  of  whom  he  had  availed  birnfelf  in  his 

fife  to  greatnefs.— -c  It  was  no  eafy  thing,    fays  he,  for 

*  Ctomwclt  to  fatisfy  tbofe,  when   he  took  the  power 

*  into  his  own  hands;  fmce   that  looked  Mke  a  itep  to 

*  kingihip,  which  fj$hn]  Goodwin  had  long  reprefenteel 

*  as  the  great  antichrift,  that  hindered  Chrift's,  being 
8  ttt  on  the  throne.  To  thefe  he  laid,  and  as  Corn© 
fc  have  told   me,  with  many  tears,    that  he    would  ra- 

*  ther  have  taken  a  (hepherd's  ftafF  than  the  proteclor- 

*  ihi-p,  fince  nothing  was  more  contrary  to  his  genius- 
(*  than    a  (hew  of  greatnefs :  but  he   faw  it  was  necef- 

*  jfa$y  at   that  time  to  keep  the  nation  from  falling  into 

*  extream  diforder,  and  from  becoming .  open  to  the 
S  common  pnemy  i  and    therefore  he  only  ftept  in  b§- 

*  tween  the  living  and  the  dead5  as  he  phrafed  it,  in 
fc  that  interval,  till   God  fhould  direct   them    on  what 

*  bottom  they  ought  to  fettle :  and  he  allured  them^ 
4  that    then    he  would   furrender  the  heavv  load  lying: 

vol    i.'p.  "  &  upon  him,  with  a  joy  equal  to  the  forrow  with  which 
304.  *  he  was  aftecled  while  un.fies'  that  Chew-  of  dignity  (z).* 

This 
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wholly   to  exculpate  him)  yet  certain  it  is, 

he 


This  was  all  very  artful,  and  probably  had  its  intended 
effect. 

Cromwell  in  the  foregoing  fpeech  talks  of  his  having, 
on  the  d  involution  of  the  parliament,  power  over  the 
,three  nations,  boundlefs  and  unlimited.  This  muft  fup- 
pofe  that  he  thought  he  had  conquered  all,  or  that  all 
were  fubjecl  to  his  rule  and  command.  A  ftrange  doc- 
trine !  His  country  might  well  have  cried  out,  *  Are 
c  we  then  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  conquered  by  the  perfon, 
whom  we  hired  at  a  daily  rate,  like  a  labourer,  to 
conquer  others  for  us  ?  Did  we  furniih  him  with  arms 
only  to  draw  and  try  upon  our  enemies,  and  keep 
them  for  ever  fheathed  in  the  bowels  of  his  friends  £ 
Did  we  fight  for  liberty  againft  our  prince,  that  we 

might  become  Haves  to  our  fervant  ? The  right  of 

conqueft  can  only  be  exercifed  upon  thofe  againft 
whom  the  war  is  declared,  and  the  viclory  obtained, 
So  that  no  whole  nation  can  be  faid  to  be  conquered 
but  by  a  foreign  force.  In  all  civil  wars,  men  are  fo 
far  from  ftating  the  quarrel  againft  their  country,  that 
they  do  it  only  againft  a  perfon  or  party  which  they 
really  believe,  or  at  leaft  pretend  to  be  pernicious  to 
it  j  neither  can  there  be  any  juft  caufe  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  part  of  the  body,  but  when  it  is  done  for 
the  prefervation  and  fafety  of  the  whole.  'Tis  our 
country  that  raifes  men  in  the  quarrel,  our  country 
that  arms,  our  country  that  pays  them,  our  country 
that  authorizes  the  undertaking,  and  that  diftinguifhes 
it  from  rapine  and  murder.  Laftly,  'tis  our  country 
that  directs  and  commands  the  army,  and  is  indeed 
their  general.  So  that  to  fay  in  civil  wars  that  the 
prevailing  party  conquers  their  country,  is  to  fay  the 
_country  conquers  itfelf.  And  if  the  general  only  of 
that  party  be  the  conqueror,  the  army  by  which  he  is 
made  fo,  is  no  left  conquered  than  the  army  which  is 
beaten,  and  have  as  little  reafon  to  triumph  in  that 
victory,  by  which  they  lofe  both  their  honour  and  li- 

*  berty. 
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be  rivaled    the  greateft  of  the  Englijl 


tarchs 


Si  berfy  „  So  that  if  Cromwell  conquered*  any  party^  It 
^J  €Vw-  «  was  on|y  .fhat  again!!  which  he  was  fent,  and  what 
ejrfe  cojs-  6  $**  was  maft  appear  by 'his  commiffion  (<?}/  As  So 
«rnjng01i-,t?ie  diftratled  Hate  of  affairs.,  by  region  of  the  difjbliH 
kyer  Crom-  ^on  0f  t^e  government,  and  the  tendency  all  things  hacf 

*W  cl':      t?      L)© 

'3a°     '  t©  confufion,   Mr,    Okvfey,  with  his   tifual  fpirit*  tejrs* 

4  The  government  was  broke;  Who  broke  it  i  It  was 
&;  diiTo'ved  ;    Who  dhTolved    it?    It  was  extinguished  5 
4  Who  was  it  but  Cro??iwellTiwho  not  only  put  out  the 
*  light,  but  caft  away  even  the  very  fntifF  of  it  ?    As  sir 
&  a  man  fhoold  niorder   a  whole  fiarfdiYj,  and  then   pof- 
6  fefs   hirnfelf  of  the  whole  feo»fe,    feecaufe  Yrs   better 
^>I<L?,  a2„  *  that  he,  than  that  only  rats  fhoufd  live  there  (£)/-— 
However,  though  Crmnwdl  probably    was  b?amcwoythy 
for  turning  out  his  -matters  and  diflblving  the  govern- 
ment, yet   as  things  were,  there  feerns  to    have  beets 
Hardly  any  remedy  f©  ready  at  hand  for  the  efrabiiOiment 
of    peace  and    order,  as   hh  sffwming  the  Sovereignty ,, 
and  exerting  the  poxver  he-had  got  into  hh  hands- for  the 
good  and  benefit  of  the  three  nations..     All  other  power* 
through  his  means  mdeex$y  was  extiirguifhed;  bat  there 
was  2-  neceflity  for  fome  fovereignty  or  other  to  be  erect- 
ed-, that  men  might  not   be  forced  upon  new  civil  wars. 
And  who  b»t  Cramweil  was  capable  of  this?    Who  Co 
fit,  in  his  own  eye  at  leaf},  to  exercrfefit? — — -  Bat   let 
ws  attend  to  the  reafons  which  were  given  fey  the  pro* 
teclor *s  ord'er,  or  at  feafl  approbation,  for  this,  new  let- 
t)ement.     They  are  contained  in  a  frnaM  tra£x»  intitled 
4  A  ,  true  Hate  of  the  cafe    of    the  commonwealth,  of 
(e)  Linden,  England,  &c.  in  reference  to  the  late  eftablifhed  govern- 
piintedfoy    men*,  by  a  Lord  Protedor  and  parliament  (c)*—. -After 
Tbomas        having  fooken  concerning  the  various  tranfaclions  during; 
ific4.  tne  war ;  the  consequences   thereof ;  the  authority  and 

governrnent  of  the  long  parliament  5  the  carriage  and 
jefignation  of  the  next  chofen  3,  and  (ererclv  cenfured 
many  of  the  principles  profeffed  by  fome'  of  its  mem- 
bers :  it  goes  &n  to  fay,  4  Wherefore   upon  thefe,  and 
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n&rcfas    in  glory>  and  made  himfclf  courted 

and 


*  divers  considerations,  it  was  agreed  to  come  to  fome  luck 

*  folic!  and  certain  courfe  of  fettle  merit,  as  might  hereafter 
4  bar  up  the  way  againft  thofe  manifold  inconveniences* 

*  which  we  have  felt  under  other  fleeting  forms^  and  re~ 

*  duce  us  (as  near  as  may  be„  with  moil  convenience) 

6 


3 


to  our  anttent  way  or  government  by  iuprearra   magi- 

*  ftrates  and  parliaments.  And  of  this  nature  is  the 
€  form  now  eftablifhed,  and  already  made  publicity  But 
€  Co  the  end  this  may  be  made  clear  and  maniferlj  we 
£  Ihall  in  the  next  place  difcourfe  fome  what  concerning 
c  it  In  general,  and  then  defcend  to  particulars.  In  ge- 
c  neral,  we  fay  ;  that  as  this  laft  change  hath  been  made 

*  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  reafon  and  equity.,  that  ne* 
6  ceffitated  all  foregoing  changes  in  the. outward  forms, 

*  and  was  admitted  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  fave  a  fink- 
6  ing  nation  out  of  the  gulph  of  mifery  and  confufion„ 
c  caufed  by  the  changeable  couufels  and  corrupt  intereft 
€  of  other  men,  who  violated  their  principles,  and  brake 
6  the  truft  committed  to  them  :  fo  none  of  thofe  former 

*  alterations  did  fo  truly  make  good,  or  fo  fully  provide 
c  for  the  fecurity  of  thole  great  ends  of  religion  and  li- 
c  berty,  which  were  as  the  blood  and  fplrits,  running 
c  through  e^exy  vein  of  the  parliament  and  army's  de- 
c  clarations :  fo  that  though  the  commonwealth  may 
4  now  appear  with  a  new  face  m  the  outward  form, 
c  yet  it  remains  dill  the  fame  in  fubftance,  and  is  of  a 
6  better   complexion   and  constitution   than  heretofore, 

*  And  if  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  whole  together,  we 
6  find  the  foundation  of  this  government  laid  in  thepeo- 
'■  pie.     Who  hath  the  power  of  altering  old  laws,  or 

*  making  new  ?     The  people  In  parliament  ;  without 

*  them  nothing  of  this  nature  can  be  done ;  they  are  to 

*  be  governed  only  by  fuch  laws  as  they  have  chofen, 
'  or  (hall  chufe,  and   not   to    have  any  impofed  upon 

*  them.     Then  who  is  to  adminifrer  or  govern  accord- 

*  ing  to  thofe  laws,  and    fee   them    put   in    execution  ? 

*  Not  a  perfon  claiming  an    hereditary   right  or  fove- 

*  reignty, 
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reignty,  or  power  over  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
nation  by  birth,  allowing  the  people  neither^  right  nor 
liberty,  but  what  depends  upon  royal  grant  and  plea- 
fure,  according  to  the  tenor  of  that  prerogative  chal- 
lenged heretofore  by  the  Kings  of  England-,  under 
whom,  if  the  commonalty  enjoyed  any  thing  they 
might  call  their  own,  it  was  not  to  be  fo  much  efteem- 
ed  a  matter  of  right,  as  a  boon  and  effect  of  grace 
and  favour.  But  the  government  now  is  to  be  ma- 
naged by  a  perfon  that  is  eleSfive^  and  that  election 
muft  take  its  rife  originally  and  virtually  from  the  peo- 
ple, as  we  fhall  fully  evince  by  and  by,  in  particular 
and  ihew  that  all  power,  both  leg:flative  and  execu- 
tive, doth  flow  from  the  community  ;  than  which  there 
Cannot  be  greater  evidence  of  publick  freedom  (cl).9 
*  We  fee  our  friends  have  taken  in  the  good  of  aU 


the  three  forts  of  government,  and  bound  them  all 
in  one.  If  war  be,  here  is  the  unitive  virtue  (but  no- 
thing eife)  of  monarchy  to  encounter  it ;  and  here  is 
the  admirable  counfel  of  ariftocraile  to  manage  it : 
if  peace  be,  here  is  the  induftry  and  courage  of  de- 
mocrafie  to  improve  it.  And  whereas  in  the  prefent 
conftitution,  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers  are 
feperated;  the  former  being  veiled  in  a  conftant  fuc- 
ceffion  of  parliaments  elective  by  the  people,  the  lat- 
ter in  an  elective  Lord  Protector  and  his  fucceffors, 
affifted  by  a  council ;  we  conceive  the  ftate  of  this 
commonwealth  reduced  to  fo  juft  a  temper,  that  the 
ills  either  of  fucceffive  parliaments,  furnifhed  with 
power  both  of  executing  and  making  laws,  or  of  a 
perpetual  parliament,  (which  are  divifion,  faction, 
and  confufion)  being  avoided  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
inconveniences  of  an  abfolute  lordly  power  on  the  other; 
the  frame  of  government  appears  fo  well  bounded  on 
both  fides,  that  we  hope  it  may  now  (through  the 
bleffing  of  God)  prove  a  feafonable  mean  (as  for  the 
better  defending  thefe  dominions  againft  enemies  a- 
broad,  and  promoting  our  intereft  in  foreign  parts,  fo 
alfo)  of  peace  and  fettlement  to  this  diffracted  nation  ; 
and  be  of  durable  continuance  to  fucceeding  ages  (*).' 
In  this  manner  was  the  erection  of  the  protectorate  de- 
fended, 
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lenxled.  By  the  fame  writer  we  find  it  endeavoured  to 
be  proved,  *  That  by  this  fettlement  all  the  grand  acts 

*  of  fovereignty  were  either  immediately,  or  inHuentially 

*  lodged  in  the  people  ;  and  that  the  objections  againft 
c  it -"were  ill  founded/  After  which  follows  a  little  pa- 
negyric on  Cromwell  and  his  new  government,  in  the 
following  words :  6  As  touching  the  perfon,  whom  the 

*  Lord  hath  now  advanced  and  fet  over  us  to  be  our  fu- 
c  pream  magistrate,  we  {hall  not  fay  much,  becaufe  he 
€  feeks  not  the  praifeof  men  ;  only  we  believe  even  the 
c  enemies  wil)  confefs  that  he  is  every  way  worthy  to  rule? 
€  whom  God  hath  be^n  pleafed  to  ufe  as  his   inftrument 

*  in  that  glorious  work  of  redeeming  the  liberties  of  his 
c  people  ;  for  we  are  bold  to  fay  (weighing  all  drcum- 

*  fiances  together)  that  this  nation  was  never  really  (rec9 

*  nor  in  a  way  of  enjoying  its  freedom  fo  fully  as  now  ; 
c  fo  that  there  wants  nothing  but  a  cordial  clofe  with  the 

*  government,  to  deftroy  all  hopes  of  the  common  ene-  (V)  Careef 

*  my,  and  compleat  our   happinefs  {<?).'— -This  piece  the  Com- 
is  referred   to  by  Cromwell  for  fatisfadlion  concerning;  "lonweata» 
his  government,  in  one  of  his  fpeeches  to   the  pariia- 

ment  (  f)*  and  it  was  alfo  tranflated  into  Latin,  fora,v;  e  ar' 
juftification  abroad.  What  force  there  is  in  it,  the  rea-  Hiftory,  vol, 
der  may  form   fome  judgment   by  the  above  extracts. xr-  p«  4J$« 

* No  fooner  had   the  inauguration  of  Cromwell  been 

performed,  but  c  he  and  his  council  had  feveral  appli- 

*  cations  and  addrefTes  made  to  them  from  divers  confi- 

€  derable  places,  acknowledging  his  power  and  govern-^)  WMt* 

*  ment,  and  promifmg  obedience  to   it    (g).'      Indeed  lock,  p, 
there  was   an  almoft  univerfal   acquiescence  for  the  pre-  $"'■ 
lent,  as  is  owned   by  a   mortal  foe  to  Cromwell,  in   the 
following  pafTage.     <■  That  which  difpofed  the  minds  of 

4  the  people  to  abftain  from  a  prefent  proteftation  againft 

€  this  government,  befides   the  agony  of  the  late  con- 

*  fufions,  and  the  aftonifhment  upon  the  new  wonder- 
c  ful  alteration,  was,  that  it  was  but  temporary,  and 
<  that  limited    to  a  very  fhort  time  ;  a   free  parliament 

*  was  to  be  called  within  fo  many  months,  which  was 
c  entirely  to  confider  and  fettle  the  government  of  the 
'  kingdom,  and  to  remove  all  thofe  obftructions  which 
-•  hinder  the  peace  and   happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  to 

<  re- 
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and  dreaded  (aaa)  by  the   nations   arotind 

him* 

c  reflore  it  to  that  tranquillity  and  quiet  it  had  been  Co 
from  Tmie  '  ^onS  deprived  °f :  and  the  proteflor  was  fworn  to  a 
and  lawful  c  due  obfervution  of  all  thofe  articles,  which  he  had 
Member  of  s  himfelf  prefer ibed  for  his  own  rules  and  bounds,  and 
taTpneof  the  '  tnerefore  the  more  hope  that  he  would   be  contented 

Lords  of  his*  to   be  limited  by  them  (/?).' The  truth   is,  by  the 

Highnefies    power  and  artifice  of  Oliver  the  government  of  England 

°u^t*  p*  had  been    difiblved,   and   a  new  one   was  now  erecled, 

x,6 5 6.  which  promifed  fair  enough  for  the  prefervation  and  hap- 

pinefs  of  the  community.     Nothing  therefore   remained 

for  the  people  to  do,   but  to  fubmit   unto  it,  and  make 

the  beft   of  it.     fc  The  obligation  of  fubje£h  to  the  fo- 

*  vereign,  fays  Mr.  Hobbs,  is  underftood  to  laft  as  long, 
'  and  no  longer,  than  the  power   lafleth,  by   which  he 

*  is  able  to  piotecl  them.     For  the  right    men  have   by 
,     *  nature  to  protect  themfelves,  when  none  elfe  can  pro- 

6  reel  them,  can  by  no  covenant  be  relinquilhed.  The 
c  fovereignty  is  the  foul  of  the  commonwealth  ;  which 
c  once   departed  from   the   body,  the    members   do  no 

*  more  receive  their  motion  from  it.  The  end  of  obe~ 
8  dience  is  protedtion  ;  which,  wherefoever  a  man  feeth 
4  it,  either  in  his  own,  or  in  another's  fword,  nature 
'  applyeth  his  obedience  to  it,  and  his  endeavour  to 
c  maintain  it.  And  though  fovereignty,  in  the  inten- 
4  tion  of  them  that  make  it,  be  immortal  ;  yet  it  is  in 
c  its  own  nature,  not  only  fubjecf.  to  violent  death,  but 
c  foreign  war  ;  but  alfo  through  the  ignorance  and  paf- 

{;}  Levia-  c  fions  of  men,  it  hath  in  it,  frotn  the  very  jnftitution, 
jii^Fol.  "  many  ^eds  of  natural  mortality,  by  intefline  dif- 
Lond.1651. '  cord  (i).* 

(aaa,)  He  rivaled  the  great  eft  of  our  monarchy  in  glory  ^ 
and  made  himfelf  courted  and  dreaded  by  the  nations  around 
him.']       'If    there    ever    appeared    in  any    frate,    fays 

*  Wicquefort,  a  chief  who   was   at  the  fame  time  both 
4  tyrant  and  ufurper,  moft  certainly  Oliver  Cromwell  was 

*  fuch  :  and  yet  for  all  that,  never  was  there  an  ufurper 

*  fo  folemnly    acknowledged.      Immediately    after   the 

*  death 
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hJm.— — The  peace  he  gave  to  the  Dutch, 

(though 

*  death   of  the  late  King,  Don  Alonfo  de  Cardena*,  em- 

*  baiTador  from  Spain,  legitimated    this    bollard   repub- 

*  lick ;  and  Oliver  had  no  fooner  made  himfelf  fove- 
6  reign,  under   the  quality  of    proteclor,  than   all    the 

*  Kings  of  the    earth  proitrated  themfelves  before  this 

*  idol.     To  gratify  him,  the  lawful  King,  [Charles  II.] 

*  with  his  brothers*  were  driven  out  of  thofe  kingdoms 

*  and  provinces,  that  ought  to  have  ferved  him  as  pla- 
'  ces  of  refuge  or  afylums.     Lockart,  who  was  embaf- 

*  fador  from  the  ufurper,  was  not  only  received  in  France 

*  with  all  the  honors  that  could  have  been  done  to  the 
'  minifter  of  the  firft  monarch  of  Chri Serfdom,  but  car- 

*  dinal  Mazarine  even  refufed  to  fee  the  King  of  Great 
c  Britain,  who  had  travelled  quite  through  the  king- 
6  dom  to  come  to  him  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenean  hills, 

*  and  would  not  fo  much  as  fpeak  to  the  perfon  that 
c  came  from  him,  and  waited  at  the  door  of  the  chief 
'  minifter:  who  at  the  fame  time  had  daily  conferences 

*  with  the  ufurpers.     All  that  the  difpofTefled  King  could 

*  obtain  was*  that  the  cardinal  gave  him  leave  that  the 

*  Duke   of  Ormond  ftiould   fpeak  to  him    as  he  patted 

*  along,  and  as  it  were  accidentally,  as  he  came  front 
4  his  own  quarters  to  the  iile  of  the  Conference. 

6  The  King  of  Spain,  Who  was  brother-in-law  to  the 
'  deceafed  King,    behaved  himfelf  a   little  better.     He 

*  fuffered  the  fort  to  be  in  fafcty  at  Brujfels,  where  he 

*  alfo  met  with  fome  civilities:  and  his  chief  minifter 

*  Don  Lewis  de  Haro,  at  the  Pyrenean  hills,  fhewed  him 

*  that  refpecl  which  the  cardinal  had  refufed  him.  The 
'  King  of  France  being  advanced  as  far  as  the  frontiers 

*  of  Flanders,  the  protector  fent  Falconbridge  his  fon-in- 

*  law,  to  pay  him  thofe  civilities,  which  fovereigns  are 
'  ufed  to  mew  one  another  on  like  occasions :  and  the 

*  Duke  de  Crequy^  one  of  the  firft  Lords  of  France, 
i  next  to  the  Princes,  was  fent  to  London,  to  thank  the 

*  ufurper  for  his  civilities:  and  that  nothing  might  be 

*  Wanting  to  the  ceremony,  the  cardinal  would  have  his 

A  a  i  nephew' 
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(though  it   has  not  wanted  cenfurers)  was' 

ho- 


*  nephew  Manctni  accompany  the   duke.     The  difFe- 

*  rence  that  is  to  be  feen  in  the  behaviour  of  thefe  two 
6  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  who  were  both  nearly  re« 
6  lated  to  the  King  of  England,  proceeded  only  from 
4  the  difference  of  their  intereft.     The  Spanijb  ernbaf- 

*  fador  had   ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  ufur- 

*  per,  to  engage   him  in  the  intereft   of  the  King  his 

*  mafter ;  even  to  the  offering  him  a  hundred  thoufand 
4  crowns  per  month,  two  hundred  thoufand  by  way  of 
4  advance,  and  an  army- of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  re- 
£   conquer  Calice.     Cromwell    had  rejected   thefe  offers  5 

*  and  as   he  feared  mere  the  neighbourhood  of  France^ 

*  than  he  hoped  for  advantage  from  the  languifhing  and 
'  remote  ftrength  of  Spain,  he  fided  with  the  firft,  whofe 
4  friend  he  became  ;  by  that  means  obliging   the  other 

(b)  Emfcaf-   5  to  be  fo  to  the   King  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  three 

faaor,  and    <■  kingdoms  he  had  uiurped  {b)* 

JVicqutfort  has  not  exaggerated  matters  in  this  ac- 
count: for  by  the  beft  authority  we  are  told,  6  That 
'  upon   Oliver's  affuming  the  government,    both  thofe 

*  crowns  [France  and  Spain"]  applied  to  him.  Don 
r-  Alonjo  de  Cardenas,  the  Spanijh  ambaftador  then  re; 

*  Tiding  here,  in  a  private  audience,  congratulated  his 
4  accefs  to  the  government,  expreffing  the  great  fatif- 
'  facYion    his    mafter   had   received  therein;   in    whofe 

*  name  he  did  allure  him  of  the  true  and  conftant  friend- 
6  {hip  of  Spayne,  in   the  condition  that  he  then  flood  ; 

*  or  if  he  would  go  a  ftep  farther  and  take  upon  him  the 
&  crown,  that  his  mafter  would  venture  the  crown  of 

(F)  Thm-Ioe,  <  Spayne  to  defend  him  in  it;  with  many  other  expref- 
c  lions  of  kindnefs  and  good-will  (/').'  The  diftinc- 
tion  with  which  the  Englijb  ambaffador  in  France  was 
treated,  will  be  beft  explained  by  a  letter  of  Lockharfs 
to  Thurke,'  dated  Paris,  May  7,  1656.  c  My  laft 
c  from  St.  Dennis  told  your  honour,  that  I  was  to  lodge 
6  at  Paris  that  night-,  As  I  was  going  to  my  coach, 
c  Mr.  Siyiji  returned  from  the  cardinal  (from  whom  he 

6  re- 
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honourable  to  himfelf,  and  the  nation*     He 

pre- 

received  extraordinary  civilities)  and  told  me  his  emi- 
nence  earneftly  defired,  that  I  would  do  him  (as  he 
faid)  honor,  to  receive  a  vifit  from  him  next  day  at 
St.  Dennis.     Upon  this  I  refolved  to  ftay  there  till 
Monday  morning.     Upon  the  Lord's  day,  I  received  a 
very  kind  welcome  from    him  by  the   mafter  of  the 
houfe,  and  a  letter  very  full  of  kind  expreffions.     Af- 
ter my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  renewed  my  defire  both  to 
his  eminence  and  count  Br  yen  for  audience,  which  is 
promifed  me  to  morrow  at  night ;  and  after  I  am  af- 
c  fured  by  a  perfon  of  quality  fent  to  me  this  morning 
c  by  the  cardinal,  that  I  fhall  have  the  freedom  allowed 
4  me  to  wait  upon  him  as  often  as  I  will.     Count  Bulion 
1  fent  alfo  to  me  this  morning,  to  tell  me  that  he  was 
e  commanded  by  the  King  to  wait  upon  me  this  day  to 
*  congratulate  my  fafe  arrival  into  France;  and  was  very 
'  earneft  with  me   to  appoint  him  an  hour,  which  I  OOTWfo^ 
c  left  to  his  own  difcretion  and  conveniency  {k)'     Lord  ™'9IV*  p* 
Fauconberg's  reception  in  France  is  thus  related  by  him- 
felf, in  a   letter  to  H.  Cromwell,  dated  Whitehall,  'June 

8,   1658. *  I   am   now    returned  from   the  French 

court,  where  I  have  had  the  honourable!!:  reception 
imaginable.  The  King  did  not  only  keepe  bare  at 
my  publique  audiences,  but,  when  I  made  him  a  pri- 
vate vifit,  he  talked  with  me  in  the  garden  an  hour  or 
two  uncovered.  From  the  cardinal  the  honours  I  had 
were  particular  and  unufual:  he  waved  the  flate  of  a 
publique  audience,  came  out  of  his  own  room  to 
meet  me,  led  me  prefently  into  his  cabinet;  after  an 
hour's  difcourfe  in  private,  he  conducted  me  downe  to 
the  very  door,  where  my  coach  flood,  a  ceremony  he 
difpenfes  with  not  only  to  all  others,  but  even  to  the 
King  himfelf.  The  charge  of  two  very  handfome  ta- 
bles were  defrayed  (for  myfelf  and  followers)  by  the 
King,  all  the  while  I  flayed.  In  fumme,  through  all 
their  anions  not  the  leaft  circumfhnce  was  omit  ted , 
that  might   witnefs   the  truth    of  thefe  refpecls  they 

A  a  a  «  beare 
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prefcribed  the  conditions,    and    they  were 

forced 


(/)  Vol.  vii.  *  beare  his  highnefTe  and  the  Englijh  nation  (/).'  With 
p.  158.  what  deteftation  foever  princes  may  fpeak  of  ufurpers, 
we  fee  they  fubmit  to  pay  them  the  tribute  of  adula- 
tion, when  they  fuppofe  it  for  their  intereft  :  and  though 
with  abhorrence  they  fpeak  of  thefe  men  as  meer  tyrants 
and  rebels,  none  are  more  follicitous  to  obtain  their  fa- 
vour and  afliilance.  A  very  edifying  example,  truly  ! 
Mazarine  was  bitterly  reproached  by  fome  of  the  French 
for  his  extream  fubmiffion  to  Cromwell,  as  we  find  in 
the  following  paflage  :  c  thefe  are  the  people  [his  friends 
c  and  counfellors]  who  make  you  treat  with  Cromwell  in 
/  \  a  j  :■„*■  c  a  manner  fo  mean  and  injurious  to  the  French  nation  ; 

(m)  Advice  ■  J  . .  * 

to  Card.  f  who  advile  you  to  lower  our  flags  before  his  imps,  and 
Mazarine,  <  who  are  willing  to  allow  him  the  title  of  proteclor 
i"h"M,°f  *  -°f  the  proteftants  of  that   kingdom  («).'      In  fhort, 

KetzsMe-,  £ .  fa  \     i 

moirs,  vol.   the  courtimp  or  the  two  crowns  to  U liver,  was  10  great 

iv.  p.  247.  and  vifible  that  it  expofed   them  to  laughter.     c  The 

$2tno.         4  Dutch  ftruck  a  medal  with  the  buft  of  Cromwell  and 

6  his    titles  on   one  fide,  with  Britannia  on  the  other, 

c  and  Cromwell  thrufting  his   head  in  her  bofom,  with 

6  his  breeches  down  and   his  backfide  bare,  the  Spanijh 

*  embafTador  ftooping  to  kifs  it,  while  the  French  em- 

*  baflador  holds  him  by  the  arm,  with  thefe  words  in- 
.  R.  o       £  fcribed,  Retire  toi,  Vhonneur  ap  ardent  au  Roi  mon  maitref 

phiaBrltan-  *  *•  e'  Come  back,  that  honor  belongs  to  the  King  my 

nica,  p.       «  mafter  («}.'     This  medal   is  yet  preferved  in  feveral 

*564«  Dutch  cabinets.     It  was  faid  alfo  that  a  '  pi&ure  had 

e  been  fet  to  fale  at  Pont-neuf  [in  Paris']  wherein  the 

«  lord  protector  was  fitting  on  a  clofe-ftole   at  his  bufi- 

6  nefs?  and  the  King  of  Spain  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 

(0)  tfhurloe, '  King  of  France  on  the  other,  offering  him   paper  to 

vol.iii.  p.     i  wjpe  his  breech  (<?).' — ^-—Indeed  the  frrendfhip  of  Oli~ 

(\m      *  - ver  was  earneftty  ^ougbt  after  by  moft  of  the  Kings  and 

cftheHoufe  Princes  of  his  age.     Frederick  William,  elector  of  Bran- 

of  Branden-  denburg,  whofe  fame  is  rendered  immortal  by  the  pen  of 

burg,  p.  92.  j^jg  r0yaj   defcendant,  courted    the   friendfhip  of  Crom- 

•^758.       '  wclL(p).     Whitlock  in  a  letter  to  his  highnefs  dated  Up~ 

"rft 
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forced  to  accept  of  them,  though  at  the  ex- 
pence 
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fal,  January  13,  1653,  gives  him  a  particular  account 
of  the  joy  the  Queen  of  Sweden  exprelled  on  his  afiiim- 
ing  the  protectorate,  and  in  conclufion  adds,  c  She  told 

*  me  (he  would  write  herfelf  to  my  lord  protector,  and 
c  defired  me  in   my   letters   to  acquaint  your  highnefs, 

*  that   no   perfon  had    a  greater  efteem  and  refpect  of 

*  your  highnefs  than  (he  had,  which  fh-e  would  be  ready 

*  to   manifeft,  and  was  very  joyful  for  this  good   news  (?)  Thurloe, 

*  from  England  (a).3     The  King  of  Denmark  lent  over  a  vol-u'P« 
perfon  to  congratulate  his  highnefs,  the  lord  protector,  23' 
and  was  overjoyed   that   he  was  included  in  the  Dutch 
treaty.     The  terms  given  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  and 

the  manner  of  demanding  Satisfaction  for  his  not  exe- 
cuting the  treaty  figned  by  his  embafTador,  will  much 
illuftrate  the  high  character  Cromwell  bore  among  his 
fellow  Sovereigns,  and  partly  account  for  it.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  brother  of  the  Portugal  ambafTador,  with 
his  matter  of  horfe,  were  concerned  in  a  murder  in  Lon- 
don; that  they  took  refuge  in  his  houfe  as  in  a  Sanctuary; 
that  being  delivered  up  they  were  tried,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  plea  of  public  character  made  by  the  bro- 
ther, were  condemned,  and  accordingly  executed.  'The 

*  Portuguese  ambafTador  at  eight  of  the  clock  in  the 
c  morning  figned  a  treaty   with   the  protector,  and  de- 

*  parted  from  Grave/end  at  ten.  His  brother  was  be- 
i  headed  in  the  afternoon,  and  his  man  hanged  at  Ty- 

<  burn   (r):     This  was  on   the    10th  of  July,   1654.  ^  Id' P° 
It  may  well  enough  be  thought  the  treaty  was   not  dis- 
honourable to   England  *.      *  In  one   of   the   articles 

*  agreed  with  the  ambafTador  it  was  exprefTed,  that  the 

*  The  lord  chancellor  Hyde,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  May  8, 
l£6l,  calls  'this  treaty,   in  very  many  refpects,    the  mod  advantageous       * 

*  to  this  nation  that  ever  was  entered  into  with  any  prince  or  people.* 
And  again,  in  the  fame  fpeech,  he  fays,  '  every  article  in  it  but  one  [a 
'  liberty  given  to  Portugal  to  make  levies  of  ten  thoufand  men  for  their 
'  fervice]   was  entirely   for  the  benefit  of  this  nation,  for  the  extraordi*. 

*  nary  advancement  of  trade,  for  the  good  of  religion,  and   for  the  hoT 

*  nour  of  the  crown.1 Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,  vol.  ii.  p.  17Z. 

A  a  2  «  met- 
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pence  of  the  houfe  of  Orange y    to  whom 

they 

4  merchants  mould  enjoy   liberty  of  confcience  in   the 

*  worfhip  of  God  in  their  own  houfes  and  aboard  their 
c  fhips,  enjoying  alfo  the  ufe  of  Englijh  Bibles,  and 
'  other  good  books,  taking  care,  that  they  did   not  ex« 

*  ceed  this  liberty.'  This  article  does  honor  to  the  hu- 
manity of  Cromwell.  But  the  King  of  Portugal,  who 
was  under  the  influence  of  fuperftition  and  her  priefls, 
ftuck  at  confirming  a  treaty  fo  contrary  to  their  maxims 
and  views.  '  Upon  fending  Mr.  Meadows,  fays  the 
6  protector,  unlefs  we  will  agree  to  fubmit  this  article 

*  to  the  determination  of  the  Pope,  we  cannot  have  it  ; 
6  whereby  he  would  bring  us  to  an  owning  of  the  Pope, 

*  which  we  hope,  whatever  befall  us,  we  fhall  not,  by 
6  the  grace  of  God,  be  brought  unto.     And  upon  the 

*  fame  ifiue  is  that  article  put,  whereby  it   is  provided 

*  and  agreed  by  his  ambafTador,  that  any  fhips  coming 

*  to  that  harbour,  any  of  whofe  company,  if  they  mall 

*  run  from  their  faid  (hips  fhall  be  brought  back  again 

*  by  the  magistrate,  and   the  commanders  of  the  faid 

*  mips  not  required  to  pay  the  faid  runaways  their  wa* 
4  ges,  upon  pretence  that  they  are  turned  Catholiques, 

*  which  may  be  colour  for  any  knave  to  leave  his  duty, 

*  or   for  the    Roman  Catholiques  to   feduce  our  men, 

*  which  we  thought  necelTary  to  be  provided  againft ; 
<  yet  to  this  alfo,   as  I  faid  before,  they  would   not  con- 

*  fent  without  the  approbation  of  the  Pope,  although  it 

*  was  agreed  alfo  by  their  ambafTador.  Upon  the  whole 
€  matter,  we  find  them  very  falfe  to  us,  who  intended 
\  nothing  but  what  was  fimply  honefi.'-— — To  treat 
farther  with  men  of  this  call  of  mind,  Oliver,  1  fup* 
pofe,  thought  was  bootlefs.  He  knew  the  right  way  to 
go  to  work  with  them  ;  and  he  took  it.  This  appears 
from  the  inductions  he  gave,  May  6,  1656,  to  the  ge- 
nerals  Riake,  and  Mountague,  in  the  following  words  :■ 

*  Whereas   the  King  of  Portugal   doth  refufe  to  ratify 

*  the  treaties  lately  made  with  this  commonwealth  by 
«  his  extraordinary  ambafTador  here,  or  to  perform  any. 

J  < 
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they  were  in   a  great  meafu&e  indebted  for 

their 


*  part  thereof,  either  in  what  relates  to  the  ftate,  or  to 

*  the  people  and  merchants ;  and  by  his  proceedings 
c  gives  ground  to  believe,  that  nothing  is  lefs  in  his  in- 

*  tentions,  than  to  give  juft  fatisfaclion  therein  ;  where- 

*  fore  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  require  you,  as  it 
6  will  confift  with  the  pnefent  condition  of  the  fleet  un~ 
c  der  your  command,  and  with  your  other  principal  in- 
c  ftruclions,  to  ufe  your  bell  endeavours,  by  the  fleet, 
'  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  you  (hall  judge  necefTary,  to 
c  take,  arreft,  and  feize  upon   the  fleet  or  fleets  belong- 

*  ing  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  or  any  of  his  fubjecls, 
6  with  their  guns,  cadi,  goods  and  merchandizes  what- 
£  ever,  now  expecled  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies, 
4  and  to  keep  and  deteyne  the  fame  without  breaking  of 
4  bulk  or  embezilment,  towards  fuch  fatisfaclion  for  the 
'  wrongs  and  damages,  which  this  ftate  hath  fullered 
c.  from  Portugal,  and  to  give  notice  forthwith  of  what 

*  you  (hall  do  therein.  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  (hips  of 
c  the  faid  King  or  his  people  {hall  make  any  refiftance, 
c  you  have  hereby  power  to  fight  with,  kill,  and  deftroy, 
'  and  to  feek  for,  and  burn  all  fuch  as  (hall  fo  refill. 
6  Neverthelefs,  if  Mr.  Philip  Meadows,  our  envoy  with 
6  the  King  of  Portugal,  (hall  before  any  feizure  or  acl 

*  of  hoftility  as  aforefaid,  give  you  aflurance,  that  fa- 

4  tisfaclion  is  obtained   upon  the  faid  treaties,  that  this  (OThurJoe, 
<  inftruaion  (hall   be  void  (j).'     The  admirals  on  the  vf'*y- p' 
receipt  hereof  failed  towards   Lifbon,  and  made  known 
their  orders  to    the  Englijh  agent,  who   informing  the 
court,  obtained  a  fpeedy  figning  of  the  treaty   by   the 
King,  and  a  very  large   fum  of  money  for  fatisfaclion  ; 
which  was  (hipped  on  board  the  fleet,  and  fent  to  ting-  (0  Id-  vol» 
land  (/).      Mountague  indeed  feems  not  to  have  been  well  w'^'  *^' 
pleafed  with  the  peace.     He  thought  they  had  now  Por- 
tugal at  mercy,  and  mould  have  impofed  more  rigorous 
terms.     ■  You  have,  fays    he,  (in  a   letter   to  Thurloe, 
'  dated  "June  17,    1656)  at  this  time  the  Portugal  upon 
'  his   kneesj  and  if  we  had   authority   to  make  farther 

A  a  4  *  de- 
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their    independency,    and    freedom.       The 

prin-? 

s  demands,  we  might  afk  what  we  would,  (almoft)  and 

*  Jie  durft  not  but  perform  it,  or  his  country  would  be 
4  all  in  rebellion.  But  this  is  to  no  purpofe,,  the  feafon 
4  being  pail.'  Men  of  fuch  fpirit  and  fefolution  as 
thefe,  were  capable  of  executing  any  commands.  We 
may  fuppofe  an  aeTion  like  this  muft  have  infpired 
Crc?mveWs  neighbours  with  a  fear  of  offending  ! Af- 
ter what  has  been  related  in  this  note,  the  following  paf- 
fages  from  Eumet  well  eafily  find  credit,  efpecially  as  fe- 
veral  of  them  may  be  authenticated  by  inconteftable 
vouchers.  4  Cnrnwe'Ts  maintaining  the  honor  of  the 
4  nation  in  all  foreign  countries,  gratifyed  the  vanity 
4  which  is  very  natural  to  Englijtmen  j  of  which  he  was 

*  fo  careful,  that  though  he  was  not  a  crowned  head, 
'*  yet  his  ambafladqrs  had  all  the  refpedt  paid  them 
4  which  our  Kings  ambafTadors  ever  had.  He  faid  the 
4  dignity  of  the  crown  was  upon  the  account  of  the 
4  nation,  of  which  the  King  was  only  the  reprefenta- 
4  tive  head,  fo  the  nation  being  ftill  the  fame,  he  would 
4  have  the  fame  regards  paid  to  his  miniiters.- An- 

*  other  inftance  of  this  pleafed  him  much.  Blake  with 
f  the  fleet  happened  to  be  at  Malaga^  before  he  made 
4  war  upon  Spain :    and  fame  of  his  Teamen   went   on 

*  Ihore,  and  met  the  hoftie  carried  about;  and  not  only 

*  paid  no  refpect  to  it,  but  laughed  at  thofe  that  did. 
4  So  one  of  the  priefis  put  the  people  on  refenting  this 
4  indignity  ;  and  they  fell  upon  them  and  beat  them  fe- 
4  verely.  When  they  returned  to  their  fhip  they  com- 
4  plained  of  this  ufage:  and  upon  that  Blake  fent  a 
f  trumpet  to  the  viceroy,  to  demand  the  prieft  who  was 
f  the  chief  inftrument  in  that  ill  ufage.  The  Viceroy 
4  anfwered  he  had  no  authority  over  the  prieft,  and  fo 
4  could  not  difpofe  of  him.  Blake  upon  that  fent  him. 
4  \vord,  that  he  would  not  enquire  who  had  the  power 
4  to  fend  the  prieft  to  him,  but  if  he  were  not  fent 
4  within  three  hours  he  would  burn  their  town  :  and 
?  they,  being  in  no  condition  to  refift  him,  fent  the  prieft 
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principal  articles  of  it,  I   fhall  mention  be- 
low, 

f  to  him,  who  juflified  himfelf  upon  the  petulant  be- 

*  haviour  of  the    feamen.     Blake  anfwered,  that   if  he 

*  had  fent  a  complaint  to  him  of  it,  he  would  have  pu- 
6  nifhed  them  feverely,  fince  he  would  not  fuffer  his 
4  men  to  affront  the  eftabliihed  religion  of  any  place 
€  at  which  he  touched  :  but  he  took  it  ill,  that  he  fet 
c  on  the  Spaniards  to  do  it;  for  he  would  have  all  the 
f  world  to   know,  that  an  Englijhman  was   only  to  be 

*  punifhed  by  an  Englijhman.     So   he  treated  the  prieft 

*  civilly,  and  fent  him  back,  being  fatisfied  that  he  had 

*  him  at  his  mercy.  Cromwell  was  much  delighted  witU 
'f  this,  and  read  the  letters  in  council  with  great  iatif- 

*  faction  ;  and  faid,  he  hoped,  he  fhould  make  the 
4  name  of  an  Englijhman  as  great  as  ever  that  of  a  Ro- 

*  man  had  been. The  ftates  of  Holland  were  in  fuch 

'  dread  of  him,  that  they  took  care  to  give  him  no  fort 
f  of  umbrage :  and  when  at  any  time  the  King  or  his 
6  brothers  came  to  fee  their  fifter,  the  Princefs  Royal, 
9  within  a  day  or  two  after  they  ufed  to  fend  a  depu- 
i  tation  to  let  them  know  that  Cromwell  had  required  of 

*  the  States  that    they   fhould  give   them  no  harbour. 

*  King  Cbarljs,  when  he  was  feeking  for  colours  for  the 
f  war  with  the  Dutch  in  the  year  1672,  urged  it  for 
f  one,  that  they  fuffered  fome  of  his  rebels  to  live  in 

*  their    provinces.     Borel,    then    their  ambaflador,  an- 

*  fwered,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  long  Handing  among 
f  them,  not  to  enquire  upon  what  account  ftrangers 
e  came  to  live  in  their  country,  but  to  receive  them  all, 
?  unlefs  they  had  been  concerned  in  confpiracies  againil 
c  the  periods  of  Princes.  The  King  told  him  upon 
'  that,  how  they  had   ufed  both    himfelf  and   his  bro- 

4  ther.      Borely    in    great   fimplicity,    anfwered:    Ha f 

*  Sire,  S  etoit  une  autre  choje :  Cromwell  eto'it  un  grand 
'  bomme,  &  il  Je  faijoit  craindre  &  par  terre  &  par  mer. 
f  This  was  very  rough.     The  King's  anfwer   was  :  Je 

5  rue  Jerai  craindre  aujji  a  mon  tour  :  but  he  was  fcarce 
f  as  good    as  his  word. All  Italy  trembled    at  the 

*  name 
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low  (bbb),  for  the  information  of  my  rea- 
ders. 


c  name  of  Cromwell,  and  Teemed  under  a  pannick  fear 

*  as  long  as  he  lived.     His  fleet  fcoured   the  Mediterra- 

(a)  Vol.  i.    <  nean :  and   the  Turks   durd:  not  offend  him  ;  but  de- 

fe"  12SecSfo  '  liyerec*  UP  titae,  who  kept  up  the  character  of  an  am- 

Thurloe,      6  balTador  from  the  King  there,  and  was   brought  over 

vol.  iii.  p.  6.  «  and  executed  for    it   (#).'     Many  more  proofs  might 

be   brought  of  Cromwell's  being   courted   and  feared  by 

the  nations    around    him.     But  thefe  poffibly   may    be 

deemed  fufficient :    if  not,  many   things  will    be  found 

in  the  following  notes  more  fully  to  confirm  it. 

(bbb)  The  principal  articles  of  the  peace  I  ft)  all  mention 
below.]  In  the  note  (mm)  I  have  given  an  account  of 
the  commencement  of  the  Dutch  war3  and  the  nego- 
tiations for  peace  until  the  interruption  of  the  parlia- 
■  ment  by  the  power  of  Cromwell.  From  this  change  in 
the  government,  the  enemy  expected  many  advantages* 
But  they  foon  found  themfelves  miftaken  ;  for  the  pre- 
parations  for  war  were  carried  on  with  equal  diligence 
as  before,  and  the  Dutch  found  to  their  coft  that  they 
had  people  of  like  fpirit  and  refolution  to  deal  with. 
For  notwithilanding  the  ridicule  with  which  the  little 
parliament  is  almoft  confiantly  treated,  they  mewed 
bravery  in  carrying  on  the  war;  juftice,  generofity  and 
good  policy  in  rewarding  the  gallantry  of  their  admi- 
rals, and  inferiour  commanders  ;  and  a  regard  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation  in  the  terms  they  infilled  on  to 
make  peace.     *  In  the  year  1653  *,  a  bloody  battle  was 

*  fought  between  Van  7 romp  and  the   Englijh  admirals 

*  Dean  and  Moncke^  wherein  the  Dutch  were  worked, 

*  which  occafioned  tumults  in  Holland :  and  the  fame 
c  year  in  Auguft^  there  was  another  bloody  engagement, 
c  wherein    the   Dutch  were    again   defeated,    and  Van 

*  Tromp  flain  in   the  acTtion.     The  reft  of  the  fleet  be- 
ing by  this  time   cruelly  broken  and    mattered,  dif- 


c 


•$-  GeflaBri-  *  This  fea-fight  was  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  June,  the  next  on  the  29th 
tannorunx,  and  30th  of  July  following  f*.  So  that  Mr.  Burchett  was  negligent  and 
Lond.  i6_,o,.  rniftaken., 

€    COUF- 
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ders,  who  will  doubtlefs  be  pleafed  to  find 

the 


c  difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  made  the  beit  of  their  way 
"  to  the  Texel.  The  Englijh  having  funk  thirty  three 
of  the  enemies  fhips  in  this  battle,  and  taken  about 
twelve  hundred  prifoners  (which  notwithstanding  the 
forbidding  to  give  or  receive  quarter  by  Mcitcke  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action,  they  compaflionately  took 
up  as  they  were  fwimming  about)  did  not  think  fit 
to  purfue  far,  but  retired  to  Solcb^y,  having  purchafed 
the  victory  with  considerable  lofs ;  for  they  had  four 
hundred  men  and  eight  captains  flain  or  drowned  in 
the  fight,  and  about  feven  thoufand  wounded,  The.^Bur_ 
Dutch  had  fuffered  fo  extreamly,  that  they  prefently  chert's  Na- 
fued  for  a  peace,  and  were  glad  to  accept  it  on  Crom-  val  Hifloiy, 
well's  own  terms  (■*•).'  The  principal  conditions  °f  Foi.  Lond. 
this  peace,  concluded  April  5,  1654,  were,  *  That  1720, 
neither  of  the  two  republics  fhouid  give  reception, 
fuccour,  protection,  or  affiftance  to  the  enemies,  or 
rebellious  fubjects  of  the  other ;  that  the  freedom 
of  navigation  and  commerce  fhould  be  restored  [fav- 
ing  all  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  either  commonwealth 
refpeclively]  between  the  two  nations,  who  obliged 
themfelves,  reciprocally,  to  defend  each  others  (hips 
in  cafe  they  were  attacked  by  any  other  power ;  but 
the  fuperiority  of  the  flag  was  entirely  yielded  to  Eng- 
land ^  and  the  Dutch  men  of  war  were  to  firike  their 
colours  to  the  Englijh,  upon  all  occafions.  The  re- 
public of  the  United-Provinces,  obliged  herfelf  to  pro- 
fecute  and  punifh  the  authors  of  the  maflacre  of  Am- 
biyna,  if  they  were  yet  alive  ;  and  to  (end  cornmif- 
fioners  to  London  to  adjufi  the  difputes  of  the  feveral 
India  companies  of  both  nations,  and  to  fettle  the 
amount  of  the  JofTes  fuftained  by  the  Englijh  in  the 
Eajl  Indies,  Brazil,  Mufcovy,  and  Greenland,  &c. 
that  reflitution  might  be  made  by  the  States-General ; 
and  if  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  two  na- 
tions fhould  not  be  able  to  adjuft  the  points  in  dif- 
pute,  then  the  decifion  of  them  was  to  be  left  to  the 
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the  right  of  the  Britijh   flag    afferted,  and 

fatif- 

*  Swifs  Cantons,  who  were  pitched  upon  for  arbitrators. 

*  The  King  of  Denmark  after  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 

*  on  the  part  of  Cromwell,  was  included  in  the  treaty 

*  as  an  ally  of  Holland,  the  States- General  engaging 
6  to  make  good  the  IofTes  that  the  Englijh  merchants 
c  had  fuftained   by   the  feizure  that  prince  had  made  of 

*  their  fhips  in  the  port  of  Copenhagen.  Laftly,  in  or? 
c  der  to  render  the  alliance  firm  and  Ming,  the  States- 

Mil^Ba-  *  General  promifed  not  to  confer  the  fupream  command 
tavia  illaf-  c  of  their  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  upon  any  per- 
trata,vol.  ii.  <  fon  wno  wou)d  not  oblige  himfelf  by  oath  to  an  ex- 

Lond°i72s!  C  a(^   °b^ervation  of  the   treaty  (y).'. The  province 

And  Mer-  of  Holland,  by  a  feparate  article,  engaged  never  to  per- 
curiusPoJi-  mjt  t|ie  prince  0f  Orange  to  be  fladthblder,  or  any  of 
%e**zod.r  ms  defcendants.  The  other  provinces,  againft  their  wills, 
P.  345;.  afterwards  did  the  like.  Mr.  Hume  ha]  added,  c  That 
3462.  *  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  were  ftipulated  to  be  paid 

c  by  the  Dutch  Eajl  India  company  for  IofTes  which  the 
6  Englijh  company  had   fuftained;  and  the  ifland  ofP<?- 
fcO  Hjft.  of4  krone  in  the  Eaji  Indies  was  promifed  to  be  yielded  to 
SiT'wUi  <  the  latter  (%).'     Nothing  of  this  appears  in  the  treaty 
F.  eS,        *  itfelf.     Mr.  Burrijh,  however,  informs  us,    fc  That  the 

*  Dutch  complied  very  exaclly  with  the  terms  of  the 
'  treaty,  and  fent  commiffioners  into  England  within  the 

*  limited  time,  who  agreed  to  reftore  the  ifle  of  Pole- 
'  rone,  to  make  fatisfaclion  to  the  heirs  and  executors  of 

*  thofe  who  had  been  mafTacred  at  Amboyna,  and  to  fur- 

*  nifh  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres,  at  two  payments, 
(c)  Batsvia  «  by  way  of  compofition,  for  all  the  pretenfions  England 
l"rjTa'      '  mignt  hitherto  have  againft  them  (a).' 

533.  Cromwell  carried  things   with    an   high  hand    during; 

this  whole  affair.  The  Dutch  deputies  were  plainly  told, 
'  That  if  the  treaty  was   not  figned  before  their  depar- 

*  ture  from  hence,  and   mutual   engagements  paffed  for 

*  the  ratification  thereof  within  a  time  now  to  be  agreed 
4  upon,  his  highnefs  doth  declare,  that  he  fhall  not  hold 

*  himfelf   obliged  thereunto  to   any  the  parts  thereof, 

*  but 
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fatisfadtion  ftipulated  for  the  murders  at  Am- 

bc\ma. 


*  but  (hall  account  the  treaty  to  be  at  an  end  (/>).'     And  (&)  Thnr- 
by  the  treaty  the  States-General   were  to  pay  down  in  loe>vol-k 
London  5000 /.  fterling,  towards  the  charges  or  the  mer-    '     '' 
chants  in  going  to  Denmark  about  their  goods,  and  ef- 
fects detained  there  j  20000  rix-dollars  to  iuch  of  them 

as  Oliver  fhould  appoint  on  their  arrival  in  Denmark,  for 
repairing  their  mips  and  fitting  them  for  fea  ;  and  caution 
and  fecurity  was  to  be  given  alio  by  fufficient-men,  liv- 
ing in  London,  that  reftitution  mould  be  made  by  ths 
States-General  for  the  damages  done  by  Denmark  to  the 
merchants.  This  fecurity  was  140,000/.  irerling  ;  the 
States  gave  a  bond  to  fome  merchants  for  the  above 
fum,  and  the  ambafTadors  were  forced  to  give  them  ano-  (c)  id-  vol* 

ther  for  20,000/.  more  to  fave  them  harmlefs  (<:). ii.  p.  H7* 

The  peace  was  proclaimed  at  London  April  17,  1654, 
with  great  folemnity:  after  which  the  ambafTadors  were 
entertained  at  dinner  by  the  Proteclorj  the  mufic  playing 
all  the  while.     c  The  Lord  Protector,  adds  the  ambaf- 

*  fador,  (from  whofe  relation  I  give  this)  had  us  into 
c  another  room,  where  the  Lady  Proteclrice  and  others 

*  came  to  us,  where  we  had  alfo  mufic  and  voices,  and 

*  a  Pfalm  fung,  which   his  highnefs  gave  us,  and  told 

*  us,  that  it  was  yet  the  befl  paper  that  had   been   ex- 

*  changed  between  us   (diJ     Cromwell  was  careful  to  ZL   '  P* 
act  ftill  in  character. 1   have  obferved   in  the  text, 

that  this  peace  has  not  wanted  cenfurers.     Mr.  Ludlow 

feems  to  blame  it,  becaufe  there  was  no  provifion  made 

by  this  treaty  for  the  coalefcence  fo  much  infifted  upon 

during  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  by  the  parliament  (*);(c)  Vol- iJ- 

Mr.  Stubbe  for  its  leaving  undecided  the  fovereignty  pf /A  f^^g 

the  feas,  and  the  rights  of  the  fifhery  (/)  j  and  we  are  told  juftifica- 

that Moncke refented  it  *  as  a  bafe  treachery  mCromwell,  to  tion>p-  6&- 

c   make  a  fudden  peace  with  the  Dutch,  and  betray  all  the 

'  advantages  of  the   war,    that  he   might  go  up  to  the  (i)  Gum- 

«  throne  with   more  peace  and  fatisfadtion  (g).'     To  all  Monck^  ^ 

which   I  may  add  that  Mr.  Burrljb  obfervcs,  c  That74.n    '  P' 

*  Cromwell's  acceptation  of  the  exclufion  of  the  young 

4  Prince 

7 
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boyna.     On  this  occafion  medals  were  ftruck 
by  the  Dutch,  and  poetical  panegyrics  (ccc) 

in 


4  Prince  of  Orange,  in  lieu  of  the  coalition,  is  an  unde- 

'  niable   proof,  that  he  demanded    the   latter,    from  a 

c  motive  of  feif-intereft  ;  becaufe,  fays  he,  I  dare  affirm, 

fy^afavJa  c  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to   aboliOi 

voi.il  p.     c  the  office  of  ftadtholder  (h).J     The  reader  will  make 

529-  his  own  remarks   on  thefe  cenfures.     I  will  clofe  this 

note  with  obferving,  that  the  parliament  had  drawn  out 

a  fummary  of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  Englijh  com- 

(0  Milton's  pany  in  the  Ea ft  Indies  from  the  Dutch  Eaji  India  com- 

:f/ofc;  pany,  and  had  made  the  fum  total  1,681,996/.  15  s.  (/} 

ilLwu  '  ^obably,  they  had  not  confidered  the  Dutch  claims  on 

the  Etigiijh  at  that  time. 

(ccc)  Medals  were  jlruck  by  the  Dutch,  and  poetical 
panegyrics  made  on  Oliver.]  The  Dutch  ftruck  three 
medals  on  this  joyful  occafion.  Thefe  medals  repre- 
fen  ted , 

1.  Neptune  on  a  car,  drawn  by  two  fea-horfes.  The 
fhielcls  of  arms  of  England  and  Holland,  borne  on  his 
knees  ;  on  each  fide  of  him  a  Triton  fwimming;  and  on 
the  top  a  Caduceus,  which  fupports  Mercury's  winged 
bat  between  too  branches  of  a  palm.- — Round  the  me- 
dal is  a  verfe  from  Terence,  altered  thus,  Amaniium  Ira: 

Jtmcitid  Redintegratio  eft On  the  reverfe  was  this 

inscription  in  Dutch,—'-  In  memory  of  the  peace,  union, 
and  folemn  confederacy  concluded  at  Weftminfter,  Ap/ii 
15,  between  his  highnefs  the  Lord  Protector  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
their  High  Mightineffes  the  States-General  of  the  Unit- 
ed-Provinces; of  which  the  ratifications  were  duly  ex- 
changed by  both  parties,  May  2,  and  publifhed  the 
27th  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  year  1654,  N.  S.' 

2.  Two  women  fitting  together,  jointly  fupporting 
a  hat,  as  an  emblem  of  the  liberty  of  the  two  repub- 
lics. The  Englijb  dame  bears  on  her  knees  a  harp, 
and  the  Dutch  has  a  Belgic  lyon  couching  at  her  feet. 

«  Mm- 
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In  praife  of  Oliver  were  compofed  by  fome 

of 


'  Mentibus  unitis  prifcus  procul  abfit  Amaror, 
6  Pilea  ne  fubito  parta  Cruore  ruant.' 

On  the  exergue. 

*  Conclufa  decimo  quinto  Aprilts^  anno  1654.' 

Reverfe. 

Two  fhips,  one  carrying  the  colours  of  Holland,  and  the 

other  that  of  the  States. 

*  Luxuriat  gemino  nexu  tranquilla  Salo  res, 

*  Lxcipit  unanimes  totius  orbis  amor/ 

3.  The  figures  of  Peace  and  Juftice3  with  their  em- 
blems. 

'  Has  mihi  erunt  artes.5 

Reverfe. 
e  Quod  fcelix  fauftumque  fit.  Poft  atrox  Bellum,  quod 
inter  Anglic  <z  Belgicaque  reipublicae  reclores,  bis  fruf- 
tra  tentatis  pacis  conditionibus,  anno  1654  exarflt, 
in  quo  maximis  utrinque  Clafiibus,  fex  Septentrional^ 
duo  Mediterraneo  Mari,  pugnata  funt  cruenta  prslia, 
Dei  Optinii  Maximi  Beneficio,  Aufpiciis  Olivarii, 
MagncB  Britannia  Protecloris,  Fsederati  Be3gii  Ordi- 
num,  Pax  cum  antiquo  Faedere  reftituta ;  cujus  opti- 
piae  rerum  in  memoriam  fempiternam  fenatus  popu-  (*)Parlia~ 
lufque   Jmjielodamen/ts    hoc  monumentum   fieri  Cura-  SSor^  vol 


I  have  mentioned  poetical  panegyrics  above.  Thefe 
r)ow  are  to  be  given  an  account  of.  It  had  been,  as  it 
yet  is,  the  cuftom  for  the  univerfities  of  this  kingdom 
to  cornpofe  poems  in  different  languages  to  celebrate  the 
inaugurations  and  the  illuftrious  actions  of  princes. 
Among  thefe  latter,  the  fettlement  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship upon  honourable  and  beneficial  terms,  with  a  na- 
tion with  whom  they  contended,  has  ever  juftly  been 
deemed  moft  glorious,     Inafmuch  as  the  end  thereby  is 

accom- 
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of  both  univerfities,  whofe  names  fland  M 

the 


accompliYhed,  and  the  blood  and   treafufe  of  the  peo- 
ple preferved,  as   well  as    their  eafe  and  fafety   fecured. 
On  fuch  an  occafion,  therefore,  as  the  peace  with  the 
Dutch,  it  was  but  natural  for  the  mufes  to  exult.     And, 
in  facl,  they  did  it.     The  moft  learned    men,  the  beft 
geniufes,  and  thofe  who   afterwards  made   the   greateft 
figure  in   the  literary  world,  joined   in   celebrating  thj^ 
glorious    event.     The    verfes    compofed    at    Cambridge 
were  published   there,  with  the  following  title  5  ?  Oliva 
'  Pacis.     Ad  Ijluftriflimum  Gelfiffimumque  Oliverum^ 
c  Reipub.  Anglic,  Scotiae,  &  Hiberniae  Dominum  Pro- 
#)  t?*  cele" 5  te&orem-,  de  Pace  cum  Faederatis  Belgis  feliciter  fan- 
cademijeTy- c  c'ta'  Carmen  Cantabrigienfe  (I).'     Dr.  Seaman,  vice- 
pographeo.    chancellor,  introduces  them  to  his  highnefs  in  a  poem5 
4to.  1654.   0f  which  the  following  lines  make  a  fmall  part. 

Desveniam;  nomen,  Dux  invicYtffime,  veftrurn 

Noftris  infcriptum  verfibus  effe  finas. 

Te  Protectorem  Refpublica  noftra  falutat 

Te  Dominum,  domino  tu  mihi  major  en's. 

Quam  facile  eft,  Olivere,  tuum  grandefcere  nomeri,1 

JSi  meritis  titulos  accumulare  licet. 

Primus   Marte,  nee  Arte  minor,  pietate  fecundus 

Nulli,  Militiae  gloria,  Pacis   amor. 

Te  Duce,  folennes  agit  Anglia  laeta  triumphos,1 
Junclo  cum  Batavis  fcedere  tuta  magis. 

Among  the  names  fubferibed  to  the  poems  that  fol- 
low after,  are  Arrcwfmith,  Tuckney  and  Norton,  men  of 
fame  in  their  own  days ;  then  come  thofe  oiWhichcot,  and' 
Cudworth,  whofe  fame  ftill  furvives,  and  whofe  writings' 
render  them  immortal.  Dillingham,  Dupori,  Worthing^ 
ton,  IVray  [Ray]  Glijfon,  and  Bright,  eminent  for  their 
fkill  in  various  branches  of  learning,  bear  a  part  in  the 
collection,  befide.s  a  variety  of  others,  ngw  little  known 
•r  regarded 
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the  firft  rank  among  the  learned. —Crom- 
well, J  know,  has  been  almoft  univerfally 
blamed  for  breaking  with  Spain,  and  allying 

hi  in- 

The  univerfity  of  Oxford  addrefTsd  his  highnefs  like- 
wife.  The  book,  in  which  their  poems  are  contained, 
is  entitled,  '  Mufarum  Oxonienfium  'EAAIO$OPl'A. 
4  Sive,  ob  Fcedera,  Aufpiciis  Sereniffimi  Oliveri  Rei- 
c  pub.  Ang.  Scot.  &'Hiber.  Domini  Protecloris,  inter 
€  Rempub.  Britannicam  h  Ordines  Fcederatos  Belgii 
'  Faeliciter  Stabilita,  Gentis  Togatse  ad  vada  Ifidis  Ce-  (w)Oxoma?, 

*  leufma  Metricum  {m)9 The  dedication  to  this  4t0«  l654* 

piece  is  in  profe  by  Dr.  Owen,  vice-chancellor,  and  is 
full  of  expreffions  of  gratitude  to  Oliver  for  his  favours 
to,  and  protection  of  the  univerfity.  After  which  we 
have  a  copy  of  verfes  by  the  fame  hand,  and  a  great 
variety  of  others  in  feveral  languages  by  different  pens. 
Ziucb9  doctor  of  the  civil  law,  Harmer,  greek- profef- 
for,  and  Dr.  Ralph  Bathurft,  names  well  known  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  contributed  to  this  collection,  and 
joined  in  celebrating  the  protector.  Befides  thefe,  we 
find  here  the  names  of  Bujby  (who  fo  long  ruled  in 
Weftii.injler  fchool,  and  complied  with  every  change  of 
government  in  his  time)  and  Locke :  the  p?em  q[  the 
latter  I  will  here  infert,  as  it  may,  I  am  perfuaded,  be 
acceptable   to  the  learned  reader. 

Pax  regit  Augufti,  quern  vicit  Julius  orbem  : 

Illc  fago  factus  clarior,  ille  toga. 

Hos  fua  Roma  vocat  magnoS  &  numina  credit, 

Hie  quod  fit  mundi  victor,  &  iile  quies.  « 

Tu  bellum  et  pacem  populis  des,  unus  utrifq; 

Major  es ;  ipfe  orbem  vincis,  &  ipfe  regis. 

Non  hominem  e  ccelo  mi(Tum  Te  credirnus  j  unus 

Sic  poteras  binos  qui  fuperare  deos  ! 

I  will  only  add  fome  lines  out  of  Mr.  afterwards  Dr, 
Soutb's  poem,  in  the  fame  collection. 

B  b  Tu 
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himfclf  to  France;  whether  juftly  (ddd)  or 

— Tu  Dux  pariter  Terrae  Domitorq;  profundi, 
Componant  laudes  cuncla  elementa  tuas. 
Cui  mens  a'ta  fubeft  pelagoq;  profundior  ipfo9 

Cujus  fama  fonat,  quam  procul  unda  fonat. 

*  .•#      *     ********* 

Tu  poteras  folus  motos  componere  fludtus, 
Solus  Nertunum  Tub  tua  vincla  dare. 
Magna  ftrnul  fortis  vicifli  &  multa  :  Trophaeis 
Ut   mare,  fie  pariter  cedit  arena  tuis. 
Nomine  Pacifico  geftas  infignia  pads, 
Biandaqj  per  titulos  ferpit  Oliva  tuos. 

f  \  c    ai        Would  any  one  think  this  panegyrift  fhould  after- 

(»)   Souths  .  /  n-\      /-.  fi  i-i  r    <v 

.sermons,  wards,  m  print,  itile  Cromwell  '  a  lively  copy  or  Jvr0- 
toI.  i.  p.  i  <  -^/w  [n)  ?'  or  have  the  face  to  fay  of  the  ruling  ec- 
Lo'd^T'z  c^e^ia^^cs  °f  l^e^e  times,  '  that  Latin  was  with  them 
*  a  mortal  crime,  and  Greeks  inflead  of  being  owned 
4  for  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  (as  in  the  New 
4  Tefiament  it  is)  was  looked  upon  as  the  fin  againft  it ; 
4  fo  that,  in  a  word,  they  had  all  the  confufions  of 
4  Babel    amongft     them     without     the     diverfny    of 

(*)  Id.  Vol.  c  tongues  (o)  V     But    this  was    Dr.  South. The 

wi.  p.  544.  volume  is  clofed  with  fome  verfes  from  the  printer  to 
his  highnefs  the  lord  protedtor.  This  was  Leonard 
Lichfield,  efquire,  bedle  of  divinity,  as  he  ftiies  himfelf. 
He  lived  to  perform  the  fame  honour  to  Charles  II. 
as  did  many  of  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned.  For 
praife,  for  the  time,  follows  fortune :  and  he  who  has 
the  power  of  conferring  benefits  will  never  want  flat- 
terers.— We  fee/5  however,  from  hence,  that  Crom- 
well had  equal  honours  paid  him  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  with  our  kings;  which  was  no  unacceptable 
thing,  we  may  allure  ourfelves,  to  fo  ambitious  a 
mind  as  his,  who  fought  greedily  for  fame,  and  was 
willing  to  perpetuate  his  name  by  deeds  of  renown. 
(ddd)  Cromwell  has  been  blamed  for  his  breach -with 
Spain  and  alliance  with  France;  but  whether  ju/lly,  &c] 

In- 
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no,  may  be  queftioned,  notwithftanding  the 


num- 


Inftead  of  amufing  the  reader  with  the  uncertain  con- 
jectures of  various  writers,  on  this  very  important  fub- 
ject,  I  will  give  him  Mr.  Thurloe's  account  of  the  ne- 
gotiations between  England,  France  and  Spain,  as  far 
as  they  relate  to  Oliver  j  then  will  naturally  follow  the 
cenfures  paft  on  his  conduct,  which  will  produce  fome 
obfervations  tending  to  the  protector's  jufrification. 

6  Upon  Cromwell's  afluming  the  government,  Don 
'  Alonfo  de  Cardenas,  the  Spanifb  ambaffador  then  re- 
6  fiding  in  London,  after  making  the  general  compli- 
.*  ments  in  the  high  ftrain,  mentioned  in  the  note(AAA), 

*  came  to  particular  proportions  on  the  part  of  Spayne, 

*  propounding  a  conjunction  between  England  and  Spayne 
4  againft    France,    upon    two    grounds:    i.   To   bring 

*  France  to  a  good  peace,  and  thereby  to  obtain  reft 
'  and  quiet  to  all  Chriftendome,  which  was  miferably 
c  embroiled  through  the  ambition  of  France,  who 
'  would  liften  to  no  reafonable  terms  of  peace,  unlefs 
c  they  were  conftrained  thereto  ;  and    the  molt  likely 

*  and  vifible  means  to  effect  that  was,  by  the  united 
6  counfels  and  forces  of  England  and  Spayne.  i.  Iri 
6  this  peace  the  eftablifhment  of  Oliver   in  the  govern- 

*  ment   of  thefe  nations  fhould   be   provided    for,  and 

*  particularly  fecured,  againft  the  clayme  and   title  of 

*  his    now    Majefty    [Charles    \L ] ;    propounding,  that 

*  one  of  the  articles  of  the  peace  fhould  be  to  defend 
c  Oliver  in  the  aforefaid  government,  declaring  that 
c  Spayne  would   never  lay  downe  their  arms,  nor   make 

*  peace  with  France,  till  that  crowne  alfo  would  agree 

*  thereto  ;  by  which  means  the  (landing  of  Oliver  would 
■  be  made  firm  and  (table,  having,  betides  his  own  in- 
1  tercft  here,   two  of  the  chiefeft  crownes  of  Europe  to 

*  fupport  and  ftrengthen  him  :  making  mention  here, 
c  by  way  of  inducement,  and  to  peri  wade  that  Spa,rte 
'  was  real,  and  in  good  earned  in  this  particular,  of  the 

*  great  difobligations,  that  the  late  King  had  put  upon 
'  the  King   of  Spayne,  and   the  ill  dealing  he  had  re- 

Jib  2  «  ceiVfid 
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number  and  quality  of  the  cenfurers.     For 

the 


*  ceived  from  him  in  feveral  rencounters,  ■which  his 
*■  Majefty  of  Spayne  did  fo  much  refent,  that  there  could 

*  never  be  any  confidence  again  between  Spayne  and  that 
'  family  ;  nor  would  it  be  the  intereft  of  Spayne,  that 
'  any  of  that  lyne  mould  be  reftored  to   this  govern- 

*  ment.     Thence  concluding,    that    Oliver   could    not 

*  relye  in  this  matter,  upon  any  prince  or  ftate  in  Eu- 
4  rope,  fo  much  as  upon  Spayne,  labouring,  at  the  fame 
4  time,  to  render  the  alliance  with  France  not  only  ufe- 

*  lefs  but  dangerous,  fave  in  the  way  before  expreffed  5. 
4    therein  the  treaty  might  be  fo  ordered,  that  if  France 

*  did   break  any  of  the   articles,  in  prejudice  of  Oliver, 

*  or  his  government  in  England,  Spayne  would  be  obliged 

*  to  join  with  England  for  the  making  good  thereof, 
4  The  particulars  which  he  defired  of  England  in  this 
4  ^conjunction  againft  France,  was  at  firft  only  four  thou- 
6  fand  foldiers  to  ferve  with  the  Spamfo  army,  and 
6  twelve  (hips  of  war  to  be  joined  with  their  fleet  in  the 

*  designs  they  had  againft  France  about  Bourdeaux. 
4  This  proportion  came  afterwards  to  an  entire  Enghjb- 
4  armv  of  horfe  and  foot,  that  rnmht  be  able  to  march. 


s* 


6  in  any  part  of  France.     And  as  to  the  charge  of  tranf- 

4  porting  and   keeping  fuch   an  army,  Don  Alonj'o  pro- 
6  pounded    (as    1    remember)  that   Spayne   fhould   bear 

*  two  third  parts,  and  the  like  of  the  fleet,  which  be- 

*  ing   computed,  he   was  willing   to  pay  part  downe, 

5  and   fo  much  yearly,  as  long  as  this  war  fhould  con- 
*■  tinue. 

6  At  the  fame  time  arrived  here  monfieur  Ligne  from 
the  prince  of  C'.nde,  befides  monfieur  Barrier  e,  that  was 
here  alfo,  and  fome  deputies  from  the  town  of  Bour- 
deaux, offering  reafons  for  a  war  againft  France,  and 
propounding  defigns  relating  to  Bourdeaux,  and  the 
parts  thereabouts,  wherein  England  might  engage  (as 
they  thought)  with  great  advantage  -,  and  this  part 
was  alfo  managed  by  Den  Alonjo-. 

«■  Thefe 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  373 

ie  inequality  between  the  two  crowns  was 

far 


4  Thefe  propofitions  were  communicated  to  Oliver 
4  by  thofe  who  met  Don  rflonfo  thereupon  ;  but  his  own 
4  inclinations  being  not  for  any  conjunction  with  Spayne, 
4  they  were   only   therefore   difcourfed    of,  but  the  an- 

*  fwere  thereunto  was  delayed. 

4  France,  during  this  time,  did  alfo  make  knowne 
4  by  monfieur  Bourdeaux  their  defires  of  holding  a  good 
4  underftand.ing  with  Oliver^  and  founded  his  inclina- 
6  tions  of  a  nearer  conjunction  with  France.,  and  mon- 

*  fieur  de  Baas  was  fent  immediately  from  the  cardinal), 
'  and  as  his  confident,  to  aiTure  Oliver  of  his  particular 
4  fervice.  And  both  the  one  and  the  other  did  exprefs 
4  the  defires  that  France  had  of  entering  into  a  league 
4  defenfive  and  cffenfive  with  England,  and  of  proceed - 
4  ing  by  joint  counfels  towards  Spayne ;  and  that  if 
4  England  will  either  joyne  their  arms  to  France,  or 
'  make  war  againft  Spayne  upon  their  own  bottom, 
4  they  would  contribute  to  the  charge  ;  defiring,  in  the 
1  mean  tyme,  that  the  former  treatys  between  thefe 
4  two  fcates  may  be  renewed.  To  all  this  general  an- 
4  fwers  were  given,  expreffing  very  good  intentions 
4  towards  France ;  and  I  do  not  remember,  that  any 
4  thing  more  particular  was  faid  at  this  time,  nor  dur- 
6  ing  all  the  time  that  monfieur  de  Baas  ftayed  here  ; 
4  who  was  commanded  to  depart  this  country,  upon 
4  intelligence,  that  he  had  intrigues  here  with  feveral 
4  perfons,  tending  to  the  publick  difturbance. 

4  Don  Alonfo  receiving  no  anfwer  to  his  propofitions, 
{  and  perceiving  a  coldnefs  in  that  bufinefs,  fignified  to 
4  Oliver  ^  that  the  intention  of  his  mafter  was  not  to 
4  engage  England  in  a  war  againft  Fiance,  in  cafe  the 
4  prefent  government  found  it  not  to  be  for  their  own 
*  intereft;  but  that  his  chief  hope  was  to  maintaine  a 
4  conftant  good  intelligence  with  Emnand.  And  there- 
4  fore  propounded,  that  the  former  alliances  may  be're- 
4  newed,  as  the  firfl  ftep  towards  a  nearer  union.  Ac- 
4  cordingly   commiffioners  were   afligned  to   treat  with 
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far  enough  from  being  then  as  vifible  as  it 

af- 


4  him  thereupon,  and  feverall  conferences  there  were 
4  upon  the  concept  of  a  treaty,  moftly  drawne  out  of 
4  the  treaty  of  1630.  Amongft -other  difficulties  thefe 
4  three  following  were  the  chief. 

*  1.  Touching  the  l< 'eft- Indies  y  the  debate  whereof  was 
c  occafioned  upon  the  firft  article  of  the  aforefaid  treaty 
4  cf  16^0,  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  there  fnould  be  a 

*  peace,  amity  and  friendfhip  between  the  two  Kings, 
4  and  their  refpe&ive  fubjecls,  in -all  parts  of  the  world, 

*  as  well  in   Europe  as   elfewhere.      Upon  this  it  was 

*  fhewed,  that,  in  contravention  of  this  article,  the 
Englijh   were   treated  by    the  Spanyards   as   enemies, 

*  wherever  they  were  met  in  America,  though  fayling 
to  and  from  their  owne  plantations;  and  infilled  that 
fatisfa&lon  was  to  be  given  in  this,  and  a  good  foun- 
dation of  friendfhip  Jay'd  in  thofe  parts  for  the  future 

4  between  their  refpeclive  fubjecls  (the  EngHJI)   there 

*  being  v^ry  confiderable,  and  whofe  fafety  and  intereft 

*  the  government  here  ought  to  provide  for)  or  elk  there 
4  could  be  no  folid  or  lading  peace  eftabliftied  between 
4  thefe  two  Hates  in  Europe. 

■   2,  The  fecond  difference  was  touching  the  inquifi- 

*  tion,  the  danger  whereof  all  our  Englijh   merchants, 

*  trading  in  Spayne.  were  expofed  to.  And  in  that  it 
4  was  defired,  that  out  of  the  article,  which  related  to 
4  the   Englijh  merchants    exercife    of  their   religion  in 

*  Spayne,  thofe  words  might  be  omitted  (modo  ne  dent 
4  Jcandalum)  and  that  liberty  might  be  granted  to  the 
4  faid  merchants  to  have  and  ufe  in  Spayne '■Englijh  Bi- 
4  bles,  and  other  religious  books.     To  thefe  two  Don 


4   Alonjo  was  pleafed   to  anf wer,  That  to  afk  a  liberty 
4   from  the  inquifition,  and  free  fayling  in  the  Weji-In- 

*  dies,  was  to  ask  his  mailer's  two  eyes  ;■  and   that  no- 

*  thing  could  be  done  in  thefe  points,  but  according  to 

*  the  oractice  of  former  times. 

6  3.   The  third  difference  was  in  relation  to  fome  par- 

*  tjculars  of  trade,  as  the  King's  decrying  and  advancing 

4  hi^ 
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ter  wards  appeared ;    and  Cromwell  always 

had 


6  his  coin,  to  the  infinite  prejudice  of  the  Englifi, 
<-   &c. 

4  The  debates  upon  thefe  articles  gave  no  great  fatif- 
«  faction  to  either  fide,  nor  increafed  the  confidence, 
6  but  rather  fhewed,  that  the  principles  of  England  and 
c  Spayne,  at  that  time,  were  very  different,  and   that 

*  it  would  be  hard  to  make  their  inter  efts  to  agree.  At 
€  the  fame  time  there  were  feveral  conferences  alfo  with 

*  the  French  ambaflador,  upon  a  treaty  with  France  upon 
6  the  ground  of  the  former  alliances.  Then  it  came 
c  into  debate  before  Oliver,  and  his  council!,  with  which 
4  of  thefe  crowns  an  alliance  was  to  be  chofen.  Oliver 
'  himfelf  was  for  a  war  with  Spayne,  at  leaf]  in  the 
c  JVeJl- Indies,  if  fatisfa&ion  were  not  given  for  the  paft 
'  damages,  and  things  well  fettled  for  the  future.  And 
c  moft  of  the  council  went  the  fame  way,  and  inclined 
4  to. hold  good  intelligence  with  France  ;  and  Come  of 
4  the  reafons  for  this  opinion  were : 

€  1.  In  reference  to  his  Majefty,  to  v/it,  that  by  en- 
1  tertaining  a  good  and  confident  correfpondence  with 
France,  the  King  of  England  and  his  brother  might 
be  removed  out  of  France,  and  thereby  a  perpetuall 
enmity  ftated  between  his  faid  Majefty  and  the  King 
of  France  ;  and  fo  all  hopes  of  his  reftitution  by  fuc- 
cours  from  France  taken  away.  And  Frante  was 
looked  upon  as  the  only  foreign  power  that  Oliver 
need  confider  as  to  the  King's  reftitution.     For, 

*  1.  Their  relation  in  blood  might  incline  them  to 
it,  and  the  treatyes  upon  the  match  would  give  them 
greater  pretences  to  reftore  the  King  than  any  other 
ftate  could  have. 

c  2.  They  could  employ  in  this  fervice,  and  engage 
in  it  the  proteftants  of  France,  which  might  very  dan- 
geroufly  divide  us  at  home. 

*  3.  There  was  always  a  great  confidence  between 
the  French  and  the  Scots,  which  the  French  conftantly 
made  ufe  of  as  a  back-door  into  England  -,  and,  as  af- 

Bb  4  *  fairs 
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had    it   in   his   power   to  break   loofe,  and 

throw 


c  fairs  flood  in  Scotland,  it  would  not  be  hard  to  fet  all 
c  in   a  flame  there.     And,    although  it  was  fuppofed, 

*  that  if  his  Majefty  were  excluded  France,  he  would 
e  betake  hirnfelf  to  Spayne,  yet  this  was  riot  thought 
c  dangerous ;  becaufe  his  being  in  Spayne  feerned  rather 
£  difadvantageous  to  his  returue  than  otherwise,  the 
4  Englijh  being  always  jealous  and  afraid  of  the  princi- 
6  pies  of  Spayne,  and  who  had  no  interefl  here  but  the 

*  papift ;  the  prefbyterian  party,  whom  Oliver  was 
€  defirous  enough  to  engage  in  his  affairs,  having  ever 

*  -{hewed  the  greater!  averfion  to  the  Spanyard. 

1  4.  In    the    next   place,    an    ill  underftanding    with 
'  France  lay  contrary  to  the  amity   with  Szveden,  which 

*  Oliver  defired  always  to  cherifh  upon  feveral  confide- 
c  rations. 

'  5.  A  good  intelligence  there  was  thought  fafer  for 
c  the   proteftants  there  than  a  war.     So  it  was  refolved 
to  take   all   opportunities  to  maintayn   a  good    under- 

*  ifanding  With  France,  and  to  fend  a  fleet  and  land 
forces  into  the  Wleji- Indies,  where  it  was  taken  for 
granted  the  peace  was  already  broken  by  the  Spa- 
nyard, contrary  to  the  former  treatyes;  and  not  to 
meddle  with  any  thing  in  Europe,  until  the  Spanyard 
fhould  begin    unJefs  the  American  fleet  fhould   be  met 

f  with,  which  was  looked  upon  as  lawful  prize.  And 
now  the  confideration  was  of  joining  with  France  in 
6  this  war  upon  the  grounds  aforefaid,  which  France 
4  offered  to  do.  And  a  treaty  there  was  touching  a 
6  fquadron  of  ihips   to  join  with   the  Ft  ench   as  auxili- 

*  aryes  only  to  France,  that  fo  no   breach  might   be    in 

*  Europe  with  Spayne  on  the  part  of  England;  as  alfo  a 

4  fum  of  money  was  propounded  to  be  given  by  France* 

5  in  cafe  England  will  declare  war  againil  Spayne  in  any 

*  part  of  the  world.     But   many  difficulties  and    delays 

6  falling  out  in  this  treaty,  the  fleet  was  fen t  away  in- 
,'  to   the  IVeJl- Indies.     And   a   war  followed  thereupon 

*  between  England  and   Spayne ,  without  the  leaft  com- 

6  munication 
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throw  himfelf  into  the  oppofite  fcale,   if  cir- 

cum- 

6  munication  of  counfels  with   France,  whereby  France 

*  had  its  end   for  nothing.     Then  arrives  here  the  mar- 

*  quis  de  Leda9  as  extraordinary  arnbafTador  from  Spayne9 
expreffing  defires  of  renewing  the  peace,  but  returned 
re  infefta.  And  now  there  was  no  more  difcourfe  of 
a  league  defenfive  and  ofFenfive  with  France9  which 
the  councill  were  never  for ;  but  the  former  peace  was 
renewed  with  fome  alterations,  in  refpeel:  of  the  pre- 
fent  tyme,  which  is  in  print ;  and  an  article  by  it- 
felf  for  exclufion  of  his  Majefty,  his  highneffe  the 
duke  of  Torke9  prefently,  and  his  highneffe  the  duke 
of  Glouccfter  after  ten  years,  with  fome  other  perfons 
particularly  named,  out  of  France,  This  was  all  that 
pailed  between  Oliver  and  the  king  or  cardinal  of 
France,  for  fome  years,  fave  very  civil  mefTages  and 
affurances  of  mutuall  fervices,  as  occaiion  fhould  be. 
In  the  mean  tyme  Oliver  caff,  with  himfelf  how  to 
get  footing  on  the  continent,  which  he  always  much 
longed  for.  And  there  was  a  defigne  to  have  drawne 
Flanders  to  revolt  from  Spayne ,  and,  to  that  end,  to 
have  dealt  with  fome  of  the  great  towns  to  have  de- 
clared themfelves  a  commonwealth,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  prince  of  Conde  ;  and  he  was  to  be 
founded  in  it,  how  he  would  inclyne  thereto,  if 
England  and  France  did  affiil  hym  therein,  and  fo, 
by  that  means,  to  have  fatisfyed  Conde  to  live  out  of 
France^  and  to  have  eafed  the  card  in  all  of  the  feare 
of  his  returne.  But  proper  mediums  being  not  found 
out  to  found  the  prince  of  Conde^  and  it  being  not 
reliuhed  in  France^  it  was  no  further  profecuted. 

'  Afterwards  there- were  proportions  of  joining  in  the 
war  againft  the  Spanyard  in  Flanders^  whereupon  there 
was  a  treaty  made' in  the  year  1657.  The  effect  was, 
that  Oliver  fhould  fend  into  France  or  Flanders  6000 
foot,  3roo  at  the  charge  of  England  9  and  3000  at  the 
charge  of  France  \  that  the  whole  being  landed,  fhould 
come  under  the  pay  of  France*  That  with  thefe,  and  a 
French  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  the  king  fhould  that  yeare 

4  be- 
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cumftances  iliould  alter.     But,  be  this  as  it 

may, 

6  befiege  Graveling  or  Dunkirk  ;  and  either  being  taken, 
6  to  deliver  it  with  all  the  forts  into  the  Englijb  hands, 
6  viz.  Dunkirk  abfolutely,  and  Graveling  by  way  of 
6  caution,,  until  Dunkirk  iliould  be  taken  and  delivered. 
*  That  the  priviledges  of  the  town  and  the  religion 
c  fhould  remayne  in  the  fame  flate  as  before  5  and  that 
6  no  peace  or  truce  be  made  with  Spayne  by  either 
s  during  that  yeare.  The  French  that  year  took  only 
6  Mar  dyke  fort,  fo  that  the  treaty  was  in  February  1657-8 
6  renewed  for  another  yeare ;  and,  according  thereto, 
6  Dunkirk  was  taken  and  put  into  the  Englijb  hands. 
c  Further  treaties  were  intended  for  the  joint  manage- 
r_.  c  merit  of  the  war  in  Flanders,  but  the  death  of  Oliver 

e  prevented  it  (p).'— — Thefe  we're   the  motives    of 

Crcmwell's  preferring  the  friendship  of  France,  and  mak-  , 
ing  war  with  Spain,  of  which  the  intelligent  reader 
will  form  his  own  judgment.  The  world,  for  the  moll 
part,  however,  has  blamed  his  conduct  in  this  affairs 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  quotations.  c  Cromwell^ 
fays  Mr.  Beiheil  (for  he,  I  believe,  was,v  the  author  of 
the  World's  Mi /lake  in  Oliver  Cromwel)  '  contrary  to  our 
6  intereft,  made  an  unjuft  war  with  Spain,  snd  an  im= 
'  politic  league  with  France.,  bringing  the  firft  thereby 
6  under,  and  making  the  latter  too  great  for  Chriften- 
6  dome;  and,  by  that  means,  broke  the  ballance  be- 
fi  twixt  the  two  crowns  of  Spain  and  France,  which  his 

*  predeceflbrs,  the  long  parliament,  had    always   wifely 

*  preferved,  In  this  difhoneft  war  with  Spain,  he  pre- 
e  tended  and  endeavoured  to  impofe  a  belief  on  the  world, 
6  that  he  had  nothing  in  his  eye,  but  the  advancement 

*  of  the  proteftant  caufe,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation; 
6  but  his  pretences  were  either  fraudulent,  or  he  was 
6  ignorant  in  foreign  affairs  (as  I  am  apt  to  think,  that 
6  he  was  not  guilty  of  too  much  knowledge  in  them.) 
6  For  he  that  had  ""known   any  thing  cf  the  temper  of 

*  the    Popiili    prelacie,    and   the  French   court  policies, 

*  could  not  but  fee,  that  the  way  to  increafe,  or  pre- 

*  ferve, 
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may,  honour  and   profit  accrued  hereby  to 

the 


€  ferve,  the  reformed  intereft  in  France,  was  by  ren- 
(  dering  the  proteftants  of  neceftary   ufe  to  their  King  ; 

*  for,  that  longer  than  they  were  fo,  they  could  not 
6  be  free  from  perfecution,  and  that  the  way  to  render 
<  them  fo,  was  by  keeping  the  ballance  betwixt  Spain 
6  and  France  even,  as  that  which   would   confequently 

*  make  them  ufeful  to  their  King  :  but  by  overthrowing 
c  the  ballance  in  his  war  with  Spain,  and  joining  with 
'  France*  he  freed  the  French  King  from  his  fears  of 
c  Spain,  enabled  him  to  fubdue  all  factions   at  home, 

*  and  thereby  to  bring  himfeif  into  a  condition  of  not 
'  Handing  in  need    of  any  of  them,  and    from  thence 

*  hath  proceeded  the  perfecution  that  hath  fince  been, 
6  and  ftill  is,  in  that  nation,  againft  the  reformed  there; 

*  fo  that  Oliver*  inftead  of  advancing  the  reformed  in- 
c  tereft,  hath,  by  an  error  in   his  politicks,  been   the 

*  author  of  deftroying  it.  The  honour  and  advantage 
c  he  propounded  to  this  nation  in  his  pulling  down  of 

*  Spain,  had  as  ill  a  foundation  :  for,  if  true,  as  was 
c  faid,  that  we  were  to  have  had  Oftend  and  Newport, 
e  fo  well  as  Dunkirk,  (when  we  could  get  them)  they 
c  bore  no  proportion,  irrany  kind,  to  all  the  reft  of  the 
c  King  of  Spain's  European  dominions,  which  muft  ne- 

*  ceiTarily  have  fallen  to  the  French  King's  {hare,  be- 
c  caufe  of  their  joining  and  nearnefs  to  him,  and  re- 
c  motenefs  from  us,  and  the  increafing  the  greatnefs  of 
4  fo  near  a  neighbour,  muft  have  increafed  our  future 

4  dangers  (q).'~- — Mr.  Burrijh,  after  mentioning  the  )$  7}?e 
offers  made  to  Cromwell  from  France  and  Spain,  in  or-  Miftake, 
der  to   obtain  his   friendfhip,  fays,  c  in  thefe   circum-  &c«  P«  4* 

*  ftances,  perhaps,  the  wifeft  courfe  had  been  to  have 

*  fate  ftill,  and  entertained  both  fides  in  fufpence,  un- 
6  der  favour  of  which  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
$  could  not  fail  to  have  flourifhed.     But  the    protector 

*  was  not  eafy  at  home.     Some  of  thofe  who  had  been 

*  the  means  of  his  elevation,  either  from  envy,  or  a  true 

*  republican  principle,  were  become  his  enemies ;  the 

*  na* 
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o 


the  Englijh  nation,  and  fuch   too  as  it  has, 

and 


*  nation  was  accuftomed  to  war,  and  Teemed  to  take 
'  pleafure  in  it ;  all  which  induced  Cromwell  to  break 
6  with  fome  of  his  neighbours,  that  he  might  find  em- 
'  ployment  abroad  for  thofe  bufy  fpirits,  which,  if  left 
c  at   home,    would   certainly  have  engaged  in  popular 

*  commotions.     Thus  the  proteclor  having  refolved   a 

*  war  from  a  motive  of  felf-interefr,  the  fame  principle 
c  made  him  prefer,  th-e""  alliance  of  France  to  that  of 
c  Spain  ;  becaufe  Phillip  IV.  was  neither  fo  redoubtable 
€  an  enemy   as  Lewis  XIV.  nor  fo    capable   of  ferving 

Cromwell  in  the  quality  of  a  friend.  The  principal 
dominions  of  Spain  were  fituated  at  a  great  diftance 
from  England',  and,  as  to  the  naval  power  of  that 
crown,  which  had  lately  been  the  terror  of  the  univerfe, 
it  was  now  fo  reduced,  that  when,  in  confequence  of 
the  forementioned  treaty,  monfieur  de  'Turenne  formed 

*  the  liege  of  Dunkirk  with  the  confederate  troops  of. 

*  France  and  England,  a  fmail  fquadron  of  Englijh  fhips 

*  ferved  to  block  up  the   port,  and  prevent  the  garrifon 

*  from  receiving  any  relief  by  fea.  In  thefe  circum- 
f  fiances  the  Spaniards  run  a  very  great  rifque  of  having 
6  their  flota  fall   into   the  hands   of  the  Englijh,  and  to 

*  this  we  may  add,  that  the  ill  condition  of  their  af- 
f  fairs  in  the  IVeJi-Indles,  gave  the  proteclor  hopes  of 
'  annexing  FJiJpahiola  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain. 
4  But  this  weaknefs  of  the  Spaniards,  which  invited 
c  Cromwell  into  the  war,  and  feemed  to  allure  him   of 

*  fuccefs,  was  a  very  ftrong  reafon  why  he  ought  not 
6  to  have  broke  with  them  j  becaufe  he  could  not  conti- 

*  nue  to  deprefs  the  crown  of  Sjain  without  defrroying 
'  the  equality  of  power,  that  ought  to  fubfilt  between 
'  the  feveral  great  ftates  of  Europe,  and  elevating  France 

*  to  fuch  an  exorbitant  degree,  as  would  enable  her  to 

*  lord  it  at  pleafure  over  all   her  neigbours.     The  pro- 

*  teclor  knew  this  extremely  well,  and  there  are  tho'e  who 

*  have  affirmed,  that,  before  his  death,  he  had  taken  a 
c  refolution  to  reconcile  h'imfelf  with  the  court  of  Madrid. 

.  c  After 
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and  yet    continues   to   enjoy.     For  though 

the 


6  After   having  acquired  Dunkirk  and  Jamaica,  during 

*■  his  alliance    with  France,  he  had    a  mind  to  poffefs 

4  himfdf  of  Calais  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Spaniards ; 

4  but,  as  he  did  not  live  to  effect  this,  he  left  the  French  (>)  Batavia  * 

4  very  great  gainers  by  the   meafures  they  had    taken  voi.  yu  ^ 

4  with  him  [r)'     Lord   Bolingbroke  cenfures  Oliver  in  4S3. 

ftrong  terms   likewife.     Hear  him.     '  Cromwell  either 

*  ,did  not  difcern,  fays  his  lordfhip,  this  turn  of  the  bal- 

'  lance   of  power  [from   Spain  to  France]' -or,   dif- 

6  cerning  it,  he  was  induced  by  reafons  of  private  in- 

*  tereft  to  acl:  againft  the  general  intereft  of  Europe. 
6  Cromwell  joined  with  France  againft  Spain,  and  tho9 
4  he  got  'Jamaica  and  Dunkirk,  he  drove  the  Spaniards 
4  into  a  neceflity  of  making  a  peace  with  France,  that 
4  has  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  world  alrnoft  fourfcore 
4  years,  and  the  confequences  of  which  have  well  nigh 
4  beggared  in  our  times  the  nation  he  enflaved  in  his. 
4  1  here  is  a  tradition,  I  have  heard  it  from  perfons 
■  who  lived  in  thofe  days,  and,  I  believe,  it  came  frooi 
4  Thurloe,  that  Cromwell  was  in  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
4  ready  to  turn  his  arms  againft  Fiance,  when  he  died. 
4  If  this  facl  was  certain,  as  little  as  J  honour  his  me- 
4  mory,  I  fhould  have  fome  regret  that  he  died  fo  foon. 

*  But  whatever  his  intentions  were,  we  muft  charge 
4  the  Pyrenean  treaty,  and  the  fatal  confequences  of  itj, 
4  in  great  meafure,  to  his  account.  The  Spaniards  ab- 
4  horred  the  thought  of  marrying  their  Infanta  to  Lewis 
4  XIV.  It  was  on  this  point  that  they  broke  the  ne~ 
4  gotiation  Lionne  had  begun  :  and  your  lordfhip  will 
4  perceive,  that  if  they  re  fumed   it  afterwards,  and  of- 

4  fered  the  marriage  they   had   before  rejedied,  Crorn-  (s\  Letters 
'  well's  league  with  France  was  a  principal   inducement.0"^  ft"dy 

'  to  this  alteration  of  their  refolution  (*).' Mr.  Hume  biftory,  vol, 

joins  in  the   cry  againft  Cromwell,  and  peremptorily  de-  i-  p.  25S. 
clares,  c  That,  if  he  had  underftood  and  regarded  the  in-  8vo-Lond* 
4  tereft  of  his  country,  he   would  have  fupported  the 
1  declining   condition   of  Spain   againft    the  dangerous 

4  am- 
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the   expedition    to   Hifpaniola,-.   under    the 

joint 

*  ambition  of  France,    and   preferved  the   ballance   of 

*  power,  on  which  the  greatnefs   and  fecurity  of  Eng- 

*  land  fo  much  depends.  Had  he  ftudied  only  his  own 
'  interefls,  he  would  have  maintained  an  exact  neutra- 

*  lity  betwixt  tbofe  two  great  monarchies;  nor  would 
6  he  ever  have  hazarded  his  ill  acquired  and  unfettled 
'  power,    by  provoking   foreign  enemies,    who   might 

*  lend  affiflance  to  domeitick  faction,  and  overturn  his 

*  tottering  throne.     But  his  magnanimous  courage  un- 
(/)  Hiftory    e  dervalued  danger  :  his  active  difpofition  and  avidity  of 

of  Great      t  extenfive  glory  made  him  incapable  of  repofe  (/).' « 

ii.  p.  65.       Thefe  are  the  principal  objections  to  Cromwell's  entering 

into  the  war  with  Spain,  and  leaguing  with  France:  ob- 
jections it  fnuft  be  owned  at  this  diitance  of  time,  and 
,  in  our  view  of  things,  extreamly  plauiible,  but  which 
poilibly  would  have  been  deemed  but  of  little  force  had 
they  been  urged  when  thefe  important  affairs  were  under 
deliberation.      For  let  it   be  confidered   that  Cromwell 
was  at  liberty  to  wage  war  with  Spain,  on  account  of 
its  cruelties  to  the  Englifo  in  America,  and  the   reftric- 
tions   laid  on  their   commerce.      To  avenge  innocent 
blood,  procure  fatisfaction  for  injuries  pair.,  and  fecu- 
rity for  the  time  to  come,  is  worthy  a  fovereign,  and  me- 
rits praife  from  all  — — Again ;  with  France  the  Protec- 
tor had    no  quarrel.     Calais   was  too  old  an  affair  to 
ground  a  war  on  j    and  the  making  ufe  of  it  as  a  pre- 
tence for  it,  would  have  been  deemed  ridiculous  and  un- 
juft. France,  ?tis  true,  was  capable  of  hurting  Oli- 
ver more  than  Spain;  but  it  muft  be  very  idle  to  make 
it  criminal  in  him  to  prefer  her  friendfhip  for  that  among 
other  reafons.      'Tis  fufficient  the  public  good  is  not 
facrificed  to  private  intereft :  to  expect  men  in  power,  how 
wife  and  good  foever,  will  have  no  regard  to  their  own 
prefervation  and  fafety,  is  perhaps  too  much.     I  do  not 
remember  many  inftances  of  it  in  latter  times.     But  the 
great   objection  we  fee  is,   the  ballance  of  power  -be- 
tween the  two  crowns  was  by  Cromwell's  means  broken, 

and 
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joint  command  of  Pen  and  Venables,  through 


a 


and  France  thereby  enabled  to  give  the  law  to  Chrif- 
tendom.  But  Oliver,  I  prefume,  mull:  be  acquitted  or 
this  head,  if  it  appears  that  it  was  imagined  at  that  time 
that  the  ballance  was  on  the  fide  of  Spain;  that  in  facl: 
the  two  crowns  were  much  nearer  on  an  equality  than 
the  objeclors  fuppofe ;  that  Cromwell  kept  it  in  his  power 
to  turn  the  fcale  as  he  thought  fit;  and  that  the  Pyre- 
nean  treaty  in  reality  placed  the  two  crowns  in  proper 
fituations  with  refpecl  to  each  other,  and  to  their  neigh- 
bours. 

1 .  Spain  was  not  then  viewed  in  that  weak  ftate  which 
{he  afterwards  appeared.  Cromwell's  parliaments  were 
not  over  complaifant  to  him,  nor  prone  to  approve  his 
aclions  meerly  as  fuch.  Yet  the  parliament,  fays  Mr. 
Thurloe  in  a  letter  to  general  Montague,  dated  Whitehall  * 
Oclober  25,  1656,  •  declared  themfelves  cordially  and 
unanimoufTy  concerning  the  Spanijh  war,  having  after 

two  days  debate  declared  their  approbation  thereof  nemi-  *  %  0t%- 
ne  contradicente:  and  this  before  they  heard  one  titt'e  of  monde's 
your  fuccefs  («).'     The  fame  gentleman  writing  to  the  State  Pa~., 
general,  Au^ujl   28,    preceding,  fays,    *  The    Spaniard  V^Z  " 

*  hath  had  great  fuccefs  in  Flanders  this  year  againft  the 

*  French.     To  that  of  raifing   the  ficge  of  Valenciennes^  . 

*  he  had  added  the  taking  of  Conde,  and  is  very  likely 
«  to  lodge  himfelf  this  year  in  France  \  10  that  the  car- 
c  dinal  hath  not  been  able  to  draw  any  army  to  the  fea- 

'  coaft,  as  was  intended,  being  fcarce  able  to  defend  his  (*) rd-  P1 
'  own  country  (*).'  II2' 

2.  There  was  not  in  facl  that  inequality  between  the 
two  crowns  which  the  objectors  fuppofe.  It  is  well 
known  that  through  feveral  preceding  reigns,  'twas  the 
houfe  of  Aufiria  only  had  been  formidable;  that  injured 
our  royal  family  in  the  Palatinate  ;  and  alone  threatned 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  France  had  not  yet  given  oc- 
cafion  to  her  neighbours  to  fear.  A  long  war  had  been 
now  carried  on  between  the  two  crowns,  with  various 
fuccefs.  If  Spain  was  weakned  by  the  revolt  of  Portu- 
gal 
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gal  and  Catalonia,  'tis  certain  France  was  diilracled  with 
domeflic  contentions  even  in  Paris  itfelf,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  contenti@ns  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  perfons  of  the  moft  elevated  rank  and  great- 
ell  power  were  concerned  in  them.  So  that  Spain  car- 
ried on  the  war  on  a  foot  of  equality,  not  of  defence. 
If  the  Prince  of  Ccnde  had  cut  off  their  bell  veterans  at 
Rocroy,  he  now  himfelf  headed  their  troops  with  the 
acknowledged  reputation  of  being  the  beft  general  in 
Europe,    though  Turenne  figured   in  the  field,  and  had 

performed  deeds  of  renown This  equality  is  vifible 

through  feveral  campaigns  ;  but  the  raifing  of  the  fiege 

of  Arras  on   one  fide,    and   that  of  Valenciennes  on  the 

.  other,  proves  it  beyond  doubt ;  to  which  may  be  added, 

that  even   after  the  taking  of  Mardyke  in  purfuance  of 

(A  ^*T~   the  league  with   England,  by  Turenne,  the  French   met 

ofTurenne,  with  feveral  loiTes  ( y ).— — We   feem  therefore  to  de- 

vol.  i.  p.     ceive  ourfelves   with   our  after   knowledge,    when   we 

303.  8vo.    b]ame  Cromwell  for  overturning  the  ballance  of  power. 

l«onu    173^,'. 

3.  It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  Cromwell  held  the  bal- 
lance of  power  in  his  own  hands  the  more  firmly,  by 
his  French  league.  We  fee  from  Thurloe's  account  with 
what  caution  he  engaged  in  it.  The  treaty  was  but  for 
a  year,  'till  Dunkirk  fhould  be  conquered  for  England 
bv  the  help  of  France,  and  when  Cromwell  had  got  it, 
he  was  at  liberty,  if  he  faw  fit,  at  the  end  of  that  year 
to  make  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  ufe  this  very  town 
againit  France.  The  EngHJh  troops  conquered  little  or 
nothing  for  the  French  crown  5  but  France  by  giving 
England  a  footing  on-  the  continent  juft  on  the  confines 
of  the  two  contending  parties,  enabled  it  to  hold  the  bal- 
lance of  power  fo  much  the  more  fleadily  between  them, 
and  become  fo  much  the  more  formidable  to  France  as 
well  as  Spain.  He  found  the  fcales  even,  and  in  pof- 
.  fefling  himfelf  of  Dunkirk,  he  made  the  French  give  him 
hold  of  the  handle  of  the  ballance  to  keep  them  fo. 

If  any  after  this,  mould  condemn  Cromwell  for  weak- 
ning  the  Spaniards  by  making  this  conquer!  of  Dunkirk, 
what  muft  they  think  of  Charles  II.  who  by  the  advice 
of  his  chancellor  Hyde  fold  it   to  France,  and  thereby 

threw 
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threw  fo  great  a  weight  into  that  fcale,  which  then  ap- 
peared more'manifeftly  to  preponderate. 

4.  The  Pyrenean  treaty  placed  the  two  crowns  in  pro- 
per fituations  with  refpect  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
neighbours. —  In  the  treaty  between  the  Emperor, 
Spain,  and  Holland  in  1673,  the  States- General  ftipulated 
to  6  make  no  peace  with  France  'till  the  Catholic  King 
s  was  put  in  pofTeffion  of  all  that  his  moft  Chriflian  Ma- 
4  jefty  had  taken  in  the  Low  Countries  fince  the  peace  of 

*  the  Pyrenees.'  In  the  grand  alliance  between  the  Em- 
peror, England  and    Holland,  in    1689,  it  was  agreed^ 

*  That  no  peace  fhould   be  made  with  France,  till  the 

*  peace  of  Weftphalia,  Ofnabrug,  Munjler,  and  the  Py- 

*  renean  were  by  the  help  of  God,  and  common  force 

*  vindicated,  and  all  things  reftored  to  their  former  con- 
s  dition,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  fame/  And 
King  William  III.  when  Prince  of  Orange,  though juft- 
ly   warmed   with    refentment  againn:  France,  declared, 

4  That   whenever  Spain  pahed  the  bounds  of  the  Pyre-  (*j  See  Sir 
'  nean  treaty,  he  would  become  as  good  a  Frenchman  as  w™  Tem- 
c  he   was  then   a  Spaniard  (%).'     Thefe  facts  I  think  ^,e-s     e" 

,  mosrs,  p. 

fully  mew,  the  Pyrenean   treaty  to  have  been  well  cal-  128.  8vV 
culated  for  the  repofe  of  Europe,  and  for  the  advantage 
of  the  contracting  powers.     However,  it  was  not  Crom- 
well's league  that  produced  this  treaty  and  its  fatal  con- 
fequences,  as    Lord  Bolingbroke  fuggefts.     The  propofal 
of  giving  the  infanta  to  Lewis  XIV.   was  rejected  by 
Spain,  when  there  was  no  other  heir  to  that  throne;  it  ,a\  see  fu» 
was  accepted  when  a  fon  was   born   to  afcend    it   (a).  renne'sLife^ 
The  confequences  of  this  marriage  were  indeed  fatal  to  vol.  1.  p. 
Europe,     But  they  arofe  from  the  ill   conduct  cf  Spain^  327* 
and  the  injuftice,  ambition,  and  perjury  of  Lewis,  who 
with  the   zeal  of  a  bigot,  the   fuperftition  of  a  priert, 
and   the  fcnfuality    of  an   epicurean,  delighted   in  facri- 
ficing  the  blood  of  millions,  to  his  own  foolifh  idea  of 

glory. 1  will  conclude  this  note  with  obferving  that 

Cromwell's  irrefolution  and  delay  in  choofing  his  fide  in 
the  war  feem  juftly  cenfurable  5  more  efpccially  as  he 
neglected  to  clofe  in  with  the  offers  made  him  by  France, 
even  after  he  had  determined,  and  fent  his  fleet  for  the 
Wejl  Indies*     Bourdcaux,  the  French  embafTador's  letters, 

G  6  ar<? 
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a  variety   of  caufes  was  (eee)  unfuccefsful  $ 

and 


are  full  of  the  delays  he  met  with  in  his  negotiation  for 
this  purpofe ;  and  Mr.  1  bur  he  points  out  the  wrong 
rneafures  taken  on  this  cccafion,  when  he  fays  above, 
6  France  offered  a  fum  of  money,  in  cafe  England  would 
4 -declare  war  againit  Spain  in  any  part  of  the  world  $ 
4  but  many  difficulties  and  delays  falling  out  in  this 
c  treaty,  the  fleet   was  fent  away  into  the  Weft  Indies , 

*  and  a  war  followed   thereupon  between  England  and 

*  Spain,  without  the  leaft  communication  of  counfells 
4  with  France,  whereby  France  had  its  end  for  nothing.' 

(eee)  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  mifcarried.]     Crom- 
well's  inftrucftions   to  general  V enables,  commander   of 
the  land  forces  fent  to  America,  are  to  be  feen  in  Bur- 
cheit.     From  thefe  it   appears  that  no  particular  place 
was  the  objeel:  of  their  deftination,  but  much  was  left  to 
the  prudence  of  the  commanders.     Reafons  are  therein 
mentioned  for  attempting  the  iflands,  or  leaving  thefe, 
to  attack    the  main  land,  more  efpecially  Carthagena  ; 
whereby,  if  conquered,  they  might  be  mafters  of  the 
Spani/h  treafures  which  come  from  Peru  by  way  of  Pa- 
nama in  the  South-Sea,  to  Porto  Bello,  or  N ombre  de  dies 
(^Burchetr,  ;n  the  North-Sea  (b).     But  where,  after  all,  the  defcent 
p" 3  7'         was  to  be  made,  the  generals  with  the  commiffioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,,  were,  on  proper  confultation,  to 
determine.     So  that  Lord  Clarendon  was  much  mifta^ken 
in  faying,  '  Their  orders  from  Cromwell  were  very  par- 
4  ticular    and  very  pofitive,    that  they    fhould    land   at 
(r)Vol.vi.    4  fuch  a  place,  which  was  plainly  enough  defcribed  to 
P»  578.         <  them    (<:).'    ,  The  "fleet    left  England,    December  19, 
1654,  and  arrived    at  Barbadoes,   January    29,    1654, 
O.  S.     Here  it    was   fuppofed  they  (hould  meet  with 
many   things  they   flood    in  need  of.     But  their  expec- 
tations were  not  anfwered.     Even   a  fufficient  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition  were  wanting.     '  A  fad  mat- 
4  ter,'  fays  Venables  in  a  letter  to  Montague,  written  from 
Barbadoes  February  28,   following,  4  when  we  mull  at- 
4  tempt  fo  high  with  little  or  nothing,  or  return  home 

*  and 
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&nd  fubje&ed  the  nation  to  difgraeej  yet  the 

taking 

*  and  do  nothing!  which  few  of  us  had   a  great  deal 

*  more  chearfully  hear  the  news  of  death  than  be  guilty 

*  of.'  The  progrefs  and  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fleet  and  ar- 
my, I  will  relate  in  the  words  ofVenables.  «  We  left, 
6  fays  he,  Barbadoes  jhe  lafr.  of  March,  and  came  to  St, 
c  Chriftophers,  where  we  found  a  regiment  formed; 
c  and  not  flaying  to  anchor,  we  failed  thence  without 
e  fetting  foot  on  fhore,  and  in  a  fortnight's  time  came 
c  to    Hifpaniola,    where  we  landed   upon  Saturday  the 

*  14th  of  April,  near  forty  miles  to  the  Wefi:  of  Santo 
c  Domingo,  The  reafon  Was,  our  pilots  were  all  ab- 
'  fent;  the  chief  had  outftayed  his  order,  being  fent  out 
'  to  difcover,  and  none  with  us   fave  an  old  Dutchman^ 

*  that  knew  no  place  but  that :  whereas  we  refoived  to 
'  have  landed  where  Sir  Francis  Drake  did,  except  fore- 
c  ed  off  by  a  fort  (faid  to  be  there ;)  and  then  in  fuch 
6  a  cafe  to  have  gone  to  the  other.  From  our  landing 
c  we  marched  without  any  guide,  fave  heaven,  through 
c  woods ;  the  ways  fo  narrow,  that  500  men  might 
5  have  extreamly  prejudiced  20000  by  ambufhes ;  but 
1  this  courfe  the  enemy  held  not,  fave  twice.  The 
;  weather  extream  hot,  and  little  water;  our  feet  fcorch- 
f  ed  through  our  {hoes,  and  men  and  horfe  died  of 
c  thirft :  but  if  any  had  liquor  put  into  their  mouthy 

'  prefently  after  they  fell,  they  would    recover,  elfe  die 

;  in  an  inftant.     Our  men  the  laft  fortnight  at  fea  had 

*  bad  bread,  and  little  of  it  or  other  victuals,  notwith- 
;  Handing  general  Pewfs  order;  fo  that  they  were  very 

weak  at  landing;  and  fome,  inftead  of  three  days  pro- 
vifmn  at  landing,  had  but  one,  with  which  they  march- 
ed five  days,  and  therefore  fell  to  eat  limes,  oranges* 
lemons,  csY.  which  put  them  into  fluxes  and  fevers. 
Of  the  former,  I  had  my  fh are  for  near  a  fortnight, 
with  cruel  gripings,  that  I  could  fcarce  fland.  Col* 
Butler  was  ordered  to  land  to  the  eaff  of  the  city, 
but  could  not ;  and  therefore  he  and  the  CbrijhpheSs 
regiment  under  col.  Hildip  were  landed  where  we  fir  ft 

C  c  2  *  re- 


!J)  Or- 
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taking  and  fettling  of  Jamaica,  will  always 

be 


*  refolved,  and  were  ordered  by  general  Perm  (whofe  or- 
4  der  I  enjoined  them  to  obey)  to  flay  there  for  us: 
4  but  they  marched  aw  ay,  which  contrary  to  the  firfi; 
4  refolution,  with   fome  other  reafbns,  drew  us  beyond 

*  their  landing  (where  we  were  to  receive  more  victuals) 
4  to  fccure  them  who  were  ftraggling  up  and  down  for 
4  water.     Which    put  the  enemy  upon  placing  of  an 

*  ambufh  for  them,  which  fell  upon  our  forlorn  and 
s  routed  them;  but  the  van  immediately  beat  them 
4  back  with  lofs,  and  purfued  them  near  to  the  city 
4  walls  who  fhot  at  us.  Victuals  we  wanted,  having 
'*•  faded  two  days  every  man  of  us  ;  our  ammunition 

*  fpent;  no  water ;  and  our  men  ready  to  faint,  and 
4  fome  died  ;  the  eagernefs  and  heat  of  fight  had  drawn 
4  them  beyond  their  ftrength.  Whereupon  it  was  re- 
4  folved  by  a  council  of  war,  to  retreat  for  meat  and 
6  ammunition  ;  which  we  did  ;  but  our  long  march  and 

*  this  delay  did  give  the  enemy  time  to  call  In  ail  the 
4  country  to  at  leaft  4  or  5,000,  and  left  our  men,  after 

*  travel  by  fea,  bad  diet,  and  failing,  very  weak ;  fo 
4  that  when  we  advanced  the  next,  they  fell  upon  our 
4  forlorn  again,  routed  them,  and  then  in  the  narrow 
4  lanes  and  thick  woods  routed  mine  and  major  general 
4  Heave's  regiments,  flew   my  major  and  three  of  my 

*  captains,  flew  the  major  general,  and  wounded  his 
4  lieutenant  colonel,  who  is  fince  dead  ;  and   were  not 

iijindeV  4  repulled,  till  the  regiment  of  feamen  (with  whom  I 
State  Pa- _(  t  was\  gave  flop  to  this  diforder.  Never  did  my  eyes 
peiSoV°Qee  4  fee  men  more  difcouraged,  being  fcarce  able  to  make 
alfo  Thur-  6  them  ftand,  when  the  enemy  was  retreated,  who  ne- 
loe,  vol.  iii.  «  ver  }0oked  upon  us  until  we  were  ready  to  faint  for 
^  i°4~Arid  '  water ;  they  having  (which  I  forgot  to  tell  before)  ftopt 
Howard's     s  up  all  their  wells  ;  fo  that  we  had  not  of  ten   miles  at 

coileftionof  c  jo^  one  <jrop  0f  water  {el).*— Mr.  Daniel,  audi- 

^etuis^vo  ,  ^^  general  in  this  expedition.,  gives  much  the  fame  ac- 
4'o.*Lcnd.  count  j  and  then  adds,  4  I  cannot  omit  to  exprefs  fome- 
575>  * 'thing  concerning  this  great  bufinefs,  which  I  am  fure 

*  the 
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*  the  world  will  miftake  in  reportinge ;  but  myfelf  be- 

*  ing  a  prefent  eye-witnefs  there  on  the  place,  and    a- 

*  mongft  the  crowd,  in  the  midfl  of  danger,  near  ma- 

*  jor-general's  perfon,  I  have  not,  neither  fhall  I,  re- 

*  late  any  thing  but  what  I  know  for  certain  truth.     I 

*  know  a  threefold  cord  cannot  be  eafily  broken ;  but 
4   where   they  twift    not  equally    together,    they   many 

*  times  cut  one  another ;  and  this  I  am  fure,  that  in 
6  martial  affairs,  where  commands  execute  like  light- 
6  nings,  and  thofe  variable  as  the  winds,  according  as 
6  the  prefent  emergency  requires,    and  not  for  confent  of 

*  others,  to  the  lofTe  of  all.     I  well  know  his  highnefs 

*  would  never  fubmit,  in  all  his  pad  actions,  to  fuch 
'  curbs,  nor  can  brave  defigns  ever  fucceed  with,  fuch 
6  bridles,  which  i  hope  to. fee  amended.'  This  feems  a 
fenfible  reflection  on  joining  commilHoners  and  the  ad- 
miral in  authority  with  the  general,  and  thereby  ren- 
dring  their  advice  and  confent  abfolutely  necefiary  in  eve- 
ry affair.  This  was  one  unhappy  caufe  of  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  they  met  with,  we  may  well  enough  fuppofe.  An- 
other w^s  the  diflike  of  the  admiral  and  fome  of  the  fea 
officers,  to  the  land  forces,  as  the  fame  gentleman  hints 
in  the  following  paiTage.  6  IThe  uncbaritablenefs  of 
6  our  rear  admiral,  fays  he,  will  not  fuffer  my  filence, 

*  for  by  that  time  we  were  by  order  fhipped  from  Hijpa- 
c  niola9  he  did  furioufly  and  rnoft  unchriftian-like  fay, 
'  before  good  witnefs,  where  are  thefe   cowardly  Spa* 

*  nlards  now  ?  Will  they  not  come  and  cut  off  thefe 
c  army  rogues,  that  we  may  noe  more  be  troubled  with 

*  them  ?    And  his  own  lieutenant,  my  former  acquain- 

*  tance,  being  by  accident  aboard  the  fhip  where  I  cam® 

*  into  weak,  and  fo   ill  not  able  to  frand,  after  falutes 

*  and  fome  difcourfe,  told   me  to  my  face  (like  to  his 

*  profeflion)  we  were  all  overboard,   that  they  might  be 

*  rid    of   us   again ;  fpeaking  the  fame    words   to  capt, 

'   hinder  1  in   his   extremity  of  weaknefs,     and  alfo  to'  ,,„,  ;:•"  oe' 

J  '  VOK   IjI,    p, 

*  others  (*).'  So7. 
On  the  other  hand,  great  complaint  was  made  of  ge- 
neral V enables.     He  was  looked  on  as  covetous  and  nig- 
gardly, and    was    poflefTed    but  of  little  ellcem  amoiigft      . 

the  foldiery  (_/"),  having  prohibited  them  from  plundering  629.    '  P* 

C  c  3  on 
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be  deemed  as   an  eflential  fervice  to  (fff) 
Britain,  and  meriting  the  highefl  applaufe. 

The 

(g)  Thur-  ori  pain  of  death  (g).  A  thing  no  way  pleafing  in  fuch 
P^oq/U"  an  expedition,  where  every  man  flattered  himfelf  with . 

the  hopes  of  making  a  fortune.- ■ — Such   were  the 

caufe's  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  to  Hifpaniola ; 
caufes  which  will  always  produce  like  efPecls.  For  un- 
lefs  there  is  unanimity  of  counfel,  obedience  to  orders, 
confidence  in  the  commander,  and  fufficient  (lore  of  pro- 
visions and  ammunitionj  it  can  never  be  expected  but 
(b)  See  Ac-  that  things  will  go  amifs.  It  were  well  if  this  had  been 
coun  or  tn   ^        ]     affair  in  which   difhonor  and  difgrace  had  ac- 

European  /  .  ..,       .     .  & 

Settlements  crued  to  the  nation  through  the  diiagreement  or  com- 
ln  America,  manders,  and  the  envy  and  ill  will  of  the  land  and  fea 
6i'8voP'  officers  one  towards  another  !  Cromwell's  genius  did  not 
|#Rjjd,  1758.  .appear  in  planning  this  expedition  (h). 

(fff)  The  taking -and  Jettling  fl/^  Jamaica,  was  an  ef- 
feniial fervice  to  Britain.]  After  the  difgrace  received  by 
the  Englijh,  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note,  the  ar- 
my was  reduced  to  thegreateft  extremities.  c  The  rains 
6  increasing,  fays  the   auditor    Daniel,  our   men  weak- 

*  ning,  all  even  unto  death  fluxing,  the  feamen  aboard 
c  neglecting,  that  forced  us  to  eat  all  our  troop  horfes, 
c  (the  enemy  denying  all  relief,  triumphing)  and  thefe 
6  miferies  increafing,  our  council   refolved    by  feeking 

*  God,  to    purge  the  army,     Firft,   "Jack/on  [adjutant- 

*  general]  found   guilty   of  cowardice,    had   his  fword 

*  broken   over    his  head  for   a  coward,  his  coramiffion 

*  taken  away,  and  expulfl  the  army,  and  to  be  fwabber 

*  to  hofpital  fhips  of  fick  people,  which  was  accordingly 

*  done.     Some  women  found  in  mens  apparel  were  pu- 

*  niflied,  and  all  fufpected  whores  [Barbadoes  and  thofe 

*  plantations  yielding  few  c\{&)   narrowly  fought   after  $ 

*  all  officers  and  foldiers  itrictly  commanded  to  obferve 
4  duty,  upon  greatefl  pains;  one  of  major- general  (now 

*  Forte/cue)  foldiers,  proved  to  run  away,  hanged ;  and 
6  indeed  like  a  wife  prudent  general,  all  things  by  him 

*  ordered  5  yet  our  ficknefs   increafing,  it  was  refolved 


agam 
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The  attempt  on  Hifpaniola  quickly  reached 
the  eajs  of  the  Catholic  King,  who  imrae-    s 

diately 

'  again   to  fhip,  and  fo  dire£l]y  for  Jamaica  (/).' (OThjirloe, 

Venables  himfelf  fhall  relate  the  fuccefs.     c  Upon  this  50^ 
c  difafter  and  our  mens  fears  we  fell  to  new  counfeL, 
'  and  refolved  to  try  Jamaica  (from  which  nothing  di- 

*  verted  our  firft  attempt,  but  that  it  wanted  a  name  in 

*  the  world,  our  men  refufing  to  march  again  for  Do- 
'  mingo)  where  we  landed  (having  beaten  the  enemy 
c  from  off  his  forts  and   ordnance)  upon  the  tenth  of 

*  May ;  and  find  the  country  in  our  judgments  equal,  if 
•*  not  fuperior,  to  Hifpaniola :  and  in  four  miles  march 
c  here,  I  faw  more  cattle  and  plantations  than  in  forty 
'  in  Hifpaniola j  and  a  better  air,  the  fite  more  advan- 
€  tagious  to  intercept  the  Spanijh  Plate  fleet.     The  Re' 

*  covery  and  TVilliam  of  London  are  come  to  us  with 
c  fome  bifcuit,  which  we  extreamly  want,  but  the  fleet 
c  claim  it  as  theirs  j  and  then  we  ftarve  :  for  the  enemy 
c  here,  after  figning  articles,  have  run  into  the  woods, 
c  and  drove  away  all  the  cattle  into  the  mountains,  and 

*  left  us  nothing;  but  bare  walls  and  roots  to  fhelter  and 
£  -feed  upon.  We  are  getting  horfe  to  make  troopers 
c  and  dragoons  :  and  then  we  hope  well,  if  the  Lord 
c  blefs  a  party  we  have  fent  forth  under  colonel  Butler, 
'  The  people  have   broke  all  their  promifes  all  along  ; 

c  but  we  have  their  governor  and  another  principal  man  ^  0r- 

*  as  two  hoftages  ;  they  fay  the  articles  are  too  harjh  (/£).'  monde's 
All  things  at  laft  however  were  fettled,  and  Venables  and  PaPers  vq1* 
Penn^  between  whom  there  was  an  ill  understanding,  and 

who  had  different  parties  even  among  the  land  forces, 
took  the  firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  England* 
Cromwell^  greatly  difpleafed  at  their  whole  conduit,  and 
difappointed  in  his  high  hopes,  we  may  well  fuppofe  was 
angry  ;  and  after  hearing  their  mutual  accufations  and 
defences,  committed  them  to  the  'Tower,  Certain  it  is, 
many  of  the  officers  complained  greatly  of  V 'enables  be  (OSecTW- 
haviour,  both  at  Hifpaniola  and  Jamaica  (I).  The  Eng-  loe'  voL  iii* 
hjh  were  no  fooner  known  to  be  gone  to  this  latter  place,  '  64  *  755 

C  c  4  but 
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Stately  thereupon,  feizing  the  perfons  and 
effcds  of  the   Englijh   merchants  in  his  do- 

minionss 

but  an  account  was  fent  by  Mr.  Mudiiford  from  Bar- 
fradoesy  of  its  great  utility  and  importance.  c  It  is  ap- 
6  patently,   fays    he,  in  a   letter  dated  June  20,   1655, 

*  (feeing  they  would  have  an  iiland)  far  more  proper  for 

*  their    purpofes,  than    the  other  or  Porto  Rico,  as  the 

*  fituation  in  the  maps  will  make  more  vifible.  It  hath 
a  an   excellent     harbour,    and    is  accounted  the    moft 

healthful  and  plentiful  of  them  all.  It  will  be  fooner 
filled,  and  is  far  more  convenient  for  attempts  on  the 
Spanijb  fleet,  and  more  efpecially  the  Carthagena  fleet, 
which  muft   halt  within  fight  of  it,  as  they  go  to  the 

*  Havannah.     And   believe  it,    this  will  more   trouble 

*  the  court  of  Spain  th%i\  ten  of  the  other-;  and  therefore 

*  it  muft  be  expeded  more  attempts  will  be  by  the  Spa- 

*  niards  to  fupplant  them.  If  therefore  you  have  an 
?  opportunity,  prefs  his  highnefsand  the  council  to  fend 
'  fpeedy  and  great  fupplies  of  men,  arms,  ammunition, 

*  and  cloathes. 1  am  confident  that  if  this  place  be 

*  fully  planted,  which  in  three  or  four  years  may  with 
f$»)Ti*ut-  *  cafe  be  done,  his  highnefs  may  do  what  he  will  in  the 
Joe,  vol.  jii.  «  Indies  (m),'  Cromwell  was  fenfible  of  its  importance, 
P-  5w£i        and    ifliied    out  a  proclamation  for  the   encouragement 

of  all  perfons  inclined  to  fettle  there,  promifmg  the  erec- 
tion of  civil  government ;  protection   againft  enemies ; 
exemption  from  cuftorns  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
(ft)  Id.  p.      anc^  a^  otner  things  requifite  to  induce  men  to  tranfport 
733.  '*        themfelves   thither   («).     Incredible  were  the  hardmips, 
the  firft  Englijh  planters,  as  well  as  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  met  with  in    the  beginning.     But  Cromvjell  was 
i°}  U'7o]'   continually  fending  them  relief,  and   doing  every  thing 
&feq.         ln  h*s  power  to  make  them  eafy   and   happy  (0).     No- 
thing can  more  fully  confirm  this  than  the  following  letr 
ter  written  by  him  to  major-general  Forte/cue,  comman? 
der  of  the  forces   there,  after  the   departure  of  general 
^enables* 
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minions,  caufed  an   open  war  between  the 
two  nations.     Cromwell,  far  from  being  inti- 

'    midated, 


Y 


S  I  R, 

O  U  will  herewith  receive  inflruclions  for  the  bet- 
ter carrying  on  of  your  bufinefs,  which  is  not  of 
fmall  account  here,  although  our  difcouragements  have 
been  many ;  for  which  we  defire  to  humble  ourfelves 
before  the  Lord,  who  hath  forely  chailened  us.  I 
doe  commend,  in  the  midlr.  of  others  mifcarriages, 
your  conftancy  and  faithfulnefs  to  your  truff,  in  every 
*  *  where  you  are,  and  taking  care  of  a  company  of 
poore  fheepe  left  by  their  fhepherds ;  and  be  allured, 
that  as  that  which  you  have  done  hath  been  good  in 
itfeif,  and  becoming  an  honeft  man,  fo  it  hath  a 
very  good  favour  here  with  all  good  chriftians  and  all 
true  EngHJhmen,  and  will  not  be  forgotten  by  me,  as 
opportunitie  fhall  ferve.  I  hope  you  have  long  before 
this  time  received  that  good  fupplye  which  went  from 
hence  in  July  Ian1,  whereby  you  will  perceive,  that 
you  have  not  been  forgotten  heere.  I  hope  alfo  the 
fhips  fent  for  New  England  are  before  this  tyme  with 
you  ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  as  an  encouragement  to  you 
and  thofe  with  you  to  improve  the  utmoft  diligence, 
and  to  excite  your  courage  in  this  bufinefs,  though  not 
to  occafion  any  negligence  in  prefentinge  that  affair, 
nor  to  give  occafion  to  flacken  any  improvement  of 
what  tr.e- place  may  afford,  that  you  will  be  followed 
with  what  neceffary  fupplies,  as  well  for  comfortable 
fubfiftance,  as  for  your  fecurity  againft  the  Spaniard, 
this  place  may  afford  or  you  want.  And  therefore 
ftudy  firft  your  fecuritie  by  fortifieing ;  and  although 
you  have  not  monies  for  the  prefent,  wherewith  to  do 
it  in  fuch  quantities  as  were  to  be  wiflied,  yet  your 
cafe  being  as  that  of  a  marchinge  army,  wherein  eve- 
ry foldier  out  of  principles  of  nature  and  according  to 
the  pradice  of  all  difcipline,  ought  to  be  at  the  pains 
to  fecure  the  common  quarter  ;  wee  hope  no  man 
i  amongft  you  will  be  foe   wantipge  to  himfelf,  confi- 


*  deringe 
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midaied,  fcnt  immediate  orders  to  Blake, 
who  was  then  in   the  'Mediterranean,  to  ad: 

again  ft 

*  deringe  food  is  provided  for  you,  as  not  to  be  willinge 
c  to  help  to  the  uttermoft  therein ;  and  therefore  I  re- 
€  quire  you  and  all  with  you  for  the  fafetie  of  thq  whole, 
s  that  this  be  made  your  principal  intention.     The  do- 

*  inge  of  this  will  require,  that    you  be  verie  careful 

*  not  to  fcatter,  till  you  have  begun  a  fecuritie  in  fome 

*  one  place.     Next  I  defire  you,  that  you  would  con- 

*  fider  how  to  form  fuch  a  body  of  good  horfe,  as  may, 

*  if  the  Spaniard  mould  attempt  upon  you  at  the  next 
6  comeing  into  the  Indies  with  his  gallions,  be  in  a  rea- 

*  dinefs  to  march  to  hinder  his  landinge,  who  will  hard- 

*  ly  land  upon  a  body  of  horfe  ;  and   if  he  fhall  land, 

*  be  in  a  paffure  to  keep  the  provifions  of  the  country 
6  from  him,  or  him  from  the  provifions,  if  he  fhall  en- 
c  deavour  to  march  towards  you.     Wee  truft  wee  fhall 

*  furniih  you  with  bridles,  faddles,  and  horfe  ffaoes,  and 
4  other  things  neceflary  for  that  worke,  defiring  you  to 

*  the  uttermoft  to  improve  what  you  have  already  of 
c  thofe  forts.     Should  it  be  knowne  that  you  had  5C0 

*  horfe  well  appointed,  ready  to  march   upon  all  occa- 

*  fions  in  that  idand,  even  that  alone  might  deterre  the 
6  Spaniard  from  attemptinge  any  thing  upon  you.  Wee 
&  have  fent  commiffioners  and  inftruiiions  into  New 
e  England,  to  trye  what  people  may  be  drawn  thence. 
c   Wee  have  done  the  like  to  the  Englijh  windward  iflands, 

*  and  both  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  you  will 

*  have  what  men  and  women  we  can  well  tranfport.. 
6  Wee  thinke,  and  it  is  much  defigned  amongft  us,  to 
<■  ftrive  with  the  Spaniard  for  the  maftery  of  all  thofe 
&  feasj  and  therefore  wee  could  heartily  wifh,  that  the 
6  ifiand  of  Providence  were  in  our  hands  againe,  believ- 
€  inge  that  it  lyes  fo  advantas;ioufly  in  reference    to  the 

*  mayne,  and  efpeciaily  for   the  hindrance  of  the  Peru 

*  trade  and  Cartagena,  that  you  would  not  only  have 
6  great  advantage  thereby  of  intelligence  and  furprize, 
c  but  even  blocke  up  the  fame.     It   is  difcourfed  here, 

4  that 
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again  ft  Spain.     His  orders  were  obeyed,  and 


that  if  the  Spaniard  doe  attempt  you,  it  is  moll  likely- 
it  will  be  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland  towards  Cuba, 
as  alfo  Cuba  upon  Cuba  is  a  place  eafiiy  attempted,  and 
hath  in  it  a  very  rich  copper  mine.  It  would  be  good 
for  the  firft,  as  you  have  opportunity,  to  informe 
yourfelf,  and  if  there  be  need,  to  make  a  good  work 
thereupon,  to  prevent  them ;  and  for  the  other,  and 
all  things  of  that  kinde,  wee  muft  leave  them  to  your 
judgment  upon  the  place,  to  doe  therein  as  you  £hall 
fee  caufe.  To  conclude,  as  we  have  caufe  to  be  hum- 
bled for  the  reproof  God  gave  us  at  St.  Domingo  upon 
the  account  of  our  owne  fins,  as  well  as  others  ;  foe 
truly  upon  the  reports  brought  hither  to  us  of  the  ex- 
treame  avarice,  pride,  and  confidence,  diforders  and 
debauchednefs,  profanenefs  and  wickednefs  commonly 
pra£iifed  amongft  the  army;  wee  cannot  onlie  bewail 
the  fame,  but  deiire  that  all  with  you  may  doe  {o> 
and  that  a  very  fpecial  regard  may  be  had  foe  to  go- 
verne  for  tyme  to  come,  as  that  all  manner  of  vice 
may  be  thoroughly  difcountenanced  and  feverely  punifh- 
ed,  and  that  fuch  a  frame  of  government  may  be  ex~ 
ercifed,  that  virtue  and  godlinefle  may  receive  due  en- 
couragement.' 


D 


He  lived  not  indeed  to  fee  the  beneficial  effecls  of 
his  care.  But  the  Englijh  nation  has  fufficiently  expe- 
rienced it.  Jamaica  for  near  a  century  has  returned  an 
immenfe  treafure  to  her  mother  country,  and  enabled 
her  to  injure  Spain  when  neceiTary,  in  a  very  fenfible 
manner.  This  (he  long  has  done,  and  as  it  is  faid,  is 
yet  capable  of  doing  much  more,  if  properly  cultivated, 
and  improved,  and  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  monopo- 
lizers. How  far  this  is  true,  it  may  become  thofe  who 
have  the  affairs  of  our  colonies  under  their  infpeclion  to 
enquire  ;  but  whatever  be  the  refult,  it  will  be  an  indif- 
putable  truth  that  Jamaica  is  one  great  fource  of  wealth 
|o  Britain. 

wealth, 
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wealth  (ggg),  honor  and  renown,  accrued 

to 


(ggg)  Wealth  and  honor  accrued  to  his  country  by  Blake'.? 
behaviour.']  On  the  King  of  Spain's  feizing  the  perfons 
arid  effects  of  the  Englijh  by  way  of  retaliation  for  what 
had  pailed  in  America,  Cromwell  publifhed  a  manifeflo 
in  Latin,  written,  as  is  foppofed,  by  Milton,  fetting 
forth  his  reafons  for  his  conduct  in  that  affair.  This 
piece -contains  a  great  variety  of  inftarices  of  the  barba- 
rity, cruelty  and  oppreilion  exercifed  by  the  Spaniards 
on  the  Englijh^  which  are  little  known,  Ships  were' 
taken,  men  murthered,  and  the  iflands  of  Tortuga  and 
Providence  wrefled  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englijh  in 
times  of  full  peace.  Eefides  thefe  abominable  deeds  in 
the  new  world,  an  account  is  given  of  many  hoftile  a£ts 
againft  the  fame  nation,  by  the  Spaniards,  even  in  Eu- 
rope ;  from  all  which,  fays  the  manifeflo,  c  We  are  con- 

*  hdent,  we  have  made  it  plain  to  all,  who  weigh  things 
4  fairly  and  impartially,  that  neceffity,  honor  and  juftice, 
6  have  prompted  us  to  undertake  this  late  expedition. 
6  Fjrfl,  we  have  been  prompted  to  it  by  neceffity ;  it 
s  being  abfolutely  necefTary  to  go  to  war  with  the  Spa- 
6  niards,  fince  they  will  not  allow  us  to  be  at  peace  with 
c  them  :  and    then  honor  and  juflice,  feeing  we  cannot 

*  pretend  to  either  of  thefe,  if  we  lit  ftill  and  fuffer 
€  fuch  infufferable  injuries  to  be  done  our  countrymen, 

0) Milton's  *  as  thofe  we  have  fhown  to  be  done  them  in  the  Weft 
Profe  ^  s  Indies  [/>).'  But  Cromwell  reded  not  in  words.  He 
a.  p.  27?.  '  ^ent  or(^ers  to  Blake  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  the  Medi- 
terranean erelfewhere,  and  to  feize  every  thing  he  could 
lay  his  hand  on  belonging  unto-, them.  Blake  wanted 
nothing  more.  f  Shortly  after,  cruifing,  in  conjunc- 
6  tion  with  general  Montague,  off  of  Cadiz,  to  inter- 
€,  cept  the  Spanijb  Fhta,  captain  Stayner,  with  three 
€  fhips   of  the   fleet,    fell   in    with  eight  galleons,  with 

*  which  he  dealt  fo  effectually  in  two  or  three  hours  en- 
€  gagement,  that  one  was  funk,  another  fet  on  fire, 
6  two  were  forced  on  fhore,  and  two   he  took,  having 

*  on   board  in   money  and    plate,  to   the   value  of  fix 

4   hundred 
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to  his  country  by  the  behaviour  of  that  gal- 
lant 

c  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and   only  two  efcaped  into 
«  Cadiz  (?).'     This  action  was  on  the  9th  of  September,  ^  ^  ™^ 
1656.     Capt.   Stayner  ^  in   his  letter  to  the  generals  of 
the  fleet,  written  on   the  day  of  the  engagement,  fays, 
*  The  fhip  he  took  was  as  good  as  all  the  fleet  beiides, 
c  and  the  other  that  capt.  Harm  an  took  was  very  rich  -3  (r)Thurfoe, 
6  though  but  little  filver  in  her  (r)/     By  the  calculation  vo1-  V,P- 
of  the  Spaniards,  there  was  taken  and  loft  nine  millions399' 
of  pieces  of  eight,  of  which   about  five  millions  fell  to  ,s\  T^ 
the  fhare  of  the  Englijh  (s).     Beiides   this  great  fum  of  400. 
money,  fo  ufeful  to  Cromwell  at  this  time,  advantage  was 
made  of  the  intelligence  given  by  the  young  marquis  of 
Baydex,  a  prifoner,  who  was  born    in   Lima,  and   un- 
derftood  well  the   ftate    of  the  Weft  Indies.     Montague 
fpent  almoft    a  whole  afternoon  in  difcourfe   with  him, 
and  obtained  fuch  an  account  from  him,  as  he  thought  rt)  \^9 
worth  tranfmitting  to  Thurloe  (f).     So  intent  was  he  on  434* 
procuring  all  poffibJe  helps  for  his  country.     '  The  next 
year  admiral  Blake  went  out  with  a  ilrong  fquadron  on 
the  fame  defign  of  intercepting   the  Spawjh  Weft  In- 
dia fleet,  and  took  his  ftation  off  of  Cadiz,  where  re- 
ceiving  intelligence  that  thofe  {hips  were  arrived  at 
Tencriffe,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  that  iiland. 
The  biota  lay  in  the  bay  of  Santa  Cruz,  drawn  up  in 
form  of  a  half- moon,  with    a  flrong  barricado  before 
them  ;  the  bay  itfelf  defended  by  (even  forts  difpofed 
round  the  fame,  with   two    caftles   at  the   entrance, 
which  were  well  furnifhed  with  ordnance :  in   which 
pofture  the  Spanifo  admiral  thought  himfelf  fo  fechre, 
that  he   fent   out  word  by  a  Dutch  merchant,  Blake 
might  come  if  he  durft.     The  admiral   having  taken  a 
view  of  the  enemy's  fituation,  fent  in  captain  Stayner 
with  a  fquadron  to  attack  them,  who  foon  forcing  his 
paffage  into  the  bay,  was  prefently  fupported  by  Blake 
with  the  whole  fleet.     Placing  fome  of  his  (hips  fo  as 
that  they   might  fire  their  broadfides  into  the  caftles 
and   forts,  himfelf  and    Stayner   engaged  the  Spanijh 

•  fleet, 
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lant  admiral.     Very  few  commanders  ever 
ihewed  like  condudt  and  bravery.     Nor  were 

the 

e  fleet,  and  in  few  hours  obtaining  a  compleat  victory  s 
c  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  all  the  fhips ;  but  being  not  able 

chlttp"      '  t0  ^r'nS  them  °ff»  ne  ^et  tnem  on  ^re>  ana*  they  were 

396/    '     €  every  one  burnt  (a).*     Sixteen  galleons  were  deftroy- 

(x)Thur-    ed,  befides  others.     Moft  of  them   had   a  great  part  of 

°e' ™!*  v1,  their  loading  aboard,  which  perifhed  all  with  the  fhips  (x). 

6  The  laft  intelligence  from  Cadiz  (fays  Mr.  Maynard, 

6  the  Englijh  conful  at  Lijbon,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Thurloe^ 

*  dated  June  6,  1657,  N".  S.)  faies,  that  the  lofle  of 
f.  thofe  fhips  in  the  Canaries  goes  near  their  hearts ;  they 

*  thinking   it  a  greater  lofle  to  them  than  the  galleons 

*  with  the  plate  taken  formerly  5  for  the  confequence  of 
6  this  lofTe  will  be  greate,  in  refpect  they  are   wholly 

*  difappointed  of  furrrifhing  the  Weft  India  with  fuch  ne= 

*  ceiTaries  as  they  wartte  ;  for  thofe  fhips  were  defigned 
e  to  have  gone  from  thence  in  few  days,  if  general  Blake 
<  had  not  prevented  them  ;  fo  now  they  are  driven  to 
c  their  lafte  fhifte  to  freight  Hollanders,  and  fend   them 

00  Id.  ibid. c  fome,  and  fome  for  the  India  {y)J —Such  were  the 

naval  exploits  under  the  Protector !  Exploits,  which  Mr* 
Waller  has  celebrated  in  more  than  one  of  his  Poems, 

. Britain,  looking  with  a  jufldifdain 

Upon  this  gilded  Majefty  of  Spain  ; 

And  knowing  well,  that  empire  mufl  decline, 

Whofe  chief  fupport,  and  finewsareof  coin; 

Our  nation's  folid  virtue  did  oppofe, 

To  the  rich  trouhlers  of  the  world's  repofe. 

And  now  fome  months,  incamping  on  the  rnain-j 

Our  naval  army  had  befieged  Spain  : 

They  that  the  whole  world's  monarchy  defign'd, 

Are  to  their  ports  by  our  bold  fleet  confin'd  ; 

From  whence,  our  red  crofs  they  triumphant  fee* 

Ridingr  without  a  rival  on  the  fea. 


And 
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the  Englifh  lefs  fuccefsful  on  the  continent. 
A   body  of  men    being    fent  into  Flanders, 

■  joined 

And  again, — 

The  fea's  our  own  :   and  now  all  nations  greet, 
With  bending  fails,  each  veffel  of  our  fleet : 
Your  pow'r  extends  as  far  as  winds  can  blow. 
Or  f welling  fails  upon  the  globe  may  go. 

He  has  not  ufed  too  much  poetical  licence. 

Blake,  i  after  this  glorious  atchievernent,  returned  to1 
the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  having  cruifed  there  fome  time,. 
was  coming  home  with  the  fleet  to  England,  when  he 
fell  ill  of  a  fcorbutic  fever,  of  which  he  died  juft  as  he 
was  entring  Plymouth  found.  Cromwell's  parliament, 
upon  the  news  of  his  exploit  at  Santa  Cruz,  had  or- 
dered him  a  jewel  of  five  hundred  pound,  and  now 
upon  his  death  beftowed  on  him  a  folemn  and  fump- 
tuous  funeral,  interring  him  in  Henry  VII. *s  chap-  rx)  Bisf- 
ple  (%).'  This  was  on  the  4th  of  September,  1657,  chett,  p. 
When  his  corps  was  conveyed  from  Greenwich  houfe  39°' 
by  water  in  a  barge  of  /tate,  adorned  with  mourning, 
efcutcheons,  ftandards,  £stei  and  attended  by  divers  of 
his  highnefs's  privy  council,  the  commiflioners  of  the 
admiralty,  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  navy,  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  &<;% 
In  their  pallage  along  the  river  on  the  farther  fide  of 
the  bridge  and  at  the  Tower,  the  great  guns  were  dis- 
charged, as  alfo  on  this  fide  of  the  bridge,  till  they 
came  to  Weflminfier  in  the  New-Palace  Yard,  From 
thence  the  corps  was  by  the  fame  perfons  of  honor 
conducted  to  Henry  Vll.'s  chappie  in  the  Abbey* 
where  it  was  interred  in  a  vault  made  on  purpofe  ; 
and  at  the  interment,  the  regiments  of  horfe  and  foot 
which  attended  gave  many  great  volleys  of  (hot.  The 
whole  was  very  honourably  performed,  according  to 
the  merit  of  that  noble  perfon,  who  had  done  fo  m>a 
ny  eminent  fervices  for  his  country  both  by  fea 

*  la 
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joined  the  French  under  Turenney  who  talk- 
ing (hhh)  Dunkirk,  immediately  put  it  in  the 


(a)Mercu-   c  ]an(j  fay     \  wou]d  not  have  given  this  detail  of  the 
cuT  No! '"   nonors  Pa^  £o  tne  corps  of  this  molt  virtuous,  valiant 
3?o,  p.       and  difinterefted  man,  who,  loved  his  country,  and  was 
j6o6.  And  beloved  and  praifed  by  men  of  all  parties  who  had  any 
Fafti  vol.i.  ^en^e  °f  merit:  I  fay,  I  would  not  have  done  this,  were 
c  205.        it  not  to  mew  how   different  his  treatment  was  now, 
from  what  it  was  after  the  return  of  Charles  II.  when  his 
body  (in  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  exprefs  command)  was 
taken  up  and  buried   in   a  pit  with  others  in  St.  Mar~ 
garet's  church-yard,  September  12,   1661  :    c  In  which 
4  place,  fays  Wood.)  it  now  remairieth,  enjoying  no  other 
Fafti  °ubiS    '  monument,  but  what  is  reared  by   his  valour,  whick 
fupra*.  *  time  itfelf  can  hardly  deface  (b).7     This   bafe  action 

f  1  R  fr'ft'     kifhop  Kennet  being,    as  I   fuppofe,  afhamed   of,  veils 
andChroni-  over,  by  faying  only  4  his  body  was  taken  up  and  bu- 
ck, p.  536.  *■  ried  in  the  church-yard  (c).'     What  authority   a  late 
Fil.  Lond.    ino;enious  writer  had  to  fay  that  Blake's  'remains  were 
(d)  Biogra-   w^tn  great  decency  re-interred  in  St,  Margaret's  church^ 
phia  Britan- yard/  is  hard  to  fay  (d).     He  refers  indeed  to  Kennet  ift 
mca,p,  816.  t^Q  p}ace  above  cited.     His  authority  will  by  no  means, 
we  fee,    bear   him   out. — — Some  of  the  other  bodies 
taken  up,  and  treated    thus  ignominioufly  at  the  fame 
time,  were  admiral  Dean's,  z.  man  of  bravery,  who  loft 
his  life  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  ;  col.  Hump,  Mack- 
worth's  ;  Sir  William  Conjlahk's ;  col.  Bofcawerfs,  a  Cor- 
nifi  gentleman,  of  a  family  diftinguifhed  by  its  conftant 
attachment  to  liberty,  and  flourishing  in  great  reputa- 
tion, by  the  well  known  exploits  of  the  admiral  of  that 
name;  and  many  others  too  long  to  be  here  mentioned. 
Such  was  the  politenefs  and  humanity  introduced  by  the 
reftoration  ! 

(hhh)  Dunkirk  was  immediately  put  in  pojjejjion  of  the 
Protestor.']  France  and  England  had  been  but  on  indif- 
ferent terms.  Bourdeaux  had  arrived  in  London  and  en- 
tered on  a  negotiation  for  peace.  He  met  with  various 
difficulties  and  delays \  and  during  the  treaty,  news  ar- 
rived 
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poffeffion   of  the   protestor. -Such  were 

the 


rived  that  an  embargo  was  laid  on  the  Englijh,  in  the 
ports  of  France.  This  was  by  way  of  reprifal  for  fame 
hoftile  a&s  faid  to  be  done  by  them  on  the  fubjedfo  and 
pofleffions  of  that  crown.  Hereupon  the  treaty  was  at 
a  ftand,  and  Cromwell  refufed  abfolutely  to  conclude  on 
any  thing  till  the  embargo  was  taken  off.  The  French 
were  forced  to  comply,  and  great  was  the  joy  expreff- 
ed  by  them  for  the  peace.  Cardinal  Mazarine,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Bourdeaux,  dated  Paris,  December  8,  1655,  N.  S* 
writes  as  follows.  *  You  will  underftand  by  monfieur 
6  de  Brienne  all  the  rejoicings  that  were  made  here  for 
6  the  peace.     I  will  only  tell  you,  that  amongft  other 

*  figns  of  joy,  the  King  hath  ordered  all  the  guns  to  be 

*  difcharged  generally  in  all  the  frontier  places  of  this 
c  kingdom  ;  a  thing  which  Was  never  done  ;  and  like- 
c  wife  his  Majefty  will  have  me  to  have  the  honor  to 
f  entertain  htm  to   day  to  dinner  in  publick,  and  you 

4  may  believe  we   fhall  not  forget   to  remember  in   a  0)  Thurloe, 
4  foiemn  manner,  the  health  of  the  lord  prote&or  (*).'  v°  ? lf'  p* 
After  this,  in  the  year  1657,  a  league  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive    againrt  Spain,  was    made  between  France  and 
England ;  by  which  the  proteclor  engaged  to  fend  fix 
thoufand  foot  into  Flanders,  on  condition  that  the  French 
fhould    undertake    the  fiege  of  Mardyke,  Gravelin,    or 
Dunkirk,  and  that  if  either  of  the  two  former   places 
were   firft  taken,  it  fhould  be  put  into  his  hands,  to  be 
as  a  hoftage  till  he  fhould  be  made  mafter  of  Dunkirk, (f)  Life  of 
which  he  was  to  keep,  reftoring  the  other  to  France  (f).  lljre.nne» 
Thefe  troops  were    lent  into  Flanders  at  the  joint  ex-  agJ  ' 
pence  of  the  contracting  powers,  but  on  their  landing 
were  taken  into  French  pay,  and  took  place  of  all  the 
regiments  of  Turenne's  army,  fave  the  two  old  regiments  jj;  vo]  ^ 
of  guards  (g),     Mardyke  the  firft  campaign  being  taken,  p.  '287  and 
was  delivered  up  to  the  Englijh,  who  greatly  complain-  346«    And 
ed  of  their  being  ill  ufed   by  the  French,  in  refpedt  0fNote(DDD^ 
provifions.     Cromwell  was  ill  pleafed  that  Dunkirk  had 
not  been  befieged  inftead   of  Mardyke,    and   therefore 

P  d  1  pe- 
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the  adions    of  Crcmweil  abroad  5  * —  aclions 
which  drew  the  eye  of  by-ftanders,   and  pro- 
cured 

peremptorily  infixed  on  its  being  undertaken  early  in  the 
year  1658*  Mazarine  durft  not  refufe.  Turenne  had 
orders  to.inveft  it.  He  obeyed,  and  was  fron  joined  by 
the  Englijh  forces.  Lockhari^  the  Erglijh  ambaiTador, 
had  the  command  in  chief  of  thefe,  under  whom  was 
Morgan*,  ao  officer  of  great'  bravery  and  experience. 
The  Spaniards^  on  hearing  of  the  fiege,  marched  to  raife 
it.  This  produced  a  battle,  in  which  the  victory  fell 
to  the  allied  army,  and  Dunkirk  furrendered  on  condi- 
tions. '  The  next  day  Lewis  XIV.  and  all  his  court  en- 
tered triumphantly  into  the  town,  and  then  delivered  it 
up,  according  to  treaty,  to  the  Englifh^  June  15,  1658, 

O.  S.- -Thus  had   Oliver  his   defire,  of  obtaining  a 

footing  on  the  continent,  at  the  expence  almofr.  wholly 
of  trance.  Lockbart  in  his  letter  to  Tburke^  written 
the  day  before  Dunkirk  was  delivered  into  his  hands, 
has   the   following  expreflions.      c  To-morrow  before  " 

*  five  of  the  clock  at  night,  his  highnefs's  forces  under 
6  my  command,  will  be   pofleiled  of  Dunkirk.'- 1 

*  have  a  great  many  difputes  with  the  cardinal,  about 

*  feveral  things.     I  have  agreed  he  (hall   have   all  ther 

*  cannon  in  the  town,  that  have  the  arrnes  of  France  upon 

*  them ;  but  feme  other  things,  concerning  {hipping  in 
'  the  harbor,  and  the  quartering  the  French  guards,  and 

*  lodging  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  is  yett  in  con- 

*  troverile ;  neverthelefle  I  tnuft  fay,  I  find  him  willing 
s  to  hear  reaibn:  and  though  the  generality  of  court  and 
6  arms  are  even  mad  to  fee  themfelves  part  with  what 
c  they  call  tm  ft  bon  morceau^  or  fo  delicatt  a  bit,  yet  he 
6  Is  ftill  conftant  to  his  promtfes,  and  feems  to  be  as 
6  glad  in  the  generall  (notwithflanding  our  differences  in 

*  little  particulars)  to  give  this  place  to  his  highnefs,  as 
6  I  can  be  to  receive  it.  The  King  is  alfo  exceeding 
6  oblyging  and  civil,  and  hath  more  trew  worth  in  him 

|£)Thas>     «  tjian  J  couicj  foave  imagined  (b).' From  this  letter, 

©7*73.      "■  it  deaionftrably  appears  that  the  following  anecdote  of 
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cured  him  an  extraordinary  renown!—— 
To  thefe  we  mull  add  his  deeds  of  real 
merit,    and    worthy   of   the   higher!:   praife, 


roiz. 


Dr.  Welwood'S)  though    confidently  delivered,  and   fre- 
quently, front  him,    repeated,    is   an   abfoiute    ficlion. 
'   There  was   an  article,   fays  he,  between   France  and 
'  the  protedlor,  that    if  Dunkirk  came   to  be  taken,   it 
mould  immediately  be  delivered    up  to  the  Englijh  \ 
and    his   ambafTador  Lockbart  had  orders  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  it  accordingly.     When  the  French  army  be- 
ing joined   with    the  Englijh    auxiliaries,    was  in  its 
c  march  to  mveft:  the  town,  Cromvjell  fent  one  morning 
4  for  the  French  ambafTador  to  Whitehall,  and  upbraided 
c  him  publicly  for  his   mailer's   defigned  breach  of  pro- 
6  mife  in  giving  fecret  orders  to  the  French  general  to 
keep  poffemon  of  Dunkirk,  in  cafe  it  was  taken,  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  between   them.      The  ambafTador 
proteired    he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  as  indeed 
he  did  not,  and  begged  leave  to  allure  him  that  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  thought  of.     Upon  which  Cromwell 
pulling  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,   Here  (fays  he)  is 
a  copy  of  the  cardinal's  order  :  and  I  defire  you  todif- 
patch   immediately   an  exprefs  to  let  him  know,  that 
I  am  not  to  be  impofed  upon  ;  and  that  if  he   deliver 
not  up  the  keys  of  the  town  of  Dunkirk  to  Lockhari 
within  an   hour  after   it  mail  be   taken,  tell  him  I'll 
come  in  perfon,  and  demand  them  at  the  gates  of  Pa- 
ris.    There  were  but  four  perfons  faid  to  be  privy   to 
the  order,  the  Queen  mother,  the  cardinal,  the  maref- 
chal  de  Turenne,  and  a  fecretary,  whofe  name  it  is  not 
fit  at  this  time  to  mention.     The  cardinal  for  a  long 
time  blamed  the  Queen,  as  if  fhe  might  poffibly  have 
blabbed  it  out  to  fome  of  her  women  :  whereas  it  was 
found  after  the  fecretary 's  death,   that  he  had   kept  a 
fecret  corr-efpondence  with  Cromwell  for  feveral  years  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  not  doubted  but  he  had  fent  him  (r)Mfnioirs> 
the  copy  of  the  order  above-mentioned  (i).?     What  ^^ 
nvention  !  What  falfhood  !  Excellent  is  the  ufc  of  State  Lond/17^ 

D  d  2  Papers, 
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viz.  his  interpolation   in  behalf  of  the  Vau* 
dots    (hi),    when    under   perfecution   from 

their 

Papers,  were  it  only  to  detect   fuch  hafly,  credulous, 

,vl  .     poiitive  writers.— Burnet  tells  us,  '  The  trade  of 

p.  iig.  England  fuffered  more  in  this,  than  in  any  former 
war  [k)  \  and  Pvffendorf^  if  I  remember  right,  fays, 
1500  ihips  were  taken  by  the  Spaniards.  ?Tis  not  im- 
probable. The  commerce  of  England  was  at  a  greater 
height  now  than  formerly.  And  the  Spaniards  by  the 
lofs  they  had  fuilained,  were  incapable  of  making  any 
head,  unlefs  by  privateering,  whereby  indeed  the  mer- 
chants of  England  could  not  but  be  fufferers.  This  al- 
ways will  be  the  cafe  of  a  commercial  nation,  with  fu- 
periour  force,  braving  her  enemies,  and  blocking  up, 
or  deflroying  their  fleets.  However,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
the  merchants,  as  fufferers,  muft  have  leave  to  com- 
plain. 

(in)  His  intcrpnfition  in  behalf  of  the  Vaudois,  &c.~] 
If  proteftantifrn    was  meerly  an  hatred  of  the  pope;  if 
M     it  confified  barely  in  receiving  the  communion  in  both 
molts  of  the  kinds,  or  chanting  Clement  Marot's,  or  our  Sternhold's 
Houfe  of      old  Pfalms,  it  would  juftly   be  liable  to  the  ridicule  and 
Branden-      contempt  with   which  it  has  been  treated,  of  late,  by 
(w^SeeVol-  fome  men  of  genius  (I).     Or  if  indeed   it  tended  to  de- 
taire'sAge of  ftroy  monarchical  power  (#2),  to   fubvert  the  laws,  and 
Lewis  XIV.  throw  all  things   into  confufion,  princes  would  do  well 
t$Qt  '         to  be  on  their  guard  againft  it.- But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, proteftantifm,  as  fuch,  is  merely  a  revival  of  the 
doclrine  of  Jefus  Chrifr,  whereby  the  knowledge  and 
worfhip  of  the  one  true  God  of  the  univerfe  was  efta- 
blifhed,  and  piety  and   virtue,  in  their   full   extent,  re- 
commended,  and   commanded,  under   the  fanclions  of 
rewards  and  punifhments  in  another  world  :  if  this  re- 
ligion   is  fimple,  intelligible,  friendly,  and  benevolent, 
and  void  of  every  thing  to  amufe  or  corrupt,  then  it  is 
worthy  of  efteem.     What  is  the  real  frate  of  the  cafe, 
thofe  only  are  judges  who  are  well  verfed   in    the  writ- 
•  ings  of  the  New  Teftament,  which  the  authors  above 

referred 
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their   fovereign  on  account  of  their  religion. 


and 


referred  to,  I  prefume,  do  not  pretend  to  be.  One 
ftrong  prefumption,  however,  in  favour  of  proteflan- 
tifm  is,  its  being  the  conOant  object  of  the  hatred  of 
thofe  kings  and  priefts  who  de'ight  to  trample  under 
foot,  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  render  all  fubjedfc  to 
their  own  wicked  wills.  A  doctrine  of  liberty  can  ill 
be  di gelled  by  men  fenfible  of  defigns  fubverfive  of  it. 
Hence  have  arifen  the  perfections  of  proteftants,  and 
in  this  light  have  they,  I  think,  generally  been  viewed. 
Almofl:  every  where^  when  in  power,  have  the  ruling 
ecclefiaflics  flirred  up  princes,  to  crufh  and  extirpate  a 
race  of  men  who  conftantly  oppofe  themfelves  to  their 
defigns.  The  Vaudois^  who  long  before  Luther 's  time, 
(perhaps  from  the  htft  ages  of  Chriftianity)  had  enter- 
tained opinions  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  church  of  Ro?net 
and  were  for  the  moft  part  a  plain,  honeft,  well-mean- 
ing kind  of  men,  (that  had  been  cruelly  ufed  for  their 
opinions  only)    c  had   now   a    new    perfecution    raifed 

*  againft  them  by  the  duke  of  Savoy.  So  Cromwell  fent 
'  to  Mazarine  defiring  him  to  put  a  flop  to  that ;  adding 
c  that  he  knew  well  they  had  that  duke  in  their  power, 
c  and   could    reftrain   him  as  they  pleafed  :  and  if  they 

*  did  not,  he  mu(i  prefently  break  with  them.  Maza- 
c  rlne  objected   to  this  as  unreafonable  :  he  promifed   to 

*  do  good  oiHces  ;  but  he  could  not  be  obliged  to  an- 
y  fwer  for  the  effects  they  might  have.  This  did  not 
'  fatisfy  Cromwell:  fo  they  obliged  the  duke  of  Savoy  to 
4  put  a  ftop  to  that  unjuft  fury:  and  Cromwell  raifed  a 
4  great  fum  for   thex  Faudois,  and  fent  over  Mori  and  to 

4  fettle  all   their  concerns,  and  to  fupply   all    their  lof-  (*]  Burnet, 

1  fes   («.).' Mr.   (afterwards   Sir   Samuel)   Md'rland^  lz'0t  ' 

has  written  *  1  he  hiftory  of  the  Evangelical  Churches 
of    the   valleys  of  Picm'mt:'    in  which,    among   other 
things,   is   *   a  mod:  naked  and  punctual  relation  of  the 
late  bloody  maffacre,   1655,  and   a   narrative  of  all  the  {o\  Fob> 
following  transitions  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1658  («).'  L°n£on' 

D  d  3  From  '  5  ' 
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and  the  generous  relief  he  afforded  them  in 

their 

From  authentic  papers  in  this  book,  it  appears  that  the 
proteflants  under  the  protection  of  edicts,  confirmed  the 
preceding  year  by  their  fovereign,  and  guilty  of  no 
crime,  were,  by  an  order,  dated  'January  25,  16555 
obliged  to  quit  houfes  and  eftates,  within  three  days, 
upon  pain  of  death,  in  cafe  they  did  not  make  it  ap- 
pear that  they  were  become  Catholics  within  twenty 
days.  This,  though  in  the  depth  of  winter,  old  and 
young  complied  with.  Soon  after,  a  body  of  troops 
was  fent  into  the  villages  and  diftncts  of  thefe  unhappy 
creatures,  who  plundering  and  fpoiling  every  thing  that 
came  in  their  way,  provoked  the  fufFerers  who  had  no- 
tice of  it  io  much,  that  they  flood  up  in  their  own  de- 
fence, and  put  to  flight  their  perfecutors.  Orders  here- 
upon were  given  to  afford  no  quarter.  In  confequence 
hereof  a  terrible  fcene  was  exhibited.  The  utmofl  cru- 
elties were  exercifeJ  upon  perfons  of  every  age,  lex  and 
condition.  Hanging,  burning,  difmembering,  ravifhing, 
and  every  barbarous  and  cruel  punifhment,  the  mo  ft  dia- 
bolic imagination  could  invent,  was  inflicted  on  them. 
The  Sivijs  Protellant  Cantons,  alarmed  at  thefe  proceed? 
ings,  interpofed  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  in  behalf  of 
thefe  his  much  wronged  subjects.  But  in  vain.  They 
had  little  attention  paid  to  thern,  and  were  out  of  hopes 

of  procuring  any  redrefs.— The  news  however  reach-: 

^ing  Cromwell^  '   He  was  fo  deeply  affected  with  the  poor 

*  people's  calamities /  that  he  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that 
c   it  \c\y  as  near,   or   rather   nearer   his  heart,  than   if  it 

*  had  concerned  his  nearefl  and  deareft  relations  in  the 
$  world.  "Neither  indeed  were  the  effects  of  his  cha- 
'  rity  and  chriflian   companion,  at   all  inferiour  to  thofe 

ijjiQ^p,  552.-  his  zealous,  earned,  and  pathetick  expreffions  (p).1 
He  immediately  ordered  a  collection  through  the  king- 
dom for  a  fupply  of  their  neceilities,  which,  through  the 
innate  generoiity  of  the  Engli/h,  amounted  to  the  fum 
pi  thirty  eight  thoqfand,  ninety  feven  pounds,  feyen  fhil- 


('P)    Mpr- 
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their  cliftrelTes    and   fufferiogs,     This  (with 

very 

lings  and  three-pence  *.  The  protestor  contributed  to- 
wards   this,    out    of    his    own    pocket,    two   thouiand  r  %  j^.' 

pounds  (q).— Our  forefathers,  we  fee,  were  not  who}-  lan3,p.  5S8. 

]y  unacquainted  with  that  fpirit,  which  the  prefent  age, 

with  forne  reafon,  values   itfelf  fo  much  upon.     With 

this  liberality   however   Cromwell  did   not  reft  fatisned. 

He  im mediate] v  writ  to  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Dm- 

mark,  to   the.  States -Genera],  and   the   Proteiiant  Swifs 

Cantons,   requeuing  them    to    irk  their  in£erpofition  In 

behalf  of  their   persecuted    brethren,  and  declaring  that 

if  it  ihould  prove  ineffectual,  that  he  was  ready  to  ad- 

vife  with  them  about  fucb  means  as  might  be  moil  con-  ^  j^  p> 

ducing  to  their  redrefs  and  relief  (/■■.     And  that  be  might  554.  s6z» 

in  the  moft  powerful  manner  elfe<5l  it,  he  gave  orders 

to  Mr.   Moriand?  May  23,    '655,  to  prepare  himfelf, 

'  in  order  to  carry  a  roeflage  from   his  higbnefs  to  the 

*  duke  of  StiVofa  to  intreat  him  to  recal  that  mercilefs 
c  edict,  and  to  reftore  the  r-smrcm'c  of  his  poor  diftreiled 
'  fubjects  to  their  antient  liberties  and   habitations  ;  as 

*  Jlkewife  in  his  way    to  deliver  a  letter  from  his  high* 

*  neis  to  the  king  of  France?  to  follicit  his   Majefiy   to 

*  employ  his  power  and  inter eii   with  the  duke  for  the 

*  Un\z  purpose. '  The  orders  were  foon  obeyed.  The 
letter  to  th^  French  King  was  delivered,  who  returned 
an  anfv/er  very  refpeciful ;  containing  a(Turance\  of  his 
having  already  mediated  in  behalf  of  the  proteliants  in 
Piedmont}  and  that  he  would  ftil]  continue  fo  to  do. 
To  this  was  added,  that  he  had  grounds  to  hope,  that 
his  mediation  would  not  be  unprofitable.  Moricmd  ihzn 
proceeded  on   to  l'urin9  where,  after  being  nobly  enter  - 

*  Cromwell's  adverfarles,  who  fluck  at  .nothing  to  blacken  him,  had 
the  boldnefs  to  a/firm,  'That  nioft  of  the  money,  which  was  coik£fced 
'  for  this-  purppfe,  was  returned,  and;  applied  to  the  levying  <  f  a  body  of  7  **e,ter 

*  Swifs,  to  be  brought  over  to  contrcul  the  army,  and   reduce  the  peo-  'roin  a  fnMS 
?  pie  to  an  implicit  obedience  to  bis  government  •^.*     This  is  a  ridicu-  a»««wniJ 
lous  tale,    and  abundantly  confuted    by   Mqrland's  accounts,    ia  Member  of 
the   •               ".of  the  charity  appears  to  have  been  honcftly  and  exa£t!y  "arJ  ;in',taf 
made,                                                                                                    P» :  ©• 

D  d  4  ta'ned, 
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very  many  other  inftances  which  might   be 

Hie  re- 


tained, he  had  audience  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  in  the 
prefence  of  Madame  Royale,  his  mother.  Here,  in  a 
very  eloquent  and  pathetic  fpeech,  he  lamented  the  un- 
heard of  cruelties  inHicled  on  the  duke's  proteftant  fub- 
jecls?  and  faid  every  thing  to  move  him  to  compaffiom 
After  this  the  protector's  letter  was  delivered  on  the  fame 
fubjecT:.  Madame  Royale  *  hereupon  told  the  Englijh  en- 
voy, 4  That  as  on  the  one  fide  fhe  could  not  but  ex- 

*  trearnly  applaud  the  finguJar  goodnefs  and  charity  of 
c  his  highnefs  the  lord  proteclor  towards  their  fubjec'ts, 
c  whofe  condition   had    been  reprefented   to  him  fo  ex- 

*  ceeding  fad  and  lamentable,  as   fhe  perceived  by  that 

*  difcourfe  of  his  ;  fo  on  the  other  fide  fhe  could  not  but 

*  extrearnly  admire,  that  the  malice  of  men  fhould  ever 
'  proceed  fo  far,  as  to  cloath  fuch  fatherlike  and  tender 

*  chaififements  of  their  moft  rebellious  and  infolent  fub- 
c  jecls,  with  fo  black  and  ugly  a  character,  to  render 
f  them  thereby  odious  to  ail  neighbouring  princes  and 

*  (rates,  with  whom  they   fo  much    defired   to  keep   a 

*  good  undemanding  and  friendfhip,  efpecially  with  fo 

*  great  and  powerful  a  prince  as  his  highnefs  the  Lord 

*  Protector ;  and  withall,  fhe  dtd   not  doubt,  but  that 

*  when    he  fhould   be  particularly  and  clearly  informed 
4  of  the  truth  of  all  pafTages,  he  would   be  fo  fully  fa- 

*  tisiied  with  the  duke's  proceedings,  that  he  would  not 
4  give  the  leaf!  countenance  to  thofe  his  difobedient  fub- 

*  jecls.      But    however,    for    his   highnefs's   fake,   they 

*  would  not  only  freely  pardon  their  rebellious  fubjecls 
&  for  thofe  fo  heinous  crimes   which  they  had  commit- 

*  ted,  but  alfo  would  accord  to  them   fuch  priviledges 
c  and  graces,  as  could   not  but  give  the  Lord  Protector 

MMorlaifl  *  a   fu^cient  evidence   how  great  a   refpecl:  they  bare 

p  575.        *  both  to   his  perfon  and   mediation  (s).' In  confe- 

quence  of  the  Protector's   application   to  the  proteftant 
princes  and  flares,  a   general  difpofition  appeared  to  fa- 

*  The  duke  was  young,  and  under  the  tuition  of  his  mother 

vour 
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mentioned   of  his  concern  for  the  proteftant 

intereft, 

vour  the  Vaudois.  And  very  probable  'tis,  the  court  of 
Turin  would  have  been  obliged  not  only  to  have  given 
them  a  pardon,  but  proper  fecurity  for  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religion  and  liberties.  Unhappily,  they  were  too 
hafty  in  procuring  themfelves  a  little  eafe.  For  while 
the  Dutch  ambaifador  was  on  his  journey  in  their  be- 
half,  and  Oliver  had  fent  two  perfons  to  join  with  Mar- 
land  in  negotiating  a  peace,  a  treaty  was  concluded  by 
means  of  the  French  ambafiador  Servient,  and  the  am- 
baffadors  of  the  Swifs  Proteftant  Cantons ;  a  treaty  fpe- 

ciou?>  in  appearance>  but  productive  of  many  woes. < 

Cromwell^  however,  ceafed  not  to  take  care  of  the  in- 
tereft of  thofe  poor  people.  For  underftanding  that 
they  were  ftill  opprefted  in  many  inftances,  ,though  a 
flop  was  put  to  the  maftacres  and  other  notorious  acts 
of  violence,  he  fent  a  letter  to  Lockhart,  his  ambafiador 
at  the  court  of  France,  dated  May  26,  1658,  in  which 
be    dtfires  him,   *  To  redouble   his   inftances   with  the 

*  French  King,  in  fuch  pathetick  and  affectionate  ex- 
c  pre/lions,  as  may  be  in   fome   meafure  fuitable  to  the 

*  greatnefs  of  their  prefent  fufferings  and  grievances, 
4  which  (the  truth  is,  fays  he)  are  almoft  inexpreftible/ 

. In  this  letter  is  contained  a  lift  of  their  grievances, 

whereof  Lockhart  is  ordered  to  make  his  Majefty  tho- 
roughly fenfiDle,  and  to  perfwade   him    to  give   fpeedy 

and  effectual   orders  to   his  ambaffador,  who  refides  in  (')MorIan<J, 
the  duke's  court,  to  act  vigoroufly  in  their  behalf  (/). —  feq.97' 
This  detail,  plainly  mews   the    little  exaclnefs  there  is 

in  the  above-cited  paffage  from  Burnet. 'Tis  not  im- 

pofiible  however,  if  Cromwell  had  lived  a  little  longer, 
he  would  have  fully  carried  his  point  with  regard  to 
thefe  men  ;  his  connections  and  influence  in  France  be- 
ing about  this  time  at' their  height.- 1  will  add  one  re- 
lation more  on  this  fubject  from  Clarendon,  a  relation 
honourable  indeed  to  Cromwell,  though  1  am  afraid  not 
much  to  be  depended  on ;  as  no  traces,  except  of  the 

tumult,  are  to   be  found  in  Lockbart's  letters. c  In 

4  the 


intereft*  and  the  protection  he  always  grant- 


*  the  city  of '  Ntfmes,  which  is  one   of  the  fa ireft  in  the 

*  province  of  Langncdocy    and  where  thofe   of  the  re- 

*  ligion  do  moil   abound,  there  was   a   great  faction  at 

*  thzt  feafon  when  the  confab  (who  are  the  chief  ma- 

*  giftrates)  w/e?e  to  be  chofen.     Thofe  of  the  reformed 

*  religion  had  the  confidence  to  fet  »p  one  of  them- 

*  felves  for  that  magistracy  ^  which  they  of  the  Reman 

*  religion  refolved  to  oppofe  with  all  their  power*     The 

*  diflention  between  them  made  ih  mwth  noife,  that  the 


4  intendant  of  ths  province,  who  is  the  .Ibprearo  mini- 

&  iter  in  all  civil  affairs  throughout  the  whole  province^ 
4  went  thither  to  prevent  any  diforder  that  might  hab- 

*  pen.     When  the  iay  of  ejection  came*  thofe  of  the" 

*  religion  pofUf&d  themferves  with  many  armed  men  of 

*  the  Town- hoy  fe,  where  the  election  w@s  to  he  made; 

*  The  masi&rates  fent  to  know  what  itlseir  meaning: 
g  was j  to  which  they  anfwered,  *  They  were  thereto 
s  give  their  voices  for  the  choice  of  tee  new  confuis* 
&  and  to  he  fore  that  the  election  was  fairly  made;" 
4  The  bifiso-p  of  the  city,  she  iniendant  of  the  province 9 

3  with  all   the   officers  of  the  church,  and  the  prefent 

*  magiftrates  of  the  town,  went  together  sis  their  robes 
a  to  he   prefent  at  the  ej'eclipn,  without  %ny  fufpicioft 

..  i  that  there  woald  he  any  force  afed.     When  they  cazne 

*  near  the  gate  of  the  ■  Town-hoiife,  which   was   Ihu^ 

*  and  they  fuppofed  wo  Did  he  opened  when  they  came» 

*  they  within  poured  out  a  volley  of  muiket-fhot  upon 
&  them,  fey  which  the  dean  of  the  church,  and  two  or 

4  three  of  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  were  killed  upon 
*■•  the  places  and  very  many  others  wounded  9  whereof 

*  <forne   died  fhortly  zktr.     In  this  eonfnfiosi,  the  ma- 

*  giit-rate^  put  themfelves  into  as  good  a  poiWe  to  de- 

*  lend  themfelves  as  .they  could,  without  any  ptsrpofe  of 
K  offending  the  others,  till   thsy  Dhonfd  be  better  pro- 

*  vided  ;  in  order  to  which  tbey  fent  an  exprefs  to  the 
6  court  with  a  plain  relation  of  the  whole  matter  of 
P  fad  t  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  no   manner  of 

j  *  com- 
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td  it)  yielded  juft  matter   of  praife    to   his 

ad- v 


*  combination  with  thofe  of  the  religion  in  other  places 

*  of    the    province,     but   that  it    was  an   infolence  in. 

*  thofe  of  the  place,  upon  the  preemption  of  their  great 
c  numbers,  which  were   little  inferiour  to  thofe  of  the 

*  catholics."     The  court  was  glad  of  the  occafion,  and 

*  refoived  that  this  provocation,  in  which  other  places 

*  were  not   involved,  and    which  nobody  could  excufe, 

*  mould  warrant  all  kinds  of  feverity  in  that  city,  even 
c  to  the  pulling  down  their  temples,  and  expelling  ma- 
«  ny  of  them  for  ever  out  of  the  city  ;  which,  with  the 
4  execution  and  forfeiture  of  many  of  the  principal  per- 

*  fonSj,  would  be  a  general   mortification  to  all  of  the 

*  religion  in  France,  with  whom  they  were  heartily 
c  offended  ;  and  a  part  of  the   army  was  forthwith  or- 

*  dered  to  march  towards  Niftnes,  to  fee  this  executed 
'  with  the  utmoft  rigour.     Thofe  of  the  religion  in  the 

*  town,  were  quickly  fenfible  into  what  condition  they 

*  had  brought  themfelves ;  and  fent  with  all  poffible  fub- 
<  million,  to  the  magiftrates  to  excufe  themfelves,  and 
4  to  impute  what  had  been  done  to  the  raihnefs  of  par- 
£  ticular  men,  who  had  no  order  for  what  they  did. 

*  The  magiftrates  anfwered,  that  they  were  glad  they 

*  were  fenfible  of  their  mifcarriage;  but  that  they 
could  lay  nothing  upon  the  fubjee~t,  till  the  King's 
pleafure  (hould  be  known  j  to  whom  they  had  fent  a 

c  full  relation  of  all  that  had  paffed.  The  others  very 
well  knew  what  the  King's  pleafure  would  be,  and 
forthwith   fent  an  exprefs,  one  Moulins,  who  had  liv- 

*  ed  many  years  in  that  place,  and  in  Montpelur,  to 
Cromwell,  to  defire   his  protection    and   interpofition. 

4  The  exprefs  made  fo  much  hafte,  and  found  fo  good 

*  a  reception  the  firft  hour  he  came,  that  Cromwelly 
4  after  he  had  received  the  whole  account,  bad  him  re- 
c  frefh  himfelf  after  fo  long  a  journey,  and  he  would 
1  take  fuch  care  of  his  bufinefs,  that  by  the  time  he 
c  came  to  Paris  he  (hould  find  it  difpatchcd;   and  that 

*  flight,  fent  away  another  meiTenger  to  his  embafTador 

<  Lock- 
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admirers  (kkk),  and  has  accordingly  been 

cele- 


*  Lockhavt  ;  who,  by  the  time    Moulins    came  thither, 

*  had  fo  far  prevailed  with  the  cardinal,  that  orders  were 

*  fent  to  Hop  the  troops,  which  were  upon  their  march 
4  to  Nifmes  ;  and,  within  few  days  after,  Moulins  re- 
4  turned  with  a  full  pardon,  and  amnefty  from  the 
c  King,  under  the   great    feal    of  France^  fo    fully  con- 

*  firmed  with  all  circumftances,  that   there  was  never 

*  farther  mention  made  of  it,  but  all  things  pafled  as  if 
'  there  had  never  been  any  fuch  thing.     So  that  no  body 

tu)  Vol.  vi.  i  can  wonder,  that  his  memory  remains  ftill    in  thofe 
j>.  651.        4  parts,  and  with  thofe  people,  in  great  veneration  (a).' 

1 -.  I  will  not  vouch,  as  I  hinted  above,  for  the  truth 

of  this  relation.  'Tis  certain  the  behaviour  of  the  pro- 
tectants is  mifreprefented,  as  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing paiTage   of  Lcckbarfs    to  Thurloe,  dated  Paris, 

January  12,  1658,  N.   S —i  Wee   were   yefterday 

4  alarmed  with  ill   news  from  Nifmes,  one  of  the   moft 

*  confiderable  cities  of  the  protectants.  It  was  reported, 
'  that  they  and  the  Rowan  Catholicks  had  been  by  the 
4  ears,  and  that  much  blood  had  been  {bed.  Their  cou- 
'■  rier  arrived  this  morning,  and  informs,  there  hath 
4  been  fome  difpute  upon  the  account,  that  the  gover- 
4  nor,  by  the  inftigation  of  their  bifhops,  would  have 
4  deprived  the  citizens  of  their  priviledge   of  choofmg 

*  their  magiftrates  :  the  Catholicks,  as  well  as  the  Pro- 
4  teftants  oppofed  the  governor,  who  had  armed  the 
4  garrifon  againft  this  town.     There  is  not  above   half 

(ar)Th«r-  <  ^  fcore  killed  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  chief  of  the 
4  proteftants  faved  the  bifhops  and  governor's  life  (at).' 
How  different  this  from  Clarendon  /  'Tis  ftrange  he 
never  could  adhere  to  truth  in  his  narratives ! 

(kkk)  This  yielded  juji  matter  of  praife  to  his  admir- 
ers, ckc]  Let  us  hear  Mr.  Morland,  a  gentleman,  a 
jcholar,  and  a  clofe  obferver  of  the  actions  of  the  pro- 
tector. In  his  dedication  of  the  book,  fo  much  made 
ufe  of  in  the  preceding  note,  addrefiing  himfelf-  to 
Oliver^  he  fpeaks  as  follows,     k  It  is  an  obfervation  of 

'  that 


P,  7*7- 
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celebrated  by  them. Let  us  now  take  a 

view 


*  that  excellent  prince,  the  duke  of  Rohan,  that  the  in- 
c  tereft  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  England  is,  by  all 
means  to  become  head  of  the  reformed  party  through- 
out Europe ;  a(;d  it  is  your  highnefs's  glory  and 
crown,  that  you  have  formed  all  your  counfels  in 
order  thereunto,  and  laying  afide  all  other  reafons  of 
ftate,  have  adhered  only  to  this,  that  your  own  in* 
tereft  may  appear  one  and  the  fame  with  the  univerfal 
intereft  of  the  evangelical  churches  in  their  refpeclive 
nations.  The  piety  of  which  refoiution  the  Lord  him- 
feif  hath  born  witnefs  to,  by  a  continued  feries  of 
wonderful  providences  and  heavenly  benedictions  that 
have  always  accompanied  you  in  your  moft  honour- 
able and  heroic  enterprizes ;  whereas  thofe  other  prin- 
ces that  went  before  you,  who  had  little  regard  in 
the  adminiftration  of  their  government,  either  to  the 
honeft  maxims  of  human  policy,  or  to  the  wholefome 
rules  of  the  holy  Scriptures  (which  they  ought  to 
have  bound  about  their  necks,  and  to  have  graven  on 
the  tables  of  their  hearts)  but  miferably  fpent  the 
beft  of  their  powerful  interefts,  and  precious  talents, 
in  perfecuting  tender  confciences  in  their  own  do- 
minions, and  moft  treacheroufly  betraying  the  pro- 
teftant  caufe  in  Germany,  France,  and  other  countries, 
did  at  laft,  to  their  great  aftonifhment,  even  in  the 
height  of  thofe  their  oppreffions,  and  in  the  midft 
of  all  their  jollities,  behold  with  their  eyes  a  Mene 
Tekel  upon  the  walls  of  their  palaces  and  banquet- 
ing houfes,  and  of  late  years  in  all  tfie  branches  of 
their  families  have  tafted  the  bitter  fruits  of  their  own 
unrighteous  doings.  This  is  a  doom  which  was  long 
fince  pronounced  againft  them  by  the  moft  pious  pal- 
tors  and  profeiTors  of  foreign  churches,  who  oft-times 
heretofore  have  been  heard  to  fay,  That  God  would 
one  day  render  a  recompence  to  that  Houfe  for  all 
their  perfidious  dealings  towards  his  poor  fervants,  and 
now  many  of  thofe  godly  men,  who  have  lived  to 

«  fee 
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view  of   Cromwell's    government  at  home* 

in 


'  fee  the  execution  of  thofe  his    righteous  judgments, 

*  confidering  on  the  other  fide  the  v/onderfu'l  paftages  of 

*  divine  providence    leading    the  way  to  the'*extirpation 

*  of  that  family,  and  to  the  placing  of  your  highnefs  in 
6  the  princely  dignity,  have  of  late  frequently  declar- 
4  ed  (as  I  rnyfelf  have  been  divers  times  an  ear  witnefs) 
'  with  tears  of  joy  in  their  eyes,  that  they  looked  on 
e  you  as  a  man  mlraculoujly  raijed  up  by  God^  and  en- 
dowed with  an  extraordinary  fpirit  of  wiiclom  and 
c  courage,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  aiSicled  ones  againft 

*  the  mighty,  that  they  may-  no  more  opprtfs.  Who 
€  is  there  fo  ignorant  in  thsfe  our  days  who  knows  not, 
6  that  ail  the  peace,  tranquillity,  and  priviledges,  which 
'  thofe  of  the  reformed  religion  enjoy  at  prefent  in  any 

*  part  of  the  European  world,  does  fome  way  or  other 
6  own  your  patronage    and    protection  ?     And    who  is 

*  there  likewife  that  knows  not  that  when  firft  you 
c  were  called  forth  in  the  view  of  the  world,  and  fin- 
c  gled  out  as  a  chofen    inftrument   to   go  forth  to  help 

*  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty,  and  to  fight  his  battles 

*  againft  the  great  perfecutors,  the  eftate  and  condition 

*  of  the  church  militant  was  but  at  a  very  low  ^bb  ? 
6  The  mighty  floods  of  popery  arid  atheifm  were  broken 

*  in  upon    the    ides   of  Great  Britain   and  Ireland,  and 

*  the  poor  proteftants  in  all  other  parts  were  even  fink- 
'  ing  down  under  the  heavy  burthens  laid  upon  their 
€  fhoulders  by  thofe  cruel  talk- mailers  of  the  church  of 

*  Rome ;  yea,  the  plowers  were  almoft  every  where 
c  plowing  and    making  long  fujrows  upon  the  backs  of 

*  the  faithful  ones  in  all  the  quarters  and  corners  of  their 

*  habitations  !     It  was  a  time  when  the  enemies  of  the 

*  Lord  took  crafty  counfei  together  againft  his  people, 
c  and  were  confederate  againft  his  hidden  ones  (the  ta- 

*  bernacles   of  Edom  and  the  IJbmaelites  I  Jma'.eck  and 

*  the  Philijlines,  with  them  that  dwell  at  Tyre  f  )  they 
'  faid  one  to  another,  Come  and    let   us   cut  them  off 

*  from  being  a  people,  that  fo  their  name  may  be  had 

,  6  no 
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€  no  more  in  remembrance.     And  the  truth  is,  they 
4  had  undoubtedly  compared  their  hellifh  defigns,   had 
€  not  the  fliepherd  of  Ifrttel  awoke    as  a  man    out  of 
c  (teep,  and   found  out  a  man  (I  mean  your  highnefs)  (f)tk&4* 
e  to   ftand   m  the  gap,  girding  you   with  ftreneth  unto  t!on  t0  hifi 
6  the  battle,  and  putting  his  own  fword'  into  your  hand,  theCNrcfi- 
c  to  foiite  thofe  his  enemies   in  the  hinder  partss  aadesofPie- 
*  put  them  to  a  perpetual  reproach  (_y)/  fon^  P°  s* 

This  application  of  antient  names  of 'Gentile  {%)  and  nSd^uta!^ 
idolatrous  nations,  to   the  Kotnlft)  church,  and  the  opi-  rS.  judso- 
nioa  fo  publicly  avowed  of  Cromwell's   being  raifed  up  nm}  Reftan- 
by  providence  to  defend    God^s  true  church,  and  con-  '7q/  g7®f* 
found  its  enemies:  thefe  things,  I  fay,  render  probable  Lond.  17x7* 
the  conje&ure  of  a   very   learned  and  judicious  friend,  ^nd  Dr° 
that   MiMon  intended   fome  lines   in  his  Samfon  Agent-  tke  prophe~ 
Jits,  IhouM  fee  applied  to  Cromwell  and   his  followers,  cies,  vol.  llu 
and  the  national  defertion  of  his  eaufe, '  his  family,  and  P*  3?S'  sj°» 
his  friends.     Such  are  the  following,  though  mixt  with 
%  circumfiaace  or  two  peculiar  to  the  Hillary  of  Samfsn* 

Chorus. 

In  fecking  juft  -accafion  to  provoke 

The  Pbili/iine^  thy  country's  enemy, 

Thou  never  wafl;  remifs,  I  bear  thee  witnefs : 

Yet  Ifrael  ftili  ferves  with  all  his  fons. 

Samson. 
That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  IfraeFs  governors,  and  heads  of  tribes, 
Who  feeing  thofe  great  a£ts,  which  God  had  done 
Singly  by  me  againft  their  conquerors, 
Acknowledged  not,  or  not  at  all  confider'd 
Deliverance  offerd  :  I  on  th*  other  fide 
Us'd  no  ambition  to  commend  my  deeds, 
The  deeds  themfelves,  though  mute,  fpoke  Joud  the  W  Samfon 
doer,  »,.  (,).  ?,%£"' 

*********  *• 
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able.     His  court   was  more  free  from  vice* 

than 


Had  Judab  that  clay  join'd,  or  one  whole  tribe9 
They  had  by  this  pofiefs'd  the  tow'rs  of  Gatb> 
And  lorded  over  them  whom  now  they  ferve; 
But  what  more  oft  in  nations  grown  corrupt 
And  by  their  vices  brought  to  fervitude, 
Than  to  love  bondage  more  than  liberty, 
Bondage  with  eafe,  than  ftrenuous  liberty ; 
And  to  defpife,  or  envy,  or  fufpecr. 
Whom  God  hath  of  his  fpecial  favor  rais'd 
As  their  deliverer}  if  he  ought  begin, 
(S)  Samfon        jjow  frequent  to  defert  him,  and  at  laft 

.Agonmes,  *  ,  ,  .     ,  .     .    .  - 

^.265.  To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthielt  deeds  [bj  r 

■5fc**~*     ****** 

But  I  a  private  perfon,  whom  my  country 

As  a  league-breaker  gave  up  bound,  prefum'd 

Single  rebellion  and  did  hoftile  acls. 

I  was  no  private  but  a  perfon  rais'd 

With  flrenath  fufficient  and  command  from  heaven 

To  free  my  country  ;  if  their  fervile  minds 

Me  their  deliverer  fent  would  not  receive, 

But  to  their  makers  gave  me  up  for  nought, 

Th'   unworthier    they;    whence   to   this   day   they 

£*T*  ferve>  &'  W 

To  return. We   find   another  of  his  panegyrics 

fpeaking  of  him  in  yet  loftier  terms,  in  the  following 
paiTages.     *  He  is  not  only  a  refuge  for  good  men,  and 

*  the  very  fancluary  of  religion,  not  its  fortrefTe  only 
'  and    fure  cattle  of  defence ;    but   he   hath  his  troops 

*  Hying  to  difarm  tyrants  and  opprefTors  ;  his  forces  are 

*  ready  to  march  out  againft  the  florins  and  tern  perls  of 
6  any  menacing  enemy.  You  may  fee  him  like  a  cham- 
6  pion  with  a  great  fpirit  and  gauntlet,  (talking  forward 

*  like  a  giant  with  lightning  in  his  eyes,  and  an  all- 
c  conquering  look,  ftretching  forth  a  brawney  arme  as 

*  if  he  meant  to  cut  off  a  hundred  thoufand  heads  at  a 
5  blow :  you  may  fee  him  dealing  with  wild  beafts  and 

6  fer- 
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than  the  generality  of  courts   are    fuppofed 
to  be,  nor  did  he  care  to  countenance  (lll) 

and 

s  ferpents,  and  how  he  clears  the  coafl  amid/l  a  compa- 
c  ny  of  devils;  how  he  makes  a  lane  through  them, 

*  and  opens  a  paflage  for  God's  people  through  all  ha- 

*  zards  and  difficulties,  amidft  all  the   gloomy  powers 
c  and  principalities  of  darknelTe.     You  may  fee  angels 

*  heading  his  weapons,  and  his  lances  fent  him   from  ,z  ^ 

t.    u  l-  11  1  u     r       •        li     («)  The  un* 

*  heaven  :  his  graces  are  all  zealous  to  be  ierviceable  paralleled 
c  in  the  advancement  and  guardianfhip  of  the  true  -pro-  Monarch, 

<  tefiant  intereft  (d),*     In  fuch  {trains  were  thefe  gene-  P-H-izmo. 

n-  r     1  e  •     -  i_ -  •  f  t-l      r  i     Lond.  1659. 

rous  actions  fpoken  or  in  his  own  times ! .1  he  fol- 
lowing wifh  of  a  very  modern  writer  will  be  deemed 
perhaps  equally  as  honourable  to  the  memory  of  Crom- 
well. It  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  Burnet  juft  after  the 
revolution.  6  Oh  !  fays  he,  that  I  might  fee  the  day, 
€  when  our  deliverer  [William  III.]  fh all  become,  what 

*  a  bold  ufurper  nobly  figured  to  himfelf  in  the  middle 
c  of  this  century,  the  foul  and  conductor  of  the  pro- 

*  tefiant  caufe  through  all  Europe  !  and,  that   as  Rome 

1  hath   hitherto   been  the  centre  of  flavifh  impofitions  (0  Moral 
'  and  anrichriftian  politicks,  the  court  of  England  may  J£d  1>olitiCal 
1  henceforth  be  the  conflant  refuge  and  afylum  of  faint-  p.  a«/ $6. 

*  ing  liberty  and  religion  (*).*  Lond.  1759,. 
(lll)   His  court  was  mire  free  from  vice,  &c  ]  How* 

ever  it  happens,  men   are  generally   prejudiced  againft 
the    morals    and    integrity   of   courts.     Perhaps,    it    is 
through  ignorance,    cr,  perhaps,  through  prejudice,  or 
fome  other  caufe  equally  as  unreafonable.      But  be  this 
as  it  may,  'tis  certain  divines  and   poets,  hiftorians  and 
moraliits,  caution  their  readers   againft  the  danger  of 
fuch  places,  and   exhort  them  to  fly  fwiftly  from   their 
infection.     And  fome  there  have   been,  long  verfed   in' 
them,  who  have  declared   them  incompatible  with  vir-  whifton's 
tue(/).     Quotations  to  fupport   thefe  adertions  would  Life,  p.  3  4, 
be  needlefs      Allowances,  however,  ought  to  be  made  8vo-  Lond' 
for  the  language  of  declamation,  refentment,  difappoint-   ' 7'** 
ment,    and   the  heightnings   of   poetical  compoiitions. 

iC  e  Though, 
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and  encourage  any  of  profligate  manners 


Though,  after  all,  it  were  well  if  there  was  not  ground, 
fully  iufticient,  to  complain.—  - — In  this  refpecl,  how- 
ever, as  well  as  many  others,  the  court  of  the  pro- 
tector was  diftinguifhed.  Ail  here  had  an  air  of  fo- 
briety  and  decency  ;  nothing  of  riot  or  debauch  was 
feen  or  heard  of.  GromiueU's  own  manners  were  grave, 
and  fuch  were  the  manners  of  thofe  around  him,  though 
feafoned,  on  occafion,  with  pomp,  fiate  and  pleafantry. 

*  What  palace,'  fays  a  contemporary  writer,  '  was  ever 
'  lefs  adulterated  than  his  f  Nay,  in  that  very  place, 
£  where  pimps  and   panders   were  ufed  to  traffique,  and 

*  fport  in  the  bafe  revellings  of  luft,  there  is  now  fitting 
c  a  religious  covent  of  our  bed  and  moil  orthodox  di- 
€  vines  ;  and  whereas  formerly  it  was  very  difficult  to 
«  live  at  court  without  a  prejudice  to  religion,  it  is  now 

'  *  impoffible  to  be  a  courtierwithout  it.    Whofoever  looks 

*  now  to  get  preferment  at  court,  religion  mud  be 
6  brought  with  him  inftead  of  money  for  a  place  :  here 
6  are  none  of  thofe  ufual  throngs  of  vicious  and  de- 
c  bauchtfwafh  bucklers,  none  of  thofe  fervile  and  tayl- 

5  fliaking  fpaniels,  none  of  thofe  moe- hair,  linfie- wool- 
lg)  Unpa-  c  fy,  nits  and  lice  gentlemen,  no  fuch  changeable  ca- 
raiieied  Mo- «  melions  {^),'-» — — Let  us  add  hereunto  the  teflimony 

,p°7°*of  an  adverfafy.     '  His  own  court,  fays  he,  was  regu- 

6  lated  according  to  a  fevere  difcipline  j  here  no  drunk- 
(h)  Bates  ' ard,nor  whore- 111  after,  nor  any  guilty  of  bribery, 
p.  ipi.        $  was  to   be    found/  without   fevere    punifhment  (b).9 

But  that    we  may   not   reft  wholly  on  words,  we  will 

produce  Ibme  facts  which   will  fully  evince   the  truth  of 

'the  text.     The  two  following  pafTages    are  related  by 

Wbitlock.- — — s  Being  now  in  Londcn,  and   hearing  of 

*  the  Queen  of  Sweden's  intention  to  come  into  £?ig- 
6  land,    I  made   it  known  to  the    protector  ;    but  he 

*  would  not  give  her  any  encouragement ;  he   put  it 

*  all  upon  the, ill  example  , {he  would  give  here  by  her 
8  courfe  of  life,  and  would  not  be  fatisned  by  me  to 
€  the  contrary.—— rGraef  Hannibal  SeJibeGd,  a  lord  of 

4  Den- 
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He  filled  the  benches  with  able   and  honeft 

judges, 

€  Denmark^  who  had  married  the  king's  half  filler  there., 
e  and.  been   vice-roy   of  Norivay,  but    afterwards  grew 

*  out  of  favour  wtth  his  king,  came  into  England  to  fee 
the  protector,  and  made  his  applications  to  me,  whom 

4  he  had  been  acquainted  with  in  Germany.  I  brought 
him  to  the  protector,  and  he  ufed  hira  with  all  cour- 
te(y  ;  he  dined   with  him  feveral  times,  and  the  pro- 

c  teclor  was  much   taken  with    his  company  ;  he  being 

*  a   very  ingenious   man,  (pake   many  languages,  and 

*  -Englijh  perfectly  well,  and  had  been  employed  in  fe- 
c  veral  great  charges  and  ambaffies,  but  he  was   a  very 

*  debauched  perfon ;  which,  when  the  protector   knew, 

*  he  would  not  admit  him  any  more  into  his  converfo- 

c  tion ;  and,  not  long  after,  he  departed    out  of  Eng-^l    ±emofl* 
'  land  (/').'  6^7/ 

Bilhop  Burnet  informs  us,  that  the  earl  of  Orrery 
told  him,  '  That  coming  one  day  to  Cromwell 9  during 
6  the  debates  about  his  accepting  the  title  of  king,  and 
c  telling  him  he  had  been  in  the  city  all  that  day,  Grom- 

*  well  afked  him  what  news  he  had  heard  there  :  the 
c  other  anfwered,  that  he  was  told  he  was  in  treaty 
'  with  the  King,  who  was  to  be  reftored,  and  to  marry 

*  his  daughter.  Cromwell  expreffing  no  indignation  at 
€  this,  lord  Orrery  faid,  in  the  ftate  to  wriich  things 
6  were  brought,  he  faw  not  a  better  expel  lent :  they 
c  might  bring  him  in  on  what  terms  they  pleafed :  and 
c  Cromwell  might  retain  the  fame  authority  he  then  had 
'  'with  lefs  trouble.  Cromwell  anfwered,  the*$Gng  c«|n, 
6  never  forgive  his  father's  blood.  Orrery  faid,  he  wis 
'  one  of  many  concerned  in  that,  but  he  would  be  alone 
'  in  the  merit  of  reftoring  him.     Cromwell  replied,  he 

*  was  fo  damnably    debauched   he   would  undo  us  all ; 

c  and  fo  turned  to  another  difcourfe  without  any  emo-  ,,>  „ 

r     •       tj\  ■>  x     1      n/r       s*  >t    •  ,        J         .      (')  Burnet* 

c  tion  (£). Lady  jyiar$  Cromwell^  in  a  letter  writ- v 

ten  to    her   bi other    Henry  Qromwill9  'June  23,   16-6,  ■ 

fays,  that  the  reafon    of  her  father's  not  embracing  of 

the  terms  offered  by  the  earl  of  Warwick^  in  coidlJe- 

Ec  2  ral 
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judges,  and  caufed    (mmm)  juftice,  for  tlis 
mod  part,  to  be  equally  and  impartially  ad- 

miniftred. 

ration  of  the  marriage   propofed  between   his  grandfon 
Mr.  Rich,  and  their  lifter  Frances,  for  fome  time,  c  was 

*  not  fo  much  eftat,  as  fome  private  reafons, which 

c  was  a  diflik  to  the  young  perfon,  which  he  had 
tft  Thuvloe  *  fr°m  f°m  reports  of  his  being  a  vifious  man,  given 
•vol.  v.  p.  '  to  play  and  fuch  lik  things5  which  offis  was  done  by 
*46«  c  fom  that  had  a  mind  to  brak  of  the  match  (/).'     The 

reports,  however,  on  examination,  proving  falfe,  the 
match  was  concluded  with  the  confent  of  the  protector. 
Thefe  pafTages  fufliciently  evince  the  care  of  Oliver 
to  avoid  giving  even  countenance  to  vice  ;  and  alfo  the 
regularity  of  manners  in  thofe  who  partook  of  his  fa- 
vour and  encouragement.  We  may  well  fuppofe  the 
nation  mufl  be  improved  in  their  morals  by  fuch  exam- 
ples. 

(mmm)    He  filed  the   benches  with   able   and  honejl 

judges y  &c]   The  hiftorians  of  all  parties  have,  by  the 

(m)  Claren-  notoriety  of  the  .fact,  been  forced  to  pay  this  tribute  of 

<ion,  vol.  vi.  prasfe  to  CrcmwAl.     I  could   mention   many;  but  will 

p.  650.         content   myfclf  with   the    authorities    of  Clarendon   and 

\  D  te       Cohex  who,  though  of  different  principles,  were  equally 

tion,  vol.  ii.  foes  to  the  government   and   memory  of  the  protector. 

p.  7a.  The  former  affirms,  6  That  in  matters,  which  did  not 

*  concern  the  life  of  his  jurifdiclion,  he  feemed  to  have 

y„  \  f  "the  C  Sreat  reverence  for  the  law,  rarely  interpofing  between 

Pukes,        '  party   and   party  (w).'     The  latter  afTures   us  4  That 

Marquifles,   «  Wejiminfler-haH  was    never    replenished    with    more 

&c  wit   a    t  learned  and  upright  judges  than  by  him:  nor  was  juf- 

the  honours  .  ,       *      f       J       s?  <         .  •'..        r  J 

that, hie  '  tice  eitner  m  law  or  equity,  in  civil  cafes,  more  equal- 
Highnefs  c  jv  diflnbuted,  where  he  was  not  a  party  (n).'  The 
ISwed  ^"nce nan*es  of  his  judges,  pofiibly,  may  not  be  unaccepta- 
he  began  his  ble  to  fome  readers.  They  were  as  follows:  the  lord- 
governcnent  chief-juftices  Gl)U  and  St.  j ' obn ;  the  juftices  Warburion, 
jent^Ev"  Newdigatey  Atkins,  Hale*  Windham;  the  barons  Nicho- 
T.W.  i.  e.  las?  Parker,  Hill  (c).  The  com  mi  (Boners  of  the  great 
TbcWalk*  geai  u  ..£,#  were  the  famoU5  Mr.  Wlpitkck,  Widring- 
'i*y>  2vo.  tQn 
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miniftred. -He  fought  out  every   where 

1    .  for 


ton  and  Lenthal;  afterwards  Flennes9  Lijle  and  Lentbal, 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Jong  robe  ftill  mention  the  names 
of  fome  of  thefe  perfons  with  great  honour.  How  fol- 
licitous  Cromwell  was  to  appoint  the  moft  able  and  up- 
ght  perfons  to  fill  the  important  pofts  of  the  law,  will 

beft  appear   by   the    following    quotations. c  Grom- 

well feeing  him  (Mr.  Hale)  poiFeft  of  fo  much  prac- 
tice, and  he  being  one  of  the  eminenteft  men  or  the 
law,  who  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  doing  his  duty  in 
thofe  critical  times,  refolved  to  take  him  off  from  it, 
and  raife  him  to  the  bench.  Mr.  Hale  faw  well 
enough  the  fnare  laid  for  him,  and  though  he  did  not 
much  consider  the  prejudice  it  would  be  to  himfelf, 
to  exchange  the  eafy  and  fafer  profits  he  had  by  his 
practice  for  a  judge's  place  in  the  common  pleas, 
which  he  was  required  to  accept  of,  yet  he  did  delibe- 
rate more  on  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  a  commiffioti. 
from  ufurpers  ;  but  having  considered  well  of  this, 
he  came  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  being  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  have  juftice  and  property  kept  up  at  all 
times,  it  was  no  fin  to  take  a  commiffion  from  ufurp- 
ers, if  he  made  no  declaration  of  his  acknowledging 
their  authority,  which  he  never  did.  Me  was  much 
urged  to  accept  of  it  by  fome  eminent  men  of  his  own 
profefiion,  who  were  of  the  King's  party,  as  Sir  Or- 
lando Bridgman,  and  Sir  Geoffery  Palmer  ;  and  was 
alfo  fatisfled  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  by  the 
refolution  of  fome  famous  divines,  in  particular  Dr. 
Sheldon^  and  Dr.  Henchman^  who  were  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  the  fees  of  Canterbury  and  London,  To  thefe 
were  added  the  importunities  of  all  his  friends,  who 
thought,  that  in  a  time  of  fo  much  danger  and  op- 
preflion,  it  might  be  no  fmall  fecurity  to  the  nation, 
to  have  a  man  of  his  integrity  and  abilities  on  the 
bench  :  and  the  ufurpers  themfelves  held  him  in  that 
eitimation,  that  they  were  glad  to  have  him  give  a 
countenance  to  their  courts,  and,  by  promoting  one 

E  e  3  «  thac 
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for  men  of  abilities  (nnn),  in  order  proper- 

c  that  was  known  to  have  different  principles  from 
(p\ Burnet's  c  xhcm  ;  affe£ted  the  reputation  of  honouring  and  truft- 
Matthew  r  '  ln&  ^cn  °^  em*nent  virtues,  of  what  peri'wafion  foe- 
Kale,  p.  35. i  ver  they  might  be,  in  relation  to  publick  matters  (p)S 
8vo.  Load.   _ — Another  work  fpeaks  more  plainly  on  this  iubjecl:. 

'   He   [Cromwell']  fiudied  to  feek  out  able  and  ho- 

6  net!  men,  and  to  employ  them.     And  fo  having  heard 
c  that  my  father   had  a  very  great  reputation  in    Scot' 
'  land,  for  piety  and  integrity,  tho'  he  knew  him  to  be 
6  aRoyalift,  he  fent  to  him,  defirin^  him  to  accept  of 
c  a  judge's  place,  and  to  do  jufHce  in  his  own  country, 
Co)  Hifcory  c  hoping  only  that  he  would  not  ac?t  againft  his  go- 
of his  own   c  vernment,  but  he  would    not  prefs  him  to  fubfcribe 
i.tmes,  vol.  «  or  fWear  to  it  (q).f     How  great  !  how  generous  !  it 
was  hardly  pofEble,  but  a  man  of  fuch  a  difpofition  mull 
be-well  ferved, 

(nnn)  tit  fought  cut  every  where  for  men  of  abilities, 
and  gave  tbim  proper  employment. 1  That  princes  have 
fuch  poor  tools  oftentimes  about  them  is  owing  to  their 
own  weaknefs,  or  negligence.  They  have  not  either 
i'enie  enough  to  difcern,  or  fortitude  to  refufe  or  repel 
fuch  as,  without  merit,  afpire  to  their  favour.  So  that 
their  minifters  are  fometimes  of  different  and  contradic- 
tory characters,  and  hinder  more  than  forward  the  bu- 
fmefs  in  which  they  pretend  to  engage.  Mobs  are  in 
moll  courts  ;  wife  men  are  diftineuilhed  alone  in  thofe 
whofe  princes  themfelves  excel.  From  the  choice  of 
miniflers^and  favourites  the  character  cf  the  fovereign 
may  be  oftentimes  taken.-— — Cromwell  was  all  eyes. 
He  fay/  every  thing,  he  judged  of  every  thing  ;  few 
pei  fens  efcaped  his  notice  -,  merit  was  the  object  of  his 
choice.  The  authorities  I  fhall  now  produce,  will,  I 
am  pei  funded,  juftify  may  affertions.  The  following 
anecdote  is  prior,  indeed,  in  point  of  time,  to  the  pre-? 
tedtorate,.  but  'tis  properly  a  part  of  Cromzi-eH's  hilto- 
ry,  and  tends  to  illuilrate  moft  this  part  of  his  charac- 
ter.    It  is  given  by  Mr.  Morrice^  a  gentleman,  of  cha- 


racter. 
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ly  to  employ  them:  endeavouring  hereby  to 

pro- 

racler,  who  had  it  from  lord  Broghill.~—t  After  the 
4  horrid  murder  was  committed  upon  the  King's  facred 

*  perfon,  lord  Broghill,  giving   up   ail   Ireland  for   loft, 

*  retired  into  England^  to  a  fmall  eftate  left  him   by  his 

*  father  at  Marfhnm  So'merfetjhi, re9  where  he  lived  till 
c  1649.  During  this  retirement,  his  lordfhip  lament™ 
4  ing  the  fad  condition  of  the  royal  family,  and  the 
4  ruin  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  reflecting  upon  the  era- 
4  eities  and  inhumanities  of  the  Irijh  rebels,  he,  at  lail, 
6  thought  it  too  much  below  his  fpirit  and  duty  to  fit 
6  ftill,  and  fee  all  rights  thus  trampled  under  foot  by 
4  u-furpers.     He  refolved,    therefore,  to  attempt  fome- 

*  thing  for  the  pub-lick  as  well  as  private  good  •  and, 
e  accordingly,  under  pretence  of  going  to  the  Sfa  wa- 
*-'ters  m-Germam^  he  intended  to  crofs  the  feas,  antl  ap- 
4  ply- himfelf  to  King  Charles  l'[.  for  a  comrhiHibn  to 
'  raife  what  forces  he  could  to  reflore  his  Mafefty  in 
4  Irehnd^  and  to  recover  his  own  eftate,  then  giveti'For 
e  loft.  But,  in  order  to  the  accomplishing  this  retain- 
'  tion,  he  fent  to  the-  earl  of  IVarwlch^  who  had  an 
4  intcrcft  in  the  prevailing  party,  defiriWg  him    to  pro- 

*  cure  a  licence  for  him  to  pafs  beyond  the  feas  to  Spa  ; 
4  not  acquainting  that  lord  with  the  main  intent  of  his 
c  going,  and  only  communicating  his  defign  to  fome 
4  friend?,  whom  he  imagined  to  be  loyal  and  fecret. 
4  He  had  already  made  up  a  coniiderabie  furn  of  money, 
4  and  was  now  arrived  at  Lond:n>  in  order  to  profecute 
4  his  voyage;  when  a  gentleman  belonging  to  Crom- 
4  well,  who  was  then  made  general  in  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
'  fail's  place,  came  to  his  lodgings,  to  let  him  know 
'  t:  .  iieral,  his  mailer,  intended  to  wait  upon 
4  hi'rtKj  if  he  knew  but  the  hour  when  he  would  be  at 
4  leisure  to    receive   him.     My  lord    was   very  much' 

*  furprized  at  this  pafTage,  becaufe  he  had  never  any 
4  acq  tance  with  GrdmWeli,  nor  ever  exchanged  one 
4  word  with  him.  Wherefore  he  told  the  gentleman, 
'  he  prefumed  he.  was  miftaken,  and  that  he  was  not 

E  e  4  4  the 
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provide  for   his  own  honour    and    the   tia- 

t  tion's 


4  the  perfon  to  whom  the  general  had  fent  him  with 
4  that  rneffage.  The  gentleman  made  anfwer,  he  was 
4  fent  to  lord  Broghill-,  and,  therefore,  if  he  was  that 
4  lord,  he  was  fent  to  him.  My  lord  finding  that  there 
4  was  no  miftake  in  the  gentleman,  owned  that  he 
'  was  the  lord  Broghill;  hut  defired  the  gentleman  to 
4  prefent  his  humble  fervice  to  the  general,  and  to  let 

*  him  know  that  he  would  not  give  him  the  trouble 

*  to   come  to  him,  but  that  he  would  wait  on  the  ge- 

*  neral,  if  he  knew  where  he  was,  and  when  he  might ; 

*  and  to  that  end  would  immediately  make  himfelf  rea- 
4  dy  for  it.  The  gentleman  told  my  lord  he  would  ac- 
4  quaint  his  excellency  with  it,  and  fo  took  his  leave. 
4  His  lordiliip,  in  the  mean  time,  wras  mightily  con- 
4  cerned  what  Cromwell's  bufinefs   with   him  fhould  be. 

*  While  he  was  thus  mufmg,  Cromwell  came  to  him ; 
4  and,  after    mutual    falutations,  told    him,  he   had    a 

4  great   kindnefs  and  reipect  for  his  lordfhip,  and  there- 

*  fore  he   was   come   to  acquaint  him  with  fomething 

5  that  did  very   nearly  concern  him,  and  to  give  him 

*  his  advice  in  the  matter.  He  then  proceeded  to  let  him 

6  know,  that   the  council  of  Hate  was  acquainted  with 

*  his  defigns,  that  he  was  come  to  town  in  order  to 
4  his  paffing  beyond  fea ;  but,  inflead  of  going  to  the 
4  Spa  for  his  gout,  was  going  to  the  King  for  a  com- 
'  miffion  to  raife  men,  and  oppofe  their  government  in 
4  Ireland-,  and  that  under  this  pretence  the  earl  of 
4  Warwick  had  got  him  a  licence  from  the  irate  to  pafs 
4  the  feas.  As  Cromwell  was  going  on,  my  lord  inter- 
4  rupted  him,  and  told  him,  he  prefumed  his  excel- 
4  lency  was  miflaken  in  the  matter,  for  he  was  not  ca- 

*  pable  of  doing  any  thing  that  way ;  and  therefore 
4  defired  him  to  believe  no  fuch  thing.  But  Cromive.'l 
4  told  him,  he  had  good  proof  for  what  he  faid,  and 
4  could  fliew  copies  of  his  letters  to  that  purpofe,  and 
4  therefore  defired  him  not  to  deceive  himfelf;  for  the 
4  council   hacl  ordered  him   to  be  clapt  in  the  Tower 

4  upon 
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lion's    welfare. Learning    he    favoured, 

and 


upon  his  arrival  in  town  ;  which  had  been  executed 
accordingly,  had  not  he  hirnfelf  interpofed  in  his  be- 
half,   and   procured  fome  time  to  confer  with  him, 
to  fee  whether  he  might  not  be  drawn  off  from  his 
purpofe.     Upon  this,    and    other   circumftances,  my 
lord,   finding  that   he  was  difcovered,  begged   Crom- 
well's  pardon,  and  thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs,  and 
defired  him  to   advife  him  what  to  do.     Cromwell  told 
him,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  council,  were  Grangers 
to  his  aclions  in  the  Irijh  war ;  and  therefore  the  fub- 
duing  of  the  Irijb  rebels  being  left  to  his  care,  he  had 
obtained  leave  from  the  council  to  make  an  offer  to 
lord  Brcghill,  that  if  he  would  ferve   in  the  wars  a- 
gainft  the  Infi9    he  fhould   have   a  general  officer's 
command,  and  fhould  have  no  oaths  or  engagements 
laid  upon  him,  nor  fhould  be  obliged  to  fight  againft 
any   but  the  Irijh.     My  lord  did  not  a  little  wonder 
at  this  large  offer,  and  would  have  excufed  hirnfelf, 
defiring   fome  time   to  confider  of  it:    but  Cromwell 
told  him,  he  muft  refolve  prefently,  for  there  was  no 
time  to  deliberate,  becaufe  the  council,  from  whom 
he  came,  were  refolved  to  fend  his  lordfhip  to  the 
Tovjer  as  fbon  as  ever  Cromwell  fhould  return  to  them, 
in    cafe  this   offer  was  not   readily  accepted.     Lord 
Broghill  feeing   no   fubterfuges  could    any  longer   be 
made  ufe  of,  and  finding  his  liberty  and   life  were  in 
danger,  whereby  he  might  be  rendered  utterly  inca- 
pable of  ferving  his  Majefty ;  and  not  knowing  but, 
by  accepting  this  offer,  he  might  afterwards   be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  royal  party,  he  refolved    to  accept  of 
it  upon  the   conditions   which  Cromwell   mentioned  ; 
promifing  upon  his  word  and  honour,  he  would  faith- 
fully affift  Cromwell  in   fubduing  the  Irijh  rebellion. 
Whereupon    Cromzvell  affured    him,    he  fhould    have 
thofe  conditions  performed  to  a  tittle;  and  defired  him 
to  haften  down  to  Bri/lol,  where  men  fhould  be   fent 
to  him3  and  fhips  wait  for  his  transportation,  and  he 

him' 
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and  was  munificent  to  fuch  as  excelled  in* 

fci- 


*  hlmfeif  would  follow  him  with  another  army ;  all 
(r)  Mor-  c  vyhich.  was  accordingly  done  (r)/.-  Brogbi'll  was 
of  Lord  Or-  worthy  of  Crcmweli's  choice:  he  ferved  him  faithfully, 
iery,  pre-  was  fmcerely  attached  to  the  interefts  of  his  family, 
feed  to  his    ancj  (jjdevej-y  thin?  to  fupport  it.— The  next  inftance 

Stat©  papers.  -     •      r  tt/      7  ,  ,      r  •     ;,i  •• 

Foi.  Lond.    ■*■  liia-il  give  from  /^ad,   who  choie  not,  we  may  well 

174^"  fiippofe,  to  falfify  in  favour  of  the  proteclor.— — *  In 

*eP  Me-     '   I^49'  ^ays   ne>  one   ^r*   Greaves  of  Grays-Inn^  an 

amoirsof  the  '  intimate    acquaintance    with    Dr.    Merle    Gajaubon^ 

Boy]es,  p.     <  brought   him  a  mefTage  from  Oliver  Cromwell^  then 

f '     °'       '  lieutenant-general  of  the  parliament's  forces?  to  bring 

6  him  to  Whitehall  to  confer  whh  him  about  matters  of 

c  moment,  but  his  wife  being  then  lately  dead,  and  not, 

6  as  he   faid,  buried,  he  defired  to  be  excufed.     After- 

1  *  wards  Greaves  came  again,  and  our  author  [Cafaubon] 

*  being  in  fome  diforder  for  it,  fearing  that  evil   m'ipht 

*  follow,  he  defired  him  to  tell  him  the  meaning  of  the 

*  matter,  but  Greaves  refufing,  went  away  the  fecond 
€  time.  At  length  he  returned  again,  and  told  him, 
c  that  the  lieutenant  general   intended  his  good  and  ad~ 

*  vancement,  and  that  his  particular   errand   was,  that 

*  he  would  make  ufe  of  his  pen  to  write  the  hiltory  of 
6  the  late  war,  defiring,  withall,  that  nothing  but  mat- 

*  ters  of  fa£fc  be  impartially  fet  down,  C3V.     To  which 

*  he  returned  anfwer,  that  he  defired  his  humble  fer- 
4  vice  and  hearty  thanks  be  returned  for  that  great  ho- 
<  nour  done  unto  him,  and  withall,  that  he  was  un- 
6  capable,  in  feverall  refpscis,  for  fuch  an  employment, 

*  and  could  not  fo  impartially  engage  in  it,  but  that 

*  his  fubj eel:  would  force  him  to  make  fuch  reflections 
c  as  would  be  ungrateful,  if  not  injurious  to  his  lord- 
£  fhip.  Notwithstanding  this  anfwer,  Cromwell  feemed 
e  fo  fenfible  of  his  worth,  that  tho'  he  could  not  win 
'  him  over  to  his  defires,  yet  he  -acknowledged  a  great 
c  refpect  for  him,  and,  as  a  teftimony -thereof,  he  or- 

*  dered  that,  upon  the  fir  ft  demand,  there  fhould  be  de- 

*  livered  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  by  a  certain  book- 

6  feller 
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6  feller  ~  in,  London  (whofe  name  was  Cromwell)  whenfo- 
6  ever  his  occafions  fhould  require,  without  ackno wledg- 

*  ing  any  benefactor  at  the  receipt  of  it.  But  this  of- 
c  fer,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  our  author's  fon  John 
6  Cafauhn,  he  fcorned  to  accept,  though  his  condition 

*  was  then  mean.  At  the  fame  time  it  was  propofed 
'  by  the  faid  Greaves  (who  belonged  to  the  library  at 
6  St.  James's)  that  if  our  author  would  gratify  him  in 

*  the  foregoing  requefr,  Cromwell  would  reftore  unto 
€  him  all  his  father's  [Ifaac  Gafawon'*,]  books,  which 
c  were  then  in  the  royal  library  there  ..(given  by  King 
6  Jamcs^  who  had  invited  him  \x\Ko  England)  and,  with- 

*  all,  a  patent  for  three  hundred  per  annum y  to  be  paid  (s)  Wood's 

*  to.  the  family  fo  long  as  the  youngefi  fon  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Athcnae, 
«  Cajaubon  fhouid   live.     But  this  alfo  was  refufed  (s),7  VV  "'  Ca 
«- It  annears  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Cudyjcrth's*  that  he 

was  confulted  by  Mr.  Iburloe  (no  doubt  but  by  the 
protector's  orders)  with  regard  to  the  characters  of  fuch 
perfons  in  the .univerfity,  as  were  proper  to  be  employed 
in  political  and  civil  affairs.  The  doctor  mentions  fe- 
veral  men  of  diffinguifhed  learning  and  abilities,  and 
then  adds,  f  many  more  names  I  could  fet  down  ;  but 
6  thefe  may  fufnce    for  your   choice ;  and   you   may,  if 

*  .you  think  good,  enquire  further  concerning  any  of 
c  them  from  fome  others,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  from  this 
4  gentleman,  whom  i  have,  for  that  purpofe,  dented  to 
6  prefent  this  to  you,  Mr.  George  Rujl,  fellow  of  Ghrifl- 
(  .Colledge^  who  can  further  inform  and  fatisfy  you  con- 
c  cerning  them.  He  is  an  under/landing,  pious, 
'  difcreet  man,  and  himfelf  I  know  to  be  a  man  of  ex~ 
c  ceeding  good  parts,  and  a  general  fcholar,  but  one  that 
*■  feems  not  fo  willing  to  divert  himfelf  from  preaching 
'and  divinity,  which  he  hath  of  late  intended  ;  others 
c  wife  I  know  his  parts  are  fuch,  as  would  enable  him 
c  for  any  employment.  If  you  pleafe  to  enquire  fur- 
4  ther  from  him,  and  by  him  fignify  your  further  plea- 
'  fure  to  me,  I  mall  he  ready  in  this,  or  any  thing  eifc, 
*  that  I  am  able  to  exprefle  my felf, 

Sir,  your  affectionately  devoted  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  CUDWORTH. 

Mr. 
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fcience  (ooo).     Nor  did   he  fail  of  making 

ufe 


Mr.  Zacbary  Cradock  was  recommended  to  the  fecre- 
€0  c"d-       tary  by  this  gentleman,  for  the  place  of  chaplain  to  the 
JyDr.Birch,  Englijh  merchants  at  Lifbon.     He  was  afterwards   pro- 
prefixed  to    voft  of  Eaton,  and  greatly  celebrated  for  his  genius  and 
the  flfj°l  learning  (/).     Dr.  John  Pel!,  eminent   for  his  fkill  in 
telleftual      tne  mathematics,  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
Syftem,p.8.  Italian^  French,  Spanijh,  and  High  and  Low  Dutch  lan- 
4to  Lond.     guages,  was  appointed  envoy  from  the  proteclor  to  the 
(/)  B'rch's    proteftant  cantons  in  SwiJJerland  (a).     Mr.   (afterwards 
Life  of        Sir)    William  Petty  was  ordered  by   Oliver,  to   take  a 
Boyle,  p.      furvey,  and  make  maps  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for 
Lond.  1744.  which  he  had  a  falary  of  365/.  per  ann.  befides  many 
(#)  Wood's  other  advantages  which  enabled    him   to   raife   a  great 
Atheme,      eftate  (x).     And  it  is  faid,  however  improbably,  '  That 
gcg,      '     c  Cromwell  wasfo  pleafed  with  manyof  Mr. Hobbes's  prin- 
c  ciples    laid   down   in  the  Leviathan,  which  tended  to 
(?)  id.  c      '  juitify  and  fupport  his  ufurpation,  that  the  great  place 
446.  c  0f  being  fecretary  was  proffered  to  him  ( y)/ 

If  to  thefe  inftances,  we  add  Milton,  Mr.  Marvel, 
and  Mr.  Mcrland  before  mentioned,  together  with  Nat. 
Bacon,  author  of  the  celebrated  difcourfes  on  govern- 
ment, who  was  one  of  Cromwell's  mailers  of  requefts, 
Francis  OJborn,  a  writer  of  good  repute,  who  had  pub- 
lic employments  under  him,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Hartlib, 
to  whom  he  allowed  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  his 
induftry  and  expences  in  feveral  publick  fef  vices  ;  we 
fhall  be  convinced  that  he  was  not  deftitute  of  men  of 
abilities,  or  negligent  of  employing  them  in  a  manner 
honourable  to  themfeives,  as  well  as  advantagious  to  the 
nation. 

(000)  He  favoured  learning,  and  was  munificent  to 
fuch  as  excelled  in  fcience.]  We  have  (ten  in  the  two 
preceding  notes,  the  care  of  the  proteclor  to  felecfc  men 
capable  of  tranfa£ting  public  bufmefs  in  an  honourable 
and  uftful  manner  to  the  community  of  which  he  had 
taken  on  himfelf  to  be  the  head.  Moll  of  thefe  -were 
well  verfed  in  the  fclences,  and  confequently  would, 
6  f  well 
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ufe  of  the  methods  of  kindnefs  and  conde- 

fcen- 

well  enough,  have  ferved  for  proofs  of  Cromwell's  fa- 
vour to  the  learned.  I  fhall  add  however  others,  that 
his  regard  to  learning  may  be  put  out  of  a  poffibility  of 

doubt.- Oliver  was  chancellour  of  the  univerfity  of 

Oxford,  and  within  a  year  after  his  alTuming  the  protec- 
torate, c  at  his  own  charge,  he  beftowed  on  the  public 

*  library  there,  twenty  five  antient  manufcripts  -,  ten  of 

*  which  were  in  folio,  and  fourteen  in  quarto,  all  in 
4  Greek,  except  two  or  three.  He  moreover  ordered  to 
c  a  private  divinity  reader  there  (newly  chofen  to  that 

c  place)  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum?  .  . ,, 
4  out  of  the  exchequer,  for  the  faid  reader's  encourage-  rius  poikL 

*  ment  (%).'■         When  the  great  defign  was  on  foot  of  c»s>  No. 
publifning  the  Polyglott,  by   Dr.  Walton,  the  protector  az3;  P* 
permitted  the  paper  to  be  imported  duty  free  *..     And  whitiockj 
'tis  a  fa£t,  attefted  by   his  very  enemies,  that  he  hin-  p-  605. 
dered  the   fale  of  archbifhop  U/ber's  valuable  library  of 

prints  and  manufcripts,  to  foreigners,  and  caufed  it  to 
be  purchafed,  and  fent  over  to  Dublin,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  bellow  it  on  a  new  college  or  hall,  which  he  p^sUfe 
had  propofed  to  build  and  endow  there  (<?).     Dr.  Parr  0f  uflier, 
and  Dr.  Smith  fay,  the  purchafe  was  made  by  the  of-  p.  IC2« 
ficers  and  foldiers  of  the  army  in  Ireland,  but  how  this 
is  confident  with  Parrs  faying  afterwards,  that  *  when 
c  this  library  was  brought  over  into  Ireland,  the  ufurper 
8  and  his  fon,  who  then   commanded  in   chief  there, 

*  would  not  beftow  it  on  the  college  of  Dublin,9  is 
very  hard  to  fay.  I  prefume  they  would  not  have 
claimed  the  right  of  beftowing,  if  they  had  not  acquired 
that  right  by  purchafing.  Dr.  Smith,  fenfible  of  this, 
has  varied  from  his  original,  (for  he  is  little  more  than 
a   tranflator  of  Parr)  and  attributes  both  purchafe,  re- 

*  Towards  the  clofe  of  Walton's  preface  we  find  the  following  words: 
Primo  autcm  commemorandi  quorum  favore  Chartam  a  Ve&igalibus  im- 
munem  habuimus,  quod  quinque  ub  hinc  annis,  a  Concilio  fecretiori  pri- 
mo conceflum,  poftea  a  Sereniffimo  D.  Pr«te&pre  ejufque  Concilio,  operis 
^roiRovendi  cayfa,   bcnigne  ^onnrmaum  ct  coutinuatum  erat, 

fufal 
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fcention,    in   feveral   refpefts,   to   conciliate 

the 


fufal  of  bellowing  on  the  college  of  Dublin ,  and  inten- 

Ta  obiuffe-  tlon  °^  ere^iing  a  llew  building  for  its  reception,  to  the 
rii Scriptore,  officers  and  foldiers  only  (b)  —~Smitb  however  allows 
Thoma  wJth  Parr,  that  Crcmwell  had  the  merit  of  hindering  the 
Smitho  s.     exportation  of  this  valuable   library  into  foreign  parts'; 

Theologiss,  r  ..  /         m  fa      f  » 

Doftore&  and  with  aitommment  crys  out,  '  yuis  autem  crederet 
Ecciefis  «  hominem,  enthufiafmi  furoribus  fubinde  correptuoij 
T>nllcinf    c  &'  humanioris  literature  oforem,  cavifTe,  ne   thefau- 

Prefbytero,  r        r  .    .      . 

prefixed  to  6  rus  meexti'&angliam,  non  line  lumma  injuria  genti  inu* 
uiher's  An-  c  renda,  exportaretur  ?'  His  aftoniftiment  would  have 
313  Sj  i?!nc"  ceafed,    had  he  known  the  true  character  of  the  pro- 

va,   1722.  '  -  'j 

Folio,  p.  55.  lector.- -but  to  go  on,- A  reprefentation  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
of  England,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  fent  up  by  the  high  (heriff  to  the  parliament,  inter 
alia,  that  the  college  and  houfes  of  the  dean  and  chap- 

/  ter,  being  then  empty  and  in  decay,  might  be  employed 

for  erecting  a  college,  fchool,  or  academy  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  northern  counties,  which  are  fo  far  from  the 
univerfities ;  and  that  part  of  the  lands  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  near  the  city,  might  be  fet  out  for  pious 
ufes :  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  flate  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  report  their  opinion.  This  was  in  May,  1650* 
From  this  time  till  about  feven  years  after,  we  hear  no 
more  of  it.  But  on  the  15th  of  May,  1657,  the  Lord 
Protector,  by  writ  of  privy  feal,  erected  a  college  at 
Durham,  confiding  of  one  provoft  or  mailer,  two  preach- 
ers or  fenior  fellows,  and  twelve  other  fellows.  c  And 
c  for  the  endowment  of  the  faid  college,  the  cathedral 

*  church  and  church-yard  of  Durham,  and  the  feveral 
'  mefluages  with  their  appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 

*  ing  were  granted.     To   thefe  were   added   a  yearly 

*  rent-charge  of  one  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds, 
4  fifteen  (hillings  and  eight  nence,  and  another  of  five 
€  hundred  pounds  iffuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Gate/bead 

*  and  Wickham  in  the  faid   county  of  Durham,  as  al Co 

*  one  other  of  two  hundred  eighty-four   pounds,  four 

<  foil- 
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•the'  (ppp)    affedions  of  his  enemies  to  his 

perfon 

I  fhillings   and  four-pence,    ifTuing  put  of  lands  lately 
f-  belonging   to   the   bifhop  or  dean  and  chapter  of  that 

*  diocefe.     Befides  all  thefe  donations,  the   books  prin- 

*  ted  and  manufcript  belonging  to  the  late  bifhop  dean 
■  and  chapter  were  added,  and    a  liberty  of  purchafing 

4  or  receiving  lands,    not  exceeding    the   yearly  value  ^J      .   s » 
e  of  fix  thou  land  pounds  (<:).'     We  may  fee  by  this,  that  Oliver 
Oliver  was  a  friend  to  learning,  and  zealous  to  promote  it:  Cromwell, 
but  whether  the  means  in  this  inftance  made  ufe  of,  were  pmnnL 
themoft  eligible,  muff,  be  left  to  the  reader  to  determine.  0f  curious 
— I  had  forgot  to  add,  that  this   foundation  of  a  college  historical 
at  Durham  was   oppofed    by  the  universities  of  Oxford  £ieces»  P* 
and  Cambridge,  and  that  it  was  but  of  a  (hort  duration.  Loud!"  1:40. 

For  on  Richard's  refignation,  it  of  courfe  dropped.* 

I  will  mention  but  one  inftance  more  of  the  Protec- 
tor's regard  and  encouragement  of  literary  merit. — — * 
Dr.  Seth  Ward,  who  was  afterward  bifhop  of  Exeter 
and  Sarum  fucceffively,  {landing  candidate,  in  the  year 
1657,  for  the  principalfhip  of  Jefus  college  in  Oxford, 
\oPz  it  through  means  of  Cromwell's  pre-engagement  to 
another.  But  upon  being  informed  of  the  merit  and 
learning  of  Ward,  (who  had  fucceeded  the  very  learned 
Mr.  John  Greaves  as  aftronomy  profeiTor  in  that  uni- 
verfity)  he  received  and  converged  with  him  with  great 
freedom,  and  enquiring  of  the  value  of  the  principalihip,  (<0  Howe's 
promifed  to  allow  him  the  like  fum  annually  (d).     This  .Ll*e  by  Ca~ 

5-V  yx/        »    1  r  1  n  ■  i  t        laiT>V,  p.   19. 

JJr.  Ward  became  after  the  reiteration  a  thorough- 
paced court-bifhop,  applying  himfelf  to  politics,  and 
adhering  to  the  intereft  of  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his 
preferments.  I  think  he  never  (hewed  any  return  of 
kindnefs  to  the  friends  of  Cromwell. 

(ppp)  He  made  ufe  of  the  methods  of  kindnefs  and  con- 
detention  to  his  enemies.]  Here  are  my  authorities. 
f  The  nobles  and  great  men,  fays  Bates  (for  with  fome 
few  of  them  he  had  an  intimacy)  he  delighted  with 
raillery  and  jefting,  contended  with  them  in  mimical 
gcilures,  and   entertained  them   with  merry  collations, 

mufick, 


?•  '95- 
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perfon  and  government.     Thefe  were  foffie 

of 

mufick,  hunting  and  hawking. — —When   he  was  ih 

the  country,  he  ufed  once  or  oftner  a  year,  to  give  the 

i  f™\  n*   neighbours   a  buck,  to  be  run  down  in  his  park,  and 

money  to  buy  wine  to  make  merry  with  (<?).' The 

following  account,  we  are  told,  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Thctnas  Smithy  and  was  firft  published  by  Mr.  'Thomas 
Hearne,  in  his  Appendix  to  the  Chronlcon  de  Dun/lable\ 
4  I  will  reiate  a  paffage,  that  the  marquis  told   me  con- 

*  cerning  the  old  marquis  of  Hartford,  A  little  after 
4  the  death  of  the  lord  Beauchamp  his  fon,  in  the  year 
4  1656,  (which   was  of  unfpeakable  grief  to  him)  the 

*  Protector  fent  Sir  Edward  Sidenbam  to  him,  to  con- 
4  dole  with  him  for  the  great  lofs  he  had  fuflained,  and 

*  many  fine  words  and  compliments  befides.     The  mar- 

*  quifs  of  Hartford  would  have  been  glad  Cromwell  had 
4  fpared  that  ceremony;  but  however  received  it  in  the 

*  beft   manner  he  could  ;  and   returned    a  fuitable  ac- 

*  knowledgment  for  the  fame.     Some  time  after  this 

*  Cromwell  fent  again  to  invite  the  marquifs   to  dine 
4  with  him :  which  this  great  and  brave  nobleman  knew 
4  not  how  to  wave   or  excufe;  considering  it  was  in 
4  Cromwell's   power  to  ruin   him,  and   all    his  family. 
4  Therefore  fent  him  word  he    would    wait  upon  his 
4  highnefs.     In  a  little  time  after  he  went  accordingly, 
4  and  Cromwell  received  him  with  open  arms ;  and  at 
4  dinner  drank  to  him,  and  carved  for  him  writh  the 
4  greater!  kindnefs  imaginable.     After  dinner,  he  took 
4  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into  his  drawing-room, 
4  where  (only  they  two  being  alone)  he  told  the  mar- 
4  quifs,    he  had  defired   his   company,    that  he  might 
4  have  his  advice   what  to  do.      For,  faid   he,  I   am 
4  not  able  to  bear  the  Weight  of  bufinefs  that  is  upon 
4  me ;    I  am   weary  of  it ;   and  you,    my  lord,  are  a 
4  great   and  wife   man,  and  of  great   experience,    and 
4  have  been  much  verft  in  the  bufinefs   of  government; 
(  pray  advife  me  what  I  mall  do.      The   marquifs  was 
6  much  furprizedat  this  difcourfe  of  the  Protectory  and 

4  de  fired 
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of  the  illuftrious  a&ions  of  Cromwell:  aflions 

ftiU 


*  defired  again  and  again  to  Be  exciifed :  telling  him, 
6  he  had  ferved  King  Charles  all  along,  and  been  of  his 
'  private  council ;  and    that   it  no  ways  confifted  with 

*  his  principles,  that  either  the  Protector  fhould  afk,  ot 

*  he  (the  marquis)  adventure  to  give  him  any  advice. 
'  This  notwithflanding  would  not  fatisfy  Cromwell^  but 

*  he  preft  him  ftiU,  and  told  him  he  would  receive  nd 

*  excufes  nor  denials  ',  but  bid  the  marquifs  fpeak  frcdy, 
c  and  whatever  he  faid,  it  fhould  not  turn  irt  the  leaf!  to 
s  his  prejudice.      The    marquifs    feeing    himfelf    thus 

*  preft,  and  that  he  could  not  avoid  giving  an  anfwer, 
'  (aid,  Sir,  upon  this  affurance  that  you  have  given  me§ 
s  I  will  declare  to  your  highnefs  my  thoughts,  by  which 
4  you  may  continue  to  be  great,  and  eftablifh  your 
c  name  and  family  for  ever.  Our  young  mafter  that  is 
c  abroad  (that  is,  my  mafter,  and  the  mafter  of  us  all) 
c  reftore  him  to  his  crowns,  and  by  doing  this  you  may 

*  have  what  you  pleafe.  The  Protector,  no  way  dif- 
c  turbed   at  this,    anfwered  very  fedately,  that  he  had 

*  gone  fo  far,  that  the  young  gentleman  could  not  for- 
6  give.     The  marquifs  replied,  that  if  his  highnefs  pleai- 

*  ed,  he  would  undertake  with  his  matter,  for  what  he 
c  had  faid.     He  replied  again,  that  in  his   circumftan- 

*  ces  ;  he  could  not  truft.     Thus   they  parted,  and  the 

*  marquifs  had  never  any  prejudice   hereby  fo  long  as  prL    J? S 

*  Cromwell  lived    (/).'     Lord  Clarendon  fpeaks  alfo  of  hisMemoi 
Cromwell's  '  making  addrefTes    to  fome  principal  noble-  of  OIiver 

'  men  of  the  kingdom,  and  fome  friendly  expoftulations  u^™  ' 
c  with  them,  why  they  referved  themfelves,  and  would  u\  s'e„  voJ 
6  have  no  communication  or  acquaintance  with  him  (g)  ?  Vi,  p.  503 

-From  thefe  fads,  we  may  judge  of  Cromwell's  ad- 

drefs,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  which 
by  flattery  is  fooneft  of  all  things  captivated  and  en- 
fnared.  His  method  of  treating  his  enemies  was  many 
times  alfo  very   mild  and  generous.     *  He  underftood 

*  fays  Burnet^  that  one  Sir  Richard  Willis  was   chan- 

*  eellor  Hyde's  chief  confident,  to   whom  he  wrote  of- 

F  f  *  ten. 


rs 


434  THE    LIFE    OF 

ftill  more  remarkable,  as  his  reign  was  fhor t, 

and 


<  ten,  and  to  whom  all  the  party  fubmitted,  looking  on, 

*  him  as  an  able   and   wife  man*  in    whom  they  con- 

*  fided  abfolutely.     So   he   found  a  way  to   talk  with 

*  him :  Fie  faid,  he  did   not  intend  to  hurt  any  of  the 

*  party;  his  defign  was  rather  to  fave  them  from  ruin  : 
'  they  were  apt  after  their  cups  to  run  into  foolifh  and 

*  ill-concerted  plots,  which  fignified  nothing  but  to  ruin 

*  thofe  who  engaged  in  them  :  he  knew  they  confulted 
c  him  in  every  thing:  all  he  defired  of  him  was  to 
c  know  all  their  plots,  that  he  might  fo  difconcert  them 

*  that  none  might  ever  fuffer  for  them  :  if  he  clapt  any 

*  of  them  up  in  prifon,  it  ihould  only  be  for    a   little 

*  time  :  and  they  fhould  be  interrogated  only  about 
4  fome  trifling  difcourfe,  but   never   about  the  bufinefs 

*  they  had  been  engaged  in.     He  offered  Willis  whate- 

*  ver  he  would  accept  of,  and  to  give  it  when  or  as  he 

*  pleafcd.     He  durft  not  afk  or  take  above  2000  pounds 

*  a  year.  None  was  truiled  with  this  but  his  fecretary 
'  Thurlce,  who  was  a  very  dexterous  man  at  getting  in- 
'  telligence.     Thus  Cromwell  had   all  the  King's  party 

*  in  a  net.  He  let  them  dance  in  it  at  pleafure:  and 
c  upon  occafions  clapt  them  up  for  a  ihort  whjle ;  but 

ib)  v©i.  i.    <  nothing  was  ever  difcovered  that  hurt  any  of  them  (h)' 

v°  _ — What  is  about  to  be  related,  will  flill  more  dif- 

play  the  truth  of  the  text.     '  One  day,  in  a  gay  man- 

*  ner,  Oliver  told    Lord  Broghill  that  an  old  friend  of 

*  his  wasjuft  come  to  town.     The  Lord  Broghill  de- 

*  firing  to  know,  whom  his  highnefs  meant  ?  Cromwell 

*  to  his  great  furprize,  anfwered,  The  marquifs  of  Or- 
s  mond.  The  Lord  Broghill  protefting  he  was  wholly 
'  ignorant  of  it:  I   know  that   well  enough    (fays  the 

*  Protector ;)  however,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  preferve 
•5  your  old  acquaintance,  let  him  know,  that  I  am  not 

*  ignorant  either   where  he  is,  or   what   he   is  doing. 

*  He  then  told  him  the  place  where  the  marquifs  lodged  ; 

*  and  Lord  Broghill  having   received  this  generous  per- 

*  million  to  fave  his  friend,  went   directly  to  him,  and 

6  ac- 
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and  his  revenue  ( Q53J  fcanty .» — But  his  gd~ 

vern- 

'  acquainted  him    with  what  had   pafTed  ;  who  finding 

*  himfelf  difcovered,   inftantly  left  London,  and  with  the 

*  firft   opportunity  returned    to  the   King.     Soon  after 

*  Cromwell  being   informed   that  the  Lady  Ormcnd  waS 

*  engaged  in  feveral  practices  againft  the  government, 
£  and  correfponded  with  her  hufbanel,  for  the  better  ao 

*  complifhing  of  them,  had    refolved   to  ufe  her  with 

*  great   feverity ;    and    told   the  Lord   Broghill  with   a 

*  frown,  the  firft  time  he  faw  him*  you  have  pafied  your 
4  word  for  the  quiet  behaviour  of  a  fine  perfon :  the 

*  Lady  Ormond  is  in  a  confpiracy  with  her  hufband 
6  againfl  me,  though   at  your  requeit,  1  permit  her  to 

*  ftay  in  London,  and   allow  her  2000/.  per  annum.     I 

*  find  fhe  is  an  ungrateful  woman,  and  (hall  ufe  her  ao 

*  cordingly.     Lord  Broghill,  who  faw  the  Proteclor  was 

*  thoroughly  provoked,  but  knew  that  a  foft  anfwer  ufu- 

*  ally  appeared  him,  told  him  in  the  moil  fubmiffive 
4  manner,  That  he  was  forry  the  Lady  Orimnd  had  giv- 
c  en  his  highnefs  any  occafion  to  be  difpleafed  with  her.> 

*  but  humbly  defired  to  know,  what  ground  he  had  for 
c  fufpec?cing  her  ?  Enough  :  (fays  Cromwell)  I  have  let- 
4  ters  under   her  own  hand,  which  were  taken   out  of 

*  her  cabinet :  and  then  throwing  him  a  letter,  bid  him 

*  read  it.     He  had  no  fooner  perufed  it,  than  he  allured 

*  the  Protector  with  a  fmile,  that  what  he  had  read, 
c  was  not  the  hand  of  Lady  Ormond,  but  of  Lady  Ifa- 
c  Bella    Thyn,  between  whom    and   the  rnarquifs  of  Or- 

*  mond,  there  had    been  fome  intrigues.     Cromwell  ha- 

«  ftily  afked  him,    how    he   could   prOve    that?    Lord  ^j^ff1^ 
6  Broghill  anfwered  very  eafily  ,  and   fhewed  him  fome  the  Boyfes, 
c  other  letters  from  the  Lady  lj'ubella\  of  whom  he  told  p«  $9\  B;°; 

*  two  or  three  ftories.  fo  pleafant,  as   made  Cromwell  B^pW* Bn- 

*  lofe  all  his  refentment  in  a  hearty  laugh  (*).'  8titi.  frW 
(  c^ck^J  His  revenue  fcanty.']     Whoever  cohfiders  what 

Cromueil  did  at  home  and  abroad  ;  the  greatnefs  of  his 
fleets  and  armies  j  his  fpies  and  intelligencers  ;  his  am- 
baflkdors  and   envovs,  and   the  ftate  he  on  fome  occa- 
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vernment,  however,  was  far  from  being  free 
from  blame.     His    edidt  againft  the    (rrr) 

epifcopal 

fions  affumed  ;  I  fay,  whoever  confiders  his  government 
which  made  fo  great  a  figure  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  is 
ftili  talked  of  with  admiration,  will  be  aftonifhed  to  find 
(jOProtco    that  the   whole   revenue    of  England,  Scotland  and" Ire- 
tor'sSpeecb,  land,  amounted    to  but  1,900,000/.  {k)     His  enemies 
Apnl  2,1,     moreover  add,  that  when  he  afEimed  the  government, 
*  The  publick  ftock  was  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
'  in  ready  money,  the  value  of  feven  hundred  thoufand 
'  pounds  in  (lores,    and   the  whole   army  in  advance, 
.  w   Jd,s  *  fome  four,    and   none   under   two  months;    fo   that 
Miftake  in    *  though  there  might  be  a   debt  of  near  five  hundred 
Oliver         <  thoufand    pounds  upon  the  kingdom,    he   met  with 
Cromwell,    <  ab0ve  twice  the   value  in  lieu  of  it  (/;.'     Mr.  Cowley 
fays,  c  He  found  the  commonwealth  in  a  ready  flock  of 
(«)  Dif-       *  about  8co,oco  pounds,  and  left  it  fome  two  millions 
courfecon-   $  and         half  -    debt  (,„).'___.Allowmg  all  this  to  be 
Government  true,  Cromwell  muil  have  been  an  excellent  ceconomift. 
of  Oliver       Yot  what  prince  almoft,  could  have  done   fo    much  on 
Cromwell,    fo  little  ?   We  may  be  fu re  there  could   have  been   no 
great  wade  of  the  public  treafure  on  favourites,  no  need- 
lefs  parade,  or  expenfive  follies,  when   the  fum    to  be 
managed  for  every  purpofe  was  fo  contracted.     But  the 
force  of  ceconomy  is   great ;  its  efHcacy  powerful  ;  and 
he  who  fpends  or  gives  when  'tis  proper,  and  only  when 
'tis  fo,  may  do  things  beyond  the  imagination  of  moft  *. 
(rrr)   Mis  edi£l  againft  the  epifcopal  clergy,  was  very 
cruel. 1     Cromwell  by  nature,  as  I  have  more  than  once 
had  an  opportunity  of  fhewing,  was  generous  and  hu- 
mane, kind  and  companionate;  but  when    he  was  pro- 
voked he  fhewed  his  refentment,  and  made  his  enemies 
(»}  See  Note  feel  the  weight  of  it.     With  refpecl:  to  religion  he  was 
(*0'  no  bigot  (k;;  and  yet3  exafperated  by  the  conduct   of 

the 

*  Turning  to  Thurloe,  I  find  the   following  eftimate  of  the   charge 
of  a  year,  ending  the  fir  ft  of  November  1657,     This  eftimate  is  fome- 

thing 
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epifcopal  clergy  was  very  cruel,  as  it  depriv- 
ed 

the  cavaliers,  who  had  To  fooliihly  rifen  againfl  him 
under  IV a  y ft  off >  Fewuddock^  and  Grove  in  the  weft,  he 
treated  -  the  clergy  of  that  party  very  rigoroufly.  In  a 
declaration  bearing  date,  Otiober  4,  1655,  we  find  the 
following  prohibitions.     6  His  highnefs,  by  the  advice  of 

*  his  council,  doth  publim,  declare  and  order,  that  no 
'  perfon  or  perfons  aforefaid  [whofe  eftates  had  been  fe- 
c  queftered  for  delinquency,  or  who  had  been  in  arms 
c  againfl  the  parliament]  do,  from  and  after  the  firft  day 
c  of  January  1655,  keep  in  their  houfes  and  families, 
c  as  chaplains  or  fchool-maflers,  for  the  education  of 
'  their  children,  any  fequeftered  or  ejected  minifler,  fel- 
i  low  of  any  college,  or  fchool -rnafter,  nor  permit  any 
'  of  their  children  to  be  taught  by  fuch,  upon  pain  of 

*  being  proceeded  againft  in  fuch  fort,  as  the  faid  or- 
4  ders  do  direct  in  fuch  cafes.  And  that  no  perfon  who 
'  hath  been  fequeftered  or  ejecled  out  of  any  benefice, 
c  college  or   fchool  for  delinquency  or  fcandal,  fhall, 

*  from    and  after  the  firft  day   of  January^  keep  any 

*  fchool,  either  public  or  private,  nor  any  perfon  who 
c  after  that  time  (hall  be  ejedled  for  the  caufes  aforefaid. 

thing  beyond- what  I  have  given  from  the  protestor's  fpeech  j  but  as  it 
has  the  air  of  exaclnefs  it  poflibly  may  deierve  the  attention  of  the  public. 

/.  i.  d. 

The  charge  at  fea    •                            -                 -                  094.^00  o     4. 

The  charge  of  the  army  in  the  three  kingdoms         -      1,132,489  o     o 

The  government                 -                                -                    200,000  o     o 
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Sum  is  -     •       2,36,989     o    Q 

The  prefent  Revenue. 

/.  Si   d. 

The  aiTeiTment  in  England,  Scodand  and  Ireland  2,464,000  4     o 

The  excife  and  cuiloms,  eftimated  at  700,000  o     o 

The  other  revenue  payable  into  the  receipt,  eftimated  at    198^00  o     O 

Sum  is  -  2,362,0:0     4     o 

N.  B.  Cromwell  had  only  400,000  1.  from  his  par- 
liament  towards  the  war  with  Spain,  See  Thur* 
loe,  Vol.  iv.  p.    596. 

Ff  3  «  And 
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ed  them  in  a  good  meafare  of  their  mainte-? 

nance,* 

s  And  that  no  perfon,  who  for  delinquency  or  fcan- 
s  dal,  hath  been  fequeftered  or  ejected,  fhall  from  and 

*  after  the  firft  day  of  "January  aforefaid,  preach  in  any 
4  public  place,  or  at  any  private  meeting  of  any  other 
4  perfons  than   thofe  of  his  own  family,  nor   fhall  ad- 

*  minifter  baptifm  or  the  Lords  Supper,  or  marry  any 
4  perfons,  or  ufe  the  book  of  Common-Prayer,  or  the 
c  forms  of  prayer  therein  contained,  upon  pain  that 
6  every  perfon  fo  offending  in  any  of  the  premifes,  fhall 

*  be  proceeded  againft,  as  by  the  faid  orders  is  provided 

*  and  directed.  And  to  the  end  all  perfons  concerned 
f  may  take  notice  hereof,  and  avoid  the  danger  of  any 

*  of  the  faid  penalties,  his  highnefs  doth  charge  and 
\  command  all  fheriff's  within  their  refpeclfive  counties, 
1  cities  and  towns,  to  caufe  this  declaration  to  be  pro- 

*  claimed  and  published.  Neverthelefs  his  highnefs 
f  doth  declare,  that,  towards   fuch   of  the  faid  perfons, 

*  as  have  fince  their  ejection  or  fequefi  ration  given,  or 
4  fhall  hereafter  give,  a  real  teftimony  of  their  godlinefs 

*  and  good  afFeclion  to  the  prefent  government,  fo  much 
(^Harleian  c  tendemefs  fhall  be  ufed,  as  may  confift  with  the  fafety 
Mifcdhny,  <  anc|  gO0Cj  0f  t^e   n^t\on   (0y _]t  WOuld  be  ukhfs 

240,  Mer-  *°  fpend  words  in  expofing  the  cruelty  of  this  declara- 
curlus  Poii-  tion.  Perfecution  is  written  on  the  face  of  it,  nor  is  it 
t:cus,  No,  capable  of  a  vindication.  We  are  told  that  fome  of  the 
mod:  considerable  epifcopal  clergy,  on  the  ifluing  jforth 
of  this  decree,  applied  to  archbifhop  Ufier^  to  ufe  his 
intereft  with  the  Protector,  *  That  as  he  granted  liberty 
4  of  confcience  to  almoft  all  forts  of  religions,  fo  the 

*  epifcopal  divines  might  have  the  fame  freedbra-ef  ferv- 

*  ing  God  in  their  private  congregaiions,  (fince  they 
4  were  not  permitted  the  public  churches)  according  to 
4  the  liturgy  of -the  church of  England;  and  that  nei- 
?,  ther  the  miniflers,  nor  thofe  that  frequented  that  fer- 

*  vice,  might  be  any  more  hindered  or  difturbed  by  his 
6  foldiers.  So  according  to  their  defsres,  continues  Dr. 
4  Parr,  he  went  and  ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours  with 

4  Crom- 
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nance,  and  of  their  liberty  of  worshiping 
God  according  as  appeared  beft  to  their  own 

under- 

'  Cromwell,  for  the  taking  off  this  reflraint,  which  was 

*  at   Jaft  promifed,   (though   with  foroe  difficulty)  that 

*  they  fhould   not   be    molefted,  provided  they  rnedled 

*  not  with  any  matters  relating  to  his  government :  but 

*  when  the  lord  primate  went  to  him  a  fecond  time,  to 

*  get  this  promife  ratified,  and  put  into  writing,— > 

€  Cromwell  answered  him  to  this  effect,  that  he  had  fince 
'  better  considered  it,  having  advifed  whith  his  council 
i  about  it,  and  that  they  thought  it  not  fafe  for  him  to 
1  grant  liberty  of  conference  to  thofe  fort  of  men,  who 
<  are  reftlefs  and  implacable  enemies  to  him  and  his  go- 

*  vernment;  and  fo  took  his  leave  of  him,  though  with 

*  good  words,  and  outward  civility:  the  lord   primate 

*  feeing  it  was  in  vain  to  urge  it  any  farther,  faid  little 
c  more  to  him,  but  returned  to  his  lodgings  very  much 
4  troubled,  and  concerned  that  his  endeavours  had  met 

*  with  no  better  fuccefs ;  when  he  was  in  his  chamber, 

*  he  faid  to  fome  of  his  relations  and  myfelf,  that  came 
'  to  fee  him,  Thisfalfe  man  hath  broken  his  word  with 

*  me,  and  refufes  to  perform  what  he  promifed  ;  well, 

*  he  will  have  little  caufe  to  glory  in  his  wickednefs, 
c  for  he  will  not  continue  long ;  the  King  will  return ; 
'  though   I  fhall   not  live  to  fee  it,  you  may :  the  go- 

*  vernment  both   in  church    and  frate  is  in  confufion, 

*  the  papifts  are  advancing  their  projects,  and"  making^)  Ufeo£ 
«  fuch  advantages   as    will   hardly    be  prevented  (/>)/  CJflier'  p" 
This  truly  venerable   primate  had  reafon   to  be  out  of    " 
humour.     For  whatever  might  have  been  the  practices 

of  many  of  the  epifcopal  clergy,  'tis  certain  there  were 
amongft  them  wife,  pious,  learned,  and  peaceable  men, 
who  merited  a  very  different  treatment  from  this  which 
was  given  them  by  Oliver.  Not  to  take  notice  that  it 
is  a  very  barbarous  thing  to  prohibit  men  the  ufe  of 
thofe  forms  of  addrefs  to  the  Deity,  which  they  ima- 
gine are  molt  honourable  and  acceptable  to  him. 
However,  in  juftice   to  the  Protector,  it  mult  be  faid, 

F  f  4  that 
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underftandings.       The    cavaliers    had    hard 
meafure  from  him,  as  they  were  (sss)  with- 
out 

.  ^ee       that  notwithstanding  this  declaration,  he  winked  at,  or 

Walker's      perrpitted  fome  worthy  episcopalians    to  officiate  in  the 

Suffering's    public  places  of  worfhip,  nor  do  we  find  that  they  fuf- 

pf  the  cjer-  (cre^  any  inconveniences  on  account  of  it.     The  books 

p.  23,24.     referred   to  in  the  margin  will  be  deemed  full  authority 

26. 69.  Foi.  by  thofe    acquainted    with  the   character  of  their    au- 

N°"f* T,714'  thors  {q).     So  that   fome  tendernefs  was  ufed   towards 

Life  of        fuch-as   were  not  of   obnoxious  characters,  though  it 

Bifliop  Bull,  cannot  be  doubted  but  many  innocent  and  worthy   men 

I'voL47''     mull  have  received  very  hard  meafure. 

1713.  (sss)  The  cavahcrs  bad  hard  meafure  from  him^  being 

fubjecled  to  heavy    taxes,  &c]       Cromwell^    though    an 

enemy,  had  fhewn  favour  to  the  cavaliers  in  a  variety 

of  inftances,  and   zeaioufiy   promoted    the  act  of  oblir 

vion   whereby   they    obtained    many   folid   advantages^ 

But  they  could    not  be  quiet.     They  were  continually 

plotting   how  to  bring  in  the  young  King,  and  refiore 

him  to  what  they  called   his  right.     For  in   the  eyes  of 

fhefe  men  nations  and  kingdoms  were  patrimonial  efrates, 

and    as   fuch  were  to   pafs  from  father  to  fon,  without 

afking  the  confent  of  thofe   who  conftituted  them.- 

What  made  them  more  forward  was  the  difcontenfc 
which  had  arifen  among  their  adverfaries,  on  CromweWs 
feizing  the  government,  and  excrcifing  the  fuprearn 
rule.  For  many  zealous  republicans  now  turned  againft 
him,  and  even  joined  with  their  fworn  foes,  to  com- 
pleat  his  deftruction.  So  blind  is  revenge  !  Among 
(A  See  Note  thefe  were  Overton  and  JVildman,  men  of  parts  and  in- 
(zzz).  tereft  in  the  army  (r).  But  nothing  was  concealed  from 
the  eye  of  Cromwell,  He  feized  many  of  the  confpira- 
tors,  and  difappointed  their  intended  infurredtions. 
Grove  and  Pmrudduck  appeared  however  in  the  weft, 
and  with  a  fmail  body  of  men,  carried  off  the  judges 
pn  the  circuit  at  Salifbury,  but  being  purfucd,  were, 
taken,  and  executed  at  Exeter,  Had  Cromwell  ftopt 
here,   had  he  only  punifhed   fuch  as  had   appeared  in 

arms. 
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eut  exception,    almoft,  rendered  fubjedt   to 

heavy 

arms,  or  truly  engaged  in  the  plot  againft  hun,  there 
had  been  no  blame.  Men  who  will  venture  on  fuch 
exploits,  muff,  take  the  confequences  j  nor  is  a  govern- 
ment to  be  blamed  for  making  them  examples.  But 
provoked,  Cromwell  went  much  farther.  He  puni&ed 
the  whole  body  of  cavaliers,  and  made  little  diflinclion 
between  them.     An  order  was  made  that  -  all  thofe  who 

*  had  ever  borne  arms  for  the  King,  or  declared  them- 
4  felves  to  be  of  the  royal  party,  fhould   be  decimated, 

*  that  is,  pay  a  tenth  part  of  all  that  eftate  which  they 
i  had  left,  to  fupport  the  charge  which  the  common* 
£   wealth  was   put  to,  by  the  unquietnefs  of  their  tern- 

*  pers  and  the  juft  caufe  of  jealou fy  which  they  had  ad- 

i  miniftered.'- -By   another  declaration,  4  they  were 

4  rendered  incapable  to  be  elected,  or  give  their  vote  in 
4  the  election  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  any  o$ke  or 
9  place  of  truft  or  government,  within   the   common- 

4  wealth  ;  or  to  hold  or  execute  by  them  felves  or  depu-  (j)SeeCla- 

*  ties,  any  fuch  office  or  place  till  his  highnefs's  com-  rendon,voi. 
4  mand  was  farther  known  (s).'     And  a  great  number  of  TV  p*  5?°* 

.  A'l  cretin  us 

perfons   of  quality   were   clapt   up   in   prifon,    againfl  p0iitkus, 
whom  little  more  was  to  be  alledged  than  that  they  had  No  276. 
been  of  the    royal    party.     This  treatment    could    not p' 5639* 
but  be  deemed  by  many,  hard,  and  unjuft.     But  Crom- 
well and  hb   council    undertook    |b   vindicate  it,  in   a 
declaration,  publi(hed   October  31,   1655,  wherein,  af- 
ter taking    notice   of  the  events   of  the  late  war  ;  the 
punctual  performance  of  the  articles  granted   to    the  ca- 
valiers ;  and   the  acl:   of  grace   and  oblivion  granted    to 
them,  in  order  to  heal  and  cement,  and  take  away  all 
feeds  of  difference  and  feparation  :  I  fay,  after  taking  no- 
tice of  thefe   things,  the  declaration  goes  on  to  obferve, 
4  That  there  can  be  no  other  conftru£Uon  made  of  the 
4  actings  of  that  party,  to  the  difiurbance  of  the  pub- 
4  lick   peace,  and  to  the  fubveriion  of  the  government,, 
*  but  that  they  are  implacable  in  their  malice  and  re~ 
f  venge,  and  never  to  be  drawn  from  their  adhering  to 

4  that 
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taxes  and  other  inconveniences. 


ac- 


*  that  oirfed  Intereft,  which  hath  been  the  {bedding  of 

*  fo  much  innocent  blood,  and  almofl  the  ruin  and 
G  deftruclion  of  tbefe  lands.' — —As  to  the  act- of  obli- 
vion,   againft   which   thefe  proceedings  were  deemed 

contrary,  it  was   anfwered,- s  That  the  parliament, 

6  by  that  a£t,  intended  not  only  an-  oblivion  of  the  of- 

5  fences  of  die  party,  [the  cavaliers]  but  that  this  kind- 
s  nefs  fhould  be  anfwered  with  obedience  on  their  party 

*  and  produce  a  real  change  in  their  principles  and  in- 
c  tereft,  as  to  the  common  caufe  this  great  conteft  had 
4  been  about,  for  otherwife  this  a£t  cannot  be  eonfiderecf 

*  as  obligatory  to  thofe  who  gave  it :  and  in  this  cafe 

6  forbearance  from   outward   action   will  not  avail,  to 

*  intitle  to  the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  if  yet  there  be 
6  malice  and  revenge  in  the  heart,  and  fuch  a  leaning 
$  and  adhering  to  the  old  intereft,  that  nothing  is  want- 
&  ing  in  the  difcovery  thereof,  but  a  fitting  opportunity  - 
s  for  as  fuch  men  cannot  in  juftice  and  ingenuity,  claim 
&  the  benefit  of  an  act  of  favour  from  the  fupream  roa- 

*  giftraie,  to  whom  they  themfelves  be  enemies,  (o  nei~ 
s  ther  is  that  magiftrate  bound  in  juftice  before  God  or 

*  men  to  give  it  to  them,  if  he  hath  reafon  to  believe 
$  from  the  courfe  of  their  converfations  that   they  are 

*  fuch,  and   that  their    intentions  towards  the  govern- 

*  ment,  under  which  they  live,  are  the  fame   as  when 

*  they  were  in  open  arms  againft  it,  and  is  at  liberty  to 

*  carry   himfelf  towards  them,  as  if  no  fuch  acl  had 

4  been.  Nay,  he  may  proceed  againft  them  with  greater 
*-  feverity,  inafmueh  as  he  hath  ufed  the  laft  means  to 

*  reclaim  them  without  fruit,  and  knows  by  experience, 
s  that  nothing  but  the  fword  will  reftrain  them  from 
?  blood  and  violence.     Then  if  this  be  the  cafe  between 

*  us  and  the  late  King's  party,  to  wit,  that  they  have 

5  notoriouily  manifefted  it  to  the  confciences  of  all  men, 

*  that  they  do  not  only  retain  their  old  principles  and 
5  ftill  adhere  to  their  former  intereft,  in  direct  oppofi- 
5  tlon  to  the  government  eftabliihcd,  but  have  been  all 

'  along 
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account  of  the  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  of 

feme 


*  along  hatching  new  difturbances,  and  endeavouring  as 
4  well  by  fecret  and  bloody  aftaffinations,  as  by  open 
4  force  to  introduce   the   one,  and  overthrow  and  fub- 

*  vert  the  other  ;  it  will  not  be    thought  ftrange  upon 

*  any  account  whatfoever,  that   we  did  lately  fecure  fo 

*  many  of  the  men  of  that  intereft,  although  they  were 
4  not  viflbly  in  arms  upon  the  late  infurredion  ;  nor 
4  that  we  have  laid  a  burden  upon  fome  of  their  eftates, 
4  beyond  what  is  impofed  upon  the  reft  of  the  nation, 
4  towards  the  defraying  of  that  charge  which  they  are 

*  the  occafion   of,  with   fome  other  things  which  weMn  . 

4  have  round  necellary  in  this  time  or  danger  to  direct  ti0n,  p.  is, 
4  concerning  them,    for  the  peace   and  fafety   of   the  4to-  Prin- 
4  whole  (/).'     After  this  follows  a   clear  and  diftincl  ^^^ 
narrative  of  the  plot,  fupported  by  fuch  evidence  as  ap-  ry  Hills  ana 

peared  to  the  government  convincing. But  what  ]°^n  Field, 

was  all  this  to  the  innocent? -Yes,  proceeds  the  de-  u"??rf  tor 

claration,   c  Admit  that  fome  of  that  party  were  as  in-  the  Lord 
4  nocent,  as  they  would  now  have  it  believed  they  were,  Proteaor, 
€  enough  hath  been  done  by  their  fellows  in  a  common  *  ^5* 

*  caufe  (which  hardly  any  of  them  know  how  to  dif- 
6  own,  which   they  love,  and  of  which  they  glory)  to 

*  draw  the  whole  party  under  a  juft  fufpicion,  and  the 
4  confequences  thereof:  all  that  are  peaceably  minded 
4  in  the  nation  are  ready  to  fay,  thefe  are  the  men  of 
4  whom  we  go  in  danger,  and  certainly  it  is  both  ju(t 

*  and  necellary,  that  all  thofe  of  whom  the  people  have 

*  reafon  to  be  afraid  (not  only  as  their  profeft  enemies, 

*  but  alfo  numerous)  mould  pay  for  fecuring  the  (late  (u)  ia.?. 
4  againft  that  danger  which  they  are  the  authors  of  (a).*  3s- 

'. 4    I  hat  character  of  difference  between  them  and 

4  the  reft  of  the  people,  which  is  now  put  upon  them, 
4  is  occaftoned  by  themfelves,  not  by  us ;  there  is  no- 
'  thing  they  have  more  induftrioufly  laboured  in  than 
4  this,  to  keep  themfelves  feparated,  and  diftinguiftied 
4  from  the  well-arTecled  of  this  nation :  to  which  end 
f  they  have  kept  their   converfation  apart,  as  if  they 

*  would 
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feme  of  their  party.     Nor   rauft  it  be  for- 
gotten 

4  would  avoid  the  very  beginnings  of  union,  have  bred 

*  and  educated  their  children  by  the  fequeftred  and 
4  ejected  clergy,  and  very  much  confined  their  rnar- 
4  riages  and  alliances  within  their  own  party,  as  if  they 

4  meant  to  entail  their  quarrel,  and  prevent  the  means 
6  to  reconcile  poilerity;    which,  with   the  great   pains 

*  they  take  upon  all  occafions  to  lefien,  and  fupprefs  the 

5  efleem  and  honour  of  the  Englijh  nation,  in  all  their 
4  anions  and  undertakings  abroad,  ftriving  withal  to 
4  make  other  nations   diftinguifh  their  intereft  from  it, 

*  gives  us  ground  to  judge  that  they  have  feparated 
G  themfelves  from  the  body  of"  the  nation  ;  and  there- 
c  fore  we  leave  it  to  all  mankind  to  judge,  whether  we 
4  ought  not  to  be  timely  jealous  of  that  feparation,  and 

*  to  proceed  fo  againir  them,  as  they  may  be  at  the 
t»  Dech-  c  charge  of  thofe  remedies  which  are  required  againft 
ration,  &c.  c  the  dangers  they  have  bred  (#).'  Such  are  the  prin- 
P*  3**         ciples  on  which  this  rigour  was  juftified  I  Principles  un- 

juft  and  tyrannous,  and  fit  to  fupport  the  moft  arbitrary 
and  deftru&ive  meafures!  And  accordingly  they  have 
been  made  ufe  of  by  L'  Efirange  profeiTedly,  to  infti- 
gate  the  magiftrate  to  crufh  the  party  that  oppofed  him. 

4  That  which  is  fawce  to  a  goofe,  fays  he,  is  fa  wee 

4  to  a  gander.     They  that  thought  this  proceeding  law- 
}  ~  xr«r"   '  ful  and   reafonable,  from   Cromwell  to  the  cavaliers, 

vator,  wo.  ■*  1 

357.  *  will  certainly  never  think  it  hard  in  return,  from  a 

(as)  Seethe  «  rightful  prince  to  a  band  of  traytors  (y ).'  It  were  to 
lavinfiTan1  nave  Deen  wifhed,  fome  have  thought,  that,  no  fuch 
extraordina-  principles  had  been  acted  on  in  a  much  more  modern 
ry  Tax  on  period,  by  men  who  profeffed  and  gloried,  in  words  at 
efthe  Pa-  ^^  m  aliening  the  caufe  of  liberty  (z).  It  is  faid 
pifts,  in  this  declaration  was  drawn  up  by  the  lord  commiifioner 
Torbuck's  piennes9  once  governor  of  Brijhl,  for  the  furrender  of 
tary  De-  *  which  he  was  fentenced.  to  death  by  a  court-martial, 
bates,  vol.,  but  pardoned  by  the  kindnefs  of  the  Earl  of  EJJex,  then 
yiiL  p.  285.  \or$  general  for  the  parliament.  Lord  Clarendon  tells  us, 
j.„'Jt         f>  That  when  this  declaration  was  fent  to  Cologne*  the 

4  King 
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gotten  here  to  mention  his  inftitutson  of  ma- 
jor- 

*  Kin<y  caufed   an   anfwer  to  be   made  to  it  upon  the 

*  grounds   that   were  laid  down  in  it ;  and  as  if  it  was 

*  made  by  one  who  had  been  always  of  the  parliament 
6  fide,  and   who  was  well    pleafed  to  fee  the  cavaliers 

*  reduced   to  that  extremity ;  but  with  fuch  reflections 

*  upon  the  tyranny  that   was  exercifed   over  the  king- 

*  dom,  and  upon  the  foulnefs  of  the  breach  of  truft  the 

*  Protector  was  guilty  of,  that  it  obliged  all  the  nation 

*  to  look  upon  him  as  a  deteftable  enemy,  who  was  to  («)  Vol,  vi. 
c  be  removed  by  any  way  that  offered  itfelf(tf).'     The  P*  57a* 
writer  of  this,  it  feems,  was  his  lordfhip  himfelf,  who  has 

alfo   affumed   the  merit,  fuch  as  it   is,  of  mod  of  the,,.  „ 
anfwers  to  the  parliament's  declarations  before  the  war,  Aoa>3  yfe 
which  have  been  generally  given  to  Charles  himfelf  (b),  vol.  i.  p. 
The  *  letter  from  a   true  and  lawful  member  of  parlia-  a63> &  Fa*~ 
ment)  and  one  faithfully  engaged  with   it  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  to  the  endj  I  believe  is  the  anfwer  in- 
tended ;  it   exactly  fuiting  the  defcription  given  by  his 
lordfhip,  and  mould  therefore  be  added  to  the  lift  of  his 
writings.     Sir  Peter  Pett,  I  know,  in  his  *  Future  hap- 
py flat  e  of  England/    fays    it   was    attributed    to  Lgrd 
Holies  -,  though  I  cannot  find  it  mentioned  by  any  wri- 
ter among  his  works.     I  will  conclude  this  note  with  a 
fpecimen  of  the  anfwer  to  this  declaration  contained   in 
the  above  letter,  that  it   may  appear  how  deeply  Crom- 
well's   proceeding  was   refented    by  the    royal     party, 
c  You  have,  fays  the  writer,  cancelled  all  obligations  of 
4  truft,  and  taken  away  all  poffib-le  confidence  from  all 
c  n)gn  that  they  can  ever  enjoy  any  thing  that   they  can 
'  call  their  own  during  this  government;  and  having  fo 
c  little  pleafure  left   them  in   life,  they    will  prefer  the 
'  lofing  it  in  fome  noble  attempt  to  free  their  country 
c  and  themfelves  from  the   bondage  and  fervitude  they 

*  live  under,  to    the  dying  ignobly  in  fome  loathfome 

*  prifon,  when  you  pleafe  to  be  afraid  of  them. 

*  When  the  defpair  you  have  put  them  into  fhall  make 

*  them  confider,  that  as  the  mifery,  calamity,  fervitude 

1  and 
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jor-generals  (ttt),  who  in  a  variety  of  iri- 

fiance 


*  and  infamy  under  which  the  three  kingdoms  fuffer$ 
d  proceed  entirely  from  you,  fo,  that  they  will  be  de- 

*  termined  by  you.  That  the  general  hatred  and  de- 
8  teftation  of  you  is  fuch,  that  it  is  very  probable  that 

*  thole  noble  patriots,  whofe  fpirits  fhall  be  raifed  to 
(i  deftroy  you,  fhall  not  only  reap  unutterable  honour 
6  from  it,  but  find  fafety  in  it,  either  from  the  confu- 
6  fion  that  miift  inflantly  attend,  or  from  the  abhorring 
r*  your  memories  to  thofe  that  fhall  furvive  you.     If  they 

*  ihall  perifh  in  or  upon  their  attempt,  what  a  glorieus 
4  fame  will   they  leave   behind  them?     What  a  fweet 

*  odour  will  their  memories   have  with  the  prefer) t  and 

*  fucceeding  ages  ?     Statues   will   be  erected  to   them, 

*  and  their  names   recorded   in  thofe  roles,  which  have 

*  preferved  the  Bruti^  the  H&ratitj  the  Fabii,  and  all 
4  thofe  who  have  died  out  of  debt  to  their  country,  by 
r'  having  paid  the  utmoft  that  they  owed  it ;    their  me- 

'  *  rits  will  be  remembred,  as  thofe  of  the  primitive  mar- 

*  tyrs,  and  their  children  and  kindred  will  be  always 
e\  r  .♦  „  *  looked  upon  as  the  defendants  from  the  liberators  of 
fiomatrue  *  their  country,  and  eileemed  accordingly;  their  fate 
and  lawful  «  wi}}  be  like  his  in  the  fon  of  Sirach,  If  he  die,  he 
*  tm  r  c  Raw  leave  a  greater  name  than  a  thoufand  :  and  if  he 
j.  6za  63,     s  live,  he  Ihall  increafe  it  (c).* 

(ttt)  Major- generals  who  lorded  it  ever,  and  op- 
preffed  the  country. ]  At  the  fame  time  that  Cromwell  had 
determined  to  decimate  the  cavaliers,  he  projected  a  di- 
vifion  of  the  kingdem  into  feveral  diftricls,  over  which 
he  placed  officers  of  trull:  and  confidence,  who  were  to 
infpeit  into  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  and  treat 
them  according  to  orders  received  from  the  Protector. 
The  number  of  thefe  men  were  eleven,  diftinguifhed 
by  the  title  of  major-generals,  who  prefided  over  the 
counties  of  England,  in  the  manner  following. 


Kent  and  Surry,  Colonel  Kelsey. 

Suffix*  Hampfbire,  Berk/hire^  Colonel  Goffe. 
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:ances    lorded    it  over  and   opprefled   the 


country . 


Ghucefier?  Wllts^  Dorfei9  S-rnnerfet^  Dewn?  CsrnwalU 
General  Disborowe. 

Oxbn,  Bucks,  Hertford?  Cambridge,  itte  of  Efy9  Ej/ex^ 
Norfolk?  Suffolk?  Lord  Deputy  Fleetwood. 

London?  Major-General  Skippgn. 

Lincoln,  Nottingham?  Derby?  Warwick^  Leicejler*,  Com- 
oaifiary- Genera!  Whailey. 

Northampton?  Bedford?  Rutland?  Huntington^  Major 
Butler. 

Worcejler?    Hereford?    Salop?    North  Waks^    Colonel 

SERRY-  i  .  (i)  Merer*. 

Cbeflxire?  Lanm/hira?  Staffordjkire,  Colonel  WorsLE  Y.  rms  politic 

Torkjhire?  Durham^  Cumberland?  Wefimorland?  Nor-  c^h  No. 
ihumberland^  Lord  Lambert.  iVii^' 

Weftminjler?  Middlefex?  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower?  Thurf©er 
Colonel  Barestead  (d).  vol.  iv. F« 

The  ccrarmfllosi  given  to  Difiorowe  is  preferved  In 
Thurloe's  collections.  As  it  may  be  acceptable  to  fbme 
readers,    I    will   here  infert  it.— — €  Oliver  Lord  Pro- 

*  teclor  of  the  commonwealth  of  England?  Scotland  and 

*  Ireland?  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  to 
i  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved  major-general  John 

*  Difbroive?   greeting.      We  repofing   fpecial  truft  and 

*  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  difcretion,  courage,  expe- 
6  rience,  and  conduct  in  military  affairs,  do  hereby  con- 

*  ftitute  and  appoint  you  the  faid  major-general  Dif- 
c  hrowe  to  be  major-general  of  all  the  militia  forces 
'  raifed  and  to  be  raifed  within  the  counties  of  Cornwall, 
6  Devon?  Sotnerfett,  Dorfett?  Wilts  and  Gloucejler ; 
*•  which  faid  forces  you  are  by  virtue  of  this  commiffion 
4  to  receive  into  your  charge  as  major  general,  and  the 
4  fame  to  train  and  exercife  in  arms,  and  to  command, 
4  lead,  and  conduct   for  the  fervice  of  us  and  the  com- 

*  monwealth,  keeping  them   in   good  order  and  difct- 

*  pline.     And   all  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  faid  forces 

*  are  hereby  required  to  obey  you  as  their  major-general 

«  for 
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country.— But  there  was  yet  farther  rea 


fori 


*  for  the  faid  fervice.     And  you  are  to  obferve  and  fol- 
#%rp,     ,      4  low  fuch  directions  as   you   (hall  from  time  to  time 

\e}  inurioe,  .   ■      f  .  J  ,  v     ;  . 

v©}.  Hi. "pr    6  receive  rrom  ourtelf.     Given   at  Ivhitehall  the   28th 
4?^.  *  day  of  May,  1655.      Signed  Oliver  P.  (*)' 

Fart  of  the  infractions   to  the  major-generals  were, 

*  To  endeavour  to  fupprefs  all   tumults,  infurrections, 

*  rebellion  or  other  unlawful  affemblies  which  fhall  be 
fi  in  the  fatd  counties  ;  to  difarm  all  papifts,  and  fuch 
4  as  have  been    in  arms  againft    the  parliament,  and  all 

/'  others  who  are  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  nation  5 

*  to  apprehend  thieves  and  robbers,  and  profecute  them 

*  according  to  law;  to  have  a  ftrict  eye  upon  the  con- 
4  verfatior*  and  carriage  of  all  difaffected  perfons  within 

*  the  feveral  counties ;  to  permit  no  horfe-races,  cock- 

*  fightings,  bear  or  ftage-plays;  to  compel  the  idle  to 
4  labour,  and  provide  employment  and  maintenance  for 

*  the  poor  and  impotent.  To  thefe  were  added  orders 
s  to  encourage  godjinefs  and  virtue  in  their  conftant  car- 

*  riage  and  conversion,  and  to  difcottrage  their  contra- 
s  ries;  as  well  as  to  take  an  exact  account  of  what  pro- 

..  „.    ~     t   c  ceedings  had  been  upon  the  ordinance  for  ejecting  of 

tws  Politl-    *  ignorant,   infufficient    and    fcandalous   minifters    and 

cus,  No.      *  fchoolmafters  {/)*     Moreover,  all    perfons  who   had 

&S9,  pi        t  |j0rne  arms  againft  the  parliament,  or  that  lived  dif- 

*  folutely,  or  without  a  calling,  or  at  a  high  rate,  hav- 

*  Ing  no  vifible  eftate  anfwerable  thereunto,    were  to 

*  give  bond  with  two  fu reties  in  fuch  fu ms  as  the  major- 

*  generals   feoujd  think  fit   (with  refpect  to  their  quali- 

*  ties)  for  their  own  peaceable  demeanor ;  for  revea  ing 

*  any  plots  or  confpiracies  that  came  to  their  jcnowledge  ; 

*  and  for  their  perfonally  appearing  at  fuch   time   and 

*  place  as  the  major  general    or  his  deputy  inould  ap- 

*  point,  and   as  often  as   they    fhould  direct  ;  and  alfo 

*  that  they  fhould  not  change  their  places  of  abode  with- 
.              c  out  g'ving  notice,  and  declaring  to  the  maj#r  general 

a?8  L         *  or  ms  deputy  the  place  to   which  they  were   about  to 

5829.  *  remove  {g).'     It  is   very  evident  from  thefe  inftruc- 
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fori  to  complain,-- — He  made  ufe  of  pack'd 

juries 


tions  that  the  major-generals  had  the  country  very  much 
in  their  power :  and  it  appears  that  they  made  ufe  of  it 
in  the  manner  which  the  Protector  intended.  The  ca- 
valiers were  forced  to  dance  attendance ;  to  fubmit  to 
decimations  $  to  have  their  houfes  fearched,  and  their 
perfons  imprifoned.  But  nothing  can  convey  fo  good 
an  idea  of  their  actions  as  their  own  accounts,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  Thurloe's  papers,  one  or  two  of  which 
I  will  infert.— — Major-general  JVorJley  in  a  letter  to 
fecrettry  Tburke,   dated   Stafford,    December  8,    1655, 

writes  as  follows : c  Yefterday  we  had  a  meeting 

at  this  town  ;  and  I  have  made  a  good  progrefs  in  our 
bufinefs.  We  have  aliened  divers,  and  the  reft  muff: 
expect  it  with  all  fpeed,  I  doubt  not  but  before  the 
five  and  twentyth  of  this  inftant.  I  hope  we  fhall 
pay  our  county  troope  out  of  what  we  have  done 
already,  and  provide  you  a  confiderable  fum  for  other 
ufes.  We  have  fent  out  warrants  to  give  notice  to 
the  whole  county,  and  our  day  of  meeting,  when 
we  fhall  fit  upon  the  ordinance  for  ejecting  of  fcanda- 
lous  minifters.  We  have  difarmed  the  difaffected  in 
this  county.  Wee  (hall  now  fall  of  fnapping  fome  of 
our  old  blades,  that  will  not  let  us  be  quiet.  There 
is  fo  few  in  that  ordinance  for  fcandal,  that  they  have 
much  adoe  both  here  and  in  other  countries  to  get  a 
coram.  I  commend  that  to  you  from  the  commif- 
fioners  upon  their  defire ;  and  alfoe  in  their  name  to 
believe,  that  what  is  in  their  power  {hall  not  be  want- 
ing to  effect  what  they  have  received  from  his  high- 

nefs   and   council. P.  S.  Wee   underfland  that 

Mr.  Halfoe  is  taken  at  London  :  if  foe,  he  may,  I  be* 
lieve,  difcover  divers  of  our  Lancajhire  and  Che/hire 
gentlemen.  Wee  have  found  an  eftate  of  Penridock^ 
that  was  executed,  and  have  ordered  it  to  be  fequef- 
tered  ;  for  I  have  taken  orders  for  the  takeing  of  fecu- 
rity  for  all  difaffected  perfons  in  that  country.  I  hope 
fhortly  to  give  you  a  good  account  of  the  reft  of  the 
G  g  «  countyes 
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juries    on   fome    occafions,    and    difplaced 

judges 

c  countyes  (b)9- — Dijbrowe?  another  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
(i)  Thur-  writes  as  follows  to  the  proteclor,  in  a  letter,  dated  Sarum, 
p.  5oo.  Qec-  l%*  I^55«— c  I  have  received  your  letter,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  lord  Seymour,  and  have  perufed  his 
6  to  your  highnefs;  wherein  I  find  no  more  than  any 
€  Cavalier  in  the  weft  of  England  (hall  pretend  for  hiin- 
€  felf.  J  muft  confefs .  I  mould  be  glad  of  a  real 
6  change  5  but  I  humbly  conceive,  without  fome  publicque 
V  declaration   to  the  world  by  him  of  the  alteration  of 

*  his  fpirit  and  principles,  and  of  his  real  engagement 
i  to  the  prefent  government,  it  will  but  open  a  door, 

*  and  give  occailonto  the  enemy  to  cry  out  of  our  par- 

*  tialjty;  efpecially  if  favour  and  refpect  mall  be  (hewn 
c  to  him,  and  denied  to  others^  that  will  doe  as  much, 
c  if  not  more,  than  he  hath  done.  If  his  fpirit  be  fuch 
c  as  he  can  cordially  clofe  with  the  people  of  God,  (as 

v  * -capt.  Burgefs  feems  to  hold  forth)  he  will  not  be  a- 

*  (named  to  difown  that  intereft,  wherein  he  formerly 
6  engaged ;  and  for  fatisfa&ion  of  friends  manifeft  his 
s  integrity  to  the  publick.  However,  for  the  prefent, 
4  the  commiffioners  underflanding  your  highnefs's  plea- 
s  fure,  feem  willing  to  let  him  alone,  untill  they  be 
&  afcertained,  whether  there  be  any  difference  betwixt 

him   and  his  former   practices.     Yefterday   we  pro- 
ceeded upon   taxing   7  or  8  of  this  county,  amongfl 
whom  was  Sir /James  Thynn,  who  was  at  the  firft  a 
little  averfe,  and  did   plead  as  much  innocency  as  my 
lord  Seymour  hath  done  ;  but,  at  laft,  having  no  re- 
fuge, was  conftrained  to  comply  ;  and  I  think  of  thofe 
8,  which  we  have  already  dealt  withall,  the  fum  will 
amount,  to  6  or  700/.  per  annum.     There  are   four 
more  to  appear  this  morning;  and  then  I  intend  for 
Blandford,.  to  attend    the  Dorjetjhire  gentlemen,  and 
fo  to  Marlborough i  where  there  are  20   more   to  be 
-fummoned.     In  my  laft,  I  gave  Mr.  Secretary  a  lift 
of   fome    names  for   Cornwall,  Devon,    Somerfet   and 
Dorfetty  to  be  iherifFs  j  and  have  prefented  your  high- 

*  nefs 
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e  iiefs  with  3  for  Wilis>  the  two  former  being  of  the1 

*  laft   parliament,    and   figning  the  recognition.     For 

6  Gloucefler  I  mull  crave  leave  till  I  come  upon   ther,  «k,«J^ 

ff  place  (z). — But  fining  the  Cavaliers  was  not  tnevoi.  jv#  ?i 

fole    bufmefs    of  the    major-generals:    other  employ- 3Z4« 
ment  they  had,    as  we    find    in   another  letter   from 
Disbrowe  to  the  protector,  dated  Wells  >  Jan.  ji  1655* 
- — -'  I  had  not  tyme  by  my  laft  to  give  your  highnefs 

*  an  account  of  all  my  proceeds,  therefore  mall  take 
4  the  bold nefs  at  prefent  to  acquaint  your  highnefTe,  that 
4  at  Briftol  intimation  was  given  me   by  fome  honeM 

*  people,  that  fundry  of  the  aldermen  and  juftiees  were 
s  enemies  to    the    publique   intereft,    retayninge   their 

*  old     malignant     principles,     difcountenancinge    the 

*  godly,  and  upholding  the  loofe  and  prophane 
4  which  indeed  is  a  difeafe  predominatiflge  in  mod 
4  corporations.     Now  I  judged  it  my  duty  to  declare 

*  againft  fuch,  wherefoever  I  find  them*  but  refolved  to 

*  do  it  with  as  little  noyfe  as  I  could  ;  and  in  order 
4  thereunto  I  made  my  repair  to  Mr.  Mayor,  and  ac- 
e  quainted  him,  that  fuch  of  his  bretherene  I  under- 
6  flood  were  foe  and  foe ;  and  defired  him  from  me  to 
4  advife  them  tacitly  to  refigne,  otherwife  I  mould  be 

*  neceffitated  to  make  them  publique  examples.  Where- 
4  upon  Mr.  Mayor  engaged  to  deale  faithfully  with 
4  them,  and,  as  I  underftand,  they  have  taken  my  ad- 
4  vice,  which  will  make  way  for  honefter  men.  There 
4  were  aifo  articles  of  delinquency  proved  againfl:  nine 
4  of  the   magiftrates  of  Tewksbury,  and  particularly  a- 

*  gainft  Hill  their  towne  clarke  :  I  have  alfo  difmifTect 
4  them,  and  four  of  the  common  councell  of  GlouceJieri 

4  for  adheringe  to  the  Scotts  King's  intereft  (k).'- — ^-One  (k\li\f6 
inltance  more  of  the  behaviour  or  thefe  major-generals 
will   give  the  reader  a  tolerable  good  view  of  them.     It 
is  contained  in  a  letter  from  major-general  Haynes  to 
Thurloe,    dated   Bury,  .  Augujl    15,    1 655.  -— — .  c  I   am 

*  going  into  Norfolke  to  morrow,  where  we  fhall  make 
'  the  moft  ufe  of"  it  -,  [a   letter   from  his  highnefs]  and 

*  I  hope  it  will  quicken  them  in  their  endeavours  upon 
4  the  election-day  at  hand,  in  which  they  have  been 
ft  much  difcouraged  by  the  potencie  of  the  adverfe  par- 

G  g  %  *  ty. 
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judges  for  refufing  (uuu)  to  follow  his  di- 
rections. 


«  ty.     Yett  all  the  ftrength  can  be  gott  is  endeavoured 

*  to    crowde  in  my  lord-deputy    [Fleetwood']  amongft 
c  them,  that  the  honeft  people  may  have  fome  one  in 

*  parliament  to  addrefs  themfelves  to.     I  am  doing  my 

*  moft  to  avoid  the  election  of  John  Hubbert  of  Nor- 
€  wichr  and  Mr.  Ph.  Woodhoufe^  againft.  whom  you  have 

,  4  fomething  already  by  you  from  major  Harvy,  which 
vol.  v^pf*  '  ^ts  noPei^>  if  tney  Should  carry  it  here,  will  not  pafs 
311,  *  with  you  (/).' -Thefe  proceedings  of  the  major- 

generals,  founded  on  no  law,  but  the  will  of  the  pro- 
tector., rendered  them  generally  odious,  and  raifed  a 
mighty  clamour  againft  them  in  the  kingdom.  A  par- 
liament being  called  they  were  fpoken  againft,  even  by 
court  dependants,  and  foon  afterwards  abolifhed  by 
Cromwell,  as  unacceptable  and  burthenfome  to  the 
people.  From  henceforth  we  read  of  no  more  decima- 
tions. 

(uuu)  He  packed  juries  on  occafion^  and  difplaced  judges 

for   refufing    to  follow    his   directions.  ]     Here   are    my 

proofs.— — *  When  judge  Hale  was  on  a  circuit,  he 

*  underftood  that  the  protector  had  ordered  a  jury  to 
6  be  returned  for  a  tryal  in  which  he  was  more  than 
c  ordinarily  concerned  :  upon  this  information  he  ex- 
'  amined  the  fherifT  about  it,  who  knew  nothing  of  it ; 

*  for  he  faid  he  referred   all  fuch  things  to  the  under- 

*  fheriff,  and  having  next  afked  the  under-fheriff  con- 

*  cerning  it,  he  found  the  jury  had  been  returned  by 
6  order  from  Cromwell ;  upon  which  he  fhewed  the  fta- 
4  tute  that  all  juries  ought  to  be  returned  by  the  fheriff 

*  or  his  lawful  officer ;  and  this  not  being  done  accord- 

*  ing  to  law,  he  difmifled  the  jury,  and  would  not  try 

*  the  caufe :  upon  which  the  protector  was  highly  dif- 

*  pleafed  with  him,  and  at  his  return  from  the  circuit, 

*  he  told  him  in  anger,  he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  judge,  to 
.,     *  which  all  the  anfwer  he  made  was,  That  it  was  very 

%Im-<  true  (*»).' 

That 
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redtions.  He   committed    men   illegally 


to 


That  this  may  be  true  is  rendered  very  probable  by 
letters  to  Thurloe,  part  of  which  I  will  here  tranfcribe. 
The  firft  is  from  Mr.  Dove,  high-meriff  of  Wilts,  dated 
Sarum,  March  29,  1655,  relating  to  the  intended  try- 

als   for  rebellion  againff.   the  protector. c  I  under- 

4  ftand  a  commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  is  ifTued  out 
'  for  tryall  of  the  rebels  in  the  weft  ;  and  ther  is  a  mif- 
c  truft  of  my  under-fherifFe.     Sir,  I  refolve,  that   noe 

*  one  man  mall  be  returned  in  the  one  or  other  juries, 

*  but  fuch  as  may  be  confided  in,  and   of  the   honeft 

c  well  affected  party  to  his   highnefs,  and  the  prefe*jj> 
c  government.     Yf  there  be  but  enough  to  be  found  of 

*  them  through  the  whole  county  (which  I  hope  there 

*  is)  it  is  and  will  be  my  greateft  care  for  that  bufmefs 

4  to  fee   it  punctually  done,  and  not  truft  my  under-  (»)  Thurlo^ 
c  fheriffe  therewith  (n).'     I  fuppofe  he  was   as  good  asV0V"i,"Pi 
his  word,  for  both  the  juries  I  find  highly  commended  3*  ' 
by  the  follicitor,  and  other  of  his  highnefs's   agents,  in 
their  accounts  of  the   trials  of  the  unhappy  fuffcrers. — 
Colonel    Lilburne,    in  a  letter   to    the  fecretary,  dated 
Yorke,  April  10,   1655,  has  the  following  paffage,  on  a 

*  like  fubject.  *  As  for  jurors,  happily  the  law  may 
€  give  liberty  to  choofe  them  without  the  liberties  of 
'  this  city,  both  fact  and  act  rifeing  in  the  county,  and 
c  then  we  fhall  doe  pretty  well :  but^  ifotherwife,  there 
4  fhall  be  no  diligence  or  care  wanting  to  pick  upp  fuch 

*  as  are  right  (<?).' Practices  of  this   nature  could  (0)  Id.  p, 

not  but  be  dangerous  to  the  fubjecl.- What  is  (aid  36o« 

in  the  text  concerning  Oliver's  difplacino;  of  judges, 
is  founded  on  the  authority  of  Whitlock.  c  Baron  Thorpe, 
'  and  judge  Newdigate,  fays  he,  were  put  out  of  their 
c  places,  for  not  obferving  the  protector's  pleafure  in  all 
6  his  commands  (/>).'  I  know  not,  whether  I  ought  toM  M 
infert  under  this  head  the  difplacing  Whitlock  and  Wid-  t-ld\h  0.6*5. 
drington,  commiflioners  of  the  great  Seal,  for  refufing 
to  proceed  according  to  an  ordinance  made  *  for  the 
c  better  regulating  and  limiting  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 

G  g  3  High 
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to  prifon,  and  permitted  them  not  to  enjoy 
(www)  the  benefit  of  the  laws.     He  caufed 

men 

6  High  Court  of  Chancery.'  PofTibly  the  protector, 
however  he  might  be  miftaken,  really  thought  his  regu- 
lation for  the  public  good,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
blamed  for  difmiiiing  fuch  as  were  not  to  be  prevailed 
on  to  concur  with  him  therein.— Thefe  gentlemen, 
however,  as  they  were  deemed  by  the  proteclor  men 
of  honour  and  abilities^  were  employed  in  other  de- 
partments, and  enjoyed  his  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment. His  fpeech,  on  the  taking  away  the  feal  from 
thefe  commiffioners,  was  remarkable.  '  The  protestor, 
c  in   the  council- chamber,  very   gravely  told    us,    fays 

*  Whitlock,  that  he  was  forry  fome  of  us  could  not  fa- 

*  tisfy  our  own   confciences,  to  execute  the  ordinance 

*  concerning  the  Chancery,  which  they  were  informed 

*  had  much  good  in  it  to  the  publick,  but  he  confefled, 

*  that  every  one  was  to  fatisfy  himfelf  in  matters  to  be 
6  performed  by  him,  and  that  he  had  not  the  worfe 
4  opinion  of  any  man  for  refufing  to  do  that  whereof 
6  he  was  doubtful ;  but  in  this  particular  the  affairs  of 
f  the   commonwealth  did  require   a   conformity  of  the 

*  officers  thereof,  and  their  obedience  to  authority,  and 

*  (being  fome  of  us  refufed  to  execute  this  act,  as  was 

*  enjoyned)  they  were  compelled  thereby  to  put  this  charge 

*  of  the  cuftody  of  the  great  Seal  into  the  hands  of  fome 

*  others,  who  might  be  fatisned  that  it  was  their  duty 
ji  to  perform  this  command,  and  to  put  the   ordinance 

iz6.  '  P°  '  *n  executi°n  (?)  ' '  I  nave  feid  the  proteclor  poffibly 
was  not  to  be  blamed  for  his  conduct  in  this  affair ;  the 
reader,  however,  muft  judge  of  this. 

(www)  He  committed  men  illegally  to  prifon,  and  per- 
mitted them  not  the  benefd  of  the  laws.]     The  author  of 

*  the  World's  Miftake  in  Oliver  Cromwell'  will  fupply 
me  with  fufficient  proofs  of  this.     \  To  prove,  fays  he, 

*  that  Oliver's  time  was  full  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice, 

*  I  mail  but  inftance,  in  a  few  of  many  particulars,  and 
i  begin  with  John  Lilburne^  not  that  I  think  him  in  any 

«  kind 
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men  to  be  tried   before  new  created  tribu- 
nals, 

c  kind  one  that  deferved  favour  or  refpe&,  but  that 
4  equal  jufliee  is  due  to  the  word,  fo  well  as  to  the 
4  beft  men,  and  that  he  comes  firft  in  order  of  time. 

*  1.  John^  in  1649,  was,  by  order  of  the  then  par- 

*  liament,  tryed  for  his  life,  with  an  intent,  I  believe, 
f  of  taking  him  away,    but   the  jury  not  finding  him 

*  guilty,  he  was  immediately,  according  to  law,  gene* 
f  roufly  fet  at  liberty  by  thofe  that  had  quarrel  enough 

*  againft  him.     This   example    in   the   parliament,  of 

*  keeping  to  the   laws  in  the  cafe  of  one,  who  was  a 

*  profefled  implacable  enemy  to  them,  ought  to  have 

*  been  copied  by  Cromwell;  but,  in   the   contrary,  to 

*  fhew  that  there  was  a  difference  betwixt  his  and  his 

*  predecefTors  (the   long  parliament's)  principles,  when 

*  the  law  had  again,  upon  a  fecond  trial  (occafioned  by 
c  Oliver)  cleared  LUkurne^  the  parliament's  fubmitting 
\  to  the  law  was  no  example  to  him ;  for,  Contrary  to 
c  law,  he  kept  him  in  prifon,  untill  he  was  fo  far  fpent 

*  in  a  confumption,  that  he  only  turned  him  out  to 
c  dye. 

*  2.  Mr.  Conie's  cafe  is  fo  notorious  that  it  needs  but 
c  little  more  than  naming :  he  was  a  prifoner  at  Crom- 
6  well's   fuit,  and    being   brought  to  the  King's-Bench 

*  barr  by  a  Habeas  Corpus,  had  his  counfell  taken  from 

*  the  barr,  and  fent  to  the  Tower  for  no  other  reafon, 
c  than   the  pleading  of  their  client's  caufe;  an   acl  of 
1  violence,  that,  I  believe,  the  whole   ftory  of  England 
c  doth  not  parallel.'     This  was  on  the  18th  of  May9 
1655.     The  gentlemen  thus  committed,  were  Maynard9 
Tw'ifden  and   Windham^  men  of  great  eminence  in  their [.„  .See^?- 
profeffion,  who  could  find  no  releafe  from  their  impri-  ticus   No." 
fonment,  but  by  humbly   petitioning  the  protector  (r).298.  p. 
But  to  go  on. 5354> 

c  3dly,  Sir  Henry  Vane^  above  any  one  perfon,  was 
c  the  author   of  Oliver's  advancement,  and   did  fo  long 

*  and   cordially  efpoufe  his  intereft,  that  he  prejudiced 
'  himfelf  (in  the  opinion  of  fomc)  by  it,  yet  fo  ungrate- 

G  g  4  c  ful 
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nals,    and  adjudged   to   death   without  the 

verdid: 


e  ful  was  this  monfter  of  ingratitude,  that  he  ftudied  to 
'  deftroy  him,  both  in  life  and  eftate,  becaufe  he  could 
c  not  adhere  to  him  in  his  perjury  and  falfenefs.     The 

*  occafion  he  took  was  this :   he  appointing  a  day  of 

*  humiliation,  and  feeking  of  God  for  him,  invited  all 

*  God's  people   in  his  declaration,  to  offer  him  their 

*  advife  in  the  weighty  affairs  then  upon  his  moulders : 

*  Sir  Henry  taking  a  rife  from  hence  offered  his  ad- 

*  vice  by  a  treatife   called   the  Healing  Quejlion ;    but 

*  Cromwell^  angry  at  being  taken  at  his  word,  feized, 
4  imprifoned,   and  endeavoured   to  proceed  further   a- 

*  gainft  him,  for  doing  only  what  he  invited  him  to 
<  do. 

*  4-thly,  In  Richard's  affembly,  certain  prifoners  in 
'  the  Tower,  under  the  then  lieutenant,  and  fome  fent 

*  thence  to   Jerfey,  and  other  places   beyond  the  fea, 

*  complained  of  falfe  imprifonment.     Their  goaler  was 

*  fent  for,  and   being  required  to  fliew  by  what  autho- 

*  rity  he  kept  thefe  perfons    in  hold,  produceth  a  pa- 

*  per  all  under  Oliver's  own  hand,  as  followeth.     Sir,  I 

*  pray  you  feize  fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  and  all  others 

*  whom  you  fhall  judge  dangerous  men  ;  do  it  quickly, 

*  and  you  fhall   have  a  warrant  after  it  is  done.     The 

*  nature   of  this  warrant  was  by  Richard's  affembly  de- 

*  bated,  and  having  firft  Richard's  own  [counfeli's  opi- 
<  nion  in  the  cafe,  as  ferjeant  Maynard,  &c.  they  vot- 

*  ed  the  commitments  of  the  complainants  to  be  ille- 

*  gal,  unjuft  and  tyrannical  y  and   that,   firff,  becaufe 

*  the  warrant  by  which  they  were  committed,  was  un- 

*  der   the  hand  of  the  then  (as  they  called  him)  chief 

*  magifirate,  who,  by  law,  ought  not  to  commit  any 
c  by  his  own  warrant.     Secondly,  Becaufe  no  caufe  was 

*  fhewn  in  the  warrant;    and  thirdly  (in   the  cafe  of 

*  thofe  fent  out  of  the  reach  of  a  Habeas  Corpus,  which 
€  in  law  is  a  banifhment)  Becaufe  no  Englijhman  ought 
s  to  be  baniihed  by  any  lefs  authority  than  an  a&  of 
J  parliament.     And,  therefore,  for  thefe  reafons  they 

*  voted 
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verdidt  of  a  jury.     Thefe  courts  were  ftiled 

High 

c  voted  farther,  that  the  prifoners  fhould  be  fet  at  liber- 

*  ty  without  paying  any  fees  or  charges.     But  the  turn- 

*  ing  out,  and  punifhing  the  lieutenant  by  the  afTembly 

*  (for  obeying  fo  unjuft  a  warrant)  was  prevented  by  **•*  ^ 

'  their  fudden  diflblution  (s),9     Moil  of  the  fads  here  p,  ia*J \^ 
recited  are  well  known  to  thofe  verfed  in   this  part  of 
the  Englijh  hiftory,  and  may  be  eftablifhed  on  the  beft 
authorities.     But   on    confulting    the  Journals   of   the 
parliament,  here  referred  to,  I  find  a  miftake  relating 

to  the   commitments  by   Oliver, On  Saturday  the 

26th  of  Feb.  1658,  fay  the  Journals,  Mr.  Terill  6  re- 
ported from  the  grand  committee  of  the  houfe  for 
grievances  and  courts  of  juftice,  the  Hate  of  the  cafe, 
concerning  Mr.  'John  Portmans,  a  prifoner  in  the 
Tower,  as  it  appeared  to  the  committee ;  viz.  That 
the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  the  third  of  February^ 
1657,  received  a  letter  from  the  late  lord  protector, 
early  in  the  morning,  directing  him  to  apprehend  Mr. 
John  Portmans  (amongft  others)  forthwith :  that  the 
fame  day,  in  the  afternoon,  a  warrant  was  fent  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  under  the  hand  of  the  late 
lord  protector,  to  require  and  authorize  him  to  ap- 
prehend and  imprifon  Mi.  Portmans :  that  the  fame 
night,  or  fhortly  after,  upon  that  warrant,  Mr.  Port- 
mam  was  taken  by  a  lieutenant  and  about  fix  foldiers, 
under  the  command,  and  by  the  order  and  direction, 
of  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower ;  and  hath  ever 
fithence  remained  a  prifoner  there,  without  any  tryal, 

or  other  proceedings  had  againfl  him/ '  On  the 

26th  of  March  following,  the  warrant  for  the  com- 
mitment and  detaining  major-general  Overton  in  the 
Ifle  of  Jerfey  was  read  ;  and  was  figned  Oliver  P. ; 
and  directed  to  the  governor  of  the  lfle  of  Jerfey  or 
his  deputy ;  and  was  in  thefe  words ;  viz.  Thefe  are 
to  will  and  require  you  forthwith  to  receive  into  your 
charge  the  bodies  of  Robert  Overton,  major  Norwood, 

and   Sir  Thomas  Armflrong,  and Jfefton,  efq; 

and 
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High  Courts  (xxx)  of  juftice,  the  terror  of 

the 


*  and  them  detain,  under  fecure  imprifonment,  in  the 
'  cafile  of  Jerfey,  until  you  (hall  receive  further  orders 
'  from  us :  and,  for  fo  doing,  this  fhail  be  your  war- 
6  rant.     Given  at  Whitehall^  the  8th  of  January,  1657. 

*  Thefe  commitments  were  voted  by   the  houfe  illegal 

*  and  unjuft,  and  the  gentlemen  were  ordered  to  be  dif- 

*  charged  from  their   imprifonment.' It  appears  ai- 

fo  from  the  Journal  of  the  fame  day,  that  the  commit- 
tee found,  i  that  divers  commoners  of  England  had,  by 
€  illegal  warrants,  been  committed  to  prifon  into  the 
4  iflands  of  Jerfey^  and  other  the  iflands  belonging  to 
e  this  commonwealth,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Habeas 
e  Corpus.'  Thus  we  fee  that  Cromwell^  who  had  op- 
pofed  and  punifhed  Charles  for  his  illegal  acts,  became  an 
imitator  of  him,  and,  in  fome  of  thefe  inftances,  went  even 
beyond  him  :  for  I  queftion  whether  all  Charles's  reign 
can  produce  fo  daring  a  violation  of  the  right  of  the 
fubject,  as  bis  imprifoning  Maynard  and  his  brethren,  for 
pleading  in  behalf  of  Coney  their  client :  nor  is  there  a 
greater,  than  the  imprifoning  and  baniming  men  on  his 
own  warrant?  and  depriving  them  of  the  benefit  of  the 
laws  made  for  their  relief.  Vain,  indeed,  might  the 
unhappy  fuiterers  have  faid,  were  the  efforts  madeagainft 
the  King,  when  the  effect:  of  them  was  ftill  flavery  and 
oppreffion  ! 

(xxx)  The  high  courts  of  ju/lue.j  The  erection  of  a 
high  court  of  juflice  for  the  trial  of  Charles  gave  rife 
to  many  others.  When  the  nature  of  the  fuppefed 
crime  was  fuch  as  fell  not  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
common  law ;  when  the  perfons  accufed  were  of  a  qua- 
lity which  might  incline  a  jury  to  treat  them  with  com- 
panion and  regard  ;  or  when  they  had  been  engaged  in 
actions  popular,  though  illegal,  it  was  then  thought 
proper  by  thofe  in  power  to  erect  high  courts  of  juflice, 
in  order  that  offenders  might  not  efcape  punilhment. 
Thefe  courts  were  conftituted  of  commiffioners  named 
hy  the  government,  who  performed  the  fevera!  offices 


of 
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the   Royalifts,    as  their  enemies  were  their 

judges ! 

of  judges  and  juries,  and  determined  concerning  the 
law  and  the  fact.  The  Attorney-General  generally  ma- 
naged  the  evidence  againft  the  prifoners,  and  few  efcaped 
who  were  cited  before  thefe  tribunals.  The  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  and  the  lords  Holland  and  Gapel,  Chri/lopher 
Love  and  Mr.  Gibbons^  with  fome  others,  were  fen- 
tenced  to  die  by  courts  thus  conftituted,  who,  probably, 
before  another  kind  of  judicature,  would  have  met  with 
a  milder  treatment,    though,    as   the  laws  then  were, 

they  could  not  but  be   deemed   offenders.— — When 

Cromwell  came  to  the  government,  he  made  ufe  of  the 
fame  methods  of  trial  on  feveral  occafions :  and  in  the 
year  1 656,  the  parliament  palled  c  an  act  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  highnefs  the  lord  protector  his  perfon,  and 
continuance  of  the  nation  in  peace  and  fafety.'  In 
the  preamble  it  is  faid,  c  Forafmuch  as  the  profperity 

and    hhty  of  this  nation -very  much  dependeth, 

under  God,  upon  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the 
perfon  of  his  highnefs ;  and,  for  that  it  hath  mani- 
kftly  appeared,  that  divers  wicked   plots  and  means 

have  been  of  late  devifed   and  laid to  the  great 

endangering  his  highnefs  perfon,  and  the  embroyling 
this  commonwealth  in  new  and  inteftine  wars  and 
feditions ;  therefore  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  perfon 
(hall  attempt,  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the 
lord  protector,  and  declare  it  by  open  deed ;  or  fhall 
advifedly  and  malitioully  proclaim,  declare,  publifh 
or  promote  Charles  Stuart,  or  any  other  perfon  claim- 
ing from  the  late  King;  or  fhall  aid  and  affifl,  hold 
intelligence  with,  or  contribute  money  towards  the 
affiftance  of  the  faid  Charles  Stuart9  his  brothers  or 
mother,  &c.  then  all  and  every  the  offences  above- 
mentioned  fhall  be  adjudged  to  be  high  treafon  :  and 
that  in  all  fuch  cafes,  and  upon  all  fuch  occafions, 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  keeper,  or  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  great  feal  of  England  for  the  time 
being,  are  authonfed  and  required  from  time  to  time, 

1  «  by 
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judges ! If  to   all  thefe   things  we   add 

the 


*  by  warrant  from  his  highnefs  to  iffue  out  one  or  more 

*  commiffion  or  commiffions,  under  the  great  feal  of 

*  England,  to  —  &t  — > or  any  feventeen  or   more 

€  of  them :  which  faid  commiffioners  fhall  have  autho- 

*  rity  to   hear,    examine    and   determine   all   matters, 

*  crimes  and  offences  aforefaid  ;  and   alfo  to  hear  and 

*  determine   all  mifprifions  of  the  treafons  in   this  a£t 

*  mentioned,  and  to  take  order  f<$f'charging  the  offend - 

*  er  or  offenders,  with  all  or  any  the  crimes  aforefaid^ 

*  and  for   the  receiving   their   perfonal   anfwer   there - 

*  unto ;  and  for   examination  of  witneffes  upon   oath, 
c  and  thereupon,  or   upon  the  confeffion  of  the  party, 

*  or,  in  default  of  fuch  anfwer,  to  proceed  to  conviction 

*  and  final   fentence,  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  and 
,    c  mifprifion  of   treafon,    according  to  jufttce   and   the 

c  merits  of  the  caufe — — Commiffioners  were  alfo  ap- 
c  pointed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 

*  -This  act  was   to  continue  in  force  unto  the 

€  end  of  the  laft.  feffion  of  the  next  parliament,  and  no 

(0  Scobel.  <  longer  (/).'  By  this  laft  claufe  it  feems  fufficiently 
evident  that  the  framers  of  this  law  were  fenfible  of  its 
Severity  and  ill  confequences.  However,  this  feemed 
to  give  a  fanction  to  it.  But  what  is  unreafonable  ne- 
ver fatisfies.  It  was  urged  that  trials  by  juries  were 
the  birthrights  of  Englijhmen\  that  all  trials  for  trea- 
fon were  to  be  had  and  ufed  only  according  to  the  due 
order  and  courfe  of  the  common  laws  of  the  realm, 
and  not  otherwife,  upon  inqueft  and  prefentment  by 
the  oaths  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  upon  good 
and  probable  evidence  and  witnefs ;  and  that  if  any 
thing  be  done  to  the  contrary,  it  fhall  be  void  in  law, 
redreffed  and  holden  for  error  and  nought:  and  if  any 
ftatute  be  made  to  the  contrary,  that  fhall  be  holden  for 
none.  That  to  proceed  againft  any  without  legal  in- 
dictment, prefentment  and  trial,  in  the  way  of  the 
high  courts  of  juftice,  was  very  unequitable ;  the  com- 
miffioners themfelves  being  both  grand  and  petty  jury, 

and 
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the  violation   of  the  privileges    of   (yyy) 

par- 

and  judges  likewife,  if  not  parties  interefted,  to  whom 
no  peremptory  or  legal  challenges  could  be  made  ;  and, 
finally,  that  fuch   proceedings  were  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta ;  the   petition  of  right ;  the  declarations  of  the  M  jseeofthe 
parliament :  and  to  an  article  in  the  inftrument  of  go-  Gerard, 
vernment  which  was  fworn  to  by  the  protector  him-  Vowel,  and 
felf  (u). How  sood  foever  thefe  pleas  might  have  Pr'^ewtt» 

*       V    /  ,  o       r  n,       .  .  r      r  1  .     in  the  2d 

been,  they  were  not  luttered  to  be  of  ule  to  the  pn-  voi.  0f  state 
foners.     Judges  are  generally  well  enough  fatisfled  of  Tryals, 
the  authority  by  which  they  act,  and  will  not  have  it  Fo1,  I73°* 
queftioned.     To  demur  to  the  jurifdiction,  or  refufe  to 
anfwer,  is  equivalent  to  the  cleareft  proof  of  guilt,  and 
judgment  is  accordingly  given.     However,  the  protec- 
tor had  his  end  by  this  method  of  proceeding.     '  He 

*  thought  it  more  effectual,  fays  Whitkck,  than  the  ordi- 
c  nary  courfe  of  tryals  at  the  common  law,  and  would 

c  the  more  terrify  the  offenders  (x) :'  and  terrify  it  did  ;  rfais?  w™~ 
for,  on  the  erection  of  the  laft  high  court  of  juftice, 
according  to  Clarendon,  c  it  put  all  thofe  who  knew  how 

*  liable  they  themfelves  were,  under  a  terrible  confter- 

*  nation.  Whitlock  would  not  fit  when  nominated 
as  a  commifiioner,  it  being,  as  he  fays,  againft  his 
judgment. This  is  to  his  reputation. 

(yyy)  The  violation  of  the  privileges  of  parliament  % 
&c]  Crimwell  feems  to  have  had  honeft  intentions, 
when  he  adopted  the  form  of  chufing  members  of  par- 
liament, which  his  old  matters  had  prefcribed.  '  He 
<  did  not  obferve,  therefore,  the  old  courfe  in  fending 

*  writs  out  to  all  the  little  boroughs  throughout  Eng~ 

*  land,  which   ufe  to  fend  burgefles  (by  which  method 

*  fome  fingle  counties  fend  more  members  to  the  parlia- 

*  ment  than    fix  other  counties  do)  he  took  a  more 

*  equal  way,  by  appointing  more  knights  for  every  fhire 

*  to  be  chofen,  and  fewer  burgefles  ;  whereby  the  num- 
4  ber  of  the  whole  was  much  leffened ;  and  yet,  the 

*  people  being  left  to  their  own  election,  it  was  not, 
4  by  him,  thought  an  ill  temperament,  and  was  then 

1  ge- 
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parliament^    fo   much  and   fo  juftly   com* 

plained 

(y)  Claten- «  generally  locked  upon  as  an  alteration  fit  to  be  morg 
p?49%  '  V1° 6  warrantably  made,  and  in  a  better  time  (y).3  Indeed, 
at  firft  fight,  it  appears  that  very  little  room  was,  or 
could  be  given  in  this  way,  for  bribery  and  corruption, 
whether  from  private  hands  or  the  publick  exchequer* 
The  firft  fpeech  to  the  parliament  that  met  September  3, 
1654,  was  calculated  to  footh  the  members,  as  well  as 
give  them  great  hopes  from  the  new  government.  After 
having  told  them  what  things  he  had  already  done,  and 
what  a  profpecl  there  was,  through  their  means,  of  ad- 
vancing the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  the  protector  ad° 
ded,  c  Having  faid  this,  and,  perhaps,  omitted  many 
&  other  material  things  through  the  frailty  of  my  me- 

*  mory,  I  mail  exercife  plainnefs  and  freedom  with  you, 

*  in  telling  you,  that  I  have  not  fpoken  thefe  things  as 
€  one  that  aflumes  to  himfelf  dominion  over  you  5  but 

*  as  one  that  doth  refolve  to  be  a  fellow  fervant  with 
6  you,  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  great  affairs,  and  to  the 

*  people  of  thefe  nations.'  The  parliament,  after  fome 
needful  preliminaries,  fell  upon  bufinefs.  On  the  5th 
of  September  it  was  refolved  by  them  that  the  houfe 
do  take  the  matter  of  the  government  into  debate  the 
firft  bufinefs  to  morrow  morning.  On  that  day  it  was 
again  refolved  upon  the  queftion,  that  the  fubjec^-mat- 
ter  of  the  debate  to  morrow  morning  mall  be,  whether 
the  houfe  fhall  approve  the  government  fhall  be  in  one 
fmgle  perfon  and  a  parliament.  Accordingly,  on  the 
three  following  days,  this  important  fubjec-f,  was  de- 
bated, wherein   the,  courtiers  and   republicans  exerted 

(.^journals,  themfeives  (z).  Cromwell  was  alarmed  at  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, and,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month,  fent  a 
mefTage  to  the  parliament,  defiring  them  to  meet  him 
in  the  painted  chamber.  The  members  being  come3 
he  made,  according  to  his  cuftom*  a  long  fpeech,  ex- 
prefling  his  refentment  at  their  conduct,  telling  them 
what  he  expected  from  them,  or  elfe  what  they  mufl 
fruft  to.     Among  others   we  find  the  following  paf- 

fagLes* 
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plained  of,    by  writers    of  different   parties 

and, 


fages.     *  At  that  meeting  [the  opening  of  the  parlia- 

*  ment]  I  did   acquaint  you  what  the  firft  rife  was  of 

*  this  government  which  hath  called  you  hither ;  and9 
irr^h^authority  of  which  you  came  hither.  Among 
other  things  that  I  told  you  of  then,  I  faid  you  were, 
a  free  parliament,  and  fo  you  are,  whilft  you  own  the 
government  and  authority  that  called  you. hither ;  for, 
certainly,  that  word  implied  a  reciprocation,  or  it 
implied  nothing  at  all.  Indeed  there  was  a  recipro- 
cation implied  and  exprelTed ;  and,  I  think,  your  ac- 
tions and  carriages  ought  to  be  fuifable  :  but  I  fee  it 
will  be  neceflary  for  me  now  a  little  to  magnify  my 

office  ;  which  I  have  not  been  apt  to  do. -I  had 

this  thought  within  myfelf,  that  it  had  not  been  dif- 
honeft,  nor  difhonourable,  nor  againft  true  liberty,  no 
not  of  parliaments,  when  a  parliament  was  fo  chofen* 
in  purfuance  of,  in  conformity  to,  and  with  fuch  an. 
approbation  and  confent  to  the  government,  fo  that 
he  that  runs  might  read  by  what  authority  you  came 
hither,  that  an  owning  of  your  call,  and  of  the  au- 
thority bringing  you  hither,  might  have  been  required 
before  your  entrance  into  the  houfe  ;  but  this  was  de- 
clined, and  hath  not  been  done,  becaufe  I  am  per-' 
fwaded  fcarce  any  man  could  reafonably  doubt  you 
came  with  contrary  minds.  And  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve the  people  that  fent  you  lead:  doubted  thereof  at 
all ;  and  therefore  I  mull  deal  plainly  with  you  :  what 
I  forbore  upon  a  juft  confidence  at  firft,  you  neceffi- 
tate  me  unto  now;  that,  feeing  the  authority  that 
called  you  is  fo  little  valued,  and  fo  much  flighted, 
till  fome  fuch  alTurance  be  given  and  made  known, 
that  the  fundamental  intereft  of  the  government  be 
fettled  and  approved,  according  to  the  provifo  con- 
tained in  the  return,  and  fuch  a  confent  teftified  as 
will  make  it  appear  that  the  fame  is  accepted,  I  have 
caufed  a  ftop  to  be  put  to  your  entrance  into  the  par- 
liament houfe,-    I  am  forry,  I  am  forty,  and  I  could 

*  be 
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and  perfwafions^  we  fhall  be  able  to  form 

fome 


*  be  forry  to  the  death,  that  there  is  caufe  for  this :  but 

*  there  is  caufe,  and  if  things  be  not  fatisfied  that  are 

*  reafonably  demanded,  I,  for  my  part,  fhall  do   that 

*  which  becomes  me,  feeking  my  counfel  from  God. 

*  There  is  therefore  fomewhat  to  be  offered  to  you, 

*  that,  I  hope,  will  anfwer,  being  underftood  with  the 

*  qualifications  that  I  have  told  you  of;  reforming  cir- 

*  cumftantials,  and  agreeing  in  the  fubftance  and  fun- 

*  damentals,  which  is  the  government  fettled,  and  is 

*  exprefled  in  the  indenture  not  to  be  altered.     The 

*  making  your  minds  known  in  that,  by  your  giving 

*  your  affent  and  fubfcription  to  it,  is  that  which  will 

*  let  you  in  to  act  thofe  things  as  a  parliament,  which 

*  are  for  the  good  of  the  people.     And  this  thing  (hew- 

*  ed  to  you,  and  figned  as  aforefaid,   doth  determine 

*  the  controverfy,  and  may  give  a  happy  progrefs  and 
c  ifliie  to  this  parliament.     The  place  where  you  may 

(a)  Parlia-    *  come  thus  and  fign,  as  many  as  God  fhall  make  free 
mentary       <  thereunto,  is   in  the  Lobby  without  the   parliament 

vol.  xx!  p.   *  door  (*)•' In  this   ftrain  fpoke  the  protector, 

349.  368.  who,  agreeably  to  his  threats,  caufed  a  flop  to  be  put 
to  their  entrance  into  the  parliament  houfe,  by  guards, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  had  fubfcribed  the  following  re- 
cognition :  '<  I  do  hereby  freely  promife  and  engage,  to 
4  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  lord  protector,  and  the 
c  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  3  and 
6  fhall  not,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  indenture, 
4  whereby  I  am  returned  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 

*  ment,  propofe,  or  give  my  confent,  to  alter  the  go- 

*  vernment,  as  it  is  fettled  in  one  perfon  and  a  parlia- 
(*)  Jouraals.  <  merit  '(by     This  was  immediately  fubfcribed  by  the 

fpeaker,  Lenthall>  and  many  others ;  and  after  its  being 
explained    *  to  comprehend  not  the  whole  inftrument 

*  of  government,  but  only  what  concerned  the  govern- 
4  ment  of  the  commonwealth,  as  it  was  then  fettled 

.  .    *  in  one  perfon  and  a  parliament  (c).'     Much  the  great- 

'er  part  of  the  houfe  followed  the  example.    However, 
2  this 
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fome  tolerable  judgment  of  his  illegal  and 
tyrannical  a&ions. 

Pof- 

this  act.  fTuck  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  members ;  be- 
tween whom  and  the  protector  there  was  fo  little  good 
will  that  he  difmiffed  them  at  the  end  of  five  months, 
the  term  fixed  by  the  inftrument  of  government  for  their 
fitting,  with  a  fpeech  full  of  reproaches.  Mr.  Ludlow^ 
and  many  others,  fpeak  loudly  againft  thefe  proceed- 
ings of  Cromwell*  and  fcruple  not  to  tax  them  with  ty- 
ranny.  —  *'  So  foon,  fays  he,  as  this  vifible  hand  of 

*  violence  appeared  to  be   upon  them  [in  the  affair  of 

*  the  recognition]  mofr.  of  the  eminent  ailertors  of  the 

*  liberty  of  their  country  withdrew   themfelves,  being 

*  perfwaded  they  fhould  better  difcharge  their  duty  to 

*  the  nation  by  this  way  of  expreffing  their  abhorrence 
'  of  his   tyrannical    proceedings,  than   by  furrendering 

*  their  liberties  under  their  own  hands,  and  then  treat- 

*  ing   with   him   who   was  poflefled  of  the  fword,  to  j^  voi"  u. 

c  recover   fome  part  of   them   again  (d).'— — Ano-  p.  501. 

ther   contemporary   fpeaks  in   a  like   ftrain.      '  Thefe 

'  grave,  necefTary  and  important  debates,  fays  he,  were 
'  no  fooner  entered  into,  than  in  contempt  of  all  pri- 
*•  viieges  of  parliament,  which  will  not  allow  matters 
'  in  debate  to  be  taken  notice  of,  the  Protector,  like  a 
4  King,  Nam  impune  qucelibet  facer  e^  id  eji,  re  gem  ejfey 
'  fummons  them  into  his  prefence,  with  the  higheitand 

*  fharpeft  language,  reproaches  them  for  difputing  his 

*  authority,  by  whom  they  were  called  together ;  re- 
'  quires  them  to  renounce  and  difclaim  that  liberty,  be- 

*  fore  they  proceeded  to  farther  confultation,  and  to  that 
'  purpofe  delivered  an  inftrument,  without  fubfcribing 
'  to  which,  the  band  of  foldiers  which  guarded  the  door 
c  of  the  parliament   houfe,  would   not    fuffer  any  man 

*  to  enter,  whereupon  a  major  part  of  the  parliament 
'  departed  to  their  houfes,  and  they  only  went  in  who 
6  fubmitted  to  the  conditions,  which  many  afterwards 
c  did,  who  in  detection  of  the  violence,  at  that  time 
'  had  forborne   to   fubfcribe.     Thus  he,  who  without 

H  h  «  ib* 
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c  the  confent  or  privity  of  a  dozen  perfons,  had  afTumed 
c  to  himfelf  the  title  and  ftile  of  Protector  of  three 
6  kingdoms,  and  therefore  found  a  general  fubmiffion, 
c  becaufe  he  had  bound  himfelf  within  a  fhort  time  to 
c  call  a  parliament,  that  might  fettle  the  government, 
c  when  it  was  now  met  and  poffefled  of  the  power  it 
c  was  to  have,  becaufe  they  came  together  upon  his 
«  call,  would  not  fufFer  them  to  queftion  any  thing  he 

*  had  done,  or  what  he  fhould  do  hereafter,  their  fub- 
'  miffion  (as  he  faid)  to  his  authority  of  furnmoning 
«  them,  being  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  his  powers 
c  which  he  would  not  endure  to  be  argued  againft,  with- 

*  out  calling  to  mind  (befides  the  practice  of  thefe  laft 
{e)  Letter  *  ill  years)  that  by  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  law,  any 
from  a  true  <  reflraint  from  altering  or  revoking  an  ordinance  or  acl: 
and  lawful  <  Qf  parliarnent  kfelf,  is  void,  being  againft  the  jurif- 
Parliament,  '  diction  and  power  of  parliament  (tf).'-— — But  this 
p.  54.         treatment  was  nothing  when  compared  with  that  which 

he  gave  many  members  returned  to  the  parliament  Sep- 
t ember  17,   1656.     After  it   was  deemed  expedient  (by 
reafon  of  the  Spani/h  war)  to  call  a  parliament  to  meet  at 
this  time,  every  art  was  made  ufe  of  ufual  on  thofe  oc* 
cafions,  money  excepted,  to  procure    a  choice  of  fuch 
members  as  might  fall  in  with  the  views  of  the  Protec- 
tor.    Scotland  and  Ireland  were   in  his  own  hands,  and 
if)  Thur-   tne  menibers  fent  from  thence  were  to  be  depended  on, 
loe,  vol.  v.  three  only   of  the   latter  excepted,  who  met  not  with 
P- 4-77-        approbation  (f).     In  England  things  went  not  fo  well, 
rftive  of  the  ^  or  though,  ft  is  faid,   182  of  Cromwell's  kinfmen,  de- 
late Parlia-  pendants,  placemen  or  officers,    were  chofen   (g),  yet 
ment,  in  the  were  a  great  number  of  zealous  republicans  and  anti- 
tiieHarhi-  courtiers,  of  different  principles,  returned,  who  wanted 
an  Mifcel-    not  will  or  ability  to  give  much  interruption  to  the  bu- 
la«y>  P«  44c».  fmefs  and  defigns  of  the  government.     This  was  well 
known,  and  therefore  without  ceremony,  admiffion  was 
given  to  none  who  produced  not  a  certificate,  figned  by 
the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  in  chancery,  c  that  he 
a)  Jour-      c  was  returned  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament,  and 
nals.    And  t  approved    by  the  council,  [Oliver's]  (h).'     This   was 
rhwr  oe,      undoubtedly  an  high  a£r.  of  tyranny,  and  furpafled  any 
453, ;        thing  to  be  met  with  in  our  hi&ories.     The  gentlemen 

unap- 
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unapproved  were  about  one  hundred  ;  fifty  fix  of  whom 
fent  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  Sir  Thomas  Widdrington^ 
which,  was  read  in  the  houfe  the  next  day,  in  thefe 
words.  '  Sir,  We  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed  (with 
4  others)  being  chofen,  and  accordingly  returned  to  ferve 

*  with  you  in  this  parliament ;  and,  in  difcharge  of  our 

*  truft,  offering  to  go  into  the  houfe,  were,  at  the  lobby 
4  door,  kept  back  by  foldiers  :  which,  Jeft  we  fhould  be 

*  wanting  to  our  duty  to  you,  and  to  our  country,  we 

*  have  thought  it  expedient  to  reprefent  unto  you,  to  be 

*  communicated  to  the  houfe,  that  we  may  be  admitted 
4  thereinto.'  After  the  reading  this  letter  it  was  ordered 
'  That  the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  in  chancery  be 
4  ordered  to  attend  the  houfe  to  morrow  morning,  with 

*  all  the  indentures  of  returns  of  knights,  citizens,  and 
4  burgefles,  chofen  to  ferve  in  this  parliament.'  The 
deputy  of  the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  attended  then 
with  the  returns,  which  being  examined,  confirmed  the 
truth  of  what  the  fecluded  members  had  written. — The 
houfe  being  acquainted  that  the  clerk  of  the  common- 
wealth was  himfelf  at  the  door :  ffe  was  called  in ;  and 
by  order  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  him, 
4  That  upon  the  perufal  of  the  indentures,  it  appears, 
4  divers  perfons  are  elected,  which  are  not  returned  to 
4  the  houfe :  and  he  was  demanded  by  what  order  it 
4  was  done.  He  returns  this  anfwer :  that  he  received 
'  an  order  from  his  highnefs's  council,  that  he  fhould 
4  deliver  tickets  to  all  fuch  perfons,  and  fuch  only,  as 

*  being  returned  to  ferve  in  parliament,  fhould  be  cer- 
'  tified  unto  him,  from  the  council,  as  perfons  by  them 
4  approved  :  and  that  he  did  receive  feveral  orders  of 
4  approbation  for  feveral  perfons ;  and  fo  he  made  out 
e  the  tickets.'  Being  demanded  whether  he  had  the  or- 
der itfelf :  anfwered  he  knew  not  whether  it  were  at  the 
door.  But  being  withdrawn  ;  and  again  brought  in  by 
the  ferjeant ;  he  delivered  in  the  order,  fubfcribed  by 
Mr.  JeJJorp^  clerk  of  the  council.  This  order  being 
read,  it  was  refolved  the  next  day,  '  That  this  houfe 
'  doth  defire  the  council   to  give   unto  this  houfe  on 

*  Monday  next,  their  reafons,  why  thofe  members,  who 
4  are  returned  from  the  feveral  counties  and  boroughs 

Hh  2  4  for 
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*  for  members,  are  not  approved ;  and  why  they  are 
f  not  admitted  to  come  into  the  houfe.'  Accordingly  on 
Monday,  the  22d  of  September^  c  The  lord  commiffioner 
f  Fienes  reported  by  word  of  mouth,  from  the  council, 

*  their  anfwer  to  the  order  made  by  the  houfe,  to  this 

*  effect :  Whereas  the  parliament  did  defire  the  council 

*  to  give  unto  them,  their  reafons,  why   thofe  mem- 

*  bers  who  are  returned  for  the  feveral  counties  and  bo- 
f  roughs  for  members  are  not  approved  ;  and  why  they 

*  are  not   admitted  into  the   houfe ;  the  council  have 

*  commanded  me  to  return  this  humble  anfwer :  That 
c  whereas  by  a   claufe  in  the  government  it  is  ordered, 

*  that  the  clerk,  called  the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth, 
4  &c.  as  in  the  one  and  twentieth  article ;  and  by  ano- 
c  ther  claufe  in  the  government,  it  is  ordained,  That 
4  the  perfons  who  {hall  be  elected  to  ferve  in  parliament, 

*  fhall  be  fuch,  as  are  perfons  of  known  integrity,  fear- 

4  ing  God,  and  of  good  converfation  :  That  the  coun- 

*  cil  in  purfuance  of  their  duty,  and  according  to  the 
f  truft  repofed  in  them,  have  examined  the  faid  returns, 
f  and  have  not  refused  to  approve  any  who  have  ap- 

*  peared  to  them   to  be  perfons  of  integrity  to  the  go- 

5  vernment,  fearing  God,  and  of  good  converfation : 
c  and  thofe  who  are  not  approved,  his  highnefs  hath 
$  given  order  to  fome  perfons  to  take  care  that  they  do 

c  not   come  into  the  houfe.' This  was  very  plain 

language,  and  perfectly  well  underftood  by  the  mem- 
bers. As  it  appeared  therefore  in  vain  to  contend  with 
the  mafter  of  legions,  as  there  might  be  little  difpofi- 

!  tion>  it  was  refoived  on  the  queftion  by  a  majority  of 
125  to  29,  c  That  the  perfons  who  have  been  returned, 
f  from    the   feveral  counties,  cities,    and    boroughs,  to 

*  ferve  in  this  parliament,  and  have  not  been  approved, 
6  be  referred   to  make  their  application   to  the  council 

*  for  an   approbation ;  and  that  the   houfe  do  proceed 
(?)  journals.  €  with  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation  (/).'     Thus  ended 

this  affair  in  parliament.  But  the  fecluded  mem- 
bers, far  enough  from  being  fatisfied  with  this  de- 
termination, made  an  appeal  to  the  public  in  a 
remonftrance   which   does  honor  to  their  courage  and 

abilities.     Some  parts  of  it  I  will   here  infert.— ■ 

?  We 
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*  We  believe,  fay  they,  the  rumour  is  now  gone  through 

*  the  nation,  that  armed    men   imployed  by  the  Lord 

*  Protector  have  prevented   the  free  meeting  and  fitting 

*  of  the    intended   parliament,  and    have  forcibly  fhuc 

*  out  of  doors  fuch  members  as  he  and  his  council  flip- 

*  pofe  would  not  tie  frighted,  or  flattered  to  betray  their 

*  country,  and  give  up  their   religion,  lives  and  eftates 

*  to  be  at  his  will,  to  ferve  his  lawlefs  ambition.     But 

*  we  fear  that  the  flavery,  rapines,  oppreffions,  cruel- 

*  ties,  murders  and  confufions  that  are  comprehended 
c  in  this   one  horrid  facl,  are   not  fo  fenfibly  difcernedj 

*  or  fo  much  laid  to  heart  as  the  cafe  requires ;  and  we 
c  doubt  not  but,  as  the  common  practice  of  the  man 

*  hath  been,  the  name  of  God,  and  religion,  and  for- 
c  mal  fafts  and  prayers,  will   be  made   ufe  of  to  colour 

*  over  the   blacknefs  of  the  facl ;  we  do  therefore   in 

*  faithfulnefs  unto  God,  and  our  country  hereby  remon- 
c  ftrate;  Firft,  That  whereas  by  the  fundamental  laws 

*  of  this  nation,  the  people  ought  not  to  be  bound  by 
■  any  laws  but  fuch  as  are  freely  confented  unto  by  their 
f  deputies  in  parliament,  and  it  is  a  moft  wicked  ufur- 
'  pation,  even  againft  the  very  laws  of  nature,  for  any 
c  man  to  impofe   his  will  or  difcretion  upon  another  as 

*  a  rule,  unlefs  there  be  fome  pa£t,  or   agreement  be- 

*  tween  the  parties  for  that   intent.     And  whereas  by 

*  the  mercy   of  God  only  in  preferving  the  fundamen- 

*  tal  law  and  liberty,  the  good  people  of  England  have 

*  beyond  memory  of  any  record  preferved  their  eftates, 
8  families  and  lives,  which  had  been  other  wife  deftroy- 
c  ed,  at  the  will  of  every  wicked  tyrant;  and  by  keep- 

*  ing  this    only,  as  their   undoubted  right,    they  have 

*  been  kept  from  being  brutifh  flaves  to  the  lufts  of  their 

*  kings,  who   would  otherwife  have  defpoiled  them  of 

*  their  perfons,  lives,  and  eftates,  by  their  proclama- 
4  tions,  and   the  orders  of  themfelves,  and  their  cour- 

*  tiers  as  they  pleafed  :  and  by  virtue  of  this   their  un- 

*  doubted  right  the  people  have  commonly  difputed,  re- 

*  fifted,    and   made    void    the   proclamations  of   their 

*  kings,  and   the  orders   of  their   council-table,  where 

*  they  have  croffed    the   laws    unto  which  they    have 

*  confented  in  their  parliaments.     Now  the  Lord  Pro- 

H  h  3  «  teclor 
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te£tor  hath  by  force  of  arms  invaded  this  fundamental 
right  and  liberty,  and  violently  prevented  the  meet- 
ing of  the   peoples    chofen   deputies    in   parliament. 
And  he  and  his  council  boldly  declare,  That  none  of 
the  peoples  deputies  (hall    meet  in  parliament,  unlefs 
they  agree   to  the   meafure   of  their   phantafies,  hu- 
mours, or    lufts  ;    they   now  render  the  people  fuch 
fools  or  beafts,  as  know  not  who  are  fit  to  be  trufted 
by  them  with  their  lives,  eftates,  and  families.     But 
he  and  his  council  that  daily  devour  their  eftates,  and 
;  liberties,  will  judge  who  are  fit  to   counfel   and  ad- 
!  vife  about  laws  to  preferve  their  eftates  and  liberties: 
[  thus  doth  he  now  openly  affume  a  power  to   pack  an 

5  aflembly  of  his  confident?,  parafites  and  confederates, 
i  and   to  call  them  a  parliament,  that  he  may  thence 

6  pretend  that   the  people  have  confented  to  become  his 
'  flaves,  and  to  have  their  perfons  and  eftates  at  his  dif- 

*  cretion.     And  if  the  people  (hall   tamely   fubmit   to 
6  fuch  a  power,  who  can  doubt  but  he  can  pack  fuch  a 

*  number  as  will  obey   all   his  commands,  and  confent 

*  to  his  taking  of  what  part  of  our  eftates  he  pleafeth, 
6  and  to   impofe   what  yokes  he  thinks  fit  to  make  us 

*  draw  in.     Secondly,  And  whereas  the  parliament  of 

*  England?    confuting  of  the   peoples  chofen  deputies, 

*  always  have  been,  and  ought  to  be  the  ordainers,  and 

*  creators  of  dignities,  offices,  and  authorities  in  this  na- 
6  tion,  and  have  always  of  right  exercifed  the  power  of 
<  difpofing  even  the  kingly  office,  and  authority  of  en- 
4  larging  and  reftraining  the  kingly  power,  and  of 
«  queftioning,   making  void,    or   confirming   all  com- 

*  millions,  proclamations,  charters,  and  patents  of  any 

*  of  our  former  kings;  and  have  queftioned,  cenfured 
€  and  judged  even  the  perfons  of  our  kings  for  abufing 

*  their   trufts,    and  invading  the  peoples  laws,  rights, 

*  and  liberties  j  and  by  this  means  the  higheft  officers, 

*  and   the  kings  themfelves  have  acknowledged    their 

*  power  to  be  only  trufted  to  them  for  the  peoples  wel- 

*  fare  \  and  they  have  always  dreaded  the  peoples  par- 

*  liaments  who  could  call  them  to  an  account  for  any 
'  injuftice,  or  violence  done  upon  the  perfon,  or  eftate 

*  of  any  man  5  and  hereby  the  people  were  fecured  un- 

*  der 
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e  der  the  laws  from  the  rapine,  and  oppreilion  of  the 
4  higheft  grandees,  and  courtiers ;  even  the  kings  them- 

*  felves,  fearing  the  peoples  complaints  in  their  parlia- 
•-  ments,    and  well    knowing   the    peoples  cuftom  to 

*  choofe  for  their  deputies  the  moft   known  champions 

*  for  their  liberties,  againft  the  arbitrary  powers,  and 
4  injuftice  of  the  kings  and  their  courtiers  -,  and  none  of 
4  the  moft  wicked  kings  in  their  higheft  hope  to  erect 

*  a   tyranny,    ever  daring  fince  members  were  fent  to 

*  parliaments  by  elections,  to  throw  afide  by  force  as 
6  many  of  the  chofen  members  as  they  thought  would 
4  not  ferve  their  ends;  they  knowing  it  to  be  the  un- 
'  doubted  right  of  the  people  to  truft  whom  they  think 
4  fit,  and  as  much  the  right  of  every  man  duly  chofen 
4  and  trufted  to  meet  and  vote  in   parliament   without 

*  alking  their  leave  or  begging  their  tickets.  And  al- 
4  though  here  hath  been  frequently  fecret  defigns  for 
'  many  years  to  fubvert  religion,  liberty  and  property 
4  in  this  nation,  and  to  that  end  the  defigns  of  tyranny 
4  have  attempted  to  deftroy,  fometimes  the  being,  and 
6  fometimes  the  power,  privileges  and  freedom  of  par- 

*  liaments,  yet  the  mercy  of  God   hath  almoft  miracu- 

*  loufly  preferved  the  being,  privileges  and  authority 
4  of  parliaments,  and  therein  religion,  liberty  and  pro- 
4  perty,  until  the  time  of  the  Lord  Protector.  But 
4  now  he  hath  aflumed  an  abfolute  arbitrary  fovereignty 
4  (as  if  he  came  down  from  the  throne  of  God)  to 
4  create  in  himfelf,  and  his  confederates,  fuch  powers 
4  and  authorities,  as  muft  not  be  under  the  cognizance 
4  of   the   peoples   parliaments.      His  proclamations  he 

*  declares  fhall  be  binding  laws  to   parliaments   them- 

*  felves,  he  takes  upon  him  to  be  above  the  whole  body 
4  of  the  people  of  England^  and  to  judge  and  cenfure 
4  the  whole  body,  and  every  member  of  it,  by  no  other 
4  rule  or  law  than  his  pleafure,  as  if  he  were  their  ab- 
4  folute  lord,  and  had  bought  all  the  people  of  Eng- 
4  land  for  his  flaves.     Doubtlefs,  if  he  would  pretend 

*  only  to  have  conquered  England  at  his  own  expence, 
4  and  were  there  as  much  truth  as  there  is  falfhcod  in 
4  that  pretence,  yet  he  could  not  but  know  that  the 
4  right  of  the  peoples  deputies   in  parliament  to  their 

H  h  4  *  antient 
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*  antient  powers  and  privileges,  would  remain  good 
'  againft  him,  as  againft  their  publick  capital  enemy, 
4  whom  every  man  ought  to  deftroy,  until  by  fome 
'  agreement  with  the  body  of  the  people  in  parliament, 

*  fome  fort  of  governing  power  in  him  were  fubmitted 

*  untov  that  hereby  he  might  ceafe  to  be  a  publick  ene- 
c  my  and  deftroyer,  and  become  a  king  or  governor 
4  according  to  the  conditions  accepted  by  the  people, 
€  and  if  he  would  (o  pretend,  he  could  not  be  fo  dif- 
'  charged  from  his  publick  enmity  by  any  conditions  or 
6  agreement  made  with  a  part  of  the  peoples  chofen  de- 
c  puties,  whilft   he  fhut  out  the  other  part;  for  no  part 

*  of  the  reprefentative  body  are  trufted  to  confent  to 

*  any  thing  in  the  nation's  behalf,  if  the  whole  have  not 
6  their  free  liberty  of  debating,   and  voting  in  the  mat- 

*  ters  propounded.     If  he  would  pretend  no  higher  than 

*  to  be  our  conqueror,  who  for  peace  and  his  own  fafe- 

*  ty's  fake  was  content  to  ceafe  from  being   a  publick 

*  enemy,  and  to  be  admitted   a  governor,  he  could  not 

*  compafs  thofe  ends  by  forcibly  excluding  (as  now  he 

*  hath  done)   whom  he   pleafed  of    the  reprefentative 

*  body  of  the  people,  who  were  to  fubmit  to  him  in 
c  the  people's  behalf;  therefore  either  takes  upon  him  to 

*  be  fuch  a  conqueror  as  fcorns  the  peoples  acceptance 

*  of  him   by  their  reprefentative  as  their  governor,  and 

*  fears  not  to  remain  a  publick  enemy,  or  elfe  he  takes 

*  himfelf    to    be   fuch    an    unheard-of  fovereign,    that 

*  againft  him  the  people  have  no  claim  of  right,  or  pro- 

*  perty  in  themfelves,  or  any  thing   elfe  ;  for  he  hath 

*  now  declared  that  the  people's  choice  cannot  give  any 
4  man  a  right  to  fit  in  parliament,  but  the  right  muft  be 
c  derived  from  his  gracious  will  and  pleafure,  with  that 

*  of  hiscounfellors ;  and  his  clerks  ticket  only  muft  be 

*  their  evidence   for  it.     Thus  hath  he  exalted  himfelf 

*  to  a  throne  like  unto  God's,  as  if  he  were  of  himfelf, 

*  and  his  power  from  himfelf,  and  we  were  all  made 
s  for  him,  to  be  commanded   and  difpofed  of  by  him, 

*  to  work  for  him,  and  ferve  his  pleafure  and  ambition. 

*  Seeing  therefore  this   total  fubverfion  of  all    law  and 

*  right,  and  the  diftraclions,  miferies,  blood    and  con- 

*  fufions.,  that  will  be  the  mod  certain  confequencesof 

*  It, 
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*  it,  and  withall,  remembring  the  late  effufion  of  blood 
£  upon  no  other  account  than  to  fecure  religion,  liberty 
c  and  property,  and  the  freedom,  power   and  privileges 

*  of  parliaments,  as  the  bulwarks  thereof;  and  that  by 
€  thofe  very  hands  who  now  overturn  the  very  founda- 
'  tions  of  all  liberty,  right  and  property,  and  of  the  be- 

*  ings  of  parliaments  ;  and  our  very  fouls  trembling  at 

*  the  loud  cries  of  that  fea  of  blood,  and  at  the  horrid 
e  clamours  of   the  many  falfifled    oaths  and  promifes 

*  made  upon  the  fame  account.' — — -'  For  the  acquitting 
■*  therefore  of  their  fouls,  they  folemnly  protefled  and  re- 

*  monfhated  unto  all  the  good  people  of  England,  that 
■■*  the  violent  exclufion  of  the  people's  deputies  in  parlia- 
c  ment,  doth  change  the  ftate  of  the  people  from  free- 
4  dom  into  meer  flavery ;  that  fuch  members  of  parlia- 

*  ment  as  ihall  approve  the  forcible  exclufion  complain- 

*  ed  of,  or  fhall  fit,  vote  and  act,  while  many  members 
c  are  by  force  (hut  out,  are  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of 
c  England,  and  adherents  to  the  capital  enemies  of  the 
6  commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  prefent  aflembly  at 
e  Wejiminfter,  being  under  the  awe   and  terror  of  the 

*  Lord  Protector,  is  not  the  reprefentative  body  of  Eng-: 

*  land,  nor  can  tax  or  tallage  be  juflly  or  lawfully  railed  m  whlt- 
c  by  them  (£).'  lock,  P, 

This  remonftrance  being  '  printed  was  fent   in  great  65*- 
c  white  boxes  fome  iooo  of  them,  to  be  left  in  feveral 

*  houfes  in  London,  and  by  them  to  be  delivered  out 
6  when  called  for.' But  the  court  having  private  in- 
telligence of  the  matter,  *  got  four  or  five  of  the  boxes 
c  from  the  owners  of  the  houfes,'  and  thereby  prevented 

their  being  difperfed  according  to  the  intention  of  the  {J)  Thurloe, 

jubfcribers  (/), -I  am  forry  to  add,  that  many  of  the     ;  v*  p" 

gentlemen,  who  put  their  hands  to  this  admirable  remon- 
ftrance, were  but  meer  talkers,  and  foon  found  a  way  to 
ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  Protector,  take  their  feats 
in  the  houfe^  and  fervilely  adore  him  whom  in  fuch  ter- 
rible colours  they  here  blacken  !  So  uncertain  are  the 
jigns  of  patriotifm  !  But  in  juftice  it  mint  be  faid  that 
there  were  others  of  them  who  were  true  to  their  prin- 
ciples, and  above  being  worked  on  by  fear  or  flattery. 
The-fe  at  length,  in  virtue  of  an  article   in  the  Humble 
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Poffibly,  however,  fome  perfons  will  find 


an 


Petition  and  Advice,  which  required  c  that  thofe  perfons 

*  who  were  legally  chofen  by  a  free  election  of  the  peo- 

*  pie  to  ferve  in  parliament,  fhould  not  be  excluded  from 

*  fitting  therein,  but  by  judgment  and  confent  of  the 

*  houfe  whereof  they  were  members,'  were  alfo  admit- 
ted to  their  feats  January  20,  1657,  O.  S.  The  oath 
taken  by  them  on   this  occafion,  was  in  thefe  words, 

*  I  A.  B.  do,  in  the  prefence,  and  by  the  name  of  God 

*  Almighty,  promife  and  fwear,  that,  to  the  uttermofl 

*  of  my  power,  in  my  place,  I  will  uphold  and  main- 

*  tain  the  true  reformed,  proteftant,  chriftian    religion, 

*  in  the  purity  thereof,  as  it  is  contained  in   the  Holy 

*  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  en- 

*  courage  the  profeffion  and  profefTors  of  the  fame ;  and 

*  that  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lord  Protector 

*  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
"  and  the  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  belonging, 

*  as  chief  magiftrate  thereof  ;  and  fhall  not  contrive  or 

*  defign,  or  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  perfon  or 
'  lawful  authority  of  the  Lord  Protector  ;  and  fhall  en- 
c  deavour,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  as  a  member  of  par- 

(w)Jour-     *  liament,  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 

pals.  (  the  people  (m),'- Thus  was  the  wife  taken  in  hia 

own  craftinefs !  Men  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  injury, 
were  now  admitted  into  the  houfe,  who,  it  might  have 
been  forefeen,  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavour  to 
embarrafs  and  perplex  that  government,  which  they  had 
looked  on  and  treated  as  ufurped  and  tyrannical.  It 
muft  not  be  omitted  that  this  parliament  was  diflblved 

alfo  in  great  refentment   by    the    protector. -Thefe 

were  the  high  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Cromwell ; 
(n)  Liberty  proceedings  which  might  eafily  induce  a  very  ingenious 
and  Right  5  writer  to  obferve  that  c  he  who  hated  the  tyrant,  ad- 
part  1.  p.  <  mired  the  tyranny  («).'  For  what  more  odious  in  the 
Loiid.  17^7.  reign  of  the  conquered  King,  than  thefe  ?  What  more 
oppofite  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom  ?  *  In 
•  the  reign,  or  rather  under  the  tyranny,  of  this  fingle 

*  hand, 
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an  apology  for  fome  of  thefe  (zzz)   pro- 
ceedings, 

*  hand,  the  whole  government  and  adminiftration  con-' 

*  tradicted    the  national  conftitution ;  but  this  contra- 

*  diction,  was  planned  by  a  craft  and  policy  as  dexterous, 

*  as  it  was  new ;  and  carried  on  by  a  genius  as  bold, 
'  as  cunning.     Cromivelly  when  mounted  to  the  head  of 

*  affairs,    found  the   materials   of  liberty  and  freedom 

*  rooted  in  the  people,  but  faw,  that  thefe  materials  were 
4  without  form,  without  orders,  and  without  laws,  to 

*  bind  and  fecure  them.     The  people  were  powerful^ 

*  but  ignorant  and  divided  ;  divided  in  opinion,  and  ig- 

*  norant  of  true  government  and  real  fecurity.     Grom- 

*  well  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  the  times;  encou- 
'  raged,  difcountenanced,    protected  and  opprefTed    bf 

*  turns,  different   feels   and  parties;    and  thus  artfully 
'  keeping  them  divided  in  their  religious  and  civil  views, 

*  prevented   the   nation  from  uniting  in  any  thing  that 

*  was  natural  and  proper  to  freedom  and  liberty.     The 

'  fame  army  which   had   conquered  for  the  people,  he  fy  Liberty 
c  taught  by  mutilation,  augmentation,  largeffes  and  pri-  and  Right, 

c  vileges,  to  opprefs  the  people  (0)/ How  far  this  Partl*  P» 

is  a  juft  reprefentation,  the  foregoing  notes  will  enable  39" 
the  reader  to  determine. 

(zzz)  Some  may  find  an  apology — in  the  fituation  and 
circumjtances  of  the  Prote£for.~\     '  Civil  war  is  naturally 

*  more  fubjedt  to  rigour,  fays  Mr.  Jfchamy  than  other 
'  wars  :  becaufe  they  who  yefterday  were  enemies,  would 

*  be   inhabitants  always.     The  conqueror  fufpedts  that 
'  thefe  will  be  the  firft  infringers  of  his  new  laws  ;  the 

*  violation  of  which  ought  at  the  beginning  to  be  fevere- 

*  lieft  cenfured,    as  of  dangerous  confequence. 

*  Wherefore  for  thefe  reafons  though  the  ufurper  thought  {p)  Conflfc 
'  not  of  eftablifhing  himfelf  in  an  abfolute  jurifdiclion,  S*8]^* 
'  yet  at  laft  he  will  find  himfelf  obliged  to  fecure  his  0f  Govern* 
'  conqueft  by  the  fame  means  he   obtained  it.     And  ments,  p. 
'  Dido  gave  /Eneas  the  true  reafon  of  the  fame  cafe  (/>).'  f^*™" 

Res 
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ceedings,  in  the  fituation  and  circumftances 

of 


Res  dura  &  regni  novitas  me  talia  cogunt 

Moliri,  &  late  fines  cuftode  tueri,  Virg* 

■        My  cruel  fate. 

And  doubts  attending  an  unfettled  ftate, 

Force  me  to  guard  my  coafts .  Dryden. 

This  had  long  before,  been  taught  by  Mach'iavel,  in 
the  following  words :    l  When  a  prince  would  keep  his 

*  fubjecls  united  and  faithful,  he  muft  not  heed  the  re- 

*  proach  of  cruelty  ;  for  if  he  makes  a  few  examples  of 

*  juftice,  he  acts  with  lefs  cruelty  than  thofe  who, 
4  through  an  excefs  of  mercy,  fuffer  many  diforders  to 
c  arife,  which  occafion  rapine  and  murder.  Now  thefe 
e  are  prejudicial  to  the  whole  fociety ;  whereas  particular 

*  executions,  which  are  ordered  by  the  prince,  affect 
c  only  particular  men.     Befides,  all  new  governments 

(q)  Prince,    c  are  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers,  that  it  is  impoflible 
v V7ifC<An~  *  ^or  a  new  Prmce  to  av°id  tn^  fcandal  of  being  cruel.' 
meloatd°eia"  Thus  Virgil  makes  Dido  fay, 

Houflay's 

notes  on  the  R         y^  ,\ 

place.  '  viz 

If  ever  any  prince  upon  earth  had  reafon  to  act  on' 
thefe  principles,  it  was  Cromwell.  Without  fome  acts 
of  feverity  what  could  he  have  done?  How  tottering 
would  have  been  his  throne  ?  How  precarious  his  life  ? 
The  cavaliers,  the  prefbyterians,  the  republicans,  and 
the  fifth-monarchy- men  were  all  his  foes,  and  even  his 
moft  intimate  friends  did   not  approve  his  management 

in  a   variety  of    refpects. Vir.   St.  Jobn^    between 

whom  and  the  Protector  there  had  been  the  neareft  uni- 
on, highly  difliked  his  fetting  up  himfelf.  '  He,  [St. 
c  j°bn\  feys  Mr.  Tburloe,  was  fo  far  from  advifing  Oli- 
4  ver  to  fet  up  himfelf,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  know- 
4  ledge  and  obfervation  he  was  a  great  enemy  to  it,  and 

*  hath  often  to  me   fpake  againft  it,     And  as  for  that 

*  called 
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■of  the  Prote&or. Had  he  accepted  the 

king™ 

c  called  the  hjlrument  of  Government^  I  never  fpake  with 
my  Lord  St.  John,  either  about  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  it  (nor  ever  heard  that  any  body  elfe  did)  un- 
til fome  months  after  it  was  publifhed  in  print,  when 
going  tovifit  him  after  a  long  and  dangerous  ficknefs, 
he  told  me,  he  had  juit  then  read  our  govern- 
ment -3  and  taking  it  up  in  his  hands,  he  caft  it  from 
him  in  great  diflike,  and  fayed,  is  this  all  the  fruit  the 
nation  (hall  have  of  their  warre  ?  or  words  to  that 
purpofe ;  and  then  tooke  occafion  to  fpeak  much  a- 
gainft  it.  And  as  he  had  nothinge  to  doe  in  fettinge 
up  this  government,  foe  neither  was  there,  foe  farr  as 
I  knowe  or  have  heard,  any  communication  of  coun- 
fells  between  Oliver  and  him,  mediately  or  ymme^ 
diately,  touchinge  the  management  of  any  part  of  the 
publique  affairs,  my  Lord  St.  John  always  refufinge  to 
meddle  in  any  thinge,  but  what  concerned  his  place 
as  a  judge  ;  and  in  that  he  refufed  to  proceed  upon  any 
of  the  laws  made  under  that  government;  for  which 
he  was  complayned  of  to  the  counfell,  and  it  was  im- 
puted to  his  example,  that  the  judges  refufed  to  act 
upon  the  laPr.  high  court  of  juilice.  Nor  was  hee 
(to  my  knowledge)  advifed  with  in  the  Petition  and 
Advice.  The  truth  is,  that  my  Lord  St.  John  was  fo 
far  from  being  a  confident,  that  fome,  who  loved  and 
valued  him,  had  fomething  to  doe  to  preferve  him  (r)  Thur- 
under  that  government  (r).'  In  a  letter  to  Henryl°e>  voi.vii, 
Cromwell  dated  16  December,  1656,  he  fays,  'His  high-p*  914* 
neffe  meetes  with  his  tryals  here  at  home  of  all  forts, 
beinge  under  daylye  exercifes  from  one  hand  or  other  3 
and  I  wiih  he  may  not  have  occafion  to  fay,  My  fa- 
miliar friends,  in  whom  I  trufted,  have  lifted  uptheMVo]- 
heele  againft  me  (j).'  It  appears  alfo  from  a  variety  p.  708/ 
of  Mr.  Secretary's  letters,  that  the  Protector's  govern- 
ment was  clogged  with  great  difficulties,  and  that  the 
oppofition  made  to  it  was  fierce  and  violent.  In  a  letter 
to  Henry  Cromwell,  then  major-general  of  the  army  in 

Ire- 
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kingihip,  which  was  offered  by  his  parlia- 
ment, 

Ireland,  dated  20th  May, 1656,  he  fays,  'BlefTed  be  God, 

€  that  all  things  remain  quiett  in  Ireland;  foe  they  doe  al- 

*  foe  here.     Both  is  very  much  againft:  the  intentions  of 

*  enemies  of  all  forts,  who  have  their  daily  meetinges  for 
6  begettinge   trouble.     The  Spanyard,  cavaleir,  papifts 

*  and  levellers,  are  all  come  into  a  confederacy.     What 

*  monftrous  birth  this  wombe  will  bring  forth,  I  cannot 

*  tell.  They  threaten  hard,  but  I  perceive  they  are  not 
(f)Vol.v.  «  yet  quite  ready.  The  commonwealths- men  looke  alfo 
p.  45*         «  for  a  fudden  turne,  and  hope  they  (hall  play  next  (*).' 

In  another  letter  written  to  the  fame  16  June,   1656,  he 
fays,  *  Wee  are  yet  very  much  troubled  with  the  fifth- 

*  monarchy-men  and  the  levellers,  who  have  their  con- 
6  ftant  meetinge  to  put  us  in  blood.     By  the  levellers, 

*  I  meane  thofe,  who  pretend  to  a  republique  or  popular 

M  Id  p.     f  forme  of  government. It  is  certain  it  doth  behove 

izz.  6  us  to  have  a  watchful  eye  upon  that  intereft  («)/. 

There  was  reafon  for  it.    Algernon  Sydney  (a  name  ever 

venerable !)    called   Cromwell,  as  he   faid  on  his  tryal, 

(*)  Tryal,    «  ^  tyrant  every  day  of  his  life,  and  acted  againft  him 

Folio'  16S4I c  t0°  (*)•' ^n<*  to  *"ucn  a  neignt  of  refentment  had 

fome  warm  men  of  the  party  carried  it,  as  to  join  with 
their  old  and  fworn  foes  in  order  to  deftroy  him.  c  The 
6  levellers,  Mr.  Thurloe  tells  the  fame  gentleman,  in  a 
4  letter  dated  December  9,   1656,  are  very  buiflie,  and 

*  are  in  perfect  conjunction  with  the  Kinge  of  Spayne. 

*  The  part  they  have  firft  undertaken,  is  to  aflafinate 
c  my  Lord  Protector,  and  have  laid  the  way  of  doing 
'  it.     This  I  know  with  as  much  certeintye,  as  that 

*  your  lordfhip  is  in  Ireland.     I  truft  the  Lord  will  dif- 

*  iapoint  them,  as  he  hath  done ;  but  wee  fee  hereby 

(y)  Vol.  v.  «  the  fpirit  of  thefe  men  (y).' With  regard  to   his 

pt   94'        parliaments    after  his    afluming  the  protectorate,   they 

were  compofed  of  men,  a  good  part  of  whom  were  his 
ill-willers.  c  In  the  debates,  concerning  CromwelFs  ac- 
«  cepting  the  crown,  fome  of  the  cavalier  party,  or  ra- 
€  ther  their  children,  came  to  bear  fome  fhare.    They 

'  were 
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ment,  a  firmer  fettlement  and  a  milder  ad- 
min i- 


were  then  all  zealous  commonwealths-men,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  fent  them  from  thofe  about  the 
King.  Their  bufinefs  was  to  oppofe  Cromwell  on  all 
demands,  and  fo  to  weaken  him  at  home,  and  expofe 
him  abroad.  When  fome  of  the  other  party  took  no- 
tice of  this  great  change,  from  being  the  abettors  of 
prerogative  to  become  the  patrons  of  liberty,  they 
pretended  their  education  in  the  court,  and  their  ob- 
ligation to  it  had  engaged  them  that  way ;  but  now 
fince  that  was  out  of  doors,  they  had  the  common 
principles  of  human  nature  and  the  love  of  liberty  in 
them.  By  this  means,  as  the  old  republicans  affifted 
and  protected  them,  fo  at  the  fame  time  they  ftrength- 
ned  the  faction  againft  Cromwell.  But  thefe  very  men 
at  the  reftoration  (hook  off  this  difguife,  and  reverted 
to  their  old  principles  for  a  high  prerogative  and  ab- 
folute  power.  They  faid  they  were  for  liberty,  when 
it  was  a  mean  to  diftrefs  one  who  they  thought  had  no 
right  to  govern  ;  but  when  the  government  returned  to 
its  old  channel,  they  were  ftill  as  firm  to  all preroga-  ,%\  gurnetf 
live  notions^  and  as  great  enemies  to  liberty  as  ever  (z).'  vol.  i.p.  7c 
-In  certain   conjunctures  this    may  again  happen, 


notwithstanding  the  fmooth  talk  of  coalition  or  extinc- 
tion of  parties ! 

Mr.  Maidjlone  fpeaking  of  the  Protector's   firfr.  par- 
liament,   fays,    •  The  houfe  confuting  of  many   difo- 

*  bliged    perfons  (fome  upon  the   king's  account,  and 

*  others  upon  a  pretence  of  right  to  fit  upon  the  for- 
e  mer  foundation,  as  not  being  legally,  though  forcea- 

*  bly,  diflblved  ;    and  others   judging  that   the  powers 

*  given  by  the  inftrument  of  government  to  the  Pro- 
'  tec~tor  were  too  large;  profeffing  that  though  they  were 
c  willing  to  truft  him,  yet  they  would  nottruft  his  fuc- 

*  ceflbrs  with  fo  large  a  jurifdiclion)  fell  into  high  ani- 

*  mofities ;  and  after  five  months  fpent  in  framing  ano- 

*  ther  inftrument  inftead  of  the  former  (which  they  faid 
6  they  could  not  fwallow  without  chewing)  they  were 

«  by 
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miniftration  might  have  taken  place:  but  his 

moft 


*  by  the  Protector  diilblved  (a),9  Mr.  Whiilock  informs 
-*&>  »•  p.  us  «  That  this  parliament  continued  their  debates  touch- 
J  **           c  ing  the  government,  wherein  many  things  were  fpoken, 

6  which    gave  great  offence    to  the  Protector  and  his 

*  council,  and  caufe  of  fufpicion  that  no  good  was  to 
(£}P.6io.  *  be  expected  from  them    (£).'      Many  of  thefe   fame 

men,  in  fpight  of  court  influence,  were  chofen  in  the 
next  parliament,  and  Cromwell,  that  matters  might  go 
on  the  more  frnoothly,  ordered  them  to  be  denied  ad- 
mittance. In  purfuance  however  of  the  bumble  Peti- 
tion and  Advice,  as  before  mentioned,  they  afterwards 
took  their  feats,  and  gave  the  Protector  great  vexation 
by  fpurning  at  the  new  erected  houfe  of  Lords,  and 
controverting  their  title.  I  need  not  add  that  the  go- 
vernment was  continually  alarmed  with  plots  and  con- 
spiracies, and  that  juries  were  but  ill  difpofed  to  do  ]wU 

tke  on  flate  criminals. -Thefe  are  fome  of  the  chief 

arguments  that  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  violent 
and  illegal  Nadts  of  Cromwell.  His  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances  were  perplexed  and  dangerous,  and  would  he 
feeure  himfelf,  or  thofe  who  depended  on  him,  feverity 

and   rigour    feemed    requifite.— '  What   would   you 

4  have  one  in  my  (ration  do  ?  faid  he  to  fome  who  talked 

*  to  him  about  his  excelTes  and  ufurpation.  He  was 
'  well  anfwered,  fays  Mr.  Gordon,  Sir,  we  would  have 

*  nobody  in  your  ftation.  To  vindicate  murder  conti- 
c  nues  this  writer,   from  the  neceffity  of  committing  it, 

*  in  order  to  conceal  robbery  ;  is  to  argue  like  a  mur- 
'  derer  and  a  robber  ;  but  it  is  honeft  logic,  to  reply, 

*  Do  not  rob,  and  then  you  need  not  be  tempted  to 
4  murder;  but  if  you  will  do  one,  and  confequently 
'  both,  remember  that  punifhment  does  or  ought  to  fol- 

*  low  crimes,  and   the  more  crimes  the  more  punifh- 

*  ment.     If,  by  a  repetition  of  crimes,  you  become  too 

*  mighty  to  be  punimed,  you  muft  be  content  to  be  ac- 
4  curfed  and  abhorred  as  an  enemy  to  human  race  ;  you 

*  muft  expect  to  have  all  men  for  your  enemies,  as  you 

*  are 
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moft  intimate  friends  (aaaa)  oppoling,  he, 


con- 


4  are  an  enemy  to  ail  men  ;  and  fmce  you  make  fport  of 

*  the  lives  and  liberties  of  men,  you  murl  not  wonder, 

c  nor  have  you  a  right  to  complain,  if  they  have  all  of  (0  Difcour- 
c  them  memories   and  feeling,  and  fome  of  them  coti-  [es  on  Ta?~ 

*-  /-i  •         «  tus     vol.  IV. 

4  rage  and  fwords  (<:).'     It  would  be  injuflice  however  to  p.  'ZQ7. 
Cromwell,  not  to   add,   that  his  feverities  were  but  fevs,  iamo. 
and  thofe  exercifed  only  on  real  criminals,  as   the  laws  Lond-E751i_ 
then  flood. 

(aaaa)  He  refufed  the  offered  hlngfoip.l  Cromwell 
was  no  enemy  to  the  name  or  office  of  King.  He  had 
helped  to  pull  down  and  punifh  Charles,  but  he  was  di'f- 
pofed  enough  to  fit  on  the  throne.  The  times  then 
would  not  bear  it.  But  in  a  few  years  he  thought  fe- 
riouily  of  the  affair,  and  was  inclined  to  try  the  expe- 
riment. Prudence  however  retrained  him.  But  when 
he  had  got  a  parliament  to  his  mind,  as  that  called  'in 
1656,  in  the  beginning  was,  it  was  no  longer  to  be  de- 
layed. c  The  fettlement  of  the  nation  was  deliberated 
4  on,  and  a  writing  framed,  which  the  parliament  fhled 

*  The  humble  petition  and  advice  of  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
4  land,  Scotland  and  Ireland  to  his  highnefs  J  6  The 
4  firft  bufinefs  of  it  was,  fays  Whitlock,  for  the  Protec- 
e  tor  to  have  the  title  of  King.'  *  This  petition  and 
4  advice  was  prefented  to  his  highnefs  by  the  houfe, 
'  and  he  defired  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to 

4  confer  with  him  about  it  (d)9     Accordingly   a  com-  (fi)  p*  6S5'» 
mittee  was  appointed,  who  on  the  16th  of  Jpril,   1657, 
4   Had  audience  of  his  highnefs,  and  gave  him  (uch  rea- 
r-   fons  as  he  declared  to  be  weighty,  and  to  require   de-     . 

*  liberation,    and   therefore  defired  fome   time    till    the 

4  next  afternoon  to  give  anfwer  to  them  (<?).'     In  tnis  (i)  Journal^ 
conference  it  was  urged  by  the  lawyers,  particularly  bv 
the   lord   chief  juftice  GUntie,    '   1  hat    the   office  of  a 

*  King  was  a  lawful  office,   and  a  title  too,  approved  of 

*  by  the  word    of  God:  that   it  was  an  office   that  had 
6   been   exercifed    in  the    nation,  from    the    time  of  its 

*  being  a  nation,  and  that  there  never  had  been  a  quar- 

I   i  '  rd 
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contrary  to  his  own  inclinations  and  fuppofed 

intereft, 


\ 


;  rel  with  the  office,  but  the  male  admin  if}  ration. — — - 

*  The  name  of  King,  faid  he.  Is  a  name  known  by  the 

*  law,  and  the  parliament  doth  defire  that  your  high- 
c  nefs  would  affume  that  title.  Thefe  are  the  grounds 
€  why  the  parliament  make  it  their  humble  advice  and 
£  requeft  to  your  highnefs,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
4  affume  that  title  ;  and  I  think  there  is  fomething  more 
c  in  it :  vou  are  now  Lord  Protector   of  the  three  na- 

J 

6  tions  by  the  Inftrument^  and  there  is  a  claufe  of  this 
\  government  that  you  fhould  govern  according  to  law, 

*  and  your  highnefs  is  fworn  to  that  government.  The 
6  parliament  doth  apprehend  that  it  is  almofr.  impoffible 

*  for  your  highnefs  to  anfwer  the  expectation  of  the  peo- 
s  pie  to  be  governed  by  the  laws,  becaufe  you  are  fo  tied 
1  up,  that  neither  they  can  rationally  call  for  it,  nor  you 

*  confcientioufly  do  it,  and  fo  there  is  neither  Lord  Pro- 

*  tector,  nor  the  people  upon  a  fure  eftabliihment.     For 

*  here  ftatids  the  cafe :  a  King  hath  run  through  fo  ma- 

*  ny  ages  in  this  nation,  and  hath  governed  the  nation 
'  by  that  title  and  ftyle,  that  it  is  known  to  the  law ; 

*  for  the  law  of  the  nation  is  no  otherwife,  than  what 
6  hath  been  a  cuflom  to  be  practifed,  as  is  approved  by 
6  the  people  to  be  good.     That's  the  law,  and  nothing 

*  elfe,  excepting  acts  of  parliament.  And  now  they 
c  have  been  governed  by  that  title,  and  by  that  minifies 
4  and  by  that  office,  if  fo  be  your  highnefs  mould  do 
6  any  act,  and  cue  ihould  come  and  fay,  My  Lord  Pro- 
s  tector,  why  are  you  fworn  to  govern  by  the  law,  and 

*  you  do  thus  and  thus  as  Lord   Protector  ? — —Do  I  ? 

*  Why  how   am  I  bound  to  do?- Why,  the  King 

€  could  not  have  done  fo. — -—-Why,  but  I  am  not  King, 

4  1  am  not  bound  to  do  as  the  King,  I  am  Lord  Pro- 

'  tector;  fhew  me  that  the  law  doth  require  me  to  do 

$  it  as  Protector;  if  I  have  not  acted  as  Protector,  (hew 

(  me  where  the  law  is.— — Why 'you  put  any  one  to  a 

fc  Humble  in  that  cafe. 

<  This 
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intereft,   declined  it;  and  after  experiencing 

many 


c  This  is  one  thing  that  I  humbly  conceive,  did  flick 
in  the  parliament  as  to  that  particular.  Another  thing 
is  this:  you  are  Protector,  which  is  a  new  ofSce  not 
known  to  the  law,  and  made  out  of  doors :  you  are 
called  upon,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  accept  the 
office  of  a  King,  that  is,  by  the  whole  people.  It's 
the  firft  government  that  fince  thefe  troubles  hath 
been  tendred  by  a  general  and  univerfal  confent  of  the 
people.  Another  thing  is  this, — If  any  man  fhould 
find  fault  with  them  and  fay,  why  how  came  you  to 
make  governments  in  this  cafe  ?  the  anfwer  is, — We 
are  a  parliament,  and  have  your  fuffrage;  you  have 
ever  trufted  us  with  all  your  votes,  and  we  will  juf- 
tify  it :  but  befides  we  have  not  done  it  neither;  we 

have  but  fettled  it  upon  the  old  foundations. -Then 

the  kingmip  ;  however  forne  may  pretend  a  King's 
prerogative  is  fo  large  we  know  it  not,  it  is  not 
bounded. But  the  parliament  are  not  of  that  opi- 
nion.— The  King's  prerogative  is  known  by  law :  if 
he  fhould  expatiate  it  beyond  the  duty,  that  is  the  evil 
of  the  man  :  but  in  Weflminfter-hdM  the  King's  prero- 
gative was  under  the  courts  of  juffice,  and  was  bound- 
ed as  well  as  any  acre  of  land,  or  any  thing  a  man 
hath,  as  much  as  any  controverfy  between  party   and 

party. And  therefore  the  office  being  lawful  in  its 

nature,  known    to   the  nation,  certain   in   itfelf,  and  (/)M°n2r- 
confined  and  regulated  by  the  law,  and  the  other  of-  p/j6.  And' 
fice  not  being  fo,  that  was  a  great  ground  of  the  rea-  Fyiiamen- 
fon  why  the  parliament  did  fo  much   infift  upon  this  ^ry       °ry' 

office,  not  as  circumitantial,  but  asefTeniial  [/)' -3; 

What  force  there  is  in  all  this  the  gentlemen  of  the  long 
robe  can  bed  determine.  'Tis  certain  it  would  not  have 
been  judged  found  doctrine  by  thofe  who  polTelled  the 
fupream    authority  of  the    commonwealth  of  England? 

after   the   death   of  Charles. Lord   BrovbilL    after 

mentioning  fome  things  of  a  like  nature,  proceeded  to 
the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to    his  kiprmefs  and 

I  i  2.  the 
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many  troubles  and  vexations   in    his  govern- 
ment 


xn 

6 


the  people  in  accepting  the  crown  which  was  then  ten- 

c  dered.-™'  By  your  highnefs's  bearing  the  title  of  King, 

MS  eCla    *  ^a*^  ^e>  all  thofe  that  obey  and  ferve  you,  are  fecured 

rendon,  vol. 4  by  a  law  made  long  before  any  of  our  differences  had 

p.  589.   '  a  being,  in  the  lid  Hen.  7  (^),  where  a  full  provifion 

is  made  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  (hall  ferve  who- 

4  ever  is  King :  'tis  by  that  law  that  hitherto  our  ene- 

*  mies  have   pleaded  indemnity ;  and  by  your  affirming 

*  what  is  now  defired,  that  law  which  hitherto  they 
6  pretended  for  their  difobedience,  ties  them  even  by 

*  their  own  profeffion  and  principles  to  obedience.     And 

*  I  hope  taking  off  all .  pretences  from  fo  numerous  a 

*  party  may  not  be   a   thing   unworthy   confideration. 

*  That  law  feems  very  rational ;  for  it  doth  not  provide 
'  for  any  particular  perfon  or  family,  but  for  the  peace 

*  and  fafety  of  the  people,  by  obeying  whoever  is  in  that 

*  office  and  bears  that  title.  The  end  of  all  govern- 
c  ment  is  to  give  the  people  juflice  and  fafety  5  and  the 
c  belt  means  to  attain  that  end  is  to  fettle  a  fupream 
c  magiftrate.  It  would  therefore  feem  very  irrational, 
6  that  the  people  having   attained   the  end,  iliould  de- 

*  cline  that  end  only  to  follow  the  means,  which  are  but 
6  conducing  to  that  end  ;  fo  that  if  the  title  and  office 
4  of  King,   be  vefted  in  your  highnefs,  and  that  there- 

*  by  the  people  enjoy  their  rights  and  peace,  it  wou'd 
c  be  little  lefs  than  madnefs,  for  any  of  them  to  cafr.  off 
'  thofe  blefiings,  only  in  order  to  obtain  the  fame  ends 

*  under  another  perfon.  There  is,  added  his  lordfhip, 
4   at  prefent  but  a  divorce  between  the  pretending  King 

*  and    the  imperial  crown   of  thefe  nations  ;    and    we 

4  know  that  perfons  divorced  may  marry  again  ;  but  if 
s  the  perfon  be  married  to  another,  it  cuts  off  all  hope. 

5  Thefe  may  be   fome  of  thofe  reafons,  which   invited 

*  the  parliament  to  make  that  defire,  and   give  that  ad- 

*  vice  to  your   highnefs  of  afTurning   the  title  of  King. 

*  There  is  another,  and  a  very  ftrong  one,  which  is, 
c  that  now   they  have   actually  given  you  that  advice  ; 

*  and 
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ment,  he  died  (of  a  double  tertian  ague)  on 

the 


1  and  the  advices  of  parliaments  are  things  which  al- 
c  ways  ought,  and  therefore  I  am  confident  will  carry 
c  with  them   very  great  force  and   authority  :  nor  doth 

*  this  advice  come  fingly,  but  accompanied  with  many 

*  other  excellent  things,  in  reference  to  our  civil  and 
(  fpiritual  liberties,  which  your  highnefs  hath  borne  a 
c  jufl  and  fignal  teftimony  to.  It  is  alfo  a  parliament, 
c  who   have  given  unquestionable  proofs  of  their  affec- 

*  tion  to  your  highnefs;  and  who,   if  Mined  to  in  this  ^^  ciaren- 
c  particular,    will   be  thereby   encouraged   to  give  you  don,  p.  ay. 
'  more  (^).J— - — Thefe  arguments   no  doubt  had  great and  P-  8S- 
force  with  Cromwell,  who  long  ago  had  thought  much  ,*  seenote 
on  the  fubjecl  (i).     To    fettle   and  fecure  the   peace  of(ww). 
the  nation,  to  conciliate  the  mines  of  the  adverfe  party, 

and  eflablifh  himfelf  and  family  on  the  throne  in  a  legal 
manner,  were  indeed  worthy  both  the  ambition  and 
public-fpiritednefs  of  the  man.  But  his  fituation  re- 
quired caution ;  he  had  difficulties  to  encounter,  and 
therefore  took  time  to  ballance.  This  will  be  beft  ex- 
plained by  the  following  quotations.  Mr.  Maid/lone 
tells  us,  c  That  the  Proteclor  would  have  clofed  with 
the  parliament,  as  he  thought,  in  this  affair,  not  out 
of  luft  to  that  title,  (I  am  perfwaded,  fays  he,)  but 
c  out  of  an  appreheniion  that  it  would  have  fecured, 
in  a  better  way,  the  nation's  fettlement :  but  the  party, 
c  to  whom  the  Proteclor  ever  profeffed  to  owe  himfelf 
c  (being  of  the  generality  of  his  (landing  friends)  rofe 
'  fo  high  in  opposition   to  it  (by  reafon  of  the  fcandal, 

*  that  thereby  would  fall  upon  his  perfon  and  profeflion) 
c  as   it   diverted    him,  and  occafioned  him  to  take  in- 

*  veftiture  in  his  government,  though  from  them,  yetmThurloe, 

4  under  his  former  title  of  Proteclor  (/£)/ It  appears  vol.  i,  p. 

from  a  letter  of  Tbur/oe's  to  Henry  Cromwell,  dated  21765, 
April,   1657,  that   the  Proteclor   deliberated    much  on 

the  affair,  and  kept  every  body  in  fufpence  about  it, 
'  Certainly,  fays  he,  his  highnefs  hath  very  great  dif- 
c  faculties  in  his  owne  minde,  although  he  hath  had  the 

I  i   3  c  cleared 
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the  third  of  September >  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 

dree 


(/)  Thurloe, 


cleared:  call  that  ever  man  had  ;  and  for  ought  I  fee, 
the  parliament  will  not  be  perfwaded,  that  there  can 
be  any  fettlement  any  other  way.  The  title  is  not 
the  queftion,  but  it's  the  ofice,  which  is  knowne  to 
the  laws  and  this  people.  They  know  their  duty  to 
a  Kinge,  and  his  to  them.  Whatever  elfe  there  is 
will  be  wholly  new,  and  be  nothing  elfe  but  a  proba- 
tioner, and  upon  the  next  occafion  will  be  changed 
againe.  Befides,  they  fay,  the  name  Protector,  came 
in  by  the  fword  out  of  parliament,  and  will  never  be 
the  ground  of  any  fettlement;  nor  will  there  be  a  free 
parliament  foe  long  as  that  continues ;  and  as  it  fa- 
vours of  the  fword  now,  foe  it  will  at  laft  bringe  all 
thinges  to  be  military.  Thefe  and  other  considera- 
tions, make  men,  who  are  for  fettlement,  fleady  in 
their  refolutions  as  to  this  government  now  in  hand ; 
not  that  they  luft  after  a  Kinge,  or  are  peevifh  upon 
any  account  of  oppofition  ;  but  they  would  lay  foun- 
dations of  libertye  and  freedome,  which  they  judge 
this  the  next  way  to.  My  Lord  Deputy  [Fleetwood] 
and  General  Dejbrowe,  oppofe  themfelves  with  all 
earneftnefs  again  ft  this  title,  but  think  the  other 
things  in  the  petition  and  advice  are  very  honeft.  The 
other  gentleman  \_Lambert  I  fuppofe]  {lands  at  dif- 
tance,  has  given  over  his  oppofition,  and  lets  thinges 
take  their  owne  courfe.  Many  of  the  foldiers  are  not 
only  content,  but  are  very  well  fatisfied  with  this 
change.  Some  indeed  grumble,  but  that's  the  moft, 
for  ought  I  can  perceive.  And  furely  whatever  refo- 
lutions his  highnefs  takes,  they  will  be  his  owne,  there 
beinge  nothing  from  without,  that  fhould  be  any  con- 
ftreint  upon  him,  either  to  take  or  refufe  it  (/).'. 


vo .  vi.  p.  q^  ^  ^  ^  ^-.y  t^e  5ecretary  informs  the  fame  gen- 
tleman, that  Fketwocd  and  Defbrowe  feemed  to  be  very 
much  fixed  againft  the  Protecltor's  beinge  King,  '  And 
6  fays  he,  fpeak  of  nothing  but  giving  over  their  com- 
*  rnands  ;  and   all  imployment,  if  he  doth  accept  that 

c  title  ; 
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dred  fifty-eight  5  aged  fomewhat  more  than 
fifty-nine  years  and  four  months.     By  Eliza- 
beth, 

*  title;  others  alfo,  fpeak  the   fame  language;  fa  that ^ .^J*^ 
€  our  difficulties  are  many  (m).y  p.  261. 

But  Cromwell?  who  had  been  ufed  to  difficulty  and  op- 
pofition,  was  not  eafily  to  be  daunted.  He  took  thofe 
meafures  which  prudence  fuggefted,  and  endeavoured  to 
win  over  his  old  friends  by  rallery  and  perfwafion.  From 
time  to  time  he  delayed  giving  his  anfwer  on  this  im- 
portant fubjecl,  and  tried  by  '  all  poflible  means,  fays 
6  Ludlow?  to  prevail  with  the  officers  of  the  army  to 
'  approve  his  defign ;  and  knowing  that  lieutenam-gene- 
6  ral  Fleetwood  and  col.  Defbrowe  were  particularly  a~ 
6  verfe  to  it,  he  invited  himfelf  to  dine  perfonaily  with 
e  the  colonel,  and  carried  the  lieutenant-general  with 
'  him,  where  he  began  to  droll  with  them  about  mo- 
'  narchy,  and  fpeaking  (lightly  of  it,  faid  it  was  but  a 
e  feather  in  a  man's  cap,  and  therefore  wondered  that 
6  men  would  not  pleafe  children,  and  permit  them  to 
6  enjoy  their  rattle.  But  he  received  from  them,  as 
c  col.  Defbrowe  £i nee  told  me,  fuch  an  anfwer  as  was 
c  not  at  all  fu table  to  his  expectations  or  defires.  For 
'  they  afiured  him  there  was  more  in   this  matter  than 

*  he  perceived;  that  thofe  who  put  him  upon  it  were 
c  no  enemies  to  Charles  Stuart  ;  and  that  if  he  accepted 

*  of  it,  he  would  infallibly  draw  ruin  on  himfelf  and 
'  friends.     Having  thus  founded  their  inclinations,  that 

*  he  might  conclude  in  the  manner  he  had  begun,  he 
4  told  them  they  were  a  couple  of  fcrupulous  fellows, 
c  and  fo  departed.     The  next  day  he  fent  a  mefTage  to 

*  the  houfe,  to  require  their  attendance  in  the  painted 
c  chamber  the  next  morning,  defigning  as  all  men  be- 
c  lieved,  there  to  declare  his  acceptance   of  the  crown. 

*  But  in  the  mean  time  meeting  with  col.  Defbrowe  in 
6  the  great  walk  of  the  park,  and  acquainting  him  with 

*  his  refolution,  the  colonel  made  anfwer,  that  he  then 
t  gave  the  caufe  and  Cromwell's  family  alfo  for  loft  ; 
'  adding,  that   though   he   was  refolved   never   to   act 

I  i  4  '  again  ft 
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hethy  his  only  wife,  he  had  feveral  children, 
of  whom  fix    furvived   him,  viz.  two  fons 


c  againft  him,  yet  he  would  not   ac"t,  for  him  after  that 

*  time ;  fo  after  forne  other  difcourfe  upon  the  fame 
6  fubjecl,  Defhrowe  went  home,  and  there  found  col. 
f  Pride^  whom  Cromwell  had  knighted  with  a  faggot- 
6  flick;  and  having  imparted  to  him  the  defign  of  Crom- 

*  well  to  accept  the  crown,  Pride  anfwered  he  mail 
c  not :  Why,  faid   the  colonel,  how  wilt  thou  hinder 

\oi  ii   p0V3  '  *■*"    r^°  wn*ch  P*ide  replied,  get  me  a  petition  drawn, 
586.  *  and  I  will  prevent  it  («).'— — A  petition   was  drawn, 

and  by  colonel  Mafon,  in  the  name  of  divers  officers  of 
(o)  Journals,  the  army,  delivered  to  the  houfe,  May  8,  1657  (0). 
The  contents  of  it  were  to  this  purpofe :  '  That  they 
c  had  hazarded  their  lives  againft  monarchy,  and  were 
6  {till  ready  fo  to  do,  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the 

*  nation :  that  having  obferved  in  fome  men  great  en- 
c  deavours   to  bring  the  nation   again  under  their  old 

*  fervitude,  by  preffing  their  general  to  take  upon  him 
e  the  title  and  government  of  a  King,  in  order  to  de- 
6  flroy  him,  and   weaken  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were 

*  faithful  to  the  publick;  they  therefore  humbly  defired 
6  that  they  would  difcountenance  all  fuch  perfons  and 
c  endeavours,  and  continue  ftedfaft  to  the  old  caufe, 
'  for  the  prefervation  of  which,  they   for  their  parts, 

*  were  moft  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives. — — This  pe- 
c  tition  was  fubferibed  by  two  colonels,  feven  lieuten- 
'  ant-colonels,  eight  majors,  and  fixteen  captains,  who 
'  with  fuch  officers  in  the  houfe  as  were  of  the  fame 
c  opinion,  made  up  the  majority  of  thofe  relating  to 
c  that  part  of  the  army  which  was  then  quartered  about 
e  the  town.  It's  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  houfe 
c  or  Cromwell  was  more  furprized  at  this  unexpected 
c  addrefs ;  but  certainly  both  were  infinitely  difturbed 
£  at  it.  As  foon  as  the  notice  of  it  was  brought  to 
*  Cromwell^  he  fent  for  lieutenant- genera!  Fleetwood* 
6  and  told  him,  that  he  wondered  he  would  fuffer  fuch 
1  a  petition  to  proceed    fo  far,  which  he   might  have 

*  bin- 
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and  four    daughters.     1.    Richard  his  fuc- 
ceffor,    married    to   the    elded    daughter  of 

Richard 


&  hindered,  fince  he  knew  it  to  be  his  refolution  not  to 

*  accept  the  crown  without  the  confent  of  the  army; 
and  therefore  defired  him  to  haften  to  the  houfe,  and 
to  put  them  off  from  doing  any  thing  farther  therein. 
The  lieutenant-genera!  immediately  went  thither,  and 
told  them  that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  debated, 
much  lefs  to  be  anfwered  at  this  time,  the  contents  of 
it  being  to  defire  them  not  to  prefs  the  Protector  to 
be  King,  whereas  the  prefent  bufmefs  was  to  receive 
his  anfwer  to  what  had  been  formerly  offered  him, 
and  therefore  defired  that  the  debate  of  it  might  be 
put  off,  till  they  had  received  his  anfwer.  To  this 
the  houfe  having  confented,  they  received  a  meffage 
from  Cro  uwell,  that  inflead  of  meeting  him  in  the 
painted  chamber,  which  was  the  place  where  he  ufed 
to  give  his  confent,  they  would  meet  him  in  the  ban- 
quetting- houfe  :  fo  the  members  came  to  Whitehall, 
and  Crcmwell  with  great  orientation  of  his  felfdenyal  0)  Ludlow, 
re f ufed  the   title   of  King  (/>).'     This  refufal  was  on  Vg"  "' p" 

the  izth  of  May,  1657.  The  conclufion  of  the  fpeech 
made  by  the  Protedlor  on  this  memorable  occafion,  was 
in  thefe  words  :  '  I  fhould  not  be  an  honeft  man,  if 
4   I   fhould  not   tell   you,  that  I  cannot   accept   of  the 

*  government,  nor  undertake  the  trouble  arid  charge  of 
'  it ;  which  I  have  a  little  more  experimented  than 
'  every  body,  what  troubles  and  difficulties  do  befall 
'  men  under  fuch  trulls,  and  in  fuch  undertakings :  I 
'  fay,  I  am  perfwaded  to  return  this  anfwer  to  you  ; 
'  that  I  cannot  undertake  this  government,  with  the 
c  title  of  King:   and  that  is  my  anfwer  to  this  great  and 

'   weighty   bulinefs    ('/).' Mr.    Tburlce's  account  of(?)  journal. 

this  affair,  written  foon  after  it  was  tranfa£ted,  to  Henry 
Cromwell,  as  it  in  a  good  meafure  confirms  the  above 
relation  of  Ludlow's,  will,  J  believe,  not  be  unaccepta- 
ble to  the  reader.     '  His  Highneffe,  faith  he,  hath  de- 

*  dared  that  he  could   not  give  his  confent  to  the  par- 

c  liament's 
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*endLfP"   l&chard  Major,  Efq*;    2.  Henry,  who  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Rujfel  of  C&/>- 

penham 

5  liament's    advice,    becaufe    of    the   title    Kinge.      I 

*  perceive  this  hath   ilrucke  a    great  dampe  upon  the 

*  fpirits  of  fome,  and  much  raifed  and  elevated  others. 
'  His  Highneile  was  pleafed   upon    the  Wednefday  and 

*  Thurjday  before,  to  declare  to  feveral    of  the  houfe, 

4  that  he  was  refolved  to  accept  it  with  that  title ;  but 

6  juli  in  the  very  nicke  of  tyme  he  took  other  refolu- 
6  tions,  the  three  great  men  profeffinge  their  great  un~ 
6  freeneife  to  act,  and  fayd,  that  ymmediately  after  his 
c  acceptance  thereof,  they  muR  withdraw  from  all  pub- 
€  lick  ymployment,  and  foe  they  believed  would  feverall 

*  other  officers  of  quality,  that  had  been  engaged  all 
«  alonge  in  this  warre.  Befides,  the  very  morning  the 
«  houfe  expected  his  Highneile  would  have  come  to 
«  have  given   his   confent   to  the  bill,  fome  26  or  27 

5  officers  came  with  a  petition  to  the  parliament,  to  de- 
<  fire  them  not  to  preffe  his  Highneile  any  farther  about 
€  king^ip'  The  petition  was  brought  to  the  barr  by 
4  lieutenant-colonel  Mafon,  who  was  the  cheife  man, 
s  who  promoted  it,  and  went  up  and  down  from  man 

*  to  man  to  get  hands  thereunto.     The  petition  was 

*  not  read,  but  layed  by,  and  fome  moved,    that  the 

*  houfe  would  take  it  into  their  confiderationt  as  a 
c  breach  of  priviledge;    but  that  was   neither  thought 

(r)  Vol.  vi.  e  fit  to  be  hearkned  unto.  It  is  hard  to  guefie  v/hat 
p.  2$i,  i  wjjj  j^  done  next  (r).'  However,  it  was  on  the  22d 
of  May  refolved  by  the  parliament  that,  inftead  of  the 
paragraph  relating  to  the  title  of  King  in  the  humble 
petition  and  advice,  the  following  claufe  mould  be  in- 
serted ;  viz*  '  That  your   Highnefs  would    be  pleafed, 

*  by  and  under  the  name  and  flyle  of  Lord  Protector 
£  of  the  commonwealth   of  England,  Scotland  and  lre~ 

6  land,  and  the  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  be* 

*  longino-,  to  hold  and  exercife  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
8  giftrate  of  thefe  nations  ;  and  to  govern  according  to 

*  this   petition   and  advice,  in  all   things  therein  con- 

*  tained  > 
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penham  in  Cambridge/hire.  His  daughters 
were,  1.  Bridget,  married  to  commiffary 
general  Ireton,  and  afterwards  to  lieutenant- 


gene- 


*  tained ;  and  in  all  other  things  according  to  the  laws  ^J0^™^!* 

4  of  thefe   nations    and  not  otherwife  (*).' On  the  ioe,  vol.vL 

25th,  the  humble  petition   and    advice   being  prefented  P- 3I0» 

by  the  parliament,  was  folemnly  fworn  to  by  his  High- 

nefs,  who  with   great  pomp  was  then  anew  inaugurate  whitiock's 

ed  (/) Thus  Cromwell  was  baulked  in   his   hopes  of  account  of 

the  diadem  by  his  near  relations   2nd   intimate  friends  !  i£  in  note 
Men  of  principle  we  may  fuppofe,  who  chofe   rather  ^° 
to  difoblige  him,  and  forfeit  their  employments  than  to 
build    again  what  they  had  deftroyed.     Rare  examples 

of  integrity. Had  the  crown  been  placed  on  the  head 

of  the  Protector,  in  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  the  par- 
liament, 'tis  not  improbable  it  might  have  frrengthned 
his  own  government,  and  enabled  him  to  tranfmit  tO(«seethe 
pofterity  many  very  valuable  priviledges  (u).     But  for  humble Pe- 
want  of  this,  his  houfe  of  peers  was  of  no  weight:  his  titl°?  and 

*  o       *  Advice* 

army  was  necenary,  but  troublefome ;  and  he  was  per- 
petually expofed  to  the  clamours  or   confpiracies  of  fe- 

veral  factions. Certain  'tis,  it  was  eligible  in  his  own 

eye,  and  in  the  eye  of  Tkurloe,  and    therefore  it    may 

well  be  fuppofed  they  faw  many  advantages  in  it.- — . 

It  appears  at  firit  fight  that  it  would  have  reftored  the 
confiitution,  as  founded  on  an  original  contrail:.  As 
mention  has  been  made  more  than  once  of  Cromwell's 
houfe  of  lords,  'tis  proper  the  reader  Ihould  have  fome 
information  concerning  them.  1  he  fecond  article  of 
the  petition  and  advice  recommended  the  calling  of  par- 
liaments confuting  of  two  houfes.  This  Tinted  well 
with  the  title  of  King,  which  was  at  firft  intended  for 
the  Protector ;  and  probably,  if  that  had  been  afTumed, 
many  of  the  antient  nobility  and  gentry  would  have 
been  pleafed  to  have  had  feats  in  the  upper  houfe.  But 
though  the  crown  was  rcfukd,  the  project  of  a  houfe  of 
lords   was  continued.     The  number  was  not  to  exceed 

feventy, 
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general  Fleetwood.  2.  Elizabeth,  wife  to 
John  Cleypoky  Efq;  3.  Mary,  married  to 
lord  Faitconberg.     4.  Frances,  wife  to   Mr. 

Rich, 

feventy,  nor  to  be  lefs  than  forty.  Their  nomination 
was  placed  in  the  Protector,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Cromwell  was  under  fome  dif- 
ficulty about  the  choice.  Some  were  fit,  but  not  wil- 
ling to  ferve;  others  willing  and  defirous,  but  very  un- 
fit. At  length,  on  the  10th  of  December ;  165  J,  ano- 
ther houfe  was  nominated,  and  writs  iffued  out  for  fum- 
moning  the  members  of  it;  who  on  the  20th  of  Ja- 
nuary following,  fat  in  that  which  was  formerly  the 
houfe  of  lords.  The  number  of  the  members  of  this 
houfe  were  fixty  two,  among  whom  were  the  earls  of 
Manchejler,  Mulgrave,  and  Warwick ;  the  lords  Say  and 
Sele,  Fauconberg,  Wharton,  Eure,  and  Howard,  after- 
wards earl  of  Carl/JIe;  the  vifcount  Life,  eldeft  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Leicejter,  the  lord  Broghill,  and  the  earl  of 
CaJJils;  befides  many  gentlemen  of  the  beft  families, 
fuch  as  Montague,  RuJJel,  Hobart,  Onflow,  St.  John, 
Pierpoini,  Crew,  Popham,  Hampden,  and  others.  In- 
termixed with  thefe  were  men  who  had  rifen  by  their 
own  valour  and  intereft  from  very  fmall  beginnings  and 
mean  employments;  of  which  fort  were  jfones,  Pride, 
Hew/on,  Barkjiead,  Whalley,  Goff,  Berry  and  Cooper. 
To  thefe  were  added  the  Proteclor's  two  fons,  his  fons 
in-law  Cleypole  and  Fleetwood,  the1  commiflioners  of  the 
Great  Seal,  and  of  the  treafury,  with  others  of  near 
relation  to  the  court  (*).  All  the  old  nobility,  lord 
Eure  excepted,  refufed  to  fit  in  this  new  aiTembly,  on 
account,  I  fuppofe,  of  the  mean  original  of  fome  of  the 
company,  or  of  the  authority  by  which  they  were  convened. 
— However,  they  did  nothing  of  any  importance.  The 
fecluded   members   being   admitted    into   the   houfe   of 

(*)  Walkly's  New  Catalogue  of  Lords,  &c.  and  fecond  Narrative  of 
the  late  Parliament,  &c.  printed  in  the  5th  year  of  England's  flavery 
under  its  new  monarchy,     jfib.     16  58. 

com- 
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Rich,  grandfon  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and 
afterwards  to  Sir  John  Ruffel,  of  Chippenham, 
in  Cambridge/hire. 

In 


commons,  as  before  obferved,  turned  al!  things  againft 
the  court ;  refufed  any  intercourfe  with  the  new  houfe  of 
lords,  and  behaved   fo  ill   in   the  eye  of  the   protector, 

that,  in  great  heat,  he   diflblved   them. This  was 

the  lad  parliament  that  fat  during  Cromwe'ts  life,  '  he 
c  being  compelled  to  wreflle  with  the  difficulties  of  his 
6  place,  fays  Mr.  Maid/tone,  fo  well  as  he  could,  with- 
c  out  parliamentary  alliftance,    and  in   it  met  with    fo 

*  great  a  burden,  as  (I  doubt  not  to  fay  ir,   drank  up  his 

*  fpirits,    of   which    his   natural  conftitution  yielded  a 

c  vaft  ftocke)  and  brought  him  to  his  grave  (a).'     This  (*) fWoe, 

,     r  r  1  ?■>  r  r     \  ■  vol.  1.  p.766. 

*  leems  to  connrm  what  Burnet  lays,  c  that  it  was  ge- 
Q  nerally  believed  that  his    life  and    all    his  arts    were 

6  exhaufted   at    once,  and  that   if  he  had  lived  much  ^  vol,  i, 

*  longer,  he  could  not  have  held  things  together  (#).' p.  68. 
Mr.  Cowhy  obferves,  c  that  he  feemed   evidently  to  be 

4  near  the  end  of  his  deceitful  glories,  and  his  own  ar-  (y)D;fcourfe 

*  my  grew  at  lafl  as  weary  of  him  as   the   reft  of  the  on  the  go- 

c  people  (>).'     In  another  place  he  tells  us,  '  it  was  be-  ve!;nment  of 

*  lieved  Cromwell  died  with  grief  and  difcontent,  becaufe  Cromwell 
6  he  could  not  attain  to  the  honeft  name  of  a  king,  and  p.  96. 

*  the  old   formality  of  a  crown,  though  he  had   before 

*  exceeded  the   power    by   a   wicked    ufurpation.'- 

That  care,  anxiety,  difappointment  and  vexation  prey 
on  the  fpirits,  and  wafte  the  conftitution,  is  known  to 
all  j  that  thefe  were  the  lot  of  Cromwell,  as  they  are 
of  moft  of  thofe  who  are  placed  on  the  pinnacle  of 
glory,  and  attentive  to  their  duty  and  their  fame,  may 
very  eafily  be  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  read  the  fore- 
going notes;  that  the  government .  of  Crcmwell  was 
greatly  embarrafled  by  the  madnefs  of  parties,  the 
eftrangement  of  friends,  and  the  want  of  money  to  pay 
the  armies  which  it  was  neceftaiy  to  keep  on  foot:  i  fay 
that  this  was  fo,  is  too  evident  to  be  denied. But  had 

the 
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In  his  death  he  difplayed -his  wonted 
(bbbb)  firmnefs  and  enthufialm.  His  bo- 
dy was  buried  with  more  than  regal  mag- 
nificence   (*)    in    Wejlminjler- Abbey >    from 

whences 

the  life  of  the  protector  been  prolonged,  'tis  not  impof- 
fible  he  might  have  got  the  better  of  his  difficulties, 
and  maintained"  his  pofl  in  fpight  of  all  oppofition. 
For  we  are  to  remember  it  was  Cromwell  who  had  dared 
to  feize  the  government;  to  raife  money  by  his  own  au- 
thority ;  to  create  and  diflblve  parliaments ;  to  combat 
with  Kings,  and  to  fcatter  terror  through  the  nations.  — • 
By  what  means  he  would  have  done  this,  whether  by 
(z)  Thur-  fecurinp;  Fleetwood  and  Defbrowe*  to  whom  he  owed  his 
■*  vll*difappointment,  in  afFuming  the  crown,  and  calling  ano- 
ther parliament,  muft  be  left  to  the  conjeclure  of  the 
reader.  The  latter  he  certainly  had  thoughts  of  before 
his  ficknefs  {%). 

(bbbb,)  In  his  death  he  difplayed  his  zvonted  fi>mnef$ 
and  entbujiafm)  '  When  the  fyrnptoms  of  death,  fays 
'  Mr.  Ludlow,  were  apparent  upon  him,  and  many  mi- 

*  nifters  and  others  afiembled   in  a  chamber  at  White- 

*  ball9  praying  for  him,  whilft  he  manifefted  fo  little 
6  remorfe  of  confcience  for  his  betraying  the  publick 
c  caufe,  and  facrificing  it  to  the  idol  of  his  own  ambi- 
c  tion,  that  fome  of  his  lair,  words  were  rather  be- 
€  coming  a  mediator  than  a  finner,  recommending  to 
€  God  the  condition  of  the  nation  that  he  had  fo  in- 
'  famoufly  cheated,  and  expreffing  a  great  care  of  the 
c  people  whom  he  had  fo  manifeftly  defpifed.  But  he 
c  feemed,  above  all,  concerned  for  the  reproaches  he 
e  faid  men  would  caft  upon  his  name,  in  trampling  on 
fi  his  afhes  when  dead.     In  this  temper  of  mind  he  de- 

^a\Vr°1'  "' '  parted  this  life  (a). '—I  fancy  Mr." Ludlow  had  in  his  eye 
the  following  expreffions  which  Cromwell  is  faid  to  have 
made  ufe  of  in  his  ficknefs,  in  a  prayer  addreffed  to  the  Su- 

•*)  The  expences  of  his  funeral  are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  6o;ooo  1. 

prems 
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whence,    after  the  reiteration,    it    was    re- 
moved, and  treated  with  all   poffible  indig- 
nity.    His  character    has    been   very    diffe- 
rently 

preme  Being.     e  Lord,  although   I  am  a   miferable  and 

*  wretched   creature,    I    am     in    covenant   with   thee, 

*  through  grace,  and  I  may,  I  will   come   to  thee   for 

*  thy  people,  thou  haft  made  me  (though  very  unwor- 
c  thy)  a  mean  inftrument  to  do  them  fome  good,  and 

*  thee  fervice ;  and  many  of  them  have  fet  too  high  a 
c  value  upon  mee,  though  others  wilh,  and  would  be 

*  glad  of    my   death  ;    but  Lord,    however  thou  doft 

c  difpofe  of  mee,  continue  and  go  on   to  do  good  for(^)  collec- 
4  them.     Give    them    confiitency   of  judgment,    onetion  of  k- 

*  heart,  and  mutual  love,  and   go  on  to  deliver  them,IeraI  Pafras~ 

•    •  i       i  r       r  •  es  c°ncern- 

4  and   with  the  work  or  reformation,    and   make    theing  his  late 

*  name  of  Chrift  glorious  in  the  world.     Teach  thofe, Highneffe, 

c  who  look  too  much  upon  thy  inftrumenis,  to  depend  JJ  ^.e  u^m 
c  more  upon  thyfelf ;  pardon  fuch   as  defire  to  tramplenefs,  by  one 

*  upon  the  duft  of  a  poor  worm,  for  they  are  thy  peo-that  wa3 

«  pie  too  (b).' This  was  all  in  charader.- Two^*™3 

or  three  more  of  his  expreffions,  when  death  was  in  hisber.    4to. 
view,  will   mew  us  in  what  temper  he  left  the  world. Lond-  p-«» 

*  Lord,  thou  knowefl,  if  I  do  defire   to   Jive,  it  is  toL? *' 

*  mew  forth  thy  praife,  and  declare  thy  works  (■*)" Seethe  quo- 

Again  he   faid,  CI  would  be  willing  to  live  to  be  fur- tation  from 
'  ther  ferviceable  to  God  and  his  people,  but  my  worknaJesr1p7 

'  is  done,  yet  God  will  be  with  his  people/ Thefe 

fayings  feem  to  evince  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  ;  the 
main  thing  he  had  in  view,  to  have  been  the  publick 
good  ;  and  ftrongly  confirm  what  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  avowed  opinion  of  the  mofl  excellent  Tillotforiy 
c  That  at  laft  Cromwell's   enthufiafm   got  the  better  of 

'  his    hypocrify.' The  night  before   his  death,  and 

not  before,  lord  Fauconberg  fays,  he  declared  his  fon 
Richard  his  fuccefTor,  in  prefencc  of  four  or  five  of  his  ^,TI!.urIoe> 

..    ,   .  *  vol.  VII. 

council  (c).  p#  375> 

His 
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rently    (cccc)  reprefcnted  by  different  per- 

fons  $ 

(cccc)  His  char  after  has  been  very  differently  repre- 
fented.~\  Mr.  Thurloe,  in  a  letter  to  H.  Cromwell^  the 
day  after  his  father's  deceafe,  tells  him,  it  c  is  not  to  be 
6  (aid,  what  affection  the  army  and  all  people  fhew  to 
e  his  \%iQ  highnefs  ;  his  name  is  already  precious.  Ne- 
Q  ver  was  there  any  man  foe  prayed  for  as  he  was  duringe 
fe  his  ficknefs,  fohmns  affemblies  meetinge   every   day, 

*  to  befeecli  the  Lord  for  the  continuance  of  his  life ; 
4  foe  that  he  is  gone  to  heaven,  embalmed  with  the 
c  tears  of  his  people,  and  upon  the  wings  of  the  pray- 
c  ers  of  the  faints.     He  lived  defired,  and  dyed  lament- 

loe  voLvii.  *  e^'  every  body  bemoaning   themfelves,  and  faying,  a 

P-373-         c  great  man  is   fallen   in   Ijrael  (d).'     Lord  Fauconberg 

fiiles   him  '  the    greater!  perfonage   and    inftrument  of 

.  4  happinefs,  not  only  our  own  but  indeed   any  age  elfe 

p,  375.        c  ever  produced  (<?).' e  I  do  believe,  fays  Mr.  Maid- 

€  Jione,  if  his  ftory  were  impartially  tranfmitted,  and 
'  the  unprejudiced  world  well  poflefl  v/ith  it,  ihe  would 

*  add  him  to  her  nine  worthies,  and  make  up  that 
4  number  a  Decemviri.  He  lived  and  died  in  comfort- 
c  able  communion    with  God,  as  judicious  perfons  near 

mid  vol  C  mm  we^  °bfeJ*yed.     He  was  that  Msrdecai  that  fought 

i.  p.  766.     *  the  welfare  of  his   peop'e  (/).'— — -Thefe    are  high 

eulogiums  from    his   friends,  and,  doubtlefs,  proceeded 

,  %  r  from  the  affection  and  gratitude  of  thofe  who'  uttered 

( &  i   A  pc  or 

Lewis  XIV. tnem'      Mr.  Voltaire  fliles  Cromwell  '  an  ufurper  worthy 

vol.i.  i2mo.  «  to  reign  (g) ','  and  tells  us,  'he  died  in  the  rnidfr,  of 

p.  70.  «  the  projects  he  was  forming  to  flrengthen  his  own 

£  power,  and  increafe  the  glory  of  his  nation.' And 

*  that  he  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  a  dextrous 

*  villain,    an    intrepid  commander,  a   bloody    ufurper, 
\h)  Id.  p.  77.  J  and  a  fovereign   that  knew   the  art  of  governing  [h)J 

—  Mazarine )  who  had  abjectly  courted  Cromwell  dur- 
ing life,  and  received  the  law  in  almoft  all  things  from 
him,  after  his  death,   is  faid   to  have  characterized  him 
(i)  Vol.  vi.  as  *  a  fortunate  fool  (?).'     Lord  Clarendon  does  him  lefs 
p'    53'        injuftice,    I    am    perfwaded,  mod    readers    will    think, 

whs,\ 
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fons ;    though  his   memory  was  celebrated 

by 
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when  he  defcribes  him  c  as  a  brave  wicked  man.'  I 
will  add  no  more  but  the  following  defcription  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  drawn  by  a  celebrated  and  illufrrious 
pen.  *  Europe,  fays  he,  had  granted  the  furname  of 
Great  to  three  fovereigns,  who  reigned  almofl  at  the 
fame  time,  namely,  Cromwell*  Lewis  XIV.  and  Fre- 
derick-William.  To  Cromwell,  for  having  facrificed 
every  civil  duty  to  the  defire  of  reigning ;  for  hav- 
ing proftituted  his  talents,  which,  inflead  of  being 
ufeful  to  his  country,  were  fubfervient  only  to  his 
ambition  *  for  having  concealed  his  impoftures  under 
the  mask,  of  fanaticifm  \  for  having  enflaved  his  coun- 
try under  a  pretence  of  fighting  for  her  liberties;  for 
becoming  the  executioner  of  his  King,  whom  he  fa- 
crificed to  his  fury  :  to  Cromwell*  a  bold,  cunning, 
and  ambitious  man,  but  unjuft,  violent,  and  void  of 
virtue  *  a  man,  in  fme,  who  had  great  qualities,  but 
never  a  q-ood  one. .  Cromwell*  therefore,  did  not  de- 
krvQ  the  furname  of  Great,  which  is  due  only  to 
virtue;  and  it  would  be  degrading  Lewis  XIV .  and 
Frederick-William*  to  compare  them  to  fuch  a  ri-  \k)  Memoirs 
val  (k),9  What  degradation  it  might  be  to  Frederick-  of  Branden- 
William  to  compare  him  with  the  proteelor,  I  pretend  burS*  P'J53« 
not  to  fay  :  but,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  if  Cromwell 
did  not  deferve  the  furname  of  Great,  much  lefs  did 
Lewis  XIV".  What  were  the  faults  imputed  to  Crom- 
well? Dililmulation,  hypocrify,  bringing  Charles  to 
the  block,  and  ingratitude  towards  the  Long  parlia- 
ment.  Let  thefe  crimes    be    weighed    in  the   nicefr. 

balance,  they  muft  be  light  as  air  when  oppofed  to  thofe 
of  Lewis*  who  was  an  adulterer,  who  was  not  afhamed 
to  ponfefs  that  he  waged  war  meerly  for  his  glory  (dif- 
daining  fo  much  as  even  to  avow  any  reafonable  pre- 
tence for  overrunning  Holland*  and  fubjecling  its  inha- 
bitants to.  innumerable  woes)  and  waited  the  fineft 
country  with  fire  and  fword.  Two  cities  and  twenty- 
five  towns  in  flames  at  one  time,  were  a  fpeclacle  fuf- 

K  k  ficient 
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by  the  fineft  pens  (ddpd)  of  his  age;  and 

he 


(/■)  Voltaire's ficient  to  imprint  the  worft  ideas  of  the  immortal  Lewis 
Lg     XIV  anc*  ^e  g°^^e  Turenne  (/).     Where,  but  among  bar- 

voi.  i.  p,'    "  harians,  was  fuch   a  fcehe  ever  exhibited  ?- No,r 

1^,  was  this  all — -Leivis  broke  through  all  oaths  and  trea- 
ties, every  thing  facred.  Nothing,  in  a  word,  was  ever 
equal  to  his  villany.  Witnefs  his  wars  in  Flanders  9  his 
breach  of  the  Partition  Treaty,  and,  above  all,  his  revo- 
cation of  theedicl:  of  Naniz  (at  the  inftigation  of  priefts) 
whereby  thoufands  of  his  innocent  fubjecls  were  ruined, 
his  kingdom  irnpoverifhed,  and  its  manufactures  car- 
ried abroadi  Was  there  any  thing  in  Cromwell's  cha- 
racter to  be  compared  with  all  this  ? Cromwell^  with 

all  his  faults,  had  many  real  virtues.     Not  fo  Lewis  : 
he  was  a  bigot;  be   was    prieft-ridden ;  fuperftitious  ; 
with  little  perfonal  valour,  and  much  vanity  ;  who,  but 
for  his  love  and  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  would 
have  been   ranked   with  the  Nero?)  the  Caligula^  the 
Bcmiiians,  the  tyrants  and  deitroyers  of  mankind.     He 
did  not  deferve  then  <  the  furname  of  Great,  which  is 
£  due  only  to  virtue/     The  painting  out  fuch  enemies 
of  liberty  and   mankind   in  the  fineft  colours,  by  the 
fineft  pens,  is  the  greateft  reproach  of  letters,  and  mofi 
dangerous  to  the  interefts  of  common  humanity ■;  and 
what,  I  hope,  will  juftify  the  warmth  of  thefe  reflections. 
(dddb)   His  memory  was  celebrated  by  the  fineft  pens 
of  his  agef\    The   verfes  of  Mr.   Waller >  L)ryden   and 
Sprain  afterwards  bifhop  of  Rochefier,  are  well  known, 
Befides  t-hefe,  I  have  now  before  me  a  pamphlet,  in- 
bAjimtit*  titled,  *  Mufarurn  Cantabrigienfium  Lucius  &  Gratula- 
pud  johan-  '  tio :  Ille  in  Funere  Oliveri Angliae,  Scotiae  &  Hiber* 
nem  Field,   <  nja»  Protecloris ;  Hsec  de  Ricardi  fucceffione  feiiciffi- 
dsmiaeTy-"*  ma  ad  eundem  (/;/).'     In    the  firft  copy  of  verfes,  by 
pographum.  Tuckney,  m after  of  Sf.  Johnh    college,  England  is  in- 
16581         tioduced  fpeaking  in  the  following  ftrains  : 

Ergo  Jaces,  Dux  magne  ?  Jaces,  Pater  alme  ? ;  -rice  ultra 
Permittis  circum  yidtricia  ismpora  laurum 

.  *  Ser- 
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fie  left  behind   him  a   never-dying    fame. 

Serpere  ?  Pacificos  an  dedignaris  honores  ? 
AtPopuli  miferefce  tui,  quibusipfefalutem 
Impertire  foles,  &  qui  tua  fceptra  colebant  . 

Obfequip  affe&uque  pari.     Sed  Carmina  nulla  j 

Won  exorandas  potuerunt  fleclere  Parcas. 
Occidit  Anglorum  decus  ingens,  occidit,  eheu  ! 
Gentis  Prefidium  !  Quis  me  jam  yindicet  armis  ? 
Quis  poterit  nimiurn  dubiis  fuccurrere  rebus  f 
Ssepius  ilia  Pattern,  Pattern  triftiffima  dixit, 
iEffuditque  iftas  non  exaudita  querelas. 

Dr.  TVhichcot  celebrates  his  *nild  government  an# 
peaceful  end  in  thefe  lines : 

Sobrius  aufculta  veterum  quid  pagina  narrat. 
Fata  trahunt  homines  cruciatibus  ingeniofos. 
Decumbunt  tremuli  non  ficca  morte  Tyranni, 
Arte  fua  pereant  femper  (juftiffima  Lex  eft) 
Artifices  nequam,  quos  inclementia  pulfat. 
At  Pater  hie  Patriae  non  eft  tormenta  minatus, 
Annofufque  expirat,  &  alta  in  pace  quiefcit. 

Horton^  Minjhul,  Seaman*  celebrate  his  character  in 
the  higheft  terms,  as  did  Worthlngton^  Dillingham,  Ar- 
rowjmithy  and  others.  Dr.  Cudworth  has  an  Hebrew 
•poem  in  this  collection.  There  was  alfo  publiflied  on 
this  occafion,  *  Beatis  Manibus  invi£th3Smi  Herors  Oli- 

*  varii  Magni,  magnas  Britanniae  Protectoris  Parentatio,  {„)  Mercu- 

*  Scripta  ab  Equite  Polono,'  which  I  have  not  feen  (»).  rius  Pditi- 
Thus  was  the  fame  of  Cromwell  founded  abroad;  CU*J     °* 

thus  was  he  lamented  on  his  deceafe.  At  the  restora- 
tion, indeed,  his  a(hes  were  trampled  on  (0),  and  his  (0)  See  Ap- 
memory  was  branded ;  but  time,  the  great  friend  to  Pendlx* 
truth,  has,  in  fome  meafure,  cleared  up  his  character, 
and  done  juftice  to  his  abilities;  and,  if  he  cannot  be 
ranked  amongft  the  beft,  he,  undoubtedly,  is  to  be 
placed  amongft  the  greateft  of  princes. 
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Copy  of  a  manufcript  paper,  written,  it  is  probable,  about  the 
end  of  the  year  1 647,  now3  with  many  other  original  and 
valuable  papers  relating  to  the  civil-wars,  in  the  poffejftm 
of  Hans  Wintrop  Mortimer,  Efq;  of  Lincoln's-Inn  5 
which  papers  belonged  formerly  to  coL  Saunders  of  Derby- 
shire, colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe,  &c. 

TH  E  freedome  wee  were  borne  to  is  fo  juflly  due  to 
every  Engl'fwian,  that  whoever  fhall  remember  the 
vehemency  wherewith  the  people  did  thirft  after  a  parlia- 
ment before  they  had  this  ;  the  zeale  wherewith  they  con- 
tributed to  the  late  warre  for  defence  of  this  freedome  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  wherewith  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefTe 
thofe  endeavours  ;  will  foone  be  fatisfled,  that  there  is  no 
better  caufe  in  the  world  to  engage  upon:  and  therefore, 
the  caufe  wee  undertake  at  prefent,  for  which  wee  carry  our 
lives  in  our  hands,  beinge  the  very  fame,  will  certaynly 
need  no  apology  for  itfelf,  the  only  thinge  that  may  feeme 
Arrange  in  thefe  our  actings,  being  the  irregular  marine^ 
oi  profecutingour  undoubted  rights.  ' 

Herein  wee  defire  it  may  be  confidered,  That  all  ordi- 
nary means,  and  fome  extraordinary,  have  beene  already 
attempted,  and,  after  much  patience,  proved  altogether 
fruitlefs: 

That  the  parlament  hath  made  noe  other  ufe  of  the 
many  figr.al  opportunities  put  into  their  hands,  than  to 
continue  their  fitting  at  IVe/iminfier,  and  dividing  the  pub- 
lic treafure  arr.ongft  themfelves : 

K  lc  3  That 
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That  the  chiefe  officers  of  the  army,  (though  pretend- 
ing to  keepe  up  the  forces  under  them  for  the  peopled 
good,  and  to  fee  the  fame  accomplifhed  in  a  fhort  time) 
have  yet  made  noe  other  ufe  of  their  power,  than  to  con- 
tinue and  enlarge  their  own  commands : 

That  befides  our  being  diffapointed  of  the  fruit  fo  long 
expected,  and  being  made  more  flaves  every  day  than  other 
to  committees,  and  fundry  other  arbitrary  courfes ;  even 
jn  the  moft  legal  proceedings  wee  find  foe  much  corrup- 
tion, tediouiheiTe,  chargablenefie,  and  obfcurity  praclifed 
and  abetted  by  officers  of  all  forts,  that  the  law  itfelf  is 
become  noe  protection  to  us  in  our  properties  or  liberties : 
,  Wee  find  that  barbarous  courfe  ftill  maintained  of  im» 
prifoning  men  for  debt,  thereby  hindering  them  from  the 
ufe  of  their  lawful  callings ;  though  they  have  nothings 
elfe  wherewith  to  fatisfy  their  creditors,  or  to  prefer ve 
tbemfelves,  and  their  families  from  ftarvinge  : 

Wee  find  that  the  reftraininge  men's  perfoms  att  pleasure, 
without  caufe  rendered,  and  during  pleafure,  was  never 
more  frequent : 

Wee  find  that  tythes,  whofe  beginninge  was  fuperfti- 
tlous,  and  is  found  by  experience  to  opprefs  the  poor  huf- 
bandman,  and  to  be  vexatious  to  all  manner  of  people, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth  5  were  never  foe  ri- 
goroufiy  and  cruelly  exacted  as  at  prefent : 

Wee  find  taxes  to  be  multiplied  without  number,  of 
hopes  of  end,  and  excife  foe  cruelly  exacted,  that  noe  man 
knows  what  is,  or  what  fhall  be  his  owne;  and  although 
many  millions  of  moneys  hath  been  levied  and  payed,  both 
voluntarily  and  by  compulfion,  yet  noe  accompt  is  given- 
how  they  have  beene  expended  ;  but  the  public  debts  are 
dayly  encreafed  inftead  of  beinge  fatisfied,  and  fuch  vaft 
fums  of  money  payed  dayly  out  of  the  public  treafurie  fo? 
interest  unto  fome  with  uferers,  as  is  almoft  incredible :, 

Wee  find  the  trade  of  the  nation  (which  the  parlament 
promifed  at  the  firft  to  advance)  to  be  generally  decayed, 
that  without  fpeedy  remedy  the  nation  cannot  long  fubfift: 

Wee  find  the  poore  to  be  wholly  difreguarded  and  op^ 
prefled,  and  thousands  of  families  fuffered  to  beg  their 
bread,  and  many  to  perifh  with  hunger :  .       £ 

But  herein  our  condition  hath  beene  rendered  moll  def- 
perate,  that  wee  nave  not  beene  (afiered  to  reprefent  ouf 
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rniferies  to  the  parlament,  and  petition   for  redrefs ;  but 
■perfons  have  beene  imprifbned  for  petitioning,  and  orders 
ifTued   out  from  parlament   to  fupprefs   petitions :  Confi- 
dering  therefore  this   deplorable  effa re   of  the  common- 
wealth, and  the  apparent  danger  of  being  imbroyled  a- 
gaine  each  in  others  bloody  unlefs  a  fpeedy  fettlement  pre- 
vent it ;  and  confidering  not  only,  that  wee  have  attempt- 
ed all  regular  Wayes  to   procure  reliefe  for  Our  longe  op- 
prefTed  country,  but  alfo  that  wee  cannot  with  fafety  any 
longer  offer  our  grievances  and  defires  to  parlament  in  pe- 
titions ;  and  like  wife  confideringe  that   our  fiaVery  under 
arbitrary  power  is  occafioned  by  the  want  of  a  fettlement 
of  a  juft  and  equal  government,  which  if  it  were  efta- 
blifhed   would   fpeedily  eafe  us  of  all   our  common  bur- 
thens ;  wee  cannot  bethinke  ourfelves  of  a  more  probable 
remedy,  than  to  put  ourfelves,  and  invite  our  countrymen 
to  joine  with  us*  in  a  pofture   of  defence,  whereby  wee 
may  be  fecure  from  danger,  and  from  being  prevented  of 
our  good  intentions  by  the  oppofition  of  fuch  as  have  de- 
figned   our  flavery,  while  wee  propound  to  all  our  deat 
countrymen  (who  are  fure  to  bee  concerned  in  fufferinge 
as  much  as  if  they  were  in  ofHce)  fome  certaine  grounds 
of  common    right  and    freedome,  wherein   they  and  wee 
might  fee  reafon  to  agree  amongfr.  ourfelves,  and  thereupon 
to  eftablifh  a  flrme  and  prefent  peace. 

The  particulars  wee  offer  are  as  followeth. 

1.  That  a  period  of  time  be  fet,  wherein  this  prefent 
parlament  mail  certainly  end. 

2.  That  the  people  be  equally  proportioned  for  the 
choice  of  the  deputies  in  all  future  parlaments;  arid  that 
they  doe  of  courfe  meete  upon  a  certaine  day  (once  at 
leaft  in  two  years)  for  that  end* 

3.  That  a  contract  be  drawne  and  fealed  betweene  the 
people  and  their  feveral  deputies  refpeclively,  upon  the 
day  of  the  elections,  wherein  the  bounds,  limits,  and  ex- 
tent of  their  trufl:  (hall  be  clearly  expreffed.  As  that  they 
bee  impowered  with  fufficient  authoritie  for  executinge,  al- 
teringeandrepealingeoflawes;  for  erecYmge  and  aboliminge, 
judicatories  j  forappointinge,  removing  and  callinge  to  ac- 
count magistrates,  and  officers  of  all  degrees ;  for  make- 
jtage  warre  and  peace,  and  treating  with  fovereigne  ftates. 
Ar.d  that  their  power  do  not  extend  to  the  bindingc  of  any 
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man  in  matters  of  religion,  or  in  the  way  of  God's  wor» 
ihip ;  nor  to  compell  the  perfon  of  any  innocent  man  to 
ferve  againft  his  will  either  by,  fea  or  land  ;  nor  to  the 
makinge  of  any  law,  that  (hall  be  either  evidently  perni- 
cious to  the  people,  or  not  equally  obligatory  unto  all  per- 
fons  without  exception. 

4.  That  for  the  fecurity  of  all  parties,  who  have  acted 
on  any  fide  in  the  late  public  differences  iince  the  year 
1640,  and  for  preventing^  all  contentions  amongft  them; 
the  people  may  agree  amongft  thernfelves,  that  no  future 
parlaments  fhall  queftion  or  moleft  any  perfon  for  any 
thinge  fayed  or  done  in  reference  to  thefe  public  diffe- 
rences. 

5.  That  the  great  officers  of  the  nation,  as  well  civil 
as  military,  be  often  removed,  and  others  put  into  their 
room,  either  every  yeare*  or  every  fecond  yeare  at  fartheft  ; 
to  the  end  the  perfons  employed  may  difcharge  themfelves 
with  greater  care,  when  they  know  themfelves  lyable  to 
a  fpeedy  account,  and  that  other  men  may  be  encouraged 
to  deferve  preferment  when  they  fee  the  prefent  incumbents 
Dot  affixed  to  their  offices  as  to  freeholds. 

6.  That  all  determinating  committees  (except  fuch  as 
are  neceflary  to  be  kept  up  for  the  managing  of  forces  by 
fea  and  land)  the  chancery,  and  all  other  arbitrary  courts, 
be  forthwith  diflolved  5  or  at  leaft  all  power  taken  from 
them,  which  they  have  hitherto  exercifed  over  men's  per- 
fons or  efrates :  and  henceforward,  as  well  ordinances  as 
acts  of  parlament  be  executed  in  the  antient  way  of  tryals 
by  juries. 

7.  That  the  huge  volumes  of  feature  laws  and  ordinan- 
ces, with  the  penalties  therein  impofed,  as  well  corporal 
as  pecuniary,  be  well  revifed  ;  and  fuch  only  left  in  force, 
as  fhall  be  found  fit  for  the  commonwealth  ;  efpecially  that 
men's  lives 'be  more  precious  than  formerly,  and  that  lef- 
fer  punifhment  than  death,  and  more  ufeful  to  the  pub- 
lic, be  found  out  for  fmaller  offences  :  that  all  lawes,  writs, 
commiffions*  pleadinges  and  records  be  in  the  Engllfb 
tongue  \  and  that  proceedinges  be  reduced  to  a  more  cer* 
taine  charge,  and  a  more  expeditious  way  than  formerly:. 
That  no  fees  at  all  be  exacted  of  the  people  in  courts  of 
juftice;  but  that  the  public  minifters  of  ftate  be  wholly 
maintained  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

&  That 
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S.  That  efrates  of  all  kinds,  real  and  pcrfonal,  be  .made 
fyable  to. debts;  but  noe  imprifenment  at  all  by  "way  of 
punifhroent,  nor  in  order  to  makinge  fatisfa£tion,  which 
poffibly  can  never  be  made,  but  only  by  way  of  Jecurity 
in  order  to  a  tryal  for  fome  criminal  fact,  to  be  determin- 
ed within  fome  mort  and  certaine  fpace  of  time;  and  that 
this  power  of  reftraininge  mens  perfonsbe  verycautioufly. 
allowed,  to  which  end  the  benefit  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  be 
in  noe  cafe  denied  by  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  grant 
them. 

9.  That  tythes  be  wholly  taken  away,  the  pariflioners 
from  whom  they  are  due  paying  in  lieu  thereof  to  the 
fiate  where  they  are.  not  appropriate,  and  to  the  owners 
where  they  are,  moderate  and  certaine  rent-charge  out  of 
their  lands :  the  minifters  to  be  maintained,  either  by  the 
voluntary  contribution  of  fuch  as  defire  to  hear  them,  or 
c\{q  by  fome  fettled  penfions  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

10.  That  as  fpeedy  and  as  perfect:  an  account  as  maybe, 
be  given  and  publifhed  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  people 
how  thofe  vaft  fums  of  money  have  been  difpofed  of,  that 
have  been  difourfed,  voluntarily  and  otherwife,  fince  the 
beginning  of  thefe  troubles. 

u.  That  foe  foone  as  public  occafions  will  poffibly  per- 
mit, the  impofition  of  exjile,  and  all  other  taxes  upon 
the  people  be  wholly  taken  away,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  all  care  and  diligence  be  uied  in  taking  away  thofe- 
occafions,  and  in  the  hufbandly  managing  of  the  public 
revenues ;  and  to  that  end  that  a  ballance  be  made  and  de- 
clared of  all  public  revenues  and  expences,  and  that  a 
courfe  be  taken  for  paying  all  public  debts  and  damages, 
fo  far  as  may  be,  and  that  the  debts  upon  interest,  be  dis- 
charged by  fale  of  fuch  lands  and  goods  as  are  eyther  pro- 
perly belonginge  or  any  wayes  accrued  to  the  ftate,  and 
that  they  be  fold  to  the  beft  advantage. 

12.  That  there  be  no  lefs  care  taken  for  the  growing 
wealth  of  the  nation,  confiftinge  originally  in  trade,  which 
being  our  ftrength  and  glory,  ought  by  mitigating  the 
cuftqms,  and  by  all  other  good  meanes,  to  be  chcrifhed  & 
promoted. 

13.  That  (though  reftoring  peace  and  commerce  be  the 
fureit   way  of  providinge  for  the  poor)  yet  fome  more  ef- 
fectual courfe  may  be  found  out  than  hitherto  bath  beene 
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for  the  fettinge  thofe  to  worke  who  are  able,  for  bringing 
up  of  children  to  profitable  employments,  and  for  reliev- 
jnge  fuch  as  are  part  their  labor,  efpecially  fuch  as  became5 
fb  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  duringe  the  late  wane. 

14*  That  the  affairs  of  Ireland  be  taken  into  a  more 
ferious  confideration  than  heretofore,  and  that  a  peace* 
able  way  for  reducing  that  nation  may  be  once  endeavoured^ 
and  in  cafe  that  fucceed  not,  the  war  to  be  profecuted  with 
vigour  and  unanimity,  as  by  God's  bleilinge  wee  may 
promife  to  ourfelves  a  fpeedy  end  of  thofe  troubles,  a  time- 
ly reliefe  to  many  famifhing  families  there,  and  better  in- 
>    tend  the  affairs  of  England, 

Nowconfidering  that  the  fettlement  of  the  nations  peace 
and  freedome,  hath  beene  conftantly  declared  by  the  par- 
lament  to  be  their  only  end  in  engaginge  in  this  laft  warre  ; 
and  confidering  the   many    promifes  folemn  vowes  and 
oathes  made  by  them  to  the  people,  to  confirme  them  in 
the  belief  of  their  fmcere  intentions   therein,  wee  fhould 
hope  to  find  no  oppofition  from  them  in  our  defires.     But 
however  wee  cannot  but  be  confident,  that  the  fouldiery 
of  the  army  (who   folemnly  engaged  at  Newmarket   in 
June  laft  [June  5,  1647]   t0  procure  the  fame  things  in 
effect  for  the  people,  which  are  here  propounded,)  will  fo 
remember  that  folemn  engagement  as  to  fhew  their  ready 
concurrence  with  us ;  and  wee  hope   it  will  be  clear  to 
them,  that  there  is  noe  other  poffible  way  to  provide  that 
fuificient  indemnity   (the   want  whereof    firft  occafioned 
their  refufal  to  difband)   than  what   is   here  propounded  ; 
Jieither  that  there  is  any  probable  way  to  fecure  the  arrears 
of  the  fupernumeraries,  (who  are  difbanded  contrary   to 
the  folemn  engagement)  Or  of  thofe  continuing  in  armes. 
And  at  lead  wee  cannot  but  promife  ourfelves  the  aflift- 
ance  of  ail  the  commons,  who  are  not  blinded  by  fome 
felf-interefr,  or  engaged  to  continue  the  prefent  confuming 
•  diftracltons  by  virtue  of  fome   alTet  or  employment  de- 
pendinge  thereon. 

But  however  wee  intending  wrong  to  noe  man,  nor  any- 
private  advantage  to  ourfelves,  and  the  caufe  for  which 
we  appear  beinge  foe  clearly  juft,  wee  repofe  our -conn* 
dence  in  the  mod:  high  God,  to  protect  us  from  the  ma- 
lice and  rage,  both  of  all  felfseekinge  ambitious  men,  who 
affe&  iordlii^ile  and  tiranhy;  and  have  deilgncd  the  peo- 
ple's 
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pie's  flaveryj  and  a  perpetuation  of  their  own  rule,  and  of 
all  fuch  mercenary  vaffals  as  they  mail  hire  to  deftroy  us, 
and  keepe  the  yoke  of  ilavery  upon  the  people's  necks. 
And  wee  doe  hereby  promife  and  engage  to  all  our  coun- 
trymen, that  whenfoever  the  fettlement  of  the  peace  and 
freedome  herein  propounded  fhall  be  effe&ed  (all  delayes 
wherein  wee  fhall  to  our  utmofl  pofiibilities  prevent)  wee 
fhall  gladly  and  chearfully  return  to  our  private  habitations^, 
and  callings,  enjoying  only  our  equal  fhare  of  freedome 
with  all  others  in  the  nation. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  O.  Cromwell  to  (then)  major   Saun- 
ders  of  Derbyfhire,  dated  June  17,   1648 5  fuperfcribedln,thth^nii 
6  For  your  felfe  j*  and  enddrjed  in  major  Saunders'*  hand  wintmp     - 
writing  as  follow  eth,  *'  The  L.  gene  falls order  for  iakelng  Mortimer, 
*  Sir  Trevor  Williams,   and  Mr,  Morgan^  fieriffe  of^% 
'  Monmouthfhire.' 

SIR, 

T  Send  you  this  enclofed  by  It  (die,  becaufe  it's  of  greater 
jn  moment.  The  other  you  may  communicate  to  Mr. 
Rumfey  as  far  as  you  thinke  fitt,  and  I  have  written,  I. 
would  not  have  him  or  other  honefl  men  bee  difcouraged 
that  I  thinke  itt  not  fitt  at  prefent  to  enter  into  contefls-, 
itt  will  be  good  to  yeeild  a  little  for  publicke  advantage, 
and  truly  that  is  my  end,  wherein  I  defire  you  to  f&tUfie 
them. 

I  have  fent  as  my  letter  mentions,  to  have  you  remove 
out  of  Brecknok/htire^  indeed  into  that  part  of  Glamorgan- 
jheire  wch  lyeth  next  MunmGU'hjheirey  for  this  end. 

Wee  have  plaine  discoveries  that  Sir  Trevor  Williams  .of 
Langevie  about  two  miles  from  ZJfie  in  thecountyeof  Mun~ 
mouth  was  very  deepe  in  the  plott  of  betrayinge  Chepjlowe 
caftle,  foe  that  wee  are  out  of  doubt  of  his  guilty  neffe 
thereof. 

I  doe  hereby  authorize  you  to  feize  him,  as  alfo  the 
high  iheriffe  of  Munmouth  Mr.  Mirgan,  whoe  was  in  the 
fame  plott. 

But  becaufe  Sir  Trevor  Williams  is  the  more  dangerous 
•man  by  farr,  I  would  have  you  to  feize  him  fifit,.  and 
t&e  other  will  eafiiye  jbee  had.  To  the  end  yos  may- 
net 
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not  be  fruftrated,  and  that  you  bee  not  deceaved,  I  thinke 
fitt  to  give  you  fome  caracters  of  the  man,  and  fome  in- 
timations how  things  Oand.  Hee  is  a  man  (as  I  am  in- 
formed) full  of  craft  and  fubtiltye,  very  bould  and  refo- 
lute,  hath  a  houfe  at  Langevie  well  ftored  with  amies, 
and  very  ftronge,  his  neighbours  about  him  very  malig- 
nant and  much  for  him,  whoe  are  apt  to  refcue  him  if  ap- 
prehended, much  more  to  difcover  any  thinge  wc2>  may 
prevent  itt  Hee  is  full  of  iealofie,  partly  out  of  guilt, 
but  much  more  becaufe  hee  doubts  fome  that  were  in  the 
buiinefie  have  difcovered  him,  which  indeed  they  have, 
and  alfoe  becaufe  hee  knows  that  his  fervant  is  brought  hi- 
ther, and  a  jminifter  to  bee  examined  here,  whoe  are  able 
to  difcover  the  whole  plott.  Iff  you  fhould  march  directly 
into  that  countye  and  neere  him,  itts  ods  hee  either  forte- 
fyes  his  houfe,  or  gives  you  the  flip,  foe  alfoe  if  you  fhould 
goe  to  his  houfe  and  not  nnde  him  there,  or  if  you  at- 
tempt to  take  him  and  miffe  to  effecl:  itt,  ofif  you  make 
any  knowen  enquirve  after  him,  itt  wil  be  difcovered. 

Wherefore  to  the  fir  ft  you  have  a  faire  pretence  of  goe- 
Inge  out  of  Brecknock  fne'ire  to  quarter  about  Newport  and 
Coricc?i,  which  is  not  above  4  or  5  miles  from  his  houfe. 
You  may  fcp/,l  to  col.  Herbert,  whole  houfe  lyeth  in 
Mwwiruthfieirej  whoe  will  certenly  acquaint  you  where 
hee  is.  You  are  alfoe  to  fend  to  capt  Nicolas,  whoe  is  at 
ChepjhtWi\  to  require  him  to  affifi  you  if  hee  fhould  gett 
into  his  houfe,  and  ftand  upon  his  guard,  Sam.  Jones, 
whoe  is  quarterns  to  col.  jfferbirfs  troupe,  wil  be  very 
affifiinge  to  you  if  you  fend  to  him  to  meete  you  att  your 
quarters;  both  by  Jettinge  you  know  where  hee  is,  and 
alfoe  in  all  matters  of  intelligence.  If  theire  fhal  be  neede 
capt.  Bnrge  his  troupe  now  quarteringe  in  Glamerganjheire 
fhai  be  directed  to  re:cave  orders  from  you.  You  per- 
ccave  by  all  this,  that  wee  are  (it  may  bee)  a  little  too 
much  •  follicifous  in  this  bu  fine  fie,  it's  our  fault,  and  in- 
deed fuch  a  temper  caufeth  us  often  to  overacl:  bufinefle, 
wherefore  without  more  adoe  wee  leave  itt  to  you,  and 
you  to  the  guidance  of  God  herein,  and  reft 

June  17,  1648.  Yours    O.  Cromwell. 

If  you  feize  him  bring  &  lett  him  bee  brought  with  a 
fironge  guard  to  mee.     if  capt.  Nicolas  fhould  light  on  him 

at 
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st  Chepftovje^  doe  you  iirengthen  him  with  a  good  guard  to 
bring  him. 

If  you'feize  his  perform  difamie  his  houfe,  but  lett.not 
his  armes  bee  imbeziled. 

If  you  need  capt.  Burge  his  troupe,  it  quarters  betweene 
Newport  and  Cardffe. 

Crmwell  went  into  Wales  the  beginning  of  Mayy  1648  ; 
Chepfrow  caft'e  was  furprized  for  the  King  about  the  fame 
time,  but  retaken  the  25th.  It  does  not  appear  whether 
Sir  cIrevor  Williams  was  iecured,  or  not. 

The  fix  following  Utters  are  in  the  poffejfion  ^Theo- 
dofius  Forreft,  Efa  of  George-ifreet,  Yorke- 
Buildings,  London, 

Denejl  Robin9 

J^i  Owe  (blefled  bee  God)  I  can  write,  and  thou  receave, 
freely.  I  never  in  my  life  fawe  more  deepe  fenfe, 
and  leiTe  will  to  fhewe  itt  unchriftianly,  then  in  that,  wch 
thou  diddeft  write  to  us  when  wee  Were  at  Windfor^  and 
thou  in  the  middeft  of  thy  tentation,  wch  indeed  (by 
what  wee  understood  of  itt)  was  a  great  one,  and  occa 
fioned  the  greater,  by  the  letter  the  general!  lent  tfaec,  of 
wch  tnou  waft  not  miftaken,  when  thou  dideft  challenge 
mee  to  bee  the  pener.  How  good  has  God  beene  to  d\{- 
pofe  all  to  mercy,  and  although  itt  was  trouble  for  the  pre- 
sent, yett  glory  is  come  out  of  itt,  for  W<*  wee  prayfe  the 
Lord  with  thee,  and  for  thee,  and  truly  thy  carriage  has 
biene  iucb,  as  occafions  much  honor  to  the  name  of^God, 
and  too  religion,  Goe  onn  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  bee  ftill  with  thee.  But  (deere  Robin)  thrs 
bufinelTe  hath  beene  (I  truft)  a  mightye  providence  to  this 
poore  kingdome,  and  too  us  all.  The  houfe  of  comons 
is  very  fenflble  of  the  Kg'  dealinges,  and  of  our  bre- 
thren, in  this  Jate  tranfaaion,  You  mould  doe  well  (if 
you  have  any  thing  that  may  difcover  iuglinge)  to  fearch 
Kt  out  and  let  us  knowe  itt,  itt  may  bee  of  admirable  ufe 
at  this  tyme,  becaufe  wee  (hall  (I  hope)  inftafidy  ^oe  upon 
bufmelTes  m  relation  to  them,  tendinge  to  prevent  danger. 
X  he  houfe  of  comons  has  this  day  voted  as  follows.    Pirft 

that 
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that  they  will  make  noe  more  addrefTes  to  the  K.     2.  None 

fhall  applye  to  him  wt?out  leave  of  the  two  houfes  upon 

paine  of  beinge  guilty  of  high  treafon.     $dly,  They  will 

•'Tisbe-    receave  nothinge  from  the   Kinge,   nor  fhall   any  other 

licved  him  is  k  •         aav  thinge  to  them  from  *  him,  nor;. receave  any 

the  word,  .     o  J  ©  r     m       i  i  r  %       i    i 

though  thinge  from  the  Kinge.  Laitly  the  members  of  both  hou- 
there  is  fCS)  whoe  were  of  the. committee  of  both  kingdoms,  are 
ftmedoobt  cftabliihed  in  all  that  power  in  themfelves  tot -.England,  and 
Ireland^  wc^  they  had  to  acl  with  both  kingdoms,  and  Sr, 
jobn  Evelin  of  Wilts  is  added  in  the  roome  of  Mr.  Re- 
corder, and  Rath.  F.  Fienis  in  the  roome  of  Sir  Phillip 
Stapleton^  and  my  Lord  of  Kent9  in  the  roome  of  the  Earl 
of  Effex.  I  thinke  it  good  you  take  notice  of  this,  the 
fooner  the  better. 

Lett  us  knowe  how  its  with  you  in  point  of  ftrength, 
and  what  you  neede  from  us,  fame  of  us  thinke  the 
Kinge  well  with  you,  and  that  itt  concernes  us  to  keepe 
that  iOand  in  great  fecuritye,  becaufe  of  the  French,  et£* 
And  if  foe,  where  can  the  Kinge  bee  better.  .  If  you  have 
niore  force  you  will  fuer  of  full  psovifion  foe  them.  The 
Lord  blefle  thee,  pray  for 

Thy  deere  friend  and  fervant 
IsKyU-  Wharf  otfs   'Jan.  3d. 
jieere  tenn  at  night,  1647.  O.  Cromwex.Lv 

For  Col.  Robert  Hamond  Governor 
of  the'ifleof/F^fo  theife 

For  the  fervice  of  the  kingdom  had  pod  haft. 

Oliver  Cromwell? 

■SIR,    - 

rEE  have  received  yo?  letter  of  the  28th  jnfiant, 
wherein  you  defire  to  have  the  approbation  of  this 
committee  concerning  the  fower  gentlemen  by  you  ap- 
pointed  to  watch  in  their  couffes  at  the  Kinges  chamber 
dore,  Wee  thinke  it  fitt  that  in  this  bufmeffy  you  mould 
make  your  application  to  the  houfes,  frorrt  whom  wee 
-doubt-  not  ]/ou  will  receive -orders  in  that  particular.  For 
the  money  appointed  for  the  fortification  of  the  caflle  it 
was  to  fee  furni&ed  by  the  committee  of  the  army  by  the 
-    !     '  v    '    "      "  ap~ 
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appointm*  of  this  committe  wcj*  accordingly  they  prefently 
did,  &  defired  them  to  fend  thither  with  all  fpeed,  and  o£ 
this,  informacon  hath  beene  given  to  the  gentleman  you 
mention,  who  follicits  yor  bufinefTe  wch  is  all  that  can  be 
done  at  this  committee  for  it. 

Derby  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  the  war- 

-  3 1°.  January  rant  of  the  committee  at  Derby  Houfe 

1647.  by  your  affectionate  friend 

To  Colonel  Robert  Hammond  W.  Say  &  Seals* 

Goveraour  of  the  ifle  of  Wight 
Thefe  are 


■     Sr* 

yOU  fee  by  thele  inclofed  votes  how  great  a  burthen 
A  the  parliam*  hath  laid  uppon  mee.  I  doe  hereby  fend 
to  you,  That  you  would  inftantlie  fend  mee  a  lift  of  fucH 
as  are  att  prefent  about  the  Kinge  who  are  pfons  fitt  to  be 
confided  in,  if  you  have  any  in  the  ifland  worthy  of  that 
truft,  I  would  defire  you  to  fend  their  names  alfo  in  the 
fame  lift:  and  if  you  cannot  fill  upp  the  number  of  thir- 
tie  with  you,  which  1  fhould  be  glad  you  could,  then  I 
defire  you  to  fend  mee  the  qualitie  of  thofe  that  will  be 
wanting,  that  foe  they  may  be  fupplyed  from  hence :  It 
Will  be  necefTarie,  That  you  haften  this  bufinefTe  feeing 
the  parliam1  expecls  a  fpeedy  &  efFectuall  obfervance  of 
their  command  herein.  I  propofe  foe  foone  as  I  have  re- 
ceived yor  lift  to  make  the  number  uppe,  and  lay  it  be- 
fore the  parliam1  to  receive  their  approbation  and  allow- 
ance for  my  indempnitie ;  you  fee  by  the  votes,  That  the 
number  of  thirtie  (of  all  fortes)  gentlemen  and  their  fer- 
vants,  cookes,  butlers,  etc.  may  not  bee  exceeded,  and 
therefore  itt  will  bee  fitf,  That  a  refpe£t  bee  had  to  all 
occafions  and  necefiities  of  the  houfehold  3  wifhing  yoij 
all  fucceffe  in  yor  great  truft  and  charge  : 

1  reft  :     Yor  aflured  friend 

Queenjlreete.  50. 

February  16  47.  T.  Fairfax!; 


for  Colonell  Robert  Hamond  Governor 
of  the  ifle  of  fVlght*  $r. 
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Sr. 

\X/E  E  have  received   informacon  that  there  are  now 

™  y^zne  defines  in  agitation  concerning  the  Kings  e/cipe9 
who  is  to  he  carried  into  France ;  and  that  th*r*  are  two  of 
thofe  y*  now  atend  the  King. upon  who/??  they  rely  for  etch- 
ing "ihh  tfcape*  Who  they  are  zve  cannot  difcover,  nor 
y it  what  ■  grounds  they  have  to  expeft  their  fervice  in  it. 
Yet  wee  thought  fitt  to  give  you  this  advertizement  that 
you  might  the  more  carefully  watch  againft  it. 

Darbie  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  ye  war- 

130.     Martij  rant  of  the  comttee  at  Derby  Houfe 

1647*  ky  yor  very  loveing  ffnend 

Northumberland. 

Note,  all  thofe  parts  that  are  in  Italic,  are  in  cypher  m 
the  original,  and  were  decyphered  by  Col.  Hammond. 

Stueete  Robin, 

/~^U  R  relation  is  fo  nigh  upon  the  bell:  accompt,  that 
^^  nothing  can  concerne  you  or  us,  but  wte  nciiev*..  they 
are  of  a  mutual  concerning  And  therefore  wee  h<>ld  our- 
felves  much  obliged  to  tranfmitt  you  thi  .ind '.-.-, :A  (coming 
from  a  fure  hand  to  us)  not  onely  as  relating  to  yours  or 
or  particular,  but  likewife  as  a  matter  of  vaft  importance 
to.  the  public k 

Itt  hath '  pleafed  God  (and  wee  are  perfwaded  in  much 
mercy)  even  miraculoufly  to  difpofe  the  hearts,  of  yor 
freirtds  in  the  army,  as  one  man  (together  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  godly  from  all  parts)  to  interpofe  in  this 
treatie,  yet  in  fuch  wife  both  for  matter  Sc  manner,  as', 
we  believe,  will  not  onely  refreihthe  bowells  of  the  faints, 
and  all  other  faithful  people  of  this  kingdorne,  But  bee  of 
fatisfaclion  to  every  hone'ft  member  of  parl-iam1  when 
Sendred  to  them  and  made  publick  wch  wil  bee  wthin  a 
very  fewdaies;  and  confidering  of  what  aeon feque nee  the 
efc'ap'e  of  the  King  from  you  (in  the  interim)  maie  prooVe, 
Wee  haft  this  difpatch  to  yow  together  wth  or  mod  ear- 
Beit  remieft,  That  (as  yow  tender  the  interefr.  of  this  na- 
tion. 
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Hon,  of  God's  people,  or  of  aine  morall  men  :  or'as  you. 
tender  the  ending  of  England's  troubles,  or  defire  the  juf- 
tice  &j-ighteoufnefs  maie  take  place)  you  would  fee  to  the 
fecuring  of  that  perfon  from  efcape,  whether  by  retorning 
of  him  to  the  cattle,  or  fuch  other  waie  as  in  thy  wifdoni 
and  honefty  fhall  feeme  meeteft.  Wee  are  confident  you 
will  receive  in  few  daies  a  duplicate  of  this  defire,  &  an 
afTurance  from  the  generali  &  army  to  ftand  by  you  in 
itt :  and  in  the  rneane  time  for  or  parts  (though  itt  maie  not 
be  very  confiderable  to  yow)  wee  doe  hereby  ingage  to 
owne  yow  with  or  lives  &  fortunes  therein,  wch  wee  ihould 
not  foe  forwardly  expreMe,  but  that  wee  are  impelled  to 
the  premifes  in  dutie  &  confcience  to  God  and  man. 
The  Lord  (yor3  Sc  or  God)  bee  your  widome  and  in  all 
things,  however  wee  have  done  or  duty  &  witnefled  the 
afFe&ions  of        Deare  Hamond 

Yor    moft   intire,  &    faithfull 

Wind  for.  14th  gber         brethren,  friends,  &  fervants. 

1648, 

H.  Ire  ton. 


'5ll 


r  t 


i  .  harrison. 
John  Disbrowe. 
*E.  Grosvener. 

f  i  r§ 

Ince  our  laft  wee  have  received  againe  advertifem1  from 
a  good  hand  that  the  defigne  holdes  for  the  King's  ef- 
cape  j  and  to  efcape  all  fufpicion  from  you,  he  intends  to 


*  Grofvener  I  believe  to  be  the  name,  though  there  is  fome  doubt. 
What  renders  it  more  probable  is,  that  there  was  a  colonel  Edward  Grofve* 
nor,  quarter  mafter  of  the  army,  chofen  member  or'  parliament  for  Weft- 
minfler,  in  1656,  and  again  in  Richard's  parliament,  January  2.7,  1&5S, 
O.  S.  See  Wood's  Fafti,  vol.  ii.  c.  79.  and  Mercufius  Poliucus,  No.  550. 
*>.  176. 

In  '  A  narrative  of  the  late  parliament  (fo  called)  begun  at  Weftminfrer 
*  September  17,  1656,  Sec.  with  an  account  of  the  places  of  profit,  fal- 
'  leries  and  advantages  which  they  hold  and  receive  under  the  prefent  power,' 
&c.  appears,  *  Collonel  Grofvenor,  as  quarter-maftcr  general,  419  1.  jos.od, 
e  per  annum,  and  it's  faid  haih  captain  of  hcrfe  pay  ;  and  the  better  to  car- 
,  ry  it  in  the  choice  at  Weftminflcr,  the  foldiers  were  bid  pull  off  their  red 
c  coats  and  put  on  others,  and  to  give  their  votes  for  him,  which  is  contrary 

to  the     eighteenth  article  of    the  old  decayed  inftrument  of  government, 

which  allows  norr:  that  is  not  worth  200  1.  to  choofe  parliament  men.' 

L  1  walke 
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walke  out  on  foote  a  mile  or  two,  as  ufually  in  the  day 
time,  &  there  horfes  are  layd  in  the  ifle  to  carry  him  to  a 
boate.  If  he  cannot  do  this,  then  either  over  the  houfe 
in  the  night,  or  at  fome  privat  window  in  the  night  he 
intends  his  pafTage ;  which  wee  thought  fittagaineto  give 
you  notice  of,  that  you  may  make  fuch  ufe  of  it  for  pre- 
vention,  as  you  fhall  fee  caufe. 

Darby  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  the  war- 

18  Novemb.  rant  of  the  committee  of  lords  & 

1648.  commons  at  Darby  Houfe,  by 

Your  very  affectionate  friend 

P.  S.  Wee  defire  you  to  communicate         Salisbury- 
this  to  the  commiffionrs  there;  and  alfo 
if  you  fhall  flnde  the  Kinge  hath  efcaped 
to  give  us  notice  with  all  poffible  fpeed. 

For  Collonel  Robert  Hammond  Gover- 
nor  of  the  ifle  of  Wight. 

The  three  following  letters  are  in   the  pof- 
frjjton  ^fRobertSymmer,  Efq\  of  Mount 
Street,  Grofvenor  Square. 

Deere  Norton^ 
T  Have  fent  my  fonn  over  to  thee,  heinge  willinge  to  an» 
•*  fwere  providence,  and  although  1  confefTe  I  have  had 
an  offer  of  a  very  great  proportion  frdrn  a  father  of  his 
daughter,  yett  truly  I  rather  encline  to  this  in  my  thoughts, 
becaufe  though  the  other  bee  very  farr  greater,  yett  I  fee 
different  tyes,  and  not  that  affurance  of  godlyneffe,  yett 
indeed  fairnefs.  I  confeffe  that  which  is  tould  mee  con- 
cerning eflate  of  Mr.  M.  is  more  then  I  can  looke  for  as 
thinges  now  Hand. 

If  God  pleafe  to  bring  itt  about,  the  Confideration  of 
pietye  in  the  parents,  and  fuch  hopes  of  the  gentlewoeman 
in  that  refpecl-,  make  the  bufineffe  to  mee  a  great  mercy, 
concerninge  wch  I  defier  to  waite  upon  God. 

I  am  confident  of  thy  love,  and  defier  thinges  may  be 

car- 
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tarried  with  privacie.     The  Lord  doe  his  will,  thats  bed, 
to  wch  fubmittinge  I  reft  your  humble  fervant, 

^.-25,1647,  O.  Cromwell*    i 

For  my  noble  friend  Col,  Richard 
Nor ton9  theife. 

Deere  Dick, 
|TT  had  beene  a  favour  indeed  to  have  mett  you  heere 
at  Farnham,  but  I  heere  you  are  a  man  of  great  bu° 
finefle.— - — Therefore  I  fay  noe  more,  if  it  be  a  favor  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  enioy  you,  what  is  itt  to  mee  ? 
But  in  good  earn  eft  when  wi  .  .  .  you  and  your  brother 
RuJJel  be  a  lit ... .  honeft  and  attend  your  charge  faerly 
fo.  .  [fomej  expect  itt.,  efpecially  the  good  feliowes  wh  .  .  * 
chofe  you. 

I  have  mett  wth  Mr  Maior,  wee  fpent  two  or  3  howers 
together  laft  night.  I  perceave  the  gentleman  is  very 
wife  and  honeft,  and  indeed  much  to  be  vallewed,  fome 
thinges  of  comcn  fame  did  a  little  fticke,  I  glad  ....  heard 
his  doubts,  and  gave  fuch  anfware  as  was  next  att  hand, 
I  beleive  to  fome  fatisfaction,  never  the  leffe  I  exceedingly 
liked  the  gentlemans  plainnefTe,  and  free  dealinge  wtfi  mee. 

1  knowe  God  has  beene  above  all  ill  reports,  and  will  in 
his  owne  tyme  vindicate  mee,  I  have  noe  caufe  to  cum- 
plaine.  I  fee  nothinge  but  that  this  particular  bufinefTe  be- 
tweene  him  and  mee  may  go  onn^  The  Lords  will  be 
donn.  For  newes  out  of  the  north  there  is  little,  only 
the  Mai.  partye  is  prevailinge  in  the  parlnt  of  S,  They  are 
earneft  for  a  warr,  the  minifters  oppofe,  as  yeit. 

Mr.  Marjkall  is  returned,  whoe  fay  is  foe*  And  foe  doe 
many  of  our  letters.,  their  great  committee  of  dangers  havd 

2  malig.  for  one  right.  Its  fayd  they  have  voted  an  armie 
of40C0O  in  parlnt  foe  fome  of  yefterdayes  letters,  but  I 
account  my  newes  ill  beftovved,  becaufe  upon  an  idle  per- 
fon. 

I  mall  take  fpeedy  courfe  in  the  bufinefs  concerninge  my 
tenants,  for  wch  thankes,  my  fervice  to  your  lady,  i  am 
really         Your  affectionate  fervant 

March  28,  1648.  O.Cromwell. 

Farnham. 

For  my  noble  friend  Col.  Richard 
JS,rio:->y  theife.  L  1  2  Deer* 
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Deere  Norton, 

T  Could  not  in  my  laff  give  you  a  perfect  account  of  what 
*  palled  betweene  mee  and  Mr.  M.  becaufe  wee  were  to 
have  a  conclufion  of  our  fpeed  that  morninge  after  I  wrote 
my  letter  to  you,  which  wee  had,  and  havinge  had  a  full 
enterview  of  one  anothers  mindes,  wee  parted  with  this, 
that  both  would  confider  with  our  relations,  and  accord- 
inge  to  fatisfacYions  given  there,  acquaint  each  other  with 
our  mindes. 

I  cannot  tell  how  better  to  doe  itt,  to  receave  or  give  fa- 
tisfaclion  then  by  you,  whoe  (as  1  remember)  in  your  laft, 
fayd  that  if  thinges  did  ftick  betweene  us,  you  would  ufe 
your  endeavor  towards  a  clofe. 

The  thinges  infifted  upon  were  theife,  (as  .1  take  itt) 
Mr.  Mater  defired  400  p,  annum  of  inheritance  lyinge  in 
Cambridge  Jheire,  and  Norfolke,  to  bee  prsefently  fettled, 
and  to  be  for  maintenance,  wherein  I  defired  to  bee  ad- 
vifed  by  my  wife. 

I  offered  the  land  in  Uampjbire,  for  prefent  mainte- 
nance, wcil  I  dare  fay  with  copfes  and  ordinarie  fells  will 
be  cemmunibus  annis  50011  p.  ennum,  befides  50011  per  an* 
num,  in  tennants  handes  houldinge  but  for  one  life,  and 
about  30011  p.  ann,  fomefor  two  lives,  fome  for  three  lives. 
But  as  to  this  if  the  latter  bee  not  liked  off  I  fhall  bee 
willing  a  farther  conference  bee  had  in  thefirir. 

In  point  of  jounclure  I  {ball  give  fatisfaclion.  And  as 
to  the  fettlement  of  landes  given  mee  by  the  parInt  fatif- 
faclion  to  be  given  in  like  manner,  accordinge  as  wee  dif- 
courfed. 

In  what  elfe  was  demanded  of  mee  I  am  willing  (foe 
farr  as  J  remember  any  demand  was)  to  give  fatisfacYion. 

Only  I  havinge  beene  en  formed  by  Mr.  Robin f on  that 
Mr.  Maior  did  upon  a  former  match  offer  .to  fettle  the 
mannor  wherein  hee  lived,  and  to  give  200011  in  monie, 
I  did  infift  upon  that,  and  doe  defire  itt  may  not  bee  with 
difiicultye,  the  rnoniel  fhall  neede  for  my  two  little  wenches, 
and  therby  I  (hall  free  my  fonn  from  beinge  charged  with 
them.  Mr.  Maior  parts  wth  nothing  in  prsefent  but  that 
monie,  favinge  their  board,  wch  I  fhoulde  not  bee  unwil- 
ling to  give  them  to  enioy  the  comfort  of  their  focietye, 
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wch  itts  reafon  hee  fmarte  for,  if  hee  will  robb  mee  al- 
together of  them.  TruJy  the  Jand  to  bee  fettled  both 
what  the  pai ]nt  gives  mee,  and  my  owne,  is  very  little 
lefTe  then  300 o11  per  annum  all  thinges  confidered,  if  I  bee 
rightly  informed.  And  a  lawyer  of  Lincoln  %  Inn  have- 
inge  fearched  all.  the  marques  of  Wartefttr's  writinges, 
wcb  were  taken  at  Raglan  d.  and  fent  for  by  the  parlntt  and 
this  gentleman  appointed  by  the  committee  to  fearch  the 
fayd  writinges,  allures  mee,  there  is  noe  fcruple  concerninge 
the.  title,  and  itt  foe :  fell  out  that  this,  gentleman  whoe 
fearched  was  my  owne  lawyer,  a  very  godly  able  man, 
953d  my  deere  friend,  wch  I  reckon  noe  fmale  mercy,  hee 
is  alfo  poffeft  of  the  writinges  for  mee. 

I  thought  fict  to  give  you  this  account,  deilringe  you  to 
make  fuch  ufe  of  itt  as  God  mall  direct  you,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  doe  the  part  of  a  friend  betweene  two 
friendes,  I  account  my felfe  one,  and  I  have  heard  you  fay 
Mr.  Malor  was  entirely  foe  to  you.  What  the  good  plea- 
fure  of  God  is  I  fhall  waite,  there  is  only  reft,  praefent 
my  fervice  to  your  lady,  to  Mr.  Maior,  et. 

I  reft 

April  the  3d  1 648.  Your  afFeclionate  fervant, 

O.  Cromwell, 

I  defier  you  to  carrie  this  bufinefs  with  all  privacie,  I 
befeech  you  to  doe  foe  as  you  love  mee,  lett  me  entreat 
you  not  to  loofe  a  day  herein,  that  I  may  knowe  Mr. 
Motor's  minde  for  I  thinke  I  may  be  att  leizure  for  a 
weeke  to  attende  this  bufinefTe  to  give  and  take  fatisfac- 
tion,  from  wch  perhaps  I  may  bee  {butt  up  afterwards  by 
imployment.  I  know  thou  art  an  idle  fellowe,  but  pre- 
thee  neglect  mee  not  now,  delay  may  bee  very  inconve- 
nient to  mee,  I  much  rely  upon  you.  Lett  me  here  from 
you  in  two  or  3  days.  I  confefTe  the  principal!  confide- 
ration  as  to  mee  is  the  abfolute  fettlement  of  the  mannor 
where  he  lives,  wch  he  would  doe  but  conditionally  in 
cafe  he  prove  to  have  noe  fonn,  and  but  3C0011  in  cafe  he 
have  a  fonn.  But  as  to  this  I  hope  farther  reafon  may  work 
him  to  more. 

LI  3  fiT.B.  In 
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N.  B.  In  a  ilieet  lift  *  of  the  names  of  the  members 
c  yet  living  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  forceably  feclud- 

*  ed  by  the  army  in  1648,  &c,'  appears  Southampton,  col. 
Richard  Norton-.  Efq;  Knight,  £sV.     He  was  chofen  Knight 

Parhamen-  Qf  ^aQ  ghjre  for  Southampton,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Henry 
vol.  ix.  ?7'  Wallop,  Knt.  who  deceafed  in  1 644,  in  virtue  of  writs 
4°.  ifliied  Off.  24,  and  Nov.  10,   1645. 

In  another  lift  intitled  '  A  more  exacl:  and  necefTary  ca- 
s  talogue  of  penfioners  in  the  long  parliament  than  is  ex* 

*  tant,'  appears  Richard  Norton,  colonel,  governor  of 
Southampton, 

And  in  a  third  intitled  c  A  perfecl  lift  of  the  lords  M* 

*  the  other  houje,  and  of  the  knights,  citizens   and  bur- 

*  geffes,  and  barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  now  afiemhled 
4  in  this  prefent  parliament  holden  at  Wcjlminfier,  for  the 
'  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  fan, 
'  27,  1658,'  appears  county  of  Southampton,  Richard  Nor- 
ton of  Southwicke,  Ef^r. 

Sir  Gregory  Nortm,  one  of  Charles  I.  judges,  was  of  Suf 
fex  or  Kent,  and,  as  I  apprehend,  of  a  different  family  from 
the  colonel. 

The  following feventeen  letters  were  tranfcribedfrom 
the  originals  which  were  found  at  Pufey,  the 
feat  of  the  Dunches,  in  Berklhire  *,  by  the  hon. 
Horace  Walpole,  Efqi 

For  my  very  loving e  Friend  Mr.  Robinfon,  Preacher  at 
Southampton.     Theife. 

Sr. 

T  Thanke  you  for  your  kinde  letter,  as  to  the  bufinefle 
"T  you  mention  I  defire  to  ufe  this  playennefTe  with  you. 
When  the  laft  overture  was  betweene  mee  and  Mr.  Ma- 
jor, by  the  mediation  of  coll.  Norton,  after  the  meetinge 
I  had  with  Mr.  Major  att  Farhham,  I  defired  the  coil, 
(findinge  as  I  thought  fome  fcruples  and  heiitation  in  Mr. 

*  John  Dunch  of  Pufey,  in  Berks,  fon  of  Sam.  Dunch  of  North  Bad* 
difley  in  Hampshire,  Efq;  married  Anne,  Daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Rich- 
ard Major,  of  Hurfley?  Efq$-~  Wood's  Fafti,  vol.  ii.  c.  120. 

Major) 
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Major)  to  knowe  of  him  whether  his  minde  was  free  to 
the  thinge  or  not.  Coll.  Norton  gave  me  this  account, 
that  Mr.  Major,  by  reafon  of  fome  matters  as  they  then 
flood,  was  not  very  free  thereunto,  whereupon  I  did  ac- 
quiefce  fubmittinse  to  the  providence  of  God.  Upon 
your  revivinge  of  the  bufinefTe  to  mee,  &  your  letter,  I 
thinke  fitt  to  returne  you  this  anfware,  &  to  fay  in  plain - 
neile  of  fpirit  to  you,  That  upon  your  teflimonie  of  the 
gentlewoernan's  worth  &  the  common  report  of  the  pye- 
ty^  of  the  familye  I  (hall  be  willinge  to  entertayne  the  re- 
newinge  of  the  motion  upon  fuch  confederations  as  may 
bee  to  mutual!  fatisfaciion,  only  I  thinke  that  a  fpeedye 
refolution  will'  be  very  convenient  to  both  partes.  1'he 
Lord  direct  all  to  his  glory.  I  defier  your  prayers  therein, 
and  refi: 

Your  very  affectionate  friend, 

Feb.  Ist  1648. 

O.  Cromwell, 

For  my  very  worth  ye  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq\  Thcife. 

Sr. 

1  Receaved  fome  intimations  formerly  &  by  the  laft  re- 
*■  turne  from  Southampton  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robinfon  con- 
cernynge  the  reviveinge  the  1  aft  yeare's  motion  touchinge 
my  fonne  &  your  daughter.  Mr.  Robinfon  was  alfoe  pleaf- 
ed  to  fend  inclofed  in  his  a  letter  from  you  to  him,  bear- 
ing date  the  5th  of  this  inftant  February y  wherin  I  finde 
your  willingeneiTe  to  entertaine  any  good  meanes  for  the 
compleatinge  of  that  bufinefTe.  From  whence  I  take  en- 
coragment  to  fend  my  fonn  to  wayte  upon  you  &  by  him 
to  lett  you  knowe  that  my  deiires  are  (if  providence  foe 
difpofe)  very  full  &  free  to  the  thinge,  if  upon  an  enrer- 
view  theire  prove  alfoe  a  freedom  in  the  younge  perfons 
thereunto.  "What  liberty  you  will  give  heerein  I  wholly 
fubmit  to  you.  I  thought  fitt  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon to  mention  fomewhat  of  expedition,  becaufe  indeed 
I  knowe  not  how  foone  I  may  be  called  into  the  feild,  or 
other  occaflons  may  remove  mee  from  hence,  havinge  for 

L  1  4  the 
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the  prefent  Come  liberty  of  ftay  in  London.     The  Lord  di- 
rect: all  to  his  glorye.     I  reft 

Sr 
Feb,  12th  1648.  Yr  very  humble  fervant, 

O.  Cromwell, 

For  my  very  worthye  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq\  Thetfe, 

Sr, 
T  Receaved  yours  by  Mr.  Stapleton  together  with  an  ac- 
•*■  count  of  the  kinde  reception  h  the  many  civilityes  af- 
forded them,  efpecilJy  to  my  fonn  in  the  libertye  given 
him  to  waite  upon  your  worthye  daughter,  the  report  of 
whofe  vertue  and  godlyneffe  has  foe  great  a  place  in  my 
hart  that  I  thinke  fitt  not  to  negledt  any  thinge  on  my 
part  which  may  conduce  to  confummate  a  clofe  of  the  bufi- 
neffe,  if  God  pieafe  to  difpofe  the  younge  ones  harts  there- 
unto h  other  fuiteabie  orderinge  affaires  towards  mutual! 
fatisfacSlion  appeare  in  the  difpenfation  of  providence,  for 
which  purpofe  and  to  the  end  matters  may  be  brought  to 
as  neere  an  ifliie  as  they  are  capable  off  (not  beinge  at 
libertye  by  reafon  of  publicke  occafions  to  waite  upon 
you,  nor,  as  I  underftand  your  health  permittinge)  I 
thought  fitt  to  fend  this  gentleman  Mr.  Stapleton  inftrucled 
with  my  minde  to  fee  how  neere  wee  may  come  to  an  un- 
derflandinge  one  of  another  therein,  &  although  1  could 
have  wifhed  the  confideration  of  thinges  had  beene  be- 
tweene  us  two  itt  beinge  of  fo  neere  concernmente,  yet 
providence  for  the"  prefent  not  allowinge,  I  defier  you  to 
give  him  credence  on  my  behalfe.  Sr  all  thinges  which 
yourfelfe  &  I  had  in  conference  att  Fainham  doe  not  oc- 
curr  to  my  memorie  thorough  multiplicitye  of  buiinefTe  in- 
terveninge,  I  hope  1°  (hall  with  a  very  free  hart  teftifie  my 
ready nefle  to  that  which  may  bee  expected  from  mee.  I 
have,  noe  more  at  prefent  but  defiringe  the  Lord  to  order 
this  affair  to  his  glory  h  the  comfort  of  his  fervants.     I  reft 

S' 

Feb,iby  1648.  Your  humble  fervant 

O.  Cromwell. 

I  (No 
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Jo  Direction. )     (In  another  hand  but  figned  by  himfelf.) 

Sr. 

Ours  I  have  recieved,  &  have  given  further  inftruclions 
to  this  bearer  Mr.  Stapylton  to  treate  with  you  about 
the  bufineffe  in  agitation  betweene  your  daughter  and  my 
fonne.  I  arn  ingag'd  to  you  for  all  your  civility's,  Sc  re- 
fpecls  already  manifefted.  I  trufl  there  will  bee  a  right  un- 
demanding betweene  us  and  a  good  conclufion :  and 
though  I  cannot  particularly  remember  the  thinges  fpokeu 
oft  at  Farnbam,  to  which  your  letter  feemes  to  referre 
mee ;  yet  I  doubt  not  but  I  have  fent  the  offer  of  fuch 
tbinges  now,  which  will  give  mutuall  fattsfaclion  to  us 
both.  My  attendance  upon  pub! ique  affairs  will  net  give 
mee  leave  to  come  downe  unto  you  myfeJfe;  I  have  fent 
unto  you  this  gentleman  with  my  mind.  I  falute  Mrs 
Major,  though  unknowne,  with  the  reft  of  your  family. 
I  commit  you,  with  the  progreffe  of  the  bufineffe  to  the 
Lord  5  and  reft 

S' 

March  the  8th         Your  affured  friend  to  ferve  you 
1648. 

O.  Cromwejll 

(No  Direction,  but  wrote  on  the  Back,  Z.  G.  Crorn- 
well'j  Letter  of  Exceptions- ) 

Sr. 

1  Receaved  your  paper  by  the  handes  of  Mr  Stapilton.  I 
-*  defier  your  leave  to  returne  my  diffatisfa&ion  there- 
with. I  (hall  not  neede  to  premife  how  much  I  have  de- 
fired  (I  hope  upon  the  beft  groundes)  to  match  with  you, 
the  fame  defier  ftill  cobtinuees  in  me,  if  providence  fee 
itt  fitt.  But  I  may  not  be  foe  much  wantinge  to  myfelfe 
nor  familye  as  not  to  have  fome  equallitye  of  confide  ration 
towards  itt.  I  have  two  younge  daughters  to  beftowe  if 
God  give  them  life,  &  oportunitye.  Accordinge  to  your 
offer  I  have  nothinge  for  them,  nothing  at  all  in  hand,  if 
my  fonne  dye,  what  confideration  is  there  to  mee  ?  And 
yet  a  jounclure   parted,  with,  if  fhee  dye  there  is  little, 

if 
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if  you  have  an  heire  male  then  but  3000^.  without  tyme 
affertained.     But   for  theife  thinges  I  doubt  not  but  one 
enterview  betweene  you  &  my  felfe  they  might  bee  accom- 
modated to  mutual  fatisfaction,  and  in  relation  to  theife  I 
thinke  wee  fhould  hardly  part,  or  have  many  wordes,  foe 
much  doe  I  defier  a  cloafure  with  you.     But  to  deale  freely 
with  you,  the  fettlinge  of  the  mannor  of  Hurjley  as  you 
propofe  itt  ftickes  foe  much  with  mee  that  either  I  under- 
hand you  not,  or  elfe  it  much  fayles  my  expectation.     As 
you  offer  itt  there  is  400  £.  pr.  annum  charged   upon  itt. 
For  the  150  £.  to  your  lady  for  her  life  as  a  jouncture  I 
Hick  not  att  that,  but  the   250^.  pr.  annum  untill  Mr. 
Ludlowe's  leafe  expiers  the   teanure  whereof  I  knowe  not, 
Sc  foe  much  of  the  250^.  pr.  annum  as  exceeds  that  leafe 
in  anual  valew  for  fame  tyme  alfoe  after  the  expiration  of 
the  fd  Jeafe,  gives  fuch  a  maime  to  the  mannor  of  Hurjley 
as  indeed   renders  the  reft  of  the  manor  very  inconfidera- 
,  ble.     Sr.  if  I  concurr  to  denye  myfelfe  in  point  of  prefent 
monies  as  alfoe  in  the  other  thinges  mentioned  as  afore- 
faid,  I  may  and  I  doe  expect  the  mannor  of  Hurjley  to  bee 
fettled  without  any  charge  upon  itt  after  your  deceafe  fav- 
inge  your  ladyes  jouncture  of  150^.  per  annum^  which  if 
you  fhould  thinke  fltt  to  encreafe  I  mould  not  ftand  upon 
itt :  your  own  eftate  is  beft   known   to  you,  but  fuerlye 
your  perfonall  eiiate  beinge  free   for  you   to  difpofe,  will 
with  fome  fmale  matter  of  addition  begirt  a  neereneffe  of 
equallitye,  if  I  heere  well  from  others,  &  if  the  difference 
in  that  were  not  very  confiderable  I  mould  not  infill  upon 
itt.     What  you  demand  of  me  is  very  high  in  all  pointes, 
I  am  willinge  to  fettle  as  you  defier  in  every  thinge  favinge 
for  prefent  maintenance  400^.  p.  annum,  300/,.  p.  an- 
num.  I  would  have  fomewhat  free  to  be  thanked  by  them 
for,  The  300^.  p.  annum  of  my  ould  land  for  a  jounc- 
ture  after  my  wives  deceafe.     I  fhall  fettle,  and   in   the 
meane  tyme  out  of  other  landes  att  your  election,  &  trulye 
Sr.  if  that  bee  not   good  nor  will  any  landes  1  doubt,  I 
doe  not  much  diftruft  your  principles  in  other  thinges  have 
acted  you  towards  confidence.     You  demand  in  cafe  my 
fonn  have  none   iffue  male  but  only  daughters,  then  the 
lands   in  Hantjheire,  Monmouth  and  Gloucejlerjheire  to  de- 
fcend  to  the  daughters,  or  30Co£.  a  peice  ;  the  firft  woud 
mod  unequall,  the  latter  is  too   high,  they  will  be  well 

provided 
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provided  for  by  beinge  inheritrixes  to  their  mother,  &  I 
am  vvillinge  to  2000^.  a  peice  to  bee  charged  upon  thofe 
landes. 

Sr.  I  cannot  but  with  very  many  thankes  acknowledge 
your  good  opinion  of  mee  h  of  my  fonn,  as  alfoe  your 
great  civilities  towards  him  &  your  daughter's  good  re* 
fpecis  (whofe  goodneffe  though  known  to  mee  only  at 
iuch  a  diflance  by  the  report  of  others)  I  much  valew,  & 
indeed  that  caufeth  mee  foe  cheerfully  to  denye  myfelfe  as 
I  doe  in  the  point  of  monies,  &  foe  willingly  to  complye 
in  other  thinges,  but  if  I  Should  not  infrffc  as  before,  I 
fhould  in  a  greater  meafure  denye  both  my  owne  reafon 
&theadvifeof  my  freindes  then  were  rneete  which  I  may 
not  doe.  Indeed  Sr.  I  have  not  cloafed  with  a  farr  greater 
offer  of  eilate,  but  rather  chofe  to  fix  heere,  I  hope  I 
have  not  beene  wantingeto  providence  in  this,  i  have  made 
myfelfe  plaine  to  you,  defiring  you  will  make  my  fonn  the 
meifinger  of  your  pleafure  &  refolution  herein  as  fpeedilye 
as  with  conveniency  you  may.     I  take  leave  &  reft 

Your  affectionate  fervant 

I  defier  my  fervice  maybe  pre- 
fented  to  your  lady  &  daughters.  O.  Cromwell. 

March  14,   1648. 

For  my  worthy  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq*,  at  Hurfley. 

Jbeife. 

Sr. 

\7  O  U  will  pardon  the  brevitye  of  theife  lines,  the  haffe 
x  I  am  in  by  reafon  of  bufineffes  occaiions  it.  To  tef- 
tifye  the  earned  defier  I  have  to  fee  a  happy  period  to  this 
treatye  betweene  us,  I  give  you  to  underftand  that  I  agree 
to  150^.  pr.  annum  out  of  the  300  £.  pr.  annum  of  my 
ould  land,  for  your  daughters  jounclure  over  the  150^". 
where  you  pleafe. 

400  j£.  p.  annum,  for  prefent  maintenance  where  you 
fhall  choofe  either  in  Flantjhire,  Gkuccjler  or  Monmouth- 
Jheire. 

Thofe  lands  fettled  upon  my  fon  &  his  heires  males  by 
your  daughter,  &  in  cafe  of  daughters  only  2000^.  a 
peice  charged  upon  thofe  landes. 

40°  £. 
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400 /.  p.  annum  free  to  raife  portions  for  my  two  daugh- 
ters. 1  expect  the  mannor  of  Hurjley  to  be  fetled  upon 
your  eldeft  daughter  &  her  heires,  the  heires  of  her  body. 

Your  lady  a  jouncture  of  150^.  p.  annum  out  of  itt. 

For  compenfation  to  your  younger  daughter  I  agree  to 
leave  itt  in  your  power  after  your  deceafe  to  charge  it 
•with  as  much  as  will  buye  inn  the  leafe  of  the  Ferme  at 
Aliingion  by  a  juft  computation. 

I  expect  foe  long  as  they  live  with  you  their  diet  as  you 
exprefled,  or  in  cafe  of  voluntarie  partinge  150^.  p.  an- 
num,  3000^.  in  cafe  you  have  a  fonn  to  bee  payed  in 
two  yeares  next  followinge. 

In  cafe  your  daughter  die  without  iflue  1000^.  within 
fix  months.  Sr.  if  this  fatisfie  I  defier  a  fpeedye  refolu- 
tion,  I  fhould  the  rather  defier  foe  becaufe  of  what  your 
kinfman  can  fatisfie  you  in.  The  Lord  blefTe  you  &  your 
familye  to  whome  I  defier  my  affections  and  fervice  may 
bee  prefented.     I  reft 

Your  humble  fervant 

March  25  th  1649, 

O.  Cromwell, 


For  my  efieemed  good   Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq'% 
Theife  at  Hurfley. 

Sr. 

¥  Receaved  yours  of  the  28th  inftant.  I  defier  the  mat- 
•*  ter  of  compenfation  may  bee  as  in  may  laft  to  you,  you 
propofe  another  way,  which  trulye  feemes  to  mee  very 
inconvenient,  I  have  agreed  to  all  other  thinges  as  you 
take  mee  (&  that  rightly)  repeating  particulars  in  your  pa- 
per. The  Lord  difpofe  this  great  bufineffe  (greate  betweene 
you  h  mee)  for  good.  You  mention  to  fend  by  the  poft 
on  Tufeday.  I  (hall  fpeede  thinges  heere  as  I  may,  I  am 
defigned  for  Ireland,  which  wil  be  fpeedye.  I  fhould  bee 
very  glad  to  fee  thinges  fetled  before  I  goe,  if  the  Lord 
will.    My  fervice  to  all  your  familye.     I  reft 

Sr. 
March  30th  1649.  Your  affectionate 

(Name  torn  off.) 

For 
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For  my  worthy  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq-,  at  Hurfley. 

1'beife. 

Sr. 

|  Receaved  your  papers  inclofed  in  your  letter  although  I 
"*  knowe  not  howe  to  make  foe  good  ufe  of  them  as 
otberwife  might  have  beene  to  have  faved  expence  of  tyme 
if  the  arreft  of  your  lawyer  had  not  fallen  out  at  this 
tyme.  I  conceave  a  draught  to  your  fatisfaclion  by  your 
owne  lawyer  would  have  faved  much  tyme,  which  to  mee 
is  precious.  I  hope  you  will  fend  fome  up  perfecllye  in- 
truded. I  fhali  endeavour  to  fpeed  what  is  to  be  donn 
on  my  part,  not  knowing  how  foone  I  may  bee  fent  downe 
towards  my  charge  for  Ireland.  And  I  hope  to  perform 
punctually  with  you.  Sr.  my  fonn  had  a  great  defier  to 
come  downe  &  waite  upon  your  daughter.  I  perceave 
hee  minds  that  more  then  to  attend  buGnelTes  heere*  I 
fhould  bee  glad  to  fee  him  fettled  and  al  thinges  finifhed 
before  I  goe.  I  trull  not  to  bee  wantinge  therein.  The 
Lord  direct  all  our  hartes  into  his  good  pleafure.     I  reft 

Sr. 

My  fervice  to  your  Your  afFec~Honate  fervant 

lady  &  family. 

O.  Cromwell. 

April  6,   1649. 

For  my  worthye  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efqi     Theife. 

Sr. 

X/Our  kindfman  Mr.  Barton  and  myfeife  repayringe  to 
*■  our  councell  for  the  perfe&inge  this  bufinefle  foe  much 
concerninge  us,  did  upon  Saturday  this  15th  of  Jprill  drzwe 
our  counceli  to  a  meetinge  whereupon  confideration  had 
of  my  letter  to  yourfelfe  expreffinge  my  confent  to  perti- 
culars  which  Mr.  Barton  brought  to  your  councell,  Mr. 
Hales  of  Lmcolnes  Inn  ;  upon  the  readinge  that  which  ex- 
preffeth  the  way  of  your  fetlinge  Hurfley^  your  kindfman 
expreffcd  a  fence  of  yours  contrarie  to  the  paper  under  my 
hand  as  alfoe  to  that  under  your  hand  of  the  28th  of  March 
which  was  the  fame  with  mine,  as  to  that  perticular,  and 
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I  knowe  nothinge  of  doubt  in  that   which  I  am  to  doe 
but  doe  agree  itt  all  to  your  kindfman  his  fatisfa£tion,  nor 
is  there  much  material!  difference  fave  in   this,  wherein 
both  my  paper  fent  by  you  to  your  councell  and  yours   of 
the  28th  doe  in  all  litterall  and  ail  equitable  conftruclion 
agree,  viz.    to  fettle  an   eftate   in  fee  fimple  upon   your 
daughter  after  your  deceafe,  which  Mr  Barton  affirmes 
not  to  be  your  meaninge,  although  hee  has  not  (as  to  mee) 
formerlye  made  this  any  objection  nor  can  the  words  beare 
Itt,  nor  have  I   any  thinge  more  confiderable  in  lewe  of 
what  I  part  with  then  this.     And  I  have  appealed  to  yours 
or  any  counfel  in  England  whether  it  bee  not  jufl  and  e- 
qual  that  I   infift  thereupon.     And  this  mifunderftandinge 
{ii  it  bee  yours  as  it  is  your  kindfman's)  putt  a  ftop  to  the 
bufineffe,  fo    that  our   counfel   could  not  proceede  until! 
your  pleafure  herein  were  known,  wherefore  itt  was  thought 
iitt  to  defier  Mr.  Barton  to  have  recourfe  to  you  to  knowe 
your  minde,  hee  alledginge  hee  had  noe  authoritye  to  un* 
derftand  that  expreffion  foe,   but  the  contrarie,  which  was 
thought  not  a  little  flrange  even  by  your  owne  councell. 
I  confefTe  I  did  apprehend  wee  mould  bee  incident  to  mis- 
takes treatinge  att  fuch   a  diftance,  although  I  may  take 
the  boldneffe  to  fay  there  is  nothinge  expected  from  mee, 
but  I  agree  itt  to  your  kindfman's  fenfe  to  a  tittle.     Sr.  I 
defired  to  knowe  what  commiilion  your  kindfman  had  to 
helpe  this  doubt  by  an  expedient  who  denied  to  have  any, 
but  did  think  it  were  better  for  you  to  part  with  fome  mo- 
nie,  and  keepe  the  power  in  your  owne  handes,  as  to  the 
land,  to   difpofe  thereof  as  you  fhould  fee  caufe,  where- 
upon an  overture  was  made  and  hirnfelfe  &  your  councell 
defired  to  drawe  itt  up ;  the  efFecl  whereof  this  enclofed 
paper  conteynes,  and  although  I  fhould  not  like  change  of 
agreements,   yet  to  (hew  how  much  I  defier  the  perfecting 
of  this  bufineffe,  if  you  like  thereof  (though  this  bee  farr 
the  worfe  bargaine,  I  fhall  fubmitt  thereunto  your  coun-> 
cell   thinkinge   that  thinges  may  bee  fettled  this  way  with 
more  clearneffe  $t  lefle  intricafie.     There  is  mention  made 
of  900^.  pr*  annum  to  bee  referved,  but  itt  comes  to  but 
about  800^.  my  landes  in  Glamorgan  fieire  being  but  little 
above  400^.  pr.  annum.,  and  the  400^.  p.  annum  out  my  . 
manour  in  Gloucefter  &  Munmoutb  Jheire.     I  wifli  a  cleere 
underflandinge  may  bee  betweene  us.     Truly  I  would  not 
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willinglye  miftake,  defiringe  to  waite  upon  providence  in 
tills  bufinefTe.     I  reft 

Sr. 
dp.  15th  1649.  Your  affectionate  friend  &  fervant 

I  defier  my  fervice  may  bee  pre-  O*  Cromwell, 

fented  to  your  lady  &  daughters. 

For  my  very  loving  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq\ 
att  Hurilye.     Tkeife. 

(Recd27  July*  1649, p.  MefTenger 
Lovlnge  Brother ,  exprefle  from  Ncwhery.) 

IReceaved  your  letter  by  major  Longe,  and  doe  in  anfware 
thereunto  accordinge  to  my  beft  underftandinge,  with 
a  due  consideration  of  thofe  gentlemen  whoe  have  abid  the 
brunt  of  the  fervice.  I  am  very  glad  to  heere  of  your 
welfare,  &  that  our  children  have  fo  good  leifure  to  make 
a  journie  to  eate  cherries,  it's  very  excufeable  in  my  daugh- 
ter, I  hope  (he  may  have  a  very  good  pretence  for  it.  I 
allure  you  Sr.  I  wifh  her  very  well  h  I  beleive  fhee  knowes 
Itt.  I  pray  you  tell  her  from  mee,  I  ex  peel:  fhee  writes 
often  to  mee,  by  which  I  fhall  underftand  how  all  your 
familye  doth,  &  fhee  will  be  kept  in  fome  exercife.  I 
have  delivered  my  fonn  up  to  you,  &  I  hope  you  will 
councell  him,  he  will  neede  itt  and  indeed  I  beleive  he 
likes  well  what  you  fay,  &  will  be  advifed  by  you,  I  wifh 
he  may  be  ferious  the  tymes  requier  itt.  I  hope  my  fifler 
is  in  health,  to  whome  I  defier  my  very  hartye  afTeelions 
and  fervice  may  bee  prefented,  as  alfo  to  my  cozen  Ann 
to  whom  I  wifh  a  good  hufband.  I  defire  my  afTeelions 
may  be  prefented  to  ail  your  familye,  to  which  I  wifh  2 
blef3in:>e  from  the  Lorde.  I  hope  1  (hall  have  your  pray- 
ers In  the  bufinefTe  to  which  I  am  called.  My  wife  I  truft 
wil  be  with  you  before  itt  bee  longe  in  her  way  towards 
Brijloll.  Sr.  difcompofe  not  your  thoughts  nor  eftate  for 
what  you  are  to  pay  mee.  Lett  me  knowe  wherein  I  may 
complye  with  your  occasions  and  minde,  and  be  confident 
you  will  fsnde  mee  to  you  as  your   owne  heart  wifhinge 

your 
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your  profperitye  &  contentment  very  fynceerlye  with  the 
remembrance  of  my  love.     I  reft 

Your  affectionate  brother  &  fervant 
Brifioll, 
July  19th  1649.  O*  Ce.omwell. 

(On  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter,  befides  fhort  hand, 
there  is  an  account  in  Mr.  Major's  hand,  of  his  fheep  and 
other  cattle.) 

For  my  beloved  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq\  tffHurf- 
lye  in  the  County  tf/*  Hampton.     7he?fe. 

Deere  Brother^ 

T  Am  not  often  at  leifure,  nor  nowe  to  falute  my  freindes, 
A  yet  unwillinglye  to  loofe  this  opportunitye,  I  take  itt 
only  to  lett  you  knowe  that  you  and  your  familye  are  of- 
ten in  my  prayers.  I  wifh  the  younge  ones  well,  though 
they  vouchsafe  not  to  write  to  mee.  As  for  Dick  I  doe 
not  much  expect  itt  from  him,  knowinge  his  idleneffe,  but 
I  am  angrie  with  my  daughter  as  a  promife  breaker,  pray 
you  tell  her  foe,  but  J  hope  ibee  wiil  redeeme  herfelfe. 

It  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  us  (lince  the  taking  of 
Wexford  &  Rojfe)  a  good  intereft  in  Munfier  by  the  accefs 
of  Corke  and  Tcughail,  which  are  both  fuhmitted,  their 
commiffioners  are  nowe  with  mee.  Diverfe  other  lefTer 
guarrifons  are  come  in  alfoe.  The  Lord  is  wonderfull  in 
theife  thinges,  it's  his  hand  aloane  does  them  ;  O  that  all 
the  praife  might  be  afcribed  to  him.  I  have  beene  crazie 
in  my  health,  but  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  fuilaine  mee.  I 
begg  your  prayers,  I  defier  you  to  call  upon  my  fonn  to 
minde  the  thinges  of  God  more  Sc  more,  alas  what  pro- 
fitt  is  their  in  the  thinges  of  this  world,  except  they  bee 
enjoyed  in  Chrifl  they  are  /nares.  I  wifh  he  may  enjoy 
his  wife  foe  and  fnee  him,  1  wifh  I  may  enjoy  them  both 
foe.  My  fervice  to  my  deere  fifler  cozen  Ann^  my  blef- 
finge  to  my  children,  and  love  to  my  cozen  Barton  and 
the  red:.  Sr. 

I  am 
RoJJe9  No,  13th  1649.     Your  affectionate  brother  &  fervant 

Recd  i2Q  Dec,      4$.  O.  Cromwell. 

For 
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For  my  very  hvivge  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq%  ail 
Hurftlye  in  Hamplheir.     Theife. 

(This  direction  is  in  a  Woman's  hand  :  underneath  are 
wrote  in  Mr.  Majors  hand  thefe  words;  150  May  / 
wrote  in  behalf e  of  Mr*  Bonny,  Sic.  of  Dorfett.) 

Deere  Brother, 

Tj*  O  R  rnee  to  write  unto  you  the  Hate  of  our  affaires  heere 
■*  were  more  then  indeed  I  have  leifure  well  to  doe,  and 
therefore  I  hope  you  doe  not  expect:  itt  from  me  feeinge 
when  I  write  to  the  parlnt  I  ufually  am  (as  becomes  mee) 
very  particular  with  them,  and  ufually  from  thence  the 
knowledge  thereof  :s  fpread.  Only  this  lett  mee  fay  (which 
is  the  bell  intelligence  to  friendes  that  are  trulye  chriftian) 
the  Lord  is  pleafed  Hill  to  vouchfafe  us  his  prefence,  &  to 
profper  his  owne  worke  in  our  handes  which  to  us  is  the 
more  eminent  becaufe  trulye  wee  are  a  companie  of  poore 
weake  and  worthlefTe  creatures.  Trulye  our  worke  is 
neither  from  our  braines,  nor  from  our  courage  and  ftrength, 
but  wee  followe  the  Lord  wboe  goeth  before  and  gather 
what  hee  (kattereth,  that  foe  all  may  appeare  to  bee  from 
him.  The  takinge  of  the  cittye  of  Kilkenny  hath  beene 
one  of  our  laft  workes,  which  indeed  1  beleive  hath  beene 
a  grate  difcompofeinge  the  enemie,  its  foe  much  in  their 
bowells,  wee  have  taken  many  confiderable  places  latelye 
without  much  lofTe.  What  can  wee  fay  to  theife  thinges, 
If  God  bee  for  us,  whoe  can  be  againft  us,  whoe  can 
fight  againft  the  Lord  &  profper?  Whoe  can  refill  his 
will  ?  The  Lord  keepe  us  in  his  love.  I  defier  your  pray- 
ers, your  familye  is  often  in  mine,  I  rejoyced  to  heere 
how  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  deale  with  my  daughter, 
the  Lord  bleiTe  her  and  fanctifie  all  his  difpenfations  to  them 
and  us,  I  have  committed  my  fonn  to  you,  I  pray  coun- 
cell  him.  Some  letters  I  have  lately  had  from  him,  have 
a  good  favor,  the  Lord  treafure  up  grace  there,  that  out 
of  that  treafurie  hee  may  bringe  forth  good  thinge*.  Sr. 
I  defier  my  very  entyer  affection  may  be  prefented  to  my 
deere  filter,  my  cozen  Ann^  and  the   reft  of  my  cozens, 

M  m  and 
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and    to    idle   Dick   Norton  when    you  fee  him.     Sr.    I 
reft 

Your  raoft  loving  brother 
Ap.  ye  2d  1650. 

Carrlck,  O.  Cromwell. 

/V  ffzjy  #*o>  lovlnge  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq\  att  hit 
Houfe  at  Hurilye.     Theije. 

Deere  Brother , 

HP  HE  exceedinge  croude  of  bufmefTe  I  had  att  London 
*     is  the  heft  excufe  I  can  make  for  my  filence  this  way. 
Indeed  Sr.  my  heart  beareth  me  witnefle,  I  want  noe  af- 
fection to  you   or  yours,  you  are  all  often  in  my  poore 
prayers.     I  mould  be  glad  to  heere  how  the  little  bratf 
doth,     I  could  chide  both  father  and  the  mother  for  theire 
neglects  of  mee,  I  knowe  my  fonn  is  idle,  butt  I  had  bet* 
ter  thoughts  of  Doll^  I  doubt  now  her  hufband  hath  fpoyled 
her,  I  pray  tell  her  foe  from  mee.     If  I  had  as  good  lei- 
fure  as  they,  I  fhould  write  fometimes.     If  my  daughter 
bee  breedinge  I  will  excufe  her,  but  not  for  her  nurferie, 
the  Lord  blefie  them.     I  hope  you  give  my  fonn  good 
councell,  I  beleive  he  needes  itt.     Hee  is  in  the  dangerous 
time  of  his  age,  and  its  a  very  vaine  world,  O  how  good 
itt  is  to  clofe  with   Chrift  betimes,  there  is  nothinge  elfe 
worth   the  lookinge  after.     I  befeech  you  call  upon  him, 
I  hope  you  will  diicharge  my  dutye  and  your  owne  love  : 
vou  Tee  how  I  am  imployed,  I  neede  pittye,  I  knowe  what 
I  feeie,  -.great  place  and  bufinefle  in  the  world  is  not  worth 
the  lookinge  after,    I  mould  have  no  comfort  in  minej, 
but  thats my  hope  is   in  the  Lord's  prefence,  I  have   not 
fought  theife  thinges,  truly  I   have  beene  called  to  them 
by  the  Lord,    and  therefore  am  not  without  fome  good 
afiureance  that  hee  will  inable  his  poore  worme,  and  weake 
fervant  to  doe  his  will,  &  to  fullfill   my  generation.     In 
this  I  begg  your  prayers,  defiringe  to  be  lovinglye  remem- 
bred  to  my  deere  filler,  to  our  fonn  &  daughter,  my  cozen 
Ann  #nd  the  good  family.     I  reft 

Your  very  affeclionate  brother 
Alnwuk,  July  17,    j  650. 

O.  Cromwell 
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For  my  loving?  Brother  Richard  Mayor,  'Efq;  at  Hurfiejv" 
Iheife*     in  Hantfheire  men  WInc'beftef. 

Deere  Brother^ 
TjAvinge   foe   good  an  occaGon   as'the   impartinge  fps 
£p>   great  a  mercie  as  the  Lord  hath  voutchfafed  unto  us 
in   Scotland  I  would  not  omitt   the  impartinge  thereof  to 
you,  though  I  bee  full  of  bufinefTe.     Upon  Wedenfd.  wee 
fought  the  Scottijh  armie  :    They  were  in  number  accord- 
inge  to  all  computation    above    twentye    thoufand,    wee 
hardly  eleven  thoufand,    havinge  greate  ficknefTes    upon 
our  armie,  after  much  apealinge  to  God,  the  fight  Jailed 
above  an  hower,  wee  killed  (as  moft  thinke)  three  thou- 
fand, tooke  neere  ten  thoufand  prifoners,  all  their  traine, 
about  thirtye  gunns  great  and  fmale  befides  bullet,  match 
and  powder,    very  considerable  ofBcers,  about  two  hundred 
colors,  above  ten  thoufand   arrnes,  loft   not  thirtie  men. 
This  is  the  Lords  doeing,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes. 
Good  Sr.  give  God  all  the  glorie,  ilirr  up  all  yours  Sc  all 
about  you  to  doe  foe,  pray  for  your  affectionate  brother 

r 

O.  Cromwell. 

■  ■■"■  - 

X  defter  my  love  may  bee  preferred   to   my  deere  fifter 

and  to  all  your  familie.  I  pray  tell  Doll  I  doe  not  forgett 
her  nor  her  little  bratt,  fhee  writes  very  cuninglye  &  com- 
plementally  to  mee,  I  expert  a  letter  of  plaine  dealinge 
from  her  ;  fhee  is  too  modeii  to  tell  mee  whether  fhee  breedes 
or  not.  I  wifli  a  bleffinge  upon  her  &  her  hufband,  the 
Lord  make  them  fruitfull  irt  all  that's  good,  they  are  ate 
leifure  to  write  often  but  indeed  they  are  both  idle  &  wor- 
th ie  or  blame. 

Dunbarr,  Sept.  4th  165O. 

(No  Direction.)  '~$Cjftt& 

Deere  Brother, 

I  Was  glad  to  receave  a  letter  from  you,  for  indeed  zr.J 

thinge  that  comes   from  you  is  very   welcome  to  mee. 

I    beleive  your  expectation    of  my   fonn's  cominge  is  de- 

M  m  2  fcrr<.d. 
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ferred.     I  wifh  hee  may  fee  a  happie  deliverye  of  his  wife 
iirft,  for  whom  I  frequently  pray. 

I  heere  my  form  hath  exceeded  his  allowance,  and  is  in 
debt;  truly  I  cannot  comend  him  therein,  wifdom  require- 
inge  his  livinge  within  compaffe  and   callinge  for  it  his 
handes  :  And  in  my  judgment  the  reputation  arifinge  from 
thence  would  have  beene  more  real  honour  then  what  is  at- 
tained the  other  way.     1  beleive  vain  men  will  fpeake  well 
of  him   that   does  ill.     I  defier  to   bee  underftood  that  1 
grudge  him  not  laudible  recreations,  nor  an  honorable  car- 
riage of  himfelfe   in   them,  nor   fsj  any  matter  of  charge 
like  to  fall  to  my  (hare,  a  Hick   with  mee.     Truly  I  can 
•finde  in  my  heart   to  allow  him  not  only  a  fufficiency  but 
more  for   his  good,  but  if  pleafure  and  felfe  fattisfaclion 
bee  made  the  bufmeffe  of  a  man's  life,  foe  much  coft  layd 
out  uppon  it,  foe  much  tyme  fpent  in  itt  as  rather  anfwers 
appetite  then  the   will   of  God,  or  is  comely  before  his 
Saints,  I  fcruple   to  feede  this  humor  and  God  forbid  that 
his  being  my  fonn  mould  bee  his  allowance  to  live  not  plea- 
(inglye  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  whoe  hath  raifed  mee  outof 
the  duft  to   what   lam.     I  defter  your  faythfullneffe  (hee 
beinge  alfoe  your  concernment  as  well  as  mine)  to  advife 
him  to  approve  himfelf  to  the  Lord  in  his  courfe  of  life, 
and  to  fearch   his   ftatutes  for  a  rule  to  confeience,  &  to 
feeke  grace  from  Chrift  to  enable  to  walke  therein.     This 
hath  life  in  itt,    and   will   come  to  fomwhat ;  what   is  a 
poore  creature  without  this  ?  This  will  not  abridge  of  law- 
full  pleafures  but  teach  fuch  an  ufe  of  them  as  will   have 
the  peace  of  a  good  confeience   goinge   alonge  with   itt. 
Sr.  I  write  what  is  in  my  heart;  I  pray  you  comunicate 
my  minde  herein  to  my  fonn  and  be  his  remembrancer  in 
theife  thinges.     Truly  I  love  him,  hee  is  deere  to  me  ; 
foe  is  his  wife,  and  for  their  fakes  doe  I  thus  write.     They 
ihall .  not  want  comfort  nor  incoragment  from  mee  fo  far 
as  I  may  afford  itt;  but  indeed  I  cannot  thinke  I  doe  well 
to  feede  a  voluptuous  humor  in  my  fonn,  if  he  mould  make 
pleafures  the  bufinefie  of  his  life  in  a  time  when  fome  pre- 
cious Saincls  are  bleeding  and  breathinge  out  their  lafr.  for 
.the  good  and  -{-cifctye  of  the  reft.     Memorable  is  the  fpeech 
Ql  Urijah  to  David%  2d  Cron.   I  Ith  i  Ith. 

Sr.  I  befeech  you  beleive  1  heere  fey  not  this  to  fave  my 
purfe  fori  ihall  willinglye  do  what  is  convenient  to'fatif- 

fie 
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fie  his  occafions  as  I  have  opportunitye,  but  as  I  pray  hee 
may  not  walke  in  a  courfe  not  pleafing  to  the  Lord,  foe 
thinke  itt  lyeth  upon  mee  to  give  him  (in  love)  the  be$ 
councell  I  may,  and  know  not  how  better  to  conveigh  it 
to  him  then  by  foe  good  a  hand  as  yours. 

Sr.  I  pray  you  acquaint-  him  with  theife  thoughts  of 
mine,  and  remember  my  love  to  my  daughter  for  whofe 
fake  I  (hall  be  induced  to  doe  any  reafonable  thinge.  I 
pray  for  her  happie  deliverance  frequently  and  earneftly. 

I  am  forrie  to  heere  my  baylye  in  Hantjheire  {hould  do 
to  my  fonn  as  is  intimated  by  your  letter.  I  allure  you 
I  fhall  not  allowe  any  fuch  thinge.  If  there  bee  any  fuf- 
pition  of  his  abufe  of  the  woode  I  defier  it  may  be  looked 
after  and  inquired  into,  that  foe  if  things  appeare  true  he 
may  bee  removed,  although  indeed  I  mull:  needs  fay  he 
had  the  repute  of  a  godly  man  by  diverfe  that  knew  him 
when  I  placed  him  there : 

Sr.  I  defier  my  hartye  affection  may  bee  prefented  to  my 
lifter,  my  cozen  Ann  and  her  hufband  though  unknown. 

I  praife  the  Lord  I  have  obteyned  much  mercye  in  refpecl: 
of  my  health,  the  Lord  give  mee  a  truly  thankfull  hart. 
I  defier  your  prayers,  &  reft 

Your  very  affectionate  brother  and  fervant 
'June  28th 
1651.  O.  Cromwell, 


For  my  lovinge  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq\  at  Hurf- 
\ye  in  Hantfheire.     Theife* 

Deere  Brother^ 

\  Receaved  your  lovinge  letter  for  which  I  thanke  you, 
■*■  and  fuerly  were  itt  fitt  to  proceed  in  that  bufinefle,  you 
{hould  not  in  the  leaft  have  beene  putt  upon  any  thinge 
but  the  trouble,  for  indeed  the  land  in  Ejfex,  with  fome 
rnonie  in  my  hand  &  fome  other  remnants  mould  have 
gone  towards  itt.  But  indeed  I  am  foe  unwillinge  to  bee 
a  feeker  after  the  world,  havinge  had  fo  much  favor  from 
the  Lord  in  givinge  me  foe  much  without  feekinge,  &  foe 
unwillinge  that  men  fhould  think  mee  foe,  which  they 
will  though  you  only  appeare  in  itt  (for  they  will  by  one 

M  m  3  meanes 
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meaner  or  other  knowe  it)  that  indeed  I  dare  not  meddle, 
nor  proceede  therein.  Thus  I  have  tould  you  my  plain 
thoughts.  My  hartye  love  I  prefent  to  you  fa  my  fifter, 
my  bleffinge  and  love  to  deere  Doll  fa  the  little  one,  with 
love  to  all.     I  reft 

Your  lovinge  brother 
May  the  4th  1654. 

Oliver  P* 


For  my  lovinge  Friend  John  Duncb,  Efq% 
St. 


T  Defier  to   fpeake  with    you, 
-*■   Hurfive  that  vou  was   ooing* 


fa  heeiinge  a  report  from 
,Jlp  that  you  was  goinge  to  yr  father's  in  Berkt- 
Jheire,'!  fend  this  exprrfle  to  you  defining  you  to  come  to 
mee  to  Hampton  Court:  with  my  refpe&s  to  yr  father, 
I  reft 

Yr  lovinge  friend 
vg.  27th  1657. 

Oliver.P- 


Cvphs 
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Copies  of  original  Letters  and  Papers  of  Oliver 
Cromwell'*  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum :  Copied 

by  leave  of  a  Committee,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Gil- 
ford, D.  D.  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Author, 

A  Copy  of  Oliver  Cromwell'/  Letter  to  his  Daughter  Ireton, 
exaftly  taken  from  the  Original. 

Deere  Daughter, 

1  Write  not  to  thy  hufband,  partly  to  avoyd  trouble,  for 
one  line  of  mine   begitts  many  of   his,  wch  I  doubt 
makes  him  fitt  up  too  late,  partly  becaufe  I  am  my  fel.fe  in- 
difpofed  att  this  tyme,  havinge  fome  other  confederations. 
Your  friends  att  Ely  are  well,  your  fifter  Clapole  is  (I  truft 
in  raereye)  exercifed  with   fome  perplexed  thoughts,  fhee 
fees  her  owne  vanitye,  and   carnal  minde,  bewailinge  it|, 
fhee  feekes  after  (as    I  hope  alfoe)    that   wch  will  fatisfie, 
and  thus  to  bee  a  feeker,  is  to  bee  of  the  beft  feti  next  a 
finder,  and  fuch  an  one  fhall  every  fay th full  humble  feeker 
bee  att   the  end.     Happie  feeker,    happie  finder.     Whoe 
ever  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  without  fome  fence 
s6f  felf  vanitye,  and  badnefie?   Whoe  ever  tailed  that  gra- 
cioufnefTe  of  his,  and   could   goe  lefle  in  defier,  and  lefle. 
then  preflinge  after  full  enjoyment.     Deere  hart  prefle  on  ; 
lett  not  hufband  lett    not  any  thinge   coole  thy  affections 
after  Chrift.     I    hope  hee   wil  be  an  occaflon   to  enflame 
them.     That  wch   is  beft  worthy  of  love  in  thy  hufband, 
is  that  of  the  image  of  Chrift  hee  beares,  looke  on  that, 
and  love   it  beft  and  all  the  reft  for  that,  I  pray  for  thee, 
and  him,  doe  foe  for  me.     My  fervice  and  deere  affections 
to  the  general!,  an  generaleffe,  I  heere    fhe  is    very   kind 
to  thee,  it  adds  to  all  other  obligations.     My  love  to  ail,   ». 
am  thy  deere  father 

Oliver  C  r  o  m  w  e  i.  l  . 
Ott.b.  25, 

1646,  The  Superfcription. 

For  hys  beloved  daughter  Bridget  fret  on  at 
Ccmbury,  the  Gen18  quarters,  theife. 

This  is  a  true  copy  taken  Septemb.   14,   1759,  from  Harl. 
Mf  M.6988.  M  m  4.  for 


A     P     P     E  '  ■  N     D     I     XV 

For  the  Honorable  Will*  Lenth  all,  Efq>y  Speaker  of  the 
Parliament,  \  Tbeije. 

Sr. 

|  Befeech  you  upon  that  fcoare  of  favor  (if  I  be  not 
**  too  bould  to  call  it  friend/hip)  which  I  have  ever  had 
from  you,  tett  me  defter  you  to  promote  my  partners  hum- 
ble fuite  to  the  houfe,  and  obtaine  (as  farr  as  poiTiblye 
you  may)  fome  juft  fatisfacHon  for  him,  I  know  his  (uf- 
feringes  for  the  publick  have  beene  great,  befides  the  lofle 
of  his  callinge  by  his  attendance  heere  :  His  affections  haue 
beene  true,  and  confront,  and  I  beleive  his  decay  great  in 
his  eitate,  it  wil  be  juftice  and  charitye  to  him,  and  I 
fhall  acknowledge  ut  as  a  fauor  to 

Your  moil  humble  fervant 
July  10, 
1649.  O.  Cromwell. 

This  is  exattly  copied  from  the  original  in  Hark  Mff.  6988. 
Sept.  13,  1759. 


To  Colonel  Hacker.       (Wrote  in  another  Hand.) 

1  Have  the  befl  confideration  I  can  for  the  praefent  in  this 
*  bufinefie,  and  although  I  beleiue  capt,  Hubbert  is  a 
worthy  man,  and  heere  foe  much,  yett  as  the  cafe  ftands, 
I  cannott  with  fatisfaclion  to  my  felfe,  and  fome  others  re~ 
voake  the  com  million  I  had  given  to  capt.  Empfon^  wthout 
offence  to  them,  and  reflection  upon  my  owne  judgment, 
I  pray  lett  capt.  Hubbert  knowe,  I  fhall  not  be  unminde- 
full  of  him,  and  that  noe  difrefpect  is  intended  to  him. 
But  indeed  I  was  not  fatisfied  with  your  hit  fpeechto  mee 
about  Empfon,  that  hee  was  a  better  pneeher  then  a  fight- 
er or  fouldier,  or  words  to  that  effect.  Truly  I  thinke  hee 
that  prayes  &  pracbes  beff  will  fight  beft,  I  know  nothing 
will  giue  like  courage  and  confidence  as  the  knowledge  of 
God  in  Chrift  will,  and  I  blefs  God  to  fee  any  in  this  ar- 
mye  able  and  willinge  to  impart  the  knowledge  they  have 

for 
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for  the  good  of  others.  And  I  expect  itt  be  encoraged  by  all 
cheife  officers  in  this  armye  efpecially,  and  I  hope  you 
will  do  foe.  I  pray  receave  eapt,  Empfon  lovinglye,  I  dare 
afTure  you  hee  is  a  good  man  and  a  good  officer,  I  wcud 
wee  had  noe  worfe.     I  reft 

Your  louinge  freind 
Dee.  25,  1650. 

Oc  Cromwell* 

An  exaft  copy  from  Harl.  M£\  No.  5.  7502.     18  Sept, 
1759- 


My  Deerpfty 

Could  not  fatisfie  my  felfe  to  omitt  this  poafr,  although 
I  have  not  much  to  write,  yet  indeed  I  love  to  write  to 
my  deere  whoe  is  very  much  in  my  heart,  it  joyes  mee  to 
heere  thy  foule  profpereth,  the  Lord  increafe  his  favors  to 
thee  more  and  more.  The  great  good  thy  foule  can  wifh 
is  that  the  Lord  lift  upon  thee,  the  light  of  his  countenance 
which  is  better  then  life.  The  Lord  blefle  all  thy  good 
councell  and  example  to  thofe  about  thee,  and  heere  all 
thy  prayers,  and  accept  thee  alwayes.  I  am  glad  to  heere 
thy  fonn  and  daughter  are  with  thee.  I  hope  thou  wilt 
have  fome  good  oportunitye  of  good  advife  to  him.  Pre- 
fent  my  duty  to  my  mother,  my  love  to  all  the  family e. 
Still  pray  for  thine 

O.  Cromwell. 
Edinburgh  3d  of  May,  165  r. 

Exattly  copyedfrom  the  original  In  Harl,  MJf,  7502.  No.  6. 
Sept.  19,  1759. 
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Bibliothectf  Sloaniants,  Mice.  345.  pag.  126. 
Sr. 

T  Defire  you  to  fend  mee  the  refons  of  the  Scctts  to  in- 
■"'  force  ther  *  defter  of  uniformity  in  religion  expreffed  in 
ther  *  8  article,  1  mean  that  which  I  had  before  of  you, 
I  would  perufe  itt  againfl  wee  fall  upon  that  debate  which 
wi!  be  fpeedily. 

Yours      Ql.  CjtOMWELL, 

To  his  loving  friend  Mr.  Willingbam^  att 
his  houfe  in  Swithins  Lane, 

*  Whether  the  lajl  letter  is  an  e  or  r  /  am  not  certain^  the 
rejl  is  exactly  copied,     Sept.  22,   1759. 


In  the  pofjeffim  of  James  Lamb,  Efq\  of  Fairford, 
in  Gloucefterfhire. 

For  ye  HonoMe  the  Committee  for  the  army  thefe, 

Gentl. 

"IT  was  not  a  little  wonder  to  me  to  fee  that  you  (hould 
■*■   fend  Mr.  Symonds  fo   great  a  journey  abeut  a  bufinefs 
importinge  fo  little  as   far   as  it  relates  to  me,  when  as  if 
my  poore  opinion  may  not  be  rejected  by  you,  I  have  to 
offer  to  that  wch.I  thinke   the  rnofl  noble  end,  to  witt  the 
comemoracon  of  that  great  mercie  att  Dunbar*,  h  the  gra- 
tuitie  to  the  army,  wek  might  better  be  expreffed  upon  the 
meddal  by  engraving  as  on  the  one  fide  the  parliamt  wLh 
I  heare  was  intended  &  will  do  fingularly  well,  fo  on  the 
other  fide  an  army  wlh  this  infeription  over  the  head  of  it, 
The  Lord  of  Hofts,  wch  was  or  word  that  day;  where- 
fore if  I  may  begg  it  as  a  favo1'  from  you  I  moil  earneftly 
befeech  you  if  I  may  doe  it  w£hout  offence  that  it   may  be 
foe,  &  if  you  thinke  not  fitt  to  have   it  as  I  offer,  you 
may  alter  it  as  you  fee  caufe,  only  I  doe  thinke  I   may 
truely  fay  it  wil  be  verie  thankfully  acknowledged  by  me, 
if  you  will  fpare  the  having  my  effigies  in  it. 

The  gentlemans  paynes  &  trouble  hither  have  been  verie 
great,  &  I  fliall  make  it  my  fecond  fiiite  unto  you  that 

6  you 
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you  will  pleafe  to  conferr  upon  him  that  imploymt  in  yor  ■ 

iervice  wch  Nicholas  Briott  had  before  him,  indeed  the  man 
is  ingenious  &  worthie  of  incouragem1.  I  may  not  pre- 
sume much,  but  if  at  my  requefl  &  for  my  lake  he  may 
obteyne  this  favor,  I  (hall  putt  it  upon  the  accompt  of 
my  obligacons  wch  are  not  a  few,  &  I  hope  mal  be  found 
readie  gratefully  to  acknowledge  h  to  approve  rnyfelf, 
Gentl. 

Edinburgh,  4th  Yor  moil  reall  ferv', 

of  Feb.  1650. 

O.  Cromwell. 

An  oval  medal  in  fjlver  of  general  Cromwell  in  profile,, 
was  (truck,  in  commemoration  of  the  victory  at  Dunbar  ^ 
as  it  is  thought,  by  his  own  appointment ;  being  the  firft 
drawn  for  him  from  the  life,  by  Simon  ;  and  is  remarkable 
for  his  likenefs  when  lieutenant-general  j  as  it  does  appear, 
by  comparing  it  with  a  picture  drawn  of  him  by  Walker, 
his  painter,  about  that  time.  The  profile  of  this  medal, 
differing  in  fome  refpects  from  a  medal  copied  by  Simon 
alfo  from  a  curious  limning  drawn  by  Samuel  Cooper,  the 
original  whereof  is  preferved  in  the  collection  of  the  duke 

of  Devon/tire.' But  thefe  are  frequently  feen  in  filver, 

and  fometimes  in  gold ;  and  when  fairly  (truck,  and  well 
preferved,  do  great   honour    to   the    ingenious  artift  who 

engraved    thefe  curious    and    memorable   medals. See 

Medals,  great  (eafr,  impreffions,  from  the  elaborate  works 
of  Thomas  Simon,  chief  engraver  of  the  mint  to  King 
Charles  I.  to  the  Commonwealth,  the  Lord  Proteclor  Crom- 
well, and  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  to  1665.  By 
■Geo-ge  Vertue.  410  1753.  p.  13. 


hi  the  PoJp'JJion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Birch. 

Copy  of   Oliver  Cromwell'*  Letter  to    Mr.  Cotton, 
Oclob.  2,  165 1. 

Worthy  Sir  end  my  Chrijllan  Friend, 

I  Receaved  yours  a  few  dayes  fithence,  it  was  welcome 
■*  to  mee,  becaufe  finned  bv  vou,  whome  I  love  and  ho- 
npur  in   the  Lord.     But  more  to  fee  fome  cf  the  fame 

grounds 
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grounds  of  our  a&inges-  ftirringe  In  ycu,  that  have  m  us 
to  quiet  us  in  our  worke,  and  fupport  us  therein,  which 
hath  had  greater!  difEcultye  in  our  engagement  with  $fe(* 
jatrd\  by  reafon  wee  have  had  to  doe  with  fome,  whoe 
were  (I  verily  thinke)  godly,  but  through  weaknefle  and 
the  fubtiltie  of  Sathan^  involved  in  imereft  againft  the 
Lord,  and  his  people.  With  what  tendernefTe  wee  have 
proceeded  with  fuch,  and  that  in  fynceritie,  our  papers 
(which  I  fuppofeyou  have  feen)  will  in  part  manifeft,  and 
I  give  you  fome  comfortable  ******  aflurance  ofT.  The 
Lord  hath  marveloufly  appeared  even  againft  ihem.  And 
now  againe  when  all  the  power  was  devolved  into  the 
Seotijh  Kinge,  and  the  malignant  partie,  they  invadinge 
England^  the  Lord  rayned  upon  them  fuch  mares  as  the 
enclofed  will  fhew,  only  the  narrative  is  fhort  in  this, 
that  of  their  whole  armie  when  the  narrative  was  framed, 
not  five  of  their  whole  armie  returned.  Surely  Sr.  the 
Lord  is  greatly  to  bee  feared,  as  to  be  praifed.  Wee  need 
your  prayers  in  this  as  much  as  ever,  how  ilia.ll  wee  be- 
have ourfelves  after  fuch  mercyes  I  What  is  the  Lord  a 
doeinge?  What  prophefies  are  now  fulfillinge?  Who  is 
a  God  like  ours  ?  To  knowe  his  will,  to  doe  his  will  are 
both  of  him. 

I  tooke  this  libertye  from  buiinefle  to  falute  you  thus  in 
a  word,  truly  I  am  ready  to  ferve  you,  and  the  reft  of  our 
brethren  and  the  churches  with  you,  I  am  a  poor  weake 
creature,  and  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  worme,  yet  ac- 
cepted to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  people  ;  indeed  my  dear 
friend  between  you  and  mee  you  know  not  mee,  my 
weaknefles,  my  inordinate  pafllons,  my  unlkilfulnelTe,  and 
^vcry  way  unfitneffe  to  my  worke,  yett,  yett,  the  Lord 
who  will  have  mercye  on  whome  hee  will,  does  as  you 
fee.  Pray  for  mee,  falute  all  chriftian  friends  though  un- 
known.    I  reft 

Your  afFe&ionate  friend  to  ferve  you, 

0/7.  2,  1 65 1. 

O.  Cromwell, 

For  my  efleemed  friend  Mr.  Cotton 
pallor  to  the  church  at  Bojlon  in  New 


England*     Theife. 


Copy 
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Ccpy  of  a  Letter  to  L.  General  Fleetwood  (who  married 
Bridget,  eldeft  Daughter  cf  Q.  Cromwell,  and  Widow 
of  General  Ireton,)  in  the  Pofffjion  of  Mrs.  Cook  tf/New-. 
ington  in  Middiefex,  Grand  Daughter  of  that  General. 

-  Deere  Charles > 

A  Lthough  I  doe  not  foe  often  (as  is  deflred  by  me)  ac- 
■^^  quaint  you  howe  itt  is  with  mee,  yett  I  doubt  not 
of  your  prayers  in  my  behalfe  that  in  all  thinges  I  may 
walke  as  becometh  the  Gofpell.  Truly  I  never  more 
needed  all  helps  from  my  chriftian  friends  than  nowe, 
fayne  would  I  have  my  fervice  accepted  of  the  Salncls  (if 
the  Lord  will)  but  it  is  not  foe,  beinge  of  different  judg- 
ments, and  of  each  fort,  moft  feekinge  to  propagate  their 
owne,  that  fpirit  of  kindnefTe  that  is  to  them  all,  is  hardly 
accepted  of  any.  I  hope  I  can  fay  it  my  life  has  beene 
a  willinge  a  facrifice  and  I  hope  is,  for  them  all.  Yett 
it  much  falls  out  as  when  the  two  Hebrews  were  rebuked, 
you  know  upon  whom  they  turned  their  difpleafare;  but 
the  Lord  is  wife,  and  will  I  trult  make  manifeft  that  I 
am  no  enemie,  Oh  how  eafy  is  mercye  to  bee  abufed, 
Perfwade  friends  wrfh  you  to  be  very  fober.  If  the  day 
of  the  Lord  be  fo  neere  (as  fome  fay)  how  fhouid  our  mo- 
deration appeare.  If  every  one  (inflead  of  contending) 
would  juftifie  his  forme  by  love  and  meeknefle,  wifdom 
would  be  juftified  of  her  children,  but  alas  I  am  in  my 
tentation  ready  to  fay,  Oh  would  I  had  winges  like  a  dove, 
then  would  I,  esV.  but  this  I  feare  is  my  hail.  I  bleffc 
the  Lord  I  have  fomewbat  keepes  me  alive  fome  fparkes 
of  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  fome  fynceritye  above 
mans  judgment,  excufe  me  thus  unbowellinge  my  felfe 
to  you,  pray  for  mee  and  defire  my  frei.ndes  to  doe  foe 
alfo,  my  love  to  thy  deere  wife  whom  indeed  I  entyerly 
Jove,  both  naturally,  and  upon  the  bell  account,  and  my 
bleflinge  (if  it  be  worth  any  thinge)  upon  thy  little  babe. 
Sr.  George  A f cough  havinge  occafions  with  you  defired  my 
letters  to  you  on  his  behalfe  ;  if  hee  come  or  (tr^d,  I  pray 
you  fhew  him  what  favour  you  can.  Indeed  his  fervices 
have  been  confiderable  for  the  ftate,  and  I  doubt  hee  hath 
not  been  anfwered  with  fuitable  refpecr.     Therefore  again 
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I  defier  you,  and  the  commiffioners   to  take  him  into  si 
very  particular  care  &  helpe  him  foe   farr  as   iuftice  and 
reafon  will    any    waves   afford.     Remember  my  harty  af- 
fections to  all  the  officers.     The  Lord  blelTe  you  all, 
Soe  prayeth 
Auguji  22th,  Your  truly  lovinge  father, 

1653. 

O.  Cromwell, 
■    All  heere  love  you,  and   are  in 
health,  your  children  and  all. 


cated  by 
Nicolas 
Munckley, 
of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  Efq; 


Communi-  ^fog  following  was  taken  from  the  impreffion  from  a  cop-* 
per  plate  gilt,  found  in  a  leaden  canilier,  lying  on  the 
breaft  of  the  corpfe,  when  the  grave  and  coffin  of  Oli- 
ver Cromwell  were  broke  open  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment after  the  reftoration,  in  order  to  have  his  body 
hanged  up  at  Tyburn. 
The  plate  and  canifter  were  preferved  by  ferjeant  Norfolk., 
then  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the  houfe  of  common:,  who 
left  it  to  his  only  daughter  and  child  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Hope  Giffordy  Efq;  J.  C.  at  Colcheter,  whofe  only 
daughter  and  child  Mary>  married  Sir  Anthony  Ahdy  of 
Fehx-Hall>  Effexy  near  Kehedan,  Bart,  who  left  it  to 
his  third  wife,  by  whofe  permiffion  Dr.  Mor  timer  1  S.  R, 
Seer,  obtained  the  impreffion  from  the  original  plate  in 
the  year  1739. 

*  Oliverius  Protector  Keipublicse  Angliae,    Scotiae,    et 
4  Hibernise,  Natus   250   Aprilis  Anno    1599°,  Inaugura- 

*  tus  160  Decembris  1653,  Mortuus  30  Septembris  Anno 
4  1 65 8°,  hicfitus  eft.' 

ffan.  30.  O.  S.    "  The  odious  carcafles  of  0.  Cromwell* 

*  H,  Ire  1  on,  and  J,  Bract/batv  drawn  upon  Hedges  to  Ty- 

*  burn,  and  being  pulled  out  of  their  coffins,  there  hanged 

*  at  the  feveral  angles  of  that  triple  tree  till  fun  fet.     Then 

*  taken    down,  beheaded,    and   their   loathfome  truncks 
■*  thrown  into  a  deep   hole  under  the  gallowes.     Their 

*  heads  were  afterwards  fet  upon  poles  on  the  top  of  Wejl- 

*  minjler-Hall.'     Gefla  Britmmwm,  at  the  end  of  Whar- 
ton's Almanack  for  .i66j. 
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The  mafon's  receipt  for  taking  up  the  corpfe  ;  from  a 
qopy  under  Dr.  Cromwell  Mortimer's  hand,  taken  from  the 
original  receipt. 

*  May  the  4th  day,    i66r,    Recd  then  in  full  of  the 
c  wormipful  ferjeant  Norfolke,  fiveteen  fhillinges,  for  tak~ 
ing  up  the  corpes  of  Cnmell,  &  lerton  &  Bra/aw, 

*■  Rec.  by  mee  John  Lwis? 


i 
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